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107 N. State St. Merrill, Wl 54452 Reverend Scott Gustafson

715-536-5482 | trinitymerrill.com Reverend Jonathan Chapa
June 28, 2026 2026- 8:00AM & 6:00PM D.S. 1
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
“Hey, God! What about CREATION & EVOLUTION”

Pastor Scott Gustafson will be our Preacher today with Ken Van De Zande as our Lector.
Eileen Hass is our organist.

WELCOME AND GREETING

OPENING HYMN: “How Great Thou Art” LSB 801
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10 Lord my God, when I in awe-some won - der Con - sid - er
2 When through the woods and for-est glades I wan -der, I hear the
3 But when I think that God, His Son not spar-ing, Sent Him to
n 4 When Christ shall come with shout of ac - cla- ma - tion And take me
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all the works Thy hand hath made, 1 see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; When I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in— That on the cross my bur-den glad - ly
home, what joy shall fill my heart! Then I shall bow in hum-ble ad - o-
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thun - der, Thy pow’r through - out the u - ni-verse dis - played;
gran-deur And hear the brook and feel the gen - tle breeze;
bear - ing He bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion And there pro - claim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
Refrain
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Then sings my soul, my Sav - ior God, to  Thee, How great Thou
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Thee, How great Thou  art! How great Thou art!
ﬁéf)o%zg 8Gus(af Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899-1989 Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 18991989 Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

INVOCATION

P Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

KYRIE LSB 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast”
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon - or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb___ who was slain has be -
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blood set Vus free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for - ev - er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia. Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray. Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may gladly
hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 28:5-9

5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, ®and the prophet Jeremiah
said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the words that you have prophesied
come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and
all the exiles. 7 Yet hear now this word that | speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the
people. 8 The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine,
and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. °As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that
the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE Romans 7:1-13

Or do you not know, brothers—for | am speaking to those who know the law—that the law
is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 2 For a married woman is bound by law to
her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of
marriage. 2 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while
her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries
another man she is not an adulteress.

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that
you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we
may bear fruit for God. ® For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused
by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.  But now we are released
from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way
of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.

"What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the
law, | would not have known sin. For | would not have known what it is to covet if the law
had not said, “You shall not covet.” 8But sin, seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies
dead. °| was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came
alive and | died. °The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to
me. "' For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through
it killed me. '? So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

3Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing
death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through
the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:34-42
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

34“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | have not come to bring peace,
but a sword. 35 For | have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 3¢ And a person's enemies will be
those of his own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
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38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 3° Whoever finds
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 42 “Whoever receives
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. ' The one who
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's
reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a
disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

LSB 685

Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
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You are now our head. We are Your own liv - ing mem-bers;
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We shall reap ce - les - tial joy; All  dis - com - forts
That would lead us in - to sin; And the grave that
Where You live, there we shall be In Your pres - ence
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hope and love, Let us do the Fa- ther’s bid-ding. Faith - ful
that an - noy Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,
shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for - ev - er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where You guide.
here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You I die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain
SERMON “Hey, God! What about CREATION & EVOLUTION”
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NICENE CREED

C

I believe in one God, the Father Aimighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING During this time, please sign the attendance

book found in the pew or use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer
requests on our app or online at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app
or www.trinitymerrill.com/qive to learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity.
(When filling out the attendance book, please include your last names and list the names
of everyone in attendance in your family)

OII:FERTORY LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.


http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P ltis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who,
out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant,
becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has
freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore, with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:

SANCIUS LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord Ho san-na in the high - est.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161
P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



C Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kihngdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNl,J)S DEI LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION “Just as | Am, without One Plea” LSB 570
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea But that Thy
2 Just as I am and wait - ing not To rid my
3 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout With man - ya
4 Just as I am, poor, wretch -ed, blind; Sight, rich - es,
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blood was shed for me And that Thou bidd’st me come to
soul of one dark blot, To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each
con - flict, man -y a doubt, Fight-ings and fears with - in, with -
heal - ing of the mind, Yea, all I need, in Thee to
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Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, 1 come.
spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
out, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
find, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.



5. Just as | am, Thou wilt receive, 6. Justas | am; Thy love unknown

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Because Thy promise | believe, Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come, | come. O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816—68 Text and tune: Public domain

“Renew Me, O Eternal Lighte” LSB 704
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light of grace That is - sues from Your ho - ly face.
strength and  will Temp - ta - tions of the flesh to  still.
my de - sire, And with new life my  soul in - spire.
face to face, O Light e - ter - nal, through Your grace.

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672-1708; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt. Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord” LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

P Letus pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION LSB 166

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” LSB 917
I 9 ﬁ T T T T " T — ]
i e T -, e o
L \Q)\l GI 'I :I 1 OI | & [ 1

1 Sav - ior, a - gain to Thy dear name we raise

2 Grant us Thy peace wup - on our home - ward way;

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;

4 Grant us Thy peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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With one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
With  Thee be - gan, with Thee shall end, the day.
Turn  Thou for us its dark - ness in - to light.
Our balm in sor - row and our stay in strife;
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Once more we bless Thee ere our wor - ship cease,
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
From harm and dan - ger keep Thy chil - dren free;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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Then, low - ly bend - ing, wait Thy word of peace.
That in this house have called up - on Thy name.
For dark and light are both a - like to Thee.
Call us, O Lord, to Thine e - ter - nal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93 Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901 Text and tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV®
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
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Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of the birthday of Herb Simon (7/3) by his wife
Mardell and his family

Today’s altar flowers are sponsored in loving memory of Madison Seeger by Lonn & Patty Lau.

