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Introduction 
When I was the pastor of  a small rural church, I tried in many ways to “equip the saints for the 
work of  ministry.”  I preached exegetically through books of  the Bible, my wife, Carol, and I wrote 
daily studies for the adults and children for several of  the books that I preached, and we bought 
Bible study literature from several respected ministries. However, the most productive practice we 
used “for building up the body of  Christ, until we all attain to the unity of  faith and the knowledge 
of  the Son of  God” was daily 
reading through the Bible over the 
course of  a year. After each week’s 
reading, we would gather as a local 
Body on Sunday morning during 
our traditional “Sunday School” 
hour to discuss what we as the local 
Body of  Christ had read and 
studied during the week.  The time 
was open for any questions, 
comments, or insights based on our 
Scripture reading for the week.  
Our daily readings, and our weekly 
time discussing what the Holy Spirit 
t a u g h t o u r g r o u p , w a s 
transformational. I am embarrassed 
to admit that this surprised me. I 
had read through the Bible 
annually for years by myself, and 
with Carol, and knew how that 
time had blessed us. Why wouldn’t I 
have instinctively known, as a 
mature follower of  Christ Jesus, to 
trust God’s all sufficient Word, led 
by His Spirit, to sanctify His 
church? 

A few years ago, while preaching 
through the Gospel of  John, I felt 
compelled upon reaching John 
14:16 to teach on the gift of  the 
Holy Spirit.  Needless to say, over 
the course of  my study, I learned 
much about the person of  the Holy 
Spirit and His work. However, the 
understanding of  Paul's command 
in Ephesians 5:18 to "be filled with 
the Holy Spirit" has impacted my 
life more than any other aspect of  
my study.  

I suspect, if  you were to ask 
Christians you know what that 
instruction meant, you would get as 
many answers as the number of  
people you ask. Through my study 
of  the Bible, I have learned God's 
Word is the best commentary on 
itself. Even though God has blessed 
the Church with "the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the 
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shepherds, and teachers to equip the saints for the work of  ministry, for the building up of  the 
body of  Christ," God's Word alone must be the basis from which each of  these equippers speak. 

Therefore, it is necessary to find the Bible's description of  what being "filled with the Spirit" 
means. Paul, himself, gives us an answer in Colossians 3:16. "Let the word of  Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God". As you read that passage, I suspect the 
question will arise how does that relate to being "filled with the Spirit" in Ephesians 5:18. I believe 
that is a fair question. 

To answer, let us compare both passages using the English Standard Version [as seen in the graph 
on the right]. 

These passages detail how believers are to live, so let's examine the basis from which we are to live 
this way.  In Ephesians, believers are commanded to "be filled with the Spirit" and in Colossians 
believers are commanded to "let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly". I would argue that to live 
the lives described in Ephesians 5:19-6:9 and Colossians 3:16-4:1 a person must be "filled with the 
Spirit" and "let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly". At the least, the apostle Paul is saying, 
"letting the word of  Christ dwell in you richly" is linked to "be filled with the Spirit".  I would 
contend it is more than a mere linkage Paul is making in these passages. I believe he is equating 
"be filled with the Holy Spirit" with "let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly". 

Therefore, if  I am to "walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit",  "pray at all 
times in the Spirit", and "worship in spirit and truth" does it not seem necessary that I would "let 
the word of  Christ dwell in me richly"? 

One of  the best ways I have learned to, "let the word of  Christ dwell in me richly" is to faithfully 
read God's Word. I have been surprised through the years to hear many believers who admit to 
never reading the Bible from Genesis 1:1 to Revelations 22:21. If  someone told me they had read a 
book but only a little of  each chapter and had skipped some chapters entirely, I would question 
how well they knew the story. 

Starting on January 1, 2017, my church, Alamo Ranch Community Church (ARCC) hosted a blog 
-- His Dwelling Word: A Daily Bible Reading which was designed to help our church family fulfill 
these two commands as faithful disciples of  Christ Jesus. My desire with the blog was to continue 
what I had done for many years by reading through the Bible in in a year.  This book is a 
compilation of  that year-long journey I took together with my ARCC family.  
  
Yours in Christ Jesus, 

Roy 
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January 1 
GENESIS 1, MATTHEW 1, EZRA 1, ACTS 1

Genesis 1:1
"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." 

It is obvious the actor is God. It is He who initiates everything. I was struck by the repetition of, 
"and it was so." God said it and "it was so."  

Father, as I read Your Word this year would You always remind me that You are speaking to me; 
that I would see and know that the Bible is Your voice to me. Please, Father, make me as receptive 
to Your Word as the original creation. May it be said of  me as I hear Your voice, "and it was so.” 

Matthew 1:22
"All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet."  

Throughout Matthew, we will see prophecies fulfilled. God always does what He says He will do. 
Matthew shows us many of  the prophecies uniquely satisfied in the life of  Jesus. 

My Lord and My God, may I always trust Your Word because You do what You say. 

Ezra 1:1-2
"In the first year of  Cyrus king of  Persia, that the word of  the LORD by the mouth of  Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LORD stirred up the spirit of  Cyrus king of  Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom 
and also put it in writing: 'Thus says Cyrus king of  Persia: The LORD, the God of  heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of  the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.'" 

To fulfill the Word of  the LORD to Jeremiah, God instructed Cyrus, king of  Persia, to build Him 
a house in Jerusalem. In 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, we are told Cyrus allowed any of  the Jews who 
desired to return to Jerusalem to build the Temple to do so. To me, Cyrus is one of  the intriguing 
individuals in Scripture. In Isaiah 44:28, the LORD refers to Cyrus as "my shepherd" and in 
Isaiah 45:1 Cyrus is called the LORD's anointed whose right hand He holds.  

Sovereign LORD, You hold the king's heart like a stream of  water in Your hand. Thank You for 
the comfort and peace it provides knowing You are in control.  

Acts 1:4-5
"While staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of  the Father, 
which, he said, 'you heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.'" 

Jesus instructs His disciples to stay in Jerusalem, to wait for the promise of  the Father, for the 
baptism of  the Holy Spirit. Sometimes I struggle with patiently waiting. I am one of  those who is 
continually looking for the shortest line to the cash register. Psalm 37:7 says, "Be still before the 
LORD and wait patiently for him." Psalm 46:10 says, "Be still, and know that I am God."  

O LORD, thank you for keeping Your Word, Your promises. Please teach me to know faith in Jesus 
requires me to be patient and wait for You knowing your promises are better than anything I 
accomplish on my own.  
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January 2 
GENESIS 2, MATTHEW 2, EZRA 2, ACTS 2

Genesis 2:1-25
The God of  creation in Genesis 1 reveals something about Himself  in Genesis 2. For the first time 
in Scripture, God describes Himself  as the LORD God (Genesis 2:4). In Genesis 2, the name 
LORD is used 11 times. In Exodus 3 God tells Moses He is going to use him to deliver the people 
of  Israel from slavery in Egypt. When Moses asks what name he should use to describe God if  the 
people of  Israel ask, God, tells him, "Say this to the people of  Israel, 'I AM' has sent you." This 
name I AM is translated LORD in the rest of  the Old Testament. This Hebrew word is translated 
Yahweh (YHWH) and Jehovah. Interesting note: Jesus declares himself  to be "I AM" seven times in 
the Gospel of  John.  

Jesus, thank you for humbling Yourself  as the great "I AM" to become a man so You might 
become the perfect sacrifice for my sin and rebellion against You, the great "I AM." 

In Appendix A, I have an article titled "God's Names as Revealed in Genesis." As we come to a new 
revelation of  God based on His name, I will point it out and reference this article.  

Matthew 2:1-23
Matthew is the perfect connection between the Old Testament (OT) and the New Testament (NT). 
Matthew continually points to Jesus as the fulfillment of  the OT prophecies. We are to consider 
these prophecies as promises God made. 2 Corinthians 1:20 says, "For all the promises of  God find 
their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for His glory."  

LORD God Almighty, may I truly know the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the fulfillment of  all Your 
promises. 

Acts 2:42-47
This passage provides a detailed description of  the Church. What the people did: "They devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and the 
prayers." The result of  their action: "Awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles." How they treated each other: "All who believed were 
together and had all things in common....selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 
the proceeds to all, as any had need." Their constant practice was: "Day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people." What God did: "And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved." 

Lord Jesus may Your Church of  the 21st century be more like these 1st-century believers. Their 
love for You and each other is obvious by their actions. May our lives reflect the same love. Please 
use us in the same way as You add those who are being saved. 
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January 3 
GENESIS 3, MATTHEW 3, EZRA 3, ACTS 3

Genesis 3:1
"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of  the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the 
woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of  any tree in the garden'?" 

Is it not interesting that the devil's first temptation was to question what God says: "Did God 
actually say?" Revelation 12:9 describes the devil or Satan as the deceiver of  the whole world. 
Some translations describe him as the one who leads the whole world astray. In John 8:44, Jesus 
says that when the devil speaks he lies. Jesus calls him the "father of  lies". In our sin nature we 
question and challenge God's Word! Why?  

Matthew 3:1-8
It is interesting in John the Baptist's first statements; he gave two commands. In Matthew 3:2, the 
command is "Repent." In Matthew 3:8, the command is, "Bear fruit in keeping with repentance." 
True repentance always bears fruit as the evidence. In Matthew 21:28-32 Jesus uses a parable of  
two sons which provides a great picture of  true repentance. The first son originally refused to obey 
his father. The second son said he would obey the father but did not. In Matthew 21:29, Jesus tells 
what happened after the first son refused to do what his father asked. Jesus says, "he changed his 
mind and went." In the Greek, "he changed his mind" is one word which means to think 
differently, regret, and repent. A change of  mind is always the first step in true repentance. True 
repentance requires rethinking and agreeing with the Father. The second step in this parable, after 
agreeing with his father, the first son "went." This action is equivalent to "bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance." True repentance has the faith to do what the father asked. Faith always produces 
action. Notice in Matthew 21:32, Jesus charges the chief  priest and elders (Matthew 21:23) with 
failing to repent.  

Ezra 3:3
"They set the altar in its place, for fear was on them because of  the peoples of  the lands, and they offered burnt 
offerings on it to the LORD, burnt offerings morning and evening." 

"They set the altar in place" because they feared the people who lived in the land. The Jews who 
returned (less than 50,000) from Babylon did what God had instructed them to do even though 
opposition surrounded them.  

Father, may my desire to obey Your instruction override all my concerns about what others might 
do or think. May I worship You in the face of  opposition. 

Acts 3:19
"Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out." 

I find it of  great interest that Peter preached the same thing in his first sermon that John the 
Baptist did in Matthew 3:2. To add to the significance of  this command to repent by both John the 
Baptist and Peter, look at Matthew 4:17. When Jesus began to preach, He commanded the same 
thing, "Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven is at hand." It would seem repentance is of  great 
importance.  

Holy Spirit, thank you for convicting of  sin, righteousness, and judgment. Jesus, thank you for 
accomplishing everything necessary so that I can receive the gift of  repentance. Father, I desire to 
be quick to repent, please strengthen my desire. 
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January 4 
GENESIS 4, MATTHEW 4, EZRA 4, ACTS 4

Genesis 4:7
"If  you do well, will you not be accepted? And if  you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is 
contrary to you, but you must rule over it." 

This verse contains the first use of  the word sin in Scripture. To me, this passage presents a vivid 
picture of  sin. It always causes me to stop and think of  sin crouching at the door of  my life, ready 
and waiting for the opportunity to pounce. Doesn't that remind you of  the devil described as a 
roaring lion in 1 Peter 5:8 who is prowling around looking for someone to devour? 

Even though this is the first use of  the word sin, we know sin began its rule over mankind as soon 
as Adam chose to believe Satan rather than God. The thought of  sin ruling man is not the typical 
understanding of  our day. The Bible amply demonstrates this truth in passages such as Romans 
3:9-18 and Ephesians 2:1-3. 

LORD God, may I love what You love and hate what You hate. May my view of  sin match Yours. 
Holy Spirit, I want to be sensitive to Your convicting me of  sin in my life. Please increase my desire 
to rule over sin. 

Matthew 4:1-10
The Holy Spirit only acts in obedience to the Father's will. Since, God the Father allowed His Son 
to be tempted, dealing with temptation must be part of  God's process in me. 1 Corinthians 10:13 
says temptation is common to all of  us, so it would seem wise to learn how to deal with temptation 
from Jesus. Hebrews 4:15 adds to our understanding of  this truth since, "We have a high priest 
(Jesus).....who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin." In Matthew 4:4-10, 
Jesus' response to each of  Satan's temptations is dealt with by Scripture ("it is written"). The writer 
of  Psalm 119 had learned the lesson of  how to deal with temptation. Psalm 119:11 says, "I have 
stored up Your word in my heart, that I might not sin against You." James 1:14-15 tells us sin is 
birthed in us when temptation becomes desire.  

O LORD, may I be full of  Your Word. May I see temptation as the possible birth of  sin in my life. 
Please, may Your Word permeate my thoughts and desires so that I may not sin against You.  

Acts 4:24-31
The believers were told to quit speaking about Jesus in verse 18, "So they called them and charged 
them not to speak or teach at all in the name of  Jesus." When telling their friends what happened, 
they quoted Psalm 2 as the reason for what the leaders were saying and why. Don't you want to 
know the Bible well enough to explain the events of  the day? 
  
May I know your Word so well Lord, that all I think, say and do reflects Your view of  the world. 
May my understanding of  what You say cause me to be bold in saying the same thing. 
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January 5 
GENESIS 5, MATTHEW 5, EZRA 5, ACTS 5

Genesis 5 
It is important when reading and studying the Bible to notice repeated words, phrases or ideas. In 
Genesis 5, the repetition of  "and he died" is the focus of  the chapter with the glaring exception of  
Enoch who did not die because he "walked with God." What must Enoch have been like? What 
was his daily priority? The declaration that "Enoch walked with God" is apparently what Adam 
and Eve did before the Fall. In Genesis 3:8 when Adam and Eve heard the LORD God walking in 
the garden in the cool of  the day, they hid. Did they regularly "walk" with God before the Fall? 
What was that like for Enoch, Adam, and Eve to walk with God? How would I "walk with God"? 

LORD God, I know my natural inclination is not to walk with You. Because of  sin and rebellion, 
my innate desire is to live for myself. I know it is You who seeks me just as You sought Adam and 
Eve that afternoon. Thank you for pursuing me. May my desire and pleasure of  walking with You 
increase.  

Matthew 5:3-11
The repetition of  the word "blessed" is obvious in Matthew 5. Blessed is an interesting Greek 
word. It is translated as fortunate in Acts 26:2. Some Bibles translate the word as happy. My 
favorite translation is "spiritually prosperous." It is obvious Jesus' perception of  who is blessed is 
entirely different from the world's. The world we live in does not equate blessed, fortunate, happy, 
and good with words like poor, mourn, meek, hunger, and thirst, much less persecuted. 

While reading Matthew 5:8, I wondered if  Enoch was "pure in heart." Did he see God while still 
living in the world? Is that what it means to "walk with God"?  

Jesus, please give me eyes to see real spiritual prosperity and a heart to desire it. 

Acts 5:1-11
This event always causes me to pause. If  God acted with such speed in judgment today, I suspect 
"great fear" would seize the whole Church and everyone who heard. I need to remember His 
judgment is always as sure if  not always as quick.  

Am I living a lie? Is there any area of  my life in which I am trying to appear one way to man, and 
yet God sees me another way? My prayer is Psalm 139:23-24, "Search me, O God, and know my 
heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if  there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting!" 

Interesting note: Just as God quickly judged Ananias at the establishment of  the Church, He did 
the same thing to Achan while establishing Israel in the Promised Land in Joshua 7. In each 
instance, God plainly shows His knowledge of  everything taking place and His displeasure, so all 
will know. Both Achan and Ananias tested "the Spirit of  the Lord" with the same results. 
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January 6 
GENESIS 6, MATTHEW 6, EZRA 6, ACTS 6

Genesis 6:5-9
"The LORD saw that the wickedness of  man was great in the earth, and that every intention of  the thoughts of  his 
heart was only evil continually." 

What an indictment of  mankind! Our natural inclination is to minimize the consequences of  
Adam's rebellion against God's instructions, but the Bible makes it very clear He does not. 
Scripture describes the entirety of  our being as corrupt. Our will, our emotions, our conscience, 
our affections are corrupted because of  sin.  
  
God's indictment is not only of  man's wickedness but that his every intention is continually evil. So 
much so, that the God who declared His creation "very good" in Genesis 1:31 is prepared to 
destroy it all. Thank God for Jesus! 1 John 3:8 says, "Whoever makes a practice of  sinning is of  the 
devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of  God appeared was 
to destroy the works of  the devil." Also, thank God for Noah, a righteous, blameless man who, like 
Enoch, walked with God. 

Thank You, Father, for blessing the world with righteous men. I know true righteousness is found 
only in Your beloved Son, Jesus, but thank You for men who were faithful to You. Please raise up 
this type of  man in my generation; men that do "all that God commanded." May I be one.  

Matthew 6:1-8
It's disconcerting that the same God who knew "that every intention of  the thoughts of  his heart 
was only evil continually" (Genesis 6:5), sees what I do in secret. He knows me so well, He knows 
why I do what I do. God knows whether I am acting to be seen by others or acting in obedience to 
Him. He even knows what I need before I ask.  

O, Father, You see and know me so intimately. It is frightening and comforting at the same time. 
How amazing You could know my many, many failings and still love me! Thank You. 

Ezra 6:1-12
Is it hard to believe Darius and Cyrus, foreign kings whose nations did not worship the LORD 
(YHWH), still accomplished His purpose? We should not be surprised because Proverbs 21:1 says, 
"The king’s heart is a stream of  water in the hand of  the Lord; he turns it wherever he will." These 
were not men who like Enoch and Noah "walked with God", but God's plan stands. "For the Lord 
of  hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it 
back?" Isaiah 14:27 

My God and Father, You are Sovereign. You are worthy of  all worship, honor, and praise. Forgive 
my worry and anxiousness about the future. Nothing will thwart Your plan and purpose. May I 
rest in You and You alone. 
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January 7 
GENESIS 7, MATTHEW 7, EZRA 7, ACTS 7

Matthew 7:1-2
The principle of  "the measure you use" is fundamental in the Kingdom of  God. Matthew 7:1-2 
says, "with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will 
be measured to you." Matthew 6:14-15 says, "If  you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you, but if  you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses." Mark 4:24-25 says, "Pay attention to what you hear: with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you...to the one who has, more will be given." Luke 6:38 
tells us, "give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you." 

In the Gospels, Jesus tells us the measure we use in judging, forgiving, hearing and giving will be 
the measure God uses with us. In James 2:13, one who shows no mercy will receive no mercy. The 
Old Testament also states this principle. In Deuteronomy 19:16-19 when a person accuses another 
of  wrong and is lying, the judge is to inflict the intended punishment on the individual who lied. In 
Esther 7:10 and 9:25 what Haman planned for Mordecai and the Jews was inflicted upon him and 
his family. Obadiah 15 says, "As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on 
your own head." This is an eternal principle of  life. Therefore, I must carefully consider my 
thoughts and actions, because the measure I use, God will use with me. 

Ezra 7:1-6
Of  course the "hand of  the LORD his God was on Ezra"! Look at the promise God made to 
Phinehas, Ezra's forefather, in Numbers 25:7-13: "Behold, I give to him My covenant of  peace, 
and it shall be to him and his descendants after him the covenant of  a perpetual priesthood." 
Please read the whole story of  Phinehas. 

LORD God, may I be a man whose passion for You benefits my descendants as Phinehas'. 

Acts 7:51-56
The comparison of  the actions and words of  those who "resist the Holy Spirit" and the one "full of  
the Holy Spirit" is very revealing. Those who "resist the Holy Spirit" become enraged, grind their 
teeth, cover their ears, yell with a loud voice, and drag Stephen from the city to stone him. The one 
"full of  the Holy Spirit" spoke the truth in love, saw the glory of  God in heaven, saw Jesus standing 
at His right hand, and asked that this sin not be held against those who hated and killed him. Now, 
this is true forgiveness.  

O Righteous One, thank You for doing everything necessary for Your Holy Spirit to dwell in those 
who believe. I can read about what it cost You, but I know I do not truly understand the cost. I 
desire to live my life under Your authority and the direction of  Your Spirit. I do not want to lie to, 
test, resist, quench, or grieve Your Spirit. Quickly convict me when I do. 
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January 8 
GENESIS 8, MATTHEW 8, EZRA 8, ACTS 8

Genesis 8:21
"And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, "I will never again curse the ground 
because of  man, for the intention of  man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every 
living creature as I have done." 

If  you didn't know better, you might have thought God's opinion of  man is not very good. Reading 
only the first eight chapters of  Genesis sure would give you that idea. In Genesis 3, God threw 
Adam and Eve out of  the Garden of  Eden. In Genesis 4, after Cain killed Abel, God told Cain he 
was cursed. In Genesis 6, the LORD saw the wickedness of  man and said the thoughts and 
intentions of  his heart were only evil. So much so, the LORD regretted creating man. Here in 
Genesis 8:21, God stipulates this is true from man's youth. Romans 3:10-18 sums up Scripture with 
an even more detailed picture of  fallen mankind. Romans 5:6-10 says man is ungodly, a sinner, an 
enemy of  God and powerless to change his condition. God's opinion of  man's sin is evident. Does 
your view of  sin align with His? Or does it reflect your culture?  

Matthew 8:5-13
This event is one of  my favorites in the Gospels. Jesus' authority and compassion must have been 
well known for this Roman military officer who sought Jesus' help. Even so, his understanding of  
Jesus' authority is exceptional. Even though socially the centurion was the one in power, he 
understands his inferior position to this Jewish teacher. He knew true authority when he saw it. O, 
to have the faith of  the centurion. I pray I, too, would know Jesus' Word is as sure as His action. 
May my life reflect His authority. 

Ezra 8:21-23
"Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him 
a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods. For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of  soldiers 
and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on our way, since we had told the king, 'The hand of  our God is for 
good on all who seek him, and the power of  his wrath is against all who forsake him.'" 

The Israelites (only 1,754 men) were planning to make the five-month journey from Babylon to 
Jerusalem with their families, possessions and all the gold and silver Artaxerxes had given them. 
Ezra, after proclaiming, "The hand of  our God is for good on all who seek him, and the power of  
his wrath is against all who forsake him," was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers to protect them 
on their trip. After declaring a fast to humble themselves before God, the people prayed for safety. 
They knew the dangers awaiting them carrying such a large amount of  silver and gold, but in 
faith, knowing God would protect them, they headed for Jerusalem.  

Lord, may my trust following Your direction be so complete. May I be as assured of  Your 
instruction as Ezra.  

Acts 8:30-35
I find this event in Philip's life hugely encouraging. The Ethiopian eunuch was reading the book of  
Isaiah when Philip approached him. When asked if  he understood what he was reading, the 
eunuch responded: "How can I unless someone explains it to me?"  

Thank You, Lord for teachers like Philip, to whom You have gifted the explanation of  Your Word. 
May I rejoice as the Ethiopian when hearing Your Word. 
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January 9 
GENESIS 9-10, MATTHEW 9, EZRA 9, ACTS 9 

 
Genesis 9:7
"You, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.” 

God gave the same instruction to be fruitful and multiply, to Noah that He gave to Adam and Eve 
(Genesis 1:28). Do you think God just wanted them to have lots of  children to populate the earth 
or, was it His desire for them to have children who glorify Him and fill the earth? Since He had just 
destroyed all mankind except those in the ark, it seems He had something else in mind. In Malachi 
2:14-16, the LORD says He is a witness between the priest and the wives of  their youth, and He 
condemns them of  faithlessness with their wives. In reference to their union verse 15 says, "What 
was the one God seeking? Godly offspring." 

Loving Father, may Your children rear children whose purpose is to know You, love You, enjoy 
You, and glorify You forever. Please, Father, would You bless godly parents with insight into each 
of  their children to see them as You do. Strengthen them to speak the truth in love into their 
children's lives. 

Matthew 9:1-8
"When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to 
men." (Matthew 9:8)  

As I read this event in Jesus' ministry, I am amazed at the conclusion the people reach. In great 
detail, Jesus has claimed to be God by both His words and actions. But the crowd who saw and 
heard Him, even though they glorified God, missed Jesus' point. It is not that God gave such 
authority to men, but to only this One man, His chosen man, who has power both to forgive sin 
and cure physical illness.  

King Jesus, may I always see You for who You are. May I not be distracted by my own opinions 
and ideas. 

Ezra 9:1-15
"Then all who trembled at the words of  the God of  Israel, because of  the faithlessness of  the returned exiles, 
gathered around me while I sat appalled until the evening sacrifice." (Ezra 9:4) 

This event in the nation of  Israel convicts me. Ezra was horrified to learn some of  the people, 
including the priests and Levites, had not kept themselves separate, but had married into foreign 
families with detestable practices. Even though Ezra had not participated in this sin, he included 
himself  as guilty in his prayer of  repentance for the nation. He acknowledged that the country was 
taken into captivity because of  such "evil deeds," but God had given them an opportunity for a 
new start. Instead, they returned to the way of  their fathers.  

There were about 50,000 men who returned from Babylon to Israel. Of  this number, a few over 
100 had taken foreign wives, with about 25% of  those being leaders in the temple. It would be 
simple to say that seems like a small number but Ezra and those who "trembled at the words of  
God," knew it affected the entire nation.  

How have I "separated" myself  from the world? How have I instructed followers of  Christ to do 
the same? James 1:27 says, "Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father is this: to 
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself  unstained from the world." "Do 
not love the world or the things of  the world. If  anyone loves the world, the love of  the Father is 
not in him." (1 John 2:15) These passages help us understand how Christians are to view their life 
in the world. 
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January 10 
GENESIS 11, MATTHEW 10, EZRA 10, ACTS 10 

 
Genesis 11:4
"Then they said, 'Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name 
for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of  the whole earth.’" 

How quick and easy it is to forget God’s instruction. God had instructed both Adam and Noah 
(Genesis 1:28, 9:1) to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, yet here these men have decided to 
make a name for themselves and not fill the earth. Why do I so quickly forget God’s instruction? 
God’s plan and purpose for man are not thwarted. He uses willful and prideful men to accomplish 
His objectives.  

Lord God, creator of  heaven and earth, I know the temptation to make a name for myself. I also 
know You oppose the proud but give grace to the humble. May I be quick to submit to You and 
Your ways. May I see You as the Sovereign One and humble myself  before You.  

Matthew 10:16-22
"Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of  wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves." (Matthew 10:16) 

Life as a believer often does seem like living as sheep among wolves.  

Father, teach me to be shrewd as a snake, yet as innocent as a dove. This mindset appears to be an 
impossible mix, but I believe "with God all things are possible." Please give me the discernment to 
know when to shake the dust off  my feet, confidence in stressful situations to trust Your Spirit to 
provide the proper things to say, and contentment and lack of  fear in being received as my 
Teacher/Master was received. May my life be an acknowledgment of  Jesus and my love for Him 
be the priority. I desire the reward that would only come from the King of  the Kingdom of  
Heaven. May I be one who endures to the end.  

Ezra 10
"All the people sat in the open square before the house of  God, trembling because of  this matter and because of  the 
heavy rain." (Ezra 10:9)  

This passage convicts me of  how lightly I treat sin compared to the people who returned to 
Jerusalem from Babylon. They understood the consequences of  their nation's rebellion against 
God. The result of  their sin was real and intense having lost everything in the exile. Ezra was not 
the only one mourning over their faithlessness. All the men of  Judah and Jerusalem gathered in 
December, in heavy rain, and trembled because of  this matter.  

Almighty God, forgive me for treating so lightly my rebellion against You. May I have the same 
attitude as Ezra toward the sin of  my nation. Please cause us to mourn for our faithlessness to 
You.  

Acts 10:36
"As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of  peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of  all)." 

I love this definition of  the Gospel. The New Living Translation says, "This is the message of  the 
Good News...There is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of  all." John Piper defines 
the Gospel as "a message of  the promises of  God offered to people who will stop hoping in the 
promises of  the world and start hoping in the promises of  God."  

Jesus, I thank You for the promise of  peace with God. May I see rebellion against You as You do. 
Please use me as one who proclaims the desperate need man has for Your promised peace. 
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January 11 
GENESIS 12, MATTHEW 11, NEHEMIAH 1, ACTS 11 

 
Genesis 12:11-20
"Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of  you, and that my life may be spared for your 
sake.” (Genesis 12:13) 

God involves Himself  uniquely in the lives of  Abram and Sarai. Abram asked Sarai to lie to 
protect himself  (Genesis 20:12 shows this to be a half-truth since she is his niece), but God protects 
them by inflicting disease on Pharaoh’s household.  

Thank You, Father, that I can now look back at my life and see Your protecting hand even as I 
lived in rebellion against You. 

Matthew 11:2-6
"Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of  the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, 'Are 
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?'" (Matthew 11:2-3) 

I am encouraged by God's honest portrayal of  the saints in His Word. John, who recognized Jesus 
even before he was born (Luke 1:44), struggles with his doubts as he sits in prison. But, he pursues 
Jesus with his question, "Are you the One?" Jesus responds by describing exactly what the Old 
Testament said the Promised One would do (Isaiah 35:5-6, 61:1). My heart breaks for John when I 
read this passage. He must have asked himself, "Have I run in vain?" Sometimes I struggle with the 
same question. In Isaiah 49:1-5, the Messiah struggles with the same issue. In Isaiah 49:4 He says, 
"I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with 
the LORD, and my recompense with God." Even though the Messiah expressed concern of  
accomplishing nothing, He trusted God knowing it was in His hand and His reward was with 
God.  

Thank you, Jesus, for answering my doubts and questions just like You did John's—through Your 
Word.  

Nehemiah 1:5-11
"O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of  your servant, and to the prayer of  your servants who delight to fear 
your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of  this man." (Nehemiah 1:11) 

The acronym ACTS can be a useful tool for learning how to pray:  
A is for acknowledging/adoration 
C is for confession 
T is for thanksgiving 
S is for supplication (asking God for something)  

Nehemiah's prayer is an excellent example of  an ACTS prayer. In verse 5, Nehemiah 
acknowledges who God is and adores Him for who He is and what He does. In verse 6, he 
confesses not only the sins of  the nation but his and his family's sins. Nehemiah describes sin as 
corrupt and wicked for not keeping God's instruction. In verses 8-9, he is thankful for God's 
promise to restore the people if  they return. Finally, in verse 11, Nehemiah makes his request of  
God, "give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of  this man." 

O LORD God of  heaven, You are a great and awesome God. You are the One who makes and 
keeps promises. Please be attentive to my prayer for those who are studying Your Word this year. I 
quickly admit our tendency to be lackadaisical and lazy about pursuing You through Your Word. 
But we have covenanted together to draw near to You this year. Just as You promise to draw near 
to those who draw near to You, we ask for Your Spirit's encouragement in our feeble efforts to 
glorify You as You are worthy. Thank You for hearing our prayer. 
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January 12 
GENESIS 13, MATTHEW 12, NEHEMIAH 2, ACTS 12

Matthew 12:3-5
“Have you not read what David did when he was hungry." (Matthew 12:3) 

In the Gospel of  Matthew, Jesus often uses the phrase "have you not read" to confront the 
Pharisees' view of  Scripture. He uses it to challenge their thoughts on divorce (Matthew 19:4); who 
He is (Matthew 21:16, 42); and the resurrection (Matthew 22:31). It seems Jesus not only expected 
these people to have read but to believe and apply the Scripture to their lives. In each instance, the 
Jewish authorities are questioning the authority of  God's Word. The question before all of  us is, 
"What is the authority in my life? Upon what do I base my opinions and decisions? Am I primarily 
influenced by what my parents did, or by my friends, or by the culture in which I live?" The Bible 
makes it plain God and His Word are the ultimate authority.  

My God and Father, as I read and study Your Word, may I not only understand it, may my heart 
and will yearn to obey what I know. 

Nehemiah 2:1-8
"So I prayed to the God of  heaven." (Nehemiah 2:4) 

Just as Nehemiah's prayer in Nehemiah 1 is an excellent example of  an ACTS prayer, here in 
Chapter 2, Nehemiah gives an example of  what I have always heard referred to as a "bullet 
prayer." In Nehemiah 2:4, in the middle of  the conversation Nehemiah "prayed to the God of  
heaven." We have no details of  what he prayed, but I suspect we have all done this when a stressful 
situation arises. Nothing comes from our mouth, but our mind cries out "God help me now." 
Matthew 6:8 says, "...your Father knows what you need before you ask him." Even though He 
knows before we ask, Matthew 7:7 says we are to ask, seek, and knock. 

The last statement of  this passage, "And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of  
my God was upon me," causes me to rejoice. When I examine all the events that happened to 
bring this result, I rejoice in the Sovereign LORD. Is it not amazing Nehemiah's brother Hanani 
informed him of  the situation in Jerusalem when he did? Isn't it fortunate as the King of  Persia's 
cup-bearer, Nehemiah had found favor in the king's eyes? What caused a busy king to notice the 
sadness in one of  his servant's eyes? 

Thank You, Father, for providentially working all things together for good for those who love You 
and are called according to Your purpose. 

Acts 12:5-17
"So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church." (Acts 7:5) 

WOW! Talk about answered prayer! I cannot imagine the sense of  loss the Church felt with the 
death of  James and the expected death of  Peter, yet, they began to pray earnestly. The same 
Sovereign LORD who orchestrated Nehemiah's answered prayer arranged the events that led to 
Peter's knock on the door where many were gathered praying for him.  

O Father, please forgive me for my prayerlessness. Holy Spirit, stir within my heart a quick spirit of  
prayer. Always remind me of  the "orchestrating" God I worship and serve. Jesus, You are the great 
and eternal High Priest. Thank You that I can draw near to Your throne of  grace with confidence, 
knowing I will receive mercy and find grace to help in my time of  need. 
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January 13 
GENESIS 14, MATTHEW 13, NEHEMIAH 3, ACTS 13 

 
Genesis 14:18-20
Melchizedek king of  Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of  God Most High.) (Genesis 14:18)  

Genesis 14:18 introduces one of  the most intriguing individuals in the Bible. He is only mentioned 
twice in the Old Testament (Genesis 14:18, Psalm 110:4). Psalm 110 is a short Messianic psalm 
which describes the Messiah as both king and priest after the order of  Melchizedek. We do not 
hear of  Melchizedek again until the book of  Hebrews where the explanation of  the relationship 
between Jesus, the Messiah, and Melchizedek is provided in detail. Hebrews 5:9-10 sums up this 
relationship very nicely, "And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the source of  eternal salvation 
to all who obey him, being designated by God a high priest after the order of  Melchizedek."  

God Most High, Possessor of  heaven and earth, just as Melchizedek blessed You for delivering 
Abram's enemies into his hands, I praise You for delivering me from the hands of  my enemy. I 
bless You for Jesus, the source of  my salvation. 

Check Appendix A for this new revelation of  God as El Elyon.  

Matthew 13:44-46
"The kingdom of  heaven" is a key concept, if  not the key concept of  Jesus' teaching in Matthew. 
The kingdom is described as "of  heaven" over 30 times, "of  God" five times and "of  their Father" 
once. Jesus' first public statement is, "Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven is at hand" (Matthew 
4:17). In Matthew 5, Jesus describes who will enter and be blessed in the kingdom of  heaven 
(Matthew 5:3, 10, 19-20). In Matthew 7:21, Jesus says just calling Him "Lord, Lord" is not 
sufficient for entrance into the kingdom: only those who do His Father's will enter. In Matthew 
8:11, Jesus says not just Jews will enter the kingdom. In Matthew 10:7, He tells His followers to 
proclaim, "the kingdom of  heaven is at hand." In Matthew 11:11-12, Jesus compares the greatest 
of  this world to the least of  the kingdom and adds that since John the Baptist, the kingdom of  
heaven is advancing by violent men laying hold on it. In Matthew 13:11, Jesus tells His followers 
the knowledge of  the secrets of  the kingdom of  heaven are given to them. In the rest of  Matthew 
13, He uses the repetitive descriptive phrase, "the kingdom of  heaven is like" eight times (Matthew 
13:24, 31, 33, 43, 44, 45, 47, 52). In today's passage, Jesus makes it clear the kingdom is a treasure 
of  great value, worth more than everything I have. How do I see the kingdom of  heaven? Is it as 
important to me as it is my King? Is it worth more than everything I have? 

Referring to Matthew 13:44, the Puritans ask the question, "Have you bought the pearl?" Doesn't 
that sum up these three verses very succinctly? 

My God and my Father, I am increasingly aware of  my unworthiness to be included as a citizen of  
Your Kingdom. When I consider the finished work of  Your beloved Son and realize Your 
acceptance of  me is not just as a citizen, but as a child, I am overwhelmed. When Jesus tells me 
You love me as You love Him, it blows me away! Thank You does not seem a sufficient response. 
May You be glorified in me. May my devotion to You be evident to others and bring You much 
glory. I want to be one who has "bought the pearl."  
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January 14 
GENESIS 15, MATTHEW 14, NEHEMIAH 4, ACTS 14

Genesis 15:2
“O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of  my house is Eliezer of  Damascus?” 

Adoni is a new name for God used by Abram in this verse. In the title Lord GOD, Lord is Adoni. 
You will notice GOD is in all capital letters. The first use of  this Hebrew word YHWH is in 
Genesis 2:4 as LORD. Many Bibles translate this title as Sovereign LORD. 

Genesis 15:16
“They shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of  the Amorites is not yet complete.”  
  
I wonder how God determines which level of  sin deserves destruction? It is evident throughout 
history nations indeed come and go. Is it because they "fill up the measure of  their sins"? (1 
Thessalonians 2:16) I fear that my country is very near this place if  we have not already reached 
it.  

Sovereign LORD, You alone know. As I see how rampant sin is in the culture and how godless we 
as a nation have become, I fear your just judgment on the United States of  America. Father, we 
deserve Your justice, but I would pray for Your mercy. Please, Lord, send a revival upon Your 
people in this nation. May the Holy Spirit stir in the believers in this country, so Your Name may 
be glorified as You are worthy, and may many people come to know You as Lord and Savior. 

Matthew 14:15-36
I can't imagine what it must have been like for the twelve disciples to spend time with Jesus; to see 
Him feed 5,000 men with such a small amount of  food, to walk on water, and have the power to 
calm the storm. Even with the evidence of  the change in the disciples after Pentecost, it sometimes 
seems it would have been better to have been with Him then, than as a follower of  Him now. Jesus, 
however, tells us in John 16:7, "...it is to your advantage that I go away, for if  I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you. But if  I go, I will send him to you." I fear Jesus says to me, like He did 
Peter (Matthew 14:31), "you of  little faith, why do you doubt?"  

A question of  interest: Does doubt cause little faith or reveal little faith? Or is it an opportunity to 
examine the foundation of  faith?  

Holy Spirit, it seems I see things in the physical realm so clearly. Please give me eyes to see the 
spiritual realm with clarity.  

Acts 14:11-20
How amazing! The people of  Lystra want to offer sacrifices to the apostles because they think they 
are gods. Then, a few strangers show up and begin to speak poorly about them, so the people join 
in stoning Paul and leaving him for dead. My experience is similar, not that I have been worshiped 
as a god or stoned, but I find people capable one day to think highly of  me as they praise what I 
am doing, then it seems almost the next day I am stoned with their words and then left as if  dead. 
Acts 14:22 reminds and convicts me that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of  
God. 

Father, may I be like Paul and Barnabas and continue to strengthen the believers, even in those 
places where I have suffered much. 
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January 15 
GENESIS 16, MATTHEW 15, NEHEMIAH 5, ACTS 15 

 
Genesis 16:1-16
The details of  Abram, Sarai, and Hagar's relationship confound me. Because of  sin, we all struggle 
with the same issues. Sarai and Abram were impatiently waiting for the son God promised 
(Genesis 15:4) and decided to take things into their own hands. The consequences of  this decision 
have been long-lasting since Ishmael's descendants become the Arab nations. Apparently, Hagar 
had no say about this decision, but when she became pregnant, she looked with contempt on 
Sarai. Many translations use the word despised. The underlying problem seems to be pride 
because of  her pregnancy. 

Holy Spirit quickly show me the areas of  my life where I do not wait on the Lord and grant me an 
understanding of  the inevitable consequences. Please open my eyes to see my sinful pride. 

Genesis 16:13
"So she called the name of  the LORD who spoke to her, 'You are a God of  seeing,' for she said, 'Truly here I have 
seen him who looks after me.'" 

What a great way to know and understand God! "A God of  seeing...him who looks after me"; to 
know that God sees me in everything—that He sees me in my need as much as He sees me in my 
pride. 

Matthew 15:3-11
It seems these Pharisees and scribes had forgotten what Hagar learned about the all-seeing God. 
They acted as if  God did not know their thoughts and intentions (Genesis 6:5). They believed God 
only saw their self-erected facade. "This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me." The fact God sees not just my outward activity, but also my thoughts and motives, is a 
double-edged sword because my outward and inward self  do not always align. 

Father, I must confess to being more like these Pharisees than I would like to admit. I do present an 
outward appearance of  righteousness while allowing worldly inward thoughts. Please forgive me; I 
do not want to be a double-minded man. May I love You and Your ways above my own. 

Nehemiah 5:1-13
In Nehemiah's day, just as in ours, families struggled to stay intact and provide for 
themselves. When Nehemiah heard of  their complaints, he confronted those who exacerbated the 
problem by charging their kinsmen interest. This burden was against God's instruction in Exodus 
22:25, "If  you lend money to any of  my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a 
moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him." 

This passage in Nehemiah reminds me of  Acts 2:44-45 which describes the care and concern the 
first church in Jerusalem had for each other. We know there will always be greed and selfishness in 
the world, but the Church is to be uniquely different. Jesus addressed this in John 13:34-35 when 
he told His followers they were to love one another just as He loved them. Additionally, treating 
fellow believers in this way proves to the world who are is His true disciples.  

Lord Jesus, You speak so plainly about Your care for those the Father gave You. Instill in me the 
same concern. Forgive my greed and selfishness toward my brothers and sisters in Christ.  
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January 16 
GENESIS 17, MATTHEW 16, NEHEMIAH 6, ACTS 16 

 
Genesis 17:1-2
"I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may 
multiply you greatly." 

El-Shaddi (God Almighty) is a new name for God used by Abram in this verse. [See Appendix A for 
the full list.] 

Genesis 17:3-4 
"Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 'Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of  
a multitude of  nations.'"  

This covenant is not the first that God made with man, nor is it the last, because of  the new 
covenant promised in Jeremiah 31:31-34. However, it is an important one throughout Scripture. In 
the rest of  Genesis 17, God Almighty tells Abraham eleven times what He will do because of  this 
covenant. This covenant is an everlasting promise made to Abraham, passed through Isaac, to his 
offspring. Ultimately, the promise is, "I will be their God." In Romans 9:8, Paul refers to these as 
"children of  the promise." Galatians 3 and 4 describe the depth of  meaning of  this covenant made 
by God Almighty. Galatians 3:29 says, "If  you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise." In Galatians 4:28 we are told: "you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of  
promise." Since Isaac was a "miracle" child (Genesis 17:15-17, Romans 4:19) so, too, are those 
who believe in Jesus Christ. Just as it was the activity of  God Almighty that caused Isaac's birth so, 
also, it is the action of  God Almighty in providing new birth for all who are in Christ.  

God Almighty, I thank You and praise Your Holy name for including me in the list of  children of  
the promise.  

Nehemiah 6:1-15
I think Nehemiah understood Matthew 10:16 before Jesus spoke, "Behold, I am sending you out as 
a sheep in the midst of  wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves". Nehemiah was 
definitely in the midst of  wolves, both outside and inside the camp.  

Father, thank You for the example of  men like Nehemiah, who with single-mindedness fulfill the 
task You gave them. May I have the same single focus.  

Acts 16:22-25
"About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them," (Acts 16:25) 

After being beaten with rods, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God! Reading this 
event convicts me. Why am I so easily silenced when confronted with significantly less rejection?  
Forgive me Father for so easily being defeated when persecution comes my way. Strengthen me to 
be praying and singing hymns to You in the middle of  my distress so that hopefully the other 
prisoners will listen. 
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January 17 
GENESIS 18, MATTHEW 17, NEHEMIAH 7, ACTS 17 

 
Genesis 18:22-33
Abraham recognized the LORD as "Judge of  all the earth." Notice the request/prayer Abraham 
makes. His request is a prayer of  intercession. Abraham asks the LORD to spare the wicked for 
the sake of  the righteous. Abraham knew these people since he had delivered some of  them from 
captivity in Genesis 14.  It seems Abraham also recognized the limited number of  righteous in 
Sodom. He did not just ask just for Lot and his families deliverance, but for the entire city. What a 
gracious and kind neighbor! Isn't it interesting that Abraham loved his neighbor as himself ?  

Judge of  all the earth, forgive me for acting as if  I am the judge. May I be as gracious as Abraham 
in my care and love for my neighbors. 

Matthew 17:17-20
"O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you?" 

Wow, Jesus was frustrated with His follower's unbelief ! He later responds to their question of  why 
they couldn't drive out the demon with, "because you have so little faith." Amazingly, then Jesus 
says, "For truly...if  you have faith like a grain of  mustard seed." They could move mountains with 
such small faith. Faith is always the issue in the kingdom of  God. In Hebrews 11:6, we are told: 
"without faith it is impossible to please him." The disciples knew who Jesus was and in general 
believed Him. But in this specific situation, Jesus tells them they did not even show faith as small as 
a mustard seed. How often do I do the same thing? I believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  the 
living God, but what about in those stressful situations, do I exhibit faith smaller than a mustard 
seed? 

Nehemiah 7:5
"Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles and the officials and the people to be enrolled by 
genealogy." 

After Nehemiah finished the wall and gates of  the city, he realized there were very few people 
there. So he took a census. As I read, "Then my God put into my heart," I realized that is what I 
want for all of  my life. I desire the things "my God" would want me to be and do. It is so easy for 
the things in my heart to be placed there by me, or the people around me or even the culture in 
which I live.  

Father, this morning, I open my heart to what You would place in it. I commit to protect my heart 
from anything else. Holy Spirit, please protect my heart from any influence except Yours. Jesus, 
thank You for my new heart. I desire that it would be a heart for You. 

Acts 17:30-31
"The times of  ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed 
a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of  this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead."  

Why would God command everyone everywhere to repent and turn to Him? The reason He 
would make such a command is that He has fixed the day on which everyone will be judged. He 
has proven Jesus to be the Judge by raising Him from the dead. The world is to recognize the 
LORD Jesus as the "judge of  all the earth" just as Abraham did. 
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January 18 
GENESIS 19, MATTHEW 18, NEHEMIAH 8, ACTS 18 

 
Genesis 19:16
Why was the LORD so merciful to Lot and his family? 2 Peter 2:7-8 says, "He rescued righteous 
Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of  the wicked (for as that righteous man lived among 
them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and 
heard); then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials." To what extremes will God go to 
rescue those He justifies? 

Matthew 18:1-35
This chapter of  Matthew challenges my view of  sin in myself  and others, and how I deal it. Jesus 
compares pride and humility. The result of  pride is no entrance into the kingdom of  heaven. 
Humility brings greatness in the kingdom. How I treat those, who humble themselves is crucial. If  
I welcome them I welcome Jesus; if  I cause one of  them to sin it would be better for me to die a 
horrible death. Sin in my life should be of  such importance that I realize it would be better to be 
physically maimed than to continue in sin. Do not look down on those who humble themselves 
because God in heaven is their protector. If, however, someone sins against me, I must try to make 
it right just between the two of  us. If  I am unable to make it right, then others are to be involved 
even to the point of  including the Church. But, most importantly, I must forgive them from my 
heart. 

Nehemiah 8:1-18
Nehemiah 8 is a great encouragement to me. God blessed this group of  returned exiles in so many 
ways. Just as He promised, He returned them to their home after 70 years of  captivity in Babylon. 
The LORD directed kings Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes to allow the people to go home and to 
provide the necessary materials to rebuild. He facilitated their successful return by giving great 
leadership through Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah.  

After all these years the walls of  Jerusalem are rebuilt, so what did the people do? They gathered as 
"one man" and asked Ezra to read and instruct them from the Book of  the Law of  Moses. As they 
stood and listened attentively, their response to God's word was "Amen, Amen." In Hebrew, amen 
means "surely it is true"; it is a strong affirmation and acceptance of  what is said. However, as they 
heard, they were convicted to the point of  weeping. The leaders told them not to mourn because 
today was a holy day, a day of  celebration of  all the LORD had done. They affirmed this by 
saying, "the joy of  the LORD is your strength."  

O Sovereign LORD, may I see Your hand as I look back at my life. May I know it is You who has 
directed my path. May I know how blessed I am. May I rejoice knowing both my joy and strength 
are in YOU. Great is Your grace. 
  
Acts 18:28
The Scriptures Apollos used, in "showing...that Jesus was the Christ" were all from the Old 
Testament. Luke 24:27 referring to Jesus says, "And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself." Jesus used Moses and the 
Prophets to prove to those men on the road to Emmaus that He was the Christ. I would love to 
have heard that explanation. How blessed I am to have the revelation of  Jesus in the flesh through 
the New Testament. I desire to see Him more fully in the Old Testament.  
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January 19 
GENESIS 20, MATTHEW 19, NEHEMIAH 9, ACTS 19

Genesis 20:1-18
How thorough is God at protecting His children and preserving in His plan? Out of  fear for his 
life, even though the LORD had repeatedly told Abraham he would have a son with Sarah, 
Abraham asked Sarah to lie to Abimelech about being his sister rather than his wife. If  Abimelech 
had slept with Sarah, it could have been said Abimelech was the father of  Sarah's child. But God 
had already purposed for Abraham and Sarah to be the parents of  Isaac because it was through 
Isaac the promise/covenant of  God would be fulfilled.  

Almighty God and Sovereign Lord, thank You for Your perfect plan and purpose. Thank You for 
protecting Your children even from themselves. I know You have been gracious to me by protecting 
me from myself. 

Genesis 20:4 
"Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, 'Lord, will you kill an innocent people?'" 

God's answer to Abimelech's question would be, yes! I will kill My innocent Son for the sake of  My 
people. John 11:50 says, "'Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die 
for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.' He did not say this of  his own accord, but 
being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation 
only, but also to gather into one the children of  God who are scattered abroad." Acts 2:23 adds to 
our understanding, "Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of  lawless men." 

Matthew 19:16-22
Anything I put before God is an idol. It is so much easier to see other people’s idols than to 
understand my own. It sure is easy to see the idol of  this man's heart.  

Gracious and Loving Father, I desire to love You with my whole heart. I know this is impossible if  I 
make anything or anyone the priority in life other than You. Please give me eyes to see the idols of  
my own life. Since it is easier to see other's idols, please place people in my life who love You and 
me enough to expose these to me. May I quickly and humbly accept this loving correction. 

Nehemiah 9:3
At the end of  the Feast of  Booths, after a week of  hearing the Law of  God read and taught, the 
Jews spent three hours reading from the Book of  the Law and another three hours confessing their 
sin and worshiping the LORD.  

LORD God, reading this morning convicted me of  how little extended time I/we, as 21st century 
Christians in America, spend in corporate study of  Your word and confession and prayer. As a kid, 
I remember week-long "revivals" where the Church met together twice a day for this purpose. Acts 
2:42-47 describes the activities of  the first church. In verse 46, Luke describes church fellowship as 
"day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes."  

Jesus, forgive us for being so nonchalant toward Your bride, the Church. Stir in us a love for her 
like Yours. May we value her as You do. 

Acts 19:23
I like people of  "The Way" to describe disciples of  the Lord Jesus Christ. Several scriptures in Acts 
(Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22) refer to the Church as "The Way." In John 14:6, Jesus defines 
Himself  as, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
If  you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him." Such a profound statement: Jesus is the only "Way" to God, and if  you have seen 
Jesus, you have seen God. 
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January 20 
GENESIS 21, MATTHEW 20, NEHEMIAH 10, ACTS 20

Genesis 21:33 
“Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of  the LORD, the Everlasting God.” 

What a great name for God, "the LORD, the Everlasting God." In the ESV this passage is the only 
time this exact phrase is used to describe God. Isaiah 40:28 says, "The LORD is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of  the ends of  the earth." In this verse, the order is reversed, but the meaning is 
obviously the same, "the LORD is God Everlasting." The rest of  the Bible makes it abundantly 
clear God must be "from everlasting to everlasting." In Psalm 90:2 Moses says, "Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God." 

If  this were not so, He could not make "everlasting covenants" with Noah (Genesis 9:16), Abraham 
(Genesis 17:7), and David (2 Samuel 23:5). His steadfast love could not "endure forever" in Psalm 
136 if  He were not the Everlasting God. (So that you know, the Psalmist repeats 26 times "his 
steadfast love endures forever.") Everything in the world in which we live has an end. But God is 
described as the "Alpha and Omega...who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty" (Revelation 1:8). 

Thank You, Everlasting God for being unchanging. Everything I know is in constant change, but 
You remain the same. You do as You will as the Almighty One and what You do is good and right. 
May my spirit be settled in You as I live in a sea of  unsettledness. 

