“Forbid Him Not”

By Mike Riley

A querist asks, “Can you explain Mark 9:38-39 and Luke 9:49-50? How
could someone have performed miracles in Jesus’ name, and not followed
Him? What application do these verses have for us today?”

In Mark 9:38-40 KJV, the text reads, “And John answered him, saying,
Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not
us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. But Jesus said,
Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name,
that can lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not against us is on our
part.”

The ending part of the querist’s first question that states, “and not followed
Him,” is not in harmony with the latter part of Mark 9:38 (John speaking),
“because he followeth not us”. The “us” in this verse refers to the disciples
(cf. Mark 9:31). The reading in Luke 9:49b states, (John speaking) “and we
forbad him, because he followeth not with us.”

This individual was obviously following the Lord (as a disciple) because
the Lord had authorized him to cast out devils (Mark 9:39b — “in my
name”). This disciple, however, was not doing the Lord’s work as a
member of a “group” (i.e. the Lord’s immediate disciples) but was doing
the Lord’s work as an “individual”.

Christ declares that this disciple should be treated as an “ally” and not as
an “enemy”. John, by a possible attitude of jealousy, thought that only him
and the Lord’s immediate disciples should be honored with the power to
cast out demons, but he was obviously wrong. In Mark 9:40, our Lord
declares that there is no middle ground when it comes to our allegiance to
the Lord.

Whether individually or as a group, we’re either “for him” or “against him”
(cf. Matthew 12:30). This disciple who was working separate and apart
from the group of the Lord’s disciples, was obviously working “for” the
Lord’s cause, therefore our Lord admonished his disciples to “Forbid him
not” (Mark 9:39a).

The application of the above verses, is that Christians should not be
jealous of those who are doing the work of the Lord by His authority,
whether individually or as a group. Paul lays down a principle for us in 2
Corinthians 10:17-18 about our “glorying” when he said, “But he that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. For not he that commendeth himself is
approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.” The standard of our
commendation is the Lord’s commendation, not our own commendation.
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If you are seeking a church home, we hope that you will
consider joining with us. We are a growing congregation,
dedicated to worshiping in truth and spirit. Please fill out the
Visitor’'s Card and place it in the collection plate!

Elders: Deacons: Preacher:
Todd Chapman Wayne Fowler David Garris  Don Delukie
Paul Simpson Billy Granger Buddy Hollis

Those to Serve

Today
Announcements- Wayne Fowler Lord’s Table- Paul Simpson
Opening prayer- Lyle Russell Closing Prayer- Jerry McDonald
August 14th

Announcements- Paul Simpson Lord’s Table- Gary Harris
Opening prayer- Rick Cook  Closing Prayer- Luke Chapman

—Question & Answer Series: Tonight will be our next Question
and Answer Series. Please submit your questions via the church
email address SCOC2006 @att.net or to Don.
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Please Pray For:

Sharon Ross, Lisa Guice, Eloise Smith, Joanne Randolph,
Virginia Cook, Brian Wilson, Larry Field, Stephanie Judd,
Kathrine Hebert, Terry Hebert, Arlene Sumner, Ed Haltom,
David Singley, Pam Denton, Roosevelt Rogers.

Bereaved: Families of Bill Guraedy, Trey Jennings, Mary
Virginia Jones, Mary Robertson, Connie Grenfell.

Continue to Pray For:

Shirley Goodwin, Bobby Barker, Tricia Muse, Donna Head,
Debra Mike, Virginia Royal, Renita Thomas, Elizabeth Hollis,
Cyndi Powell, Heath Ray, Terrance Dawson, Ann Bolden,
Jamie Ross, Charlie McDaniel Jr, Lewis Bedele, Adam White.

THE LORD [§ MY LIGHT
AND MY SALVATION -
WHOM SHALL I FEAR?

THE LORD IS THE
STRONGHOLD OF MY LIFE -
OF WHOM SHALL I BE AFRAID?

Psalm 27:1

v & Annlversarles

Auqust Birthdays August Anniversaries

2 - Lisa Guice 3 - Paul and Wanda Simpson

2 - Larry Silmon 13 - Jerry and Joyce McDonald

4 - Brenda Fricke 14 - James and Lorene Johnson
6 - Sandy Van Loon 20 - Wes and Whitney Chapman
8 - Travis Rodgers
20 - Leo Goodwin
30 - David Garris




