Westminster Reading List — Summer/Fall 2026
Dear Friends,

| invite you, during my sabbatical, to take a deep breath and indulge in your own time of refreshment
and reflection. Below is a list of books and articles that will stimulate your thinking, fuel good
conversation, and lead you more deeply into prayer. Some are about the identity and calling of the
church; some are about our daily lives as followers of Jesus; others specifically address issues of
sexuality. (This is not by any means an exhaustive list! You might have a better idea or discover
something along the way.) Neither Westminster nor | endorse every idea in every book, but | think
reading these materials will be good for our life as a church as we navigate the times we live in.

| encourage you to start with one title that piques your interest (check out the links to Amazon). Maybe
invite a friend to read along with you, then get together to discuss and pray. (Remember the weekly
“Saturday Night Alive” prayer gatherings with Pastor Bill at 7pm at Westminster.) It may even be
helpful to read something that comes from a different perspective than your own, but which may
stretch you in a good way and make you more understanding of other views. Overall, | pray these
books will deepen our love for God, for others, and for the church. So enjoy a good read, and may
God bless you as we practice loving him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength!

Grace and peace to you all,

Pastor Bob

The Bible. Yep, the Bible. This is not one choice among many; it's the starting point for everything
else. Not sure where to begin? How about the Gospel of Mark? Or 1 Corinthians, or Ephesians, or
Amos, or Jude, or the Psalms... God speaks in his Word. You can go to The Bible Project (Study the
Story of the Bible With Free Tools | BibleProject™) or YouVersion (Home) for more ideas.

Sam Allberry, Is God Anti-Gay? And Other Questions About Jesus, the Bible, and Same-Sex
Sexuality

Jerry Bridges, Respectable Sins

Rosaria Butterfield, The Gospel Comes with a House Key: Practicing Radically Ordinary
Hospitality in Our Post-Christian World

Rosaria Butterfield, The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert

J.D. Greear, Gospel: Recovering the Power that Made Christianity Revolutionary

Christopher B. Hays and Richard B. Hays, The Widening of God's Mercy: Sexuality Within the
Biblical Story



https://bibleproject.com/
https://bibleproject.com/
https://www.youversion.com/
Is%20God%20Anti-Gay?%20And%20Other%20Questions%20About%20Jesus,%20the%20Bible,%20and%20Same-Sex%20Sexuality%20(Can%20you%20be%20gay%20and%20Christian?%20Christian%20book%20on%20same-sex%20...%20and%20Jesus'%20teaching%20on%20sex%20and%20marriage):%20Sam%20Allberry:%209781784988296:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Is%20God%20Anti-Gay?%20And%20Other%20Questions%20About%20Jesus,%20the%20Bible,%20and%20Same-Sex%20Sexuality%20(Can%20you%20be%20gay%20and%20Christian?%20Christian%20book%20on%20same-sex%20...%20and%20Jesus'%20teaching%20on%20sex%20and%20marriage):%20Sam%20Allberry:%209781784988296:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Respectable%20Sins:%20Bridges,%20Jerry:%209781631468339:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
The%20Gospel%20Comes%20with%20a%20House%20Key:%20Practicing%20Radically%20Ordinary%20Hospitality%20in%20Our%20Post-Christian%20World:%20Butterfield,%20Rosaria:%209781433557866:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
The%20Gospel%20Comes%20with%20a%20House%20Key:%20Practicing%20Radically%20Ordinary%20Hospitality%20in%20Our%20Post-Christian%20World:%20Butterfield,%20Rosaria:%209781433557866:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
The%20Secret%20Thoughts%20of%20an%20Unlikely%20Convert:%20Expanded%20Edition:%20Butterfield,%20Rosaria%20Champagne:%209781884527807:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Gospel:%20Recovering%20the%20Power%20that%20Made%20Christianity%20Revolutionary:%20Greear,%20J.D.,%20Keller,%20Timothy:%209781433673122:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
The%20Widening%20of%20God's%20Mercy:%20Sexuality%20Within%20the%20Biblical%20Story:%20Hays,%20Christopher%20B,%20Hays,%20Richard%20B:%209780300273427:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
The%20Widening%20of%20God's%20Mercy:%20Sexuality%20Within%20the%20Biblical%20Story:%20Hays,%20Christopher%20B,%20Hays,%20Richard%20B:%209780300273427:%20Amazon.com:%20Books

