
 

Rising Early 

Job's seven sons each had their own house. The brothers took turns hosting feasts, 
sending for their sisters to join them (Job 1:4). Some believe these were birthday 
celebrations. Job wasn't there for these feasts. His grown sons lived their own lives. 

Job never stopped being their father. Though they were grown, he remained 
concerned for their hearts.  

"And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job would send and 
consecrate them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all." (Job 1:5, ESV) 

He rose early and brought his children before God one at a time, an offering for 
each. He knew who could reach them, and how to protect their hearts. His was an 
act of surrender to God’s mercies. 

Many of us are in this season now. Our children are adults. They choose where 
they live, how they worship, if they worship. We rejoice in their joys. Other times, 
they keep us up at night. We don’t run their lives, and we shouldn't try. But we can 
still rise early. 

Praying for an adult child is an act of trust. We hand God what was never ours to 
keep, and we keep handing it over, continually. 

Connie and I are grateful. Our grown children remain close with us. But they still 
need our prayers. This week, pray for each of your children by name. Even if 
you've lost the chance to speak with one or more of them, you haven't lost the 
chance to speak for them. 

Brian Stewart, Deacon 



 



 


