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Prek
Lesson Plan
                                   
September 13, 2026
God Values Me—God Celebrates Me
Bible Story:  The Story of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-24; 19:10)
Theme Verse:  “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son.” (John 3:16a)
Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 

[bookmark: _Int_zLuFUjc7]Share: This week we are teaching the story of the lost son from Luke 15. When a son demanded and wasted his inheritance, his father responded by watching and waiting for his son to come and celebrating when he did. (Luke 15:22-24.) In a similar way, God seeks after us and celebrates when we trust in Jesus. Preschoolers can know that God sees them, seeks after them, and celebrates them because they are valuable to Him.

Pray: Lead the group in prayer, asking God to seek those who are far from Him and celebrate those who grow in Him today.

Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 

Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Options for Pre-Service- Pre-Service Coloring Sheet or extra crafts provided, and allow kids to have playtime.

Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg]Clean-up time:
[bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]What to do: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 

Service
Teacher Opener: Hello, friends! I am so glad you are here today because today is a big celebration! Let’s warm up with some celebration movements. Let’s clap our hands, like this. (Clap your hands.) Now let’s show our best moves. (Lead preschoolers to move.) We are wild and wonderful, and our moves show how awesome that is! We all had different moves and different things we did, and they were all wild and wonderful! Today we are talking about how God made us all wild and wonderful. That means He made us all different and special, and that is so incredible! Let’s all say, “Wild and wonderful!” together. Ready? “Wild and wonderful!” Way to go!

Optional game before starting the lesson,

Preschoolers will pass an object around the circle and speak kind words to one another.

Big Goal: Encourage preschoolers to help other preschoolers belong.

What To Do: Hi, friends! My name is ____, and I am so excited we are here together! Let’s sit in a circle and play a celebration game. As more friends come in, we will scoot back and make room for them to join us. We will pass this ball/toy around the circle. When you are holding the ball, pass it to a friend and say something kind like, “I am glad you are here,” or “You are my friend.” This is important because we will all get a chance to welcome our friends and remind them that they belong in our group. If you need help, I will help you think of something to say. As we pass the ball around and welcome each other, we are celebrating that each person is here today. Let’s pass the celebration!

Connect It: When we use kind words, we help our friends feel like they are part of our team. Celebrating each other helps everyone feel like they belong. Thank you for helping make this a welcoming place for your friends. You all did such a good job helping each other belong. This is something you can do anywhere you go. When you are at the library, at the playground, or even at home with friends, you can use kind words, welcome them, and show them that they belong.

Worship song #1 

Bible Story Video

Making the connection script: (Use party hats and let the kids use one) Our Super Clue today is a party hat. A party hat reminds us that we can celebrate special people. God values us, and when we ask for forgiveness and start a friendship with Him, God celebrates us.

That reminds me of our Big Deal, “Wild and Wonderful! God Values Me!” Let’s say that together. Ready? I’ll say it first, and you say it after me. Wild and Wonderful! (Wild and Wonderful!) God Values Me! (God Values Me!) Super job!

Let’s pray. When we pray, we talk and listen to God. We can pray and thank God for loving and celebrating us because He values us.

God, thank You for loving us and celebrating us. Thank You for wanting a friendship with us. We love You. Amen.

Worship song #2 

Memory Verse Video: 

Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!

Leader Tip: Choose between the Host-Led or the Video-Led option. Watch the Theme Verse
Video to learn the motions. Use the Big Deal motions provided.

Theme Verse Motions:
For God loved the world in this way: (Bring both arms up, close fists, then cross arms in front of chest.)
He gave his one and only Son. (Make a “1” with your finger. Move it from your shoulder out in front of you.)
John 3:16a (Hold hands out like a book.)

Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Preschoolers will create colorful streamers to remember that God celebrates them.

Big Goal: Remember the Main Idea: God celebrates me.

Leader Prep: Print “Celebrate You Streamers” labels, one per child. Cut tissue paper into strips, several per child. If using cardboard tubes is not feasible, use craft sticks.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print “Celebrate You Streamers” labels, one per child. Cut tissue paper into strips, several per child. If using cardboard tubes is not feasible, cut cardstock into 2-inch strips, one per child.
2. Give each child a cardboard tube, a glue stick, and tissue paper strips.
3. Invite them to glue the tissue paper strips to one end of the cardboard tube. (Optional: Secure the ends of streamers glued down by wrapping a piece of decorative tape around them.)
4. Assist preschoolers in adding the label to the craft sticks.
What To Do: Today we are making celebration streamers! Let’s say, “Celebration!” together. Ready? “Celebration!” You will get a cardboard tube and some streamers. Take the glue and put it on one end of a streamer and press the glue side of the streamer down against the edge of your craft stick. Glue on as many streamers as you would like. When you finish gluing your streamers on, I will put a piece of tape around the ends to hold them in place. Then you will get a sticker that says, “God celebrates me!” You can put this on your stick. When your streamers are finished, we will wave them together and say, “God celebrates me!” Ready? Let’s get started making our streamers.

Loud And Clear:  Each of our streamers is special and unique. Nice work, friends! When we celebrate with streamers, we can remember that God celebrates us. We matter to God. God values all of us and wants us to have a friendship with Him. When we ask for forgiveness and begin a friendship with God, He celebrates us. We are wild and wonderful, and God values us.

Option #2: Preschoolers will race to put on party hats and celebrate with friends.

Big Goal: Remember what is super about the Super Clue.

Leader Prep: Place party hats on one side of the room.

Game Instructions:
1. Before the session, place party hats on one side of the room.
2. Form two groups of preschoolers. Encourage them to line up across from the party hats.
3. Instruct one child at a time from each team to run to the other side of the room, put on a party hat, cheer, then take it off and return to the line.
4. Continue until each child has a turn.
What To Do: We are going to play a party game. This game is called “Party Hat Relay!” Can you say that with me? “Party Hat Relay!” Great! We will form two teams and line up on one side of the room. When it is your turn, you will run to your team’s party hat, put it on, and give a big cheer like “Hooray!” or “Yay! I’m so excited!” Then you will take the hat off and run back so the next friend can go. Let’s cheer loudly for all of our friends.

Keep It Going: As you play different rounds, change how you want preschoolers to cheer when they put on party hats. Invite them to clap their hands five times, jump up and down three times, or shout a specific phrase.

Loud And Clear:  Our Super Clue is a party hat. Let’s count down from three and all say, “Party hat.” Ready? “3-2-1 Party hat!” Way to go! A party hat is fun to wear when you are celebrating someone special. God made us, and we are valuable and special to Him. God celebrates us when we start a friendship with Him. Let’s all say, “God celebrates me!” together. Ready? “God celebrates me!” Great job!


Close out in prayer: God, thank You for loving us and celebrating us. Thank You for wanting a friendship with us. We love You. Amen.



End of service Activity:
Have all kids come back together and have a seat and lead kids in the discussion cards provided or use this time to do any extra activites listed in the options above. This is a time for side-by-side learning, where all kids have the opportunity to connect and participate.

Closing: Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
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