__[L_TRINITY MERRILL

—II—LUTHERAN CHURCH
107 N. State St. Merrill, W1l 54452 Reverend Scott Gustafson

715-536-5482 | trinitymerrill.com Reverend Jonathan Chapa

October 18, 2026 - 8:00 AM & 6:00 PM - Matins
The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
“Multiply”

Sharing the message with us today is Pastor Scott Gustafson with Pastor Jon Chapa

as our Liturgist and Ken Van De Zande as our Lector.

AS WE GATHER: We reach the final step of our Road to Discipleship as we consider Christ’s call
to multiply disciples by carrying Him to others. When we are honest with ourselves, we see
that we have a poor track record. Too often, we keep our faith to ourselves and miss opportunities
to speak about Jesus and make Him known. But God gives us hope and confidence—not in our
abilities, but in His! Jesus’ victory over sin, death, and the devil frees us from fear and self-reliance,
reminding us that the risen Christ goes with us. He calls and equips us to make disciples and to

carry Christ to our congregation and our community.

OPENING HYMN “Christ the Eternal Lord”
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1 Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom -ise here we claim,
2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - ’'ry pass - ing age,
3 Christ the re-deem-ing Son, Who shares our hu - man birth,
4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,
5 Christ the as-cend - ed King Ex - alt - ed high a - bove,
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Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
And by His death sal - va-tion won For ev-’ry child of -earth;
Our Morn-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
Whose praise un - end -ing a - ges sing, Whom yet un-seen we love;
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With thank -ful - ness and praise We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind, En - light-en all who read,
In - spire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love a - broad,
That light of truth You give To ser-vants as to friends,
When mor - tal life is  past Your voice from heav-en’s throne
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In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in  Your Word by faith to find The bread of life in - deed.
That all may hon - or Christto-day And fol - low Him as Lord.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.
Shall call Your chil - drenhome at last To know as we are known.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024 Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93 Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005698 Tune: Public domain
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

VERSICLES

O Lord, open my lips,
And my mouth will declare Your praise.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia.
PSALMODY

L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him.
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1 Ocome,letussing . .. ............ to the Lord,

2 FortheLordisa . . .............. great God

3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . . ........... made it,

5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ........ to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.

2andagreat . . ... ... 000 king a - bove all gods.
3andHishand ............... formed the dry land.

Sandtothe ................. Ho - ly Spir - it;
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . . .. in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand . ........ bow down,
4 ForHe . . ... .00ttt eeeeenens is our God,
5 asit was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . .. ... Him with songs of praise.

2 the strength of the hillsis . .. ... ... His al - so.

3 let us kneel beforethe . ... ....... Lord, our mak - er.

4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep__ of His hand.

5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.

L  Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C O come, let us worship Him.



FIRST READING Joshua 1:1-9
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After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun,
Moses' assistant, 2“Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan,
you and all this people, into the land that | am giving to them, to the people of Israel.
3Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon | have given to you, just as |
promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the
sun shall be your territory. No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your
life. Just as | was with Moses, so | will be with you. | will not leave you or forsake you.
6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that | swore
to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the
right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. & This Book of
the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. ?Have | not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” by the Holiday Choir
EPISTLE READING 2 Timothy 2:1-8
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You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, ?2and what you
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will
be able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. *No
soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted
him. 5An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 1t is the
hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over what |
say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything. 8 Remember Jesus Christ,
risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HOLY GOSPEL READING Matthew 28:16-20
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The Holy Gospel reading according to St. Matthew the twenty-eighth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

8 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. " And Jesus
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. '°Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them inthe name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° teaching them to observe all that | have commanded
you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”



P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB 729
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1T am trust-ing Thee, Lord Je - sus, Trust-ing on - ly Thee;
21 am trust-ing Thee for par-don; At Thy feet 1  bow,
31 am trust-ing Thee for cleans-ing In the crim -son flood;
41 am trust-ing Thee to guide me; Thou a - lone shalt lead,
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Trust - ing  Thee for full sal - va - tion, Great and free.
For Thy grace and ten - der mer - cy Trust - ing now.
Trust -ing Thee to make me ho - 1ly By Thy blood.
Ev - 'ry day and hour sup - ply - ing All my need.
5. | am trusting Thee for power; 6. |am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Thine can never fail. Never let me fall.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me | am trusting Thee forever
Must prevail. And for all.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79 Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77 Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED

C

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

ATTENDANCE / CONNECT TIME & OFFERING

During this time, please sign the attendance book found in the pew or use your mobile
device to fill out the Connect Card or submit prayer requests on our app or online
at www.trinitymerrill.com/live. You can also visit our app or www.trinitymerrill.com/qive to
learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. (When filling out the
attendance book — please list the names of all in attendance in your family.) If you
are a visitor and you are interested in membership, please put your email and phone
number in the attendance book so we can reach you to discuss membership.)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & THE LORD’S PRAYER

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.


http://www.trinitymerrill.com/live
http://www.trinitymerrill.com/give

COLLECT
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O Lord, Hear my prayer
And let my cry come to You.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

L O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler
and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

COLLECT FOR GRACE

A O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us
to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant
that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings,
being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 228

L  Letus bless the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION LSB 228

P  The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “Fight the Good Fight” LSB 664
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be - lieve, and
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it shall be Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.

fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly.



Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt. Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York Text and tune: Public domain
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Matins from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored in celebration of the 59" wedding
anniversary of Jim & Jean Wiseman.

The flowers on the altar today are sponsored in loving memory of Roger & Lenore
English and Gerald and Carol Duwe and for all the blessings received by Brent &
Crystal Duwe.

CIRCUIT REFORMATION SERVICE — JOIN THE CHOIR! Our Circuit Reformation
Service will be held on Wednesday, October 28, at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church in
Merrill. As part of this special service, Miriam Lipke, Music Director at St. John’s, will be
directing two choir pieces. Miriam is inviting singers and musicians from throughout our
circuit to join the choir for this special occasion. Trinity has many fine singers and
musicians, and it would be wonderful to have some of you represent Trinity in this circuit-
wide choir! A choir practice will be held on Wednesday, October 21, at 6:00 p.m. at St.
John’s Lutheran Church. If you enjoy singing and would like to be part of this special
Reformation celebration, please consider joining them for the practice. Come sing,
celebrate, and give thanks for the Gospel we have received through the Reformation!

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

Trinity is pleased to offer free taxi rides to and from worship services through Blue Jay
Taxi. Simply call 715-921-4110 by Wednesday before the weekend service you plan to
attend.When leaving your message, please include: which worship service you will attend,
your pick-up address and how many people will need transportation to Trinity Church.

OPEN HEARTS FOOD SHELF — VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Our Open Hearts Food Shelf is
open every Wednesday and Friday from 2:00—4:00 PM, providing food to individuals and
families in our community. We are looking for a few volunteers who can help pick up food on
Thursday or Friday mornings and bring it to Trinity. The food will already be packaged and
ready to go—no shopping required! Some muscle is helpful, as there will be boxes and food
packages to load and unload. If you can help on a regular or occasional basis, please contact
the church office or speak with Pastor G. Your helping hands can be an Open Heart to
someone in need!

The Fall Congregational Meeting is October 25 (12:45 PM) after the Ministry Fair.
Trinity Lutheran Church’s fall congregational meeting will follow the Ministry Fair. We will elect
three members to serve three-year terms on the Church Council. If you are a Trinity member,

we encourage you to attend.

QQ 5 % 5 Trinity Dorcas is collecting new and gently used socks for

people in need during the month of October. There is a
SOCKTOBE clothes hamper in the narthex for any size sock donations.

OCTOBER 1st - OCTOBER 31st




Trinity Ministry Fair — October 25, 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Please join us in the church
basement to learn more about the ministries Trinity has to offer and discover where you might
fit in and serve. If your ministry is involved, Set-up is Saturday, October 24, 4:00-6:00
p-m. For questions, contact Dawn Teske at 715-536-7693.

Trinity Kids (Sunday School) Bring your children, grandchildren and your best friend’s
children. Join us at 9:15-10:15 at Trinity School. Children learn about Jesus and his love.