Matthew 19:30-20:16
"But many who are first will be last, and the last first." (Matthew 19:30) 

Since Matthew 19:30 and Matthew 20:16 are the same statement in reverse order, it would seem 
obvious the parable is an illustration of  the proverb. What insight does the parable of  the 
landowner and the laborers give to the proverb? How does this relate to the discussion Jesus has 
with the rich man in Matthew 19:16-26, and His answer to Peter's question in Matthew 19:27-30? 

Nehemiah 10:28-39
These Israelites are a serious-minded group of  people! In Nehemiah 8 and 9, those Jews who 
returned from exile spent a great deal of  time studying the Word of  God, which lead to 
repentance, prayer, and worship. In Nehemiah 9:38, they commit to a signed written covenant to 
keep God's instruction. Just look at what they have committed themselves to before God and each 
other. They bound themselves with a curse and an oath to keep the LORD's commands. They 
committed to not intermarry with foreigners. They promised to observe the Sabbath, rest the land 
every seven years and fulfill all God's instruction concerning forgiveness of  debt. "We will not 
neglect the house of  our God" sums up verses 32-39. 

Almighty God, You alone are worthy of  such commitment. Thank You for the example of  this 
group of  people. May Your Word stir in me the same repentance, prayer, and worship that leads to 
a more profound commitment to You and Your kingdom. 

Acts 20:20-21
"I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to 
house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of  repentance toward God and of  faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." 

What an excellent description of  life as a believer: "repentance toward God and of  faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ." There are many ways of  preaching the gospel to myself, but this is one of  my 
favorites. Repentance is a key, if  not the key, to the Kingdom of  God. Jesus made that so clear. And 
how many times did He speak of  believing Him, who He is, what He does and what He says? 
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January 21 
GENESIS 22, MATTHEW 21, NEHEMIAH 11, ACTS 21

Genesis 22:1-2
"After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 'Abraham!' And he said, 'Here I am.' He said, 'Take your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of  Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one 
of  the mountains of  which I shall tell you.'" 

God tested Abraham. The tests God brings into my life seem so trivial compared to this test of  
Abraham, but all of  God's tests are ultimately the same. The question of  each test is, "Do you trust 
Me?" The test of  sacrificing Issac is God asking Abraham, "Do you trust me with your future?" 
God told Abraham His promise flowed through Isaac. Abraham believed that promise and sent 
Ishmael away. Now God is testing Abraham's obedience by asking him to lay his future on His 
altar. Hebrews 11:17–19 tells us Abraham believed God was able to raise Isaac from the dead to 
fulfill His promise. The question to us is, "Am I as trusting of  God and His promises as Abraham?" 

Matthew 21:10-11
"And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, 'Who is this?' And the crowds said, 'This is 
the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of  Galilee.'" 

Throughout the Gospels, there is an ongoing debate about who Jesus is. In most of  these 
discussions, there is an element of  truth. Just as in this passage, the crowd declares Jesus to be a 
prophet. Obviously, He is a prophet, but He is much more. It is rare during Jesus' life on earth for 
Him to be seen and known in the completeness of  who He is. Am I guilty of  the same thing? Have 
I settled for knowing the easily seen Jesus without pursuing a deep relationship? 

Jesus, my Lord, and my God, please forgive me for seeing You in part but not the whole. I want to 
know You as fully as You desire to be understood. Please, Holy Spirit, strengthen my eyes, my 
mind, and my heart to know Jesus.  

Acts 21:4-14
This passage has always raised many questions for me. Since these disciples are speaking through 
the Spirit, why does Paul not take their counsel? Were they, in fact, warning him not to go to 
Jerusalem? Or was the Spirit allowing them to understand what lay before Paul as confirmation of  
what was to happen? As the Spirit speaks to individuals, can they interpret the insight differently?  

In Acts 20:22-23, Paul tells the Ephesians, "I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not 
knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that 
imprisonment and afflictions await me." Not only does this passage cause me to have questions, but 
it also reminds me of  Jesus as he goes to Jerusalem knowing more than imprisonment and 
afflictions await Him. Luke 9:51 says, "He set His face to go to Jerusalem." Many translations add 
the adjective steadfastly or resolutely to describe Jesus' resolve to go to Jerusalem.  

Sovereign Lord Jesus, thank You for the gift of  men and women who, like Paul, live their lives 
pointing to You.  Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit who instructs and guides Your 
followers. Thank You for knowing the exact cost, yet resolutely going to the cross for me. May I be 
like Paul, who trusted Your Spirit's instruction even as he heard conflicting arguments from those 
who loved and cared for him. 
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January 22 
GENESIS 23, MATTHEW 22, NEHEMIAH 12, ACTS 22

Genesis 23:3-4
Even though God had promised Abraham the land (Genesis 15:18) from the river Nile to the great 
river Euphrates, he purchased the first piece believing God would fulfill His promise. That parcel 
of  land became the family burial plot for Sarah (Genesis 23:19), Abraham (Genesis 25:9), Isaac 
and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah (Genesis 49:29-31). Hebrews 11:8–10 tells us Abraham lived by 
faith in this land, but he was looking forward to a city designed and built by God. 

Father, please strengthen me to live faithfully in the place You have me, trusting Your promises and 
always remembering I live as a foreigner here, keeping my eyes fixed on my ultimate destination. 

Matthew 22:1–6 
Thinking of  the city built by God, I love this description. Jesus describes the kingdom of  heaven as 
a feast but not just any feast, a wedding feast for the King's son. A wedding is supposed to be one 
of  the happiest times of  life, and this is the event Jesus chose to describe eternity in His kingdom. 
The original invitees declined the invitation because they thought what they had was better than 
anything they would receive at the wedding feast. They remind me of  the third type of  person in 
Mark 4:18–19 whose care for the things of  the world and the deceitfulness of  earthly riches choke 
out what they have heard about the kingdom of  heaven. Revelation 19:7–9 gives a great picture of  
this wedding feast.  

Nehemiah 12:8-44
It is easy while reading this chapter to let all the names overwhelm me, but the fact that all these 
people gathered to dedicate the Wall of  Jerusalem impresses me. It seems rare for anything to be 
dedicated today, much less a wall. Let's examine the content of  this dedication: Music was an 
integral component. Verse 8 provides the names of  those in charge of  the songs of  thanksgiving. In 
verse 27 the dedication was with gladness, thanksgiving, singing, with symbols, harps, and lyres. 
There are also two great choirs. 

Gracious and good God, thank You for the gift of  musicians and song. Thank You, Holy Spirit, for 
bringing a song of  praise into my mind. Please stir within me a new song of  dedication to glorify 
my God.  

Acts 22:10
"'What shall I do, Lord?', I asked. 'Get up,' the Lord said, and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that 
you have been assigned to do.'"  

If  envy weren't a sin, I would be envious of  Paul. It seems it would be so much easier if  God would 
just tell me what I had been assigned to do. Ephesians 2:10 reminds me, "For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them." I want to do all those things prepared (assigned) to me by God. However, 
knowing Roy as I do, if  God told me beforehand His assignments for me, I would attempt to 
accomplish them on my own. Instead, what He wants me to do is to trust Him and walk faithfully 
in what He shows me. I am to walk according to the Spirit and not my fleshly ideas and 
perceptions.  

Father, I want to complete all You would call me to do. Please continue to prepare, strengthen and 
encourage me in Your work. Holy Spirit convict me quickly when I am walking anywhere other 
than where You are leading.  
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January 23 
GENESIS 24, MATTHEW 23, NEHEMIAH 13, ACTS 23

Genesis 24:1–8
What a grand statement: "The LORD had blessed Abraham in all things." Abraham spent his life 
following God and now as the end drew near, he trusted God to fulfill the promise to the next 
generation. Scripture describes Abraham as a friend of  God (2 Chronicles 20:7, James 2:23). 

Isn't it interesting that Abraham determined Isaac should not return to the land of  his ancestors 
but should have a wife from among his kinsmen, rather than from the Canaanites? After reading in 
Ezra of  all the problems created by marrying foreign women, Abraham was wise in his decision. 
The provision of  Rebekah as a wife for Isaac is a magnificent example of  the providential care of  a 
loving and faithful God. 

Father, thank You for all the examples in Scripture of  Your sovereign control of  events. What a 
beautiful picture of  Your care for those who trust in You.  

Matthew 23:37
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!" 

What an incredible heart and attitude! In Matthew 23:34, Jesus says He is the One sending these 
prophets whom Jerusalem kills. He desires to protect them like a hen protects her chicks, but, they 
were not willing. 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for not having this attitude toward those who offend me. I desire to love as 
You love. I am in awe of  Your ability to speak the truth in love. You are bold as You truthfully 
describe the people in this chapter, but Your heart is a heart of  love, desiring to draw them to 
Yourself  even though they were unwilling. 

Nehemiah 13:1–31
O my, how zealous Nehemiah was for God and His ways. In his absence, the people went back to 
their old way of  life. He confronted everyone from the priests to the foreign merchants about how 
the people of  God were to be obedient to God's instruction. He had experienced the consequences 
of  his father’s sins by his captivity in Babylon. He had also seen God's gracious hand in restoring 
the people to the Promised Land. Nehemiah did not want the people to return to their rebellion 
against God, knowing it would again bring God’s discipline upon the nation of  Israel just as He 
promised. 

Father, thank You for those who faithfully call us to repentance and Your instruction. 

Acts 23:6
"Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of  Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of  the dead that I 
am on trial." 

When Paul speaks of  the hope and the resurrection of  the dead, he was standing on solid ground. 
In Mark 12:26–27, Jesus makes the resurrection of  the dead very clear. Using Exodus 3:6, when 
the LORD appeared to Moses in the burning bush, Jesus makes the point that God in this present 
time is the father of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The LORD does not say, "I was the God of  your 
father, The God of  Abraham, the God of  Isaac and the God of  Jacob." He says "I am the God" of  
these men. In Mark 12:27, Jesus emphasizes this by saying, "He is not the God of  the dead, but of  
the living. You are quite wrong." Like Paul’s hope, Jesus, my hope is in You, the firstborn from the 
dead. 
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January 24 
GENESIS 25, MATTHEW 24, ESTHER 1, ACTS 24

Genesis 25:29-32
Reading the Bible causes me to realize I have more in common with some of  these individuals 
than I care to admit. Today, it is Esau. I easily slip into the perception that right now is all that 
matters, just as Esau did. He sold his birthright for a bowl of  stew! Genesis 25:5 says Abraham 
gave all he had to Isaac. This act of  Abraham provides a visual description of  the birthright Esau 
sold for that bowl of  stew. He sold all he was to inherit from his father Isaac for a meal! How often 
does my focus on the present cause me to lose sight of  my eternal inheritance? What infinite value 
do I forfeit by fulfilling my "right now" desire? 

Matthew 24:3
"Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of  your coming and of  the end of  the age?" 

As I grow older, the disciples' question is increasingly relevant to me. I often think of  the "signs of  
times" (Matthew 16:1–3). I wonder how close the end of  the age is. Can I interpret the signs of  the 
times? When my mind goes in this direction, I inevitably think of  the last of  this chapter. Am I 
staying awake? Am I ready for the Lord's return? Am I the faithful, wise servant? 

Jesus, I know You are coming again. I pray, "Come, Lord Jesus!" I desire to be one of  the blessed 
who You will find obediently following Your instruction. 

Esther 1:12-18
These men knew the behavior of  those in leadership affected the entire population. If  Vashti felt 
free to reject the authority of  the king, why should the citizens of  the empire be any different? It 
seems many people in our day have either forgotten, never learned, or don't care about this 
principle. Actions taken, seemingly in private, very often becomes public, with the consequences 
affecting not just the parties involved, but the public in general. Numbers 32:23 says, "be sure your 
sin will find you out." 

Paul understood this principle. In 1 Timothy 2:1-2, Paul says, "I urged that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, 
that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way." Paul understood the 
decisions of  those in leadership affect our lives. 

Father, I pray for those in positions of  authority in our country. As a sovereign God, you raise up 
kings and rulers. Therefore, I would ask for those in positions of  power to have a heart after You. 
Would You please surround those You raise up with wise and righteous counsel for Your glory and 
Your children's good. 

Acts 24:25
Jesus told his disciples events like Paul's imprisonment and trial before Felix would 
happen. Matthew 10 is a thorough description of  what Jesus' disciples should prepare for in the 
world. Matthew 10:17–20 is very specific to Paul's situation. Paul has been dragged into court, 
before governors and kings for Jesus' sake, to be a witness before them. Now as he speaks with 
Felix, he is not to be anxious because it is not he who will speak but the Spirit of  his Father, and 
that is precisely what happens here in Acts 24:25. 

In John 16:8–11, Jesus says the Holy Spirit will convict the world concerning sin, righteousness, 
and judgment. Notice that Paul reasoned with Felix about righteousness, self-control, and the 
coming judgment. The Holy Spirit spoke through Paul and did what Jesus said He would do. 

Holy Spirit, as You lead my involvement in peoples' lives, please use me as You have used others 
through the centuries to speak my Lord's Truth. May I live my life, so His Truth is reflected; not 
just by my words but by my actions. 
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January 25 
GENESIS 26, MATTHEW 25, ESTHER 2, ACTS 25

Genesis 26:7
"When the men of  the place asked him about his wife, he said, 'She is my sister,' for he feared to say, 'My wife,' 
thinking, 'lest the men of  the place should kill me because of  Rebekah,' because she was attractive in appearance." 

When reading this event in Isaac and Rebecca's life, I am struck by history repeating itself. Twice 
Abraham did the same thing with Sarah (Genesis 12:11–13, 20:2). How often when I am under 
pressure do I do what my parents did? I am so thankful for godly parents, but, I know they would 
be the first to admit not all their decisions were ones they would want their children to make. 
Notice in verses four and five what God says about Abraham's descendants and why He would 
bless them: God says He will multiply them, give them land and bless all the earth through them 
because Abraham obeyed God and kept His commands, statutes, and, law. 

Thank You, Father, for Your instruction and Your blessings. I want to be a parent and grandparent 
whose descendants will be blessed by You. I thank You for the gift of  my family. May they be a 
blessing to You. Please, may I be a father who obeys Your voice and keeps Your instruction, not 
just for my benefit but my family's as well.  

Matthew 25:34-46
What a terrific description of  the Church in verse 34, "you who are blessed by my Father." The 
instruction in this passage convicts me of  how I treat those who are blessed by my Father. Jesus 
makes it very clear how important these people are to Him. In verse 40 He says, "as you did it to 
one of  the least of  these my brothers, you did it to me." In verse 45 He says, "as you did not do it 
to one of  the least of  these, you did not do it to me." In Acts 9:4 Jesus asks Saul why he was 
persecuting Him when the physical persecution was being inflicted upon His followers. Jesus views 
the way I treat those who are blessed by His Father as the way I treat Him. I know as a follower of  
Jesus Christ, I am to love my neighbor as myself, but it appears the way I treat other followers of  
Christ is a unique category. 

Jesus, I'm blown away by the care You have for those blessed by Your Father. May the unique 
relationship I have with them be as caring as Yours.  

Acts 25:19
"They had certain points of  dispute with him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but 
whom Paul asserted to be alive."  

Isn't this always the crux of  the issue? Is Jesus alive or not? If  Jesus was not raised from the dead, 
what I choose to believe or do about Him is no different than any other man. If, on the other 
hand, Jesus lived, died, and was raised from the dead, that demands my attention since He is 
uniquely different. That is precisely the claim Jesus makes and one the Bible repeatedly makes 
about Him. 

King Jesus, I want my life to reflect the fact that You were raised from the dead. I want my life to 
display that truth in all I do or say. May the claims I make of  You reflect the claims You make of  
Yourself.  
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January 26 
GENESIS 27, MATTHEW 26, ESTHER 3, ACTS 26

Genesis 27:18-36
How great is our God! He must be absolutely sovereign. If  He were not, God would have to be 
much more careful in who He chooses. Why would He want Jacob knowing him to be such a 
deceiver? Why would He choose me, knowing me to be such a ____? Why would He be so 
gracious to pick such undeserving people in which to display His glory and power? How great is 
our God! 

Matthew 26:33
"Even if  everyone else deserts you, I will never desert you." Matthew 26:33 NLT 

Peter's bold assertion strikes me as obtuse when he disagrees with Jesus. Even though he had seen 
all Jesus had done and heard all Jesus had taught, he thought Jesus did not uniquely know him. 
Shouldn't Peter have grasped that Jesus "knew all people," and "what was in man" (John 2:24–25)? 
Didn't He appreciate Jesus' ability to respond to the question Nicodemus wanted to ask but didn't 
(John 3:3)? He had seen many fail in their attempts to test Jesus because He knew them (John 8:6). 
Yet, Peter did not believe Jesus could understand him. I exhibit the same blindness with Jesus. I 
know what He says is true, so why do I struggle as it applies to me personally? 

Lord Jesus, it is so easy to see how others should apply Your Word to their life. Forgive me for 
playing God, acting as if  I know what is in my fellow man. I struggle to understand myself. Please, 
give me the wisdom and courage to faithfully live by Your Word before helping others apply it in 
their lives. 

Esther 3:9
"If  it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of  silver into the hands 
of  those who have charge of  the king’s business, that they may put it into the king’s treasuries." 

There have always been those who desire to destroy the Jewish people. Haman is just one in a long 
list. We see over and over that God has other plans. God told Abraham in Genesis 12:3, "I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of  
the earth shall be blessed." 

Acts 26:4-7
"Now I stand here on trial because of  my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers." (Acts 26:6) 

When I conduct both my life and speech in the hope of  what God has promised, I become an 
offense to those who reject Jesus as King. The Jews who were testifying against Paul had supported 
and encouraged him until he began to profess Jesus as the Christ, but Paul's hope was not in his 
association with men but the promise of  God. The writer of  Hebrews expresses the same thought 
in Hebrews 6:11-12, "We desire each one of  you to show the same earnestness to have the full 
assurance of  hope until the end, so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of  those who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises." 

Lord Jesus, You are my King. I want to live my life as a faithful subject of  Yours. May You be my 
encouragement and support above all else. May I hope in no one or anything else but You because 
You not only fulfill the promise, You are the promise.  
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January 27 
GENESIS 28, MATTHEW 27, ESTHER 4, ACTS 27

Genesis 28:1-17
"God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of  peoples. May 
he give the blessing of  Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, that you may take possession of  the land of  
your sojournings that God gave to Abraham!" (Genesis 28:3-4) 

"God Almighty (El Shaddai) bless you." Isaac blesses Jacob by referring to God with the same name 
God used when He reaffirmed His covenant with Abraham in Genesis 17:1. In Genesis 17:19, He 
named Isaac and promised to establish His covenant with him and his offspring. Isaac is now 
passing that blessing and covenant promise on to Jacob. After Jacob received the blessing of  Isaac, 
the LORD appeared to him and referred to Himself  as the God of  his father and grandfather. 
The LORD reaffirmed the covenant promise and added: "I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you." Can you imagine God saying that to you? He has made similar 
promises to those who are in Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24).  

Matthew 27:13-14
"Then Pilate said to him, 'Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?' But he gave him no answer, 
not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed." 

Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge, to the great amazement of  Pilate. 1 Peter 2:23 
says, "When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself  to him who judges justly." 

O Father, may I have that much trust in You. Whatever the situation, I desire to entrust myself  to 
the One who knows all things, and whose judgments are just and true. 

Esther 4:13-16
"Do not think to yourself  that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if  you keep 
silent at this time, relief  and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house 
will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:13-14) 

Mordecai had great faith in God to deliver the Jews either through the actions of  Esther or from 
somewhere else. His question in verse 14, is a great incentive and motivation for believers. 
Whenever a stressful and trying situation arises, we should remind ourselves our Sovereign Lord 
has brought us to this place for a purpose. How will I respond? I pray I have the courage of  Esther 
to do the right thing with boldness and courage. 

Acts 27:25
"So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told." 

What a statement of  faith! Paul's experience with and trust in God was so secure; he could tell 
others to, "Take heart, for I have faith in God and it will be exactly as I have been told." 

Almighty God and Father, I desire to exhibit the same faith Paul had in You, but, I must confess 
the many severe trials Paul suffered to acquire such faith causes me to falter. I trust You though. 
Whatever plans and purposes You have for me, I take courage in You. Just as You promised Jacob 
not to leave him until You had done everything promised, I believe You will do the same for me. 
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January 28 
GENESIS 29, MATTHEW 28, ESTHER 5, ACTS 28

Genesis 29:25-35
Relationships are hard. I am sure this is not news, but Scripture sure makes it abundantly clear. 
Whether it is Noah and his son; Abram, Sarai, and Hagar or now Jacob, Leah, and Rachel. When 
I read of  this family's life, my heart always goes out to Leah. How demeaned she must have felt; 
talk about an inferiority complex. Yet, God blessed her in ways only He can. In the culture of  her 
day, having sons was seen as a great benefit. They were able to provide for and protect in ways 
daughters could not. Leah acknowledged the LORD as the One who provided her sons. Look at 
the meaning of  the names she gave her sons in Genesis 29:32-35. Interestingly, Leah's emphasis, 
until Judah, on each son's name was her relationship to Jacob. 

Father, may I be in the same frame of  mind as Leah when she named Judah. I want the emphasis 
of  my life to be, "This time I will praise the LORD." I confess, just like Leah, I have acknowledged 
You, but only for what I want not for who You are. I desire for that to change; please forgive me. 

Matthew 28:16-17
"Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him 
they worshiped him, but some doubted." 

Worship with doubt, how can that happen? When I read passages like this one, I am always 
thankful for God's description of  His people, warts and all. This event inevitably causes my mind 
to scream, "WHAT! How can that be with all they had experienced with Jesus?" What does it take 
for a sinful, human heart to believe? How can I believe and love with my whole heart? Then, I 
noticed the passage does not say, "some worshiped him and some doubted." We are told "they," the 
eleven, worshiped Him, some even in their doubt. I am so thankful to see the saints warts and all 
because I, too, worship Him in my doubt. 

Holy Spirit, thank You for the gift of  belief. Help my unbelief. 

Acts 28:3-6
How fickle are people? The people of  Malta's opinion of  Paul went from murderer to god almost 
in the blink of  an eye. Why would I ever put my hope and trust in people who can be so 
inconsistent? God makes it very clear not to do such a thing. For an understanding of  God's view: 
"It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the 
LORD than to trust in princes." (Psalm 118:8-9) And Jeremiah 17:5-7 says, "Thus says the LORD: 
'Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from 
the LORD. He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell in the 
parched places of  the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
LORD, whose trust is the LORD.'"  

Father, why would I put my trust in man when I find myself  to be untrustworthy? I have let myself  
down so many times, why am I surprised when other men do the same thing? Wisdom is trust in 
You the only wise God. May I be a wise man. 
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January 29 
GENESIS 30, MARK 1, ESTHER 6, ROMANS 1

Genesis 30:1
"When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, 'Give me children, or I 
shall die!'" 

Rachel's statement is a perfect example of  an idol of  the heart. Her life was not worth living if  she 
could not have children. I heard a pastor describe his conversation with a teenage girl who was 
struggling with her faith. The pastor went to great lengths explaining all she had in Christ Jesus. 
The young lady responded, "I know, but what good is all that if  I don't have a boyfriend." We can 
laugh, but I am confident we have all had that kind of  thought creep into our mind when we 
desperately wanted something. It might not be a boyfriend; it could be a job, an obedient teenager, 
a more beautiful home or an appreciative spouse. Like the young lady, we have all falsely believed a 
necessity for life that really wasn't.  

None of  those things were designed to carry the weight of  all our expectations. Inevitably, that 
must have job becomes work, the obedient teenager grows up and moves away, the beautiful new 
house begins to show it's age and the appreciative spouse winds up having other flaws.  

Jesus, You and You alone as my Lord and my God, are capable of  meeting my needs and desires. 
You tell me to seek Your kingdom and Your righteousness first, and You will fulfill my every 
need. Forgive me for looking for a savior in other people and things.  

Mark 1:23-27
How dead must the natural man be to God and the things of  God? Jesus comes into the 
synagogue, and a man with an unclean spirit cries out, "I know who you are -- the Holy One of  
God." Jesus commands the evil spirit to come out of  the man, and the people ask, "What is this? A 
new teaching with authority?" not, "O my, it is the Holy One of  God!" 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for doing the same thing. I can read the events of  Your life on earth and get 
sidetracked by the miracles, the disbelief  of  the disciples, and the rejection of  the Jews when I 
should cry out, "Holy One of  God!" It may sound foolish, but please give me clarity of  insight like 
the rebuked, unclean spirit.  

Esther 6:10
"Then the king said to Haman, 'Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the 
Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.'" 

I am delighted at the role reversal in Mordecai and Haman's lives. It reminds me of  Psalm 84:12, 
"O LORD of  hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!" Even though until that moment it looked 
like Haman was the blessed man, it was always Mordecai. 

Father, help me to trust Your time and manner of  blessing those who believe You. It may look 
different with my fleshly eyes, but help me to trust You and see with the eyes of  Your Spirit.  

Romans 1:20-21
"For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of  the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, 
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts 
were darkened." 

How blind and dead are the descendants of  Adam to God? These verses answer that question. We 
know there is a God. He has given us all the evidence needed in His creation. Yet, instead of  
honoring Him and being thankful for our very lives, man denies His existence.  
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Almighty God, I desire to honor You as You are worthy. I am thankful for my life. I especially 
thank You for the abundant life, Jesus. 
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January 30 
GENESIS 31, MARK 2, ESTHER 7, ROMANS 2

Genesis 31:42
"If  the God of  my father, the God of  Abraham and the Fear of  Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you 
would have sent me away empty-handed." 

This verse is the first usage of  the Hebrew word translated "Fear" in Scripture. Obviously, from the 
capital letter F in Fear of  Isaac and the reference to "the God of  Abraham," the "Fear of  Isaac" is 
a reference to YHWH, God Almighty. Isaac definitely had a unique experience with God when his 
father, Abraham, tied him up and placed him on the altar. Does this name for the LORD come 
from that experience? One translation renders the phrase "the One whom Isaac fears." This same 
word "fear" is used in tomorrow's reading (Esther 8:17) to describe the state of  the people when the 
king issued a new edict. 

Psalm 36:1 uses the same Hebrew word for fear when he says, “There is no fear of  God before his 
eyes." In Romans 3:9-18, Paul uses this quote as a summary of  the condition of  mankind in 
bondage to sin.  

O Fear of  Isaac, I desire that my response to You is proper. I know I am commanded to love You 
with my whole heart, soul, mind, and strength. It is also obvious fear is to be a component of  my 
response. Please teach me how to love You and fear You correctly.  

Mark 2:1-11
For quite some time, this event in Jesus' life was a puzzle to me. Jesus' proclamation of  the Gospel 
began with, "The time is fulfilled, the Kingdom of  God is at hand; repent and believe the 
gospel." (Mark 1:15) So the puzzle to me was, "How is this man forgiven without any evidence of  
repentance?" It seems the man and his friends were primarily interested in him being able to walk, 
not to have his sins forgiven. Yet, Jesus forgives his sins before healing him. 

Mark 2:8 struck me as the answer. Just as Jesus knew what was in the hearts of  the scribes, He also 
knew what was in the heart of  the paralytic. Additionally, Scripture tells us repentance is a gift. 
(Acts 5:31, 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25) Surely the Giver would know to whom He had given the gift. 

Thank You, Jesus, for the gift of  repentance. Thank You for knowing my heart when my words 
fail. 

Romans 2:4
"Do you presume on the riches of  his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance?" 

What a grave mistake to presume on the riches of  God's kindness, forbearance, and patience! Isn't 
it common today for people to assume God does not care about sin and rebellion against Him 
since there is no immediate punishment? Peter addresses this in 2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slow 
to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance." 

LORD, You are a merciful God who is slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin. May I never be presumptuous in my relationship with 
You. Thank You for Your kindness, forbearance, and patience with me. Once again, thank You for 
the gift of  repentance.  
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January 31 
GENESIS 32, MARK 3, ESTHER 8, ROMANS 3

Genesis 32:29-30
"Then Jacob asked him, 'Please tell me your name.' But he said, 'Why is it that you ask my name?' And there he 
blessed him. So, Jacob called the name of  the place Peniel, saying, 'For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 
has been delivered.'" 

Why did Jacob want to know the name of  the man with whom he wrestled? Why did Moses wish 
to know the name of  the God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Genesis 3:13)? What is so important 
about a name?  

I struggle to remember people's names, yet, I know how it makes me feel when they remember 
mine. However, there is unique significance in One name. Acts 4:12 says, "There is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." Romans 10:13 says, "Everyone who 
calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved." I suspect Moses and Jacob knew the significance of  
the Name.  

Mark 3:1-6
These men in the synagogue had a preconceived notion of  what was to occur on the Sabbath. 
Jesus challenges their ideas with a simple question: "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 
harm, to save life or to kill?" This should have been easy to answer, yet, they refused to consider 
what He was asking. How do my preconceived notions restrict my appropriate response to God's 
Word or action in my life? Is Jesus angered and grieved at some hardness of  heart in me? 

Esther 8:1-17
Can you imagine the relief  the Jews must have felt? The king's edict was to destroy, kill and 
annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children in one day. Needless to say, this led the 
Jews to fast, weep and lament as they wore sackcloth and ashes.  Yet, Mordecai was right, 
"Deliverance will rise for the Jews." Now for the Jews, there is light, gladness, joy and honor. A feast 
and a holiday were declared. 

I have never been under such a death threat, so it is hard to imagine their joy in deliverance. 
However, my statement is not entirely accurate. While I may have never felt as though I was under 
a death threat, I have been under a sentence of  death. Sometimes I forget the judgment of  death I 
inherited from my father, Adam. It is ever-present for all humanity. It was our natural condition 
until Jesus, our deliverer came.  

Jesus, thank You. I deserve what Haman had in mind for the Jews, but You came to deliver me 
knowing it would bring death for You. Please, always remind me, my life is to be light, gladness, joy 
and honor because of  Your deliverance. 

Romans 3:19
"Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God." 

This verse reminds me of  Job 40:1-4. Job thought God owed him some answers concerning his 
present condition. When God did speak to Job, Job's response, from the New Living Translation is, 
"I am nothing—how could I ever find the answers? I will cover my mouth with my hand. I have 
said too much already. I have nothing more to say." 

Based on Romans 3:9-18, in verse 19 Paul says every man's mouth should be stopped. We are 
without excuse. Self-justification will not work. 

Father, forgive me for trying to justify myself. Thank You for a righteousness apart from the Law. 
Thank You for the imputed righteousness of  Jesus Christ.  
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February 1 
GENESIS 33, MARK 4, ESTHER 9-10, ROMANS 4

Genesis 33:1-20
More than just a name change happened with Jacob after wrestling with God all night. The first 
time God appeared to Jacob (Genesis 28:13-22), he placed conditions on their relationship. Jacob's 
attitude was, "If  God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the 
LORD shall be my God." (Genesis 28:20-21) 

Before the night Jacob wrestled with God, he positioned his family between Esau and himself  as 
protection. The next day he placed himself  between Esau and his family. He humbled himself  
before them all. His also humbled himself  before God by accepting His name change to Israel and 
declaring God to be the God of  Israel.  

Father, thank You for changing those You choose. May it be evident You are God, God of  Roy.  

Mark 4:11
"And he said to them, 'To you has been given the secret of  the kingdom of  God, but for those outside everything is in 
parables.'" 

The Greek word translated “secret” is mysterion. Obviously, the English word mystery is derived 
from this word. As a matter of  fact, the ESV uses this word 27 times in the NT, and only four times 
is it translated secret. It is most often translated as mystery. 

In Colossians 2:1-3 Paul says, “For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for 
those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of  full assurance of  understanding 
and the knowledge of  God’s mystery, which is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of  
wisdom and knowledge.” So to be given the secret, the mystery of  the kingdom of  God, is to be 
given Christ Jesus.  

Lord God, what an excellent gift. Thank You for the mystery of  Your Kingdom. Thank You for 
Christ.  

Esther 9:1
“Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of  Adar, on the thirteenth day of  the same, when the king’s command 
and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day when the enemies of  the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over 
them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them.” 

How many times in the Bible does “the reverse” occur? There are so many; I am sure you have 
your favorite. Mine is found in Ephesians 2:4-5. After Paul describes in the first three verses what is 
true of  all the descendants of  Adam, He says, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of  the great 
love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved.” 

Romans 4:20-21
"No unbelief  made him waver concerning the promise of  God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised." 

Have you ever wondered how to increase your faith? This passage says Abraham's faith grew 
strong “as he gave glory to God.” 

Father, like Abraham, I want my belief  in Your promises to bring You glory. Holy Spirit, please 
quickly remind me in those times when my faith wavers to glorify God, entirely convinced He can 
do what He promises. 
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February 2 
GENESIS 34, MARK 5, JOB 1, ROMANS 5

Genesis 34:1-31
This event reminds me of  David's unwillingness to deal with Amnon's rape of  Tamar, Absalom's 
sister (2 Samuel 13). The consequence of  a father's unwillingness to respond to the abuse of  his 
daughter led to her brothers taking justice into their own hands.  

Gracious and Good God, I pray for fathers. What a responsibility You have given men. You chose 
both Israel and David and blessed them with many children. However, consequences of  their 
inaction resulted in great tragedy for their families. Father God, I pray for all fathers but uniquely 
those who read these words. Please give us Your wisdom and the courage to faithfully carry it out 
in the rearing of  our children. Even now would You please be preparing our sons to be better 
fathers than we are. May our efforts in rearing Godly children bring You much glory and much 
good for our families.  

Mark 5:22-43
In both of  these events in Jesus' life, if  the woman and Jairus believed only what they saw in their 
physical realm neither would have experienced the miracle of  God. Faith was the issue in both 
these events. Jesus tells the woman, “your faith has healed you,” and Jairus, “don't be afraid; just 
believe.” Both believed Jesus was capable of  healing and restoring. Am I as willing to trust Jesus to 
heal those areas of  my life that seem impossible as these two? Both had to personally go to Jesus 
and “touch” Him for this miracle to occur. Have I gone to Jesus with the expectation of  healing 
and restoration? Both were very specific in what they desired of  Jesus. Am I as specific in my 
“touch” of  Him? 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for waiting to come to You until a problem in my life seemingly becomes 
impossible. I desire a moment by moment conversation as I live life with You. Thank You for the 
gift of  Your Spirit through which my life can be lived in constant touch with You. 

Job 1:8
“And the LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?’”  

What a commendation! That God Himself  would declare Job blameless and upright. But isn't that 
what I would desire God's evaluation of  me to be?  

Thank You, Jesus, for our Father loves me as He does You because of  what You have done to 
impute Your righteousness and blamelessness to me. 

Romans 5:1-21
“More” seems to be a central idea in Romans 5 (Romans 5:9, 10, 11, 15, 17, 20). Paul begins the 
chapter by describing what is true of  those who are justified by faith. They have peace with God, 
access to God's grace and unfailing hope. Those three things listed in the first two verses would 
seem to be more than enough, but that is just the beginning. Paul then begins to explain the “much 
more.” This “much more” includes: saved from the wrath of  God, saved by Jesus' life, a 
reconciliation worthy of  rejoicing over, and the abundant, abounding grace of  God. 

What a great and gracious God! Thank You, Jesus, for being the God of  much more. 
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February 3 
GENESIS 35-36, MARK 6, JOB 2, ROMANS 6

Genesis 35:1-6
I cannot imagine the position within which Israel found himself. His daughter, Dinah was raped; 
his sons took revenge, not just on the man who raped her, but by killing all the males in the city 
and taking their wives, children, and possessions. Jacob knew the Canaanites, and the Perizzites 
could destroy him and his family for what his sons had done to Shechem. What would El-Elohe-
Israel tell Israel to do? 

God instructed Jacob to get up and come to His House. Bethel means “House of  God”. Jacob told 
his family to get rid of  their idols, purify themselves and put on clean clothes as preparation to 
come before God. What do you think; acts of  repentance? 

Psalm 91:14-15 says, “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, 
because he knows my name. When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and honor him.” Israel knew the Name upon which to call. 

Almighty God, I must confess I do not understand all Your ways, but I acknowledge that Your 
ways and thoughts are higher than mine. Thank You for being my deliverer and protector when I, 
too, am undeserving. 

Mark 6:45-50
I remember this event when things are going south. The disciples were in the middle of  the storm 
because Jesus made them get in the boat. The word “made” means forced or compelled. It was 
Jesus' will for them to be in the boat, not their own. When God has called me to something, and it 
does not seem to be going well, this passage encourages me. Just the fact that Jesus “saw” the 
disciples three or four miles offshore (John 6:19) somewhere between 3 AM and 6 AM, strengthens 
my resolve in the middle of  my storm. Hagar was right in Genesis 16:13, “You are a God of  
seeing.”  

Jesus, You are the all-seeing, all-knowing God. Thank You for putting me in situations beyond my 
capacity. Thank You for seeing and coming to me in my distress. 

Job 2:3
“And the LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you 
incited me against him to destroy him without reason.’” 

Three times (Job 1:1, 1:8, 2:3), God has described Job in the same way. His perspective of  Job is 
settled. Understanding the fear of  God is not a topic that gets as much attention today as loving 
God, even though we are commanded to do both. The Bible makes a big deal out of  fearing God. 
Proverbs 1:7 provides excellent insight into why this is important: “The fear of  the LORD is the 
beginning of  knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Since the beginning, the 
foundation of  knowledge is the fear of  God; there must be more God wants to teach us. Obviously, 
He would want us to follow His instructions. So is fear the beginning of  obedience?  

I am a blessed man because God gave me an earthly father whom I both loved and feared. He 
provided a great example of  my heavenly Father. He, too, loved me enough to correct me when I 
needed correction.  

My God and Father, thank You for the gift of  Jack Stokes. He was exceptional at pointing me to 
You, both in word and deed. 
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February 4 
GENESIS 37, MARK 7, JOB 3, ROMANS 7

Genesis 37:5-11
How do I use the insight God gives me? As we learn the rest of  the story, these dreams come true. I 
feel sorry for Joseph as I read of  his brother's hatred. But, I also wonder if  he might have been a 
little full of  himself  as he told his dreams. Sometimes when I have been given insight into God's 
word, I can be “a little full” of  myself. I realize what I am doing when the Holy Spirit reminds me 
of  John the Baptist's word, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven.” (John 3:27)  

Father, give me eyes to see my self-importance for what it is. Thank You, Jesus, for Your example of  
humility. Holy Spirit, please continue Your work conforming me to the likeness of  Christ. I thank 
You for the change that has come and acknowledge much is left to do. 

Mark 7:20-23
“What comes out of  a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of  the heart of  man, come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All 
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”  

My heart is always the issue. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately sick; who can understand it.” As a believer I know I have been given a new heart 
(Ezekiel 36:26-27), but I am to guard it because my life flows from it. “Guard your heart above all 
else, for it determines the course of  your life.” (Proverbs 4:23 NLT)  

With the Psalmist I pray, “Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if  there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” (Psalm 139:23)  

Job 3:1-26
This passage is the most painful description of  depression I have ever seen. Reading these verses, I 
can feel the darkness that surrounded Job. I cannot imagine the depth of  this place, but I know 
those who have.  

Father, as You bring people into my life who are in the throes of  depression, please give me 
wisdom. I pray in advance for You to use me to speak Your love and Your Truth into the lives of  
those who are struggling with life itself.  

Romans 7:14
“For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of  the flesh, sold under sin.” 

For too much of  my life, I did not think of  the Law as good, much less spiritual. I found the Law to 
be a set of  restrictive rules. I thank God for my new heart that includes His Spirit, who causes me 
to walk in His statutes and obey His rules (Ezekiel 36:26-27). I have come to understand the truth 
of  Psalm 119:7-11. “I will praise you with an upright heart, when I learn your righteous rules. I 
will keep your statutes; do not utterly forsake me! How can a young man keep his way pure? By 
guarding it according to your word. With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 
commandments! I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” 

Isn’t it curious that the longest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 119, describes the beauty and benefit of  
God's spiritual law?  
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February 5 
GENESIS 38, MARK 8, JOB 4, ROMANS 8

Genesis 38:27-30
Isn't Perez and Zerah's birth interesting? Doesn't it remind you of  Esau and Jacob's birth? In 
Genesis 25:22-25, the LORD told Rebekah she would give birth to twins and the older would 
serve the younger. This also proves to be the case with Perez and Zerah. While thinking about “the 
older shall serve the younger,” I realized the same thing happened with Jacob's sons. Joseph's 
dreams of  his older brothers bowing down to him proved to be true. Additionally, with Joseph's 
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, the younger superseded, the older (Genesis 48:13-20). So this role 
reversal happened in Isaac, Jacob, Judah and Joseph's families. I wish I could explain some deep 
spiritual meaning to this repeated relationship, but I can't. Maybe someone else reading this can. 
O, by the way, to see the significance of  Perez, examine the lineage of  Jesus in Matthew 1:3 

Mark 8:32-33
“Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 'Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of  God, but on the things of  man.”  

Peter's action and words of  rebuke to Jesus' statement about His death and resurrection are a 
perfect example of  worldliness. Thinking based on a human point of  view is Satanic! 1 John 2:15 
and James 4:4 plainly state a person can't love the world and God—to be a friend of  the world is to 
be an enemy of  God. Jesus' rebuke of  Peter is a simple statement of  that principle. 

Almighty Sovereign LORD, I want this to be a ruling principle in my life. Forgive me for trying to 
have one foot in the world and one foot in Your Kingdom. I know it is impossible to straddle both 
the world and Your Kingdom, yet I confess I attempt it. Holy Spirit, please convict me when I set 
my mind on anything other than the things of  my Lord and my God. 

Job 4:1-2
While reading Job, I have found it important to remember two things. First, because of  the events 
of  chapters 1 and 2, we have information Job and his three friends did not have. They did not 
know of  God's conversations with Satan. Second, having read the book, we see the LORD's 
judgment of  Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. If  you don't know, it is okay to read the end (Job 42:7-8). 
Knowing this won't ruin the story. Therefore, it is wise to be observant of  the counsel these three 
men give Job. Observe what the three friends say; some is false but much of  what they say is true, 
but its application is wrong. Job is a long book. There are many conversations between these four 
men.  

Romans 8:5-8
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of  the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of  the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

Scripture interpreting Scripture is the way to study God's Word. After reading Jesus' rebuke of  
Peter, this passage in Romans sure seems to be a commentary on that discussion. Paul's summary 
in verse eight is “Those in the flesh cannot please God.” What Peter did and said was not pleasing 
to God. The questions for me are: What is my mindset? Am I living according to the flesh or 
according to the Spirit? Am I faithfully submitting to God's law?  

Holy Spirit, thank You for the promise of  Romans 8:9-10. Thank You for using Paul to share the 
grace and mercy of  our Lord and Savior. Please strengthen me to set my mind on the eternal 
rather than the temporal.  
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February 6 
GENESIS 39, MARK 9, JOB 5, ROMANS 9

Genesis 39:1-2
I love the story of  Joseph's life. As it goes from bad to worse (from slavery to slavery in prison), 
scripture says the LORD was with him, and he prospered, and He showed kindness to him. Even 
as Joseph was faithful to Potiphar and the prison warden, people still treated him unfairly. Because 
of  his statement to the baker, it is apparent Joseph sees the injustice of  the situation, yet nothing 
changed. How patient am I when I know God has shown me favor and still the unfairness of  life is 
evident to me? How well do I wait on the Lord and His timing? 

Mark 9:50
Why would Jesus tell His disciples to have salt in themselves? It is always good to determine what 
the Old Testament says when trying to understand the New Testament. In Exodus 30:35, salt is a 
necessary component to produce a pure and holy incense. Leviticus 2:13 says to use salt in all 
offerings as a reminder of  God's eternal covenant. In 2 Kings 2:20-21, Elisha used salt to purify 
water. Job 6:6 (NLT) asks the question, “Don't people complain about unsalted food?” 
Additionally, many passages use salt referencing judgment, destruction, devastation, and death.  

So positively, salt is used to purify, remind of  God's eternal covenant and add flavor. Those would 
seem to be appropriate attributes for the followers of  Jesus, wouldn't they? So the questions are: 
What flavor do I bring in relationships? Can people “taste and see that the LORD is good!” by the 
way I live my life? Am I a purifying agent? Am I a reminder of  God's eternal covenant?  

Job 5:17-27
Eliphaz correctly refers to God as the Almighty, Shaddi, the all-powerful One, who is the entirely 
sufficient, absolute ruler, the One who can and will make the final determination. This name is 
used prominently throughout the rest of  Job. However, if  Eliphaz' purpose was to care and 
comfort Job in his grief  (Job 2:11), his comments were not successful. Why would he tell Job there 
will be peace in his house, his possessions will be secure, and his children and grandchildren will be 
numerous since Job had just lost all of  those? This statement is the equivalent of  telling someone 
who just lost a child not to worry; you can have another. How long would you mourn the loss of  a 
child? For Jacob, it was until his death (Genesis 37:35). 

I often struggle to know the right thing to say when someone is grieving. When this happens I go to 
Romans 12:15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”  

Father, I realize my lack of  both empathy and sympathy for those who mourn. Please teach me to 
care as You care for those who are suffering. 

Romans 9:1-4
After an in-depth explanation of  the assurance for those in Christ Jesus, why would Paul spend the 
next three chapters discussing the Jews? Paul could quickly have gone from assurance in Romans 
8:38-39, to instruction on proper spiritual worship in Romans 12:1-2. But Paul, as a great teacher, 
knows this discussion of  assurance for believers inevitably brings up the questions, “What about 
the promises to the Jews? Is there assurance for them?” He has given us a taste of  his answer in 
Romans 2:28-29, “For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward 
and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of  the heart.” Romans 9-11 is 
an excellent commentary on Romans 2:28-3:9.  

Sovereign LORD Jesus, please give us eyes to see, ears to hear, and submitted hearts and wills, to 
know and accept Your plans and purposes. May we rejoice over Romans 9, 10 and 11 as we 
celebrated Romans 8.  

38

https://www.esv.org/Genesis+39,Mark+9,Job+5,Romans+9
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+39:1-2
https://www.esv.org/Mark+9:50
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+30:35
https://www.esv.org/Leviticus+2:13
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+2:20-21
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+6:6&version=NLT
https://www.esv.org/Job+5:17-27
https://www.esv.org/Job+2:11
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+37:35
https://www.esv.org/Romans+12:15
https://www.esv.org/Romans+9:1-4
https://www.esv.org/Romans+8:38-39
https://www.esv.org/Romans+8:38-39
https://www.esv.org/Romans+12:1-2
https://www.esv.org/Romans+2:28-29
https://www.esv.org/Romans+9
https://www.esv.org/Romans+2:28
https://www.esv.org/Romans+9
https://www.esv.org/Romans+10
https://www.esv.org/Romans+11
https://www.esv.org/Romans+8


February 7 
GENESIS 40, MARK 10, JOB 6, ROMANS 10

Mark 10:17-27
The story of  the rich young man always catches my attention. The disciples (much like us) thought 
material wealth was a sign of  God's favor. They were amazed when Jesus said, “How difficult it will 
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of  God!” They thought earthly wealth was 
evidence of  the kingdom of  God and His blessing. In the analogy of  the camel passing through the 
eye of  a needle, Jesus is saying it is impossible for a man on his own to be saved. Thank the LORD; 
nothing is impossible for God! The disciples ask, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus bluntly says, 
“With man it is impossible.” Why is it impossible with man? The Bible tells us what we need is a 
new heart. How can I give myself  a new heart? Jesus says, “You must be born again.” How can I 
cause myself  to be born again? Thank God this is not impossible for Him. All things are possible 
with God; even new hearts and new birth! 

Job 6:10
“This would be my comfort; I would even exult in pain unsparing, for I have not denied the words of  the Holy 
One.” 

In Job 4:7-8, Eliphaz gives his perspective of  why people suffer. He believes Job is suffering because 
of  sin and godlessness. Eliphaz has no explanation for suffering except as a punishment for sin. He 
had no category in which to place a righteous individual's suffering.  

Job answers Eliphaz's charge. In Job 4:7 Eliphaz asks, “Were the upright cut off ?” In Job's 
response, he uses the same Hebrew word for “cut off,” when he says, “I have not denied the words 
of  the Holy One.” The Hebrew word “cut off ” and “denied” are identical. Job is declaring his 
innocence. He has not “cut off ” God's word. He is not being punished because of  his sin.  

I am so thankful for Jesus' explanation of  suffering in John 9:1-3, “It was not that this man sinned, 
or his parents, but that the works of  God might be displayed in him.” There is a category for 
suffering that has nothing to do with sin. It is for the glory of  God. 

Jesus, You are the Holy and Righteous One, yet You suffered greatly. Forgive me for easily thinking 
like Eliphaz. Thank You for Your example and Job’s. 

Romans 10:17
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of  Christ.” 

This verse reminds me of  Isaiah 55:10-11, one of  my favorite passages in scripture: “For as the 
rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”  

God promises that His Word precisely accomplishes what He intends. His Word always succeeds. 
We know this is definitely true for His Living Word. Jesus, God’s Living Word, repeatedly stated 
His purpose was to fulfill the Father's will which we know He accomplished perfectly. Why would I 
struggle with believing His written Word would not equally accomplish what His Living Word 
accomplished?  

Since faith, the channel through which God provides eternal life, comes from hearing God's Word, 
why would I speak anything else? Why would I give counsel and advice based on my experience or 
reasoning, instead of  God's Word? 

Almighty Sovereign LORD, thank You for accomplishing everything You purpose. Use me as one 
who faithfully speaks Your Word instead of  my own. 
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February 8 
GENESIS 41, MARK 11, JOB 7, ROMANS 11

Genesis 41:16
“Joseph answered Pharaoh, 'It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.’” 

Do I acknowledge God as quickly as Joseph? In this situation, it would be understandable if  Joseph 
wanted some recognition in the hope of  getting out of  jail. Instead, he immediately gives God all 
the credit.  

It seems like a young man; Joseph might have been prideful. After all, he was his father's favorite, 
and he did have all the dreams of  his family bowing down to him.  

Exodus 15:7 provides the first usage of  the Hebrew word we translate as pride. It is used to 
describe the greatness of  the LORD. The word is translated as majesty. It is the same word used in 
Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction.” I wonder if  Adam and Eve's attempt to be like 
God was a desire for His majesty. In sinful man, it's just pride. How far would God go to destroy 
pride in His children? 

Lord God, forgive me of  my pridefulness. I want to be humble like my Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. He humbled Himself  in obedience to You even to the point of  death. Holy Spirit, please 
teach me to humble myself  to the place of  dying to self  to live for my King. 

Mark 11:21-22
I am impressed with individuals who are singularly focused. I am not that disciplined. I fear I am 
more like a hummingbird flitting from flower to flower. Jesus is a uniquely focused man. Peter 
wants to talk about the fig tree, but Jesus attempts to refocus Peter on his faith in God. I am like 
Peter. I notice the effect and miss the cause.  

Jesus, thank You for the example of  Peter. The effect of  Your Spirit's work in his life is evident. The 
same man who could so quickly put his foot in his mouth becomes the one whose mouth You used 
to proclaim the Gospel on Pentecost. May I become as singular in Your use of  me. 

Job 7:17
“Leave me alone, for my days are a breath. What is man, that you make so much of  him, and that you set your heart 
on him.” 

Job is not the only one to wonder why God makes so much of  man. After observing the greatness 
of  the heavens in Psalm 8:3, David asks the same thing “What is man that you are mindful of  him, 
and the son of  man that you care for him?” 

In Psalm 144:3-4, David expresses the same interest as Job's in this passage, “O LORD, what is 
man that you regard him, or the son of  man that you think of  him? Man is like a breath; his days 
are like a passing shadow.”  

As a young man, I never thought of  life in the way Job, and David did. However, I as I have aged, 
it sure seems to have gone by very quickly—like breath or passing shadow. As that reality settles in, 
I, like Paul, want to finish the race well. In 2 Timothy 4:7-8 Paul says he has fought the good fight, 
finished the race, and kept the faith. Therefore, a crown of  righteousness awaits him and all who 
love the appearance of  Jesus.  

Father, thank You for being mindful of  me. May I be one who fought the good fight, finished the 
race, kept the faith and loved the appearance of  Your Son. 
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February 9 
GENESIS 42, MARK 12, JOB 8, ROMANS 12

Genesis 42:21-22
“In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of  his soul, when he begged us and we did 
not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin 
against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.” 

How long does a guilty conscience condemn? In the case of  the ten brothers, at least 22 years. 
Genesis 37:2 said when Jacob's brothers sold him into slavery he was 17 years old. Genesis 41:45 
says Jacob was 30 when he entered Pharaoh's service. Adding the seven years of  abundance and 
two years of  famine (Genesis 45:6), Jacob would have been 39. How important is a clear 
conscience? In Acts 24:16, Paul says he takes pains to have a clear conscience with both God and 
man.  

Mark 12:24
“Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of  God?” 

Jesus' answer to the Sadducees hits me between the eyes. His question can be applied to all of  us 
when we struggle in this walk of  faith. In this short sentence, Jesus pointed out my (our) problem. 
When I struggle to live a life worthy of  God's call, it is for one of  these two reasons or most likely 
both simultaneously. The first, I don't know Scripture. In 2 Timothy 3:16, I am told: “All Scripture 
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of  God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
  
The question for me is “How equipped am I?” One of  God's purposes in giving me His written 
Word is to equip me thoroughly for every good work. When I feel unprepared for the situations of  
life, this is most likely the problem.  
  
