__[l__TRINITY MERRILL

—II—LUTHERAN CHURCH
107 N. State St. Merrill, W1 54452 Reverend Scott Gustafson

715-536-5482 | trinitymerrill.com Reverend Jonathan Chapa

September 27, 2026 — 8:00AM & 6:00PM D.S. 1
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor Jonathan Chapa will be our Preacher today with Pastor Scott Gustafson as Liturgist
and Ken Van De Zande as our Lector. Abe Akey is our organist.

AS WE GATHER: From the beginning, God implanted His life-creating power into His creation with the
command “Be fruitful and multiply” to animals (Genesis 1:22) and to humans (1:28), with one important
difference. You are not an accident or only a product of biology. Every human being is a personal soul. So we
confess, “I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes,
ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them” (Small Catechism, Creed,
Explanation of the First Article). Because of our inherited sin, however, “the soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel
18:4). Nevertheless, God’s design is for life—eternal life. He declares, “| have no pleasure in the death of
anyone” (18:32). Because God so loves you, He sent His Son to take away your sin by the shedding of His
blood on the cross. Therefore, “we preach Christ crucified, . . . the power of God and the wisdom of God”
(1 Corinthians 1:23-24). Christ died to sin for you. By Holy Baptism, you died with Christ and are raised to new
life in Him. The love of God is yours today by faith in the cross of Jesus Christ. The Father’s declaration of Jesus
now becomes yours: “My beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

WELCOME AND GREETING

OPEhNING HYMN: “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” LSB 794
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1 The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heav - en;
2 The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heav - en,
3 The Lord, my God, be praised, My hope, my life from heav - en,
A4 The Lord, my God, be praised, My God, the ev - er - liv - ing,
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My mak - er, who to me Has soul and bod -y giv - en;
The Fa - ther’s own dear Son, Whose life for me was giv - en,
The Spir - it, whom the Son In love to me has giv - en.
To whom the heav’'n-ly host Their laud and praise are giv - ing.
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My Fa - ther, who will shield And keep me day by day

Who for my sin a - toned With His most pre-cious blood

His grace re-vives my heart And gives my spir - it pow’r,

n The Lord, my God, be praised, In whose great name [ boast,
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And make each mo-ment yield New bless-ings on my way.
And gives to me by faith The  high - est heav’'n-ly good.
Help, com - fort, and sup - port In sor -row’s gloom -y  hour.
God Fa - ther, God the Son, And God the Ho - ly Ghost.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662Text and tune: Public domain
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INVOCATION
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

KYRIE LSB 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast”
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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1 — or-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon - or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb__  who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refiain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for - ev - er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
Final Refrain
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.

SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY

P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Letus pray. Aimighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority.
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led
into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on
edge’? 3As | live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in
Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is
mine: the soul who sins shall die.
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25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just. Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall
die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and
does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 22 Because he considered and turned away
from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 2 Yet
the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, are my ways not
just? Is it not your ways that are not just?

30“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 3! Cast away
from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(8:00 AM) SPECIAL MUSIC “Come, Thou Almighty King” by the Firm Foundation Ringers
EPISTLE Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition
or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.

4Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world, '® holding fast to the word of life, so that
in the day of Christ | may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in vain. 7 Even if | am
to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, | am glad and
rejoice with you all. '8 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-27
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question,
and if you tell me the answer, then | also will tell you by what authority | do these
things. 2° The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And
they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the
crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 2” So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SEI}MON HYMN “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in Your Word; Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that

u - ni -ty on earth; Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.

we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - ly.

i of  death i

strift nd lead life.
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt. Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
NICENE CREED

C

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME / OFFERING During this time, please sign the attendance
book found in the pew or use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer
requests on our app or online at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app
or www.trinitymerrill. com/give to learn more about other ways to support the ministries at
Trinity. (When filling out the attendance book, please include your last names and list
the names of everyone in attendance in your family.) If you are a visitor who is
interested in becoming a member, please add your email and phone number to the
attendance book.

(8:00 AM) SPECIAL MUSIC (during offering) “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”
by the Firm Foundation Ringers

OFFERTORY LSB 159
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va - tion and will call on thename of the Lord. I will pay my

[ 1 I ﬂ | I | T I } f } |
t%ﬁ:(j—'—f—ﬁ—‘—'—r—w
vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
) , — —
A H— %‘! I i i T I ] — T —
HO)—o—@ 5
9 o |
courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

¥ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT <
PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE
P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

W OTY O'd

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
SANC',I)'US LSB 161
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

P  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into




temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
AGNL’J_)S DEI LSB 163
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DISTRIBUTION “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love” LSB 900
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1 Je - sus! Name of won-drous love, Name all oth - er names a-bove,
2 Je - sus! Name de - creed of old, To the maid-en moth-er told,
3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To the fall - en of the earth
4 Je - sus! Name of mer - cy mild, Giv - en to the ho - ly Child
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Un - to which must ev-’ry knee Bow in deep hu-mil -i - ty.
Kneel-ing in  her low-ly «cell, By the an-gel Ga-bri- el
For the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus shall His peo-ple save.”
When the cup of hu-man woe First He tast - ed here be - low.