Jeff Henderson, Know What You're FOR: A Growth Strateqgy for Work, An Even Better Strateqy
for Life

David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons, Good Faith: Being a Christian When Society Thinks You're
Irrelevant and Extreme

Kristin Kobes Du Mez, Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and
Fractured a Nation

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers

Nancy Pearcey, Love Thy Body: Answering Hard Questions about Life and Sexuality

Cornelius Plantinga Jr, Not the Way It's Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin

Scott Sauls, A Gentle Answer: Our 'Secret Weapon' in an Age of Us Against Them

Preston Sprinkle, Grace // Truth 1.0

Bri Stensrud, Start with Welcome: The Journey toward a Confident and Compassionate
Immigration Conversation

Carl Trueman, Strange New World: How Thinkers and Activists Redefined Identity and Sparked
the Sexual Revolution

Dallas Willard, Renovation of the Heart: Putting on the Character of Christ

N.T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense



Know%20What%20You're%20FOR:%20A%20Growth%20Strategy%20for%20Work,%20An%20Even%20Better%20Strategy%20for%20Life:%20Henderson,%20Jeff,%20John%20C.%20Maxwell:%209780310356318:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Know%20What%20You're%20FOR:%20A%20Growth%20Strategy%20for%20Work,%20An%20Even%20Better%20Strategy%20for%20Life:%20Henderson,%20Jeff,%20John%20C.%20Maxwell:%209780310356318:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Good%20Faith:%20Being%20a%20Christian%20When%20Society%20Thinks%20You're%20Irrelevant%20and%20Extreme:%20Kinnaman,%20David,%20Lyons,%20Gabe:%209780801075445:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Good%20Faith:%20Being%20a%20Christian%20When%20Society%20Thinks%20You're%20Irrelevant%20and%20Extreme:%20Kinnaman,%20David,%20Lyons,%20Gabe:%209780801075445:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-John-Wayne-Evangelicals-Corrupted/dp/163149905X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2R5PGX1OQIV53&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vz_iUfVu3DEpRY2yvmtwOKw26iaDKE77Ck68DcX4Ryj19UN0UyNhXpyWCmsLbXFq-ZapGA4bcOXiCmmQ3Z9tXCvdg0CjzvEgSaycQ9r7HRJkODiZZG3xxnkAwOz7INXZutDgQFDQU1tOENbOlKS-voFV4m39FRChqqxUEm8Cuw262q3_rV2_RmGBZYDwpDFqGVbMo_FdfTW264LT1rPaM1sOJqUKiM9TvWD2lTn6mNA.ni-MqMhfsSuISaViDfb7OLW-Z7IIXD_pSoXcvZXLqZA&dib_tag=se&keywords=jesus+and+john+wayne&qid=1785607748&sprefix=jesus+and+john+%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Jesus-John-Wayne-Evangelicals-Corrupted/dp/163149905X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2R5PGX1OQIV53&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vz_iUfVu3DEpRY2yvmtwOKw26iaDKE77Ck68DcX4Ryj19UN0UyNhXpyWCmsLbXFq-ZapGA4bcOXiCmmQ3Z9tXCvdg0CjzvEgSaycQ9r7HRJkODiZZG3xxnkAwOz7INXZutDgQFDQU1tOENbOlKS-voFV4m39FRChqqxUEm8Cuw262q3_rV2_RmGBZYDwpDFqGVbMo_FdfTW264LT1rPaM1sOJqUKiM9TvWD2lTn6mNA.ni-MqMhfsSuISaViDfb7OLW-Z7IIXD_pSoXcvZXLqZA&dib_tag=se&keywords=jesus+and+john+wayne&qid=1785607748&sprefix=jesus+and+john+%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-Deluxe-C-Lewis/dp/006344397X/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2WUIJMYUHLTAC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Dsx69lTutVTsIV8cCb8cGpVD5xn0Xvx38mqcpouDhiPlz0_nDpFBVnLb6QnNC0_RUemFXSwpoiNgiRTbjeLs-JZD4-tSACq3pWqg8Fug9D8RgCSbJEGUCTvnfuB-u5-fNk0zG5adDIvdsvNPf259BoCLOR1bSPMQ81bmQEwz4n5c9xDxEBPFVjXBi2eN9toA8zA9QbqRJn9H0GrYh3OJUHv8-FUC2JBDwHnGfBuCxk4.00NCXkWqgP_gnL0YyoENDQBpHeoh1mURAprgLL2XaCk&dib_tag=se&keywords=mere+christianity&qid=1785607671&sprefix=mere+christianity%2Caps%2C256&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