Luke 1:37 says, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” The truth of  that statement should 
permeate my thoughts and actions. As a child of  God, loved as Jesus is loved (John 17:23), why 
would I doubt my Father's power and ability to care for me; to work all things for my good? What 
would He not do for me?  

Father, may Jesus' question be a constant reminder to me of  who You are and what Your Word 
supplies.  

Job 8:2-6
Bildad's counsel is wrong on so many levels. Can you believe that Bildad's advice to Job in his 
depressed state, begins with “You are full of  hot air?” I am sure Job was attentive to Bildad after 
that expression of  care, concern, and comfort!  

Bildad emphasizes God's justice to the exclusion of  God's mercy. It is so easy to focus on one 
attribute of  God and lose sight of  the fullness of  His character. His justice and His mercy are both 
perfect at the same time.  

In verse six, Bildad implies if  Job were pure and upright, God would wake Himself  and help him. 
Yet God, awake and watching, has already declared Job to be blameless and upright. Bildad's 
misrepresentation of  God (Job 42:8) is evident early on in his conversation with Job.  

O LORD, please guard my thoughts, mouth, and words so I will not misrepresent You. 

41

https://www.esv.org/Genesis+42,Mark+12,Job+8,Romans+12
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+42:21-22
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+37:2
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+41:45
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+45:6
https://www.esv.org/Acts+24:16
https://www.esv.org/Mark+12:24
https://www.esv.org/2+Timothy+3:16
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:37
https://www.esv.org/John+17:23
https://www.esv.org/Job+8:2-6
https://www.esv.org/Job+42:8


February 10 
GENESIS 43, MARK 13, JOB 9, ROMANS 13

Mark 13:5-23
Jesus' explanation of  the world just before His return is frightening. He begins the discussion by 
saying, “See that no one leads you astray.” He describes the time as violent for both man and 
nature. It will be a period of  such great distress even the heavenly bodies are shaken. But God (I 
love to say that! Every time I read that phrase in Scripture, I rejoice) will protect His elect in the 
chaos of  the end times. He will even shorten the days of  distress because of  His chosen ones. He 
will keep them from being deceived and, ultimately, He sends His Son with His angels to gather 
those who are His.  

Then Jesus tells them to remember everything they see will pass away, but what He says never will. 
With the full expectation of  fear, deception, violence, and chaos, believers, based solely on Jesus' 
Word, are not to be shaken but to stand firm to the end. Every time I doubt my ability to stand in 
the face of  all that is going on, I am reminded of  Jude 24-25 (NRSV), “Now to Him who is able to 
keep you from falling, and to make you stand without blemish in the presence of  His glory with 
rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 

Even though I do not know when Jesus is coming, I am supposed to live each day as if  this one 
could be “the day”. He says, “Roy, don't be alarmed, be on your guard, don't be anxious, be 
watchful, pray, and stay awake.” 

Job 9:2
The question of  life is: “But how can a man be in the right before God? How could I ever meet 
God's standard?” In Matthew 5:48 Jesus says, “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” If  only there were an “arbiter between us, who might lay his hand on us 
both.” (Job 9:33) If  only there were a mediator between us, someone who could bring us together.  

Thank You, YHWH, for Your solution to my problem of  standing before You. You alone are the 
just and the justifier. Thank You for Jesus, my Mediator. You alone are my righteousness. “And 
because of  him, you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption.” (1 Corinthians 1:30) 

Romans 13:5
“Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of  conscience.” 

What are we to do for the sake of  conscience? Yesterday, we saw the guilt Joseph's brothers felt 
after all those years. Hebrews 9:8-14 discusses insufficient methods of  having a perfect conscience 
and the only way to cleanse our conscience. Interestingly, Hebrews 9:15 describes Christ, the One 
who offered Himself  to purify our consciences, as “the mediator of  a new covenant.” He is the 
One for whom Job was hoping.  

In Matthew 5:23-24, we are told being reconciled to an offended brother is a priority, even before 
offering a gift to God. If  I remember (because of  my conscience) a brother who has something 
against me on the way to offer a gift to God, I must first correct that wrong. So the Holy Spirit uses 
my conscience in His process of  sanctification. I am commanded not to quench His work. 

Holy Spirit, I desire to have a clear conscience with both God and man. May I, like Paul, take 
pains to do so. 
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February 11 
GENESIS 44, MARK 14, JOB 10, ROMANS 14

Genesis 44:14-34
What an emotional speech! Judah is begging for the life of  his father (Jacob) and his youngest 
brother (Benjamin) who, by the way, even though unknown to the 11 brothers, are also Joseph's 
father and brother. Judah had pledged himself  to Jacob as Benjamin's safety. Now he is pleading 
his case as Benjamin's substitute. As he begs for Benjamin's safe return, Judah uses the same 
Hebrew word used in Genesis 22:13 where a ram was sacrificed “instead of ” Isaac. What a change 
of  heart. Judah has gone from wanting to profit from the sale of  a Joseph (Genesis 37:26-27), to 
offer himself  as a substitute for Benjamin.  

Jesus, Lion of  the tribe of  Judah, thank You for the ultimate sacrifice; not just enslaved, but death 
as my substitute.  

Mark 14:3-9
This woman did something extravagant for Jesus and will always be remembered for it. This lady 
was exceptional in her day. I do not remember many other people in the Bible being extravagant 
toward Jesus, except for perhaps Joseph of  Arimathea or Nicodemus in John 19:38-39. Likewise, I 
do not hear of  people being extravagant for Jesus. Is it because I am not looking or has Jesus 
become too familiar to His followers? What would be considered an extravagance for Jesus today? 

Lord Jesus, I confess to being unlike this woman. Her extravagant gesture proves she saw You as 
the “pearl of  great price.” Holy Spirit, I know there are good works my Father prepared for me. I 
desire to fulfill them all as the evidence that I too realize Jesus' greatness and worth.  

Job 10:8-18
We must remember that Job did not know God's evaluation of  him. Job acknowledges what is true 
of  God's activity in his life, but he questions God's motive: “Why did you bring me out from the 
womb?” 

As believers, we are so blessed. We need not be concerned about God's motive or His evaluation of  
us. Romans 8:29 says God's purpose for His children is to conform us to the likeness of  Jesus. God 
uses so many words to describe His children; beloved, blessed, bride, brothers, called, chosen, 
children of  promise, elect, heir, his body, fellow laborer, little flock, my people, saints, servants, sons 
of  the living God, treasured possession, well beloved and vessels of  mercy which he has prepared 
beforehand for glory! Why would we ever question His motive or evaluation? 

Romans 14:4
“Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of  another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he 
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.”  

This verse is a reminder that I am not the one to judge. When I am feeling judged by others, I find 
great encouragement in the last phrase of  this passage, “for the Lord is able to make him stand.” It 
reminds me of  Jude 24.  

Lord Jesus, Your Father, the Sovereign God, has entrusted all judgment to You. Why would I ever 
attempt to usurp Your authority? Thank You for the reminder that You are my Master. You are the 
One who makes me stand. 

43

https://www.esv.org/Genesis+44,Mark+14,Job+10,Romans+14
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+44:14-34
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+22:13
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+37:26-27
https://www.esv.org/Mark+14:3-9
https://www.esv.org/John+19:38-39
https://www.esv.org/Job+10:8-18
https://www.esv.org/Romans+8:29
https://www.esv.org/Romans+14:4
https://www.esv.org/Jude+24


February 12 
GENESIS 45, MARK 15, JOB 11, ROMANS 15

Genesis 45:5-8
“God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was 
not you who sent me here, but God.” (Genesis 45:7-8) 

It is not difficult to find people who express their belief  in God as Sovereign, but Joseph's 
understanding and acceptance of  His sovereignty is exceptional. It is easy to acknowledge God's 
sovereignty until things do not work out the way we think they should. There appears to be no 
bitterness when Joseph tells his brothers, you sold me into slavery, but it was God's plan and 
purpose that brought me here. I want to have Joseph's attitude about life. He believed God was in 
control. Paul had not yet written, “We know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose,” (Romans 8:28) but Joseph would have 
agreed. 

Mark 15:43
“Joseph of  Arimathea, a respected member of  the council, who was also himself  looking for the kingdom of  God, 
took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of  Jesus.” 

Joseph of  Arimathea was looking for the kingdom of  God. The NRSV says he was waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of  God. He was anticipating the coming of  the Messiah. I know Jesus 
is coming again as King of  Kings and Lord of  Lords and can gladly say “Come, Lord Jesus, 
come.” But the question came to me, “Am I expectantly looking for the kingdom of  God as I live 
my life?” Am I so busy with the daily activities of  life that I miss His kingdom activity? 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for living such a self-centered life. I act as if  I am the center of  the universe. 
I forget everything was made by You, through You and for You. One day You are coming to claim 
all that is Yours.  

Job 11:1-20
If  you thought Eliphaz was harsh, wait until Zophar gets through with Job. Zophar's description of  
God is right, and his explanation of  how to be right with God is correct, but his application to Job 
is incorrect. Zophar says Job is just a talker, babbler and mocker who claims to be sinless. Job does 
not claim perfection. In Job 9:1 he asks, “how can any man be right before God,” and in Job 9:33 
expresses the need for an arbiter. Zophar accurately describes repentance in Job 11:13-14, “If  only 
you would prepare your heart and lift up your hands to him in prayer! Get rid of  your sins, and 
leave all iniquity behind you.” 
 
However, since Job is not living in sin, Zophar's application is inappropriate for this situation.  

Father, reading these conversations makes it clear I am not only to know Your instruction, but I 
should apply it correctly to myself  and others. Please, Holy Spirit, bring Your Word to my mind at 
the right time and give me proper discernment. May I not misrepresent my Lord.  
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February 13 
GENESIS 46, MARK 16, JOB 12, ROMANS 16

Genesis 46:1-4
How long do you think it took Israel to start toward Egypt? His favorite son whom he lost 22 years 
ago, is now the number two man in Egypt which, by the way, was the only place to get food for the 
next five years. How good is El Elohe-Israel?  

I suspect I would have thrown my stuff  together and been on the next camel south. This turn of  
events is such a blessing; it has to be a gift from God! Right?Israel does not assume that to be true. 
Maybe he learned from his grandfather's mistake. During a similar situation, Abraham went to 
Egypt during a famine without consulting God (Genesis 12:10-12) and, it appears, came home 
with Hagar the Egyptian slave girl (Genesis 16:1). Instead of  heading to Egypt, Israel went to 
Beersheba, a significant place in his family's life (Genesis 21:33, 26:23-24) to seek God's counsel. 
Needless to say, God spoke to Israel about the move and blessed it.  

LORD, the Everlasting God, may I be quick to seek Your counsel even when things seem to be 
precisely what I would desire. Holy Spirit, please teach me to learn from other's mistakes rather 
than learn hard lessons from my own.  

Job 12:1-25
It is so difficult being the smartest person in the room, especially when it seems no one else knows 
it.  

Job wasted no time in refuting his three friends. He explains they are not the only ones with 
experience, knowledge, and wisdom. He is waiting for God's answer to his questions. Since He 
holds all life in His hand, His answer is the one of  value. His wisdom is the only acceptable 
counsel. In pointing out God's infinite wisdom and power, Job reminds his friends of  their limited 
knowledge and understanding. 

Notice the first word in verses 17 through 24 and what Job attributes to God's power and 
understanding. 

Almighty God and All-Knowing Father, forgive me for those times I think and act like I am the 
smartest one in the room. What a lack of  humility! What pride! Forgive me for being a know it all. 
Holy Spirit always remind me of  my need for the wisdom of  my Father.  

Romans 16:17-20
“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that 
you have been taught; avoid them.” (Romans 16:17) 

Don't you find it interesting Paul's last command to the church in Rome is about those who cause 
division? Why would he save this instruction until the last of  his letter?  

In Ephesians 4:1-14, Paul provides an excellent explanation of  why there is unity in the body of  
Christ and why we are to strive to maintain it. He says the unity of  the Church is really the unity 
of  the Spirit kept through a bond of  peace. In Romans 16:20, Paul again describes God as the 
“God of  peace” (Romans 15:33) and the One who will crush Satan under their feet.  

Lord Jesus, may Your Church exhibit the unity You have with the Father and the Spirit. Thank 
You for coming to destroy the works of  the devil. Give us eyes to see division as the work of  Satan. 
May the unity of  Your body be as vital to us as it is to You. 
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February 14 
GENESIS 47, LUKE 1:1-38, JOB 13, 1 CORINTHIANS 1

Luke 1:1-4
“It seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.” (Luke 1:3-4) 

Notice, in verse 4; Luke explains the reason for writing his account of  what Jesus accomplished: he 
desired to provide certainty concerning the things Theophilus had been taught.  

Greek is a much more descriptive language than English. I use a translation which employs as 
many English words as necessary to bring out the richness, force, and clarity of  the Greek. I love 
the way it translates this passage. “In order that you may come to have a full and accurate 
experiential knowledge concerning the undoubted truth of  the matters in which you were 
instructed.” The Wuest New Testament: An Expanded Translations also capitalizes “Word” in 
verse two, “those who from the beginning were personal witnesses of  and ministered the Word.”  

I suspect my prayer for us as we read and study Luke, is similar to Luke's prayer when he wrote this 
letter. 

Lord Jesus Christ, would You please use my time and effort for Your glory? Would You send Your 
Spirit to teach those who read and study this letter? May we gain full and accurate knowledge of  
Your truth. May our understanding be experiential and not just head knowledge. 

Job 13:5
“O that you would keep silent, and it would be your wisdom!”  

After hearing his three friend's critique, Job thought it would be best if  they just kept their opinions 
to themselves. The NLT says “If  only you could be silent! That's the wisest thing you could do.” In 
reading this passage, I thought of  the old saying “Better to remain silent and be thought a fool 
than to speak and remove all doubt.”  I am not sure where that quote comes from but Proverbs 
17:28 (NLT) is very similar, “Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths 
shut, they seem intelligent.” 

We should be careful of  what we say. In Matthew 12:36-37 Jesus says, “I tell you, on the day of  
judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  

Holy Spirit, please teach me to control my tongue. May my words glorify my God. I pray for 
justifying words. 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9
“In every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you,” 

Interesting juxtaposition in today's reading with Job 13:5. “The grace of  God given to me in Christ 
Jesus has enriched me in all speech and knowledge...Jesus Christ will sustain me to the end 
guiltless...God is faithful.” (1 Corinthians 1:4-9) 

As a believer, my knowledge and speech will be different. In Matthew 12:34, Jesus says we speak 
out of  the abundance of  our heart. In the following verse, He describes this abundance as “good 
treasure.” 

Thank You, Father, for enriched speech and knowledge. May the words I speak build up those who 
You bring into my life and may they give grace to those who hear. 
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February 15 
GENESIS 48, LUKE 1:39-80, JOB 14, 1 CORINTHIANS 2

Genesis 48:5-6
“Now your two sons, who were born to you in the land of  Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim 
and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. 
They shall be called by the name of  their brothers in their inheritance.” 

Ruben forfeited his inheritance when he slept with Bilhah (Genesis 35:22). By accepting Joseph's 
two sons as his own, Jacob gave the birthright to Joseph (1 Chronicles 5:1-2).  

Have you ever lost something of  value because of  your actions? I know I have. It is difficult 
counseling and consoling others, who through the consequences of  their own sin, have lost 
something they now regret. Joel 2:25 is where I go; “I will restore to you the years the swarming 
locust has eaten.” Through our sinfulness much can be and is destroyed but, God can and will 
restore what the locusts have eaten. His mercy and grace are abundant to those who return to Him 
even with the scars of  forgiven sin.  

O LORD our God, You are a forgiving God. Thank You for restoring the years that have been 
eaten away because of  our rebellion. 

Luke 1:39-45
I can't imagine how incredible these days must have been for Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, and 
Mary. Can you imagine the conversations they must have had? The impossible was happening just 
as God had promised, and they were blessed to be a massive part of  the fulfillment of  that promise. 
God is still fulfilling His promise. The presence of  Jesus always causes some people to leap with joy, 
and the Holy Spirit continues to fill people. Amazingly, I am a part of  the activity of  the kingdom 
of  God on earth. Do my actions and conversations exhibit joy because I understand this incredible 
gift and blessing? 

Thank You Father for including me in Your Kingdom. I pray my joy in You would be infectious 
and that You would not be ashamed to be called my God.  

Job 14:1-22
In this chapter, Job addresses an issue that is ever present but discussed very little: the mortality of  
man. In verse seven, Job says a tree has more hope than man. At least when it is cut down, it can 
sprout again. In verse 14, he directly asks the question, “If  a man dies, shall he live again?” 
Solomon describes part of  man's problem in Ecclesiastes 3:11, with the fact that God put eternity 
into his heart but does not let him see or understand the end.  

I am so thankful to live this side of  the cross; to live when more of  God's plan has been revealed. 1 
Corinthians 15 is an excellent explanation of  life after death summarized in verses 54-55, “Death 
is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 2:9
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of  man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love 
him.” 

What is the most significant thing you have ever seen, heard or imagined? When I was younger, I 
was a dreamer; always imagining what could be or what I thought should be. I am not as much 
anymore, but this verse reminds me of  all those old dreams and imaginings. To believe God's 
preparation for those who love Him is beyond anything any man, woman, boy or girl has ever 
hoped for or imagined fills me with great wonder! What does God have in store for those who love 
Him? What do you think it could be? Please know, you are thinking way too small! 

47

https://www.esv.org/Genesis+48,Luke+1:39-80,Job+14,1+Corinthians+2
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+48:5-6
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+35:22
https://www.esv.org/1+Chronicles+5:1-2
https://www.esv.org/Joel+2:25
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:39-45
https://www.esv.org/Job+14:1-22
https://www.esv.org/Job+14:7
https://www.esv.org/Job+14:14
https://www.esv.org/Ecclesiastes+3:11
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+15
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+15
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+15:54-55
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+2:9


February 16 
GENESIS 49, LUKE 2, JOB 15, 1 CORINTHIANS 3

Genesis 49:18
“I wait for your salvation, O LORD.” 

Jacob's prayer, in verse 18, stands out in this list of  blessings for his twelve sons. This verse is the 
first time the Hebrew word translated “wait” is used in the Bible. The word is also translated as 
expect and hope with an implication of  tenderness. In the middle of  blessing his sons, Jacob pauses 
to acknowledge the LORD as his only hope for the salvation of  his descendants.  

Isaiah 25:6-9 uniquely speaks about those who wait for the salvation of  the LORD. On the day of  
our salvation, which is described as a feast, we will be glad and rejoice. For He will swallow up 
death forever and will wipe away the tears from all our faces. The passage concludes by saying, 
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we 
have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” Hebrews 9:28 says Christ will 
appear a second time to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

LORD Jesus Christ, my salvation. May I eagerly wait for You, not just for that day when You 
destroy death forever and wipe away my tears, but expectantly every day. I desire to wait and 
watch for Your direction and instruction to be and do all You desire of  me.  

Luke 2:25-35
“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for 
the consolation of  Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.” 

Simeon was waiting for the consolation of  Israel. He, too, was waiting for the salvation of  the 
Lord. The Greek word for consolation is paraklesis from the same root word parakletos used in John 
14:16 as a name for the Holy Spirit. In other passages, paraklesis is translated as encouragement, 
comfort, and exhortation. Simeon declares he can depart in peace, just as the Lord promised 
because he has seen with his own eyes the Lord's salvation. Simeon has seen the promised One of  
Isaiah 40:1-2 who is described as the One who will comfort, speak tenderly to and pardon the 
iniquity of  God's people.  

Father, thank You for this example of  one who waits for Your salvation. Holy Spirit, thank You for 
being my encourager, comforter, and exhorter as I, too, wait on the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 3:18-20
“Let no one deceive himself. If  anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may 
become wise. For the wisdom of  this world is folly with God.” (1 Corinthians 3:18-19) 

This passage causes me to look back at 1 Corinthians 1:19-29. While wisdom has always been 
highly esteemed in our culture, God has proven the wisdom of  this world to be foolishness since 
the world's wisdom does not lead to knowing Him, the only wise God. Look at what God chose to 
shame the wise in 1 Corinthians 1:27, “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise.” 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for spending so much of  my life pursuing the wisdom of  this world. I 
confess it is still a great temptation. I do not want to deceive myself. Instead, let me be a fool to the 
things of  this world but wise in the characteristics of  Your kingdom. 
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February 17 
GENESIS 50, LUKE 3, JOB 16-17, 1 CORINTHIANS 4

Genesis 50:24-25
The last request Joseph made of  his brothers was to take his bones to the land God promised to 
Abraham in Genesis 15:7-18. Hebrews 11:22 tells us this was an act of  faith. Even though Joseph 
had lived like a king in Egypt, his heart, his emotional attachment, was not there. His loyalty was 
to the land of  the promise.  

Sometimes I wonder how he maintained that allegiance while living like a king in Egypt. I have 
not lived like a king, but I have lived a plush life. I know this is not my home, the Promised Land, 
but I do have an attachment to this life. So how do I keep my heart, my emotional attachment to 
my real home as Joseph did? 

Father, thank You for giving me glimpses of  Your glory here on earth. Thank You for putting 
eternity in my soul. Please Holy Spirit, continually stir in me a passion for the city whose designer 
and builder is God. I want to live by faith. 

Luke 3:1-18
Can you imagine the provocation John the Baptist created when he began to preach? Look at his 
statement to those who went to see him in verses 7-9. A prophet of  God had not spoken to Israel in 
400 years. Then John bursts on the scene. It is important to remember how he was originally 
announced. 

His father Zechariah, fulfilling his role as a priest, was chosen "by lot" (Proverbs 16:33) to burn 
incense, which symbolized the prayers of  the saints (Revelation 5:8), in the temple. The multitude 
of  people who were praying and waiting for him to come out of  the holy place began to wonder 
what was taking so long. When he finally came out the crowd knew something unusual had 
happened to him. Don't you just know the word of  this event spread not only through the 
community of  priests but also through the nation? Nine months later his old, previously barren 
wife had a son. Can you imagine the speculation that occurred about this boy named John? When 
Zechariah got his voice back, how much do you think he spoke of  what happened in the temple 
that day? Don't you know there was a great expectation as John began his ministry?  

Father, thank You for all the evidence of  Your activity in the world. There may be periods of  
silence but when You act it is not in a dark corner. The second coming of  Your Son will be known 
to the whole world. Please use me as You prepare for that day.  

Job 16:2
“I have heard many such things; miserable comforters are you all.”  

What kind of  friend am I?  
When Job's three friends first come to see him, they intended to sympathize and comfort him (Job 
2:11). Now Job's assessment of  their help is “miserable comforters are you all.” Instead of  
comforting Job, they had multiplied his anguish with their accusations. 

Am I a comforting friend? 
Isn't it interesting that the word Jesus uses in John 14:16 naming the Holy Spirit is translated 
Helper, Advocate, Comforter, Friend, and Counselor. Since as a believer, I have received the Holy 
Spirit to be with me forever, I should understand and display God's mercy, grace and compassion. 

Am I a Spirit-filled friend? 
Holy Spirit, thank You for the comfort You bring me. Thank You for fulfilling all the roles Your 
name implies. Please make me the kind of  friend You are. 
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February 18 
EXODUS 1, LUKE 4, JOB 18, 1 CORINTHIANS 5

Luke 4:1-13
How appropriate! The first display of  Jesus' authority and power is His mastery over the devil. 
Hebrews 2:14-15 says, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself  likewise 
partook of  the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of  
death, that is, the devil and deliver all those who through fear of  death were subject to lifelong 
slavery.” 

I always delight in the fact that Jesus displays who He is by the power of  the Word. The Living 
Word used the written Word to defeat the temptation of  Satan. 1 John 3:8 tells us “The reason the 
Son of  God appeared was to destroy the works of  the devil.”  

Jesus, Your example of  how to deal with temptation is a constant reminder to me of  the power of  
Your Word. The same voice that spoke creation into existence rebuked the devil and his 
temptation. I desire to know Your Word, so I too may respond appropriately to temptation. Thank 
You for humbling Yourself  to become not just my propitiation, but my example.  

Job 18:1-21
What a devastating description of  the “wicked person...the one who rejected God” (Job 18:21 
NLT). Although Bildad misapplies this description of  wickedness to Job, it is a terrifying picture for 
those who do not know God. Their light is put out. The snares and traps set by the wicked 
ultimately catch them. Terror and destruction are their ultimate destiny. Even their memory and 
name perish. For the wages of  sin is death (Romans 6:23). It would seem such a vivid presentation 
would lead to the question, “What must I do to be saved?”  

Jesus, how well does Your Church present this description of  the end to those who reject You? 
Forgive us for diminishing the consequences to those who reject Jesus as Lord and Savior. Teach us 
to apply this truth accurately and appropriately. Teach us to speak it in truth and love. 

1 Corinthians 5:1-13
Sexual immorality of  this sort is not new. We just read about such a case in the story of  Rueben 
and Bilhah. Paul denounces it as a sin not even tolerated by unbelievers, but the church at Corinth 
is bragging about their tolerance and acceptance. In verse three, Paul says he has already passed 
judgment on the matter. It is important to note the Greek word for judgment used here is exactly 
the same word used in Matthew 7:1-2, “Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment 
you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you.” 
Paul's instructions may seem harsh. But we must ask ourselves, “How pure is our Savior? How 
important is the purity of  His bride?”  

If  I love Jesus Christ and his bride, I should care for her as He does. If  a professed believer is living 
a life of  sin, I should love him enough, based on our mutual love of  God, to warn of  the inherent 
danger of  his choices. 

Gracious Loving Father, I am grateful for all You do for Your children. Thank You for loving 
enough to discipline us as we need. May I love Your children as You do. Holy Spirit, please teach 
me to know how and when to judge appropriately. 
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February 19 
EXODUS 2, LUKE 5, JOB 19, 1 CORINTHIANS 6

Exodus 2:12-14
How careful do you think Moses was before he struck down the Egyptian? He may have looked 
both ways before he crossed that street, but he was not careful enough. Since Moses had not 
already written Numbers 32:23, we can cut him some slack. Maybe at the time, he did not know 
God would say, “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 

What we think is done in secret is always observed by the all-knowing God. We live our lives 
constantly before His face. 

Lord God, I cannot hide my sin from You. Please help me hide Your Word in my heart so I may 
not sin against You.  

Luke 5:24
“The Son of  man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”  

I know from Matthew 28:18 that Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth, but His authority 
to forgive sin always causes me to stop and think. If  I did something wrong to you and an 
uninvolved third person came along and absolved me of  the wrong to you, we would both feel that 
was impossible and improper. Who has the right to forgive me but the one I have wronged? Yet, 
Jesus claims that authority. Why? Because ultimately every sin I commit is against God. In Psalm 
51:4, after his adulterous affair with Bathsheba and having Uriah murdered, David says to God, 
“Against you, you only, have I sinned.” Clearly, David had sinned against others, but he understood 
that ultimately it was God he had wronged. 

Jesus, You do have all authority; You are King of  kings and Lord of  lords. When I live as if  I am 
the authority, my rebellion is always against You. May I be ever mindful of  what it cost You to 
forgive me. Thank You. 

Job 19:23-28
There are so many people I want to visit after Jesus returns. Obviously, don't we all want to sit at 
His feet and hear Him teach? I will no longer be envious of  the men on the road to Emmas in 
Luke 24:13-27. There are many people I have known that are already with Jesus who I need to 
thank. Many people from the Bible will be fascinating to know. But Job is in my top five.  

This passage is one of  the reasons for him being ranked so high. I have so many questions about 
his life after these tribulations. How did people respond to him later? Wasn't he thankful God did 
not take his life? Was he surprised his words were inscribed in a book? But the most important is 
how did you realize the truth of  your statement in Job 19:25-27. What led you to that point? I have 
read how Abraham, Moses, and Paul came to know and experience God, but what about Job?  

Father, thank You for bringing each of  Your children to Yourself  through such different 
circumstances. Thank You for the insight Jesus gives us in John 6:37-40. Thank You for the 
promise to raise me up on the last day. Holy Spirit, thank You for revealing to us all the fact that 
“my Redeemer lives”. Even though I die, I will live and see Him for myself; because He lives, I will 
also live (John 14:19). 
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February 20 
EXODUS 3, LUKE 6, JOB 20, 1 CORINTHIANS 7

Exodus 3:2
“And the angel of  the LORD appeared to him in a flame of  fire out of  the midst of  a bush. He looked, and behold, 
the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed.” 

In Exodus 3:2, an “angel of  the LORD” appears to Moses. Notice in the following conversation 
both God and the LORD are referred to as speaking to Moses. The “angel” is not mentioned 
again.  

God deploys His angels to carry out His purpose from the beginning (Genesis 3:24) to the end 
(Revelation 22:16) of  Scripture. Sometimes the angel is referred to as the “angel of  the LORD” as 
in this passage. The first usage of  the angel of  the LORD is in Genesis 16:7-13. Scripture identifies 
the One speaking with Hagar as “the angel of  the LORD” until verse 13 where Hagar “called the 
name of  the LORD who spoke to her, ‘You are a God of  seeing.’” Therefore, it was not merely an 
angel speaking to Hagar; it was God Himself  speaking to her. We see the same thing in this 
passage where God speaks to Moses. 

Many theologians identify this “angel of  the LORD” as the pre-incarnate Son of  God. Notice in 
Exodus 3:14, God names Himself  “I AM,” the name Jesus uses seven times to refer to Himself  in 
the Gospel of  John.  

Another interesting example of  the pre-incarnate Son of  God appearing is in Joshua 5:13-15. 
Notice the “man” allows Joshua to worship Him without correcting him. 

Luke 6:27-31
What astonishing commands: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you, to the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other, 
give to everyone who begs from you. Each of  those phrases is a command from Jesus. 

When I honestly examine these commands and my ability to obey them, I realize for me to live this 
life is impossible. It is only possible through the supernatural life of  Jesus living in me. This life 
requires me to no longer live for Roy. If  my life is about me, none of  these responses is possible, 
yet, if  Christ is living through me, it is He (Christ) who responds. So, anytime I react differently, am 
I living for me?  

Job 20:29 
“This is the wicked man’s portion from God, the heritage decreed for him by God.”  

Zophar picks up where Bildad left off  in Job 18 describing the life of  the wicked and godless. 
Zophar describes their short life as empty, joyless and never satisfied because even in prosperity 
there is no peace, joy or contentment. After this dark portrayal of  the wicked's life, Zophar says, 
“This is the wicked man's portion from God, the heritage decreed for him by God.” (Job 20:29) 
What a dark and dismal picture both Bildad and Zophar paint of  the life of  the wicked. To be told 
this is the wicked's portion and heritage should cause one to stop and think. 

Would you not rather have the portion and heritage promised in Psalm 16? David says the LORD 
is his chosen portion and he has a beautiful inheritance. He concludes this passage with the 
promise of  the fullness of  joy and pleasures forevermore.  

LORD, You make known to me the path of  life. There is no good apart from You. Because of  You 
my heart is glad, my whole being rejoices, and I shall not be shaken. 
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February 21 
EXODUS 4, LUKE 7, JOB 21, 1 CORINTHIANS 8

Exodus 4:1-31
For a long time, I have said: “If  you want to mess with your theology, just read the Bible.” We all 
have a theology, our view of  God. The question is, what is the basis of  our understanding of  God? 
Often the foundation of  our knowledge of  God is what we were told as children or have heard 
from others whom we trust. When we turn to the Bible, much of  what we think we know is called 
into question.  

Exodus 4 is a great example. Why would God harden the heart of  Pharaoh (Exodus 4:21), since 
the reason He sent Moses to Egypt was to free the people from slavery? Wasn't hardening 
Pharaoh's heart going to make that more difficult? How could God have chosen Moses to lead His 
people out of  Egypt and then plan to kill him in Exodus 4:24? Would God not have noticed this 
problem before selecting Moses? 

There are some things God has chosen not to reveal to man (Deuteronomy 29:29, Romans 
11:33-34). However, studying God's Word does answer many questions that arise. The purpose of  
hardening Pharaoh's heart is found in Romans 9:14-18. To answer the question of  killing Moses, 
let's ask another question: What importance does God place on obedience to His covenants and 
commands (Genesis 17:9-14)? How important is the covenant of  circumcision? My unanswered 
question is why didn't Moses circumcise his two sons? How did Zipporah know this was the critical 
issue?  

Lord God may I obediently accept Your revelation. May my understanding of  You and Your will 
be derived from Your Word only.  

Luke 7:18-23
Once again, I am amazed at the honesty of  the Bible in depicting the struggles of  the saints. John 
the Baptist recognized Jesus while he was still in his mother's womb (Luke 1:44), when he baptized 
him (John 1:29-34), and the next day as he pointed Him out to two of  his disciples (John 1:35-36). 
But, as John sits in jail, he sends his men to ask Jesus, “Are you the one who was to come, or should 
we expect someone else?” Jesus' answer is interesting. Instead of  just saying yes, He points John to 
Scripture. In many passages of  the Old Testament, the Messiah is described by what He would do 
when He came, uniquely so in Isaiah. In Isaiah 29:18-19, 35:5-6, 42:6-7, 61:1-3; the Messiah does 
all the things Jesus tells the messengers to report back to John. Jesus' answer is to look at what 
Scripture says and decide based on what was prophesied about Him. When I have questions about 
God, I am so thankful for the answers He has already given me in His Word.  

O, that I would be more diligent to see Jesus in all of  Scripture. 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Reading 1 Corinthians 8 reminds me of  Luke 17:1-2, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but 
woe to the one through whom they come! It would be better for him if  a millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of  these little ones to 
sin.” 

Paul prefaces his discussion of  eating meat offered to idols, by comparing knowledge, which is 
about self, to love, which is about others. He stresses the need for those with “knowledge” to be 
extra careful with fellow believers who are tempted to go against their own conscience because of  
your actions. So according to Luke 17:1-2, I should pay extra attention to these “little ones” and 
not tempt them to sin. Verse 12 says sinning against your brother is sinning against Christ. 

I need help, Lord Jesus! May my actions based on freedom in You never lead others to sin. 
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February 22 
EXODUS 5, LUKE 8, JOB 22, 1 CORINTHIANS 9

Exodus 5:2
“But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, 
and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 

What great questions! Who is the LORD? Why should I listen to Him? Let's examine what He 
says about Himself. 

Deuteronomy 32:39-40 says, “See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill 
and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of  my hand. For I lift 
up my hand to heaven and swear, As I live forever, if  I sharpen my flashing sword and my hand 
takes hold on judgment, I will take vengeance on my adversaries and will repay those who hate 
me.” 

Isaiah 45:5-7 says, “I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip 
you, though you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of  the sun and from the 
west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. I form light and create 
darkness; I make well-being and create calamity; I am the LORD, who does all these things.”  

Isaiah 46:9-10 says, “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My 
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.’” Doesn't this One seem to be worth 
listening to and obeying? 

Luke 8:17-18
“For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to 
light. Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even 
what he thinks that he has will be taken away.”  

God has revealed His kingdom through Jesus who, according to John 8:12, is the “light of  the 
world”. In and through Jesus Christ everything will be known. 1 Corinthians 4:5 says when Jesus 
comes He will bring to light all things that are now hidden, even the purposes of  the heart. Not 
only is Jesus going to bring to light all the things of  the Kingdom, but He is also going to bring to 
light all the things in me.  

Since everything will be known, I am to carefully consider how I listen. The issue of  careful 
listening is repeated over and over throughout the Bible. However, it is not just hearing but 
applying. James 1:19-25 makes this very understandable by saying not to be only a hearer of  the 
Word but also a doer of  the Word. I am not to be a hearer who forgets but a doer who acts. If  I 
genuinely hear, I do. The idea of  being given more if  you have, or losing what you have if  you do 
not use it, is also throughout Jesus' teaching, i.e., the parable of  the talents in Matthew 25:15-29.  

1 Corinthians 9:9
“For it is written in the Law of  Moses, 'You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.' Is it for oxen that 
God is concerned?” 

This verse convicts me each time I read it. Paul is quoting from Deuteronomy 25:4. Reading the 
Deuteronomy passage, it appears to be just one in a long list of  instructions God is giving the 
people of  Israel. However, Paul applies this verse in a manner I would never have seen. How many 
other passages of  Scripture do I read without proper application? 

Almighty God, You breathed all Scripture. Holy Spirit, You are the One who carried along those 
men who spoke from God. Jesus Christ, You are the One who fulfills all the Law and the Prophets. 
Holy Trinity, please give me everything I need to comprehend Your Word.  
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February 23 
EXODUS 6, LUKE 9, JOB 23, 1 CORINTHIANS 10

Exodus 6:9
“Moses spoke thus to the people of  Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of  their broken spirit and harsh 
slavery.”  

Because of  their broken spirit and harsh slavery, the Israelites did not listen to Moses as he told 
them what God was doing. The same is true today. Often people do not pay attention to what God 
is doing and has done because of  a broken spirit and the harsh slavery of  sin. The NIV translates 
the Israelite's condition as “discouragement and cruel bondage.” I need to remember that those in 
sin are under the cruel bondage of  the devil and the only One who can deliver them is the LORD. 
I cannot deliver them, but like Moses, I can go to the One who can and pray for their deliverance. 

Great I AM, You have placed many people in my life who are under the cruel bondage of  the 
devil. They are dead to who You are. Please be as gracious to them as You have been to me. You 
alone can deliver them from darkness and transfer them to the kingdom of  Your Beloved Son. 

Luke 9:30-36
I read this event in Jesus’ life many times before I caught the fact that it was He who was about to 
accomplish His departure at Jerusalem. I know God orchestrated the events of  Jesus' crucifixion. 
Acts 2:23 says Jesus was delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  God, but 
this passage indicates Jesus was also directing everything toward that end.  

How could Peter, James, and John be sleepy at a such a time? I fear there are things of  great 
importance going on around me and just like the three disciples, I am sleepy. Then, when I do 
rouse from my slumber, I say or do something as foolish as Peter.  

Please, Father, give me eyes to see You and what You are doing in this day and the appropriate 
response as a child of  Yours. 

Job 23:1-17
Job's insights in this passage are a great encouragement to me. He expresses his inability to find 
God. It does not matter if  he goes forward or backward, to the left or the right, he cannot see him. 
Thanks be to God; we cannot find Him, so He came to find us. The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as the only Son from the Father, full of  grace and 
truth (John 1:14).  

Job then says even though I cannot see Him, He sees and knows me. He knows I have kept His 
way, His commandments have not left my lips, and I treasure His Word more than food. Doesn't 
that remind you of  so many of  David's psalms?  
  
Job concludes by expressing his knowledge that God is the sovereign, immutable One, who does 
what He desires. Job trusted Almighty God even though he was in the dark about what was 
happening and why. 

Almighty God, may I, like Job, trust You when I don't understand what You are doing. Thank You 
for coming and finding me, Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-33
Please, Father, I desire to not be like those You were displeased with and overthrew in the 
wilderness. I do not want to desire evil, be an idolater, indulge in immorality, put you to the test or 
be a grumbler. I do not want to think I stand when I so easily fall. Thank You for being faithful, 
not tempting me beyond my strength and always providing a way of  escape so that I may endure 
the temptations of  life. 
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February 24 
EXODUS 7, LUKE 10, JOB 24, 1 CORINTHIANS 11

Exodus 7:4
“Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of  
Israel, out of  the land of  Egypt by great acts of  judgment.” 

Delivering His people from slavery is a great act of  judgment from the Lord. Against whom is this 
judgment?  

Exodus 1:13-14 says the Egyptians ruthlessly made the people of  Israel work as slaves and made 
their lives bitter. Exodus 2:23-25 tells us the people groaned because of  their slavery and when they 
cried out, God heard. God has seen what has been done to them and promises to bring them out 
of  their affliction in Egypt.  

The Hebrew word for judgment is shapat. It is a judicial word which refers to a third party sitting 
over two parties who are at odds. After listening to the case of  each party, the third party decides 
what is right and what to do about it. The third-party fulfills the role of  both judge and jury.  

So, the LORD judges Egypt for the treatment of  His children. Zechariah 2:8-9 warns the nations 
against plundering His children by describing them as the “apple of  his eye”. Matthew 18:5-6 
describes God's extreme response to those who cause His little ones to sin. These “little ones” must 
also be the apple of  His eye! 

Thank You, Father, for the perfect care of  Your children. Thank You for telling us we have angels 
watching over us who always see Your face. Thank You for hearing our cries. 

Luke 10:3
“Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of  wolves.” 

I often forget the truth of  Jesus' statement, “I am sending you out like lambs in the midst of  
wolves.” I fear it is because I don't remember the seriousness of  my task as a disciple of  Christ 
Jesus. Jesus instructs us to proclaim the Good News that the Kingdom of  God is near, but He 
warns us of  our surroundings. It is so easy to think I am capable and forget the opposition I face. 
The only way to accomplish what I am called to do is under the authority and protection of  the 
Chief  Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4). These passages remind me of  Romans 8:36-37, where Paul refers to 
Christ's disciples as conquering sheep. 

Chief  Shepherd, strengthen me for the tasks You give me as one of  Your sheep. Remind me I am 
like a sheep among wolves, but in You, I am a conquering sheep. 

Job 24:1
“Why are not times of  judgment kept by the Almighty, and why do those who know him never see his days?”  

Job is not the only one to ever wonder why it seems God is so slow in dealing with the wicked. In 
Psalm 73, Asaph examines this concern in great depth. He acknowledges God is good, but when 
he sees the prosperity of  the wicked, it almost causes him to stumble. He gives an extensive 
description of  how it seems the wicked are materially blessed, and how that thought caused him 
almost to stumble. It is only by spending time in God's sanctuary that Asaph realized the destiny of  
the wicked. 

Father, forgive me for envying the wicked and their apparent prosperity. I know You are a just 
Judge. Your slowness is Your patience wishing none would perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 
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February 25 
EXODUS 8, LUKE 11, JOB 25-26, 1 CORINTHIANS 12

Exodus 8:1-32
What an obstinate, stubborn, willful, hard-headed, unyielding man! It is so easy to see those 
attributes in Pharaoh. Verse 32 summarizes the chapter by saying, "Pharaoh hardened his heart." 
Thankfully, none of  those words would ever describe me, right? 

The writer of  Psalm 95 speaks to those who declare the LORD as their God, the people of  His 
pasture and the sheep of  His hand, and warns them not to harden their hearts. Hebrews 3:7-13, 
referring to Psalm 95, commands the "brothers" to carefully protect their hearts from unbelief  and 
to warn each other daily about the deceitfulness of  sin that leads to hard hearts. In both 
Testaments, God warns of  the dangers of  hard-heartedness for those who claim Him as Lord. 

Lord God, please place brothers and sisters in Christ around me who love me enough to remind 
and warn me as You do. 

Luke 11:1-13
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” (Luke 11:1) 

Is it not surprising that with all the disciples saw and heard, we have only this one instance where 
one of  the twelve asked Jesus to teach them? I have often wondered if  this request came from the 
event in Mark 9 where the disciples were unable to cast the demon out of  the boy. Jesus had 
previously given them the authority over unclean spirits, and they had cast out many demons 
(Mark 6:7-13). When they asked Jesus why they were unable to do so in this specific instance, Jesus 
said, "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer."  

In answer to the request, Jesus not only taught them how to pray but the importance of  persistent 
prayer. Even though your Father knows what you need before you ask (Matthew 6:8), you are still 
to ask, seek, and knock.  

Father, I confess I, too, need to be taught to pray. Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit, who prays 
for me when I do not know what to pray. You say You will give the Holy Spirit to those who ask, so 
I am asking for all of  Your Spirit You desire to provide me. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6
Many people, like Bildad in Job 25:6, use the example of  a man being a worm in comparison to 
God, but when I read Paul's linkage of  the same Spirit, the same Lord and the same God, I was 
reminded of  a quote by John Wesley: "Bring me a worm that can comprehend a man, and then I 
will show you a man that can comprehend the triune God."  

From the beginning (Genesis 1:26), God reveals His plural nature, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness," but, He also stipulates His oneness in Deuteronomy 6:4 by saying, "Hear, O 
Israel, The LORD our God, the LORD is one." Jesus said, "I and the Father are one" in John 
10:30. 

Scripture regularly reveals to us the triune nature of  God, as in Matthew 28:19, "Baptizing them in 
the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit." 2 Corinthians 13:14 says, "The 
grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of  God and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit."  

Holy Trinity, I know I will never wholly comprehend You, but thank You for the revelation You 
have provided through Your Word. How could the finite ever grasp the infinite? Help me to know 
You as thoroughly as You desire.  
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February 26 
EXODUS 9, LUKE 12, JOB 27, 1 CORINTHIANS 13

Exodus 9:18-25
If  someone were to ask you, "What difference does it make whether I listen to the Word of  God or 
not?" what answer would you give? These Egyptians would answer the difference is life and death. 
Those who feared the Word of  the LORD hurriedly put their slaves and livestock into the houses 
and saved their lives. From this event, the answer to the question is obvious.  

In Deuteronomy 30:19-20, God sets before the Israelites the choice of  life and death, blessing and 
curse. He implores them to choose life by loving Him, obeying His voice, and holding fast to Him.  

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 adds thought-provoking insights for believers: "For we are the aroma of  
Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these 
things?” 

Am I just an impotent whiff  of  aroma, or am I a potent aroma? Are we bold enough to say the 
choice is life and death? 
 
Holy Spirit, we want to be a bold fragrance. 
  
Luke 12:37-44 
To me, this passage is one of  the most amazing verses in all Scripture. The events of  the Last 
Supper in John 13, remind me of  this passage. Jesus was a humble man, but for Him to wash the 
feet of  the disciples was a surprising gesture. His washing their feet is an example of  "having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end." This act is just a foretaste of  the 
washing to come on Calvary.  

In this passage, Jesus does the same thing for His servants who are ready, prepared, and expecting 
His return. He "will dress himself  for service," make them comfortable, and then serve them! The 
King of  kings, Lord of  lords, the One to whom every knee shall bow is the One who will again 
humble Himself  and serve those prepared for His return. This display of  humility overwhelms 
me.  

Just as John the Baptist’s role was to prepare the people for Jesus’ first appearance, do I have a 
responsibility to prepare them for His second? Am I a servant who is faithful and wise? Am I 
providing for His household their portion at the proper time?  

1 Corinthians 13:4-7
In John 13:34-35, Jesus says, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just 
as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if  you have love for one another.”  

The best way to understand Jesus' command to "love one another, just as I have loved you" is to 
replace the word and its pronouns in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 with the name Jesus, i.e., Jesus is 
patient. After reading the passage using Jesus, reread it using your name - Roy is patient. By 
reading this passage with those minor adjustments, my response is, Jesus most definitely fulfills this 
definition of  love, but does Roy (do you)? Wouldn't it be more obvious who Jesus' disciples were if  
we loved like this?  

Jesus, I quickly see You described in this definition of  love. Forgive me, because I cannot honestly 
say the same about myself. I want the world to know I am a disciple of  Yours. Holy Spirit, hold this 
verse before me and please strengthen me to live like my Savior and King.  
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February 27 
EXODUS 10, LUKE 13, JOB 28, 1 CORINTHIANS 14

Exodus 10:1-2
Have you ever known something and then later learned what you knew to be incorrect? I think it is 
common to all of  us. The phrase in verse 2 "that you may know" is regularly used in both the Old 
Testament and New Testament. The purpose of  this phrase in Scripture is to provide assurance. 
There are some things of  which God wants us to be assured.  

This phrase is used multiple times as God delivers the Israelites from Egypt (Exodus 8:10, 22; 9:14, 
29; 10:2; 11:7). God wants it known He is causing the events that ultimately lead to the Israelites 
being driven out of  Egypt. He wants there to be no doubt who is responsible.  

In these passages, God wants the following known: There is no one like the Lord our God; I am 
the LORD in the midst of  the earth; there is none like Me in all the earth; the earth is the 
LORD's; I am the LORD; the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.  

In the Gospels, Jesus uses this phrase, so people will know He has the authority to forgive sin. 
(Matthew 9:6, Mark 2:10, Luke 5:24) He also uses this phrase to assure us He is in the Father and 
the Father is in Him. (John 10:38) 

LORD God, in a continually changing world, I find the assurance of  Your Word a great comfort. 
Thank You for letting me know You are not only in control, but You are loving, gracious, and kind. 
Jesus, thank You for the assurance of  the forgiveness of  my guilt. 

Luke 13:23-24
"'Lord, will those who are saved be few?' And he said to them 'Strive to enter through the narrow door.’" 

The word "strive" in Jesus' answer is not a word commonly used today. The NLT uses "work hard" 
to interpret the Greek word agonizomai. It is easy to see agonize comes from this Greek word. This 
word is also translated as make every effort, do everything possible, and strain oneself. It is not 
common to hear or speak about salvation in such a manner, yet, Paul tells us to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling in Philippians 2:12.  

Jesus says something very similar in Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is 
wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate 
is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few."  

Is it possible 21st century Christians take salvation for granted? For fear of  being accused of  
legalism, do we diminish Jesus' instruction to strive, to agonize? Do we dismiss His statement that 
the "way is hard that leads to life”? 

Jesus, I do not want to minimize Your instruction in any way. Please quickly convict me when I do. 
I want to be continuously preaching the Gospel to myself. It is not Your Good News if  I am 
changing Your instruction. 

PS: When you read 1 Corinthians 14:12, notice the command to strive in building up the Church 
if  you desire to see displays of  the Spirit. 

Job 28:1-28
How much effort would Carol and I exert if  we believed there was significant treasure hidden on 
our place? Would you volunteer to help if  you thought that to be true? Job paints a vivid picture of  
what man is willing to do to extract precious minerals from the earth. Then, in verse 12, he throws 
us a curve. What effort will a man make to find true wisdom and understanding? He says it is more 
valuable than all the precious material mined from the earth, but who knows where to find it? God 
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alone knows true wisdom and knowledge, and He tells us where to begin our search: "The fear of  
the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.” 

For those of  you who are faithfully reading the Bible this year, I pray the LORD God would 
reward your diligent effort to know Him and His instruction. Father, please bless them with the 
real treasure of  life. Bless them with eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom You sent. 
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February 28 
EXODUS 11:1-12:21, LUKE 14, JOB 29, 1 CORINTHIANS 15

Luke 14:12-14
Jesus’ point concerning who to invite to a luncheon seems to be "Who do you help?" Jesus said 
when you help those who cannot repay, you will be blessed, and your repayment will be "at the 
resurrection of  the righteous." Obviously, this repayment will be from God Himself.  

The Bible repeatedly makes the point that obedience includes care for those less fortunate than 
yourself. James 1:27 says, "Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself  unstained from the world." In Isaiah 
58:4-7, God does not respond to the Israelite's prayers because of  the way they treat the less 
fortunate. In the previous verse, the people have complained because God is not responsive to their 
fasting. God responds by telling them the manner of  their fast is wrong - they fast for pleasure, 
oppress employees, quarrel, and fight. God tells them He responds to fasts that: free those who are 
wrongly imprisoned, lighten the burden of  those who work for you, let the oppressed go free, 
remove the chains that bind people, share your food with the hungry, give shelter to the homeless, 
give clothes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need help. 1 John 3:17 
(NLT) describes it this way, "If  someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister 
in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person?” 

Job 29:1-25
Job, like many of  us, remembers the "good old" days; the prime of  life when everything seemed to 
go well. Notice the things Job did during that period of  his life. He did receive accolades, but in 
verse 12, Job gives the reasons for the honor he received by listing those he helped: the poor, the 
fatherless, those about to perish, the widow, the blind, the lame, the needy, strangers, and he 
comforted those who mourned. Job used his wealth and position to defend those who were easy 
prey of  the unrighteous. It's as if  he had taken to heart what Jesus said in Luke 14:12-14.  

Father, forgive me for using Your blessing, both affluence and influence, to benefit me and mine. 
May my heart increasingly become like Job's. If  praise is to come to me, it would be because of  my 
care for those who are not in a position to care for themselves. May I be one who protects against 
unrighteousness. 

1 Corinthians 15:58
"Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of  the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (NIV) 

Paul comes to this statement of  encouragement after explaining the amazing reality of  the 
resurrected body of  the believer. God has not just forgiven those who "live by faith," He has made 
them the promise of  the "hope of  glory." Part of  that glory is a body that is raised imperishable, in 
glory, in power, and is spiritual. 1 John 3:2 says it this way, "Beloved, we are God’s children now, 
and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.” 

Wow, that is something to look forward to! It is also the reason to "stand firm, always give 
yourselves fully to the work of  the Lord." 
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March 1 
EXODUS 12:22-51, LUKE 15, JOB 30, 1 CORINTHIANS 16

There are many teachers who God has blessed. From time to time, I would like to introduce you to 
some who God has used to bless me. Today, the explanation Tim Keller gives of  the parable of  the 
Prodigal Son is better than anything else I have seen or read.  I hope and pray it blesses and 
challenges you as it has me. The video is twenty minutes long but well worth the time.  

The Prodigal God 
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March 2 
EXODUS 13, LUKE 16, JOB 31, 2 CORINTHIANS 1 

Exodus 13:3-16
Notice the repeated phrase, "by a strong hand the LORD brought you out of  Egypt" in this 
passage. This event, the Exodus, the redemption of  the nation of  Israel, is the basis from which 
God deals with His chosen people. He delivers them from slavery before He instructs them how 
they are to live as His people. Exodus 20:2, the preamble to the ten commandments begins, "I am 
the LORD your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  the house of  slavery." 
This event is God's basis for everything He does for Israel and subsequently asks of  Israel; not just 
the consecration of  the firstborn to the LORD, or the observance of  Passover, but His provision, 
protection, and judgment of  Israel are all rooted in this event.  

