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Toddler Lesson Plan
                                   
August 23, 2026
God Has a Plan for Me—Let’s Love Like Jesus
Bible Story: Love Your Enemies (Matthew 5:43-48)
Theme Verse: “Let your light shine before others.” (Matthew 5:16a)
Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 

Share: We are teaching kids that God’s love should be our standard. Instead of comparing ourselves to other people and their actions, Jesus taught that followers of Jesus are to love differently. They are to love when it costs them something, even if they are not shown love and kindness in return. Jesus taught that we are to even love our enemies. (Read Matthew 5:43-45.) Jesus is our example of how to love like this.

Pray: Lead the group in prayer, asking God for help loving others like Jesus this week.

Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 
Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

Option 1: Let the kids play with toys and get to know them.

[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Option 2: Coloring Sheet.


Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg]
Clean-up time:
[bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]What to do: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 

Service
Teacher Opener:  I am so excited to see you here today. We are going to have a lot of fun! 

Worship song #1: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 

Bible Story Video

What to do
· Play the Bible Story use the script below after video to help make the connection for the kids. 

Let's all stand and sing one last song to God together today! 

Worship song #2: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 

Memory Verse Video: 

Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!
Theme Verse Motions:
Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Kids will make a craft to help them retell the Bible story.

Big Goal: Remember the Bible story.

Leader Prep: Print “Love Like Jesus” printables, one per child. Cut out the people on the printable.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print “Love Like Jesus” printables, one per child. Cut out the people on the printable.
2. Invite kids to glue the Bible people in the boxes on the page.
3. Kids can color and decorate their paper after gluing the people in the boxes.

Loud And Clear:  In our Bible story, Jesus wanted everyone to know that loving others, even when it may not be easy, makes us more like God as we follow Him. Everyone did a great job following directions and making a Bible scene. Our Bible story may be surprising, but it is most certainly good news! We can love like Jesus and know God has a plan for us.



Close out in prayer: 
WHAT TO DO
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.


WHAT YOU SAY: God, thank You for Your wonderful plans for us. Help us share Your plans with others. Amen.

Closing: Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
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