If you are a visitor that is interested in membership at Trinity, please contact the church office or
add your phone number, email and/or address to the fellowship pad. Otherwise, we have no way
to reach you to talk about membership. Thank you.

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? WE’RE HERE TO HELP! Getting to church shouldn't be a barrier to
worship. Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, Trinity is pleased to offer free taxi rides to
and from worship services through Blue Jay Taxi. If you or someone you know could benefit from
transportation assistance, simply call 715-921-4110 by Wednesday before the weekend service you
plan to attend.

When leaving your message, please include:

. Which worship service you will attend  How many people need transportation to

. Your pick-up address church

We are grateful for this opportunity to help connect people with God's Word, worship, and the fellowship
of our church family. If transportation has been keeping you from attending worship, we encourage you
to take advantage of this wonderful ministry. We look forward to welcoming you to Trinity!

St. Vincent de Paul is seeking volunteers St. Vincent is seeking volunteers to work at their charitable
Thrift store in downtown Merrill. If you are able to volunteer or have any questions, please call Sue
Norenberg at 715-539-2666.

Trinity Lutheran Church — “Living River” Concert in the Park

Trinity Lutheran Church will be hosting the “’Living River Quartet” on Saturday, August 8t at 6:00
PM at Normal Park, 500 N. Center Ave in Merrill. Bring your lawn Chairs and refreshments. Last
year, two Trinity members sponsored the entire cost of this group. This year we would like to open
this up to all members to help sponsor this city-wide event. Envelopes are available on the “Adopt
a Bill board” if you would like to help sponsor this fun community event.. Living River’s mission is
to share the love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, with their music, and to proclaim His gift of
salvation and eternal life. Volunteers from Aspirus Merrill Hospital will be selling hamburgers,
brats, chips and soda from the concession stand. Bring your family, friends, and neighbors and
enjoy this wonderful concert in the park with us.

Office Coverage Substitute Needed

The Trinity Office is seeking a dependable individual to provide office coverage at Trinity
Church when Robin is away. Training will be provided. Basic computers knowledge is
necessary. If you are interested in this opportunity, please call the office or stop by for more
information. We look forward to hearing from you!
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Trini mmunity Meal — Faith. Fellowshi nd F

Trinity will host a Community Meal on Wednesday, July 15, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Our goal is
simple: to share Faith, Fellowship, and Food with our community.

A dedicated group of Trinity volunteers has already begun planning this event, but we will need
your help to make it a success. While serving a delicious meal is important, our greatest goal is to
provide something even more meaningful—friendship. We invite members of our Trinity family to
come, sit, visit, and build relationships with those who attend. A warm smile, a friendly
conversation, and a welcoming spirit can make a lasting impact. Through these interactions, we
hope to show our community the love of Christ and the welcoming nature of our congregation.
The menu will feature pulled pork with a variety of sides, and desserts graciously provided by the
Dorcas Society.Whether you can help prepare, serve, clean up, or simply spend time getting to
know our guests, your presence can help make this event a blessing to many.

Join us as we share not only a meal, but also the love and hospitality of Christ with our community.

DO YOU NEED OUR PRAYERS?_ We have a very active prayer ministry here at Trinity that would
love to pray for you or celebrate with you. If you or a loved one are in need of prayer, please don’t

hesitate to contact the church office or submit a prayer request through the Connect Card tab on
the Trinity website so we can share your prayers over the altar. You might also notice the four (4)
prayer boxes, located to the side of each exit door in the sanctuary, have been fitted with a supply
of prayer cards. If you are carrying a heavy prayer burden but don't want it to be prayed from the
altar: fill out the prayer card with the first name of the individual needing prayer, and the request of
prayer for them. Drop it in the locked prayer box-. Please know that the request will be prayed for
during the week, by Trinity's Prayer Warriors who will keep your request in complete Confidence.

* Altar Prayers are shared during worship so our congregation and those

worshiping online and the radio, can pray with you.

Prayer Ministry Prayers are kept confidential within our Prayer Warrior group.

*

As schedules shift and vacations begin, we invite you to stay connected through worship,
fellowship, service opportunities, and the many ministries continuing throughout the summer
months. We are grateful for your continued support of Trinity’s mission and ministry. Even
during the summer season, the work of the church continues each and every week through
worship services, outreach, youth programs, education, and care ministries. We encourage
you to prayerfully consider maintaining your regular giving throughout the summer, even if
you are traveling or away from church.

For your convenience, electronic giving is available through Subsplash at:
https://trinitymerrill.com/give

You may also continue to mail your offerings directly to Trinity. Please note that electronic
giving options do include processing fees charged to the church. Subsplash giving does
provide an option to help cover those fees if you choose. No matter the method, we are
sincerely thankful for your faithful generosity and partnership in ministry.
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