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The Seventh Sunday of Easter

Sharing the message with us today is Pastor Scott Gustafson. Ken Van De Zande is our
Lector. Eileen Hass is our organist today.

AS WE GATHER: Christians are “faith alone” people. We most often think of that in terms of
salvation: we are saved by faith alone! But throughout our daily life, Christians function by faith alone.
We practice generous stewardship by faith alone, trusting in the God who supplies all our needs. We
keep God’s commands by faith alone, confident that His ways are better than our ways. And we pray
by faith alone, assured our loving God has opened His door and His heart to hear and answer us. It
is faith, and faith alone, that fuels us for life today and secures us for the life to come.

OPENING HYMN “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730
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1 What is the world to me With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y
3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of - fers
4 What is the world to me! My Je -sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!
Yet nev-er once re - flects That  they are frail and flight - y.
Yet nev-er is con -tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1ly, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a high - er good, Con-tent with it Tl be:
My joy, my crown, my al, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.
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You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clare: What is the world to me!

Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645-1732; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629—1701 Text and tune: Public domain



VERSICLES

L O Lord, open my lips,

C And my mouth will declare Your praise.

L Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

C Make haste to help me, O Lord.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is

now, and will be forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia.

PSALMODY

L  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

C O come, let us worship Him.

VENITE LSB 220
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1 Ocome,letussing . . . ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .. ............ great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . ... ......... made it,

N 5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ... ... .. to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.
2andagreat . . . .. ... 00000 king a - bove all gods.
3andHishand ............... formed the dry land.
Sandtothe . ................ Ho - ly Spir - it
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . . .. in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand ... ...... bow down,
4 ForHe . . .. ¢ i it ittt eeeeeens is our God,
5 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . . . ... Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . . .. ... .. His al - S0.
3 let us kneel beforethe . . .. .. ... .. Lord, our mak - er
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep_ of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.
L  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him.

FIRST READING

Acts 1:12-26

12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. > And when they had entered, they went up to the
upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and
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Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and
Judas the son of James. All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer,
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.

51n those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about
120) and said, '®“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who
arrested Jesus. 'Forhe was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” ¥ (Now this manacquired a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. '® And it became known to
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama,
that is, Field of Blood.) 2“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “May his camp become
desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “Let another take his office.’

2130 one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, ?2 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up
from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 2 And they put
forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 2* And they
prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen #*to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go
to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING 1 Peter4:12-19; 5:6-11

2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you. *But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 'If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you. SButlet none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer oras a
meddler. '®Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify
God in thatname. "7 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins
with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? '8 And “If the
righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” ' Therefore let
those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

8 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may
exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be
watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls aroundlike a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. ® Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. '® And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace,who has called you to hiseternal glory in Christ, will
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. ' To him be the dominion forever and
ever. Amen.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.



C Thanks be to God.

(8:00 AM) SPECIAL MUSIC “The Commission” by Mary Banser

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HOLY GOSPEL READING John 17:1-11

P  The Holy Gospel reading according to St. John the seventeenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, ?since you have given him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal
life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. # | glorified
you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. °And now, Father, glorify
me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the world existed.

6%l have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they
were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.” Now they know that
everything that you have given me is from you. & For | have given them the words that you gave
me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that | came from you; and they
have believed that you sent me. °| am praying for them. | am not praying for the world but for
those whom you have given me, for they are yours. '° All mine are yours, and yours are mine,
and | am glorified in them. ' And | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may
be one, even as we are one.”

P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY “How Firm a Foundation ” LSB 728
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
n 3 “Through - out all their life - time My peo - ple will prove
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Is laid for your faith in His ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;
My grace, all - suf - fi - cient, will be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - mnal, un-change - a - ble love;



What more can He say than to you He has said
I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dorn,
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‘Who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
j @l nev - er, no nev - eI, no nev - er, for - sake!
Your  dross to con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne.”
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING
During this time, please sign the attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile device
to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests on our app or online
at www.trinitymerrill.com/ive. You can also visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/qive to leam
more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. (When filling out the attendance
book — please list the names of all in attendance in your family)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECT

L O Lord, Hear my prayer
C And let my cry come to You.


http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give

COLLECT OF THE DAY

L O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without
consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live
and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

COLLECT FOR GRACE

A O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely broughtus to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by
Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 228
L  Let us bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION LSB 228

P  The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” LSB 941
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1 We praise You and ac-knowl-edge You, O God, to be the Lord,
2 The band of the a - pos - tles in glo - ry sing Your praise;
3 You, Christ, are King of glo - ry, the ev - er-last-ing Son,
4 You it in splen-did glo - ry, en-throned at God’s right hand,
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The Fa-ther ev - er-last - ing, by all the earth a - dored.
The fel - low - ship of proph -ets their death-less voic - es raise.
Yet You, with bound-less love, sought to res-cue ev - ry - one:
Up - hold -ing earth and heav - en by forc-es You com-mand.
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To You all an-gel pow-ers cry a-loud, the heav-ens sing,
The mar - tyrs of Your king-dom, a great and no - ble throng,
You laid a - side Your glo - ry, were born of vir-gin’s womb,
We know that You will come as our Judge that fi - nal day,
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The cher - u-bim and ser - a-phim their prais - es to You bring:
Sing with the ho - ly Church through-out all the world this song:
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Were cru - ci-fied for us and were placed in - to a tomb;
So  help Your ser-vants You have re-deemed by blood, we pray;
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“O ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab-a - oth;
“O all - ma - jes-tic Fa - ther, Your true and on-1ly Son,
Then by Your res-ur - rec - tion You won for us re-prieve—
May we with saints be num-bered where prais-es nev-er end,
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Your maj - es - ty and glo-ry fill the heav-ens and the earth!”
And Ho - ly Spir-it, Com-fort-er— for - ev - er Three in One!”
You o -pened heav-en’s king - dom to all who would be - lieve.
In glo-ry ev-er-last - ing. A-men, O Lord, a- men!
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934, alt.

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698
Tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Matins from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the
ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing
House.

Today’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of the birthday of Melody
Pfingsten (May 6) by her family.

The Flowers on the altar are sponsored by Dan & Grace Frick.

Trinity is offering summer care for school aged children who have completed Kindergarten up to
completed 4" grade students. We are offering up adventure and fun — Contact the school for more
information.




SAVE THE DATE - Rainforest Falls — Trinity VBS is
coming June 22- 26". Volunteers are needed. Please call
the church office if you would like to help by being a part of
this fun exploration of the nature of God and His children.
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New Vaccines Available for
Adults with Medicare Part D

We have the following
vaccines for those with
Medicare Part D

* Tdap (Boostrix)
* Hep A (Havrix)
* Hep B (Heplisav-B)
* Shingles (Shingrix)

Schedule an Appointment

Call 715-536-0307 or email
LCHealth@co.lincoln.wi.us
to schedule an appointment.

Scan the QR Code or visit




