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The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#39:	The
Beatitudes





Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of
heaven.	Blessed	are	those	who	mourn,	for	they	will	be
comforted.	Blessed	are	the	meek,	for	they	will	inherit	the
earth.	Blessed	are	those	who	hunger	and	thirst	for
righteousness,	for	they	will	be	filled.	Blessed	are	the
merciful,	for	they	will	be	shown	mercy.	Blessed	are	the
pure	in	heart,	for	they	will	see	God.	Blessed	are	the
peacemakers,	for	they	will	be	called	children	of	God.
Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	because	of
righteousness,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.
Blessed	are	you	when	people	insult	you,	persecute	you
and	falsely	say	all	kinds	of	evil	against	you	because	of
me.	Rejoice	and	be	glad,	because	great	is	your	reward	in
heaven,	for	in	the	same	way	they	persecuted	the	prophets
who	were	before	you.

—Matthew	5:3-12	(NIV)

The	Lord	had	said	to	Abram…	“I	will	make	you	into	a
great	nation,				and	I	will	bless	you;	I	will	make	your
name	great,	and	you	will	be	a	blessing…	and	all	peoples
on	earth	will	be	blessed	through	you.”



—Genesis	12:1-2	(NIV)

Jesus	traveled	throughout	the	region…	announcing	the
Good	News	about	the	Kingdom.	And	he	healed	every	kind
of	disease	and	illness.	News	about	him	spread	as	far	as
Syria,	and	people	soon	began	bringing	to	him	all	who
were	sick.	And	whatever	their	sickness	or	disease,	or	if
they	were	demon-possessed	or	epileptic	or	paralyzed—he
healed	them	all.	Large	crowds	followed	him	wherever	he
went.

—Matthew	4:23-25	(NCV)

What’s	Up	W/	The	Beatitudes?

1.	They’re	Proverbs	Of	Surprise.

Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	theirs	is	the
kingdom	of	heaven.

—Matthew	5:3	(NIV)

Blessed	are	those	who	mourn,	for	they	will	be
comforted.

—Matthew	5:4	(NIV)

Blessed	are	the	meek,	for	they	will	inherit	the
earth.

—Matthew	5:5	(NIV)

Blessed	are	those	who	hunger	and	thirst	for
righteousness,	for	they	will	be	satisfied.

—Matthew	5:6	(NIV)

Blessed	are	the	pure	in	heart,	for	they	will	see	God.
—Matthew	5:7	(NIV)

Blessed	are	the	peacemakers,	for	they	will	be	called
children	of	God.

—Matthew	5:8	(NIV)

Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	because	of
righteousness,	for	theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven.

—Matthew	5:9	(NIV)



2.	They’re	Proverbs	Of	Instruction.

He	defends	the	cause	of	the	fatherless	and	the
widow,	and	loves	the	foreigner	residing	among	you,
giving	them	food	and	clothing.	And	you	are	to	love
those	who	are	foreigners,	for	you	yourselves	were
foreigners	in	Egypt.

—Deuteronomy	10:18-19	(NLT)

As	he	went	along,	he	saw	a	man	blind	from
birth.	His	disciples	asked	him,	“Rabbi,	who	sinned,
this	man	or	his	parents,	that	he	was	born
blind?”	“Neither,”	…said	Jesus,

—John	9:1-3	(NIV)

Jesus	said	to	them,	“Truly	I	tell	you,	the	tax
collectors	and	the	prostitutes	are	entering	the
kingdom	of	God	ahead	of	you.

—Matthew	21:31	(NIV)

	Jesus	called	them	together	and	said,	“You	know
that	the	rulers	of	the	Gentiles	lord	it	over	them,	and
their	high	officials	exercise	authority	over	them.
	Not	so	with	you.	Instead,	whoever	wants	to
become	great	among	you	must	be	your
servant,	and	whoever	wants	to	be	first	must	be
your	slave—		just	as	the	Son	of	Man	did	not	come
to	be	served,	but	to	serve,	and	to	give	his	life	as	a
ransom	for	many.”

—Matthew	20:25-28	(NIV)

3.	They’re	A	Hero’s	Quest.

	In	your	relationships	with	one	another,	have	the
same	mindset	as	Christ	Jesus:.	Though	he	was	God,
he	did	not	think	of	equality	with	God	as	something
to	cling	to.	Instead,	he	gave	up	his	divine	privileges,
he	took	the	humble	position	of	a	slave	and	was
born	as	a	human	being.	When	he	appeared	in
human	form,	he	humbled	himself	in	obedience	to
God	and	died	a	criminal’s	death	on	a	cross.



Therefore,	God	elevated	him	to	the	place	of	highest
honor	and	gave	him	the	name	above	all	other
names,	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	every	knee	should
bow,	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth,
and	every	tongue	declare	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,
to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.

—Philippians	2:5-11	(NLT)

How	beautiful	on	the	mountains	are	the	feet	of
those	who	bring	good	news,	proclaim	peace,	who
bring	good	tidings,	who	proclaim	salvation,	who
say	to	(God’s	people),	“Your	God	reigns!”

—Isaiah	52:7	(NIV)

Follow	Through	Step	#39:

*Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	how	your	view	of	yourself	changes
depending	on	what	you’re	struggling	with.	Then	reflect	on	how	your
view	of	others	changes	depending	on	what	they’re	struggling	with.	Are
you	becoming	more	“heroic”	or	less?	*

Riverside	Info	Texting	System

At	Riverside	we	aren’t	terribly	organized-	in	fact	we’re	sort	of	the
poster	church	for	“disorganized	religion”.	So	we	use	a	“text	for
information”	system	where	how	much	info	you	get	is	controlled	by	you.
You	will	never	have	someone	call	you	without	asking	for	a	call.	If	you
can’t	find	the	info	you	need	or	have	more	questions	or	need	some
help	reach	out	to	one	of	the	pastors	directly-	if	we	don’t	answer	try
texting	or	emailing	us	and	we	may	get	your	message	sooner.

Pastor	Ed	-	907.306.2823,	ednjude@gmail.com	
Aniela	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.748.1556,
anielawhah@gmail.com	
Nate	(worship	ministry)-	907.360.4825
nrsandback@gmail.com	
Cassie	(kids/teens	ministries)	-	907.360.2996,
cassiemaylinn@yahoo.com

For	info	on	any	of	the	following	areas	simply	text	the	keyword	to	907-



312-2662.	You’ll	get	a	text	in	return	with	a	link	to	the	info	you	asked
for.	
Frequently	Asked	Questions	About	Riverside-	keyword=	FAQS	
Communion	Info-	keyword=	Communion	
New	To	Riverside?	keyword=	Guest	
Want	news	and	updates	periodically?	keyword=	Loop	
Want	more	info	about	following	Jesus?	keyword=	Shine	
Want	info	on	baptism	at	Riverside?	keyword=	Baptism	
Youth	Programs	At	Riverside:	
Want	info	on	4-5	grade	programs?	keyword=	Ignite	
Want	info	on	6-8	grade	programs?	keyword=	Rev	
Want	info	on	high	school	programs?	keyword=	Thrive


