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April 12, 2026   8:00 AM & 6:00 PM  (DS 3) 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Sharing the message with us today is Pastor Jon Chapa.  Pastor Scott Gustafson will be our 
Liturgist and Mark Knorr will be the Lector.   
 

 

OPENING HYMN          “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                       LSB 465 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt.Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, KölnText: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698Tune: Public domain 
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INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

 P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
 C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 
 

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 
 
KYRIE                                                                                                                            LSB 186 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                                                LSB 187 
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 SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you.           
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P  Let us pray Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 
may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                     Acts 5:29-42 
 

 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God 
of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him 
at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 
sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 
given to those who obey him.” 

 

 33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in 
the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood 
up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men 
of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 For before these days 
Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, 
joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to 
nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away 
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 
scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will 
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And 
every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching 
and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

 

 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.        
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 

(8:00 AM) SPECIAL MUSIC         “All Hail the Risen King!”     by the Firm Foundation Ringers 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                               1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested 
by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
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Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, 
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.        
C Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA                                                                                                                   LSB 190 

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31 
 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 
 

 19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness 
from any, it is withheld.” 

 

 24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 
of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 

 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 

 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

           
 

 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C    Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.  

 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN         “O Sons and Daughters of the King”                       LSB 470 vs. 1-5 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

SERMON 
 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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OFFERTORY                                                                                                               LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 
ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING & SPECIAL MUSIC   
“Morning Song of Praise”  by the Firm Foundation Ringers 

During this time, please sign the attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile 
device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests on our app or online 
at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/give to 
learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. (When filling out the 
attendance book – please list the names of all in attendance in your family) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT     
 
 

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE                                                                           LSB 194 
 

 

P The Lord be with you  
C And with thy spirit. 
   

P Lift up your hearts      
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
   

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.    
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we 
bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 
life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give
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SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

 

PAX DOMINI                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen. 
 

 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                                              LSB 198 
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 DISTRIBUTION HYMNS            “O Sons and Daughters of the King”                    LSB 470 vs. 6-9 

 

 

 
 
Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

                      “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”                                     LSB 464 

 

 

 

 
 

4. He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 
The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 
Alleluia! 

5. Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 
That we may live and sing to Thee. 
Alleluia!   (Refrain) 

 

Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt.Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt.Text and tune: Public domain 
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                                     “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness ”                     LSB 467  vs. 1-4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL BLESSING  
 
NUNC DIMITTIS           LSB 199
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POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever.  
 

A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

BENEDICAMUS            LSB 202 
 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                    “The Day of Resurrection”                           LSB 478 vs. 3 & 4 
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Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments- Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from 
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

 
 

 

The radio broadcast  is sponsored by Dennis & Jocelynn Weber in loving memory of 
their parents. 
 

The altar flowers are sponsored in celebration of the 90th Birthday of Denvert Woller  
(April 7) and in loving memory of the birthday of Patsy Woller (April 3)  
 

 
 

 

Living River Community Concert   
Sunday, April 26th  at Faith Lutheran Church. 
The concert will be at 6:30 p.m. with a donation of a non-perishable food item for 
the Merrill Food Pantry suggested. Ice Cream Social following the concert with 
vanilla ice cream with various toppings. 
 
 

THE 10th ANNUAL PTO AUCTION and DINNER   Saturday, April 25th, at the Merrill 
Expo Center.  Tickets are $50 which include dinner and drinks.  Dinner is at 5:30PM.  
Tickets are available for purchase after worship services, the school office or the 
church office.   
 
Trinity is offering summer care for school aged children who have completed 
Kindergarten up to completed 4th grade students.  We are offering up adventure and 
fun – Contact School for more information. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE – Rainforest Falls – Trinity VBS is coming June 22- 26th.  
Volunteers are needed.  Please call the church office if you would like to help by being 
a part of this fun exploration of the nature of God and His children.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


