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EASTER SUNDAY 

April 5, 2026 - 6:00 AM, 7:30 AM & 9:00 AM 
 

As We Gather:  Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Throughout Lent we have bowed the knee before our crucified 

Savior — kneeling in repentance, humility, and awe before the 

One who humbled Himself even to death on a cross. But today 

the stone is rolled away. The grave is empty. The Crucified 

One lives! Today we rejoice that God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name 

that is above every name. The risen Jesus reigns. Death is defeated. Sin is forgiven. And 

the promise is sure: every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. Welcome to this celebration of resurrection victory. Come, let 

us worship the Lamb who was slain — and who lives forevermore! 
 
THE GOSPEL RESPONSE 
 

P Jesus Christ is arisen! 
C He has risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
THE EASTER GOSPEL                                                                                     Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him 
the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great 
joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN          “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                             LSB 457 
 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

INVOCATION  
 
 

P Christ is risen! 
C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P  In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

P:  On this mountain the Lord of hosts has prepared a feast of rich food. 
C  He has swallowed up death forever. 
 

P  The stone is rolled away. The tomb is empty. 

C  The crucified One lives! 
 

P  God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name above every name. 
C  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow. 
 

P  In heaven and on earth and under the earth. 
C  And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

P  Come, let us bow the knee before the risen King. 
C  Let us worship and rejoice in His salvation. Alleluia! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION      
 

 
 

P  Though Christ is risen and death is defeated, we still live as those who struggle with sin. We 
do not always bow before our risen Lord. We cling to fear, pride, and doubt. Yet He calls us 
not to be afraid. Let us confess our sins to God our Father. Let us, therefore, confess our 
sins to God our Father. 

C  Heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed. 

 

P  We have not always bowed the knee to Jesus as Lord. 
C  We have bowed instead to fear, selfish ambition, and the approval of others. 
 

P:  We have doubted Your promises and forgotten the victory of the empty tomb. 
C  We have lived as though death still reigns. 
 

P:  For the sake of Your Son, who humbled Himself even to death on a cross, 
C  have mercy on us, forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 

P: that we may rejoice in His resurrection and confess Him boldly as Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 

P  Hear the good news! The angel said, “Do not be afraid.” The crucified Jesus is not in the 
tomb. He is risen, just as He said. Because Christ has been raised, death has been 
swallowed up in victory. Because He lives, your sins are forgiven. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

P  Christ is risen! 
C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE            “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”                     LSB 477; vs. 3

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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SALUTATION 
 

A   The Lord be with you. 
C    And also with you. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

A  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who on this day swallowed up death forever and 
raised Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, from the grave: Grant that we, who have bowed the 
knee before His cross in repentance, may now rejoice in His resurrection with fearless hearts 
and steadfast faith. As You have highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the Name above 
every name, so bring us at last with all the saints to the feast You have prepared on Your 
holy mountain, that with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we may 
confess with joyful tongues that Jesus Christ is Lord; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
risen and reigning Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C  Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   (Death is swallowed up)                                                 Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 
well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow 
up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all 
faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has 
spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that 
he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(9:00 AM)  SPECIAL MUSIC   “In Christ Alone”  by the Holiday Choir 
 

EPISTLE          (Every knee will bow.)                                                                 Philippians 2:9-11    
 

 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

 

                                                                                                                                 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

VERSE                                                                                                                

P  Alleluia! Christ Jesus, who was crucified, has been raised from the dead! 
C  Alleluia! At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that 

He is Lord! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                                    LSB 461 

 

 

 
 

5. He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6. He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 
He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7. He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8. He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON   “Every Knee Will Bow” 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.  

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men 
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets.  

 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING   
 During this time, please sign the attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile 

device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests on our app or online 
at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/give to 
learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. (When filling out the 
attendance book – please list the names of all in attendance in your family) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE         
 

 

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE                                                                       2 Timothy 4:22 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
 

P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on the third day raised 
Him back to life. Therefore, with the women at the tomb, John and Peter, all who saw Him 
raised back to life, along with angels and archangels, we praise and glorify Your holy name, 
evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS                                                                                                                     LSB p.161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
                                                                                   

 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 
cross. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
  

http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
 be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
 us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
 into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                      LSB, p. 163

 

 

 

 
 
 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMNS      “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                             LSB 469 

 
 

5. Soar we now where Christ has led; 
Foll’wing our exalted Head. 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 
Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

                                                                      Text and tune: Public domain 
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                                                “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”                                             LSB 474

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 

                                

                                    “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”                                    LSB 633 
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5. Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
Alleluia! 

 

6. Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
Alleluia! 

 

7. Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
Alleluia! 

 

8. Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
Alleluia!                 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THANK THE LORD                                                                                                     LSB 164

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL BLESSING  
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
  

P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
C And His mercy endures forever. 
 

P Let us pray.   We give You thanks, almighty God, for giving us this Meal and celebrating it on the 
third day, even as He promised. We thank You for giving us pardon and peace by Your Son’s true 
body and blood. Help us live and ever be guided by Your Holy Spirit, that we might bring forth the 
fruits of faith, and finally on the Last Day, be seated with Abraham and Isaac at the marriage feast 
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end; through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior, who 
with You and the Holy Spirit are one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION                          Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P    The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C    Amen. 
 

 



10 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

P  Christ is risen! 
C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

                                                             “He’s Risen, He’s Risen”                                             LSB 480 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright  
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 

 

Today’s Radio Broadcast  is sponsored by Roger & Rebecca Hinner in 
celebration of blessings received. 
The Easter Lillies on the altar are given in loving memory of parents, 
Arvin & Hilda Dengel by Linda & Ron Behrens and Grace & Dan Frick. 
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Join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall for a delicious 
Easter Breakfast of pancakes with pure maple syrup, 
sausage, bacon, scrambled eggs, juice, coffee, milk 
and some delicious sweets.     
A free-will offering will be accepted.  

 
 
 

Thank You!  A sincere thank you to all who helped in any way with the “Bow the 

Knee” presentation here at Trinity.  What a blessing it was to share the story of 

God’s amazing grace with you and our community.  A special thank you to Eileen 

Hass for organizing this wonderful performance at Trinity for everyone to enjoy.   

 
 


