
What is General Conference? 

General Conference is the top legislative body of The United Methodist Church. It usually meets 

once every four years. Clergy (pastors) and lay (local church members) delegates are elected 

from every Annual Conference around the world to worship, pray, debate and vote as one body. 

Bishops preside at the sessions of the General Conference but do not have the privilege of voice 

or vote in its deliberations.  The General Conference works through a legislative process to 

amend The Book of Discipline, elect leaders for general church ministries, adopt a budget, and 

affirm plans for the shared ministry of the global connection of The United Methodist Church. 

Delegates also revise The Book of Resolutions containing the social principle policies and 

resolutions that guide the church toward justice and social holiness. 

 

What is the Jurisdictional Conference? 

The United Methodist Church in the United States is divided into five regional jurisdictions. 

Every four years Jurisdictional Conferences meet to oversee the business in their regional area 

and to elect ordained elders to be Bishops for the church. All five Jurisdictional Conferences 

meet at the same time determined by the Council of Bishops. Elected clergy (pastors) and lay 

(local church members) delegates from the Annual Conferences within the boundaries of the 

jurisdiction comprise the voting membership of the Jurisdictional Conference. The business of 

the Jurisdictional Conference includes promoting the evangelistic, educational, missionary, and 

benevolent interests of the Church and to provide for interests and institutions within their 

boundaries, establishing Jurisdictional committees and boards and electing leadership within the 

jurisdiction, determining the boundaries of the annual conferences within the jurisdiction, and 

making rules and regulations for the administration of the work of the Church within the 

jurisdiction. 

There are five United Methodist Jurisdictions that make up the jurisdictions in the United 

States. The 2016 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, defines the role and 

function of the jurisdictions. The five jurisdictions all convene on the same day. The 

beginning date is set by the Council of Bishops. The ending day and time is up to each 

jurisdiction. The Discipline names six main functions and duties of each jurisdiction. 

1. “To promote the evangelistic, educational, missionary, and 
benevolent interests of the Church....” We will hear and read reports 
from committees and ministries within the jurisdiction that help 
promote these very important interests. We will also hear and 
approve the budget and apportionments for the next four years 
which will undergird and aid our outreach in these areas. 

2.  “To elect Bishops and to cooperate in carrying out such plans for 
their support as may be determined by the General Conference.” 
Much of our time will be spent in Holy Conferencing around 
interviews and the balloting. We will also recognize the retirement of 
Bishop Marcus Matthews. 



3. “To establish and constitute jurisdictional conference boards and 
choose representatives to the general boards and agencies.” The 
Jurisdictional Nominating Committee will meet on Monday of Juris-
dictional Conference to prepare a slate of persons to serve both on 
Jurisdictional Tables and Committees as well as persons to be 
representatives to general church boards and agencies. 

4. “To determine the boundaries of the Annual Conferences.” The report 
of the Boundaries Committee will be given to the Jurisdictional 
Conference. It is expected that the boundaries of the Annual 
Conferences will not change. 

5. “To make rules and regulations for the administration of the work of 
the Church within the jurisdiction.” The Jurisdictional Conference will 
take action on such resolutions that may come before the conference 
related to the work of the Jurisdiction. 

6. “To appoint a committee on appeals to hear and determine the 
appeal of a traveling preacher of that jurisdiction from the decision 
of a trial committee.” The Committee on Appeals is nominated by the 
College of Bishops and voted on by the delegates to Jurisdictional 
Conference. 

 

 

Annual Conference 

When you hear the term “annual conference,” it could be referring to any one of three things. 

The annual conference is a regional body, an organizational unit and a yearly meeting. Many of 

these yearly meetings happen in the U.S. in May and June.  The annual (sometimes referred to as 

‘regional’) conference is described by the church's Constitution and (other parts of the) Book of 

Discipline as the “basic unit” of the church.  In the United States, an annual conference may 

cover an entire state, only part of the state, or even parts of two or more states. There are also 

three missionary conferences in the United States, which rely upon the denomination as a whole 

for funding.  The United States has 56 annual conferences, supervised by bishops in 46 episcopal 

areas. There are 75 annual conferences in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines, which are 

supervised by 20 bishops.  In the U.S., the annual conference has a central office and 

professional staff that coordinate and conduct ministry and the business of the conference. It 

likely has a director of connectional ministries, treasurer, directors of program areas (such as 

camping), communications director, and other staff as deemed appropriate for the annual 

conference and as required by the Book of Discipline. Clergy and laypersons may also serve on 

conference boards, commissions and committees.  Each year an equal number of clergy members 

and lay members attend their conference's annual conference session for worship, fellowship, 

and to conduct the business of the conference, which may last 3-5 days. These sessions 

include reports of past and ongoing work; adoption of future goals, programs and budgets; 

ordination of clergy members as deacons and elders; and election of delegates to Jurisdictional 

and General Conferences (every 4 years). The bishop presides over these meetings.  Special 



Sessions of Annual Conference can be called at other times of the year, usually for a specific 

purpose. 

 

Note:  Resolutions made at an Annual Conference or Jurisdictional Conference cannot go against or 

change the Book of Discipline.  This can only be done at a General Conference.  The resolutions we 

listed on our site came from the Jurisdictional Conference.  They are guides, not policy.  Future action 

that can come from these resolutions are that they could be brought forward at  General Conference 

as a proposal.   Amendment 3 requires a ruling that should come soon. 

 

Here is a link to an online copy of most current Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions 

Book Of Discipline & Book Of Resolutions Free Versions | UMC Books | Cokesbury 

https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions

