ROMANS 2:12-16

DISCUSSION GUIDE | The Law ¢ The Conscience ¢ The Secrets

Big idea: God’s standard, the testimony of conscience, and His knowledge of
our secrets expose self-righteousness and show our need for Jesus.

Start by reading Romans 2:12-16 together. Choose the questions that best serve your group; leave
room for prayer and honest conversation.

OPENING | The problem of self-righteousness
1. Read Matthew 5:3 and briefly recall the Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:17-22). What did the young

man believe about his own righteousness?
Why is being “poor in spirit” essential to recognizing our need for Jesus?

A

1 | THE LAW — Did we keep the whole Law?

3. Read Romans 2:12-13 and James 2:10-11. How does God’s standard differ from the way we
typically measure whether we are “good”?

4. Think about the basketball hoop oryardstick illustrations. Where are you most tempted to
compare yourself with others rather than with God’s standard?

5. Why can knowing the Law, attending church, or doing many good things never make up for
breaking God’s Law?

2 | THE CONSCIENCE — What does it testify?

6. Read Romans 2:14-15. What does Paul say about people who have never received the written
Law?

7. How have you experienced your conscience accusing you or defending you? Can you think of a
time you knew something was wrong before anyone confronted you?

8. In Genesis 3:7-10, Adam and Eve hid after sinning. What does their response reveal about guilt,
shame, and our instinct to conceal sin?

9. What are the limitations of conscience? Why must it be shaped by God’s truth rather than
treated as an infallible guide?

3 | THE SECRETS — What are we hiding?

10. Read Romans 2:16. What changes when we remember that God knows not only our actions but
also our hidden motives and thoughts?

11. The sermon described self-righteousness as both comparison and concealment. Which is
easier for you to recognize in your own life, and why?

12. Why do we sometimes work harder to protect ourimage than to address our sin? What does
secrecy cost us spiritually and relationally?

WALKING IN THE LIGHT | Rhythm and relationship

13. Read Psalm 139:23-24 and 1 John 1:5-9. What do these passages teach about honest
confession, forgiveness, and fellowship?

14. What is the difference between confessing sin to earn God’s acceptance and confessing
because we trust His grace in Christ?

15. What would a realistic rhythm of asking God to search your heart look like this week? Who is a
trustworthy, mature believer with whom you could practice honest accountability?



CLOSING | Respond together

16. What is one area where God is exposing self-righteousness in you: comparing, excusing, or
concealing?

17. How does the gospel give us courage to bring sin into the light instead of hiding it?

PRAYER

Invite God to search your hearts, lead you into the light, and deepen your gratitude for the
forgiveness offered through Jesus Christ.