5. Jesus! Only name that’s giv'n 6. Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Under all the mighty heav’n Human name of God above;
Whereby those to sin enslaved Pleading only this, we flee
Burst their fetters and are saved. Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. Text and tune: Public domain



“What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink-ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, When
3To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; To
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; And
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won-drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this That
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, When I  was sink-ing down Be -

God and to the Lamb I will sing; To God and to the Lamb, Who
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. And when from death I'm free, I'll
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soul, for my soul, To bear the dread-ful curse for my soul!
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side His crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, While mil-lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on, And through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven Text and tune: Public domain
“You Are the Way; through You Alone” LSB 526
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1 You are the way; through You a - lone Can
2 You are the truth;  Your Word a - lone True

3 You are the life; the emp - ty tomb Pro -
4 You are the way, the truth, the life;  Grant
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wis - dom can im - part; You on - ly can in -
claims Your con-qu’ring arm, And those who put their

us that way to know, That truth to keep, that
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God re - vealed His heart and will  and mind.
form the mind And pu - 1 - fy the  heart.
trust in You Not death nor hell shall harm.
life to win Whose  joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt. Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh Text and tune: Public domain

F,’)OST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord” LSB 164
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
CL%SING HYMN “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” LSB 877;vs. 3&4
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May we in Your might - y keep-ing All peace - ful lie. When the
Ho - ly Spir-it, free - ly giv-en, Blest Three in One: Grant us



last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not for-sake us,
grace,we now im-plore You, Till we lay our crowns be - fore You
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But to reign in glo - ry take us With You on high.
And in wor - thier strains a - dore You While a - ges run.

Text and tune: Public domain

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV®
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored by James Koebe in loving memory of wife, Deanna Koebe.

Today'’s altar flowers are sponsored by Bob & Janet Grunenwald in celebration of the blessings
they’ve received.

New Member Class We invite you to come to our new member class starting today,
September 27" @ 11:45 (for this first week only) in the youth room. The remaining 6
weeks will be held at 9:15. This will be a 7 session course.. We invite anyone who is seeking
to learn more about what we believe and wanting to become a new member to join us! Any
questions? Talk to Pastor Jon or Dan Schneider!

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, Trinity is pleased to offer free taxi rides to
and from worship services through Blue Jay Taxi. If you or someone you know could benefit
from transportation assistance, simply call 715-921-4110 by Wednesday before the weekend
service you plan to attend. When leaving your message, please include : Which worship
service you will attend; Your pick-up address ; How many people will need transportation to
Trinity Church.

The Fall Congregational Meeting is October 25 The fall congregational meeting will follow
the Ministry Fair — 12:45. We will elect three members to serve three-year terms on the Church
Council. If you are interested in serving, please contact Pastor G.

Trinity Kids (Sunday School) Bring your children, grandchildren, your friend’s children, and
join us from 9:15-10:15 at Trinity School. Children will enjoy learning about Jesus and His love
for them.

ALTAR GUILD The first Altar Guild meeting for the fall is Tuesday, September 29", at 6:30 in
the church fellowship hall. Hostesses for the evening are Tina Rainville, Sharon Karow, and
Holly Rauen. We welcome anyone who is interested in working with us on the Lord’s altar.
Join us for an evening of devotion and fellowship along with some refreshments.

F) ) Trinity Dorcas will be collecting new and gently used
Q Q 5 % g ﬁ socks for people in need during the Month of October.
& < There will be a clothes hamper in the narthex for any
size sock donations.
S O C K T O B E R “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,

OCTOBER 1st - OCTOBER 31st for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” —
Hebrews 13:16




The Choir is Back!!! Let’s use the talents the Lord has blessed us with to enhance our worship
services here at Trinity! The Trinity Choir will rehearse on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in the Choir Room.
Everyone who enjoys singing is encouraged to join us! Come, share your gift, enjoy fellowship, and
make a joyful noise unto the Lord!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS... Men’s Club Chili Luncheon

The Trinity Men’s Club is hosting a Chili Luncheon in the church basement following the 8:00
a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, October 18th, 2026. The meal will feature 9 varieties of chili,
(We will also have macaroni & cheese (for non chili-lovers). Beverages (milk, juice and coffee) are
included in the price. Shredded cheese, raw onions, crackers, bread and desserts will be offered
at no additional cost. Serving will take place between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Carry-outs will also
be available. Ticket prices are $8.00 for adults, $3.00 for kids 5 through 12. The meal is free for
kids under 5.

Ministry Fair — October 25, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Are you involved in a ministry at Trinity? We invite your ministry to participate in our upcoming
Ministry Fair. To reserve a space or learn more, please contact the church office and leave your
information. Not yet involved in a ministry at Trinity? This is the perfect chance to stop in and check
out the many ministries happening at Trinity and see which one is the right fit for you.

Trunk or Treat — October 31, 10:00 a.m.-Noon Bring your children, church friendly costumes,
and Fall excitement for a fun-filled morning of treats, activities, and community. We look forward to
welcoming children and families from throughout our community for this special day. Want to help?
We are looking for volunteers to host a trunk, assist with activities. We also welcome and would
appreciate donations of candy. We look forward to welcoming many children from our
community for this special day.

DIAPER DRIVE- Help us support local families in need! Trinity Lutheran Church is hosting a Diaper Drive
now through October 4th in partnership with the LCHD “Baby Shower” on Tuesday, Oct. 6 from 3:00-
6:00 at the Merrill Enrichment Center. We are collecting diapers in all sizes and wipes. Donations can
be dropped off at Trinity Lutheran Church, 107 N. State Street in Merrill.

FALL FAMILY HAYRIDE AND FUN —

‘FAN THE FLAME' retreat (DATE CHANGE) October 2, 2026
for Women of all Ages from 6:00-8:00 PM at Wilke’s Farm.

Sat, Nov 14th: 9-1 @ Trinity Lutheran, Merrill Join us Friday, October 2, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at
3 Wilke’s Farm, 239403 Co Rd W in Wausau.
Enjoy hayrides, cozy hot chocolate and apple
cider, s’mores around the campfire, and a time of
firel Deep SRl devotion .Families of all ages and sizes are invited
2 Timethy!: G to this wonderful night of fall festivities as we
; gather in faith and community. The cost is $10 per
family; please register by September 27.

; Register: Trinity office: 715-536-5482
s

Women are invited to gather for worship,
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