Trunk or Treat — October 31, 10:00 a.m.-Noon

Bring your children, costumes, and Fall excitement for a fun-filled morning of
treats, activities, and community. We look forward to welcoming children and
families from throughout our community for this special day. Want to help? We
are looking for volunteers to host a trunk, assist with activities, and distribute
snacks. We also welcome and would appreciate donations of candy. We look
forward to welcoming many children from our community for this special day.

EAGLES CLUB PANCAKE MEAL BENEFIT FOR MARY ANN KUFAHL - Sunday,
October 25, 2026 — Eagles Club - 9:00-1:00 — Come and support Mary Ann in her
health journey. There will be lunch, a bake sale, raffles. Cost is $13.00 (adults).
Help show your support for a member of our church family.

There is a Yummy Chili Meal going on downstairs today. The Men’s Club would
love for you to stop on down and have lunch with them. There are 9 varieties of
chili and mac and cheese for non-chili lovers. The meal comes with a beverage
and all the fixings. Serving is from 9:00-1:00. Carry-outs are also available. Cost
is $8.00 for adults, $3.00 for children ages 5-12 and Free for under 5.

CIRCUIT REFORMATION SERVICE — JOIN THE CHOIR! Our Circuit Reformation Service will be
held on Wednesday, October 28, at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Lutheran Church in Merrill. As part of this special
service, Miriam Lipke, Music Director at St. John’s, will be directing two choir pieces. Miriam is inviting
singers and musicians from throughout our circuit to join the choir for this special occasion. Trinity has
many fine singers and musicians, and it would be wonderful to have some of you represent Trinity in this
circuit-wide choir! A choir practice will be held on Wednesday, October 21, at 6:00 p.m. at St. John’s
Lutheran Church. If you enjoy singing and would like to be part of this special Reformation celebration,
please consider joining them for the practice. Come sing, celebrate, and give thanks for the Gospel we
have received through the Reformation!

Help Provide Snacks for Our Kindergarteners!

Our Trinity kindergarteners could use some help in providing an afternoon snack each school day at
2:00 p.m. We are grateful for the support of a Thrivent Action Team grant and our Trinity
congregation to help make this possible! Would you like to help provide healthy snacks for our
youngest learners? Donations of items such as apples, oranges, grapes, cheese sticks, meat sticks,
fruit cups, Goldfish crackers, Cheez-Its, graham crackers, or popcorn would be greatly
appreciated. If you would like to donate, please contact Mrs. Lisa before bringing snacks in so we can
coordinate donations and avoid receiving too much at one time.
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NCAKE BREAKFAS
PA to benefit TWEFW
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W Please join us as we come together to support
Chris during her fight against ovarian cancer.

% Sunday, November 15, 2026

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM #
@ Merrill Town Hall > W:
W4594 Progress Ave | Merrill, WI

— BREAKFAST —

Come enjoy a delicious breakfast
with family and friends while
supporting Chris.
Adults — $15
Children 5-12 — $8
Children under 5 — FREE
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- Bake Sale ~
¥ Come for breakfast, stay for the fun, and help us show Chris
just how many people are standing behind her.

Al benefit proceeds will help Chris

during her cancer journey.

o Can't attend but would still like to help
—: Contact Maria at 715-351-0748 :—

'FAN THE FLAME' retreat

for Women of all Ages
Sat, Nov 14th: 9-1 @ Trinity Lutheran, Merrill

1/
= Stoke your fal

fire! Deep
2 Timothy T:

kegister: Trinity office: 715-536-5482

Women are invited to gather for worship, fellowship,
lunch, and connection with one another. Please
mark your calendar and plan to join us. Volunteers
are also needed to help plan this meaningful

event. Please call the church office - 715-536-5482.
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$ S 9:00 AM -12:30 PM
'\ in the Church Fellowshlp Hall

CHURCH OFFICE HELP NEEDED!

Trinity Church is looking for someone who would
be willing to fill in at the church office when
staff is on vacation or takes time off. If you
enjoy helping others and would like to serve
Trinity in this way, we would love to hear from
you! Please contact Robin if you are
interested or would like more information.
715-536-5482.

OCTOBER
Pastor
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The Community Blood Center Blood Drive will be taking place here at Trinity Church on Sunday,
November. 1% from 9:00 AM — 1:00 PM- Please call to make your appointment (800)280-4102.

Help save lives by donating.