Similarly, in the New Testament, deliverance from slavery via the cross of  Jesus Christ is the central 
event. Everything Jesus does for His Bride and asks of  her flows from Him delivering her with a 
strong hand out of  the bondage of  sin. 

What a great and mighty God we worship and serve! He alone delivers with a strong hand.  

Luke 16:1-14
To understand this parable and Jesus' instruction, it is important to remember what just happened. 
In Luke 15, the Pharisees and scribes were grumbling about Jesus hanging out with tax collectors 
and sinners. They, the respectable religious elite, should have been the ones Jesus was interested in, 
not those sinners. Jesus compares these Pharisees and scribes to the older brother at the end of  the 
chapter because they were unwilling to rejoice at the repentance of  sinners.  

In Luke 16, Jesus is speaking to the disciples, but as we see in verse 14, the Pharisees heard His 
instruction. The lesson of  the parable of  the dishonest manager is his shrewdness in preparing for 
the future. In the same way, Jesus emphasizes the importance of  His followers managing their 
possessions with eternity in mind. How faithful am I with the blessings God has provided? Do I use 
them to benefit others? Am I responsible with the worldly wealth God has given me, or am I trying 
to serve two masters? Am I, like the Pharisees, ridiculing Jesus through my love of  money?  

Father, may I have eyes to see long term. The possessions with which You have blessed me have no 
eternal value except for how I use them for Your glory and Your kingdom. May my love for You be 
the ruling principle in how I use all my resources. May I know the difference between earthly 
treasure and true riches.  

Job 31:1-40
Reading this chapter reminded me of  1 Corinthians 11:31-32, "But if  we judged ourselves truly, 
we would not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may 
not be condemned along with the world." 

Job lists what he has been accused of  by his friends. It is an extensive list. As I was reading, it 
occurred to me this is an excellent place to start implementing Paul's instruction in 1 Corinthians 
11:31-32. As a believer in Jesus Christ, I should examine myself  and make the appropriate change, 
as well as trust God's strong hand of  discipline as He sanctifies me.  

My God and Father, just as Job, I know You see my ways and number my steps. I desire to have an 
honest heart and a clear conscience before You as I judge myself. As I examine my life based on 
Job 31, please quickly convict me of  my sin and stir in me an immediate heart of  repentance.  
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March 3 
EXODUS 14, LUKE 17, JOB 32, 2 CORINTHIANS 2

Exodus 14:13-15
In Exodus 14:13, Moses told the people, "Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of  the LORD, 
which he will work for you today." Verse 14 tells them why they should respond in that manner; 
"the LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent." Many times the Israelites are told 
the LORD is the one who fights for them (Deuteronomy 1:30, Joshua 23:3, 2 Chronicles 20:29, 
Nehemiah 4:20). Yet, in the very next verse, the LORD tells Moses, "Tell the people of  Israel to go 
forward."  

What a great lesson for me—I am to fear not and stand firm knowing the LORD is my salvation, 
and He fights for me, but I am also responsible for moving forward in doing what He has 
instructed. I must confess, I often want the first (God's action) without my participation. It is as if  I 
expect God to prove Himself  again before I do what I know is my responsibility. 

Lord God, You are my refuge and strength, a very present help in time of  trouble. Thank You that 
I know that to be true. May my knowledge of  that truth stir me to respond swiftly to Your 
direction. 

Luke 17:1-10
After being told they must forgive each time a brother repents after sinning against them, the 
disciple's response is, "Increase our faith!"  I always laugh when I read their reply. Notice the 
exclamation mark at the end of  their statement. It is as if  they are saying to Jesus the only way that 
is possible is if  You increase our faith. I love Jesus' response—basically, He says they already have 
the gift of  faith, therefore they are to do as they are commanded—just do their duty.  

When I am slow to forgive or when counseling a believer who says, "I can't forgive," this is the 
verse to which I turn. Jesus makes it very clear that as a servant we are to do as we are commanded 
and consider it our duty, not something for which we should be praised. We seem to think 
forgiveness on our part is something special, but Jesus tells us this is the only proper response. 

Thank You for forgiving all my sin, Jesus. I want to be as gracious as my Lord and Savior in 
forgiving the sins of  others. Thank You for the gift of  faith. When I struggle to forgive, I know it is 
not more faith I need. What I need is a more resolute trust in You and what You have done and 
are doing. 

Job 32:1-22
Job 32 introduces us to a fourth friend of  Job's who sat silently until the other three stopped 
answering Job. The next six chapters are Elihu's response primarily to Job, but he also addresses 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. Elihu begins by admitting his youth compared to the other men but 
recognizes wisdom does not necessarily come with age. Since God does not include Elihu in His 
correction of  the other four men, it appears He approves Elihu's counsel. So it would be wise of  us 
to listen to this young man's arguments and insights. 

Father, forgive me for thinking myself  wise. You alone are the only wise God. May my advice and 
counsel be Your wisdom and not my own.  Please surround me with men and women whose 
counsel is from You no matter their age. 
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March 4 
EXODUS 15, LUKE 18, JOB 33, 2 CORINTHIANS 3

Exodus 15:13-16
In the song the people of  Israel sing to the LORD, they refer to themselves as the people the 
LORD redeemed and purchased. Redeemed in the Old Testament relates primarily to a kinsman 
redeemer like Boaz in Ruth 2:19-20 who buys back Naomi's property and acquires Ruth in the 
purchase.  

In the New Testament, the word "redeem" implies bought at a price or ransomed, which combines 
both descriptions the people of  Israel use to describe themselves in Exodus 15:13-18. Luke 24:21 is 
the first time this word is used in the New Testament when the men on the road to Emmaus 
describe their hope that Jesus was the "one to redeem Israel." Titus 2:13-14 tells us our Savior Jesus 
Christ gave himself  for us, to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself  a people for 
his own possession. 1 Peter 1:18-19 says believers are ransomed from the futile ways of  our 
forefathers by the precious blood of  Christ.  

Kinsman Redeemer, Jesus, my perfect elder brother, thank You for coming to get me from the pig 
pen. Thank You for ransoming me at such a significant cost. I know I am not worthy of  such a gift, 
but I desire to be a man of  whom You would not be ashamed to be called my God. 

Luke 18:1
"And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart." 

Luke 11:2-10 is Jesus' response to, "Lord, teach us to pray." In His reply, Jesus gave the disciples 
what has become known as the Lord's Prayer, followed by a parable about persistence in prayer 
and the commands to ask, seek and knock.  

This parable in Luke 18 is also about being persistent in prayer. Luke adds a new thought when he 
says the purpose of  Jesus’ parable was always to pray and not to lose heart. After Jesus' discourse in 
Luke 17:22-37, it's easy to see why He felt the need to remind them not to lose heart. The Greek 
word enkakeo which is translated "lose heart" means "to cease with the implication of  to cease 
wrongly". Jesus is saying always pray because it would be wrong to stop. 

Jesus knows His bride well, doesn't He? He knows how easy it is for us to become discouraged. So 
why is prayer the counterbalance to discouragement and anxiety? Remember the acronym for 
prayer: ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication). When our prayer begins with 
glorifying God, inevitably our eyes are turned from the source of  our discouragement to the source 
of  our strength and perseverance. It is then, and only then, we should ask for our heart's desire.  

LORD God Almighty, forgive me for not keeping my eyes on You alone. I confess I tend to look at 
the problem and begin to lose heart. Thank You for consistently refocusing my eyes to You. I want 
to be persistent in pursuing You. 

2 Corinthians 3:1-3
What an incredible statement, "You yourselves are our letter of  recommendation, written on our 
hearts, to be known and read by all." Paul does not need a letter of  recommendation from anyone 
because the church at Corinth is his recommendation. These people's lives are inscribed by Paul, 
but Paul quickly adds they are a message from Christ written by the Spirit. He is just the deliverer.  

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 reinforces the significance of  this statement, "Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of  God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of  God. And such were 
some of  you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of  the Lord 

65

https://www.esv.org/Exodus+15,Luke+18,Job+33,2+Corinthians+3
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+15:13-16
https://www.esv.org/Ruth+2:19-20
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+15:13-18
https://www.esv.org/Luke+24:21
https://www.esv.org/Titus+2:13-14
https://www.esv.org/1+Peter+1:18-19
https://www.esv.org/Luke+18:1
https://www.esv.org/Luke+11:2-10
https://www.esv.org/Luke+18
https://www.esv.org/Luke+17:22-37
https://www.esv.org/2+Corinthians+3:1-3
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+6:9-11


Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of  our God." "Such were some of  you" but not any longer. Now they 
are a letter, from Christ Jesus, written by the Holy Spirit on their hearts. 

I had never thought of  myself  as a letter of  recommendation for someone else, much less that 
people I influence would be a letter of  recommendation for me. 

Holy Spirit, as You used Paul to minister to these people would You use me. Thank You for the 
people You have used to write on my heart. May the lives of  those I influence be letters from 
Christ to be known and read by all. 
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March 5 
EXODUS 16, LUKE 19, JOB 34, 2 CORINTHIANS 4 

Since the same Spirit who moved men to speak for God dwells in me, when I see a theme repeated 
in my daily reading, I pay attention. That happened twice today—grumbling and losing heart. 

Exodus 16:2
It didn't take the people of  Israel long to begin to grumble, did it? It started almost immediately 
after Moses, and the people sang a new song to the LORD rejoicing at His deliverance from the 
Egyptians with a bonus chorus line of  Miriam and all the women singing and dancing.  

Their discontent came from two primary needs: what do we drink and what do we eat. It is 
interesting Jesus addressed those two issues very early in His ministry. In Matthew 6:25 He says, 
"Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing?"  

In Exodus 15:24 and 16:2, the people were grumbling against Moses and Aaron. Isn't that what 
happens when things go wrong? Are not those who are leading to blame? God corrected that idea 
very quickly. He wanted the Israelites to know who was the actual leader and, therefore, against 
whom they were grumbling.  

Years ago, a young man, who lived with Carol and I, went on a ministry trip with me which 
required a long bus ride. After several decisions were made which I found questionable, I expressed 
my irritation to Billy. He thought a moment and asked me if  grumbling was a sin and used this 
example in his question. Needless to say, I was immediately convicted by this young believer's 
insight. 

Sovereign Lord God, You reign and rule. You are the Leader. Forgive me for questioning those You 
place in authority over me. May I speak to You about my frustrations and concerns rather than 
those around me. When I fail to do so, please place more Billys in my life. 

Luke 19:1-10
The Septuagint, often referred to by the symbol LXX, is the Greek translation of  the Hebrew Old 
Testament. By using the Septuagint, we can trace the use of  the same word through both the Old 
Testament and New Testament. The word grumble used in Luke 19:7 is the same word used in 
Exodus 16:2. So grumbling has a long history. 

The crowd grumbled because they did not understand Jesus' purpose. He bluntly states His reason 
for coming into the world in Luke 19:10, "The Son of  Man came to seek and save the lost." How 
could He save them if  He did not seek them? Jesus came into Jericho seeking Zacchaeus just as the 
Holy Spirit had Zacchaeus trying to see Jesus. We worship and serve the God who orchestrates 
everything. 

I love Jesus' description of  Zacchaeus as a "son of  Abraham." Obviously, Zacchaeus is a physical 
descendant of  Abraham, but here Jesus is referring to Zacchaeus as a spiritual descendant of  
Abraham. Galatians 3:5-9 gives a great explanation of  the spiritual descendants of  Abraham. 
Verse seven provides this summary, "Know then that it is those of  faith who are the sons of  
Abraham."  

Jesus, thank You for coming to seek and save sinners. I understand why Paul would refer to himself  
as the chief  sinner but would respectfully submit my name to the list for I know how much You 
have forgiven me. Thank You for the gift of  faith so I, too, may be a son of  Abraham.  

2 Corinthians 4:1-18
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The Greek word for losing heart is used only six times in the New Testament. We have seen it 
three times (Luke 18:1; 2 Corinthians 4:1, 16) in the last two days, so maybe it deserves more 
attention today. 

As I have grown older, Paul's comment on not losing heart in verse 16 resonates with me. Paul 
proclaims our treasure, having the light of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus 
Christ shine in our hearts, is held in fragile clay jars. When he mentions this clay jar (my outer self) 
is wasting away, I must agree.  

His explanation of  why we do not lose heart causes my soul (my inner self) to rejoice. He compares 
the difficulties of  this life to light momentary afflictions which are preparing us for glory beyond 
comparison. The knowledge of  the glory of  God we have received will become not just knowledge 
but our eternal experience. Therefore, I will focus my attention on what is eternal but unseen 
instead of  what is seen but passing away.  

Why would I lose heart with this promise from the Living God made to those who believe He 
raised the Lord Jesus and will bring us into His presence?  
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March 6 
EXODUS 17, LUKE 20, JOB 35, 2 CORINTHIANS 5

Exodus 17:1-7
Moses' staff  was used explicitly by God in the judgment of  Egypt. The staff  was: 1) turned into a 
serpent, 2) used to strike the water of  the Nile to turn it to blood, 3) stretched out to make the frogs 
come upon the land, 4) used to strike the dust, so it became gnats, 5) stretched toward heaven to 
bring thunder, hail, and fire, 6) stretched out to bring the locusts on the east wind, and 7) lifted to 
divide the sea. Now God instructs Moses to use the staff  to strike the rock and provide water for 
the people of  Israel. The LORD said in Exodus 17:6, "Behold, I will stand before you there on the 
rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of  it, and the people will 
drink.” 

Since the LORD was standing on the rock as Moses struck it, how could the staff  strike the rock 
without striking the LORD? Is this use of  the staff  an exception or is it still used as an instrument 
of  judgment? 

Numbers 20:2-13 provided another instance when there was no water for the people, and God 
instructs Moses to take his staff, assemble the people and tell the rock to yield its water. However, 
instead of  speaking to the rock, Moses struck it twice. Verse twelve is God’s judgment upon Moses 
for failing to follow His command, "And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 'Because you did 
not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of  the people of  Israel, therefore you shall not 
bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.'" 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 tells us the Rock from which the people drank was Christ, "For they drank 
from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ." This Rock only needed to 
be struck once. Jesus' one-time sacrifice, being struck, was sufficient to provide living water. (John 
4:13-14) When Moses struck the rock, rather than just speaking, symbolically he was striking Jesus 
twice.  

LORD Jesus Christ, You are the Rock. You alone are the spring of  living water which provides 
eternal life. Thank You for allowing Yourself  to be struck for me. Thank You for the gift of  living 
water.  

Luke 20:34-36
Throughout the Bible, there are many descriptive names given to the Church. This passage has 
two of  my favorites. The first is, "those who are considered worthy to attain.....to the resurrection 
from the dead" and the second is similar, "sons of  the resurrection."  

As is often the case, this thought leads to another passage. 1 Peter 1:3-5, speaking of  the 
resurrection, has several other descriptions of  the Church: "Blessed be the God and Father of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time."  

Anytime you see a pronoun for the Church, the chosen, those who believe, or followers of  Jesus 
(like in 1 Peter 1:3-5 the pronouns us and you), look for the description of  the pronoun for that 
group. For believers, Scripture is explaining the depth of  the promise and hope we have as part of  
Christ Jesus' bride! 
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March 7 
EXODUS 18, LUKE 21, JOB 36, 2 CORINTHIANS 6

Exodus 18:1-12
I am confident I am not the only one who has had a skeptical father-in-law. Before Carol and I got 
married, her father made sure we had "the talk." He was concerned about my ability to take care 
of  his daughter as well as he thought she deserved. It took awhile, but I believe he finally decided 
she might have made a good choice after all.  

My father-in-law had plenty of  reasons to be doubtful, but I never came home telling him about a 
bush that was burning, yet, not burned; or how God spoke to me out of  the bush, or how God was 
going to use me to deliver His people, my family, out of  slavery from the most powerful nation in 
the world. Jethro had plenty of  reasons to be skeptical of  Moses and, therefore, his God.  

God made abundantly clear He was the LORD through the displays of  His power while delivering 
Israel from slavery in Egypt. Can you imagine the conversation when Moses told Jethro all the 
LORD had done? Jethro was convinced, "Now I know that the LORD is greater than all other 
gods." Since Egypt was the most powerful nation, it seemed reasonable to assume their gods were 
the most powerful, but the LORD had destroyed them all.  

LORD God Almighty, thank You for the continual revelation of  Your power and capability. Thank 
You for giving me the eyes to see You.  

Luke 21:6-20
How powerful and capable is our God? How could Jesus make the promise of  Luke 21:18, "But 
not a hair of  your head will perish" with all He said would happen to these men in verses 16 and 
17 if  He were not all powerful and capable to keep them from harm? 

 Job 36:1-2
"And Elihu continued, and said: 'Bear with me a little, and I will show you, for I have yet something to say on 
God’s behalf.'" 

The NLT translates the last clause of  Job 36:2 as, "For I have not finished defending God." In Job 
32-37, the core of  Elihu's argument against Job is his complaints against God. While reading 
Elihu's indictment of  Job, I thought of  the Israelites grumbling against God. I had not made the 
comparison of  Job similarily complaining about God to his three friends. I missed it because of  
everything the Israelites had seen God do in delivering them from Egypt. They had no right to 
complain; He was blessing them even under those challenging circumstances.  

However, Job's situation appears on the surface to be very different from the Israelites. He did not 
have someone like Moses explaining God's plan and purpose. He is just suffering. Isn't it okay to let 
God know how we feel? Job, like all of  us, has a finite understanding of  the infinite One. So who 
are we to tell Him what He should be doing? We indeed are the clay; He is the Potter. Can He not 
do with us as He wills? 

I am thankful for Paul’s insight in 1 Corinthians 13:12, “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known." 

Sovereign LORD, who am I to judge You. Forgive me for being like Job and the Israelites. Please 
surround me with friends who speak truthfully about You and who defend Your glory and honor as 
Elihu. I look increasingly forward to the day when I shall know fully, even as You fully know me 
now.  
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March 8 
EXODUS 19, LUKE 22, JOB 37, 2 CORINTHIANS 7

Exodus 19:1-25
This chapter in Exodus calls to mind so many significant passages from the New Testament. I want 
to share some of  them this morning. 

Exodus 19:5-6 reminds me of  all the excellent descriptions of  the Church in 1 Peter 2:9-10: "But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of  him who called you out of  darkness into his marvelous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people." 

Holy Father, thank You for Jesus. He is the only One who obeyed Your voice and kept Your 
covenant. Only because You placed me in Him is this description true of  me.  

Exodus 19:16-24 calls to mind Hebrews 12:18-24, which describes God's meeting with the 
Israelites on Mount Sinai. These verses give in vivid detail why the people rightly trembled before 
the LORD. The writer of  Hebrews then tells believers that we have not come to Mount Sinai but 
to Mount Zion, "the city of  the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in 
festal gathering, and to the assembly of  the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of  all, and to the spirits of  the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of  a new 
covenant." 

Look for the names and descriptions of  the Church in this passage like "The assembly of  the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven."  

Living God, what a great comparison between the old covenant and the new covenant. Thank You 
for the new covenant in Your blood. Thank You, Jesus, for spilling Your precious blood so I, too, 
am included in the assembly of  the firstborn.  

Luke 22:19-20
This poem by James Montgomery (1771-1854) says it better than I ever could. 

According to Thy Gracious Word 
According to Thy gracious word, in meek humility,  
this will I do, my dying Lord: I will remember Thee. 

Thy body, broken for my sake, my bread from heav’n shall be; 
Thy testamental cup I take, and thus remember Thee. 
Gethsemane can I forget? Or there Thy conflict see,  

Thine agony, and bloody sweat, And not remember Thee? 
When to the cross I turn mine eyes and rest on Calvary,  
O Lamb of  God, my sacrifice, I must remember Thee— 

Remember Thee and all Thy pains and all Thy love to me;  
yea, while a breath, a pulse remains will I remember Thee. 

And when these failing lips grow dumb and mind and mem’ry flee,  
when you shalt in Thy kingdom come, Jesus, remember me.  

2 Corinthians 7:8-12
Why would we as believers follow the pattern of  church discipline Jesus gave in Matthew 18:15-17 
and Paul exemplifies in 1 Corinthians 5? Paul gives his answer in this passage.  

He admits mixed emotions about his stern letter. He did not regret being stern, yet, he did because 
he knew it would cause pain to those he loved. God used his message to bring about Godly grief, 
which produces repentance that leads to salvation without regret causing Paul to rejoice. These 
were the precise results for which Paul had hoped and prayed. He followed God's instruction on 
how to deal with sin in the Church and trusted God with the results.  
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Gracious and Loving Father, may our love for You and Your children lead us to love as You 
instruct even with mixed emotions. May our trust in You be complete. Holy Spirit, You are the 
One who convicts of  sin, righteousness, and judgment. Please use our obedience to our Lord's 
instruction to produce repentance that leads to salvation in the lives of  those we love.  
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March 9 
EXODUS 20, LUKE 23, JOB 38, 2 CORINTHIANS 8

Exodus 20:20
"Moses said to the people, 'Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of  him may be before you, that you 
may not sin.'" 

Well, of  course, the Israelites were afraid. Look at what was happening: thunder, lightning, a thick 
cloud covers the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast (Exodus 19:16); the mountain is covered 
in smoke like a kiln because the LORD had just descended upon it in fire, and the whole mountain 
shook (Exodus 19:18); the trumpet got louder and louder, and God spoke in thunder (Exodus 
19:19); the people are repeatedly warned to be careful lest "the LORD break out against 
them" (Exodus 19:22, 24).  

In this passage, two separate Hebrew words are used for fear. The first use is yr, which means 
afraid, terrified. The second time the word is yirah which means fearful as in respect to a superior. 
Yirah is used almost exclusively referencing God as in Proverbs 1:7, "The fear of  the LORD is the 
beginning of  knowledge." 

The Hebrew word for test means not only to test but to train, to become accustomed. The Hebrew 
word sin is from the root word translated to miss, as in an archer missing the target, not reaching 
the goal.  

So Moses is telling the people do not be afraid, God has appeared in this way to train you to 
become accustomed to Him, so you do not miss the mark but reach the goal of  obeying His 
instruction.  

LORD God Almighty, thank You for clearly setting Your unchanging standards before me. In a 
world where the rules are always changing, thank You that Yours are unalterable. May I always be 
in awe of  You, respecting You as the One True Superior. I desire to reach the goal for Your glory 
and my good. 

Luke 23:36-43
The repentant criminal fascinates me. The basis of  his rebuke of  the other criminal is, "Do you 
not fear God?" This question is the same idea expressed in the second use of  fear in Exodus 20:20. 

Notice the criminal's confession; he admits death is the deserved punishment for his action, then 
pleads for Jesus to remember him. When God remembered in the Old Testament, it was an act of  
grace and mercy. The first use of  the word is in Genesis 8:1 when God remembered Noah. The 
second use is in Genesis 9:15-16 where God says He will remember His everlasting covenant. So 
when the criminal asks Jesus to remember him, it is a request for grace and mercy.  He is 
acknowledging Him as capable of  granting the request as King. Jesus' response is grace and mercy 
exhibited to a repentant sinner. We often hear of  deathbed confessions and professions of  faith. 
God has graciously given us this example.  

Job 38:1
Every time I read God's response to Job, I am forced to confess my own foolishness by thinking and 
acting as if  I do know. In these questions, God knows the answer is, "Not only do I not know; I do 
not even have a clue." But just like Job, I act as if  I do.  

Almighty God, Sovereign LORD, forgive me for questioning You and for acting as if  I am 
You. Please, Holy Spirit quickly remind me of  who God is and what He alone does. 
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March 10 
EXODUS 21, LUKE 24, JOB 39, 2 CORINTHIANS 9

Exodus 21:14-17
How seriously does God view willfully taking another life? Even if  the murderer is pleading to God 
before His altar, he is to be put to death.  

When God said, "Honor your father and mother,” He was serious about the way children treated 
their parents, wasn't He? Death was the penalty for hitting or cursing your parents! 

Luke 24:45
"Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures."  

Just as He has to open my eyes to see Him for who He is (Luke 24:31, Matthew 16:17), so too, God 
has to open my mind for me to understand Him and His Word. If  I come to the Bible as I would 
any other book thinking I can understand this on my own, I make a grave error. Isaiah 55:8 says, 
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts." Paul asks the question in Romans 11:34, "For who has known the mind of  the 
Lord, or who has been his counselor?" Thankfully God chooses to reveal Himself  uniquely to His 
children.  

Please, Father, open my mind so that I may know You and Your Word; not to just be a hearer of  
Your Word but a doer. 

Job 39:1-30
I was surprised this morning as I read the various conversations between Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, 
Zophar, and Elihu, as it has always been difficult for me to understand. In the past, I blamed it on 
the fact that Hebrew poetry translated into English would inevitably be difficult to 
comprehend. However, this morning I was struck by the fact that when God is speaking to Job, I 
have no difficulty whatsoever in understanding precisely what is said. Maybe God is already 
answering my prayer from Luke 24:45, but I suspect next year when I read Job; I will still struggle 
with these men's conversations. 

Abba, I found it humorous this morning reading Your inquiry of  Job. I often struggle to grasp the 
meaning of  Your Word, but the point of  Your questions and comments to Job is easy to 
understand. Who could know all those things except the Sovereign Designer and Creator? Thank 
You for both the easy and challenging words of  Scripture. May my comprehension of  Your Word 
bring glory to You, and a great benefit to me and those with whom I visit.  

2 Corinthians 9:1-2
"Your zeal has stirred up most of  them." 

Isn't that human nature? Have you ever been around someone whose enthusiasm is 
contagious? Someone who is so excited about something they can't help talking about it? 

In Paul's discussion of  the financial gifts given for the church in Jerusalem in 2 Corinthians 8-9, it is 
evident the Macedonians were serious about helping the poor in Jerusalem. 2 Corinthians 8:3 says 
they gave more than they could afford. (Perhaps, like the widow who gave all she had in Luke 
21:3-4, for whom Jesus said some contribute out of  their abundance, but she out of  her poverty.) 
Verse 4 tells us they begged for the opportunity.  Notice the basis for their enthusiasm and 
excitement in verse 5, "they gave themselves first to the Lord." Now in chapter 9, Paul tells the 
church in Achaia it is their passion that has stirred the Macedonians to give as they have.  

I have a friend whose passion, excitement and enthusiasm for the Lord stirs me. It is obvious he, 
too, gives himself  to the Lord. The evidence is not just in helping the saints financially, but by 
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encouraging and always reminding about Jesus. Any conversation with him quickly turns to the 
Kingdom of  God. 

Loving Father, thank You for many friends who have first given themselves to You. They are a 
great encouragement in my walk of  faith. May I be that for others. 
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March 11 
EXODUS 22, JOHN 1, JOB 40, 2 CORINTHIANS 10

John 1:19-34
By baptizing Jews, John drew the attention of  the priests and Levites. Previously, only Gentile 
converts were baptized because they were unclean. By baptizing Jews, John was teaching that Jews 
also needed to be clean. Since the priests and Levites were responsible for keeping the Jews clean, a 
delegation was sent to determine who he was and what he was doing. Their curiosity of  who John 
was focused on three possible answers, the Christ, Elijah, or the Prophet. 

The priests and Levites, who came to interrogate John, knew Scripture. When he quickly denied 
being the expected Christ, their attention turned to Elijah and the Prophet. Malachi 4:5-6 was the 
basis of  their expected return of  Elijah. The last passage of  the Old Testament promised the 
return of  Elijah, who would set everything right. The Prophet was promised in Deuteronomy 
18:15-19. Based on the people's fear of  God speaking directly to them in Exodus 20:18-20, God 
promised a prophet from among them who would speak for Him. God goes so far as to say He will 
personally deal with anyone who refuses to listen to this prophet.  

To answer the authorities question concerning who he was, John quoted from Isaiah 40:3-5. But 
he did not quote the entire passage. He plainly stated he was the voice of  the Isaiah passage who 
came to prepare the way of  the LORD. However, he left off  the conclusion, "The glory of  the 
LORD will be revealed, and people with see it together." (NLT) 

The answer to why John was baptizing is found in John 1:1, 14. He was baptizing with water so the 
One coming after him might be revealed. This One would also baptize, but with the Holy Spirit.  

LORD God, thank You for Your Word. Thank You for grace upon grace. Thank You for revealing 
the Son of  God not only to John but to me. Thank You for the right to become a child of  Yours, 
born of  Your will, not of  my own or any other man.  

Job 40:4
"Behold, I am of  small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on my mouth."  

In Romans, the apostle Paul says the same should be true of  all mankind. Romans 3:10-18 
describes the condition of  all humanity. Paul starts by saying, “None is righteous, no, not one; no 
one understands; no one seeks for God" and concludes with, "There is no fear of  God before their 
eyes." Then, in Romans 3:19 he says, "Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God."  

God's questioning of  Job has brought him to the same place. He realized the foolishness of  
questioning God because he does not understand nor can he explain the world in which he lives. 
God is so much higher and grander than His creation. If  I cannot understand the "simple" things 
of  His creation, why would I presume to question anything He chooses to do in my life? 

Almighty God, the creator of  all I see and know, forgive me for placing myself  in the position that 
You and You alone deserve. Forgive me for making myself  a god and acting as if  I was the one 
who knew and had authority. Thank You for forgiving my rebellion against You. I desire to be a 
faithful subject in Your glorious kingdom. 
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March 12 
EXODUS 23, JOHN 2, JOB 41, 2 CORINTHIANS 11

Exodus 23:14-17
The three required feasts for the nation of  Israel are Unleavened Bread, Harvest, and Ingathering. 
The Feast of  Unleavened Bread follows Passover. The Feast of  Harvest, sometimes called the Feast 
of  Weeks, is celebrated 50 days (seven weeks) after the Feast of  Unleavened Bread (known as the 
day of  Pentecost in the New Testament). The Feast of  Ingathering is also called Feast of  
Tabernacles or Booths. It occurs at the end of  the final harvest for the year. Leviticus 23 lists all the 
appointed feasts of  Israel by describing them as "holy convocations." This list begins with the 
Sabbath. 

These feasts were celebrations to the LORD for His goodness and bounty to the people of  Israel 
specifically timed around the harvest of  various crops. It was a time of  great joy and celebration 
for the nation. Notice the instruction for all those in attendance to bring an offering to the 
LORD. The NIV translates Ecclesiastes 10:19 as, "A feast is made for laughter."  

When we gather with God's people, is it a time of  joy and celebration? Would it be appropriate to 
call our gatherings a "holy convocation"? What do we each bring to the Lord as we gather?  

Lord God, You know the need Your people have to worship You, to celebrate and rejoice in all 
Your blessings. We also need to spend time together to remind and encourage each other. May our 
gatherings as Your Church correctly reflect all You desired by referring to them as a holy gathering.  

2 Corinthians 11:1-16
Does love include responsibility? Paul's love for the church at Corinth is undeniable and he feels 
responsible for their spiritual welfare. To which other church did he write at least three letters? 
One is not included in Scripture but is referenced in 1 Corinthians 5:9. His sense of  responsibility 
which he describes as divine jealousy, demands he confront their willingness to believe a falsehood. 
He desires to present them as the pure bride of  Christ, yet they seem ready to accept another 
husband, another Jesus. Paul is afraid they will succumb to temptation just as Eve. 

He describes those through whom the temptation comes as false apostles, deceitful workmen, and 
servants of  Satan. They have presented themselves as super-apostles. Their boastfulness requires 
Paul to boast also, not in the Lord but foolishly. After listing what he has suffered for the gospel, 
Paul says he will only boast in what shows his weakness.  

We are so blessed to have the full instruction of  the Apostles - the completed New Testament. The 
early Church did not have this blessing. Therefore, it would seem the 21st-century Church would 
be less susceptible when presented with a false Jesus, Spirit or Gospel.  But this appears to be 
rampant today. Professing Christians seem willing to accept whatever the "professionals" tell them 
rather than reading and studying God's Word for themselves. 

Lord Jesus, You have blessed Your bride with men like Paul who accept the responsibility of  caring 
for Your Church. Thank You for each of  them. I pray You would strengthen their resolve to guard 
Your bride lovingly. Please increase Your bride's ability to discern truth from the lies. May we have 
eyes to see through the various disguises Satan and his servants use to lead us away from You.  
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March 13 
EXODUS 24, JOHN 3, JOB 42, 2 CORINTHIANS 12

Exodus 24:7-8
"Then he took the Book of  the Covenant and read it in the hearing of  the people. And they said, 'All that the LORD 
has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.'" 

In Exodus 19:4-8, God establishes a covenant with the nation of  Israel. The basis of  the covenant 
was His rescue of  the nation of  Israel from slavery to the Egyptians. He tells Israel, "Now 
therefore, if  you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of  priests 
and a holy nation." This covenant is different from the covenant God established with Abram. 
God's covenant with Abram was unconditional; God declared what He would do (Genesis 
15:1-18). Obedience is the conditional basis of  the covenant God is establishing with the nation of  
Israel. In Exodus 19:8, 24:3, 24:7, all the people of  Israel say, "All that the LORD has spoken we 
will do, and we will be obedient."  

Thank the LORD Jesus; salvation comes from the promise made through Abraham, not through 
my ability to do everything God commands! Yet, I know what God says to do is perfect, sure, right, 
pure, endures forever and righteous altogether. Therefore, my longing, aspiration, desire, goal, 
ambition, and objective is obedience. 

John 3:1-36
Two words jump off  the page in John 3: born and believe. In the first eight verses, born is used 
eight times. Jesus uses the word "believe" seven times in His response to Nicodemus' question, 
"How can these things be?" Believe is also used in the last verse, which is a summary of  the entire 
chapter, "Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of  God remains on him."  

Nicodemus is proof  of  John 2:23. He came to Jesus believing He was a teacher sent from God for 
sure, but still just a teacher. Jesus goes directly to the heart of  the issue by saying unless you become 
a new creation you cannot even see the kingdom of  God, much less gain entrance. "How?" 
Nicodemus asks twice (John 3:4, 9). Jesus' response is to compare physical birth to spiritual birth.  

The Holy Spirit, like the wind, goes wherever He desires and does whatever He wants. We are at 
the mercy of  the Sovereign Spirit of  God. The new birth is not man's doing. It is the supernatural 
work of  the Spirit. Man does not initiate his new life any more than Lazarus caused his 
resurrection.  

After explaining the sovereign activity of  the Holy Spirit, Jesus explains man's responsibility. Man 
must believe in the only Son of  God. Just as those bitten by the fiery serpents in Numbers 21:4-9 
were required to look at the bronze serpent on a pole to live, so too, does man have to look at the 
Son of  Man, who is lifted up, to have eternal life. Man's problem is unbelief. Light came into the 
world, but men loved the darkness. 
 
Sovereign Lord God, like the man in Mark 9:24, I confess, "I believe, help my unbelief." Sovereign 
Holy Spirit, thank You for giving me new birth. Sovereign Lord Jesus, thank You for allowing 
Yourself  to be cursed by being hung from a tree so I might have eternal life. 

Job 42:11
"They showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him."  

Yikes, the fact that the LORD brought evil on Job sure messes with a lot of  the 21st-century 
American Church theology, doesn't it? You don't hear this taught and praised a lot, do you—The 
LORD will bring trouble to you for His glory? 
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March 14 
EXODUS 25, JOHN 4, PROVERBS 1, 2 CORINTHIANS 13

Exodus 25:8-9
It is important to know that Moses wrote Exodus for the future generations of  Israelites who had 
not experienced God's deliverance from slavery nor the establishment of  the covenant. As you read 
Exodus chapters 25-31 remember this statement from Exodus 25:8-9. God gave Moses these exact 
instructions for building the sanctuary so "that I may dwell in their midst." After making the 
covenant with Israel, God is establishing how the nation is to worship Him properly.  

John 4:46-54
Notice the circumstances surrounding this act of  faith; it is suffering the potential loss of  a son. It 
seems that often the thing that moves us towards Jesus is suffering. We all put our trust, faith, hope, 
or belief  in something. When suffering comes, we discover what we are really trusting. Until you 
mistrust the things you have always depended upon, you will not fully trust God. When God brings 
suffering into my life, it is an act of  mercy. Until I truthfully see the inability of  the things in which 
I have placed my trust (those things that give me meaning and identity), I will never turn to the 
utterly dependable One. How often do blessings come in a similar form of  disguise? A detached 
view of  Jesus is often removed in a time of  desperation.  

Proverbs 1:1-7
Proverbs 1:2-6 is a syllabus for the course Solomon, son of  David, King of  Israel intends to teach 
in this book. Proverbs 1:7 is his thesis sentence. Solomon offers this proposition and intends to 
prove it through his course material. I want my life to evidence the attributes Solomon plans to 
teach: wisdom, understanding, righteousness, justice, equity, prudence, knowledge, and 
discretion. Since 1 Kings 4:29-30 says, "God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond 
measure...so that Solomon's wisdom surpassed all the people.” Doesn’t this seems like a great 
teacher and course of  study worthy of  pursuit? 

Father, as I read and study Your proverbs, please add and increase these characteristics in my life. 
Jesus, I know what Scripture says about Solomon, but I also know what You said about Yourself  
(Matthew 12:42). Since something and someone greater than Solomon is here, I desire Your Spirit 
to be my ultimate teacher. Thank You for the wisdom of  Solomon, but I know the true Teacher. I 
know You became to us wisdom from God (1 Corinthians 1:30).  

2 Corinthians 13:4-7
This passage convicts me. It seems Paul is dealing with three separate subjects in these four verses: 
weakness, self-examination, and success/failure. 

Paul has emphasized his weakness so God may be proven strong. In 2 Corinthians 11:21-31, 12:10, 
and 13:3-9, Paul discusses the necessity of  acknowledging God's strength and our weakness, God's 
sufficiency and our insufficiency. Why do I struggle with such a desire for self-sufficiency? I know 
from experience that I am not self-sufficient, so why at this age of  life is this still an issue for me? 
Why do I not trust in the sufficiency of  Christ to the exclusion of  everything else? 

"Examine yourselves...Test yourselves." As a disciple of  Christ Jesus, isn't this always the issue? Isn't 
the question I need to be regularly asking myself, "Am I in the faith?" How vital is discerning 
whether I am walking in the flesh or the Spirit? 2 Peter 1:10-11 tells me to diligently confirm my 
calling and election by practicing the qualities of  Godliness. Living in godliness and being led by 
the Spirit richly provides an entrance into the eternal kingdom of  my Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. In Romans 14:23 Paul says, “For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin.” 

When I examine myself, I tend to base the test not on strength/weakness or walking in the Spirit/
flesh but by success/failure. Unfortunately, my estimation of  success/failure often has a worldly 
quality. Paul says success is gauged by the people to whom he ministers. Are they doing right or 
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wrong? It does not matter whether he appears to be a success or a failure, only that those he loves 
do what is right.  

Abba Father, I know I am insufficient, weak, and a failure standing on my own. Thank You for the 
sufficiency, strength, and success of  Your Beloved Son, Jesus. I know it is because of  You that I am 
in Christ Jesus. 

80



March 15 
EXODUS 26, JOHN 5, PROVERBS 2, GALATIANS 1

John 5:16-29 
The Jews persecuted Jesus because He healed the lame man on the Sabbath, but they wanted to 
kill Him for making Himself  equal to God. Jesus did not try to calm the situation but instead threw 
gasoline on the fire of  their anger. He said He was working just like the Father. Jesus explained by 
telling them that He only did what the Father did, exactly like the Father did it, and did all the 
Father showed Him to do. Then, as if  that was not enough, He says, not only has the Father given 
Him the power of  life, the Father has also given Him the authority to judge, so all the honor due 
the Father will also come to Him. 

In John 5:25-29, Jesus further explains life and judgment that come through Him. He says right 
now there are those who are dead, but when they hear His voice, they will live. There is a time 
coming when all who are physically dead are resurrected when they hear His voice. Those who 
have done good will be raised to life while those who have done evil will be raised to judgment.  

Jesus, You are bold and direct in explaining who You are and what You do. May Your followers be 
as bold and direct.  

Proverbs 2:1-12  
"Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path; for wisdom will come into your 
heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, 
delivering you from the way of  evil," (Proverbs 2:9-12) 

Comparing what Solomon promised to teach in Proverbs 1:2-6 with what we are to understand 
from this passage, you will notice the same concepts: righteousness, justice, and equity (which 
Solomon equates to every good path). You will realize these principles because wisdom and 
knowledge will become an integral part of  who you are. He then describes the advantages that 
come from wisdom and understanding.  

Since Solomon begins verse 9 with: "Then you will understand," he must have previously 
instructed how to attain understanding. We find the answer to understanding righteousness, justice, 
and equity in Proverbs 2:1-4. Solomon gives us four criteria: 1) treasure God's commands; 2) listen 
and concentrate on understanding them; 3) ask for insight and understanding; and 4) search for 
them like treasure.  

So, if  I am to have wisdom with knowledge that is pleasant to my soul, I must highly value God's 
instruction. I must not let His Word go in one ear and out the other but rather spend time thinking 
about it. I must also be sure to ask Him for knowledge and hunt for it like a precious hidden 
treasure.  

James 1:5 tells us if  we lack wisdom all we need to do is ask and He will give it without being upset 
at the request. If  we ask, we must believe He will provide the wisdom we seek. If  we have a plan B, 
just in case He doesn't come through, we should know He will not give what we ask because we 
really don't believe He will do it. He calls that kind of  person double-minded.  

Only wise God, I want to understand the fear of  the LORD and find the knowledge of  You.  I 
want to be one of  those who by Your wisdom is watched over, guarded, and delivered. I want to 
walk on every right path. Holy Spirit, teach me to be a treasure hunter of  Your Word.  
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March 16 
EXODUS 27, JOHN 6, PROVERBS 3, GALATIANS 2

John 6:35
"Jesus said to them, 'I am the bread of  life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst.'" 

Jesus is the source of  life. Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of  the LORD (Deuteronomy 8:3). In John 5:21, Jesus told the Jews that just 
as the Father has life in Himself, so does the Son.  In John 5:39 Jesus corrects the Jews 
understanding of  the source of  life. They search the Scriptures thinking they have eternal life but 
Scripture points to Him.  

The feeding of  the 5,000 men is the only miracle recorded in each of  the four Gospels, so it must 
be significant. John adds a depth of  understanding to the meaning of  the miracle the other 
Gospel's don't include. While speaking to the crowd that followed him after being fed, Jesus 
confronts them for seeking only physical bread that does not last instead of  spiritual bread that 
lasts forever. They wanted to make Him king. Who wouldn't want a king who feeds you especially 
since God said in Genesis 3:17-19, that to eat bread would require the sweat of  their brow? Why 
should they work for bread if  Jesus could provide it for free? Needless to say, they wanted to know 
what they must do to receive this bread that endures to eternal life.  

Jesus' simple answer is to believe in the One God sent. Jesus describes Himself  as the real bread 
from heaven that alone gives life to the world. But, as in the past, the Jews grumbled about the 
Bread God provided. 

Author of  life, God raised You from the dead as proof  that You alone are the living Bread from 
heaven. May we be those whose response to You is, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of  eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that You are the Holy One of  
God."  

Proverbs 3:1-6
The Bible repeatedly deals with the subject of  man's heart. Genesis 6:5 contains the first use of  the 
Hebrew word for the heart when the LORD declared that every intention and thought of  man's 
heart was evil. The Hebrew word for heart means the seat of  life or the source of  life. The heart is 
the inner person; his mind, spirit, soul, thoughts, and will.  

Thus, this instruction to Solomon's son about his heart (his inner self) is appropriate. He desires 
this training to affect his son for the rest of  his life. He wants his son's life to exhibit steadfast love 
and faithfulness. Even though Solomon's stated purpose is for his son to have understanding and 
wisdom, in Proverbs 3:5, he tells him to not lean on his own knowledge. In effect, Solomon is 
telling us not to put all our weight on our own wisdom and knowledge. Instead, we are to trust in 
the LORD with our whole heart. Solomon wants his son to be wise, loving, and faithful, but to 
realize God is the only One capable of  supporting him. His own ability will fail, but 
acknowledging God as the source and seat of  life will result in real wisdom and understanding. 

All Knowing God, You alone know man's every thought and intention. My heart is the one You 
saw in Genesis 6:5 as continually evil, but I want to live a life of  pure wisdom and not a life living 
out my own desires. Thank You for my new heart; one which desires to trust You wholeheartedly. 
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March 17 
EXODUS 28, JOHN 7, PROVERBS 4, GALATIANS 3

John 7:17
"Anyone who wants to do the will of  God will know whether my teaching is from God or is merely my own." (NLT) 

When Jesus began teaching, they were amazed, but their critique was superficial. The only thing of  
interest to them was how this man could know so much since He didn't go to the right schools. 
Matthew 22:16-46 is an excellent example of  Jesus' ability to stump the wise men. Their 
conclusion at the end of  the day was to quit trying to trap Him with their questions. 

They marveled at Jesus and questioned His teachings, but neither their hearts nor consciences 
were ever touched. After telling them His teaching was not His own, He gave the reason they were 
not affected by it. To know if  Jesus' teaching was from God, a person must be willing to apply His 
instruction to themselves. Simon Peter's answer in John 6:69 helps us understand what Jesus is 
saying. Peter says, "we have believed and have come to know." The worldly way of  thinking is first 
to know and then to believe, but in the kingdom of  God it is belief  first, then to know. Hebrews 
11:3 says, "By faith we understand." Belief  precedes knowledge because Jesus does not commit 
Himself  to unbelief. Being willing to submit to God's will is a prerequisite to understanding Jesus' 
teaching.  

My Lord Jesus Christ, You are the true Rabbi. Your Word is Truth. The officers sent to arrest You 
were correct when they said, "No one ever spoken like this man!" Thank You for opening my mind 
and heart to believe so I might know You are the Bread of  Life and the Living Water.  

Galatians 3:1-15
Paul’s concern for the Galatians is just like his concern for the church at Corinth. In 2 Corinthians 
11:3-4, Paul expresses his fear they are accepting another Jesus, Spirit, and gospel. In Galatians 
1:6, Paul says he is amazed at how quickly the Galatians are turning to a different gospel by 
deserting the grace of  Christ. They are being bewitched by false brothers (Galatians 2:4) who 
distort the gospel and desire to return them to the slavery of  the Law.  

Paul proves salvation has always been by grace through faith not by keeping the Law. Beginning 
with Abraham, who was declared righteous before the Law was given to the Israelites, Paul uses 
the Old Testament to prove salvation is not possible by keeping the Law; neither is sanctification 
possible through the Law. Since they received the Spirit by hearing with faith and not the works of  
the Law, why would they think they would be perfected by keeping the Law?  

Does Paul's statement about the gospel being preached to Abraham fit your definition and 
understanding of  the Gospel?  

Paul gives proof  from the Old Testament that salvation is the grace of  God, not keeping the Law. 
He quotes the following verses to prove his point: Deuteronomy 27:26, cursed is anyone who does 
not keep the Law; Habakkuk 2:4, the righteous live by faith; Leviticus 18:5, if  a person follows 
God's rules he will live; and Deuteronomy 21:23, a man hanged on a tree is cursed by God. Paul 
argues that the Law brings a curse rather than salvation because no one is justified by the Law. 
Instead, they are cursed since the Law is not of  faith. Jesus took our deserved curse by being hung 
on the cross. It is only through Jesus we receive the Holy Spirit, and that is by faith, not works. 

God our Father, thank You for setting Paul apart before he was born and revealing Your Son in 
him. Thank you for commissioning him to preach to the Gentiles. Lord Jesus Christ, Your 
revelation to Paul, rather than the teaching of  man, has been a blessing to us. Thank You. Holy 
Spirit, thank You for carrying Paul along as he spoke from God in all his writings.  
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March 18 
EXODUS 29, JOHN 8, PROVERBS 5, GALATIANS 4

Exodus 29:44
In Exodus 28:41, God tells Moses he must anoint, ordain and consecrate Aaron and his sons. After 
about 50 verses of  detailed instruction of  how that is to be done, God says, "I will consecrate the 
tent of  meeting and the altar. Aaron and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests." I often 
think my obedience is the most critical component of  God's instruction. While obedience is indeed 
important, it is ultimately God who accomplishes the task.  

Paul says it better than I can in 1 Corinthians 15:10, "But by the grace of  God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of  them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of  God that is with me." 

John 8:56
Yesterday, in Galatians 3:8, Paul told us the gospel was preached to Abraham. In today's reading, 
Jesus says Abraham rejoiced to see His day. The NLT says, "Your father Abraham rejoiced as he 
looked forward to my coming. He saw it and was glad." 

Just as we look back at Jesus' life, death, burial, and resurrection with great joy, Abraham, upon 
hearing the Gospel, looked forward to the same thing.  

Proverbs 5:1-23
Paul is more succinct in 1 Corinthians 6:18 than Solomon is in Proverbs 5. Paul just says, "Flee 
from sexual immorality." Proverbs 5 is much more descriptive but comes to the same conclusion. 
Solomon describes the perception of  sexual immorality as dripping honey, smoother than oil, and 
intoxicating, but the reality is a bitter two-edged sword and death.  

We live in a culture that presents sexual immorality as appealing, enticing, or even normal, without 
giving the inevitable consequences that Solomon describes as the brink of  utter ruin.  

Solomon's instruction to his son is to listen to the voice of  those wiser than yourself. Do not go near 
the door of  her house. Do not hate discipline or despise reproof. Instead, rejoice in the wife of  
your youth. 
  
Father, we must confess our culture presents sin as appealing, but You call Your people to be 
separate from the world. Thank You for the promise of  Your faithfulness to not let us be tempted 
beyond our ability. You will provide a way of  escape so we may endure. Holy Spirit quickly convict 
us when we approach that door.  

Galatians 4:1-9
Paul's picture of  enslavement in this passage reminds me of  Ephesians 2:1-3. By nature, mankind 
follows after the things of  the world, which is following the devil without even being aware of  his 
enslavement.  Ephesians 2:4-6 describes God's action that drastically changes the 
situation. Galatians 4:4-6 does the same thing with a different picture. It is God who sent His Son 
at precisely the right time to purchase us from the slave owner.  

Historically, people have purchased slaves to give them their freedom, but God bought us not only 
for freedom but adoption as sons with all the rights of  an heir. I started to write, “How merciful is 
our God!”, but that word does not come close to describing what He has done for me.  

The significance of  knowing God not just as Father but as, "Abba! Father!" is overwhelming. Paul 
emphasizes the fact that God knows us. The Greek word Paul used for know and known in this 
passage (Galatians 4:9) is not "know about" but to know with an implication of  intimate 
knowledge. The fact that the Creator and Sustainer of  the universe would intimately know me and 
want me to know Him is overwhelming. Why would man ever desire to return to anything else? 
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Abba Father, gracious, merciful, and compassionate are not forceful enough words to describe You. 
Language fails to impart the depth of  Your benefits to those You know. Thank You for knowing 
me. I desire to know You more intimately. O Lord God, I pray You would know my loved ones in 
the same intimate way You know me. May they know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Please, may 
they be ones You redeem from their slavery to sin.  
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March 19 
EXODUS 30, JOHN 9, PROVERBS 6, GALATIANS 5

John 9:5
Jesus repeats the claim, "I am the light of  the world" which he stated in John 8:12, "I am the light 
of  the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of  life." John 1:9 
says, "The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world." The rest of  the 
passage explains that He made the world, but it didn't know Him. Even His own people didn't 
know Him, but to those who believed Him to be the true light, He gave the right to become 
children of  God. John 3:19-21 tells us the judgment of  the world is because people loved darkness 
and hated the light because the light exposed their wickedness. 

The events recorded in John 9 display these truths. The man was blind not because of  sin, but so 
the Light of  the world could be displayed through him.  The man who was previously blind 
accepted Jesus for who He was. Look at the progression of  the man's claims about Jesus in John 
9:11, 17, 25, 30-33, 35-38. The Pharisees said Jesus was not from God (v.16) even though they 
admitted he healed a man born blind (v.26), and they didn't disagree when the blind man told 
them this had never happened before (v.32). He was correct in that no one in the OT was ever 
healed of  blindness. 

Jesus makes the statement in John 9:39, "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do 
not see may see, and those who see may become blind." Since Jesus is the True Light of  the world, 
only those in the Light see. In John 9:40 some Pharisees question Jesus' statement by asking, "Are 
you saying we are blind?" Jesus' answer is since you say you see, your guilt remains. They willfully 
refused to see even when the Light of  the world gave sight to a man born blind. They loved their 
darkness and self-interest more than the light. Matthew 6:22-23 addresses their problem, "The eye 
is the lamp of  the body. So, if  your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of  light, but if  your 
eye is bad, your whole body will be full of  darkness. If  then the light in you is darkness, how great 
is the darkness." How "bad" were the eyes of  the Pharisees? How great was their darkness? 

Thank You, Jesus, for eyes that see "You are the Christ, the Son of  the living God."  

Proverbs 6:16-19
As I read this list of  what the LORD hates and are an abomination to Him, I am struck by what 
He hates. He hates the sinful use of  my eyes, tongue, hands, heart, and feet. The last two things on 
the list, a false witness and a man who stirs up dissension are done with the tongue, usually a lying 
tongue. How amazing is the human body with all its various capabilities for evil or good! 

