SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.
Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device.
Please silence all electronic devices.

PRELUDE When Morning Gilds The Skies

Dale Wood (1934-2003)

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
TCALL TO WORSHIP

One: When our nets are empty and the night has been long, Christ meets us at the water’s edge.
All:  The risen Christ calls us to hope again.

One: When life emerges where we thought all possibility had ended, Christ is among us.

All:  The risen Christ calls us out of every tomb.

One: Let us open our eyes, our hearts, and our lives to recognize him.
All: It is the Lord! Let us worship God.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN Come, You Faithful, Raise The Strain
234 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)
Risen Christ, meet us in unexpected places and open our eyes to recognize your presence. When hope stirs and
new life emerges, give us courage to say, “It is the Lord.” Call us from every tomb that confines us and make us
witnesses to your life-giving love. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON John 21:4-14
New Revised Standard Version
Pat Larrabee

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them,
“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there
were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it
was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and jumped into the sea. But the other
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred
yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them, and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them,
“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it
was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them and did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

ANTHEM Praise Him!
Craig Courtney (b. 1954)

The Summer Choir

Vance Briceland, piano

SECOND LESSON John 21: 15-25
New Revised Standard Version

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these!” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter
felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He
said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had reclined next to
P g
esus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you!” When Peter saw him, he said to
PP going Yy
Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?



Follow me!” So the rumor spread among the brothers and sisters that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did
not say to him that he would not die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know that his testimony is
true. But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose that
the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

MESSAGE The Voice of Resurrection
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN Come To The Table Of Grace
507 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation

Prayer of Consecration

Words of Institution

Receiving the Bread and Cup

In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (gluten-free) and the cup together, remembering
our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ.
Those receiving communion are asked to come forward by the center aisle,
receive the bread and cup, then return to their seats by the side aisle.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Jenny Gartner

Using your smartphone messaging app,

text FCCOG Donate to 73256 or scan the QR code to donate.

OFFERTORY SOLO On Eagle’s Wings
Arr. Mark Hayes (b. 1953)

Hanna Golodinskii, soprano
1DOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below.
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



THYMN Standing On The Promises
838 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)
TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE
TPOSTLUDE Fugue Sur La Trompette
Francois Couperin (1668-1739)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (weather permitting) where
you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack.

BULLETIN NOTE

As we continue to be good stewards of our resources and the planet, we are reducing the number of bulletins
being printed. Since virtually everything is on our monitors in the Meetinghouse, particularly announcements, we
are asking that families take just one (1) bulletin per family to help us keep printing costs down. Thank you.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service in the Memory Garden weather
permitting, or in her office to the right of the Auditorium stage. During the week, Sue is
available by appointment. Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.
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