SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2026
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

MOTHER’S DAY
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

Flowers are given in loving memory of George and Dorothy Fisk by their family.

PRELUDE Soliliquy
Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

MOMENT FOR MINISTRY Rev. Margret Hofmeister
Area Conference Minister, Southwest Region

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Even in uncertain times, the grace of God keeps moving.

All:  Nothing can silence the good news of Christ.

One: Through imperfect people and fragile lives, love still breaks through.
All:  The Gospel is not fragile, for God is still at work among us.

One: So let us gather with hope, trust, and open hearts.

All:  For Christ is proclaimed, and in that, we rejoice.

THYMN The God Of Abraham Praise
49 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)
Your grace keeps moving through the world, O God, even through imperfect people and fragile circumstances.
When rivalry, fear, or selfish ambition distract us, turn our hearts back toward the deeper power of your

Gospel, which continues to heal, renew, and transform. Ground us in the hope that Christ is still proclaimed
and still alive among us. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™
TASSURANCE OF GRACE
TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(During the response, the children will depart for Church School [in the lounge] or return to their seats.)

RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON Philippians 1:1-11
New Revised Standard Version
Pat Larrabee

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

[ thank my God for every remembrance of you, always in every one of my prayers for all of you, praying with

joy for your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began
a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way
about all of you, because I hold you in my heart, for all of you are my partners in God’s grace, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you
with the tender affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be
pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory
and praise of God.

SOLO Mothering God
Tom Trenney (b. 1977)

Linnea Conley, mezzo soprano

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



SECOND LESSON Philippians 1:12-18
New Revised Standard Version

[ want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually resulted in the progress of the
gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my
imprisonment is for Christ, and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear.

Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry but others from goodwill. These proclaim Christ out of love,
knowing that I have been put here for the defense of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of selfish
ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my suffering in my imprisonment. What does it matter? Just
this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or true, and in that I rejoice.

Yes, and 1 will rejoice.

MESSAGE Unstoppable Grace
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN At The Name Of Jesus
264 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Steve Weigner
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Psalm 150
Paul Weber (b. 1949)

The Chancel Choir

1DOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below: Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



THYMN Make A Joyful Noise To God
54 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)
TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE
+1POSTLUDE Toccata on “Leoni”

Gordon Young
tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Auditorium where you can greet one
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for May are members of
the Asset Management Committee.
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