My eyes can be haughty or bountiful (Proverbs 22:9); my tongue can lie or heal (Proverbs 12:18); 
my hands can shed blood or make rich (Proverbs 10:4); my heart can devise evil plans or give life 
(Proverbs 14:30); and my feet can rush to evil or be beautiful as they bring good news (Isaiah 52:7). 

Lord God, thank You for the physical body You have given me. May my body be a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to You as my spiritual worship. Holy Spirit, please teach me to use all of  my 
physical gifts for good and not evil.  
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March 20 
EXODUS 31, JOHN 10, PROVERBS 7, GALATIANS 6

I made these notes several years ago on Exodus 31-33. I know this is more than one day’s reading 
in Exodus but these events are seamless. Since there are so many things in this section of  Exodus 
worthy of  consideration, today’s post will include just these three chapters. Scripture is italicized 
and my comments are regular font. 

Sabbath...is a sign between you and me...that you may know that I, the LORD... God set one day apart as a 
sign for me to know He is LORD. Is that day as special to me as it is to Him? What do I do on that 
day to acknowledge Him? 

 ...Sanctify you. God sets people apart for His purpose. He alone makes me holy. 
Everyone who profanes it...death. Am I desecrating His day, or do I uphold His day as holy?  

When Moses was slow in returning, the people said to Aaron, Up, make us gods who shall go before us. 
Wow, how quick to forget the One True God! When it seems I have waited long enough, to which 
idol do I turn? Where am I stiff-necked before the LORD?  

My wrath...consume them... God was prepared to destroy the people He had just delivered because of  
their idolatry. 

I may make a great nation of  you. God offered to make a nation from Moses and his descendants 
instead of  the Israelites. 

Turn from your burning anger...Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel. Moses was concerned about the name 
and reputation of  God. Moses was more concerned about God's name than his own; am I?  

Moses asked Aaron what happened, "that you have brought such a great sin upon them"? Please, Father, 
keep me from leading those who would follow me into sin.  

The people had broken loose...to the derision of  their enemies. The NIV translates this as "By running wild 
and out of  control the people became a laughingstock to their enemies." When I am impatient 
with the LORD and begin to do my own thing, am I a laughingstock to the enemies of  my King?  

The Levites were on the LORD’s side before their brother, friend, and neighbor. Jesus said in Luke 
14:25, "If  anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children 
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple." The Levites met this 
high standard; do I?  

Moses stood before God to perhaps make atonement for the people's sin. He asked God to forgive 
their sin—but if  not, please blot me out of  your book. Not only did Moses have great concern for God's 
name and reputation, he had great care for the people of  Israel even to his own detriment. Is this 
the way I care for others and respond to their sin?  

Now go, lead the people...my angel shall go before you. God was willing to give the Israelites the Promised 
Land but unwilling to go with them. Moses was more concerned about God's presence with them 
than taking possession of  the land. Which is more significant to me, the presence of  God in my 
life, or the promised blessings and physical possessions?  

What an amazing description: the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. 
O Lord, I would never be so bold as to ask You to speak to me the way You spoke to Moses. But, I 
do want to hear Your voice through Your Word as You uniquely apply it to me. 

Moses’ request of  God was teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. 
LORD, this is also my prayer. Teach me Your ways so that I may know You and continue to find 
favor with You.  
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March 21 
EXODUS 32, JOHN 11, PROVERBS 8, EPHESIANS 1

John 11:1-15
The incongruity of  this passage causes me to stop and examine much of  what I think. Love delays 
response? Death is just sleep? Information rather than correction? 

I tend to think I need to keep Jesus informed about what is going on and what I think is the best 
solution to the problem. Reading Mary and Martha's message to Jesus in verse three convicts 
me. They felt all that was necessary was to inform Him and trust His response. I suspect from the 
rest of  the story they thought His response would come more quickly because, after all, Jesus loved 
not only Lazarus but his sisters. Despite this, Jesus responded by waiting two days.  

Jesus' conversations with His disciples during the wait seems inconsistent. Lazarus is sick but not 
deathly sick--he is just asleep. No, he is dead. Since we know the rest of  the story, it is easy to slide 
by these conversations, but Jesus' view of  death is important for us to understand and know. In 
John 5:24-26 Jesus says anyone who has heard Him and believed Him who sent Him has passed 
from death to life, and He has the power of  life. Jesus says in John 8:51 anyone who keeps His 
Word will never see death. He later expands Martha’s understanding by telling her He is the 
Resurrection and the Life.  

Jesus' delay and attitude toward Lazarus' death were for the good of  all involved, uniquely his 
disciples and Mary and Martha. Jesus told the disciples the purpose of  Lazarus' death was for Him 
and the Father to be glorified and that the disciple's faith might increase. Martha professed Jesus to 
be the Christ, the Son of  God who is coming into the world; something Mary obviously already 
understood. 

Therefore, I am to keep Jesus informed, just like a little child telling a parent of  the day's activities, 
trust Him to act in His own time and manner knowing His purpose is to glorify the Father and 
Himself  and to increase my faith in Christ, the Son of  God who came into the world.  

Just as my pastor recently said, "If  we knew what God knew, we would be satisfied with where He 
has us." (This is my version. His was much better.) 

Proverbs 8:13
"The fear of  the LORD is hatred of  evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of  evil and perverted speech I hate."  

Part of  fearing the LORD is to hate the things He hates.  

1 John 5:19 says, "We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of  the 
evil one." The evil one controls the world around us. 

1 John 2:15-16 says, "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If  anyone loves the world, 
the love of  the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of  the flesh and the 
desires of  the eyes and pride of  life—is not from the Father but is from the world." The things the 
world offers; craving physical pleasure, a desire for what we see, and pride in our achievements and 
possessions are things the LORD hates. 

James 4:4 says, "You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of  the world makes himself  an enemy of  
God." Being friendly with the things of  this world makes one an enemy of  God.  

How do I live my life in God's beautiful majestic creation, enjoying the life He has given me, while 
at the same time realizing the repugnance of  much that surrounds me? Galatians 5:19-24 gets me 
started in the right direction.  
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Father, may the fruit of  Your Spirit rather than the desires of  the flesh permeate my life. I live in 
an evil and adulterous generation, but You call me to be salt and light where you have placed me. 
Give me eyes to see the idols in this world and make them repugnant to me. I want to hate what 
You hate while loving my neighbor as myself. 
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March 22 
EXODUS 33, JOHN 12, PROVERBS 9, EPHESIANS 2

John 12:9-11
"When the large crowd of  the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of  him but also to 
see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief  priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well." 

Don't you know Jesus and Lazarus would draw a large crowd? This event occurred just before the 
Passover, one of  the three feasts which all Jewish men were required to attend, so in all probability, 
a lot of  people were starting to gather in Jerusalem for the festival (John 12:12). Since Bethany was 
only two miles from Jerusalem, I'm sure word of  Jesus' arrival had spread through the city. With 
Lazarus as an added attraction, the crowd was probably huge. 
  
We know why the chief  priests wanted to kill Jesus but why would they add Lazarus to the list? I 
suspect one of  the reasons is that Lazarus would not shut up about who Jesus was and what He 
had done. Can you imagine the conversation when Lazarus was describing his death and 
resurrection to people? I'm sure that drew a crowd by itself.  

Ephesians 2:1-6 says God did the same thing for me. I was dead because of  my sin, but God made 
me alive and raised me up, not just to abundant life in this world but to live eternally seated in 
heaven with Him. Has the same thing happened to you?  

Is the evidence of  life in me as evident as it was in Lazarus? Do you think Lazarus grew tired of  
telling his story? I am not aware of  anyone wishing I would quit talking about my experience, 
much less thinking of  killing me to shut me up. Am I missing something that Lazarus understood? 

"But God, being rich in mercy, because of  the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus." (Ephesians 2:4-6) 

O, Father, You are so merciful! How could you love me so! Knowing me as You do, how could you 
love me? May the reality of  who I am and where I am in Jesus Christ affect me as it must have 
Lazarus.  

Proverbs 9:1-18
Doesn't the comparison of  the woman Wisdom and the woman Folly knock you over? Solomon 
paints a vivid picture of  the resemblance between the call of  wisdom and the call of  
temptation. Both are calling from the highest places in town and saying the same thing (Proverbs 
9:3-4, 9:14-16). Both promise a feast, but one leads to life and the other to death. 

In between the two different callers, Solomon warns against correcting a scoffer with wisdom 
because it could lead to injury. Defining a scoffer, Proverbs 21:24 says, "'Scoffer' is the name of  the 
arrogant, haughty man who acts with arrogant pride." In Ecclesiastes 3:7, Solomon says there is a 
time to keep silent and a time to speak. Wisdom would know the appropriate time to speak to the 
simple, even if  he is a scoffer.  

Father, we do not want to be those who cast pearls to pigs, but we want to be faithful in 
proclaiming Your Good News. Please help us be discerning as we share the Truth of  Your Son.  
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March 23 
EXODUS 34, JOHN 13, PROVERBS 10, EPHESIANS 3

Exodus 34:6-7
"The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and 
the fourth generation." 

Books have been written on this self-description of  God, so I would not attempt to delve into it all, 
but the issue of  "forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the 
guilty" thrills my soul. The great conundrum is how God can be equitable and forgive the rebellion 
of  man. Surely, He must punish sin, but how can He, since the required punishment for 
disobedience is death? Since all men sin, all men deserve death. So how can He possibly be just 
and any man live?  

In this passage, He gives a clue. He will both forgive and inflict the penalty for wrong. In Romans 
3:21-26, the Apostle Paul provides an in-depth explanation. After explaining what Jesus 
accomplished, Paul says God is both the just and the justifier of  the one who has faith in Jesus.  

Thank You, LORD God; who but You could resolve the issue of  my rebellion against You without 
me receiving my deserved punishment? Who else would have accepted my deserved death but 
You, Jesus? O LORD, you are merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness.  

John 13:33-35
Jesus' love for His disciples is evident. In John 13:1 His loving "them to the end" points to the 
cross. Love is a prominent theme in the next five chapters of  John. In the first 12 chapters, love is 
used eight times. In chapters 13-17, it is used 31 times. So it is worthy of  our study in preparation 
for the next few chapters. 

Jesus focuses the disciple's attention on love by giving them the "new commandment" to love each 
other as He loved them, so the world would know they were true followers of  Him. This verse is 
the only use of  the "new commandment" in the Gospels. The only other use of  the phrase is in 1 
John 2:7-8 and 2 John 5. The 2 John passage says, "And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I 
were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning—that we 
love one another." 

Leviticus 19:18 is the reason John says the command is old, but Jesus' instruction in John 13:34-35 
raises this old command to an unmatched level. The love Jesus has for these men is unique. Since 
Jesus was soon to depart this world, the love these disciples were to have for each other, the same 
love Jesus had for them, would display Jesus' love in the world. Notice the term of  endearment 
"little children" in verse 33. This is the only time Jesus used that term, and He used it after Judas 
left. Jesus' command was for them to show the world His love, care, and concern by the way they 
loved other followers of  His. They were to treat other believers as His little children. Needless to 
say, this "new command" was not just for the eleven men in the room but for all of  us who are 
disciples of  Jesus. Where else will the world see the display of  Jesus love?  

So there is no reason to wonder about the purpose of  Paul's prayer at the end of  Ephesians 3, 
"that according to the riches of  his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of  Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of  God." 

O Holy Father, may it be true of  us that the love we have for Your children would be the same love 
Your Son has for us. May the world know we are Yours by the way we love one another.  
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March 24 
EXODUS 35, JOHN 14, PROVERBS 11, EPHESIANS 4

Exodus 35:5-9
If  it seems you have read this before, you have. It is not deja vu. Exodus 35-39 and Exodus 25-30 
are very similar. To see for yourself, compare Exodus 25:2-7 to Exodus 35:5-9. 

In Exodus 25-30, God is giving Moses the details of  the construction of  the tabernacle and the 
necessary components of  worship. In Exodus 35-39, Moses and the people of  Israel are doing 
precisely what God said to do.  

Reading these next five chapters will seem redundant, but there are some great pearls in the 
text.  Like today, aren't you amazed at how a nation of  slaves could supply so much valuable 
material for the tabernacle? God fulfilled His promise to Abraham in Genesis 15:13-14, "Then the 
LORD said to Abram, 'Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not 
theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring 
judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions.'"  In Exodus 3:21-22, He reaffirmed the promise to Moses and the Israelites did 
plunder the Egyptians in Exodus 12:36.  

Also, notice verse 21, "they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit 
moved him, and brought the LORD's contribution." Who stirs the heart and makes the spirit 
willing? What is God really after in our giving? A willing heart, not a legal demand. Check out 
Exodus 36:5-7 to see what happened.  

Proverbs 11:23-27
Reading Proverbs 10-30 is a section of  Scripture where, if  I am not careful, my mind can wander. 
If  you find this true for you, I do not have any advice on how to remain focused. However, I do 
have one suggestion: when a verse uniquely catches your attention, stop and back up a few verses 
and see if  a flow of  thought becomes apparent. 

In today's reading, verse 24, "One gives freely, yet grows all the richer" jumps out at me. I suspect it 
has to do with knowing, "It is more blessed to give than receive" (Acts 20:35), but by going back a 
few verses and reading through the passage, a topic becomes obvious.  

Verse 23 says good comes from the desire of  the righteous. Verse 24 says giving does not deplete 
riches. Verse 25 says by blessing others; I will be blessed. Verse 27 says if  I seek good, I will find 
good.  

In those four verses, God's wisdom tells me it is proper to do good for others and in the process not 
only will they be blessed, but so will I. By seeking to do good, I will find good. Examining the other 
half  of  these verses tells me the pursuit of  the opposite leads to wrath, want, and evil. I hope and 
pray this method of  reading these passages helps. 

Father, I confess my mind is quick to wander, but I want Your wisdom. Holy Spirit, You directed 
these passages to be a part of  Your Word. You know what I need for the day. Please give me eyes to 
see what pearls You are laying before me. 
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March 25 
EXODUS 36, JOHN 15, PROVERBS 12, EPHESIANS 5

Exodus 36:3-5
This passage is the people's response to God's command in Exodus 35:4-9 for a contribution to be 
made for the building of  the tabernacle. Exodus 36:5 says, "The people bring much more than 
enough for doing the work that the Lord has commanded us to do."  Verse three states this 
contribution is a freewill offering.  

It has been my understanding for quite some time that when God's people are obedient, there is 
more than enough to do the work the LORD has commanded. I have often wondered what 
depiction the Church presents of  our all-sufficient God when it needs fundraising activities or the 
help of  local businesses to fulfill the ministry of  the Church.  

Jesus, You are the One who took five barley loaves and two small fish and fed 5,000 men. With a 
boy's small free will offering, You were able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or 
think. Please give Your bride eyes to see the difference between Your desire for her and her desire 
for herself. May we have willing hearts to bring the tithes and offerings into Your storehouse, 
trusting You to provide for what You command. 

John 15:8-11
The Westminster Shorter Catechism asks, "What is the chief  end of  man?" The answer is, "Man's 
chief  end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever." Since the catechism was written in the 
1600's, the wording sounds strange to our ears, but the meaning is obvious--God created man for 
His glory (Isaiah 43:7, 1 Corinthians 10:31) and He is to be our great joy (Psalm 16:5-11, 
Philippians 4:4).  

In this passage, Jesus explains how we fulfill God's purpose in our lives. By being fruitful, we prove 
to be true disciples of  Jesus which brings glory to God. We are productive only by Him living His 
life through us. We are just the branches; He is the true vine. Apart from Him, we can do nothing.  

We all know there can be a lot of  activity in our lives that may appear Christ-like, but if  it is just 
our doing apart from the Vine, it has no Kingdom worth. It has no eternal value. Remaining in 
His Word and love is the means of  staying attached to Him.  

Jesus told us how to glorify God so we would be filled with joy. Since God's purpose for creating us 
is to bring glory to Himself, fulfilling the reason for our existence will bring great joy into our lives.  

As is always the case, Scripture says it better than I do. David explains this perfectly in Psalm 
16:11, "You make known to me the path of  life; in your presence there is fullness of  joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore." Abiding in Christ brings complete permanent joy.  

Thank You, Jesus, for explaining how to live life according to my Creator's design. It seems obvious 
I would find great pleasure in fulfilling the purpose for which I was created. Forgive me for living 
for my plans and glory and not Yours. I desire to be a true disciple of  Yours and to glorify our 
Father. 

Ephesians 5:18
Ephesians 5:18 was a significant factor in choosing the title of  this book. If  you read the 
introduction, you will find the full description as to how this project came about.  

93

https://www.esv.org/Exodus+36,John+15,Proverbs+12,Ephesians+5
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+36:3-5
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+35:4-9
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+36:5
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+36:3
https://www.esv.org/John+15:8-11
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+43:7
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+10:31
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+16:5-11
https://www.esv.org/Philippians+4:4
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+16:11
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+16:11
https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+5:18
https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+5:18


March 26 
EXODUS 37, JOHN 16, PROVERBS 13, EPHESIANS 6

Proverbs 13:22
"A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous."  

Carol and I have four grandchildren who are a significant part of  our lives. Being a "good man," I 
want to leave them an inheritance. It is easy to think of  an inheritance as money, land, or some 
other physical possession, but as a follower of  Jesus Christ, I know there is an inheritance much 
more significant than those perishable things.  

Father, more than leaving our heirs an inheritance from this world, we want them to inherit eternal 
life. Please, may they be among those You have given to Jesus. May their portion be the One who is 
trustworthy. We want our faithfulness to You to be an example to them of  what we truly value. 

John 16:7-13
"Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if  I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you. But if  I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go 
to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of  this world is judged."  

The Holy Spirit is the One who can and does convict of  sin, righteousness, and judgment.  

From my experience, there are two ways for people's behavior to change; externally and internally. 
People can and do change their behavior. When I was a pastor, I often observed a change of  
language and activities as I got closer to a group. I would hear and see what was going on but 
when I joined in, most times that behavior changed because of  their perception of  who I was as a 
pastor. This is an example of  external change because as soon as I left, I suspect they reverted to 
their previous behavior.  

Internal change comes from having a change of  heart. In Deuteronomy 29:4, Moses tells the 
Israelites that, "to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or 
ears to hear." The LORD is the one who changes hearts.  

When I realized these truths, it altered the way I dealt with people. I used to think I was to be the 
convicting agent, but I'm not. As a believer, I am to reason with people using God's Word, but I am 
to trust the Holy Spirit who alone changes hearts. This change of  attitude freed me not only to 
love but also to be non-judgemental at the same time. 

In Acts, God used those in whom His Spirit dwelt as the instrument to bring whomever He willed 
to Himself. It is a solemn, almost overwhelming, thought that the Holy Spirit would use me in this 
way. 

Holy Spirit, thank You for bearing witness of  Jesus and using me in the process. Spirit of  Truth, 
please teach me how to use Your Word as I reason and testify about the One You make known. I 
want to know all the Father would have me understand for His glory and the good of  His 
children.  

94

https://www.esv.org/Exodus+37,John+16,Proverbs+13,Ephesians+6
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+13:22
https://www.esv.org/John+16:7-13
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+29:4


March 27 
EXODUS 38, JOHN 17, PROVERBS 14, PHILIPPIANS 1

Proverbs 14:12
"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death." 

This proverb is worthy of  much consideration. How often do you hear the phrases, "I think, I 
believe," "it seems to me," or "from my experience"? More importantly, how often do you use those 
phrases or similar ones?  It is effortless for us to speak in this way because we all have common 
sense, right? However, if  we base our decisions on what we think, believe, or have experienced, 
that leads to death, unless what we think, believe, or have experienced aligns itself  with God’s 
instruction. 

To me, one of  the most frightening passages of  Scripture is Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of  heaven, but the one who does the will of  my Father 
who is in heaven." Just before Jesus made that statement, in Matthew 7:13-14, He said, "Enter by 
the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who 
find it are few."  

So there is a way that leads to death (Proverbs 14:12) and a way that leads to life (Matthew 7:14). It 
seems the decisions I make come down to a choice of  my way or the Sovereign Lord's instruction. 
Am I going to choose human or divine wisdom? The wide way or the narrow way? Sight or Faith? 

We all have an inclination or predisposition to the things of  the world because, "The human heart 
is the most deceitful of  all things and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it 
is?" (Jeremiah 17:9 NLT) Jesus said it this way in John 6:63, "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh 
is no help at all. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life." 

So if  I base my decisions only on what seems right to me, the inevitable consequence is death. 
However, the result of  obeying God's will, walking in the Spirit and responding to Jesus' Words 
leads to life. 

Author of  Life, forgive me for thinking and acting as if  I am the author of  my own life. I want to 
enter the narrow gate that leads to life even though it is hard. May the thoughts and intents of  my 
heart reflect my Father's will and not my own. 

John 17:10
John 17 is one of  my favorite passages in all of  Scripture. Carol and I have an agreement: if  one of  
us is incapacitated, the other will regularly read aloud John 17 among many other passages. 

There is so much to say about this chapter; I can't wait until we reread it on December 27th. But 
to whet your appetite: In the NIV John 17:10 says, "All I have is yours, and all you have is 
mine. And glory has come to me through them." The previous verses tell us the "them" are those 
the Father has given the Son. Can you imagine that? Glory has come to Jesus through those who 
believe. Glory has come to Jesus through you and me! 
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March 28 
EXODUS 39, JOHN 18, PROVERBS 15, PHILIPPIANS 2

John 18:38 
Pilate's question, "What is truth?" is as relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago. My father used to 
say, "There are three sides to every story--your side, my side and the truth." In the last few years, I 
have heard several people speak of  "my truth" as if  there was a truth for them and a truth for me. 
After becoming a believer, I realized Truth is a person. Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life." In John 17:17, Jesus prays that the Father, "Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth." John 16:13 says, "When the Spirit of  truth comes, he will guide you into all 
truth." In these few passages, I find that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are Truth and their words 
and instructions are what lead me to the Truth, to them--the Holy Trinity.  

Proverbs 15:8
In Proverbs 15, the word abomination is used three times. It is often used in Proverbs. The 
inference from Proverbs 6:16 is the things God hates, He finds to be an abomination. We discussed 
this verse on Day 78. 

In today's reading, we find the sacrifice, the way and the thoughts of  the wicked are an 
abomination to the LORD (Proverbs 15:8, 9, 26). The first use of  the Hebrew word translated 
"wicked" here is in Genesis 2:9 translated as evil: "The tree of  life was in the midst of  the garden, 
and the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil." A synonym for wicked is evil.  

The Hebrew word for abomination used in the Old Testament is primarily translated as "unclean" 
in the New Testament. In the Gospels, it is always in reference to "unclean spirits." In Acts 10:14 
and 10:28, God corrects Peter's understanding of  unclean food and people. Ephesians 5:5 says, 
"For you may be sure of  this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous 
(that is an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of  Christ and God." The word "impure" in 
this passage is the same word used for abomination in Proverbs.  

Holy Father, You created man in perfection, but we chose disobedience. We picked the fruit of  
good and evil. Jesus, You alone can wash away my uncleanness. Holy Spirit, please strengthen my 
eyes and heart to see and know wicked and evil, and to flee from them. I do not want impurity to 
be any part of  my life. 

Philippians 2:3-11
This passage indicts me. I do try to impress others; I do think more of  myself  than others. Instead, 
I am to consider others more significant than myself. As a follower of  Jesus Christ I am to be 
concerned about their interest. Jesus is the One who said, "For even the Son of  Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." Humility is the attitude with 
which I am to approach all of  life. In Matthew 18:4 Jesus said, "Whoever humbles himself  like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven." 

Holy Spirit, I know Your role and purpose in me is to conform me to the likeness of  Christ. You 
know my selfishness runs rampant. Thank You for the constant reminder in Your Word of  the 
need for holiness in my life. Jesus, You are so much more than an example, but I thank You for the 
example of  humility and obedience. I desire to be obedient and conformed to Your humility. 
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March 29 
EXODUS 40, JOHN 19, PROVERBS 16, PHILIPPIANS 3

Exodus 40:34-35
"Then the cloud covered the tent of  meeting, and the glory of  the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not 
able to enter the tent of  meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of  the LORD filled the tabernacle." 

Did you notice the recurring phrase, "as the LORD had commanded Moses"? In Exodus 39-40 it 
is repeated 13 times. Look at what God did after Moses, and the people of  Israel obeyed God's 
instruction in building the tabernacle! (Exodus 39:43)  

Can you imagine the appearance of  the tabernacle after the cloud covered it, and the glory of  the 
LORD filled it? The glory of  the LORD so filled the tabernacle, Moses was unable to enter. I am 
reminded of  the passages in John 14-17 where Jesus speaks to the disciples for the last time before 
the crucifixion. In John 14:16-17, Jesus says He will send another Helper to be with us forever, and 
we will know Him because He will dwell with us and will be in us. The concept of  "to dwell" is the 
same as "to tabernacle". The Holy Spirit comes to tabernacle with me. Then, in John 17:22 Jesus 
says the glory God has given Him, He has given to those who believe in Him. O my, even in a 
more intimate way than God, in His glory, dwelt with the Israelites in the tent of  meeting, He not 
only dwells in and with me but gives me His glory. 

LORD God, the obedience of  the Israelites in preparing the tabernacle for You encourages me, 
but Your response to their obedience leaves me in awe. The tabernacle being wholly filled with 
Your glory such that there was no room for Moses makes me jealous. As Your Spirit dwells with 
and in me, may Your glory so fill me there is no room for Roy. 

John 19:28
"After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), 'I thirst.'" 

The last thing Jesus did was to fulfill Scripture (Psalm 22:15, 69:21). In Matthew 1:22, we are told 
His conception was for the same purpose. So from the very beginning of  Jesus' life to the last act of  
His life, He fulfilled all that was prophesied about Himself. 

I am always astounded that even though Jesus knew what would happen to Him, He finished it 
all. When I realize He did it to fulfill Scripture, I am blown away. Scripture is God's Word. 
Therefore, Jesus allowed all that happened because His Word prophesied it would occur. What 
God says will be, will be. Who besides the Living God could do that? See John 19:36-37, even what 
happened after Jesus' death was to fulfill Scripture. 

Proverbs 16:33
"The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD."  
  
Just think, Jesus decided which Roman soldier would win His tunic. 

Please Sovereign LORD may I always remember this truth. Your sovereignty is such that even dice 
respond to Your decision. 

Philippians 3:8-11
What a great way to end a morning of  worship!  

To Carol's great distress, I sang the song, "All I Once Held Dear" by Graham Kendrick a-cappella 
in church once. Since I was willing to do that, it is obviously one of  my favorite songs with which to 
worship my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

All I Once Held Dear 
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March 30 
LEVITICUS 1, JOHN 20, PROVERBS 17, PHILIPPIANS 4

Leviticus 1:3-5
I was struck by the repetition of  "before the LORD." To be accepted before the LORD, the people 
of  Israel must bring a male from the herd or flock without flaw, lay his hand on the head of  the 
animal to be offered, and kill it before the LORD. The sacrifice in chapter one was specifically for 
dedicating oneself  to God. In fact, it was the only sacrifice a Gentile convert could offer. Though 
the primary purpose of  the sacrifice in Leviticus 1 was not to deal with the sin of  the offerer, it 
does act as an atonement for their sin. This animal's death, in place of  the one making the offering, 
was necessary for both right standing before God and a continued devoted relationship with Him. 

I tend to forget, but this offering was costly. Meat was a rare delicacy. The burnt offering was 
consumed entirely; nothing was for human consumption, it was all for the LORD. The various 
options of  a bull, sheep, goat, dove, or pigeon are based on what the individual could afford. By 
laying his hands on the sacrifice's head, the worshiper was acknowledging his sin, the transfer of  
his guilt to the animal which was to die in his place, and his undivided covenant devotion to the 
Lord. 

LORD God, You are just. All rebellion against You must be punished. But LORD God, You are 
gracious and merciful. Your willingness to not only accept a substitute but to provide the One true 
sacrifice proves Your grace and mercy.  

John 20:1-18
Mary Magdalene is a great person to study.  She was one of  the women who followed Jesus, 
ministering to Him (Luke 8:2-3), she was Him at the cross (Matthew 27:55) and the tomb 
(Matthew 27:61). Mary Magdalene was the first person to see the resurrected Christ, and Jesus had 
cast seven demons out of  her (Mark 16:9). Tradition has identified her as the woman in Luke 
7:36-50, but there is nothing in the New Testament to support that claim.  

In this passage, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, but Peter and John didn't. She had to 
run and get them. They came and left, but Mary stayed persistently looking for Jesus. She saw two 
angels, but even that did not distract her. She wanted to find Him. When Jesus came to her, she did 
not recognize Him but asked where Jesus was. 

When Jesus called her name, she immediately knew Him. What an awesome reward for her 
persistence. He is indeed the Good Shepherd. He is the One who calls His sheep by name, and 
they know His voice and follow Him. 

Lord Jesus, may I have the persistence of  Mary Magdalene. When I do not understand what is 
happening, may I pursue You as faithfully as she did. The reward of  seeing You and hearing You 
call my name is worth any effort. 

Philippians 4:1-4
Just as "before the LORD" caught my attention in Leviticus 1, "in the Lord" stood out as I read 
Philippians 4. It reminded me of  the difference between the old and new covenant. In Leviticus 
under the old covenant, the people stood "before" the Lord and in Philippians under the new 
covenant, the brothers stood "in" the Lord.  

"In the Lord" is a phrase Paul uses several times in Philippians.  "In the Lord" we are to be 
confident, hope, trust, receive fellow believers with joy, rejoice, stand firm, agree, rejoice always, 
and rejoice greatly (Philippians 1:14; 2:19, 24, 29; 3:1; 4:1, 2, 10). 

Lord Jesus, thank You for the new covenant, Your body broken for me, Your blood shed for 
me. Father, thank You; because of  You I am in Christ Jesus, my Lord.  
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March 31 
LEVITICUS 2-3, JOHN 21, PROVERBS 18, COLOSSIANS 1

Leviticus 2:2
In Leviticus 1, the concluding statement for each of  the burnt offerings, whether bull, sheep, goat, 
dove, or pigeon is, "a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD." In Leviticus 2-3, we see 
the same thing is true for grain offerings and peace offerings. Through the rest of  Leviticus, food 
sacrifices are a pleasing aroma to the LORD until we reach chapter 26. Beginning in Leviticus 
26:14 God tells the Israelites if  they refuse to listen to His instruction and do not keep His 
commandments, their food offerings will no longer be a pleasing aroma to Him.  

The Hebrew word for "pleasing aroma" means soothing or appeasing, as in that which brings 
reconciliation. The first use of  "a pleasing aroma to the LORD" is found in Genesis 8:21. Noah, a 
righteous, blameless man who walked with God (Genesis 6:9), built an altar to offer a burnt 
sacrifice immediately after God delivered him and his family from the flood in Genesis 8:20. The 
sacrifice came from every clean animal and bird. Upon smelling the "pleasing aroma" God said 
even though man's intention is evil, He will never again destroy all living creatures.  

The root word from which "pleasing aroma" is derived means quiet, restful, a place of  rest. In 
Genesis, this root word is used three times before Genesis 8:21. It is used in Genesis 2:15 (when 
God put man in the Garden of  Eden, a restful place), Genesis 8:4 (when the ark came to rest on 
the mountains of  Ararat) and Genesis 8:9 (when the dove could not find a place to land).  

Therefore, the food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD brought a quiet, soothing, restful 
reconciliation between two parties. God's attitude toward man's sin had not changed, but the 
appropriate sacrifice brought peace and reconciliation between God and man. 

LORD God, thank You for the detailed explanation in Leviticus of  the sacrifice that was pleasing 
to You. Reading the specific in-depth instructions You gave Moses concerning an acceptable 
sacrifice causes me to think, what or who could meet all the requirements necessary to satiate Your 
just wrath. Thank You, Jesus, that through You there is peace, rest and reconciliation with the 
LORD God. 

Proverbs 18:1-24
Many of  the proverbs today deal with the words of  our mouth. Some I struggle to understand 
(verses 4, 8, 20), some I found easy (verses 6-7, 17), but two caught my attention. 

Proverbs 18:13 says, "If  one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame."  

Father, when I read this proverb, I am convicted. Holy Spirit, You know as soon as I think I have 
the answer, I am ready to speak. However, I know Your answer is the one for which I should be 
listening. Please teach me to listen not just to the person with whom I am talking, but to You before 
I answer. Stir within me a greater desire for Your answer than my own. 

Proverbs 18:21 says, "Death and life are in the power of  the tongue."  

Please, Holy Spirit, convict me of  the way I use my tongue. I desire what I speak to be life, not 
death. I know that if  I speak "Jesus," I am speaking life since He is the "Way, Truth and Life." May 
my conversation reflect the One who has life in Himself.  
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April 1 
LEVITICUS 4, PSALM 1-2, PROVERBS 19, COLOSSIANS 2

Psalm 1:1-6
As I read the first verse of  this chapter, I thought of  Lot. When Abram gave him the choice of  
which direction to go with his flock, he chose the Jordan Valley because it was watered like a 
garden. The proper decision would have been to defer to his uncle Abram and allowed him to pick 
first. So Lot moved to Sodom, a town known for wicked men who were great sinners against the 
LORD.  

After Abram defeated the kings who had taken Lot captive, he refused to take anything from the 
king of  Sodom lest it appeared Abram was in his debt, but Lot lived under the king of  Sodom's 
rule and authority. When the two angels came into Sodom, they found Lot sitting at the gate.  

Lot chose to unite himself  with men who were known to be wicked, submitting to their authority 
to the point of  sitting at the gate, welcoming others into the wicked city.  

In 2 Peter 2:6-9, we are told God knows how to rescue the godly from trials. Lot is an example. Lot 
was a righteous man with a tormented soul living among the wicked and their lawless deeds. Yes, 
God sent His angels to deliver Lot and his family, but look at the cost.  

King of  Kings, You know those who are Yours and You are able to deliver them. But may I be 
wise, delighting in your instruction and meditating on your law; that I will be fruitful for Your 
kingdom, so You do not need to deliver me from my own foolishness. May I be a blessed man who 
can stand in the congregation of  the righteous. 

Proverbs 19:2-3
"Desire without knowledge is not good, and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way. When a man’s folly 
brings his way to ruin, his heart rages against the LORD."  

Have you ever seen this happen? Not that we have done it ourselves, but we know the story. There 
is something you really want, and the sooner you get it, the better. You may even voice a prayer—
Lord, You know how much I need this so please be gracious and let me have it. Sure enough, 
without continued prayer and further study of  the situation, you find precisely what you are 
looking for, and God provides for it, on credit of  course. Then the unforeseen happens, and you 
find yourself  in a financial bind. Guess who is to blame? It certainly is not you! You prayed about 
this! It was God who provided it, not some credit company. Therefore, you have every right to be 
angry at God for getting you into this mess. 

Lord, forgive us for allowing our desire to get us into stressful situations and then expecting You to 
bail us out and getting angry when You don't immediately respond to our beck and call. 

Colossians 2:1
What an inspiring statement! Paul had never been to Colossae. The town is referenced by name 
only in Colossians 1:2. Yet, having heard from Epaphras about them, Paul expresses the 
thankfulness, prayer, and struggle he has for these fellow believers. They have never met, but Paul 
has a desire for them to know the preeminence of  Christ and the fullness of  His Gospel. Even 
though he is not physically in Colossae and Laodicea, he is there spiritually rejoicing with them. 

Lord Jesus, may Your entire Church have the love for all Your bride that Paul exhibits. Forgive me 
for such a narrow view. Holy Spirit, please remind me to pray for the universal Church faithfully. 
Give me eyes to see opportunities to encourage and strengthen Your body wherever they may be.  
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April 2 
LEVITICUS 5, PSALM 3-4, PROVERBS 20, COLOSSIANS 3

Psalm 3:1-8
Can you imagine the anguish of  David's soul as he and his followers fled from Absalom? Don't you 
know David knew this was the consequence of  his unwillingness to deal with Amnon and 
Absalom? Can't you just hear those tormenting him saying "God can't save you this time"? 

Through it all, David declares the LORD to be his shield, his glory and the One who holds his 
head high. Because David understood this fact, he could sleep peacefully. What great trust and 
assurance! How many of  us have had sleepless nights with significantly less trouble facing us in the 
morning? 

Proverbs 20:12
"The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has made them both." 

Moses made excuses why he should not be the one used by God to deliver the Israelites. The 
LORD expressed this proverb in this way, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, 
or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with your 
mouth and teach you what you shall speak” (Exodus 4:11-12). 

In Deuteronomy 29:1-4 Moses told the people, even though they have experienced all the signs 
and wonders of  God's deliverance from Egypt, they did not yet understand. Verse four is the 
reason for their lack of  understanding, "But to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to 
understand or eyes to see or ears to hear." This proverb is true in both the physical and spiritual 
realm. 

LORD God, physical sight and hearing are a great gift from Your hand. How much more precious 
is the gift of  spiritual sight and hearing! Thank You for both. Thank You especially for spiritual 
sight and hearing because they have eternal value. 

Colossians 3:12-16
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
sons of  God." This passage presents the attributes of  a peacemaker. 

Before describing the character of  the sons of  God, Paul explains who they are. His description is 
threefold: past, present, and future. Those who are sons have been raised with Christ (past), they 
are hidden in Christ (present), and they will appear with Christ in glory (future). Because this is 
who they are, they set their mind on eternal realities rather than worldly activities and agendas.  

Paul commands the sons of  God to put to death a long list of  practices that were a part of  their 
former lives. These practices of  the old self  are to be discarded by those who are holy, beloved and 
chosen by God. 

Notice the attributes of  the sons of  God: compassionate, kind, humble, meek, patient, long-
suffering, forgiving, and loving. This temperament is summed up by saying, "let the peace of  Christ 
rule in your hearts." Doesn't that describe a peacemaker? 

Christ Jesus, my desire is to be blessed by my Father and Your Father. Holy Spirit, I invite You to 
freely remind, convict and change me. I want to put to death those sinful traits within me that 
result in the coming wrath of  God. I want to be a peacemaker. 
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April 3 
LEVITICUS 6, PSALM 5-6, PROVERBS 21, COLOSSIANS 4

Psalm 5:1-12
David's prayer for justice is not based upon his righteousness compared to his enemies. Instead, his 
request is founded upon the righteousness of  God. Notice the character of  those who cause David 
to groan and cry to his King and God: wicked, evil, boastful, evil-doers, liars, bloodthirsty, 
deceitful, untruthful, destructive, and flatterers. The NIV translates verse ten as, "Declare them 
guilty, O God!" David's summary statement is, "They have rebelled against you."  

David knows God's abundant, steadfast love. He submits himself  to God, looking to Him as his 
refuge and protection. David fears God. He is asking God to do what He has the authority to do. 

What do you think would happen if  a local judge kept releasing guilty individuals? You know the 
people would cry out for justice. They elected the judge, giving him the authority to protect the 
innocent, and then expected him to follow through.  

David's prayer is similar in that God is just and righteous and knows these evil doers. David is 
asking the One who has the authority to step in and rightly punish those who are hurting the 
innocent while rebelling against Him. 

Judge of  all the earth, You alone are right and just. Thank You that just like David we, too, can cry 
to You for help in our time of  need. Thank You for spreading Your protection over us.  

Proverbs 21:1
"The king’s heart is a stream of  water in the hand of  the LORD; he turns it wherever he will."  

We have already seen the truth of  this proverb in our study of  Ezra and Nehemiah when God used 
the kings of  Babylon to return the Israelites and provide all the materials to rebuild 
Jerusalem. Isaiah 44:28-45:5 tells of  God using another king to do His will. Verse 28 says, “Cyrus 
is my shepherd, and he will fulfill all my purpose.” Verse 5 says of  Cyrus, "I equip you, though you 
do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of  the sun and from the west, that there is 
none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other."  

LORD, when I am distressed by the circumstances in the world remind me of  this truth. Those in 
positions of  authority are in place because You will it. Their heart is like water in Your hand; You 
direct it as You will.  

Colossians 4:6
The last thing Paul says in verse six, "so that you may know how you ought to answer each 
person,” is a skill I very much desire to possess. Have you left a conversation wishing you had said 
something else or in a different way? I know I have. Even Paul, the consummate teacher, asks for 
prayer to speak appropriately with clarity.  

Paul gives two criteria for our speech: we are to be gracious and seasoned with salt. As believers, 
we should always be grace-filled because we have come to know the grace of  God exhibited to 
us. We studied saltiness in Mark 9:50 when Jesus tells us to have salt in ourselves. We examined the 
meaning of  saltiness on Day 37. 

"Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt," is another way of  saying, "speak the truth 
in love" found in Ephesians 4:15.  

Lord Jesus, you always knew precisely the right thing to say, whether speaking to the devil, the 
disciples, the high priest or the blind, lame, and deaf. You are Truth and Love. Therefore, You 
always speak the Truth in love. Holy Spirit, teach us to be like our brother Jesus so we will always 
answer as we should, being gracious and seasoned with salt. 

102

https://www.esv.org/Leviticus+6,Psalm+5-6,Proverbs+21,Colossians+4
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+5:1-12
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+5:10&version=NIV
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+21:1
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+44:28
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+44:28
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+45:5
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+4:6
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+4:6
https://www.esv.org/Mark+9:50
https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+4:15


April 4 
LEVITICUS 7, PSALM 7-8, PROVERBS 22, 1 THESSALONIANS 1

Leviticus 7:37-38
"This is the law of  the burnt offering, of  the grain offering, of  the sin offering, of  the guilt offering, of  the ordination 
offering, and of  the peace offering, which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he 
commanded the people of  Israel to bring their offerings to the LORD, in the wilderness of  Sinai." 

With so many different offerings to be made with the various procedures for each, I have trouble 
keeping them straight. Reading Leviticus is a constant reminder of  all that Jesus accomplished 
when He said, "It is finished." Passages like this also remind me of  Hebrews 10:1-4, "For since the 
law has but a shadow of  the good things to come instead of  the true form of  these realities, it can 
never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw 
near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been 
cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of  sins? But in these sacrifices there is a 
reminder of  sins every year. For it is impossible for the blood of  bulls and goats to take away sins." 

Jesus, having been given a body, came to do His Father’s will. His Father’s will, the offering of  His 
body, brings perfection forever to those who are being made holy. After offering His body as the 
sacrifice for sin, He sat down at the right hand of  God, having finished His Father’s will.  

Since Jesus' offering and sacrifice were perfect, is there a sacrifice or offering I am to bring? In 
Romans 12:1 Paul said because of  all God, through Jesus Christ, has done for you, "I appeal to 
you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of  God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship." 

Lord God, I am overwhelmed at the details required to cover the sins of  Your people. Forgive me 
for minimizing what Jesus accomplished.  Jesus, thank You for finishing every detail in Leviticus. 
Thank You for Your sacrifice so I could be holy before my Holy Father. Holy Spirit, teach me to be 
a worshiper who presents a sacrifice holy and acceptable to my God.  

Psalm 7:7-11
David trusted God's judgment because He is righteous and He alone knows the truth. In trusting 
God to judge righteously, David was doing precisely what Jesus did. In 1 Peter 2:19-23, I am told: 
1) It is proper for me while trusting God's will, to be long-suffering while being mistreated. By 
doing so, God is pleased with me; 2) Jesus is my example. God has called His children to this, just 
as He did His Son Jesus; 3) Like Jesus, I am to entrust myself  to the only One who is a just judge.  

Shepherd and Overseer of  my soul, You alone are my refuge. I sing praise to the LORD, Most 
High. 

Proverbs 22:17-21
You will notice a change in the individual proverbs following this statement of  purpose in verses 
17-21. Through the end of  Proverbs 24, each proverb will consist of  multiple verses rather than 
the single verse to which we are accustomed. Additionally, a large number begin with a negative as 
in "Do not", "Make no", and "Be not." 

1 Thessalonians 1:4-10
What an excellent description of  the Church!  

• Brothers chosen and loved by God 
• The Gospel came with full conviction 

through the power of  the Holy Spirit 
• Who became imitators of  the Lord with the 

joy of  the Spirit 

• They are an example to all believers 
• Whose faith in God is known everywhere 
• Who turned to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God 
• They wait for his Son from heaven. 

Jesus, thank You for this description of  those who follow You. 
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April 5 
LEVITICUS 8, PSALM 9, PROVERBS 23, 1 THESSALONIANS 2

Leviticus 8:9
"And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD 
commanded Moses."  

On two other occasions, the description of  Aaron's priestly garments includes a crown (Exodus 
29:6, 39:30). In Exodus 39, the crown is made of  pure gold and has the inscription: "Holy to the 
LORD". Typically, we do not think of  a priest wearing a crown. A crown is usually reserved for the 
king. The Hebrew word for crown is also translated as consecrated, which means set apart. So a 
crown signifies one set apart for a unique role. 

We know from Hebrews 5:7-10, Jesus was a priest from the order of  Melchizedek.  In Genesis 
14:18 we are told Melchizedek was both the king of  Salem and a priest of  God Most High. There 
are many passages in the Old Testament, like Psalm 2, which describe the Messiah as King. So 
Jesus, like Melchizedek, is both Priest and King. 

In Zechariah, we are given an additional intriguing description of  this One who is both Priest and 
King. In Zechariah 6:11-13 the LORD instructs for a crown to be made of  silver and gold and set 
on the head of  Joshua who is the high priest. Then in verse twelve, the LORD of  hosts speaking 
through Zechariah tells Joshua, “Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: for he shall branch 
out from his place, and he shall build the temple of  the LORD. It is he who shall build the temple 
of  the LORD and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a 
priest on his throne, and the counsel of  peace shall be between them both.” In Zechariah 3:8, the 
Lord of  hosts declares the Branch to be His servant. 

Priest and King Jesus, just as David said in Psalm 9, You sit enthroned forever judging the world 
with righteousness. Therefore, I join him in giving thanks to You with my whole heart, recounting 
all Your wonderful deeds. I am glad and exult in You. I sing praises to Your name, O Most High. 

1 Thessalonians 2:7-12
Paul describes his love for these people from both a maternal and paternal perspective. His care is 
such that he is as gentle as a nursing mother and, yet, as blunt and demanding as a father. Notice 
the words and descriptions he uses in verse eight: affectionately desirous, very dear, and ready to 
share myself. Isn't that a great picture of  a loving mother? Then in verses 11-12, like a father, he 
exhorts, encourages and charges the same people. 

I fear I go from one extreme to the other in my care for people; either I am too gentle or too 
demanding. 

Holy Spirit, I desire to exhibit the love of  Jesus to all those You bring into my life. Please teach me 
how to be that kind of  man, friend, and brother. 
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April 6 
LEVITICUS 9, PSALM 10, PROVERBS 24, 1 THESSALONIANS 3

Psalm 10:1-18
"Why Do You Hide Yourself ? Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself  in times of  
trouble?" (Psalm 10:1) 

David's prayer to the LORD in the first verse is one I am sure most Christians have made. It may 
not have been voiced out loud for fear someone might hear, but it was a conscious thought. I am so 
thankful God included David's prayers in His Holy Scripture. 

In this prayer, David cries out to God about the wicked. After David's initial questions, notice how 
he mentions the wicked in each of  the next eight verses. He describes them as boastful, greedy, 
prideful, foul-mouthed, deceitful, oppressive, and murderers just to name a few. David is upset 
because it seems they prosper through their wickedness.  

He wants God to notice what they think of  Him; God does not exist (v. 4) since there is no God 
who can stop me (v. 6), even if  there were a God, He would not do anything to me (v. 11, 13). 
Because they do not acknowledge God, look at what they do to the poor, innocent, helpless, 
afflicted, fatherless and oppressed.  

David's prayer reminds me of  the parable Jesus told his followers so they would always be prayerful 
and not lose heart in Luke 18:1-8. Jesus concludes the parable by saying, "Will not God give justice 
to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you he will give 
justice to them speedily."  

LORD God, we live in a world where it does appear the wicked prosper and there is the 
temptation to imitate their ways, but You are King. You are the One who will hold all mankind to 
account. Please protect those for whom David is concerned. Use us, Your people, as instruments 
for that purpose.  

Proverbs 24:1-12
As I first read these twelve verses, they seemed to cover several topics, but as I examined them, I 
saw a unity of  thought rather than several unique ideas. The first and last two verses tied it 
together for me. Verses 1-2 are very much like David's prayer in Psalm 10. Solomon is telling his 
son to be aware of  evil, violent men because they are trouble. In verses 11-12, Solomon says when 
you are aware of  the plans of  evil men, rescue those who will be hurt by their action. Do not turn 
a blind eye because God knows your heart. He also repays according to what you do.  

The middle verses deal with how to be prepared to rescue those the wicked plan to harm. First, be 
wise in how you build your life. A wise man will strengthen himself  through wise counsel when 
difficulty arises. With an abundance of  wise advisers, even a fool would know to keep silent. Those 
who scheme evil are detestable to other men. Be strong as the day comes when action is required 
to help those snared by those with evil schemes.  

Jesus taught me to pray, "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." You have made it plain the Father's will is for His children 
to protect the weak, the fatherless, and the widow. Please give me courage, wisdom, and resolve to 
do just that. May I stand against the wicked who would take advantage of  others. 
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April 7 
LEVITICUS 10, PSALM 11-12, PROVERBS 25, 1 THESSALONIANS 4

Leviticus 10:1-3
Much like the stories of  Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22), Uzzah and the ark of  God (2 Samuel 
6:5-7), and Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5), this story causes me to stop and think.  
 
This morning my mind went to all that had been done to prepare these two men for this 
day. Along with Aaron, their father, they had been set apart by God as priests to minister before 
Him. They had received the detailed instructions of  proper worship and the unique garments with 
which to stand before God. They had seen the overwhelming display of  God coming down on 
Mount Sinai in the form of  fire (Exodus 19:18). Nadab and Abihu were part of  the group of  
leaders that God called to worship Him on the mountain (Exodus 24:9-11).  While on the 
mountain, they saw God and ate a meal before Him. They had just spent seven days in the tent of  
meeting being ordained for the work to which God had called them. The glory of  the LORD had 
just appeared as fire and consumed their offering. Yet, they chose to do something other than what 
God had instructed. The same fire that consumed the offering destroyed them. 

The LORD's explanation of  what happened to Nadab and Abihu was that those who would draw 
near to Him must do so in the manner He prescribes because He is holy and will be glorified.  

In the New Testament, God makes it equally understandable that those whom He calls to minister 
before Him are held to a higher standard.  James 3:1 says not many should become teachers 
because they will be judged more strictly. Hebrews 13:17 says Church leaders are to keep watch 
over the souls of  the Church, and they will give an account to God for the way they care for His 
people. Since all believers are a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5) who are to offer spiritual sacrifices 
(like Nadab and Abihu) acceptable to God through Jesus Christ, do we draw near to Him with 
proper awe of  His holiness to glorify Him? 

LORD God Almighty, You alone are worthy of  our awe, respect, admiration, love, and fear. You 
alone are Holy. Thank You, Jesus, for Your willingness to be the perfect sacrifice. Holy Spirit, teach 
us to worship Him as He is worthy. We want our spiritual sacrifices to be acceptable to Him. Also, 
please protect and guard those You have raised up as servants of  the Church. 

1 Thessalonians 4:3
How often have you either said or heard the statement, "I wish I knew God's will for me in this 
situation"? 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 in the NLT says, "God's will is for you to be holy." Isn't it great, God gives 
specific answers! He does not leave us wondering what He wants of  us.  

Abba Father, You alone are holy yet You call us, Your children, to imitate You. We realize Your 
desire for us is to choose holiness. Holy Spirit, when we make decisions between options that are 
good, please reveal to us the ones which would bring the most glory to our Holy Father. 
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April 8 
LEVITICUS 11-12, PSALM 13-14, PROVERBS 26, 1 THESSALONIANS 5

Leviticus 11:47
"Make a distinction between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be eaten and the 
living creature that may not be eaten." 

In Leviticus 10:10, God gave the same instruction concerning unclean and clean with the 
additional directive to distinguish between the holy and the common.  

Years ago, Carol and I had the opportunity to attend Saint Andrews Chapel where R. C. Sproul 
was the pastor. The cover of  the morning's program had a quote that stuck with me: "We cross the 
threshold of  the secular to the sacred, from the common to the uncommon, from the profane to 
the Holy..." I realize this is a call to worship, a reminder of  what occurs when we gather as the 
Church of  the Living God. However, it also reminds me of  who God's people are and are to be, 
not just on Sunday but for a lifetime and beyond. 

God's command for the Israelites to make this distinction was not merely so they would know the 
difference. His purpose was for His people to both identify and choose those things that would set 
them apart for Himself. Just as the dietary law in Leviticus made the Israelites unique and distinct, 
obedience to God's commands makes Jesus' followers uncommon today. 

Paul regularly instructs us to live our lives in a manner worthy of  God’s calling. Such a life is 
sacred, uncommon and holy. How set apart from the secular, common and profane am I?  

LORD God, just as You based Your commands to the Israelites upon their deliverance from 
slavery in Egypt, You base Your commands for me upon my deliverance from slavery to sin. Thank 
You for saving me from destruction due to my sin. I want my life set apart for Your glory. Christ 
Jesus, You are the uncommon, sacred and Holy One.  Thank You for clothing me in Your 
righteousness. 

