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Prek
Lesson Plan
                                   
June 21, 2026
God Made Me Special— Where I Live is Special to God
Bible Story: Jeremiah’s Message to Israel (Jeremiah 29:1-14)
Theme Verse: “He made us, and we are his—his people, the sheep of his pasture.” (Psalm 100:3b)
Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 

Share: Jeremiah shared that God wanted the Israelites to live full lives right where they were.  They did not need to return to Israel to follow and serve God.  God was with them no matter where they were. God designed us to love and follow Him wherever we live because where we live matters to God.

Pray: Lead the group in prayer, asking God to help preschoolers you lead know that where they live matters to God because they matter to Him.

Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 

Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Options for Pre-Service- Pre-Service Coloring Sheet or extra crafts provided, and allow kids to have playtime.

Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg]Clean-up time:
[bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]What to do: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 

Service
Teacher Opener: Hello, preschoolers! It is so great to be together with all of our friends. We are going to get warmed up and ready for all the fun we are going to have together. Everyone, stand up with me. When I say, “March,” let’s all march in place. When I say, “Stop,” let’s all stand very still like a statue. Is everyone ready? (Allow responses.) March! (Encourage preschoolers to march.) That’s great marching! Stop! (Encourage preschoolers to stop.) Wow! It is hard to stop when we are marching. Let’s practice one more time. Ready? March! (Encourage preschoolers to march.) Good job! And stop! (Encourage preschoolers to stop.) That was a much better stop. Let’s do one more thing. Let’s stretch together. First, let’s reach up and touch our heads. Then let’s reach down low and touch our toes. (Demonstrate.) Ready? 3-2-1 Go! (Invite preschoolers to reach up high and reach down low.) Good work! We stretched from our heads to our toes! When we say head to toe that means every part of us. Today we are learning that God made us special from head to toe. Let’s say, “God made us special!” Ready? “God made us special!” Great job!

Worship song #1

Bible Story Video

Making the connection script: In today’s Bible story, we learned that God’s people, the Israelites, were living in Babylon (BAB ih lahn) because their enemies had brought them there. Babylon was not their home. Israel was their home. But God sent a prophet named Jeremiah to tell the people that they were special to God and that He wanted them to live in Babylon and build a life there with a place to live, a garden to grow fruit and vegetables, a family, and a job. The Israelites could trust God because He provided them with everything they needed.

Let's all stand and sing one last song to God together today! 

Worship song #2: 

Memory Verse Video: 

Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!

Leader Tip: Choose between the Host-Led or the Video-Led option. Watch the Theme Verse
Video to learn the motions. Use the Big Deal motions provided.

Theme Verse Motions:
He made us, and we are his— (Start with hands up facing each other.)
his people, the sheep of his pasture. (Present hands in a circle in front of you with palms up.)
Psalm 100:3b (Hold hands out like a book.)

Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Preschoolers will decorate a heart for their dad, grandfather, uncle, or another grown-up to show appreciation on Father’s Day.

Big Goal: Celebrate special grown-ups in preschoolers’ lives.

Leader Prep: Print “Father’s Day Card” printables on cardstock. One per child.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print “Father’s Day Card” printables on cardstock. Cut them in half, one half per child.
2. Give each child a card, crayons, and stickers.
3. Instruct preschoolers to decorate their cards.
4. Assist preschoolers in placing their thumb on the ink pad and placing their thumbprints in the heart. They can also use a dot marker to fill the heart with dots.
5. Give preschoolers a baby wipe and assist them in cleaning their fingers.
6. Pass out stickers and assist kids in adding them to their cards.
What To Do: Friends, today is a special day where we celebrate some special grown-ups in our lives. (Hold up a “Father’s Day Card” printable and read aloud.) We are going to color and decorate this heart so that we can give it to some special guys we know, like our dads, grandfathers, an uncle, or another grown-up who is special to us. A heart reminds us of love and how much we love our dads, grandfathers, uncles, and grown-ups. We want to celebrate the people who mean the most to us. After you decorate your heart, you will take your thumb and press it into an ink pad. Then you will press your thumb in the heart shapes on your papers to make your thumbprints. After you finish, you will get a baby wipe to clean your fingers. 

Loud And Clear: We are so thankful for the grown-ups in our lives. They are special to each of us! We can thank God for these special people in our lives.

Option 2: Preschoolers will guess the fruit or vegetable the leader is describing.

Big Goal: Remember the Bible story.

What To Do: Have you ever played a guessing game? (Allow responses.) I love guessing games. It is always fun to listen to the clues and figure out what is being described. That is what we are going to do. Everyone, come sit in a circle. What are we going to sit in? (A circle!) Great listening. Let’s play a guessing game that is about fruits and vegetables. I will describe one for you, and I want you to raise your hand when you think you know what I am describing. Is everyone ready? (Allow responses.)
Keep It Going: 

· I’m thinking of a fruit that grows on a tree. It comes in several colors: red, green, and even yellow. It is crunchy to bite. What am I thinking about? (an apple)
· I’m thinking of a fruit that is long and yellow. If you want to eat the fruit, you have to take off the yellow peel. What am I thinking about? (a banana)
· I’m thinking of a vegetable that can be long or short. It is orange in color and grows in the dirt. Sometimes a bunny likes to eat this vegetable. What am I thinking about? (a carrot)
· I’m thinking of a vegetable that is green and kind of looks like a tree. Sometimes we put cheese on it to eat. What am I thinking about? (broccoli)
· I’m thinking of a fruit that is big and round. The outside is green, and the inside is red. We eat this fruit a lot in the summer. What am I thinking about? (watermelon)
Loud And Clear: You are good guessers! It is fun to play games like this with you. In our Bible story today, we learned about God’s people, the Israelites. The Israelites were taken to Babylon by their enemies, and God wanted them to live life there. So God told them to plant gardens and eat fruits and vegetables. God wanted the Israelites to live in Babylon, even though it was not their home. God wanted the Israelites to know He would take care of them. God wants us to know that He will take care of us too.

Option #3:  Use blocks or magnitiles and the kids build their houses.


Close out in prayer: God, thank You for caring about where we live. Thank You for providing everything we need. Thank You for making us special. Thank You for always keeping Your promises. Amen

End of service Activity:
Have all kids come back together and have a seat and lead kids in the discussion cards provided or use this time to do any extra activites listed in the options above. This is a time for side-by-side learning, where all kids have the opportunity to connect and participate.

Closing: Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
image1.jpg
C‘YMMUNITY




