SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2026
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Sarabande
Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CALL TO COMMUNITY
CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING Carol Woodman, Church Clerk

+CALL TO WORSHIP

One: In the beginning, God created a world full of wonder.
All:  We come with curious hearts and open minds.

One: God calls us not only to believe, but also to seek.

All:  We come longing for wisdom and understanding.
One: Every question can become a doorway to deeper faith.
All:  Let us worship the God who invites us to grow.

THYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness
39 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

God of wisdom, you created us with minds that question, hearts that wonder, and spirits that long to grow. Yet
we often settle for easy answers and familiar assumptions. We fear being wrong, fear uncertainty, and
sometimes fear the questions themselves. Forgive us when we choose comfort over growth and certainty over
trust. Open us to your wisdom, your grace, and your ongoing work in our lives. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™
+ASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Halle, Hallelujah

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE

Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON

Does not wisdom call

and understanding raise her voice!
On the heights, beside the way,

at the crossroads she takes her stand;
beside the gates in front of the town,

at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
“To you, O people, I call,

and my cry is to all who live.
O simple ones, learn prudence;

acquire intelligence, you who lack it.
Hear, for [ will speak noble things,

and from my lips will come what is right,
for my mouth will utter truth;

wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
All the words of my mouth are righteous;

there is nothing twisted or crooked in them.
They are all straight to one who understands

and right to those who find knowledge.
Take my instruction instead of silver

and knowledge rather than choice gold,
for wisdom is better than jewels,

and all that you may desire cannot compare with her.

ANTHEM

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

Proverbs 8:1-11
New Revised Standard Version
Charles Stuckey

[ Waited For The Lord

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

The Summer Choir

Julie Laicher & Carolyn Paulus, sopranos



SECOND LESSON Genesis 3:1-14
New Revised Standard Version

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of
the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, for
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and

evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and they
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was
afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat!” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.

MESSAGE The Courage To Ask
Reverend Patrick Collins

tHYMN Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
343 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Carol Woodman
Using your smartphone messaging app,

text FCCOG Donate to 73256 or scan the QR code to donate.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Wondrous Love

John Dixon (b. 1957)
The Summer Choir

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below.
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

tPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN God Of Our Life
686 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

+BENEDICTION

TfCHORAL RESPONSE

1POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune In C

Michael McCabe (1771-1800)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) where
you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for June
are members of the Outreach Committee.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING - TODAY
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service, in her office to the right of the Auditorium
stage, or in the Memory Garden weather permitting. During the week, Sue is available by
appointment. Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.
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