Proverbs 26:1-12
Psalm 14:1 gives the biblical definition of  a fool as one who, "says in his heart, 'There is no 
God'." Paul uses the first three verses of  Psalm 14 in his description of  fallen mankind in Romans 
3:10-18. 

How startling is Proverbs 26:12? After eleven pejorative verses describing a fool, Solomon says 
there is more hope for a fool than for someone who is wise in their own eyes. How offensive and 
destructive must self-worth be? My father, after meeting someone who fit that description, would 
say, "I wish I could buy him for what he is worth and sell him for what he thinks he is worth." After 
that statement, Daddy would always get around to discussing pride. 

Like my father, God's Word has a lot to say about pride.  1 Samuel 2:3 equates pride with 
arrogance. 2 Chronicles 26:16 says pride leads to destruction and 32:25 says wrath comes because 
of  pride. Proverbs 15:25 says the LORD tears down the house of  the proud. 

Proverbs 15:33, 18:12, and 22:4 tell us humility comes before honor. As followers of  Jesus, we are 
to humble ourselves just as He did (Philippians 2:3-8). 1 Peter 5:5 says, "God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble."  

Judge of  all the earth, forgive me for being a prideful fool most of  my life. Thank You for parents 
who were committed to Your instruction and wanted their children to follow Your ways. Jesus, as I 
look at Your example of  humility, I must confess my attempt falls far short. Thank You for dying 
for a prideful fool like me. 
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April 9 
LEVITICUS 13, PSALM 15-16, PROVERBS 27, 2 THESSALONIANS 1

Psalm 15:1-5
Psalm 15 is worthy of  thoughtful consideration because it asks and answers one of, if  not the major 
question of  life. Who is acceptable to God? Who can live before Him? This is the question David 
asks in verse one. 
  
In the next four verses, David gives a comprehensive answer to the question by distinguishing 
between what man is to do and what he is to refrain from doing. Man is to walk blameless, do 
right, speak the truth, despise vile people, honor those who fear God, keep your word to your own 
detriment, and be unchangeable. We should not slander, do evil, harm or speak evil of  a neighbor, 
charge interest, or take a bribe. My summary of  who can live before God is the person who: 1) 
does what is right (according to God); 2) does not wrong his fellow man in word or deed; 3) honors 
those who fear God but despises those who are Godless; 4) does what he says he will do even if  it 
costs more than expected; 5) is careful about how he lends and accepts things of  value.  

People who live by these standards are not moved because of  Who is on their side. 

O LORD, I want to be one who sojourns in Your tent — one who dwells on Your holy hill. Thank 
You, LORD Jesus Christ. I know this is possible only in and through You. Holy Spirit, always be 
preparing me for the day of  my Lord's return. 

2 Thessalonians 1:7 
It seems Paul did not want the Thessalonians to overlook the fact of  Jesus' return. In his first letter 
to them, he mentions Jesus' return at least once in all five chapters. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 says the 
people are waiting for the Son's return from heaven to deliver them from the wrath to come. In 
2:19, Paul tells the people they are his hope, joy, and crown of  boasting when the Lord Jesus comes 
again.  In 1 Thessalonians 3:13, Paul prays the people's hearts will be blameless when our Lord 
Jesus returns with all His saints. In chapter 4:14-16, Paul explains who Jesus will bring with Him 
and what an awesome demonstration His return will be.  Paul tells the people to be prepared 
because the day of  the Lord will come like a thief  in the night in 1 Thessalonians 5:2. 

I don't want to spoil the surprise, but Paul continues to teach about Jesus' return in his second letter 
to the Thessalonians. In chapter 1, Paul further explains Jesus' coming to encourage the Church 
during a time of  persecution and hardship. Paul tells them God's justice will be displayed because 
of  the suffering they are enduring. When Jesus comes back, they will have rest, but those who 
persecute the Church will be punished with eternal destruction. Because of  this, Paul prays they 
stand firm, accomplishing all God plans for them to bring honor to Jesus.  

Does Jesus' return affect your life? Does Jesus' leaving to prepare a place for you with the 
expectation of  Him coming again to take you to be with Him enter into your decisions today? 
These letters stress the importance of  waiting and watching expectantly by living daily prepared 
for His return.  

Jesus, forgive me for my short-sightedness. I fear the way I look for Your return is like a child 
looking forward to Christmas. I know it is coming, but it seems so far off  I tend to lose my 
expectation. Holy Spirit, thank You for including Paul's constant reminders in Your Word to 
me. You know I need it.  
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April 10 
LEVITICUS 14, PSALM 17, PROVERBS 28, 2 THESSALONIANS 2

Leviticus 14:1-4
Reading Leviticus 13-14 is difficult for me. I struggle with both the repetition and the subject. The 
one verse in these two chapters that always caught my attention was Leviticus 13:45 where the 
leper was required to wear torn clothes, leave their hair unkempt and continuously cry out 
"Unclean, unclean" when around those not infected. What a miserable life that must have been.  

When I realized Matthew listed Jesus' healing of  a leper as His first specific miracle, Leviticus 
13-14 had new meaning to me. Prior to the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 4:23-24), Matthew 
records the fact of  Jesus healing all kinds of  diseases in general, but immediately after leaving the 
mountain (Matthew 8:1-4), a leper came and knelt before Jesus saying, "Lord, if  you will, you can 
make me clean." The leper recognized Jesus' capability, but after a life of  being unaccepted, the 
leper was unsure of  Jesus' willingness to heal him. Jesus could have simply spoken and cured his 
leprosy, but instead touched him saying, "I will; be clean." 

Jesus commanded the man to say nothing about being healed but to go and show himself  to the 
priest and offer the correct sacrifices to fulfill the instruction of  Leviticus 14.  

The repetition of  clean and unclean in Leviticus inevitably forces me to think of  my own condition 
and the willingness of  Jesus to touch me. 1 John 1:8-9 always comes to mind: "If  we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If  we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  

Thank You, Jesus, for touching me. I know Your willingness to touch me cost You much more than 
being ceremonially unclean for a short period. It cost You shame, pain, suffering, and death that 
should have been mine to bear. Only because of  You am I able to say, "Clean, Clean."  

Psalm 17:8
"Keep me as the apple of  your eye; hide me in the shadow of  your wings." 

Based on his desire and effort to live a righteous life, David cries for the LORD to display His 
steadfast love as he seeks refuge from those who would do him harm.  He prays for God's 
protection. Psalm 17:8 says, "Guard me as you would guard your own eyes. Hide me in the shadow 
of  your wings." (NLT) 

My son-in-law lost sight in one of  his eyes a few years ago, so the idea of  God guarding me as He 
would His own eyes has special meaning to me. I know the precaution my son-in-law takes to 
protect his one good eye.  

When I consider God as my refuge and protection, I think of  John 10:29: "My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of  the Father’s 
hand." God hiding me in the shelter of  His wings is a beautiful picture, but I prefer visualizing 
myself  in the clutch of  His saving right hand (Psalm 20:6). 

Proverbs 28:13
"Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy."  

Isn't this verse saying the same thing as 1 John 1:8-9 that we discussed from Leviticus 14? 
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April 11 
LEVITICUS 15, PSALM 18, PROVERBS 29, 2 THESSALONIANS 3

Psalm 18
The title of  this Psalm describes this as being written when the LORD had delivered David from 
the hand of  all his enemies. We know David was a warrior king who dealt with enemies without 
and within the nation of  Israel most of  his life. 2 Samuel 23 begins with, "Now these are the last 
words of  David," and 2 Samuel 22 is almost identical to Psalm 18. So it appears quite likely, David 
wrote this song looking back at all the LORD has done over the course of  his life.  

I have spoken of  my inadequacy to describe the multifaceted God we worship and serve entirely, 
but David does a fantastic job in this Psalm.  Just look at all the descriptions he uses to describe 
LORD in the first two verses with the personal pronoun "my" attached. David experienced the 
LORD fulfilling all these descriptions. His vivid portrayal of  his likely death and God's deliverance 
in verses 4-19, depicts his awesome God. 

David knew what it meant to worship God, didn't he? Even as he describes his desire and attempt 
to live by God's righteous instruction in verses 20-24, he credits God with being the light who lit his 
darkness, the reason he defeated his enemies, and the One who made him blameless.  

As I read David's list of  accomplishments and his crediting it all to God's mercy, I thought of  Paul. 
He says the same thing in Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through him who strengthens me", 
and 1 Corinthians 15:10, "By the grace of  God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not 
in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of  them, though it was not I, but the grace of  
God that is with me."  

I desire, like David, to look back on my life and worship all my great LORD and God has done in 
and through me. I will sing His name and His praise. He is my great salvation. He has shown His 
steadfast love to me.  

O, LORD my God, may my worship of  You be as complete as David's. May I also be a man after 
Your own heart. 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-14
Notice the reason for Paul's instruction to keep away from an idle brother (v.6) and from a brother 
who does not obey the instruction of  this letter (v.14). The command is given in the hope the 
believer will become ashamed of  their action or inaction. 

Shame is not a word used very often in our culture, but it is in the Bible. In Luke 13:10-17, Jesus 
confronted the hard-hearted ruler of  the synagogue, who was upset because He healed on the 
Sabbath. Verse 17 says because of  Jesus' rebuke, His adversaries were put to shame.  In Ezra 
9:1-15, Ezra describes the shame he and the nation had brought upon themselves.  In Ezra, the 
result of  this shame is the repentance of  the nation. Luke 13 does not record the ruler of  the 
synagogue's repentance, but that was Jesus' desire.  

Is shame a part of  repentance? Should we be ashamed before God for our sin? It seems Adam and 
Eve felt shame after eating the fruit of  the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil. In Genesis 2:25, 
both were naked and were not ashamed, yet, after sinning against God, they tried to cover 
themselves by sewing fig leaves together. They went from unashamed to ashamed because they did 
not keep God's instruction. 

Jesus, I know the shame of  the cross was a shame I should have borne, not You. Holy Spirit, I 
realize my insensitivity to shame. It is easy to blame it on the culture in which I live. However, I 
must remember I am a foreigner here, my citizenship is in heaven, and I should be ashamed of  
those things in my life that are in opposition to the character of  my King. Please sensitize me to be 
ashamed of  those things in my life worthy of  embarrassment before my Savior and Lord. 
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April 12 
LEVITICUS 16, PSALM 19, PROVERBS 30, 1 TIMOTHY 1

Leviticus 16:1-5
The LORD gave specific instructions about when and how to enter the Holy Place. Failing to 
follow His direction correctly would result in death. Once a year (v.34), on the tenth day of  the 
seventh month (v.29), the anointed and consecrated priest (v.32) was to offer both a sin and burnt 
offering for himself  and the nation as an atonement for their sin. Additionally, specific clothing was 
required to enter the Holy Place.  

Having seen Nadab and Abihu consumed by the fire that came from the LORD for failing to 
follow His directions, don't you know Aaron was careful to do as the LORD said?  I suspect he 
proceeded to perform the task with fear and trembling. 

So for the writer of  Hebrews 10:19 to say, "brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places," something drastic must have happened.  Living this side of  the crucifixion and 
resurrection, we know what happened to open the way into the Holy Place, however, it is vital for 
us to remind ourselves that the strict instructions for entering the Holy Place have not changed, 
they are fulfilled in Christ. That is the reason those in Jesus Christ can boldly draw near the throne 
of  grace in a time of  need (Hebrews 4:16).  

Hebrews 10 explains how Jesus provided the required offering necessary for entrance into the Holy 
Place (Hebrews 10:5-10). Isaiah 61:10 shows how He also provided the essential clothing, "I will 
greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 
garments of  salvation; he has covered me with the robe of  righteousness."  

Lord God, thank You for Easter morning. Thank you, Jesus, for being the Lamb of  God slain 
before the foundation of  the world. Thank You, Holy Spirit, for covering me in the salvation and 
righteousness of  the Lamb, my Lord, and Savior. This morning I enter the Holy Place as I draw 
near Your throne knowing I will receive mercy and grace in my time of  need. 

Psalm 19
If  you have read Psalm 119 and wished for the Cliff's Notes, welcome to Psalm 19. 

David begins this Psalm by declaring God's creation speaks. Notice in the first six verses, David's 
choice of  words to describe the world in which we live: declare, proclaim, speech, and voice. As 
one who loves to be outside, I agree with David. The creation loudly proclaims a great God who is 
the designer, artist, producer, and director of  the greatest show on earth.  

I love the mornings on our back porch as the moon begins to set and the morning star rises to 
proclaim the coming of  the sun. The sky becomes a fantastic canvass of  color, announcing the new 
day. I am blessed to not only see the magnificence of  the creation but to hear it. The chirping of  
the birds, turkeys gobbling to each other in the pasture, the neighbor's rooster letting everyone 
know it is time to get up, and even the dogs telling me it is time for breakfast. I am a blessed man to 
see God's splendor announced on a daily basis. David says not only is the creation splendid—so is 
God's instruction, law, testimony, precepts, commandment, and rules. They are of  more value than 
gold and sweeter than honey. They offer both warning and reward. It is through His instruction I 
can know my errors and faults. They will keep me from sin and protect me from transgression. 

O LORD, my rock and my redeemer, let the words of  my mouth and the meditation of  my heart 
be as splendid as Your creation and instruction.  
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April 13 
LEVITICUS 17, PSALM 20-21, PROVERBS 31, 1 TIMOTHY 2

Psalm 20-21
Biblical scholars tell us David wrote Psalm 20 for the people of  Israel to pray as the nation 
prepared for battle. They were interceding for the king, asking for his success against the enemies 
of  Israel. Psalm 21 was the prayer of  celebration for the answer. 

As I read this morning, Psalm 20 struck me as a perfect prayer for believers to pray for each other. 
Look at the request the intercessor makes: 1) May the LORD answer you in the day of  trouble; 2) 
protect you; 3) send you help; 4) give you support; 5) remember your offerings; 6) regard with favor 
your sacrifices; 7) grant your heart's desire; and 8) fulfill all your plans. 

Wouldn't it encourage you know your brothers and sisters in Christ are praying this for you 
regularly? Don't you think they would desire the same from you? Can you imagine them placing 
your name in Psalm 21:7 in place of  "the king"? Wouldn't you rejoice knowing there were those 
praying, "For (your name) trusts in the LORD, and through the steadfast love of  the Most High 
(he/she) shall not be moved"? I know I would! 

In the same vein, don't you know our Father would love to hear His children's prayer of  gratitude 
exemplified in Psalm 21?  "O LORD, in your strength I rejoice and in your salvation, I greatly 
exult! You are the One who provides our heart's desire and have not withheld the request of  our 
lips." Do we respond to answered prayer for ourselves and others with such praise and worship?  

Father, may your children faithfully pray for each other. Thank You for the example of  Psalm 20 
and 21. 

1 Timothy 2:1-6
It is gratifying when God's Word comes together, so I see and comprehend. At times I must admit 
to being surprised at how the Holy Spirit connects Scripture as I read. 

As stated, Psalm 20 is an intercessory prayer for King David. Here, in 1 Timothy, Paul says I 
should make supplication, prayer, intercession, and thanksgiving for all people. He mentions 
explicitly kings and all who are in high positions. The reason to pray for those in leadership is so 
we may lead peaceful and quiet lives, which are godly and dignified. Our prayer for others should 
be for salvation, that they might come to the knowledge of  the Truth. It is almost as if  the Holy 
Spirit knows I need to be told the same thing over and over, to be reminded again and again.  

In Leviticus 17 I wrote this note just to myself, "The LORD required all sacrifices be made to Him 
at the tabernacle by the priest. Previously, God used Moses as an intermediary; now He would use 
the priest." Then, in 1 Timothy, the Holy Spirit reminds me of  the true mediator, Christ Jesus.  

Holy Spirit, thank You. You are the Great Revealer. Please show me the One True God. May I 
have eyes to see Him as You reveal Him through the Word.  
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April 14 
LEVITICUS 18, PSALM 22, ECCLESIASTES 1, 1 TIMOTHY 3

Leviticus 18:1-5
God was beginning a new community; He would be their God, and they would be His 
people. Because of  this new relationship, they were to be different, not like the Egyptians and 
Canaanites. In Exodus 19:8, at Mount Sinai, the people said, "All that the LORD has spoken we 
will do." Most of  Leviticus is God telling the Israelites how they were to be different, just like the 
New Testament tells me as a disciple of  Christ Jesus how I am to be different. How different am I 
supposed to be? I am to be holy. Anything set apart uniquely and individually for God's exclusive 
use is holy. How diligently am I setting myself  apart for His holy purpose? 

Psalm 22
How appropriate for a Good Friday reading (as originally written in 2017)! Is God's timing perfect 
or what? (Galatians 4:4-6) 

Psalm 22 is a messianic prophecy fulfilled in the crucifixion of  Jesus.  It would be worthwhile to 
read Matthew 27:31-50, Mark 15:20-37, Luke 23:26-46, and John 19:16-30 for each of  the four 
Gospel's account of  that period of  time.  

The first 21 verses are divided between events of  the crucifixion and Jesus reminding Himself  of  
all that is true of  His Father. Notice how verses 3, 9, and 19 begin with, "Yet, you", and "But 
you." It is true God had forsaken Him, "Yet, you are holy." It is true the people scorned, despised, 
mocked, and wagged their heads at Him, "Yet you are he." It is true bulls, lions, and dogs surround 
Him. He is poured out. His bones are out of  joint. His heart melts. His strength is dried up. They 
have pierced His hands and feet. They have cast lots for His clothing, "But you, O LORD." All 
that was inflicted upon Jesus while on the cross was true and real, but more certain and sure was 
His trust in His God and LORD.  

The last sentence of  verse 21 is the turning point of  the Psalm. Notice the change in tense between 
the first sentence and the second sentence. The present tense is used in "Save me from the mouth 
of  the lion," while the past tense is found in, "You have rescued me from the horns of  the wild 
oxen!" 

Based on His trust in the LORD His God, the rescued/risen Christ Jesus will tell of  Your name to 
His brothers, the great congregation! Notice Jesus' description of  His brothers, the great 
congregation: "You who fear the LORD” (v. 23), all of  you who "stand in awe of  him" (v. 23), 
"those who fear him" (v. 25), "those who seek him" (v. 26), all "who remember and turn to the 
LORD" (v. 27), all who "worship before you" (v. 27), all who "before him shall bow" (v. 29), "they 
shall come and proclaim his righteousness" (v. 31).  

Jesus' last words from the cross were, "It is finished" (John 19:30). The last words of  Psalm 22 are: 
"He has done it." The Spirit of  the Living God, speaking through David, foretold the events of  
Good Friday from "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" to "It is finished."  

Just as Peter said in Acts 2:23, "This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of  God, you crucified and killed by the hands of  lawless men. God raised him up, 
loosing the pangs of  death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it." 

What could I add except: HALLELUJAH! PRAISE TO THE FATHER AND THE SON AND 
THE HOLY SPIRIT!  
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April 15 
LEVITICUS 19, PSALM 23-24, ECCLESIASTES 2, 1 TIMOTHY 4

Ecclesiastes 2:17
"So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is vanity and a striving after wind." 

"So I hated life!" Can you believe those words would come from a person who had everything the 
world could offer? Look at how Solomon describes himself: He was King, with great wisdom, 
wealth, and possessions. Solomon had all the world offered, anything he wanted he had, yet, after 
trying it, Solomon found it wanting. He saw life under the sun grievous as if  chasing the wind. 

It would seem a lesson should be learned from Solomon's life. The result of  Solomon's quest for 
life was the opposite of  what it promised. How could he find it wanting when what is promised is 
fulfillment?  

The "god of  this world" is a liar and deceiver, so we should not be surprised to find what the world 
offers to be false. Jesus asked the questions in Mark 8:36-37, "For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul?" In verse 35, 
Jesus promised if  a man loses his life for His sake and the gospel's, he will save it.  

The choice seems clear - spend your life, like Solomon, pursuing this world with the eventual 
disillusionment, or lose your life for Jesus' sake and gain eternity with Him. I love Jesus' description 
in John 10:10, "The thief  comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly." 

1 Timothy 4:1-16
"Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful 
spirits and teachings of  demons, through the insincerity of  liars whose consciences are seared." (1 Timothy 4:1-2) 

Paul begins this passage with this dire warning.  It is not his opinion or observation - the Spirit 
clearly warns of  this truth. Therefore, Paul gives Timothy explicit instructions on how to save 
himself  and those who will listen to him. Paul's teaching is a series of  commands that flow from the 
premise of  training yourself  in godliness, in the words of  the faith and sound doctrine, not the 
foolishness of  those who abandon the faith. 

Because of  his hope in the living God, Timothy is to live a life that is an example to other believers, 
even though he may be younger than some of  them. Paul encourages Timothy to devote himself  
to the public reading of  Scripture, to exhortation, and teaching. Paul is comparing Timothy's 
devotion to the devotion of  those who depart the faith. Paul used the same Greek word for devote 
in the previous chapter. In describing the character of  a deacon in 1 Timothy 3:8, Paul says he 
should not be addicted to much wine. The word addicted is the same Greek word as devoted. So 
what Paul is telling Timothy is significantly more than occasionally reading, exhorting, and 
teaching Scripture.  Just as an addiction becomes a person's life, so too, Timothy's life is to be 
instructing himself  and others in Scripture - the Word of  faith.  

Lord Jesus, be my good Shepherd and lead me into the green pastures of  Your Word and cause me 
to lie down beside the rivers of  its comfort. May I live the life Paul encouraged Timothy to live. 
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April 16 
LEVITICUS 20, PSALM 25, ECCLESIASTES 3, 1 TIMOTHY 5

Leviticus 20:7-8
"Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. Keep my statutes and do them, I am the 
LORD who sanctifies you." 

The same Hebrew word is used twice in this passage. Verse seven translates it as "consecrate," 
while verse eight uses "sanctifies." The Hebrew word, qds, means to be set apart, consecrated, holy, 
and dedicated to service and loyalty to God. So the people of  Israel were to set themselves apart 
for service to God because He has set them apart for service to Himself.  

The LORD, the God of  Israel, also commands the people to be holy. The Hebrew word translated 
as holy is qados, which means sacred, being unique, pure in the sense of  superior moral qualities, 
and possessing specific essential divine attributes in contrast with what is human.  

Roy's translation of  Leviticus 20:7-8: God commands the Israelites to set themselves apart and be 
like Him by keeping His instruction because He is the One who sets them apart. 

As a follower of  Jesus Christ the LORD, it seems the question for me is, how do I set myself  apart 
to be holy like Him since He has already set me apart for that purpose? God's sovereignty and 
Roy's responsibility!  

Is that what Jesus meant when He said: “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” in Matthew 5:48?  

My God and Father, thank You for setting me apart for Yourself  before the foundation of  the 
world. I want to live my life in a manner worthy of  Your call. Holy Spirit, may I never cause You 
grief  or quench Your activity in my life. May I be quick to consecrate myself  as You are to sanctify 
me. LORD Jesus, I know this is possible only in and through You. Thank You.  

Psalm 25:1-22
In Leviticus 20:7-8, I asked the question, "How do I set myself  apart to be holy like God?" Ask the 
question, get the answer. David must have thought through the same issue because this Psalm sure 
lays out an excellent roadmap for holiness. 

Psalm 25:1-2 in the NLT says, "O LORD, I give my life to you. I trust in you, my God!" David has 
shown me the first step in my pursuit of  holiness: I must trust God with my whole life. David's 
second step is to ask God to teach him. Makes total sense! How will I know holiness if  the only 
Holy One does not instruct me?As David contemplates what he is asking of  God, he becomes 
acutely aware of  his own sin. Step three is to be quick to acknowledge sin and humbling myself  
knowing and resting in God's steadfast love and faithfulness. Finally, I must keep my eyes always on 
the LORD, for He alone can save me.  

LORD God, like David, I desire Your friendship.  Thank You for setting me apart for Your 
service. I want to be holy, but I realize my attempt will always fall short. Christ Jesus, thank You for 
successfully living a holy life and covering me in Your holiness. You are not only my example; You 
are my Lord and Savior who died and rose again. Thank You for paying the penalty for my sins 
which are many. I want my life to be an offering of  thankfulness for what You have done for me.  
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April 17 
LEVITICUS 21, PSALM 26-27, ECCLESIASTES 4, 1 TIMOTHY 6

Psalm 27:1-14
Reading Psalm 27 calls to mind John 14. So much of  what David prays, Jesus assures to those who 
follow him. For example, compare the first three verses of  Psalm 27 to John 14:1 and 27. David 
proclaims he has no reason to fear because the LORD is his light and salvation.  Jesus tells his 
disciples not to be afraid; just as God is trustworthy, so is He. Additionally, He has given them His 
peace.  

In Psalm 27:4-6, David expresses his desire to dwell in the house of  the Lord forever. In John 
14:16-17, Jesus' promises are beyond what David requests. Jesus gives the Spirit of  Truth to dwell 
with you and be in you. In verse 23, the Father and the Son will make their home with you. 
Instead of  David dwelling in the house of  the Lord, the Lord says, I will dwell in you and make 
Myself  known to you. 

Psalm 27:7-10 is David's request for the LORD to hear and answer his prayer. Jesus, in John 
14:13-14 says whatever you ask in His name, He will do.  

In Psalm 27:11 David asks the LORD to teach him how to live. In John 14:26, Jesus promises the 
Holy Spirit will teach believers all things.  

Psalm 27:13 is David's expression of  confidence he will see the LORD's goodness while he lives. In 
John 14:21, Jesus says those who love him will be loved by the Father and He will make Himself  
known to the one who keeps His commandments. In John 14:7, Jesus tells His followers, "since you 
have seen Me, you have seen the Father." 

O, LORD, it is true! No eye has seen nor ear heard nor the heart of  man imagined what God has 
prepared for those who love Him. All the promises of  God are yes in Jesus. That is why I say Amen 
to God for His glory. 

1 Timothy 6:6-12
When I read, "godliness with contentment is great gain," I think of  Solomon's view of  life in 
Ecclesiastes. What a contrast; vanity versus great gain. 

Solomon and Paul agree about taking nothing with you when you leave this world. Solomon's 
concern is the fact that all you toiled for goes to someone else, while Paul seems content in the fact 
that we bring nothing in and take nothing out.  

We know Solomon wandered from the faith (1 Kings 11:4-6), but Paul encourages Timothy to fight 
the good fight of  faith and take hold of  eternal life. Paul and Solomon's lives are a glaring contrast; 
one an apparent wandering vagabond, the other a king; one who learned to be content in all 
things, the other always searching; one encouraging godliness, the other seeking other gods. 

Blessed and only Sovereign, the King of  kings and Lord of  lords, may I be content where you have 
me. I want to be one who fights the good fight of  faith. Please teach me to take hold of  eternal life. 
May I see the pleasures of  this world as vanity and life in You as the only abundant life.  
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April 18 
LEVITICUS 22, PSALM 28-29, ECCLESIASTES 5, 2 TIMOTHY 1 

Leviticus 22:31-33
Reading through Leviticus, it is impossible to miss how many times God says, "I am the LORD." 
He uses that exact statement 49 times. The majority (30) are in chapters 19-22. Chapter 19 begins 
with, "You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy." In these last three verses of  chapter 
22, the LORD reminds the people of  three things: 1. keep my commandments; 2. I am the One 
who set you apart; and 3. I am the One who delivered you from slavery in Egypt. He wants them 
to remember who He is, what He has done for them and therefore their appropriate response. The 
instruction given to the Israelites of  how they are to live "sanctified" lives is a constant reminder of  
their holy God, who is the LORD.  

Don't you think that is still a significant problem even for believers? Do you, too, need a constant 
reminder of  who the LORD is, what He has done for you and your appropriate response? After all 
these years, I am embarrassed to admit, I do.  

For me, spending time each day allowing the LORD to speak to me through His Word and 
responding in prayer is the best reminder. A few years ago, a group of  ladies I know wore blue 
bracelets on their wrists as a regular reminder. What do you do as a constant reminder to live "set 
apart" for the LORD, who is a holy God?  

LORD God, forgive me for getting busy with my life, forgetting it is no longer mine but Yours. Just 
as You brought the Israelites out of  slavery, You redeemed me from bondage to sin. Thank You. 
Holy Spirit, even with the various methods I use to remember the LORD my God, you know how 
quickly I can become my own lord. Please be the constant reminder for me. Never let me stray too 
far for too long.  

2 Timothy 1:2-7 
Paul is reminding Timothy of  his spiritual heritage in this passage. He begins by calling Timothy 
"my beloved child." We know Paul was referring to himself  as Timothy's spiritual father. In 1 
Corinthians 4:17, Paul describes Timothy as his "beloved and faithful child in the 
Lord."  Philippians 2:22 says as a son with a father, Timothy has served with Paul in the 
gospel. Paul also reminds Timothy of  the sincere faith of  his mother and grandmother. 

I presume it is a common inclination to want to know your family history and where they came 
from. I don't often hear believers discussing their spiritual heritage though. In the Old Testament, 
God is regularly referred to based upon His relationship to the patriarchs of  the faith. How often 
do you see God described as the God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?  

I have wondered about my spiritual heritage. Fortunately, I have some knowledge of  my family's 
sincere faith. My sister has our maternal grandfather's Bible with notes from the last Wednesday 
night prayer meeting he taught, before being killed three days later in a farming accident. The 
passage he taught from was 2 Timothy 4:6-8. We also have letters our father wrote discussing his 
faith with one of  his brothers. I have an aunt who always turns the conversation to Jesus every time 
we visit. I want my call to strengthen her spirit, but I am always the one encouraged.  

Father, thank You for the examples of  faith in my family. I know that ultimately it is Your grace 
since You are the Father of  all who believe. You have been so gracious to me, not only with my 
direct family but through relationships similar to that between Paul and Timothy's. I am blessed 
because You have placed so many faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in my life.  
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April 19 
LEVITICUS 23, PSALM 30, ECCLESIASTES 6, 2 TIMOTHY 2

Psalm 30:1-12
As I read Psalm 30, verse six seems out of  place. David is praising and thanking the LORD God 
for saving and restoring his life. Even though He was angry for a moment, He has restored David's 
joy. Then, seemingly out of  the blue, David says, "As for me, I said in my prosperity, 'I shall not be 
moved.'" When I struggle with passages like this, I read other translations to help my 
understanding.  

New Living Translation - "When I was prosperous, I said, Nothing can stop me now!' Your favor, 
O LORD, made me as secure as a mountain. Then you turned away from me, and I was 
shattered." 

The Message - "When things were going great I crowed, 'I've got it made. I'm GOD's favorite. He 
made me king of  the mountain,' Then you looked the other way and I fell to pieces." 

These two translations hit me like a hammer. I, too, have thought I was unmovable when 
everything was going my way. I was secure in my prosperity. Only to have the LORD hide His face 
from me.  

Then I understood Psalm 30. Of  course, David was rejoicing and thanking the LORD. Yes, God 
had been angry for a moment because of  David's prideful assumptions. But when he cried out to 
the LORD for mercy and forgiveness, his joy was restored. God has replaced mourning with 
dancing and sackcloth for gladness.  

LORD God, I make wrong assumptions all the time about what causes my wellbeing. Forgive me. 
You alone are unmovable and unchangeable. You are my Rock and Salvation. 

2 Timothy 2:7
"Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding." 

Have you dealt with a child who so desperately wanted something they became an annoyance to 
everyone around? Experience has taught me the quickest solution to the problem is to distract the 
child with something immediately tangible. If  you can just get the child to think of  something else, 
the desire that seemed so important just minutes before is gone. 

As a believer have you ever heard a sermon, read a passage of  scripture, or had a conversation 
about the kingdom of  God and wanted a more in-depth understanding? Did you think, “When I 
have the time, I am going to pursue that subject more in depth?" I know I have. Unfortunately, like 
the child, I can be easily distracted. Something new comes along that catches my attention, and my 
previous plan to pursue the things of  God is forgotten. 

We live in a time of  constant distraction. I have often thought living in an earlier time with fewer 
diversions would have been a blessing.  

God blessed me years ago by allowing me a lot of  alone time. Ranching is often a singular 
experience. For years, my daily routine was to be going well before sun up to study God's word and 
then spend my day primarily by myself. This life allowed me undistracted time to think, pray, and 
study on what I had spent my early morning reading. I realize now how blessed I have been to be 
removed from the typical daily distractions. 

Since not everyone has the benefit of  that much alone time, how do you have time to follow Paul's 
instruction to Timothy to "think over what I say"?  I don't have the individual answer to your 
specific situation, but just like you, I know the One who does. 
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Lord God, Abba Father, I pray for all those who desire to obey Paul's command to think about 
what You say, knowing You will give them understanding. Please show them how to have 
undistracted time with You. Lord, we confess to being quickly drawn away from what we know to 
be of  eternal value to tend to an immediate distraction. Holy Spirit, You are the one who will 
teach us all things, so please teach us how to be alone with You, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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April 20 
LEVITICUS 24, PSALM 31, ECCLESIASTES 7, 2 TIMOTHY 3

Leviticus 24:15-16
It is obvious the LORD God assigned great value to His Name. Do I honor and value the Name 
of  my God as highly as He does?  

Exodus 20:7 says, "You shall not take the name of  the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain." The significance of  God's name is so 
important; He stipulated to the Israelites the necessity to honor and protect His name as a priority 
as they lived before Him. It is the third commandment. 

When asked by the disciples to teach them to pray, Jesus began His model prayer with, "Our 
Father in heaven, holy be your name". Jesus wanted us to know when we address God as Father we 
must recognize the supremacy of  the Name (Matthew 6:9). It is apparent the manner in which we 
treat God's name reveals what we think of  Him. 

Remembering the Jews being unwilling to speak or write the name of  the LORD for fear of  
blaspheming, concerns me how far removed from that standard we have slid. To hear, "O, my 
God" or "OMG" to express surprise is so common today, little children even use it without any 
awareness. 

How sensitive am I to God's Name being demeaned, debased, or degraded? I don't use His Name 
as a curse, but how do I respond when others do? Does it make me cringe? Is there righteous 
anger? Do I fear for their well-being? How many times a day do I hear my LORD and Savior's 
Name dragged through the mud? Have I become so desensitized it doesn't affect me at all? 

Holy God and Father, forgive me for not exalting the Name as You require. I must honor the 
Name to praise and glorify You as You are worthy. Holy Spirit, please make me hyper-sensitive to 
the use of  my Lord and God's Name. Teach me how and when to respond in a manner which 
glorifies You when the Name is being diminished. 

Ecclesiastes 7:10
"Say not, 'Why were the former days better than these?' For it is not from wisdom that you ask this."  

I must confess my guilt in asking this question. It is very easy for me to remember the "good old 
days" and wonder what has gone wrong. By doing this, I fail to filter my thoughts through the 
Word of  God. I know, "the wickedness of  man was great on the earth, and that every intention of  
the thoughts of  his heart was only evil continually." (Genesis 6:5) "Just as it was in the days of  
Noah, so will it be in the days of  the Son of  Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying 
and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and 
destroyed them all." (Luke 17:26) 

Humanity, after the fall, has not changed except through the power of  God making new creations 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). When I idolize the "good old days," I fail to acknowledge the truth of  the 
world, but then, as I read 2 Timothy 3:1-5, I am reminded of  the evil in the world in which I live.  

Holy Spirit, thank You for coming in power to those new creations in Christ Jesus. You alone are 
the agent of  change in mankind.  I want to follow in the teaching, conduct, aim, faith, patience, 
love, and steadfastness of  Paul. Holy Spirit, please have Your way in me. May Your power be 
evident in the changed life I live. 
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April 21 
LEVITICUS 25, PSALM 32, ECCLESIASTES 8, 2 TIMOTHY 4

Leviticus 25:13
"In this year of  jubilee each of  you shall return to his property." 

The year of  jubilee has always fascinated me. The celebration is based on the understanding that 
both the Israelites and the land of  Israel belong to God. In verse 10, liberty is to be proclaimed 
throughout the nation with a loud trumpet blast declaring the start of  the year of  jubilee. Not only 
is this a year of  liberty and celebration, but a year of  redemption of  people and property. 

The first use of  the Hebrew word for jubilee is found in Exodus 19:13; "When the trumpet sounds 
a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain." The word trumpet is the same word jubilee 
found in Leviticus 25:13. The trumpets in Leviticus 25 remind me of  the expected trumpet blast to 
announce the coming of  our LORD Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4:16). Needless to say, the sound or 
blast of  the trumpet is mentioned most often in the New Testament in Revelation leading up to 
and upon Jesus' return. Just as both the people and the land of  Israel belonged to God so, too, does 
the earth and all its inhabitants. Therefore, much like the year of  jubilee's redemption, Jesus' 
return declares the redemption of  all that is His. 

We would unite our voice with the One who says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus. What a great declaration of  liberty being proclaimed throughout the land.  

2 Timothy 4:6-8
2 Timothy is the last of  the Apostle Paul's letters. According to Church tradition, Paul was 
beheaded not long after he wrote this letter to Timothy. 

In the previous verses, Paul charged Timothy to fulfill his ministry with a description of  what that 
entails. The inference is just as Paul has fulfilled his calling so, too, should Timothy. From this 
passage, Paul is aware the end of  his life is rapidly approaching. Verse six is a beautiful Old 
Testament metaphor for Paul's life being poured out as a drink offering.  

Isn't verse seven the prayer and desire of  all believers? May it be true of  each of  us, no matter our 
age, to say with Paul, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." 
"The crown of  righteousness...the LORD...will award to me"; what a great promise to base our life 
on! With that expectation before us, don't we want to fight the good fight, finish the race and keep 
the faith? Don't you look forward to His coming appearance? ARCC, my church home, closes 
each worship service with a responsive statement of  that desire. The speaker will declare 
"Maranatha!" and the congregation responds "He comes!" 

This passage has special meaning to me since my grandfather taught it on a Wednesday night just 
three days before his accidental death.  I doubt he knew how soon his crown of  righteousness 
would be awarded to him by his LORD. From all I have learned about him, 2 Timothy 4:6-8 was 
an appropriate benediction to his life. 

O, LORD Jesus, may this passage be my prayer and goal as I finish the course You have laid before 
me. 
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April 22 
LEVITICUS 26, PSALM 33, ECCLESIASTES 9, TITUS 1

Leviticus 26
God is serious about obedience, isn't He? What an awesome life is promised if  the people of  Israel 
simply obey God's instructions—prosperity and peace as He dwells with them, but disobedience 
will result in discipline, destruction, and death. He promises to punish their rebellion seven times 
over, be hostile toward them and ultimately abhor them. Even their offerings will no longer please 
Him.  

God's grace is so amazing because with Him there is always the "but" based upon His covenant; 
His unconditional promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. My favorite "but" is Ephesians 2:4, "But 
God, being rich in mercy, because of  the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ." O, the blessing of  being a child of  the 
promise (Galatians 4:23-29). How thankful I am God gave me a circumcised heart!  

God of  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Roy, Your loving kindness and faithfulness overwhelm. Thank 
You for the covenant of  promise through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and Savior. May joyful obedience 
overflow from the lives of  those who acknowledge You as their God.  

Psalm 33
How amazing is the continual flow of  Scripture! What an appropriate transition from Leviticus 26 
and rejoicing in the faithfulness of  the covenant-keeping God, to David who proclaims, "Shout for 
joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright. Give thanks to the LORD."  

This is the LORD, who by His word made the heavens and by the breath of  His mouth all their 
host (v. 6). Don't you marvel at the fact that the LORD, His Word, and His Breath (a description of  
the Spirit) all played their role in creation? Isaiah 40:26 (NLT) describes what David is saying like 
this, "Look up into the heavens. Who created all the stars? He brings them out like an army, one 
after another, calling each by its name. Because of  his great power and incomparable strength, not 
a single one is missing."  

This is the LORD whose decisions endure forever. Men and nations scheme and plan, but His 
purpose stands. He is the One who looks down from heaven, where He sits on His throne and sees 
all.  

LORD God, why would I trust in anything or anyone but You? When I remember Your eye is on 
those who fear You, whose hope is in Your steadfast love, my soul and heart rejoice in You, my help 
and shield. My hope is in You. 

Titus 1 
Paul describes his purpose as a servant of  God and an apostle of  Jesus Christ proclaiming the 
Truth for the benefit of  God's elect. Paul then reminds Titus of  why he was left in Crete. Titus is to 
finish what Paul started by appointing men who can proclaim the Truth for the benefit of  God's 
elect.  

Paul gives a thorough description of  the character of  a man who God would call for this purpose 
in verses 6-9. The local church should be full of  men who meet the qualifications given in the first 
two verses because this is simply a description of  a godly man. Notice, however, the final detail of  
an elder's qualification in verse nine. This man must have a strong faith in the truthfulness and 
dependability of  the Word of  God so that, he can teach and correct based on God's instruction 
rather than the wisdom of  man.  

Why is that qualification so important? Because as he says in verse 10-11, there are MANY false 
and deceptive teachers. The Bible is full of  warnings concerning false teachers. Therefore, it is 
imperative an elder know God's Word and be able to speak and defend the truth.  
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Holy Spirit, please raise up men who, like Paul and Titus, proclaim the truth for the benefit of  the 
elect. Please protect them from the snares of  the enemy. Watch over and guard their families since 
we know they, too, are a target. 
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April 23 
LEVITICUS 27, PSALM 34, ECCLESIASTES 10, TITUS 2

Leviticus 27:30-32
"Every tithe of  the land, whether of  the seed of  the land or of  the fruit of  the trees, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the 
LORD." 

This is the first use of  the word tithe in the ESV. It is not, however, the first use of  the Hebrew 
word translated as tithe. The first use is in Genesis 14:20 when Abram gave a tenth of  everything 
to Melchizedek. Leviticus 27:32 also describes the tithe as a tenth.  

From my experience, tithing is always a sensitive subject within the Church. We should not be 
surprised because money is an emotional subject, both inside and outside the Church. From what I 
read, money is one of  two subjects that cause the most conflict in marriage. So, I will just give 
some verses for us all to contemplate.  

Exodus 35:21 - "And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit 
moved him, and brought the LORD's contribution." 

Deuteronomy 16:17 - "Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of  the LORD 
your God that he has given you." 

1 Chronicles 29:9 - "Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a whole 
heart they had offered freely to the LORD."  

Malachi 3:10 - "Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of  hosts, if  I will not open the window of  heaven for 
you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need."  

Matthew 6:19-21 - "...For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  

Matthew 23:23 - "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint...and have 
neglected the weightier matters...These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others." 

2 Corinthians 9:7 - "Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."  

Gracious and Good God, You are the Giver of  all I have. Everything I possess is from Your hand. 
May the way I handle my financial blessings bring glory to You. May Your people be as willing to 
support Your work as the Israelites who had to be told to stop bringing contributions for building 
the tabernacle in Exodus 36:6.  

Titus 2:9-10
Titus is to teach believers, whether young or old, to live a life that corresponds to biblical 
instruction.  Paul then adds bondservants to the list.  Interestingly, when Paul, James, and Peter 
describe themselves as a "servant" (Titus 1:1, James 1:1, 2 Peter 1:1), the same word is used in 
Titus 2:9 as bondservant. The Greek word doulos is translated bondservant, servant, and slave in 
the ESV. Doulos is someone completely under the control of  another, with an emphasis on their 
dependence upon the one in authority. Everything a "bondservant" does is to adorn the doctrine 
of  God, our Savior!  

So, bondservants are not just a socioeconomic class of  people. All followers of  Jesus Christ are to 
be bondservants. As believers, we are to submit to our Master in everything, and everything we do 
is to enhance the appearance of  our Savior's instruction.  
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The Greek word for "pilfer" is only used here and in Acts 5:2-3 which describes Ananias' action 
when he and Sapphira sold their property. The word is translated as "he kept back for himself." 
The word is used to describe a skimming operation.  

Reading this passage reminded me of  how I am to manage the financial resources God has 
provided. Paul's instruction adds insight. The manner in which I use financial resources is to be an 
adornment to God's teaching, not Roy's skimming off  the top of  God's blessing for himself.  

Father God, every good and perfect gift is from You. Forgive me for my selfishness in using Your 
gifts. I desire every aspect of  my life to glorify You. May that be especially true of  the financial 
blessings You have provided. 
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April 24 
NUMBERS 1, PSALM 35, ECCLESIASTES 11, TITUS 3

Psalm 35 
In the first five verses of  Psalm 35, David calls on the LORD to be a warrior. David asks God to 
prepare for battle by putting on His armor and gathering His weapons. David's request for the 
angel of  the LORD to pursue his enemies reminds me of  Joshua 5:13-15.  

Following Moses' death and the Israelites crossing into the Promised Land, Joshua had a strange 
encounter as he prepared for battle. Seeing a man with his sword drawn, Joshua asked, "Are you 
for us, or for our adversaries?" The man's response was, "No, but I am the commander of  the 
army of  the LORD." Joshua worshiped Him, and the Commander said, "Take off  your sandals 
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy."  

My first thought of  God is not as a warrior, yet, Scripture presents God, like David, as a Warrior 
King. Jesus describes Himself  as the strong man who defeats His fully armed enemy and carries off  
his possessions (Luke 11:21-22). What wouldn’t a king do to protect his kingdom and his people?  

After requesting God to save him, David presents his case. Without cause, the opposition is trying 
to destroy him (v. 7-12). They are repaying David's good with evil. When they were sick, he cared 
for them like family. He fasted and prayed for their well-being, but now they gleefully attack him. 
David has done as God commanded in Leviticus 19:18, he has loved his neighbor as himself. Now 
he is asking God to save and vindicate him. David did not take vengeance or revenge into his own 
hands but called upon the LORD for his salvation. When do you think David learned to have an 
utter dependence on the LORD? 

So when others are determined to harm me, I am to love and pray for them (Matthew 5:44), 
provide food and drink when they are hungry and thirsty (Proverbs 25:21), and bless and do good 
to them (Luke 6:27-28). At the same time, it is appropriate to cry out to my warrior Lord and King 
to contend, protect, and fight for me. My responsibility is obedience to God's commands and 
faithfully trust Him “who delights in the welfare of  his servant!"  

Christ Jesus, Suffering Servant, and Conquering King, as a recipient of  Your grace and mercy, I 
want to be an obedient subject of  Your kingdom. I desire my dependence upon You to be as 
complete as David's.  

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6
Solomon has spent a lot of  time telling his readers that they do not know the future. In these six 
verses he says, "you don't know" four times. Man does not know when disaster may strike, how a 
baby is formed, how God works, or what may prosper. But Solomon's instruction is don't let your 
lack of  foreknowledge cause you to lose hope and become disengaged with life. Instead, he advises 
us to continue to sow our seeds in different places. Don't allow the possibility of  failure to cause 
you to quit. I uniquely understand verses 4 and 6. Having farmed for a few years, I learned the 
weather is essential, but waiting for exactly the right time to plant and harvest ensures failure. 
Verse 6 hammers home the point to be diligent in sowing because we don't know which 
application will be productive.  

This instruction is relevant in so many situations, but I want to name just a few. Parents are sowing 
into their children's lives from start to finish. It may seem at times what they are planting is not 
sprouting, much less taking root and producing fruit. Then in the proper season, the evidence of  
years of  toil becomes visible. This example is also applicable for witnessing believers. The same 
questions and doubts arise. Fortunately, the Lord calls us just to sow or water faithfully because He 
is the One who gives the growth.  

Sovereign LORD God, You alone know the future. May our trust and hope in You be so complete 
we would never be paralyzed by fear of  failure. We want to be faithful in whatever situation You 
have us. 
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April 25 
NUMBERS 2, PSALM 36, ECCLESIASTES 12, PHILEMON

Psalm 36:1-12
Have you ever found yourself  in a discussion that sounded very much like the first four verses of  
Psalm 36? Maybe it was just a conversation with yourself. This conversation may be about an 
individual, a group or the world in general. It goes something like this: wicked to the core, selfish, 
deceitful, no good, foolish, and always looking to make trouble. Sometimes those observations can 
grow quite lengthy. 

David regularly discusses the godless with the LORD. He has no problem expressing his concern 
and outrage for them and their activities, but he quickly turns his thoughts away from the 
difficulties of  the world and to the blessings of  the LORD. 

Please note this Psalm has 12 verses. Of  the 12, four (maybe five if  you count verse 12) are 
expressions of  what is wrong, and 8 are expressions of  what is right, good and blessed. Are your 
conversations similar? One-third what is wrong and two-thirds what is worthy of  praise.  

Are you the one to turn the conversation to something like this:  LORD, love, faithfulness, 
righteousness, refuge, delight, and protection?  

Holy Spirit quickly remind us of  the Truth. May our conversations with others and ourselves be 
about what is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and worthy of  praise. 

Ecclesiastes 12:1-14
"The end of  the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of  
man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil." (Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14) 

Solomon's conclusion of  all his study and inquiry into life under the sun is fear God and keep His 
instruction because that is man's duty. Solomon begins Proverbs with the same conviction 
(Proverbs 1:7), so we should not be surprised at this final analysis.  

Before Solomon states this conclusion, he warns of  the need to reach this decision in your youth. 
His counsel is to remember your Creator before the infirmities of  old age occur. Solomon also 
reminds the reader of  the care and diligence he used in selecting the wisdom included in his 
writings. Interestingly, he attributes everything to one Shepherd. I must confess as I read Solomon's 
instruction, whether Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, or Song of  Solomon, I easily forget these are not 
Solomon's words, but the words of  God directed to Solomon by the Holy Spirit. 

The fear of  God and desire for obedience to Him is not common to man. Just as the words to 
Solomon are from the Holy Spirit, so is fear of  the Lord and a desire for obedience. Jeremiah 
32:38-41 contains many great promises the LORD made to His people. Verse 40 says, "I will put 
the fear of  me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me." It is the work of  the Holy Spirit to 
not only give new hearts, but to instill the desire for obedience.  

One True Shepherd, it is Your Word and instruction I want. Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit 
and all He has done and is doing to change me to both fear and obey You.  
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April 26 
NUMBERS 3, PSALM 37, SONG OF SOLOMON 1, HEBREWS 1

Hebrews 1:1-4
Have you ever been accused of  not listening? Carol was delighted when I got hearing aids. She 
wanted me to get them long before I was willing. I didn't need them (I thought), but by wearing 
them, I realized what I was missing, but I also knew my excuse for not hearing her would no longer 
be valid.  

Man's problem is not the lack of  God speaking but the lack of  hearing what God speaks. The 
writer of  Hebrews emphasizes the fact that God speaks. This letter begins with the declaration that 
God has spoken in many ways for a long time, but now, He has spoken by His Son, who is the 
perfect spokesman because He exemplifies His glory and expresses His character. 

Scripture begins with God speaking. Everything that exists God spoke into existence. In Psalm 19, 
David says the heavens declare the glory of  God and day to day pours out speech. Hebrews uses 
many passages from the Old Testament to confirm God was speaking. The Jewish leaders, even 
though they rejected Jesus, knew God had spoken through the prophets (John 9:29).  

God didn't only inspire them to speak. He gave them the words to say. Jesus in Matthew 10:20 
says, "For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of  your Father speaking through you." In 2 
Corinthians 13:3, Paul says Christ is speaking in him.  

Just as verse four says Jesus is superior to the angels, the rest of  Hebrews explains not only is the 
Son the unique, perfect spokesman but is superior in every way.  

Creator God, everything You do is right and perfect. Your speech, whether from Your Voice, Your 
creation, or Your prophets is perfect. We know the deficiency on man's part is hearing. Thank You 
for ears that hear. LORD Jesus, You are the perfect Prophet, Priest, and King. Thank You for Your 
Spirit, who teaches and speaks all things to those with ears to hear.  

Psalm 37:1-8
"Fret not yourself  because of  evildoers; be not envious of  wrongdoers!" (Psalm 37:1)  

Fret is not a word commonly used today. As a matter of  fact, it is not used very often in the ESV. It 
is used five times, three of  which are in Psalm 37. The other two are in Proverbs 21:19 and 24:19. 

The first use of  the Hebrew word translated fret is in Genesis 4:5 when Cain became very angry 
because God did not accept his offering. The primary use of  this word in Scripture relates to 
anger, jealousy, and wrath. 

After learning that, it changed the way I understood this passage. When I am upset, at whom am I 
ultimately angry? Since God is sovereign and not only has plans for me but directs my steps, must I 
not admit my anger is toward Him? I can attribute it to evildoers, but is that just a cop-out?  
Notice how David addresses my problem—David's focus is on the LORD. He instructs me to, 
"trust in the LORD," "befriend faithfulness," "delight yourself  in the LORD," "commit your way 
to the LORD," "trust in him," "be still before the LORD," and "wait patiently for him." 

In verse eight, David makes the point, "Refrain from anger and forsake wrath!" Then he uses the 
rest of  the Psalm to explain the distinct differences between those who look to the LORD and 
those who reject Him.  

LORD God forgive me for my attempt to justify my envy, anger, and disappointment by blaming 
the wicked who appear to benefit from their rejection of  You. I must admit my anger is at You for 
not dealing with them as I think you should. I also must confess my envy at what appears to be 
Your blessing them instead of  me. Holy Spirit, remind me of  the great blessing to those who look 
to the LORD. 
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April 27 
NUMBERS 4, PSALM 38, SONG OF SOLOMON 2, HEBREWS 2

Psalm 38:1-22
The vivid imagery David uses to describe his physical and mental state is overpowering. You can 
feel the depth of  his pain and anguish. Today, the diagnosis of  David's condition would be severe 
depression that would require hours of  psychoanalysis to determine the cause. David has no such 
thought. He attributes what is happening to God's discipline because of  his sin. He explicitly states 
that conclusion in verse 3.  