mailto:Gentle%20and%20Lowly:%20The%20Heart%20of%20Christ%20for%20Sinners%20and%20Sufferers%20-%20Kindle%20edition%20by%20Ortlund,%20Dane.%20Religion%20&%20Spirituality%20Kindle%20eBooks%20@%20Amazon.com.
Love%20Thy%20Body:%20Answering%20Hard%20Questions%20about%20Life%20and%20Sexuality:%20Nancy%20R.%20Pearcey:%209780801075971:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
https://www.amazon.com/Not-Way-Its-Supposed-Be/dp/0802842186/ref=sr_1_2?crid=37SAYEO5OCFYN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HVsKZLXH-aR6tZYB5dIzA4k-jhFioCYR_f-HUqlUjMo.pN2ifpY_g0PYpxYeVRDGNBy1yLlzBLwHZF9e__0uFhA&dib_tag=se&keywords=sin+breviary&qid=1785332042&sprefix=sin+breviary%2Caps%2C228&sr=8-2
A%20Gentle%20Answer:%20Our%20'Secret%20Weapon'%20in%20an%20Age%20of%20Us%20Against%20Them:%20Sauls,%20Scott:%209781400216550:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Grace%20/%20Truth%201.0:%20Preston%20Sprinkle:%209780999207208:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Start%20with%20Welcome:%20The%20Journey%20toward%20a%20Confident%20and%20Compassionate%20Immigration%20Conversation:%20Stensrud,%20Bri,%20Jamie%20Ivey:%209780310154259:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Start%20with%20Welcome:%20The%20Journey%20toward%20a%20Confident%20and%20Compassionate%20Immigration%20Conversation:%20Stensrud,%20Bri,%20Jamie%20Ivey:%209780310154259:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Strange%20New%20World:%20How%20Thinkers%20and%20Activists%20Redefined%20Identity%20and%20Sparked%20the%20Sexual%20Revolution:%20Trueman,%20Carl%20R.,%20Anderson,%20Ryan%20T.:%209781433579301:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
Strange%20New%20World:%20How%20Thinkers%20and%20Activists%20Redefined%20Identity%20and%20Sparked%20the%20Sexual%20Revolution:%20Trueman,%20Carl%20R.,%20Anderson,%20Ryan%20T.:%209781433579301:%20Amazon.com:%20Books
https://www.amazon.com/Renovation-Heart-Putting-Character-Anniversary/dp/1641584424/ref=sr_1_1?crid=38SHC79G7WPDA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H4Hy6oQ7w15T2okj1yPgaBWI505JTBgN9B5_R7dbouaHUAtyKfWTboMVmKXKAbn7sOfu2XgGx6r0eHlFQVSiN35G226YBpj5l1Em1fxRewqp_EI3XIHJXakkd1IMZN8hpn3bPfDA0bRqWGnU1rBKBMHG34ejLNx81usGWTzibhLlzLYQ39p1ml0kf8pK3cJgWWgjk7gx-GewQoLm8RUF4TYo_hkHc4UR-tBV7fbyXPk.3V-yG2ZPsnluRSt_HTYBU-cD6SIk1-W5utcsPx5TBf8&dib_tag=se&keywords=renovation+of+the+heart&qid=1785356652&sprefix=renovation+of+the+hear%2Caps%2C194&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Simply-Christian-Christianity-Makes-Sense/dp/0060872705/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FUWTYQ4XPOD8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.owvRdDEViB-7HQmZojtG0x5Hg3_cZ91hvfqnuqqZEhQd_m6-OZZJySZc0aWrTsJnQFCj1JYB5xlepGRx10g7z6whOtIZs-jG7d5Igm6c_-vhYBbxlEpF6tfLMuPH0hj1Y2ev5O1eVeSIzJVA6q9S4ENERrvGTplYFtk5yjC1PCiJDpQfp6aUYxAAjPjdI59ssqJICGxQs3egRWugq8IE2V9j4WFYCY4UoAlEgtK0qLc.9sq9E0f5n1AUlfjveEMUkdbVMJNb_YI79QMEA2th_h4&dib_tag=se&keywords=simply+christian+by+n.t.+wright&qid=1785356486&sprefix=simply+christian%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1

Christopher Yuan, Holy Sexuality and the Gospel: Sex, Desire, and Relationships Shaped by
God's Grand Story

CHAPTERS/ARTICLES

The Book of Order, “The Foundations of Presbyterian Polity”
2025 0724 Book of Order Interactive 2025-2027.pdf

An interesting, scholarly, series on religious life in America:
Tim Keller, “On the Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 1”

Tim Keller on the Decline and Renewal of the American Church

Tim Keller, “The Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 2 — The Decline of
Evangelicalism”

The Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 2 — The Decline of Evangelicalism — Gospel
in Life

Tim Keller, “The Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 3 — The Path to Renewal”

The Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 3 — The Path to Renewal — Gospel in Life

Tim Keller, “The Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 4 — The Strategy for
Renewal”

The Decline and Renewal of the American Church: Part 4 — The Strategy for Renewal — Gospel in Life

Stephen McAlpine, “The Christian Air is Running Out in the West” (A sharp analysis of secularism
and cultural pressure on believers)

Samuel James, “Digital Liturgies” (Deep dives into technology, modern life, and Christian wisdom)

Michael Jensen, “Against the Algorithm: In Praise of the Parish” (A reflection on community,
modern life, and recovering Christian practices)

Alan Noble, “You Are Not Your Own” (Cultural critique on identity, modern pressures, and Christian
hope)


https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Sexuality-Gospel-Desire-Relationships/dp/0735290911/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ON7ES9240X1C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oQHbXrBIxEv6iKGaNMLRRl-xssSwFfWZxs0xrMtuAAVfHEhzV6gm-ssy-r5AyfHIsvtv-bjMx4V600rqftOd9CQy953x6YXU-1jM3hOc_zJpMxeBcUOtZ9Gj_fNrB_KUEkQ09UId4I-EwFn8AK_CQoQHVDcs8G-Pc23b6BFYHe0nrvGo3HXF4L253UJXb7csDALO8h6KmCHm7tmmKzWBFLbM3Vkeofo5m02fbx3aYQk.-XTYyY-kZFhwNXQfXo0WOl7Z_LsGZ65w4mHMvS6nEBs&dib_tag=se&keywords=christopher+yuan&qid=1784053262&sprefix=christopher+yuan%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Holy-Sexuality-Gospel-Desire-Relationships/dp/0735290911/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ON7ES9240X1C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.oQHbXrBIxEv6iKGaNMLRRl-xssSwFfWZxs0xrMtuAAVfHEhzV6gm-ssy-r5AyfHIsvtv-bjMx4V600rqftOd9CQy953x6YXU-1jM3hOc_zJpMxeBcUOtZ9Gj_fNrB_KUEkQ09UId4I-EwFn8AK_CQoQHVDcs8G-Pc23b6BFYHe0nrvGo3HXF4L253UJXb7csDALO8h6KmCHm7tmmKzWBFLbM3Vkeofo5m02fbx3aYQk.-XTYyY-kZFhwNXQfXo0WOl7Z_LsGZ65w4mHMvS6nEBs&dib_tag=se&keywords=christopher+yuan&qid=1784053262&sprefix=christopher+yuan%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-1
https://www.pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-08/2025_0724_Book_of_Order_Interactive_2025-2027.pdf
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/tim-keller-decline-renewal-american-church/
https://gospelinlife.com/article/the-decline-of-evangelicalism/
https://gospelinlife.com/article/the-decline-of-evangelicalism/
https://gospelinlife.com/article/american-church-the-path-to-renewal/
https://gospelinlife.com/article/american-church-the-strategy-for-renewal/

