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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#34



My	dear	brothers	and	sisters,	how	can	you	claim	to	have
faith	in	our	glorious	Lord	Jesus	Christ	if	you	favor	some
people	over	others?

—James	2:1-13	(NLT)

How	Could	Jesus	Choose	Matthew?

1.	Everybody’s	Welcome.

When	Jesus	was	leaving,	he	saw	a	man	named
Matthew	sitting	in	the	tax	collector’s	booth.	Jesus
said	to	him,	“Follow	me,”	and	he	stood	up	and



followed	Jesus.
—Matthew	9:9	(NLT)

So	accept	each	other	just	as	Christ	has	accepted
you;	then	God	will	be	glorified.

—Romans	15:7	(NLT)

2.	Nobody’s	Perfect.

As	Jesus	was	having	dinner	at	Matthew’s	house,
many	tax	collectors	and	“sinners”	came	and	ate
with	Jesus	and	his	followers.		When	the	Pharisees
saw	this,	they	asked	Jesus’	followers,	“Why	does
your	teacher	eat	with	tax	collectors	and	sinners?”

—Matthew	9:10-11	(NLT)

Happy	are	those	who	don’t	listen	to	the	wicked,
who	don’t	go	where	sinners	go,	who	don’t	do	what
evil	people	do.	They	love	the	Lord’s	teachings,	and
they	think	about	those	teachings	day	and	night.
They	are	strong,	like	a	tree	planted	by	a	river.	The
tree	produces	fruit	in	season,	and	its	leaves	don’t
die.	Everything	they	do	will	succeed.

—Psalm	1:1-3	(NCV)

When	Jesus	heard	this,	he	said,	“Healthy	people
don’t	need	a	doctor—sick	people	do.”	Then	he
added,	“Now	go	and	learn	the	meaning	of	this
Scripture:	‘I	want	you	to	show	mercy,	not	offer
sacrifices.’	For	I	have	come	to	call	not	those	who
think	they	are	righteous,	but	those	who	know	they
are	sinners.”

—Matthew	9:12-13	(NLT)

We	are	made	right	in	God’s	sight	when	we	trust	in
Jesus	Christ	to	take	away	our	sins.	And	we	all	can
be	saved	in	this	same	way,	no	matter	who	we	are	or
what	we	have	done.

—Romans	3:21	(NLT)

There	will	be	no	mercy	for	those	who	have	not



shown	mercy	to	others.	But	if	you	have	been
merciful,	God	will	be	merciful	when	he	judges	you.

—James	2:13	(NLT)

3.	Anything’s	Possible.

Who	would	patch	old	clothing	with	new	cloth?	For
the	new	patch	would	shrink	and	rip	away	from	the
old	cloth,	leaving	an	even	bigger	tear	than	before.
	“And	no	one	puts	new	wine	into	old	wineskins.	For
the	old	skins	would	burst	from	the	pressure,	spilling
the	wine	and	ruining	the	skins.	New	wine	is	stored
in	new	wineskins	so	that	both	are	preserved.”

—Matthew	9:16-17	(NLT)

“You	don’t	have	enough	faith,”	Jesus	told	them.	“I
tell	you	the	truth,	if	you	had	faith	even	as	small	as
a	mustard	seed,	you	could	say	to	this	mountain,
‘Move	from	here	to	there,’	and	it	would	move.
Nothing	would	be	impossible.”

—Matthew	17:20	(NIV)

Follow	Through	Step	#34:

Reflect	on	what	you	think	about	the	3	signs	(everybody’s
welcome;	nobody’s	perfect;	anything’s	possible).	How	do
you	feel	about	these	3	signs?	How	do	you	do	more	than	just
enjoy	the	benefits	of	these	signs	but	also	become	a
minister	of	these	signs	to	the	world?

Notes:

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.



Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Cassie	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.360.2996,
cassiemaylinn@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-
312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