After several specific verses describing his affliction, David explains how others are responding to 
him. His friends and family are staying away because they do not know what to say or do. His 
adversary sees his weakness as a time of  opportunity to destroy him. He even characterizes himself  
as being unable to respond because he cannot hear or speak. 

Fortunately, David knows from whom the answer will come. He waits for the LORD trusting that 
He will answer. Notice David's confession of  his sin and iniquity in verse 18.  

Guilt for his rebellion against God's instruction is David's diagnosis of  his condition. As believers, 
we know not all illness, despair, and grief  is the result of  sin (John 9:1-3). However, we should 
honestly consider God's loving discipline during times of  suffering.  

LORD God, Abba Father, You love Your children enough to correct us. Holy Spirit, thank You for 
working through my conscience to convict and confront me in my sin. Jesus Christ, it is only 
because of  You, my guilt can be and was forgiven. I, like David, will acknowledge You as my only 
salvation.  

Song of Solomon 2:1-17
I think today's reading is such a great picture of  life. In Deuteronomy, I thought about how proud 
the Levites must have been to be set apart for the specific task of  caring for the tabernacle. But as I 
read the repetitive explanation of  their duties, I began to wonder how quickly their responsibility 
became mundane. Did it just become a job?  

Then in the Psalms, David's grief  and despair seemed never to end. It took him a long time to state 
his trust in God. But even then there is no evidence in the Psalm of  renewal and refreshment. (FYI 
- Psalm 39 continues along the same track. Hallelujah Psalm 40 is coming quickly.)  

You can't read the Song of  Solomon without getting caught up in the enjoyment, pleasure, and 
even ecstasy this couple feel for each other. She is a lily among thorns of  life to him. He is an apple 
tree among trees of  the forest to her. Talk about only having eyes for each other! Spring is here, 
and their minds turn to love. All they want is to see each other's lovely face; to hear the other's 
sweet voice. 

Father, thank You for the gift of  love. Thank You for those special people in our lives who bring 
enjoyment, pleasure, and ecstasy. They are a gift from Your hand. Thank You also for the variety 
of  life. May I rejoice in both the highs and lows for Your glory. 

Hebrews 2:9-10
Since we will be back to Hebrews 2 on November 7, I will not go into great detail, but it is 
impossible for me to not comment on Hebrews 2:9-10.  

To see Jesus crowned with glory and honor because of  suffering death, and, to be told, through 
suffering the perfect Son of  God became my perfect salvation, always causes me to stop.  

Christ Jesus my Lord, You are worthy of  all I am or ever will be. I commit my all to You. When I 
suffer in small ways for You may, I always rejoice.  
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April 28 
NUMBERS 5, PSALM 39, SONG OF SOLOMON 3, HEBREWS 3

Psalm 39:1-5
Have you ever felt like David as he describes himself  in the first three verses of  this Psalm? I have! 
If  my mother told me once, she told me a thousand times, "Don't say anything if  you can't say 
something good." My mother was an excellent example of  following her own advice. I wish I could 
say I followed her counsel through the years. Fortunately, one of  her children, her daughter, took 
her advice to heart.  

David's instruction is better than my mother's though. Notice the progression of  events: 1) He 
determined to not sin with his tongue, to muzzle his mouth. 2) He remained silent, but instead of  
peace, his distress increased. 3) His anger ignited a fire of  words. If  or when that happens to you, 
where are your words directed?Are they addressed as David's? He directs his words to the LORD. 
When he explodes with distress, instead of  taking his anger out on someone else, David turns his 
conversation to the LORD. Look at what He asks! LORD, remind me of  the fact that my life is 
nothing but a fleeting breath! 

LORD God, I, like David, have no desire to sin with my mouth. I know James says my tongue can 
start a wildfire, but I do not want to be that kind of  man. Please, Holy Spirit, reinforce my resolve 
to speak only words that build up, encourage, and comfort. Jesus, may Your words be my words. 

Hebrews 3:14
"For we have come to share in Christ, if  indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end." 

WARNING! PELIGROSO! WARNING! PELIGROSO! WARNING! 

As with each book of  the Bible, Hebrews addresses many kingdom topics, but the one that stands 
out is the warning against turning back—the encouragement to hold firm to the end. Jesus gave 
the same instruction in Luke 9:62, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
the kingdom of  God."  

After the incredible description of  Jesus as the Son of  God, the firstborn into the world whom all 
the angels worship, God who sits on His throne, the One appointed above all others, the 
unchanging One, and the eternal One, we are warned not to drift away, not to neglect such a great 
salvation. We see this pattern throughout Hebrews. The value and uniqueness of  Jesus are 
explained, followed by the admonition to pursue Him faithfully.  

We see that method used here in Hebrews 3. Can you imagine the position of  prominence Moses 
held for the Jews? He was their deliverer. He brought them out of  slavery to the edge of  the 
Promised Land. The writer of  Hebrews uses five verses to explain why Jesus is superior to Moses. 
Moses is just part of  the house Jesus built; Moses is a servant, Jesus is the Son.  

This chapter has three commands to encourage believers to hold firm. In verse 1, the holy brothers 
are commanded to "consider Jesus." Remember, Jesus is the One described in detail in Chapter 1. 
He is trustworthy because of  who He is. Verse twelve says, "take care brothers." Be on your guard, 
pay attention to your own heart. Be assured of  your position in Christ Jesus. Paul says the same 
thing in Philippians 2:12-13, "work out your salvation with fear and trembling." The last command 
in verse 13 says, "exhort one another." Urge, implore and encourage others who follow Jesus to 
persevere.  

Preeminent One, there is none like You. You are my perfect salvation. My Helper, please use Your 
Word to help and remind of  my need to always consider my LORD and Savior above all 
else. Make me like Barnabas, the encourager, for my brother and sisters who run the race with me. 

Tim Keller ended one of  His sermons with a very thought-provoking description of  Jesus titled, 
"Jesus, True and Better" 
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April 29 
NUMBERS 6, PSALM 40-41, SONG OF SOLOMON 4, HEBREWS 4

Numbers 6:1-21
The LORD provided a way for the people of  Israel to display their willingness to set themselves 
apart publicly for His use. The Nazirite vow was a promise to consecrate one's life to God for a 
fixed period. The vows were usually 30, 60, or 100 days. Numbers 6 describes the requirements 
the LORD gave to fulfill this time of  dedication.  Additionally, there were those set apart as 
Nazirites for life. Samson is the most recognizable (Judges 13-16). Judges 13:4-5 gives the details of  
Samson being a Nazirite. Scripture indicates Samuel (1 Samuel 1:11) and John the Baptist (Luke 
1:15) were also Nazirites for life. Interestingly, each of  the three men's parents set them apart with 
a vow before the child was born. An angel instructed both Samson's and John's parents to dedicate 
their sons for this purpose.  

The Nazirite vow was usually a grateful response to the blessing of  the LORD. One would set 
themselves apart from the ordinary flow of  life to praise God for His blessing.  In Deuteronomy 
33:16, Moses uniquely blesses Joseph by referring to him as, "a prince among his brother." The 
word "prince" is the same Hebrew word for Nazirite. It seems Moses described Joseph in this way 
because his separation from his brothers was a blessing since he became the savior of  his family.  

In describing the extent to which the Israelites had turned from God, Amos explains their 
treatment of  the Nazirites. Amos 2:11-12 says, "I raised up some of  your sons for prophets, and 
some of  your young men for Nazirites... But you made the Nazirites drink wine."  Paul's vow 
mentioned in Acts 18:18, and the one in 21:23-24 are quite likely Nazirite vows observed for a 
specific period of  time.  

Holy Father, You are the One who sets Your children apart in Christ Jesus. Lord Jesus, in You I 
have righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. In You, I am set apart for my God. May Your 
brothers and sisters live, without taking a Nazirite vow, like Nazirites acknowledging their many 
blessings. 

Hebrews 4:11-16
Using the Israelites who were delivered from Egypt as an example of  failure, Hebrews 3 and 4 
warns of  the possibility of  missing God's rest. The writer of  Hebrews stipulates they received the 
good news but failed to receive it by faith. Hebrews 4:11 says we should strive to enter God's rest, 
so as not to fail like the Israelites.  

For years, I found Hebrews 3:12 an unexpected surprise within the context of  these two chapters. 
Why does the writer change subjects so quickly? I was just figuring out the issue of  God's rest and 
my desperate need of  it when the discussion turns to the Bible. Why? 

Fortunately, the Helper is patient with those of  us who are slow but persistent. Of  course, the 
Israelites heard God's instruction. Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, (books we will 
read for four months) are the specific details of  God's Law. They never accepted it—they were 
unwilling to obey.  

Finally, it made perfect sense why the writer of  Hebrews went directly to the Bible in this context. 
What better source could I have to learn what it meant to enter His rest and how not to miss it? 
His word is alive and powerful. He will use His Word to dissect me, even my thoughts and desires. 
Since nothing I do is hidden from Him, He will use His Word to show me myself. The Bible is 
perfect to teach what is right and thereby reveal what is wrong with me. His instruction corrects 
and equips me to live this life of  rest in Him. I will one day give an account, just like those 
Israelites who died in the wilderness. I need to prepare myself  with His sharp sword. 

Jesus Christ, Son of  God, Great High Priest, You know my constant need of  Your grace. Thank 
You for sympathizing with my weakness. You understand my temptation. I will draw near to Your 
throne to receive grace and mercy. Thank You for the Bible to direct me to You and Your rest. 
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April 30 
NUMBERS 7, PSALM 42-43, SONG OF SOLOMON 5, HEBREWS 5

I highly suggest you begin today's devotion by listening to the song, "As The Deer Pants For The 
Water" 

Psalms 42-43
Psalms 42-43 strikes a deep chord within me. I am so easily distracted by the busyness of  life, but 
in those quiet moments, as my heart and mind turn only to the things of  God, this passage 
expresses what I desire. My soul longs for time with the ONE who is my salvation, my rock, and 
my God. There is a thirst for what He and He alone can and does provide, that nothing else 
satiates. 

Even the taunt, "Where is your God?" does not diminish my desire for the Blesser more than the 
blessing. Those who would ask that question may not see what they think is His blessing in my life, 
but I do. Even in the periods when my soul is downcast, I would hope only in God. I will praise my 
salvation and my God. 

God, my exceeding joy, O God, my God. Send your Light and Truth; lead me to Yourself. In You 
alone does my soul find satisfaction. 

Song of Solomon 5:2-6
God is referred to as "O Sovereign LORD, thou lover of  souls" in the Wisdom of  Solomon 10:26, 
(Apocrypha of  the Old Testament). This passage causes me to consider my response when the 
lover of  my soul calls. Am I like the bride in this passage? Am I already settled in and don't want to 
be disturbed? Even though I know He is knocking on my door, do I wait too long with my 
response. 

O Sovereign LORD, lover of  my soul, forgive me for my slow response. Thank You for pursuing 
me when I am hesitant to respond. Spirit of  Wisdom and Understanding, please stir within me a 
quick, appropriate response to the lover of  my soul. 

Hebrews 5:11-14
"About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of  hearing." (Hebrews 
5:11)  

Does this passage convict you as it does me? It troubles me to think the Holy Spirit is speaking 
through this letter and has much to say to me, but doesn't because I am dull when it comes to 
hearing spiritual things. 

The writer wrote this letter to a biblically astute audience. The amount and depth of  Old 
Testament scripture prove the point. He knows his readers already know much about the LORD 
and His Word. But, there are hard to explain issues he knows they are not prepared to hear. Just as 
he challenges them, he confronts us with our immaturity. Surely he is not saying we are still babies 
in Christ Jesus, is he? 

Founder and Perfecter of  my faith, maturity is my desire. Forgive me for accepting a diet of  milk. I 
want the solid food of  Your Word. I want to discern good from evil and be able to teach others. 
May my constant practice be based on Your Word of  righteousness. 
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May 1 
NUMBERS 8, PSALM 44, SONG OF SOLOMON 6, HEBREWS 6

Psalm 44
David's grandparents faithfully kept God's instruction to teach their children of  His deliverance. 
Exodus 13:14 says, "And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you 
shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of  Egypt, from the house of  
slavery.'" Deuteronomy 6:7 says, "You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of  
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise."  

I was curious how long they had been faithful. In Numbers 7:11, the first of  the twelve Israelite 
chiefs to bring the identical offering for the dedication of  the altar was Nahshon from the tribe of  
Judah. In Matthew 1:1-16, the lineage of  Jesus, Nahshon is listed. From Nahshon to David, five 
generations had faithfully told their children of  the LORD's deliverance. 

That seems like a long time. Then, Carol mentioned we could easily have five generations in our 
family. Carol's mother is still alive, and if  either of  our oldest grandchildren, who are 20 and 24, 
had a child, we would have five living generations. Just as David reaped the benefit of  his 
grandparent's faithfulness, I pray ours will, too. 

As I thought of  David's ancestors (Matthew 1:4-6), I realized what great stories his grandparents 
must have told him. One of  his grandfathers was one of  the two spies Joshua sent in to check out 
Jericho. One of  his grandmothers was a Moabite, who left everything to come to Israel. Wouldn't 
you love to hear their adventures? 

Notice that David recounts his forefathers sharing of  God's faithfulness, not the stories of  their 
lives. For eight verses, David reminds God of  all He accomplished with His hand, arm, and the 
light of  His face: "You are my King, O God; ordain salvation for Jacob!" David learned 
deliverance was from the LORD, not his bow or sword. His trust was in God, and his thanks were 
to His name. 

For the next eight verses, David reminds God, the One who delivered the Israelites by driving out 
nations and planted his forefathers, what He is doing to the children of  Israel now. Notice how 
many times David says "You." In verse 17, David says all this has happened to us, but we have not 
forgotten You, we have not broken Your covenant, our hearts and feet have not strayed. If  we had 
gone after other gods, You would know because You know the secrets of  our hearts. David's final 
description is of  the people as slaughtered sheep for His sake. After asking God why, David pleads 
with Him to redeem the people because of  His steadfast love.  

Psalm 44 appears to be dreadful, but look at what David is doing. He begins and ends in hope 
because of  who he knows God to be. May I always be as hopeful no matter the situation in which 
the LORD has me.  

Romans 8:36-37 contains one of  my favorite descriptions of  the Church. In verse 36 Paul quotes 
Psalm 44:22, "For your sake, we face death all day long; we are considered sheep to be 
slaughtered." Verse 37 says, "No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us." Roy's translation is: "It may appear we are just sheep for slaughter but in Christ Jesus 
who loves us, we are conquering sheep." Somewhat of  an oxymoron, but we who are in Christ are 
"Conquering Sheep."  

Father God, it is Your steadfast love that endures and plants Your children. May our generation be 
as Nahshon's generation, faithful to tell of  Your greatness. May our children's children and beyond 
know Your faithfulness because we persistently spoke of  Your excellence and greatness.  
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May 2 
NUMBERS 9, PSALM 45, SONG OF SOLOMON 7, HEBREWS 7

Numbers 9:18
Many years ago, a study entitled "Experiencing God" by Henry Blackaby was a great blessing for 
me. The premise of  the study is that man is capable of  any number of  activities that appear to be 
of  value, but there are actions only God can perform, which are definitely of  eternal value. 
Blackaby spends a significant portion of  the study examining God's activity through Scriptural 
events. The intent is to help the participants have eyes to see what God alone can do, so they may 
join Him in fulfilling His purpose. Blackaby acknowledges much we attempt in ministry appear to 
be a failure, but what God is doing always succeeds. Therefore, instead of  coming up with our 
ideas of  what we should be doing, why don't we watch and pray to see what God is already doing 
and join Him. Success is thus assured.  

If  envy weren't a sin, it sure would be easy to envy the Israelites, wouldn't it? It's so simple for them 
to see where God would have them; when the cloud moves, they move; when the cloud stays, they 
stay. They succeeded by following the cloud wherever He led. LORD, I desire to follow You. Please 
give me the eyes to see Your activity as quickly as the Israelites saw the movement of  the cloud.  

An excellent example is found in John 21:1-12. After Jesus' resurrection, seven of  the disciples 
decided to go fishing. After fishing all night and catching nothing, a man on the shore asks if  they 
had any success. After their negative response, he suggests they cast their net on the other side of  
the boat. By following his instruction, they catch a large quantity of  fish. At that point, John 
realizes the man is Jesus and tells Peter. Peter immediately swims to shore while the other disciples 
bring in the boat and their catch. When they get to shore, Jesus has a fire going with fish and bread 
prepared on it. Jesus instructs them to bring some of  their catch to add to the breakfast.  

In this event, Jesus had breakfast ready but asks them to join in by adding some of  the fish He had 
just provided for them. In Ephesians 2:10, Paul tells us God has prepared good works for us to be 
doing. Just as Jesus prepared breakfast for the disciples, God has prepared what He would have us 
do. Our responsibility is to join Him in His activity, using the gifts He has placed in our care. 

Spirit of  Counsel, we desire Your direction. You always accomplish Your plan and purpose. We 
want to see Your action in the world so we may join You. Please give us eyes to see those good 
works You have already prepared and a joyful willingness to dive into where You are working.  

Psalm 45:1-17
Isn't this Psalm magnificent! Doesn't this love song by the sons of  Korah remind you of  the Song 
of  Solomon? Who but the Holy Spirit could tie the romance of  the Song of  Solomon together 
with Hebrews? 

Look at the passage from this Psalm (verses 6-7) the writer of  Hebrews uses (Hebrews 1:8-9). How 
many of  the descriptions of  the lovers in Song of  Solomon are used in this Psalm?  

Spirit of  the Living God, You are the One who inspired and carried along each of  the authors of  
Your Book. Thank You for this unique Psalm that provides such an incredible linkage between two 
such distinctively different passages of  the Bible. 
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May 3 
NUMBERS 10, PSALM 46-47, SONG OF SOLOMON 8, HEBREWS 8

Psalm 46:1-11
"The LORD of  hosts is with us; the God of  Jacob is our fortress. Selah" (Psalm 46:7, 11) 

When Carol and I lived in McAllen, we decided to ride out Hurricane Gilbert on the advice of  a 
friend. Fortunately, the brunt of  the storm missed us. We did experience the calm in the middle of  
the storm, but the momentary lull was not sufficient for us to ever do that again.  

Psalm 46 speaks of  peace in the middle of  the storms of  life that surpasses the calm in the eye of  a 
hurricane. David begins this Psalm with his conclusion: God is our place of  security and help, 
always there to help in our time of  need. Because that is true, those who trust in Him have no 
reason to fear. Verses 2-3 describe nature in chaos. The ground gives way so that mountains slide 
into the depths of  the sea causing a tidal wave which crashes back against those mountains still 
standing. A dramatic description in which creation seems to come apart. 

Then David describes the place of  security in the eye of  the storm as the unmovable city of  God. 
There is a river in this city which brings gladness to the inhabitants. Ezekiel 47:1-12 provides an 
excellent description of  the river. It flows from the threshold of  the temple of  the LORD 
beginning as a small ankle-deep stream but expanding into a river necessary to swim. The river 
flows into the Dead Sea making it fresh and pure and producing life wherever it flows. Fruit trees 
grow along the banks that will be food, and the leaves will provide healing.  

Verse 6 declares that not only is nature in chaos but so, too, is mankind. Verses 7 and 11 are 
bookends for the rest of  Psalm 46: "The LORD of  hosts is with us; The God of  Jacob is our 
fortress. Selah." Some translations say the LORD of  Heaven's Armies rather than the LORD of  
hosts. The LORD, with His armies, will bring the strife of  mankind to a halt. He is the One who 
will cause the wars of  man to end by destroying man's weapons. The result of  this action is His 
exaltation by all the people on earth. The LORD commands us to be still and know that He alone 
is God before He is exalted.  

The Hebrew word Selah is a musical term which means to pause or be silent with the intention of  
exaltation. It seems the Holy Spirit is intent on us seeing the need to exalt the LORD in silence 
since He says the same thing in verses 7, 10, and 11. 

When chaos seems to be the norm in my life what does it mean to "Be still, and know I am God"? 
David's conclusion in verse 1 is the answer. God is my refuge and strength, in my trouble, He is 
present. Therefore, I will exalt His Name as I wait quietly, knowing full well He is my never-failing, 
ever-present help.  

LORD of  Heaven's Armies, as David says in Psalm 47, You are the great King over all the earth. I 
sing praise to You. I exalt You. Thank You for being my place of  security. Comforter, when all the 
world around me is trembling, stir me to rejoice in my Security.  
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May 4 
NUMBERS 11, PSALM 48, ISAIAH 1, HEBREWS 9

Numbers 11:1-35
While reading the Bible over the course of  several years, I have made many small comments to 
myself. Numbers 11 has several of  those I would like to share with you this morning. Some of  the 
quotes come from translations other than the ESV.  

Numbers 11:1 says, "Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of  the Lord, 
and when he heard them his anger was aroused." The LORD hears when I complain? Do my 
complaints arouse His anger? Does God consider my complaining as a sin against Him? Since 
God is the Sovereign LORD of  all creation, ultimately when I complain, am I in some way 
complaining about Him? I only complain about people or situations. Who has allowed or brought 
those people and situations into my life? 

Numbers 11:4-6 - Every time I read about the people fondly looking back at Egypt, I realize how 
easy it is for me to relive memories when I was a slave to sin. Their recall was twisted, thinking the 
food they had was free. They were slaves! How are my memories of  life before Christ Jesus twisted? 
At what cost did I live a life of  rebellion against God? What is the cost of  my current rebellion 
against God and His ways?  

Numbers 11:10-15 - I love the stories of  the lives of  the people in the Bible. God does not 
"whitewash" their lives. He shows His power through them. It is always the perfection of  Christ, 
not Roy. Thank You, Jesus. 

Numbers 11:17 - What a blessing! Moses, this amazing man of  God, has the Spirit "on him," while 
those who follow Christ after the day of  Pentecost have the Spirit "in them." 

Numbers 11:18-20 - I like quail, but to eat it for a month? 

H.L. Mencken is quoted as saying, "Democracy is the theory that the common people know what 
they want, and deserve to get it good and hard." I am not sure if  that is true or not, but that seems 
to be God's attitude toward the Israelites. They wanted meat, so He gave them meat and lots of  it. 
Have you ever wanted something desperately until God gave it to you good and hard?  

Numbers 11:23 - "Is the LORD's arm too short? You will now see whether or not what I say will 
come true for you." WOW! What a statement by the Creator of  the universe. Is He incapable of  
anything He desires to do? LORD if  there is an area of  my life where I act as if  Your arm is too 
short, please show it to me. I want to believe and never doubt or question You. 

Numbers 11:25-29 - "Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him and took some of  
the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders...I wish that all the LORD's people were 
prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!" A fulfilled desire, Moses' wish became 
Joel's prophecy in Joel 2:28-29 and was fulfilled in Acts 2:4, 17-18. As usual, God did more than 
Moses thought or asked. 

Isaiah 1 & Psalm 48
As you read today, compare the statements David and Isaiah make about Jerusalem. 

In Psalm 48, David describes Jerusalem as "the city of  God," "holy mountain," "beautiful in 
elevation," and the "joy of  all the earth." Isaiah says, "How the faithful city has become a whore, 
she who was full of  justice! Righteousness lodged in her, but now murders."  

There are several comparisons in these two passages worthy of  your consideration. What caused 
such a drastic change? How could a city change so dramatically in a few generations? 
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May 5 
NUMBERS 12-13, PSALM 49, ISAIAH 2, HEBREWS 10

Numbers 12
"Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of  the earth." (Numbers 12:3)  

Meekness is not a characteristic usually associated with leadership, much less the leader of  a nation 
of  well over a million people. The Hebrew word for meek is translated as humble, poor, and 
afflicted in the ESV. The word has a depth of  meaning: 1) humble in mind (gentle) or humble in 
circumstances (needy); 2) unpretentiousness, a quality of  sincere and straightforward behavior, 
suggesting a lack of  arrogance and pride; 3) lowly, pious, modest of  mind, preferring to bear 
injuries rather than return them.  

Moses had an affinity for those who were afflicted. As a young man, he came to the rescue of  the 
Israelite beaten by the Egyptian (Exodus 2:11-12), to the aid of  the Hebrew being beaten by his 
companion (Exodus 2:13-15), and the female shepherds mistreated by the male shepherds (Exodus 
2:16-17). His lack of  pride or arrogance was displayed when he expressed his unworthiness and 
inability to lead the people of  Israel out of  Egypt. In the event of  Numbers 12, Moses is not the 
one offended by Miriam and Aaron's accusations -- it is the LORD who defends Moses. Moses 
would have borne the insult.  

As we have seen from Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Hebrews, Moses is a unique figure in the 
history of  Israel. He is the only person in the Old Testament described as meek. So the description 
of  him being more humble than anyone else on earth is appropriate.  

The Hebrew word for meek is used only 19 times in the Old Testament primarily to describe an 
unnamed group for whom God has a special affinity. Psalm 25:9 is an excellent example of  this 
group: "He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way." Psalm 10:17 
expresses the LORD's concern for the afflicted, "O LORD, you hear the desire of  the afflicted; you 
will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear." The word is also used to describe the Messiah 
in Isaiah 11:1-5, "With righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek 
of  the earth." 

Needless to say, just as there was One wiser than Solomon, there is One more meek and humble 
than Moses. Jesus' description of  Himself  in Matthew 11:29 uses the same Hebrew word: "Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls." Jesus' action in Matthew 21:5 fulfills the prophecy of  Zechariah 9:9, "Say to the 
daughter of  Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of  a beast of  burden.'"  

King Jesus, just as Moses was an uncharacteristic leader because of  his humility, You are more so. 
King of  kings riding on a donkey colt, who would expect such a thing! The humility exhibited as 
You rode into Jerusalem on a donkey is minor when compared to the humility You displayed on 
the cross as the LORD of  all creation. Jesus forgive me of  my pride. How can I claim to be a 
follower of  You without exhibiting Your ever-present meekness, gentleness, and humility? You are 
the One willing to bear the injuries and insults. You are the Humble One. 
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May 6 
NUMBERS 14, PSALM 50, ISAIAH 3-4, HEBREWS 11

Hebrews 11
Yesterday, the last thing we read was, "'But my righteous one shall live by faith, and if  he shrinks 
back, my soul has no pleasure in him.' But we are not of  those who shrink back and are destroyed, 
but of  those who have faith and preserve their souls." (Hebrews 10:38-39) Then, today, the first 
thing we read is the Israelites saying, "Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?" (Numbers 
14:3) Later, in Numbers 14:43, Moses tells the Israelites, "Because you have turned back from 
following the LORD, the LORD will not be with you." Do you think the writer of  Hebrews knew 
Numbers 14 well? 

We have noted that Hebrews is warning the Jews who have accepted Jesus as the Messiah to not 
return to the old covenant of  the Law of  Moses but to continue in faith in Christ Jesus. In 1 
Corinthians 10:1-6, Paul says these events are examples for us, written for our instruction, "For I 
do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same 
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 
followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of  them God was not pleased, for 
they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things took place as examples for us, that we 
might not desire evil as they did." Jesus warned against turning back in Luke 9:62, "Jesus said to 
him, 'No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of  God.'" 

I know warnings are essential for all children, but so is encouragement. So today after reading 
Numbers, Psalms, and Isaiah, I rejoiced when I got to Hebrews 11. As a believer, do you 
understand this chapter to be your family tree? You should because they are! Do you see yourself  
as a descendant of  Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, and the rest of  those faithful in this 
passage? You should because you are! 

My father had eleven siblings. When I was young, his family had a reunion every summer. I always 
looked forward to those annual gatherings because they were so much fun. The people, who I 
rarely saw, were so loving. It was not until I was older that I realized the reason I was so accepted 
was because of  my father. Can you imagine the family reunion with those mentioned in Hebrews 
11? Our acceptance on that great day will be because of  our Father. 

Father, thank You for the encouragement of  these men and women of  faith. Thank You for the gift 
of  faith You gave me when You included me in Your family. I am looking forward to Your family 
reunion. Jesus, it is only because of  You this gathering will occur. I join my voice with my brothers 
and sisters and say, "Come, Lord Jesus come."  
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May 7 
NUMBERS 15, PSALM 51, ISAIAH 5, HEBREWS 12

Numbers 15:29-31
After stating the manner in which the people are to bring their offerings when they enter the land, 
the LORD makes a distinction between unintentional and "high hand" sin. Numbers 15:30-31 
says anyone who does anything with a high hand reviles or blasphemes the LORD by despising 
His Word and breaking His commandment.  

He places this discussion of  high-handed and unintentional sin between two specific examples of  
high-handedness. At the end of  Numbers 14, after being told the LORD would not be with them, 
the Israelites "presumed to go" to take the land for themselves without the ark of  the LORD or 
Moses going with them. Their action was an intentional rejection of  God's instruction. 
Additionally, in Numbers 15:32-36, the man willfully disobeyed God's command about the 
Sabbath and was utterly cut off. 

Hebrews 10:26-29 addresses high-handed, willful, intentional, presumptuous sin: "For if  we go on 
sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of  the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice 
for sins." After telling us to strive for holiness because without it, no one will see God, Hebrews 
12:14-17 describes Esau as "unholy." When he impulsively sold his birthright even though he later 
changed his mind, found no opportunity or place to repent.  

Isaiah 5 depicts the consequences of  willful sin with verses 18-19 giving a vivid example. The NLT 
says, "What sorrow for those who drag their sins behind them with ropes made of  lies, who drag 
wickedness behind them like a cart! They even mock God and say 'Hurry up and do something! 
We want to see what you can do.'" 

So my inevitable thought is, "O, NO! I, too, have willfully gone against what I know God's Word 
said when I did the exact opposite of  what He instructs. Have I committed the sin described as 
high-handed, willful, intentional and presumptuous?"  

Thank You, Lord, for your complete instruction. May Your Word direct my explanation of  "high-
handed" sin. Please, Holy Spirit, I know my words are not Yours, but please direct my thoughts 
and words to accomplish Your will. 

Reading 2 Samuel 11-12, David willfully sent for Bathsheba and willfully sent the message to Joab 
dictating her husband, Uriah's, fate. So, is this an intentional high-handed sin? 2 Samuel 12 
displays God's activity by sending Nathan to confront David concerning his sin and David's 
response. We are also blessed to have Psalm 32 and 51 to help us understand David's reaction and 
response. Psalm 32 describes David's physical and emotional state before his confession of  sin and 
after. Psalm 51 contains David's confession and declaration of  what God wants from those who 
rebel against Him.  

The LORD is not looking for a sin offering or a burnt offering even though the Law of  Moses 
required them. It is evident from Israel's state described in Isaiah 5 all the sin offerings and burnt 
offerings had not changed the people's heart. In Psalm 51:16-17, David describes true repentance, 
what God desires from those who rebel against Him, as a broken spirit, a broken and contrite 
heart. It's evident God did grant David's request for a clean heart and a right spirit. Therefore, we 
can say all high-handed sin is intentional, but all intentional sin is not high handed. 

LORD God, You are merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin, but 
You will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of  the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and fourth generation. LORD Jesus, You alone are the reason my 
iniquity, transgression, and sin, even intentional, is not justly accounted to me. How could I ever be 
thankful enough? May my life be a pleasing aroma of  the sacrifice of  a broken spirit, a broken and 
contrite heart. 
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May 8 
NUMBERS 16, PSALM 52-54, ISAIAH 6, HEBREWS 13

Numbers 16
Don't you find it interesting when Scripture provides God's evaluation of  an individual then 
compares it to other people's assessment of  the same person? The most memorable may be Job 
and his friends. God declares Job to be a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns 
from evil. Job's friends assumed he was anything but that. 
  
We have a similar situation with Moses and his "friends," Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Numbers 
12:3 just told us Moses was the meekest man on the face of  the earth, while they are accusing 
Moses of  exalting himself  above the entire nation. This makes me wonder how often my 
evaluation of  others is the opposite of  God's. 
  
Lord God, may I agree with You in all things. Please, may my evaluation of  people match Yours. I 
know from reading Hebrews 11 as You list the faithful, I tend to remember their weakness as I 
read, but You don't. I remember Abraham and Sarah and their relationship with Hagar, but You 
don't mention that. Thank You for seeing them and me through the righteousness of  Jesus Christ. 
May I do the same with Your children.  
  
I rejoice every time I read Numbers 16:5. The last sentence causes me to worship: "The one whom 
he chooses he will bring near to him." Isn't that exactly what Jesus says in John 6:37-40, "All that 
the Father gives me will come to me...I should lose nothing of  all that he has given me...everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes...should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day". WOO-WHOO!!  
  
Numbers 16:8-11 is an unsettling passage to me.  Is it not obvious to be discontent with your 
position in the service of  God is wrong—much less envious of  others because of  where God has 
placed them? Moses says God has brought these men near to himself, yet they are dissatisfied. In 
verse 11, Moses wants them to know they are grumbling against God not against Aaron. Numbers 
16:30 says these men weren't just envious or grumblers, but they despised the LORD. 
  
Don't the first five words of  verse 41 blow your mind? "But on the next day, all the congregation of  
the people of  Israel grumbled...". How quick we are to forget what the LORD says and does, but 
after what just happened, this is asinine. Moses truly loved the people of  Israel, didn't he? How 
many times did God threaten to destroy the entire nation of  Israel? It is the same number of  times 
Moses interceded for the people! 
  
In Ezekiel 22, a similar situation in the nation of  Israel occurs, but there was no one like Moses in 
that day. Ezekiel 22:30-31 says, "And I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall 
and stand in the breach before me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none. 
Therefore I have poured out my indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of  
my wrath. I will return their way upon their heads, declares the Lord GOD." 
  
In Romans 9:1-3, Paul expresses a similar concern for his "kinsmen according to the flesh." His 
concern for the nation of  Israel is so great that he says, "I could wish that I myself  were accursed 
and cut off  from Christ for the sake of  my brothers." Am I as concerned for the spiritual well-
being of  those in my life? 
  
Moses and Paul were exceptional men, but are we not all called to the same thing? Am I not to 
love my neighbor as myself ? What would be the proper response when I see the ones I love facing 
the wrath of  God? 
  
Lord GOD, Thank You for the true and better Moses and Paul. Your Son stepped into the breach 
for me. May I have the faith and courage to do the same for those you have given me. 

140

https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16,Psalm+52-54,Isaiah+6,Hebrews+13
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+12:3
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+12:3
https://www.esv.org/Hebrews+11
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16:5
https://www.esv.org/John+6:37-40
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16:8-11
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16:11
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16:30
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16:30
https://www.esv.org/Numbers+16:41
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+22
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+22:30-31
https://www.esv.org/Romans+9:1-3


May 9 
NUMBERS 17-18, PSALM 55, ISAIAH 7, JAMES 1

Numbers 17-18
"On the next day Moses went into the tent of  the testimony, and behold, the staff  of  Aaron for the house of  Levi had 
sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds." (Numbers 17:8)  

God proved His choice of  Aaron, who represented the tribe of  Levi, by taking something dead, a 
dried piece of  wood, and causing it to bear fruit. All those He has chosen experience a similar 
activity in their lives. He takes those who are dead in their trespasses and sin and makes them alive 
bearing the fruit of  repentance.  

The people's response to God's miracle was, “Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all 
undone. Everyone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of  the LORD, shall die. Are 
we all to perish?” (Numbers 17:12-13) What caused you to realize you were undone? How did God 
reveal Himself  as the only One who could keep you from perishing? Isaiah knew when he saw the 
LORD high and lifted up, sitting on a throne. His response in Isaiah 6:3 is, "Woe is me! For I am 
lost; for I am a man of  unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of  a people of  unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of  hosts!"  

Not only does God cause us to see our uncleanness, give us life and fruitfulness, He also provides a 
unique role for each of  us to fulfill, just as He did Aaron. "I give your priesthood as a 
gift." (Numbers 18:7) As believers, we too, have been given the service of  the priesthood. 1 Peter 
2:5 says, "you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." As a disciple of  
Christ Jesus, I am a member of  a holy priesthood, like Aaron and his sons. God gave me this role 
of  service to Him as a gift, which He characterizes as, "I am your portion and inheritance" in 
Numbers 18:20. My responsibility is to offer spiritual sacrifices to God through Christ Jesus. Peter 
helps us understand how to fulfill our role as priest in 1 Peter 2:9: "But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of  him who called you out of  darkness into his marvelous light." 

Abba Father, thank You for bringing Your children to the end of  themselves. You alone remove the 
veil with which Satan blinds us. You alone bring us to the point of  seeing our brokenness and justly 
deserved punishment. Your love is unfathomable. Lord Jesus, thank You for shining the light of  
Your Gospel into our heart, causing us to see You as our portion and inheritance. Holy Spirit, 
please use me to faithfully proclaim the excellencies of  Him who called me out of  darkness into to 
HIs marvelous light.  
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May 10 
NUMBERS 19, PSALM 56-57, ISAIAH 8:1-9:7, JAMES 2

Psalm 56-57
Has life been what you expected it to be when you were young? With all the possibilities that lay 
before you, did you see yourself  where you are now? I suspect most of  us need to stifle a foolish 
giggle at the thought. Realizing that fact makes it easier for me to empathize with David. Can you 
imagine his expectations of  what his life was to become?  
  
David is introduced to us in 1 Samuel 16. God had rejected Saul as king over Israel, so Samuel, 
who fulfilled the role of  priest, prophet, and judge, was sent by the LORD to anoint a new king. 
The LORD sent him to Jesse, using the ploy of  offering a sacrifice, because, "I have provided for 
myself  a king from among his sons." Jesse and his sons were invited to participate in the sacrifice 
with the intended purpose of  anointing one of  the sons as king of  Israel. Jesse did not include 
David in the group probably because of  his young age and his job of  watching the sheep. Samuel 
thought he knew who God would choose because of  stature and appearance, but God had other 
requirements. We do not know David's exact age when the LORD had Samuel anoint him king of  
Israel, but he was apparently young. 
  
Can you imagine what young David thought his life would be? I doubt it included the events 
leading to his prayers in Psalm 56-57. According to the title, 1 Samuel 21:10-15 is the basis for 
Psalm 56 and 1 Samuel 24:1-15 for Psalm 57. In both events, David is running for his life. Even 
though the LORD had chosen him and Samuel had anointed him, David was not yet king of  
Israel. Instead, Saul, the current king, was doing everything possible to kill David.  
  
With that context in mind, let's look at David's cry to God. In both Psalms, David begins by asking 
for God's grace and mercy. He also describes his enemies and their efforts to destroy him, but in 
each Psalm, the majority of  David's prayer is acknowledging that God is worthy of  praise. He 
declares God to be faithful, steadfast, trustworthy, the light of  life, and God Most High who fulfills 
his purpose for me.  
  
David doesn't ask why God is allowing this. Instead, with the touching statement in Psalm 56:8 
(NLT), "You keep track of  all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have 
recorded each in your book", David tells God "I know You know." Therefore, my trust, hope, and 
faith are in You.  
  
When it seemed the promise God made to David had not occurred, it would be easy for David to 
question God. With all the promises God has made to me, I am ashamed to admit when I'm going 
through trying times, my prayers are often "Why?"  
  
God Most High, who fulfills His purpose for me, forgive me for questioning You. I want to pattern 
my prayers after these of  David. I exalt You. I worship You. I praise You. You are steadfast. You 
are faithful. You are trustworthy. I sing praises to You and give thanks to You, O God, above the 
heavens. Let all the earth glory in You. When I struggle with life, I know You know. 
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May 11 
NUMBERS 20, PSALM 58-59, ISAIAH 9:8-10:4, JAMES 3

Psalm 58
How important is justice and injustice to the daily lives of  humanity? How important is it to 
disciples of  Jesus Christ? This morning while reading Psalm 58 and Isaiah 10, those questions 
came to mind.  

Justice is a big deal to God. In Matthew 23:23, Jesus describes it as the first component of  what he 
refers to as the "weightier matters of  the law." After calling the scribes and Pharisees hypocrites, 
Jesus grants that they properly tithe but rebukes them for having no concern for justice, mercy, and 
faithfulness. In Genesis 18:19, the LORD says the reason He chose Abraham was to keep his 
family in the "way of  the LORD."  He further describes the way of  the LORD as doing 
righteousness and justice. 

In Psalm 58:1, David's cry is for justice. He asks the question of  those with judicial authority if  
their decisions are just and right. Then, in the next verse, he answers his question. He attributes 
injustice to the wicked and asks God to destroy those who facilitate injustice. When God does, 
humanity will rejoice because they will know there is a God who judges the earth in righteousness.  

Isaiah 10:1-2 in the NLT says, "What sorrow awaits unjust judges and those who issue unfair laws. 
They deprive the poor of  justice and deny the rights of  the needy among my people."  

My Strength, it is easy to see injustice but not know how to correct it. As Your children, we ask for 
wisdom, courage, and Your strength to challenge injustice when we realize its existence. Thank 
You for not only being a just and fair judge but a merciful One also. 

James 3:1
"Not many of  you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness." 

As a teacher, this verse confronts me every time I read it. I know it is fair and equitable, but it still 
causes me to pause. Are the things I teach others true of  me? James has already told us not to be 
hearers only, but doers of  the word (James 1:22). By the lack of  harmony between our words and 
actions, we deceive ourselves. It seems teachers can add to their self-deception by teaching others 
without having learned for themselves.  
  
Paul discusses the same issue in Romans 2:17-24. In verse 21, he asks the question, "you then who 
teach others, do you not teach yourselves?" Paul concludes with a statement that should cause all 
believers to stop and evaluate their lives: "You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the 
law. For, as it is written, 'The name of  God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of  you.'" 
  
In Romans 2:24, Paul is saying when believers say one thing and then do another, we dishonor 
God. Because believer’s actions don’t match their words, unbelievers blaspheme God. Therefore, 
when someone holds himself  out as a teacher of  God's Word and fails to live what he teaches, it is 
fair and equitable for him to be judged by a stricter standard.  
  
James is applying the principle Jesus taught in Luke 12:47-48: "And that servant who knew his 
master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the 
one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to 
whom much was given, of  him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted 
much, they will demand the more." 
  
Since Jesus blessed the Church by giving her teachers, James isn't saying do not become a teacher. 
If  the Holy Spirit has gifted you to teach, teach faithfully to build up the body of  Christ (Ephesians 
4:10-12). Paul says if  anyone desires to be an elder in the Church that is an honorable task. He also 
makes the distinction between elders and deacons by saying an elder must be able to teach (1 
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Timothy 3:1-2). 
  
LORD Jesus, thank You for the gift of  apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds, and teachers. 
Holy Spirit, thank You for raising them up in the Church so we may be mature in the fullness of  
Christ. Please protect those You call to the task of  teaching the Father's children. May our lives 
prove the truthfulness of  Your Word. May we not only teach the Gospel of  Jesus Christ but live it!  
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May 12 
NUMBERS 21, PSALM 60-61, ISAIAH 10:5-34, JAMES 4

James 4:4-5
Don't you know the original readers of  James’ letter were shocked and startled when he suddenly 
calls them "you adulterous people"? Even though his message is full of  admonition and correction, 
up to this point, James has referred to his readers as brothers. After this sudden outburst, James 
continues to refer to them as brothers, but this statement must have jolted them. 

James makes this forceful declaration, much like an Old Testament prophet, to convict the readers 
of  living and acting like the world. By declaring that friendship with the world equals being an 
enemy of  God, James was forcing his readers to choose a side - the kingdom of  the world or the 
kingdom of  God. You can't serve two masters! Who are you going to trust? Upon whom will you 
depend? What is the basis of  your faith? 

For me, today's reading emphasized that point. In Numbers, life was for those willing to look at the 
bronze serpent on the pole, not looking to Egypt. In their rebellion, God disciplines the nation and 
offers salvation from what seems an unlikely source. How many people refused the offer? God is 
displaying Himself  as the only One worthy of  trust, even if  it appears strange to the world. 

In the Psalms, David describes what God did to get the nation's attention: rejected them, broke 
their defenses, made the ground shake, and caused them to stagger, but He also set up His banner, 
so the people will return and rally around Him. God is the place of  salvation because salvation 
from other men is vanity. He alone is the rock that is higher than I.  

In Isaiah, God proclaims Assyria to be an instrument in His hand, His rod and staff. So why would 
the Israelites and Judeans place any faith in a tool rather than the craftsman who uses it? The king 
of  Assyria boasts of  His strength and wisdom, but LORD of  hosts used the same analogy to 
compare the workman and the tool in verse 15. The "light of  Israel" uses those opposed to Him, as 
the king of  Assyria, to discipline His people so that they will return to Him. He always provides 
and protects a remnant who will return.  

So the problem James addresses is not new to the recipients of  his letter. Just like my forefathers, 
the question for me is, "Upon whom will I depend, trust, and serve?" Fortunately and 
unfortunately, I am old enough and have been foolish enough to have placed my faith and 
confidence in the things of  the world and learned the lesson James is teaching. Every decision is a 
constant choice. Does the decision I am making display the Spirit He has placed in me? Are the 
words of  my mouth appropriate as one of  the remnant? Are my actions pleasing to the world or 
the LORD of  hosts? 

The rest of  James 4 gives many commands for those who desire friendship with God rather than 
the world. Please pray through James' instructions as you resist the devil and draw near to God this 
morning.  

Light of  the world, may every reader of  these words know You are the only safe place in all the 
world. The world in which we live is dark, but You are light. Please, make us lovers of  the light, 
those who turn from darkness and run to the Rock who is indeed higher than us.  
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May 13 
NUMBERS 22, PSALM 62-63, ISAIAH 11-12, JAMES 5

Numbers 22:8
The Bible records the events of  Balaam's life in Numbers 22-24. He appears to play a small role in 
Scripture, but he is used as an example in four other Old Testament books and three in the New 
Testament.  

Balaam acknowledges the God who identified Himself  to Moses in the burning bush. Balaam seeks 
an answer from the LORD, and the LORD answers him. If  the events in chapter 22 were all we 
knew of  God and Balaam, we might think God was capricious or fickle, since God told him to go 
with Balak's men but was angry enough to kill him when he did. However, we know from the rest 
of  Scripture that God knows the hearts of  men, and He knew Balaam wanted the wealth Balak 
offered no matter what he said. 

Aren't you amazed at what lengths God goes to get someone's attention? He will even use a talking 
donkey! When He got Balaam's attention, He opened his eyes to see what was going on. 
Remember when Elisha prayed for God to open his servant's eyes in 2 Kings 6:16-17? Like 
Balaam, he, too, saw God's kingdom reality. There have been times in my life I sure would have 
liked to have those eyes.  

Balaam is a great warning to me. When I first started reading about Balaam, I thought, "He has 
seen the error of  his ways—he is the real deal!" I later realized that was not the case. In 2 Peter 
2:15-19, Jude 11, and Revelation 2:14, Balaam is used as a prime example of  a false prophet. Peter 
calls these false prophets waterless springs who promise freedom but are themselves slaves to 
depravity. Jude refers to false prophets as: "shepherds feeding themselves, waterless clouds, fruitless 
trees, wild waves and wandering stars."  

I have to be careful and examine everything just like the Berean's in Acts 17:11, "They received the 
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if  these things were so." They 
searched the scripture to make sure what the Apostle Paul said was true. I must be cautious about 
what I accept as Truth because even false prophets will speak some truth. The prophecies of  
Balaam in Numbers 23 and 24 are an excellent example of  a false prophet speaking truthfully. 
However, in Numbers 31:16 we learn Balaam leads Israel into apostasy. 

LORD God, thank You for the Truth. Your Word is Truth. I know it is through Your Truth that I 
am sanctified. Holy Spirit, I want to distinguish Truth from everything else. I know false teachers 
can weave the Truth and the lie together very well. Please teach me to be both a discerning and 
discriminating listener. 

Psalm 63
As you know, many titles of  the Psalm's provide the circumstances from which each is written. It is 
always worth your effort to read what happened in David's life that led to a particular prayer. This 
Psalm was written from the events in 2 Samuel 15:13-16:14. I suggest you read that passage then 
reread the Psalm. You will find a depth of  meaning in the prayer that a cursory reading often 
misses.  
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May 14 
NUMBERS 23, PSALM 64-65, ISAIAH 13, 1 PETER 1

Psalm 65:4-8
"Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts!" As I read that sentence this 
morning, I thought of  God's blessing on Israel through Balaam. Balak hired Balaam in the hope 
and expectation he would curse Israel, but instead, Balaam asks how could I curse those whom 
God has blessed. He describes their state of  blessing as one he desires, "Let my life end like 
theirs" (Numbers 23:10 NLT). 

"O God of  our salvation, the hope of  all the ends of  the earth and of  the farthest seas." Balaam's 
second blessing, like Psalm 65:5, is an incredible description of  God. Balaam says, unlike man, 
God does not lie or change His mind. If  He says He will do something, you can be sure He will. 
Isn't that a good summary of  David's description of  God in Psalm 65:5-8. He is the righteous, 
strong, and sovereign One whose actions cause the people to be in awe.  

"Who stills the roaring sea, and the roaring of  their waves, and the tumult of  the peoples..." 
Doesn't that remind you of  Mark 4:39 when Jesus said "Peace! Be still!" and the windstorm 
stopped and the rough waves calmed. The disciples were in such awe they asked, "Who is this 
man? Even the winds and waves obey him!" A good guess would be the God described in Psalm 
65:5-7.  

It is interesting that in the same way God stilled the roaring seas and waves, He stills the tumult of  
the peoples. Isaiah 13:4, using the same Hebrew word, describes the uproar of  the crowd He 
gathers to destroy Babylon. The same God who stills the people also stirs the people to carry out 
His judgment of  Babylon.  

Isaiah 13 describes the Almighty administering His wrath to Babylon by nations He commanded 
and summoned. Isaiah describes them as the weapons of  His indignation whose purpose is to 
destroy the whole country. He presents those destroyed as sinners, evil, wicked, arrogant, and 
ruthless. When He is finished those people left will be few. Babylon will be like Sodom and 
Gomorrah. The same LORD God Almighty accomplished both the quieting and the rousing of  
these people.  

"Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts!" Isn't that exactly what 1 
Peter 1:1-5 says? Peter addresses this letter to "those who are elect...according to the foreknowledge 
of  God the Father, in the sanctification of  the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ." What an 
appropriate description of  those chosen and brought near to dwell in the courts of  the Living 
God.  

I am always looking for descriptions of  the Church and 1 Peter 1:4-5 is one of  my favorites: "You, 
who by God's power are being guarded through faith for salvation." These are those chosen ones 
who have an inheritance waiting for them in heaven that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.  

The same God who blessed the Israelites calmed the storms, gathered the nations against Babylon, 
and chose those He would cause to be born again to a living hope. How blessed we are! How 
thankful we should be in our obedience to Jesus Christ.  

O God of  our salvation, You are the hope of  all the ends of  the earth. You alone are Sovereign. 
You fulfill everything You have spoken. As an unworthy recipient of  Your grace and mercy, I praise 
Your name and exalt in Your majesty. You alone are King of  kings and Lord of  lords.  
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May 15 
NUMBERS 24, PSALM 66-67, ISAIAH 14, 1 PETER 2

If  this seems short, it's because it is, but I had a great Mother's Day (in 2017)! I hope you and your 
family did, too.  

Psalm 67:1-2
"May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah, that your way may be known on 
earth, your saving power among all nations."  

I suspect everyone would be willing to ask for verse 1 to be personally true: "May God be gracious 
to me and bless me and make his face shine upon me." I think even unbelievers would be willing to 
ask for this. What would it hurt, just in case there is a God? 

Don't we all want to be blessed as long as it is beneficial to me? Notice the beneficiary of  David's 
prayer. It is not himself  but God. In verse two, David gives the purpose of  verse one. His request 
for God's blessing in the first verse is so that God's way and saving power may be known 
everywhere. Is that the reason you typically ask for God's blessings? My prayer is often for His 
blessing so I may be better off  rather than He be better known.  

Doesn't that remind you of  James 4:1-3? James says we don't have because we do not ask and 
when we do ask we don't receive because we pray for our own pleasure.  

Considering this reminded me of  Matthew 5:16: "In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven." If  
my actions are to cause people to give glory to my Father, doesn't it seem appropriate my prayer 
should be for the same thing?  

Father in heaven, forgive me for my selfish desire and use of  Your blessing. Holy Spirit, just as You 
directed David to write these words, please lead me to pray and live them. Jesus, I desire Your 
saving power be known. May I use my blessing to making Your name known. 
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May 16 
NUMBERS 25, PSALM 68, ISAIAH 15, 1 PETER 3

1 Peter 3:1-2
Even though this passage is instruction for wives with regard to their husbands, it's implications 
always astonish me. This particular relationship is discussed several times in Scripture (Ephesians 
5:22-24, Colossians 3:18, and Titus 2:3-5).  

Doesn't the fact that husbands are saved by the manner in which their wives live catch your 
attention? The NLT says, "In the same way, you wives must accept the authority of  your husbands. 
Then, even if  some refuse to obey the Good News, your godly lives will speak to them without any 
words. They will be won over by observing your pure and reverent lives."  

So what kind of  lives lead to the salvation of  those who have no interest in the Good News? It 
would seem this has application not just for wives of  unbelieving husbands but all of  us.  

