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Fourth Sunday of Easter

Pastor Jonathan Chapa will be our Preacher today with Pastor Scott Gustafson as our
Liturgist and Ken Van De Zande as our Lector. Eileen Hass is our organist.

AS WE GATHER One of the longest lasting of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was
the Pharos Lighthouse that was constructed at the entry of the harbor of Alexandria, Egypt, in
the third century BC. Although weakened by a series of earthquakes, it remained standing in
part until AD 1480. Initially, its source of light was the brightness of the sun reflected in a great
mirror by day and the flames of a great wood fire reflected by the same mirror at night. The
gradual disintegration of the tower, initially some 330 feet in height, finally extinguished its light.
As He spoke with His disciples, Jesus described Himself as the light that never will be
extinguished. John reports: “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘| am the light of the world.
Whoever follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life’”” (John 8:12). On our
journey through this dark world, we are blessed to have the light of Christ as our unfailing guide.
It truly is the light no darkness can overcome.

WELCOME AND GREETING

OPENING HYMN: “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711
1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 3. You have promised to receive us,

Much we need Your tender care. Poor and sinful though we be;

In Your pleasant pastures feed us, You have mercy to relieve us,

For our use Your fold prepare. Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.

Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus, Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours. Early let us turn to You.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

You have bought us; we are Yours. Early let us turn to You.
2. We are Yours; in love befriend us, 4. Early let us seek Your favor,

Be the guardian of our way; Early let us do Your will;

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, Blesséd Lord and only Savior,

Seek us when we go astray. With Your love our spirits fill.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, blesséd Jesus,

Hear us children when we pray. You have loved us, love us still.

Blessed JeSUS, blessed JeSUS, Blessed JeSUS, blessed Jesusl

Hear us children when we pray. You have loved us, love us still.

Text: Public domain

INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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C Amen.

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
P  Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the

Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
KYRIE LSB 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast”
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P  Letus pray Aimighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. “ And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. 4 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need.“And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous
hearts, 4" praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19-25
9 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering
unjustly. 2° For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of
God. 2! For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit
found in his mouth. 22 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered,
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By
his wounds you have been healed. ?° For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1-10

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

“Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own,
he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they
will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.” 8 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what
he was saying to them.

7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sheep. 8 All
who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. °1 am
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find
pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have
life and have it abundantly.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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SERMON HYMN “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of 1liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no ill With Thee, dear
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5. Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so through all the length of days
Thine unction grace bestoweth; Thy goodness faileth never;
And, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
From Thy pure chalice floweth! Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

NICENE CREED

C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.



ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING  During this time, please sign the
attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card or
submit prayer requests on our app or online at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also

visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about other ways to support the
ministries at Trinity. (When filling out the attendance book, please include your last

names and list the names of everyone in attendance in your family)
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
i+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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LSB 159


http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give

P ltis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He
has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCIUS LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice
of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD



PAX DOMINI

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” LSB 740
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Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - ry
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
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bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters flow.
to His breast, There with - in His arms to rest.

Text and tune: Public domain



“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”

LSB 622
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Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Un - moved by
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an -y dar - ing hand Or sub - tle craft and cun - ning.
pos - si - ble with You, For You are Lord Al - might - y.

5. Though reason cannot understand,
Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is even now
At once in many places.
| leave to You how this can be;
Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.

. Lord, | believe what You have said;
Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that | am but dust,

And let my faith not fail me.

Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.

7. Grant that we worthily receive
Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins,
May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace
And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.

. For Your consoling supper, Lord,
Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place
The world against it rages.

Grant that this sacrament may be
A blesséd comfort unto me
When living and when dying.

Text and tune: Public domain



PnOST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord” LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-’ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722
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1 Lord, take my hand and lead me Up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, | need not fear,
3 Lord, when the shad-ows length - en And night has come,
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Di - rect, pro-tect, and feed me From day to day.
For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways near.
I know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - wvor I 20 a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain
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Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by Deb Stadler Gapko in loving memory of
Don Stadler.

Today’s altar flowers.are sponsored by Dennis and Sharon Karow in celebration of
their 55" Wedding Anniversary.

Trinity is offering summer care for school aged children who have completed Kindergarten up to completed
4t grade students. We are offering up adventure and fun — Contact the school for more information.

SAVE THE DATE — Rainforest Falls — Trinity VBS is coming June 22- 26%. Volunteers are needed. Please
call the church office if you would like to help by being a part of this fun exploration of the nature of God and His
children.

ALTAR GUILD The final Altar Guild meeting before the summer is Tuesday, April 28th at 6:30 in the
church social room. Anyone who is interested in helping take care of our Lord's Altar is welcome to
attend for devotion, short business meeting, and fellowship with fellow Trinity members. Hostesses for
the evening are Kathy Palazzo, Grace Frick and Renee Williams.

LADIES AID — Ladies, join us for our Ladies' Aid meeting on April 30 at 1 pm.
In the church Fellowship Hall.

Are you interested in becoming a member of Trinity Church or are you a member and would like
to have a refresher of “What We Believe”? Pastor Jon is leading a new member / refresher class.
What are the basics of the Bible? What is a creed? How do Law and Gospel apply to my life today?
What do we believe as LCMS Lutherans? If you are asking any of these questions, we invite you to
come to our new Member class. It did start on April 19t, but we would welcome you to join us this
week. It is a 7-session course that will go over what we teach about Law and Gospel, the Creeds, the
Means of Grace, and what our lives look like as Christians here and now. We invite anyone who is
seeking to learn more about what we believe and wanting to become a new member to join us!
Sessions: Sundays @ 9:15 am - Location: Youth Room Downstairs - Length: 6 sessions to go.
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Join us for a delicious way to support Trinity Lutheran School! On Thursday, May 7, head to
Culver’s in Merrill between 4:00-8:00 PM, where a percentage of all sales during that time will go
directly toward supporting our students and mission. Whether you'’re craving a ButterBurger, fresh
frozen custard, or your favorite comfort meal, every purchase makes a difference. Bring your family,
invite your friends, and help us turn dinner into a fundraiser—your support means so much to our school
community!

CHILDREN'S CLOTHING DRIVE FOR ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN

Dorcas will be collecting new or lightly used children's clothing (size infant to 5T) and shoes
from May 1st through Mother's Day, May 10th. There will be a pack-n-play in the narthex for
items. The clothing will be given to Orphan Grain Train for distribution to families in need.
Thank you for caring! "l was naked and you clothed Me...." Matt. 25:36

Calling all singles! This event is for you. Come and join us!

Looking for Other Single Lutherans? Join fellow LCMS singles (ages 20—45, never married
or widowed) for fellowship, fun activities, and Bible study at The Gospel Gym in Arkansaw,
WI on Saturday, June 13, 2026, 11 AM - 7 PM, with optional worship, meal, and fellowship
on Sunday, June 14. Make connections, share encouragement, and find a place to belong!
Cost: $25 (includes meals). Register at www.lcmssingles.com or (763) 242-6335.
Registration opens at 10:30 a.m. More details at this link: https://lcmssingles.com/
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