Peter uses two words to describe this compelling lifestyle. The first is respectful. Peter uses this word 
several times in his letter (1 Peter 1:17, 2:18, 3:2, 3:15) so it is significant. The first use refers to all 
who call God, Father. Peter instructs those who do to conduct their lives with fear. The other three 
times the word is translated as respect or respectful. The first use of  the Greek word phobos is used 
to describe the disciples when they saw Jesus walk on water and thought He was a ghost in 
Matthew 14:26. The passage says they "cried out in fear." 

Vines, one of  the dictionaries I use, defines this word based upon its use in Matthew 10:28, "And 
do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell." Vines summarizes their definition as - "the reverential fear of  God will 
inspire a constant carefulness in dealing with others in His fear." Doesn't that fit very well with 
Peter's instruction in verse 17 of  chapter 1? So the first attribute of  a holy, influential life is the 
manner in which I conduct myself  around others based upon my fear, reverence, and awe of  my 
Father. 

The second attribute is pure conduct. In Greek, this is one word which is used primarily in the 
New Testament to describe moral purity or innocence. Another dictionary I use, Little Kittle, had 
this amazing definition - "The original meaning is 'what awakens awe.'" So the second attribute of  
a soul winning life is moral purity and innocence; a life that awakens awe in the observer. It struck 
me that a life lived in awe of  the Father would surely reflect Him. I have often been told, "I am not 
good at witnessing about my faith. I don't know what to say. I don't know the Bible well enough."  
 
Isn't our Father gracious! If  you have ever felt incapable of  speaking your faith, God has given you 
the ability to witness without a spoken word. On the other hand, if  you are able and willing to 
speak of  the God of  your salvation, does your life exhibit the attributes of  one who lives in fear, 
reverence, and awe of  the Father?  

Father God, intellectually I know all wisdom and knowledge starts with a fear of  You. May all of  
us who call on You as Father live respectful and pure lives for Your glory as a faithful witness of  
Your Good News. Holy Spirit, please help me with the application of  how to faithfully live in fear 
of  my Abba. I want my life to reflect my God and Father. 
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May 17 
NUMBERS 26, PSALM 69, ISAIAH 16, 1 PETER 4

Psalm 69:5-6 
"O God, you know my folly; the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you. Let not those who hope in you be put to 
shame through me, O Lord GOD of  hosts; let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, O God of  
Israel."  

Years ago, these two verses became a consistent prayer of  mine. After four verses describing his 
current plight and a fervent request, "Save me, O God!", David turns a candid eye upon himself. 
"O God (The same One to whom he cries out for salvation), you know my folly; the wrongs I have 
done are not hidden from you." David admits what I so often want to forget or justify—my folly. 
Folly is always used to show the opposite of  wisdom and understanding in the book of  Proverbs. 
David declares the all-knowing God is aware of  all his wrongs. In the ESV, this is the only passage 
that translates this Hebrew word as wrongs. In the other 18 occurrences, it is translated as guilt or 
sin. So, David is saying, "Save me, God, even though You know how foolish and guilty I am!" 
  
After making this confession, David implores God to protect those who may be affected by his 
foolishness and sin. Specifically, his desire is for those who place their trust in the LORD. He asked 
that they not be put to shame or humiliated because of  him.  

How often has this happened in the history of  the Church? The foolishness or sin of  a professing 
believer is publicly proclaimed, and the reproach falls on the entire community of  faith. Paul said it 
this way in Romans 2:24, “The name of  God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of  you.”  

Now you know why I consistently ask Jesus to protect His Church from me. For I know I can and 
do act foolishly at times. I am increasingly aware of  my guilt, sin, and wrongs, so I pray with 
David, "O Sovereign LORD of  Heaven's Armies, please protect Your children, those who put 
their trust in You. You know all my guilt and folly. Please may I never bring reproach upon Your 
name, or shame and humiliation upon Your family." 

1 Peter 4:8
Aren't you thankful love covers a multitude of  sins? Have you ever thought about how much 
someone must love you to let your selfishness slide?  

I had been a bachelor for a long time when Carol finally agreed to marry me. To make matters 
worse, most of  those years I lived by myself, so I was an expert at knowing what Roy wanted and 
fulfilling that desire. I love ice cream, and when the urge hit, I would serve myself. Needless to say, I 
just fixed one bowl. How quickly do we forget that idea of  the two becoming one! It only took 
Carol once or twice to realize the honeymoon was over (at least as it related to ice cream), and she 
quickly addressed the problem by explaining she might like some, too. My suggestion that she help 
herself  did not resolve the problem. 

You would think after 30 years of  blissful marriage, I would never do that again, but you would be 
wrong. I am so glad Carol's love for me covers a multitude of  my selfish sin, but, I am more 
thankful that my LORD and Savior's love covers all my sin and rebellion. 

Thank You, Jesus, for becoming sin for me so I might share Your righteousness. How could I ever 
measure such love? Great is Your steadfast love and how unworthy of  it I am. 

After writing, this song was on my mind the rest of  the morning. I thought I would share the song 
"How He Loves Us."  
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May 18 
NUMBERS 27, PSALM 70-71, ISAIAH 17-18, 1 PETER 5

Psalm 71:15-24
"My mouth will tell of  your righteousness, of  your salvation all day long, though I know not its measure." (Psalm 
71:15 NIV) 

Even as I read and study God's Word to know Him and His promised salvation, I realize "I know 
not its measure." I have some grasp of  the completeness of  God's salvation provided through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but I know I am deficient in comprehending it's magnitude, glory, and cost.  

My God and Father, I do desire to tell of  your righteousness and salvation, even though I realize I 
do not know its measure and never will until I see You and am free of  the consequences of  sin and 
rebellion against You. O God, my God, who is like You? I will sing praise to You both with my 
tongue and my soul, which You redeemed.  

1 Peter 5:1-4
Peter, an elder who saw all Jesus Christ experienced, is describing the proper attitude of  an 
overseer in the Church. How do you treat the "flock"? How do you view your responsibilities? 
Peter bases his instruction on having seen both the suffering and the glory of  the Chief  Shepherd. 
These under-shepherds should expect their experience to be similar to His - both glory and 
suffering. As examples of  Christ's leadership, they will receive a crown of  glory when He returns. 

These four verses reminded me of  Moses and Joshua. Just as Peter is concerned for both the flock 
and the under-shepherd, so was Moses. After the LORD told Moses he would die after seeing but 
not entering the Promised Land, Moses' thoughts turned to the people he had shepherded all those 
years. Do you think that would have been your first thought? I am not sure it would have been 
mine. 

Moses wanted God to raise up a man who the Israelites could follow. Notice God's qualification for 
Joshua in Numbers 27:18, a man "in whom is the Spirit." The LORD instructed Moses to lay his 
hands on Joshua in front of  the priest, thereby transferring his authority to him in the eyes of  the 
nation. 

Moses is worthy of  admiration for many reasons, but his concern for God's honor and the people 
of  God is noteworthy. Even after God tells Moses he will not enter the Promised Land; his concern 
is for God and his people. Moses, the man through whom God gave His law, which is summarized 
as "love the LORD your God with all your heart and your neighbor as yourself," lived out that 
instruction with his last official act. 

Chief  Shepherd, the God of  the spirits of  all flesh, thank You for raising up men after Your own 
heart. Thank you for the examples of  Peter, Moses, and Joshua. Please continue to give Your 
Church men who, like Paul, can say "Follow me." Holy Spirit, You who dwelt in Joshua, please 
protect those overseers of  the Church as they, too, experience both the glory and the sufferings of  
the Chief  Shepherd.  
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May 19 
NUMBERS 28, PSALM 72, ISAIAH 19-20, 2 PETER 1

Psalm 72
The title attributes this Psalm to Solomon, but the last verse says, "The prayers of  David, the son 
of  Jesse, are ended." So there is uncertainty about the author. One suggestion is that David after 
crowning Solomon as his replacement wrote it for his son. Whichever king wrote it, doesn't the 
kingdom described sound like a great place to live?  

Look at the descriptions of  this country. The king asks God to give him the ability to rule with 
justice and righteousness. He wants this gift to protect the oppressed and punish the oppressor. His 
desire is for the nation to fear God, so righteousness and peace flourish. He asks for the prosperity 
of  the country, so there is an abundance of  food for the people. Wouldn't you want the leaders of  
the nation to have those desires? 

I recently asked the question what is the best form of  government? Needless to say, it has prompted 
some interesting discussion. I proposed the very best would be a benevolent dictator. I know just 
the thought of  a dictator causes one to cringe. But what about a dictator whose sole objective was 
doing good, who truly ruled with righteousness and justice? Does adding the qualities of  all 
knowing and all loving change your thought process?  

We know the kingdom described in Psalm 72 didn't come to pass under Solomon's reign, or, for 
that matter, under any other earthly king. This Psalm is messianic with a view of  a kingdom to 
come. Just as Isaiah 19:20-25 discusses that day when Israel, Egypt, and Assyria are a blessing to 
the world because the LORD of  host has blessed them.  

The kingdom of  King Jesus will fulfill this Psalm. With such a benevolent, all knowing, all loving 
ruler, won't that be a great place to live! It is crucial for us, as followers of  Jesus Christ to remember 
that is where we live today. Even with all the discord, chaos, and distress in the world, as believers, 
our real home is just the opposite, under the rule of  sweet Jesus. He is the One who said, "I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly." 

LORD Jesus Christ, I long for "that day." Forgive me for losing sight of  the fact that You reign and 
rule now. May that reality give me peace and confidence to live joyfully in the freedom of  Your 
kingdom no matter the circumstances that surround me. 

2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-7 describes the event Peter is referencing in 2 Peter 1:16-18. Can you imagine what 
it must have been like to behold Jesus in His glory, to see and recognize Moses and Elijah and to 
hear the voice of  God the Father speak from the cloud? I can't imagine it much less think as a 
follower of  Jesus there would be something better than that experience, but that is exactly what 
Peter tells us in verse 19. He says we have something better and surer than his experience in 
Matthew 17. He says God's Word is more fully confirmed than even the event described in 
Matthew.  Wuest, a literal translation, says, "And we have the prophetic word as a surer 
foundation." Doesn't that cause you to stop and thank God for His written Word? 

Father, thank You for both Your Living and written Word. Holy Spirit, please open our eyes to see 
that we truly have been given everything necessary for life and godliness. May Your Word shine it's 
light in the dark places of  our lives. Morning Star, please rise quickly in our hearts. 
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May 20 
NUMBERS 29, PSALM 73, ISAIAH 21, 2 PETER 2

Psalm 73:1
"Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart." 

"Truly God is good to Israel." Asaph knew that to be correct, but notice the qualifying statement, 
"To those who are pure in heart."  

As I read the Bible, many verses are foundational for me. One of  those is Deuteronomy 29:4, "But 
to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear.” 
Deuteronomy 29:2-3 tells us Moses was speaking to those who, with their own eyes, saw the 
LORD deliver the nation from Egypt by great trials, signs, and wonders. Yet, they still did not 
understand because God had not given them the necessary heart, eyes, and ears. Deuteronomy 
30:6 adds to our insight of  what God does for our heart - "And the LORD your God will 
circumcise your heart and the heart of  your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and your soul, that you may live." Another foundational verse to understand 
this heart God gives is Ezekiel 36:26-27: "And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will 
put within you. And I will remove the heart of  stone from your flesh and give you a new heart of  
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 
obey my rules." 

We need one more passage to tie all this together. We find the reason we must have a God-given 
heart in Jeremiah 17:9-10. "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it? I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give to man according to his 
ways, according to the fruit of  his deeds." Instead of  "sick," other translations say the heart is 
wicked, perverse, crooked, hopelessly dark, and evil.  

So we should not be surprised by Asaph's qualifying clause in Psalm 73:1. God is good to Israel, 
uniquely to those with a pure heart; to those to whom he has given this gift of  righteousness 
through the sacrifice of  His Son. It is a gift of  grace not a reward for anyone being worthy. Our 
responsibility is to protect and cherish what God has provided and to love the Giver with all our 
heart.  

LORD God Almighty, help me to comprehend both the value and the cost of  my new heart. May 
I never take either for granted.  

153

https://www.esv.org/Numbers+29,%20Psalm+73,%20Isaiah+21,%202+Peter+2
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+73:1
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+29:4
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+29:2-3
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+30:6
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+30:6
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+36:26-27
https://www.esv.org/Jeremiah+17:9-10
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+73:1


May 21 
NUMBERS 30, PSALM 74, ISAIAH 22, 2 PETER 3

Numbers 30:2
"A man who makes a vow to the LORD or makes a pledge under oath must never break it. He must do exactly what 
he said he would do." (NLT) 

As a kid, my father often told me, "A man is only as good as his word." He seemed especially fond 
of  that saying when he knew I was not entirely truthful with him. At the time, I thought that was 
just my dad. Little did I realize, he was giving me God's instruction in his own way. 

I have never been a witness in a trial, but I have seen many on television. They would swear the 
witness in with the question, "Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you, God?" I don't know if  they use that language any more or not, but I sure don't 
hear it on television. 

God has a lot to say about the promises, vows, and oaths we make, especially when we reference 
His name in our commitment. The most common use of  a vow is in a marriage ceremony. A man 
and woman vow before God to keep the promises they are making to each other. In effect, they are 
calling upon God as a witness to their commitment. Hebrews 4:13 says God is the final judge, 
"And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of  him to 
whom we must all give account." He is the one to whom we will ultimately answer for the promises 
we make. Knowing that should strengthen our resolve to keep our commitments. 

As believers, we should be so committed to the truth that a simple yes or no is sufficient. James 
5:12 says it this way, "But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by 
any other oath, but let your 'yes' be yes and your 'no' be no, so that you may not fall under 
condemnation." We should not be surprised at the simplicity with which James handles how we 
speak. Don't we worship and serve a God who does exactly what He says? He is the True Promise 
Keeper. 

Father, as a child of  Yours, I want my word to be as sure as Yours, but I know it is not. Thoughtless 
utterance is a good description of  how I speak sometimes. Holy Spirit, quickly convict me when I 
start down a path that leads to a promise I know I can't fulfill, or to make a commitment and then 
willfully ignore it. May a simple yes or no suffice for me. I desire to speak the truth in love whatever 
the situation. 
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May 22 
NUMBERS 31, PSALM 75-76, ISAIAH 23, 1 JOHN 1

Numbers 31:8
Don't you find it surprising Balaam chose to stay with Midian knowing God blessed Israel, not 
Median? After rereading what God said about Israel through Balaam in Numbers 23:7-10, 
23:18-24, 24:3-9, I thought why would Balaam stay with Midian knowing what God promised to 
do to Israel's enemies, but we already have the answer; he was more interested in the wealth Balak 
promised than the blessings of  being with God's people. 

That reminded me of  Moses and the choice he made in Hebrews 11:24-27: "By faith Moses, when 
he was grown up, refused to be called the son of  Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to be 
mistreated with the people of  God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of  sin. He considered the 
reproach of  Christ greater wealth than the treasures of  Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By 
faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of  the anger of  the king, for he endured as seeing him who is 
invisible." 

Holy Spirit, give me eyes to see real wealth! 

Psalm 76:10-12
The NLT interprets the passage as, "Human defiance only enhances your glory, for you use it as a 
weapon. Make vows to the LORD your God, and keep them. Let everyone bring tribute to the 
Awesome One. For he breaks the pride of  princes, and the kings of  the earth fear him."  

Doesn't that make you think of  Balak and Balaam? Or Pharaoh? All three heard and saw what 
God said and accomplished, yet, willfully refused to bow before Him. 

Isaiah 23:9
"The LORD of  host has purposed it, to defile the pompous pride of  all glory, to dishonor all the honored of  the 
earth."  

This verse sums up the oracles of  God spoken through Isaiah to the nations and cities beginning in 
Isaiah 13.  

It sums up not only Isaiah's articles but all the passages I wrote about today. Romans 1:18-23 says 
the same thing, "For the wrath of  God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of  men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of  the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of  the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things." 

LORD Almighty, we want to enhance Your glory, not through defiance but by our love for You, 
faith in You, and hope of  Your return. Clearly, You are worthy of  nothing less. Examining the lives 
of  those who reject You, convicts us of  our pride and the desire for the benefits of  this world. May 
we know sharing the reproach of  our Savior, Jesus Christ, is better than all this world offers. 
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May 23 
NUMBERS 32, PSALM 77, ISAIAH 24, 1 JOHN 2

Number 32:9-15
Moses became furious when the tribe of  Reuben and Gad asked for the conquered land East of  
the Jordon. He thought they weren't willing to possess the land as God had commanded. Instead, 
they would settle for what was already available and allow the other ten tribes to take the Promised 
Land. He knew that would be a significant discouragement to the nation of  Israel. He accused 
them of  being just like the ten spies who 40 years earlier had discouraged the people from entering 
into the land.  

Moses asked the Gadites and Reubenites, "Why will you discourage the heart of  the people of  
Israel from going over into the land that the LORD has given them? Your fathers did this..." As I 
read, I realized that is exactly what the ten had done when they came back from spying out the 
land. They discouraged the Israelites by doubting God and then vocally expressing that doubt. Do 
I discourage people from pursuing the promises of  God when I am unfaithful?  

Thinking about discouraging other believers reminded me of  Psalm 73:15 which we read last 
week. Looking at the apparent success of  the wicked, Asaph nearly stumbled. He was bellyaching 
to himself  and God about the arrogant and prideful who acted as if  there was no God because 
they seemed to have it so easy. They were rich, fat cats who had it all. They sure didn't have the 
troubles he had. Then in verse 15, after realizing what he was doing, said, "If  I had said, 'I will 
speak thus,' I would have betrayed the generation of  your children."  

We need to be very careful in the way we respond with other believers. Just as Moses and Asaph 
realized how other's words can easily discourage, I need to do the same. Paul said it like this in 
Ephesians 4:29, "Let no corrupting talk come out of  your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear."  

Holy Spirit, I know I am to be quick to hear and slow to speak. Please always remind me of  that 
fact. When I do speak may I never discourage my Father's children, instead, may my speech be 
gracious to their ears.  

Psalm 77:1-20
Have you ever been in the place where Asaph is? He is crying out to God, acknowledging he 
knows God hears, but God seems to be taking an awfully long time. He no longer sings songs of  
joy at night. He is wondering what has changed. Will God reject him forever? Has God forgotten 
him?  

In verse eleven, something changes in Asaph - he begins to remember all the deeds and wonders of  
the LORD. After acknowledging God is holy and there is no one like him, Asaph lists what God 
has done: 1) You redeemed Jacob and Joseph, 2) The waters, clouds, skies, and lightning respond to 
You, and 3) You opened the way through the sea.  

Don't you just rejoice at the thought of  God leading His flock even though we can't see His 
footprints!  

When I was younger, we sang a song titled, "Count Your Many Blessings." As I was writing this 
morning, that old hymn came to mind. I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.  

Father God, You are truly the Great Blesser. Forgive me for wallowing in my "O, poor, pitiful me" 
attitude. Help me to remember your steadfast love endures forever. Therefore, Your blessings will 
also.  
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May 24 
NUMBERS 33, PSALM 78:1-37, ISAIAH 25, 1 JOHN 3

1 John 3:1-10
"How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of  God! And that is what we 
are!" (1 John 3:1 NIV) 

The NIV is my favorite translation of  this passage. I don't know if  the Greek language has 
explanation marks or not, but these two sentences definitely deserve them. Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary defines an exclamation point as a mark used especially after an interjection 
or exclamation to indicate forceful utterance or strong feeling. What could evoke more powerful 
emotion than to be told because God loves you, He has caused you to be born into His family? 
When we understand who we are without Christ Jesus, our propitiation, maybe double 
exclamation points would be more appropriate.  

The description in Romans 3:10-18 and 5:6-10 of  those without Christ Jesus emphasizes what an 
amazing transformation occurred in those born of  God. Romans 3 says we didn't seek God; there 
was no good in us; what we speak is described as an open grave, deceptive, venomous, curses, and 
bitterness; we were quick to shed blood; our lives were ruinous and miserable; we didn't know 
peace, and had no fear of  God. Then, Romans 5 describes those without Christ as sinners, 
ungodly, enemies of  God who are unable to change. Now, don't you think 1 John 3:1 deserves 
double exclamation marks? 

If  I were writing this chapter, there are other passages that would receive exclamation marks. I 
would put one in verse 2 after, "we know that when he appears, we shall be like him!" Verse 9 
would deserve one also, "No one born of  God makes a practice of  sinning, for God's seed abides in 
him! He cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of  God!"  

The fact that Jesus came to take away sins and destroy the works of  the devil (1 John 3:8) may not 
need an exclamation mark, but it sure deserves a good "Hallelujah!"  

Thank You, LORD God, for adding so many exclamation marks in our lives. Forgive us for easily 
becoming complacent with Your grace and mercy. Holy Spirit, please teach us to live exclamatory 
lives for our Saviors glory. 
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May 25
NUMBERS 34, PSALM 78:38-72, ISAIAH 26, 1 JOHN 4 

1 John 4:1-21
Several years ago, a good friend and brother introduced me to a book of  Puritan prayers entitled 
The Valley Of  Vision. Carol and I have found in these prayers, written in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, a depth of  devotion and heart not heard very often in our day. Today's 
reading of  1 John 4 and its discussion of  God's perfect love for His children and our appropriate 
response to Him and one another, seemed an excellent time to introduce a prayer from a brother 
in Christ written about 500 years ago. I hope and pray this prayer ministers to your soul and stirs 
your desire to pursue the One who describes Himself  as love. 

Lord Jesus, give me to love thee, to embrace thee, 
 though I once took lust and sin in my arms. 
Thou didst love me before I loved thee, 
 an enemy, a sinner, a loathsome worm. 
Thou didst own me when I disclaimed myself; 
Thou didst love me as a son, 
 and weep over me as over Jerusalem. 
Love brought thee from heaven to earth, 
 from the earth to the cross, 
 from the cross to the grave. 
Love caused thee to be 
 weary, hungry, tempted, 
 scorned, scourged, buffeted, spat upon, 
 crucified, and pierced. 
Love led thee to bow thy head in death. 
My salvation is the point where 
 perfect created love 
 and the most perfect uncreated love meet together; 
 for thou doest welcome me, 
 not like Joseph and his brothers, 
 loving and sorrowing, but loving and rejoicing. 
This love is not intermittent, cold, changeable; 
 it does not cease or abate for all my eternity. 
Holiness is a spark from thy love 
 kindled to a flame in my heart by thy Spirit, 
 and so it ever turns to the place 
 from which it comes. 
Let me see thy love everywhere, 
 not only in the cross, 
 but in the fellowship of  believers 
 and in the world around me. 
When I feel the warmth of  the sun 
 may I praise thee who art the Sun of  righteousness 
 with healing power. 
When I feel the tender rain 
 may I think of  the gospel showers 
 that water my soul. 
When I walk by the riverside 
 may I praise thee for that stream that makes 
 the eternal city glad, and washes white my robes 
 that I may have the right to the tree of  life. 
Thy infinite love is a mystery of  mysteries, 
 and my eternal rest lies 
 in the eternal enjoyment of  it. 

Worship Song of  the Day: "Lord, I Lift Your Name On High" 
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May 26 
NUMBERS 35, PSALM 79, ISAIAH 27, 1 JOHN 5

Numbers 35:33
In today's reading, the subject of  atonement caught my attention in all three Old Testament 
passages. Here in Numbers 35:33, no atonement can be made for the land except the death of  the 
murderer. In Psalm 79:9 Asaph cries out, "Help us, O God of  our salvation, for the glory of  your 
name; deliver us, and atone for our sins, for your name's sake!” Isaiah 27:8-9 says the LORD 
exiled Israel so the nation's guilt would be atoned for (the removal of  his sin).  

Each of  these passages uses the same Hebrew word. The ESV translates this word as cover, 
appease, cleanse, pardon, annul, and forgive. This Hebrew word kapar is best known for Yom 
Kippur (Day of  Atonement). 

It is impossible to comprehend the need for atonement without an understanding of  God's just 
anger or wrath against sin. The Bible teaches that each one of  us has rebelled against the 
Sovereign Lord. We have made ourselves god. Satan's promise to Eve in Genesis 3:5, "You will be 
like God," is the desire of  all Adam's descendants. We reject the Creator and worship His creation. 
The proper view of  this disobedience is treason against the rightful King. The punishment for 
treason is death. 

The sacrifices made on the "Day of  Atonement" about which we read in Leviticus were a 
temporary covering of  the guilt of  Israel. Throughout the Old Testament, however, the promise 
does not stop with a temporary substitute but rather the promise of  One who will be the 
atonement—a permanent cover, appeasement, pardon, and forgiveness. Isaiah 53 is an excellent 
description of  that One: "He was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed."  

Asaph cries for this atonement in Psalm 79. Isaiah 27:9 says the evidence of  the atonement in our 
lives is the destruction of  all the idols we worship instead of  the One True God. In Numbers 35, 
we see the death of  a high priest atoned for an accidental death. 

The same Hebrew word, kapar, is also found in 1 John 2:2 and 4:10. Jesus is described, in both of  
these passages as the propitiation for our sins. He is the One described in Isaiah 53. He is the 
permanent atoning sacrifice.  

1 John 5 tells us faith in Him, as evidenced by our obedience, is the victory that overcomes the 
world. Whoever has Jesus has life! John wants us to know our belief  and trust in Him leads to 
eternal life; the covering of  sin for which Asaph prayed. He has done it for His glory and Name. 

Lord Jesus, cause us to see and understand Your propitiation for our rebellion as You do. May our 
obedience be the increasing evidence of  our love and appreciation for Your shed blood which 
covers all our sin. You are our Kapar.  
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May 27 
NUMBERS 36, PSALM 80, ISAIAH 28, 2 JOHN

Psalm 80:1-19
Asaph's prayer uses the language the LORD gave Aaron to bless the nation of  Israel in Numbers 
6:22-27: "The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace."  

Asaph is reminding God of  His promised blessing during a period where it seems He is angry and 
has forgotten Israel. The prayer focuses on what God has done. Notice all the references to God by 
Name and with the use of  pronouns; "Shepherd of  Israel", "You who are enthroned", "O LORD 
God of  hosts", "You fed them...tears and given them tears to drink", "You make us an object of  
contention", "You brought a vine out of  Egypt", You cleared the ground for it", "Why then have 
You broken down its walls", "O God of  hosts", "the stock that Your right hand planted", and "Son 
whom You made strong".  

The metaphor of  Israel as a vine is found throughout Scripture, just as it is here in Psalm 80:8-16. 
In Jeremiah 2:21 God says, "Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of  pure seed. How then have 
you turned degenerate and become a wild vine?" A heading for Isaiah 5:1-7 is - "A Song about the 
LORD's Vineyard." Using the analogy of  the vineyard, Isaiah portrays all God did for Israel with 
the expectation of  sweet grapes, but instead, the vineyard produced bitter grapes. If  you read this 
passage in Isaiah, you will find much of  the prayer of  Asaph used by Isaiah.  

Asaph attributes Israel's hardship with God's face no longer shining on the nation. He even says, 
"You made us an object of  contention" and, "You have broken down its walls" of  protection. 
Asaph is asking God to remember Israel in verse 18, "Then we shall not turn back from you; give 
us life, and we will call on your name!"  

The imagery of  the vine carries over into the New Testament. In John 15, Jesus describes Himself  
as the true vine. He is the true Israel who fulfills all the objectives and purposes of  the Lord God of  
hosts. Jesus goes on to say the only way we achieve God's purpose is by staying attached to Him. 
He explains there are fruitful branches that are pruned to bear more fruit and there are unfruitful 
branches that wither and are eventually thrown into the fire.  

Lord Jesus, You are the True Vine and the True Israel. I know that apart from You I can do 
nothing. Thank You for the example of  the nation of  Israel and all You did for her and continue to 
do. You are a faithful, patient, long-suffering God, yet, Israel produced bitter fruit. I want to 
produce fruit that brings glory to You and my Father and Your Father, so please prune me as You 
will. Thank You for making Your face to shine upon me.  

2 John 9
This verse is an excellent summary statement for everything we said from Psalm 
80:1-19: "Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of  Christ, does not have 
God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son."  
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May 28 
DEUTERONOMY 1, PSALM 81-82, ISAIAH 29, 3 JOHN

Deuteronomy 1:2
Carol says one of  my weaknesses is the fact that I repeat myself, say the same thing over and over, 
and on top of  that, she thinks I am redundant. When we have this discussion, I explain to her I am 
in good company because God does the same thing. She reminds me that God is repetitive because 
He knows mankind is slow to learn, and I do it because I am forgetful.  

As we read Deuteronomy, most of  what we examine we will have already studied in Exodus, 
Leviticus, and Numbers. This passage is no exception, as Moses tells the history of  the nation's first 
opportunity to enter the land God promised their forefathers. Numbers 14:28-31 says those listed 
in the census twenty years old and over will not come into the land God promised with the 
exceptions of  Caleb and Joshua. So Moses is leading a generation of  Israelites who have not 
experienced Israel's deliverance from slavery, the crossing of  the Red Sea, God's giving of  the Law 
or any of  the other things He did to bring them to this place. So in effect, Deuteronomy is Moses' 
re-giving God's instruction to this new generation.  

Before Moses begins his history lesson, he says something I need to hear. Deuteronomy 1:2 is a 
profound statement to me - "It is an eleven day journey from Horeb by the way of  Mount Seir to 
Kadesh-barnea." Horeb is a mountain range in which Sinai is a summit. This is the location where 
God revealed Himself  to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:1-2), the nation of  Israel (Exodus 
19:1-11) and gave the Law to Moses (Exodus 34:1-4).  

After God met with the people of  Israel and gave Moses the Law, He led them to Kadesh-barnea, 
which took almost a year. After refusing to enter the land God had given them, God kept them for 
40 years in the wilderness, during which time those twenty years and older died.  

A trip that could be made in 11 days, approximately 165 miles, from Mount Sinai to the Promised 
Land, took the Israelites 40 years. Their lack of  faith, failing to trust God to do what He says, 
caused significant loss to these people. I fear I am more like the Israelites than I care to admit. 
Looking back at my life, I can see times when the LORD was directing me, but because of  my 
willfulness, I didn't immediately obey. If  I had acted in faith, my journey would have been much 
quicker and much more pleasant. 

LORD God, forgive me for my willful rejection of  Your direction and instruction. Thank You for 
being long-suffering, patient, and kind to me, even as You have disciplined me as a loving Father. It 
is so easy for me to see the foolishness of  the Israelites but not my own. My desire is to be quick to 
respond to your direction.  

3 John 3-4
Having taught the Bible for several years, I agree with John's statement: "I have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children are walking in the truth." 

When I see people I have not seen in a while, one of  the things I ask is "Tell me about your walk 
with the Lord Jesus." It is always a delight when I don't have to inquire because their conversation 
goes to Him before I ask.  

Holy Spirit, may those brothers and sisters You have placed in my life be quick to speak about 
Jesus and His kingdom. May the evidence of  their walking in the truth be evident to all. 
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May 29 
DEUTERONOMY 2, PSALM 83-84, ISAIAH 30, JUDE

Deuteronomy 2:7
"For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of  your hands. He knows your going through this great 
wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing." 

What a gracious and good God! Even after the people rebelled against Him at Kadesh-barnea He 
still "blessed...all the work of  your hands" and "You have lacked for nothing."  

Have you ever heard someone say, "Do as I say and not as I do"? The LORD God is not like that. 
As I read Deuteronomy 2:7 my thoughts turned to Jesus' instruction in Luke 6:27-36. Jesus 
instructs those who follow Him on how to treat the opposition. He says, "Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you." Jesus gives 
several additional commands regarding how believers are to treat others. His concluding statement 
in this passage is, "Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful." 

The nation of  Israel received blessing after blessing from God. They saw His strong right arm 
deliver them on numerous occasions, yet, they rejected Him. How did He treat them? Even as He 
sent them into the wilderness, He blessed them. 

Shepherd of  Israel, just as You blessed the nation of  Israel in the middle of  Your punishment, so, 
too, have You blessed and protected me. Father, You truly are merciful. May I exhibit the same 
kindness and compassion. 

Isaiah 30:1-22
God warns the people of  Israel they will be sorry if  they look to Egypt for protection. It may 
appear Egypt is worthy of  trust since it rules from Zoan to Hanes, but Israel will be humiliated and 
put to shame. Verses 6-7 says Israel was paying Egypt to be trustworthy. God says this will happen 
because the plans they have are not His and they have aligned themselves with someone other than 
Him. God describes their action as adding "sin to sin."  

In verses 9-11, God depicts the people as rebellious liars unwilling to listen to Him. They have 
gone so far as to tell His prophets and seers, "Don't tell us what He says. Tell us only what we want 
to hear. We don't want to hear about the Holy One of  Israel anymore." That reminds me of  what 
Paul says about the last days in 2 Timothy 4:3-4, "For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off  into myths."  

Can you imagine after all the history Israel had with the Holy One of  Israel, they could ever come 
to this place? In verse 15, God refers to Himself  as not just the "Holy One of  Israel" but as the 
"Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of  Israel." He says that it may appear others rule but He is the 
Sovereign. He always accomplishes His purpose because that is what sovereign means. By aligning 
themselves with anyone but Him, they will ultimately be humiliated and put to shame. 

Sovereign LORD, I confess to developing allies and making plans without You. I have put my trust 
in the idols of  this world, but I desperately want You as my Teacher. I want to hear Your Spirit 
saying to me, "This is the way, walk in it." When I turn to the right or the left, I want it to be 
because I am following Your instruction. I say, "be gone" to all the idols I have pursued. I want 
only the direction of  the Sovereign LORD. 
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May 30 
DEUTERONOMY 3, PSALM 85, ISAIAH 31, REVELATION 1

Deuteronomy 3:24
Years ago, J.B. Phillips wrote a popular book titled Your God is Too Small. His stated purpose for 
writing the book was to, "expose the inadequate conceptions of  God which still linger" and, 
"suggest ways in which we can find the real God for ourselves." 

Moses didn't need to read Mr. Phillips' book. He had met and experienced the "real" LORD GOD 
from the burning bush until the day he made this request. The list of  those who have seen and 
experienced more of  God's activity in the world would be very short indeed. Stop and think of  all 
that God had spoken and done through Moses. After that exercise, can you imagine Moses making 
this statement? "O LORD GOD, you have only begun to show your servant your greatness and 
your mighty hand." The old saying, "You ain't seen nothing yet" would be a good description of  
Moses' view of  God. 

This morning as I write this, I realize my perspective of  God is too small. I am embarrassed to 
admit I limit the Sovereign LORD GOD. Revelation 1 reminded me of  this fact. We ain't seen 
nothing yet! We will see Jesus just as John did. Revelation promises there is so much yet to come! 
He is coming with the clouds, every eye will see Him, every knee will bow, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus is LORD GOD. 

My God and my Father, forgive me. I know Moses is correct. You have only begun to show Your 
greatness and mighty hand. I confess my lack of  expectation of  what You are doing and what You 
have yet to do. Holy Spirit, please stir within me anticipation worthy of  my Sovereign LORD 
GOD. 

Revelation 1:3
"Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of  this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is 
written in it, for the time is near." 

As you read this first chapter of  Revelation, notice the descriptions and names of  Jesus. It will be 
worth your time to keep a list or highlight them as you study this book. I promise this will expand 
your understanding of  who you worship and serve. Please pray with me that the fullness of  these 
names and descriptions of  Jesus Christ our Lord will increase our knowledge and love of  our 
Savior and our God. 

Jesus, send Your Spirit to teach as we read Your instruction to John. We want to be those who are 
blessed by this prophecy. Please give us ears to hear because we know the time is near. 
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May 31 
DEUTERONOMY 4, PSALM 86-87, ISAIAH 32, REVELATION 2

Deuteronomy 4:2
"You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of  the 
LORD your God that I command you." 

What significance do you think God places on His instruction? Don't you find it of  interest that as 
Moses teaches the Law and statues God gave him on Mount Sinai, he inserts this warning? He tells 
the Israelites not to add or subtract from the commands the LORD God gave. Moses’ warning 
inferred that by adding to or subtracting from God's Law, they would be unable to keep it.  

In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus deals with this subject. After telling the listeners 
who would be blessed by God, Jesus explicitly tells them He did not come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets but to fulfill them. Then He says the heavens and earth will pass away, but the smallest 
dot of  the Law would remain until it is all accomplished. Five separate times in Matthew 5 Jesus 
uses the phrase, "You have heard...But I say" to correct the Jew's understanding of  God's Law. 
They had done what Moses had warned them not to do and, in the process, they were not keeping 
God's instruction.  

Eve did the same thing when speaking to the serpent in the Garden. Eve added to God's 
instruction in her response to the serpent's question, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of  
any tree in the garden?'" God had instructed Adam and Eve not to eat of  the fruit of  the tree of  
good and evil, but Eve added: "neither shall you touch it, lest you die."  

Isn't that human nature though? Aren't we okay adding to the Law if  it is something we know 
won't be a problem for us to obey? And don't we tend to subtract from the Law if  it is something 
we are tempted to do or want to do? When we get to the end of  Revelation, you will see John gives 
similar instructions to those Moses gave, with a dire warning attached. Revelation 22:18-19 says, "I 
warn everyone who hears the words of  the prophecy of  this book: if  anyone adds to them, God 
will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if  anyone takes away from the word of  the 
book of  this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of  life and in the holy city, which 
are described in this book." 

Revelation 2:1-7
There is a set pattern in John's seven letters. Each letter begins with a unique description of  Jesus. 
Following this description are Jesus' comments for each church: His praise, His rebuke, His 
command, His discipline, and His promise. You will notice some churches do not receive 
comments for each section. 

Using the letter to the church at Ephesus as an example: First, Jesus identifies Himself. To Ephesus 
(Revelation 2:1-7) He says He is the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks 
among the seven lampstands. His praise to the church is in verses 2-3, His rebuke in verse 4, His 
command and discipline are in verse 5, with His promise in verse 7. As you study, you will find my 
categories are not an exact science, but I pray and believe they will be helpful in your study of  
these chapters. 

P.S. As I suggested yesterday, it will be well worth your time to either highlight or list the names 
and descriptions of  Jesus in Revelation.  
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June 1 
DEUTERONOMY 5, PSALM 88, ISAIAH 33, REVELATION 3

Deuteronomy 5:9-10
Have you thought about your descendants and their relationship to our LORD Jesus Christ? I 
know I do. It seems the older I get, the more pressing the issue is for me. I am increasingly aware 
of  the decreasing time I have to influence them. Much of  Carol and my prayers focus on this 
desire. Many translations include something the ESV leaves out. It is inferred in the ESV but 
stated explicitly in the NIV, NLT, and NRSV. These translations say something like, "Showing love 
to a thousand generations of  those who love me and keep my commandments." They have added 
the word "generations" which the ESV and some other versions leave out. 

Years ago, when I read verses 9-10 in the NIV, I wrote this note to myself: "So, Roy, if  you desire 
for your family to be loved by God, for His blessing to be upon them, the surest way is for you to 
love Him and keep His commandments."  

Another passage of  Scripture always comes to mind when praying for my family. In John 17:24 
Jesus prays, "Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, 
to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of  the world." 
As I read that verse, I made it my prayer. Just as the Father gave Jesus whom He desires, so, too, He 
did for me. I used to say that I chose Carol, but God gave me all the other members of  my family. I 
have come to realize He, also, gave me Carol as the greatest gift of  my life, after the salvation of  
my soul.  

I reworded Jesus' prayer this way: "Father, I desire, just like Jesus, that those you gave me would be 
where I am. I believe and know I am in Christ because of  Your promise. My prayer for them is 
that they would be where I am. I want them with me to see His glory, which You gave Him before 
the foundation of  the world because of  Your great love. Please, Father would you love my family 
the way You loved me and chose me before the foundation of  the world. I pray this for Your glory 
and my family's eternal good.” 

Isaiah 33:2
Isn't this a most excellent prayer! "O LORD, be gracious to us; we wait for you. Be our arm every 
morning, our salvation in the time of  trouble." 

We are often told in Scripture to "wait on the LORD." Isaiah 40:29-31 is probably the most well-
known: "He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even 
youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the 
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not faint."  

This verse is profound to me. What do you do with your arms? What do you do that does not 
require your arms? Today, I challenge you, each time you use your arms to think of  God as Your 
arm. By praying, "be my arms every morning," I am asking God to do in and through me what He 
alone can do. 

LORD, You are gracious to me! I want my confidence in You to be so sure, there would be no 
question for whom I am waiting. Please be my arm today. Forgive me for taking those things on 
myself  that are Yours. Teach me to know my responsibility and to faithfully carry it out, knowing it 
is You who carries me. 

Isaiah 33:14
In Deuteronomy 5:4-5, 22-26, the people of  Israel knew they had stood before the all-consuming 
fire and heard Him, and they did not want to do that again. The Israelites in Deuteronomy said, 
"For this great fire will consume us. If  we hear the voice of  the LORD our God any more, we shall 
die." Now, generations later, the same lesson is learned.  
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June 2 
DEUTERONOMY 6, PSALM 89, ISAIAH 34, REVELATION 4

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might." 

The NIV has another possible translation for this verse (as do various other translations). These are 
some of  the other translations: "The LORD our God, the LORD is one"; "The LORD our God is 
one LORD"; "The LORD is our God, the LORD is one"; "The LORD is our God, the LORD 
alone." Even though each translation is slightly different, the meaning is obviously the same. 

The first commandment, "You shall have no other gods before me," could be interpreted to mean 
other gods are okay but don't place them before me. The fifty-cent word for worshiping several 
gods is syncretism. However, God is telling the Israelites that He alone is God. There is no other. 
This is not God discussing the Trinity. He was reminding them of  this fact as they prepared to 
enter a land where the people worshiped many gods. The LORD proved none of  the gods in 
Egypt could withstand Him. The same would be true in the Promised Land. Moses' warning was 
prescient because the Israelites worshiped not only the LORD but a slew of  other gods before their 
Babylonian captivity. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-25
Notice how this chapter ties love, obedience, and righteousness together. The chapter begins with 
the command to keep God's statutes and rules in verses 1-3, with the first specific instruction given 
in verse 5, "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might." The rest of  the chapter primarily discusses why the Israelites would love and obey 
the LORD. Their desire to live obediently would be reflected in the way they were always teaching 
their children who God is, and all He did and is doing for them. It is only by following God's 
direction that life will go well for the nation. Verse 25 links righteousness with obedience - "And it 
will be righteousness for us, if  we are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our 
God, as he has commanded us." 

Jesus explicitly says in John 14:15, "If  you love me, you will keep my commands." 1 John 3:7-10 
says whoever practices righteousness is of  God. 1 John 5:3 says the way to show your love of  God 
is to keep his commandments. It seems obvious, doesn't it? If  I love someone, I want to please 
them, and that response is for someone who is imperfect. How much greater should my love and 
obedience be for my perfect Lord and Savior? 

LORD our God, You alone are God; there is no other. We confess to worshiping other gods before 
You, but we desire to love You with all our heart, soul, and might. We know the only proper 
response to You is love. Righteous lives flow out of  love for You evidenced by obedience. May love, 
obedience, and righteousness be evident within us. 
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June 3 
DEUTERONOMY 7, PSALM 90, ISAIAH 35, REVELATION 5

Psalm 90
The heading says this is: "A Prayer Of  Moses, The Man Of  God." It is evident as you read this 
Psalm that he had a depth of  experience with both God and man.  

Moses begins by declaring the LORD to be our dwelling place. Acts 17:28 says the same thing, "In 
him we live and move and have our being." Then Moses compares God and man. Verse 2 declares 
God to be from everlasting. He is the One who formed the earth and brought forth the mountains. 
Verses 3-6 describes man to be just the opposite. Man is returning to dust just as God promised in 
Genesis 3:19, "For you are dust, and to dust, you shall return." To liken man to God is to equate 
the eternal with grass that fades and withers. Not only is man's life short, but his iniquities and sins 
are always before God. Man justly deserves God's anger and wrath—life is toil and trouble.  

That being true, it is easy to see why Moses would request of  God a wise heart so that we would 
correctly number our days and live accordingly. Moses concludes his prayer by expressing His 
desire for God to have pity on them and exhibit His steadfast love so that they may live their days 
in rejoicing and gladness. 

Any time you notice repeated words, phrases, or ideas, it is worth your time and effort to examine 
why the author is doing so. Psalm 90 is an excellent example.  

First, notice the use of  the word “return” in verses 3 and 13. The seeming hopelessness of  man 
returning to dust is countered by the great hope of  God returning to set things right. Just as the 
morning grass is renewed and flourishes before fading away (vv. 5-6), when God returns, He will 
satisfy us in the morning (v. 14) with His steadfast love. In the same way, man's seventy to eighty 
years end in a sigh (vv. 9-10) and like a dream God sweeps them away (vv. 4-5), but the God who is 
from everlasting to everlasting can make us glad as many years as we have seen evil.  

Moses ends by comparing the work of  man to the work of  God. Interestingly, the "work" of  God 
in verse sixteen is a different word than the "work" of  man in verse seventeen. In both instances, 
the word means to toil or labor. One of  the Hebrew language dictionaries I use distinguishes the 
word in verse sixteen as the work or toil of  a maker/creator. Isaiah 5:12 helps us understand the 
difference: "They have lyre and harp, tambourine and flute and wine at their feasts, but they do 
not regard the deeds of  the LORD or see the work of  his hands.” We see a similar distinction in 
Philippians 2:12-13, "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure." Paul is using the word “work” in the 
same way as in Psalm 90. 

LORD, You are our dwelling place. Only in You do we live, move and exist. We want You to make 
us wise as we live the days You give us. You alone know both our beginning and our end. Who are 
we that You would show such love, pity, favor, and glory? Thank You, Jesus, for the work You do in 
our lives. 

167

https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+7,Psalm+90,Isaiah+35,Revelation+5
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90
https://www.esv.org/Acts+17:28
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:2
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:3-6
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+3:19
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:3
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:13
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:5-6
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:14
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:9-10
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:4-5
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:16
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:17
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90:16
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+5:12
https://www.esv.org/Philippians+2:12-13
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+90


June 4 
DEUTERONOMY 8, PSALM 91, ISAIAH 36, REVELATION 6

Deuteronomy 8:2
“And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that 
he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or 
not.”  

So according to verse 2, God is in the humbling and the heart testing business. He goes about His 
business in a manner entirely different than mankind. When we want to humble someone, it is 
usually with sarcasm or a quick snarky put-down. When God humbles, He is slow and methodical 
to determine obedience. His process is that of  a loving Father patiently correcting his son.  

God warns Israel not to forget He is the One who provided everything they have. He cautions 
them not to think, "My power and the might of  my hand have gotten me this wealth." Paul says 
the same thing in 1 Corinthians 4:7, "What do you have that you did not receive? If  then you 
received it, why do you boast as if  you did not receive it?" God's final warning is for the Israelites 
not to allow their pride to cause them to forget Him and begin worshiping other god's. If  they do, 
they will surely perish.  

How easy is it to be prideful? Doesn't it seem when things are falling apart we can quickly turn to 
God, but when everything is going the way we think it should, we tend to forget Him? That was 
God's concern for the Israelites. In their prosperity, they wouldn't remember that man does not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of  the LORD.  

Is pride as big a struggle for you as it is for me? I must confess a strong inclination to be full of  Roy. 
God has much to say about a heart that is lifted up. Two verses that come to mind when the Holy 
Spirit begins to convict me are 1 Peter 5:5 and Romans 12:3. Peter says, "God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble." Paul's instruction is not to think more highly of  yourself  than you 
should. Pride ultimately violates both of  God's great commands. How can I "Love the LORD my 
God with all my heart," or "My neighbor as myself" when I am full of  myself ?  

Through the years, I have come to realize the antidote for pride is understanding and submitting 
to the sovereignty of  the LORD God. Isaiah 57:15 says, "For thus says the One who is high and 
lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 'I dwell in the high and holy place, and also 
with him who is of  a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of  the lowly and to revive the 
heart of  the contrite.'" When I place God in His proper place, it is impossible to think very highly 
of  Roy.  

One more verse that helps me is Micah 6:8, "He has told you, Roy, what is good; and what does 
the LORD require of  you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 
God?"  

Sovereign LORD and Loving Father, forgive me for placing myself  in the place You rightfully 
deserve, for thinking of  myself  more highly than I should, and attributing any success in my life to 
my wisdom and strength. Everything I have, every good and perfect gift, is from Your hand. Thank 
You.  
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June 5 
DEUTERONOMY 9, PSALM 92-93, ISAIAH 37, REVELATION 7

Psalm 93
"The LORD reigns...Your throne is established from of  old; you are from everlasting." (Psalm 93:1-2)  

This Psalm proclaims the eternal majestic power and might of  the LORD's kingdom. In 1 
Chronicles 29:10-13 David provides this description of  His kingdom, "Blessed are you, O LORD, 
the God of  Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and 
the glory and the victory and majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth are yours. Yours 
is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor come 
from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make 
great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God and praise your glorious name."  

Each of  today's four passages address the subject of  the LORD God's rule and reign.  

Deuteronomy 9 describes the LORD God of  Israel as a consuming fire who drives out nations 
greater and mightier than Israel to provide them a home. He does this not because of  their 
righteousness but to fulfill the promise he made to their forefathers. Moses says the people have 
been rebellious against the LORD from the beginning, but God will give them the land of  promise 
as a display of  His great power and proof  of  His ability to establish and destroy kingdoms.  

In Isaiah 37, Sennacherib, the king of  Assyria, lists all the nations that have fallen to him and asks 
why Judah should be any different. Israel, the ten northern tribes, had already been defeated by 
Assyria; why should the two smaller tribes of  Judah receive a different result? Yet, God told 
Hezekiah not to worry. He put a spirit in Sennacherib to direct him back to his land to die there by 
the sword. Verses 22-29 give us what God had to say to Sennacherib. After the Lord repeats 
Sennacherib's boast of  all he had accomplished, God asks, "Have you not heard that I determined 
it long ago? I planned from days of  old what I now bring to pass...I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth." The LORD God of  Israel reigns and rules. It may seem those nations 
like Assyria and kings like Sennacherib have power and authority, but it is theirs only by the hand 
of  the One who rules over all.  

Revelation 7 provides a picture of  the rule and reign of  the One who sits on the throne and the 
Lamb. A great multitude from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages crying out, 
"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." In addition to this 
multitude are all the angels and the elders and the four living creatures, who fall on their faces 
before the throne and worship God saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."  

The Sovereign Lord, holy and true, reigns and rules. May we rejoice in Him now as our Sovereign 
King—a part of  the remnant of  the house of  Judah, the band of  survivors out of  the Mount of  
Zion who swells to the great multitude that worships around the everlasting throne of  the 
Sovereign LORD. 
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June 6 
DEUTERONOMY 10, PSALM 94, ISAIAH 38, REVELATION 8 

Deuteronomy 10:12-22
In our study of  Deuteronomy 8, we looked at what the Lord your God requires of  us in Micah 6:8. 
Today, Moses asks and answers the same question in Deuteronomy 10:12-13. His reply to the 
question, "What does the LORD your God require of  you?" is to fear the LORD your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of  the LORD. By the way, Moses says God 
requires this for their good.  

That list can be overwhelming until you read the next two verses where the LORD provides the 
reason and incentive for His requirement. Notice in verse 14, who is placing these demands on the 
people. He is the One to whom belongs heaven, the heaven of  heaven, and the earth with all that 
is in it. The reason for His requirement is the fact that He, as the possessor of  all, has set His heart 
in love on their fathers and has uniquely chosen them above all people. After telling them to do 
everything necessary to keep their hearts from being hardened against Him, He gives a supreme 
definition of  Himself. 

The name in Hebrew used in verse 17 is more powerful to me than in English. In Hebrew, verse 
17 says, "For Yahweh, your Elohim is Elohim of  elohims and the Adoni of  adonis, the great, the mighty 
and the awesome El." (For a refresher on the depth of  meaning of  each of  these names, see 
Appendix A)  

Moses concludes verse 15 by saying this is who they are - they are those chosen by the One 
described in verses 14 and 17. Doesn't that stir your heart? 1 John 3:1 says the same thing, "See 
what kind of  love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of  God; and so we 
are." Doesn't that cause your heart and soul to soar? Isn't that sufficient reason to live a life based 
on the requirements the LORD your God gave for your good? 

Deuteronomy 10:15 says, the "LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring 
after them." Galatians 3:7 says, "Know then that it is those of  faith who are the sons of  Abraham." 
Did you realize you are one of  those descendants of  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob chosen by God? If  
you are in the faith, in Christ Jesus, Deuteronomy 10:15 includes you! In John 17, Jesus describes 
this group as the ones the Father gave Him. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  

LORD my God, You are the God of  gods, the Lord of  lords, the Great, the Mighty, and the 
Awesome God. You are my praise. You are my God. You are fulfilling Your promise to Abraham. 
You are giving him descendants who are as numerous as the stars in the heavens. O, thank You, 
Jesus, for including me.  
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June 7 
DEUTERONOMY 11, PSALM 95-96, ISAIAH 39, REVELATION 9

Deuteronomy 11:7
"For your eyes have seen all the great work of  the LORD that he did." 

In the previous verses, Moses reminded the Israelites of  the signs and deeds God performed in 
delivering them from Egypt to the present day. The two examples he uses are the destruction of  
the Egyptian army at the Red Sea and the earth opening up to swallow entire families during the 
rebellion of  Korah (Numbers 16). Moses wants the people to remember the consequences of  
God's anger because he is preparing to set before them the option of  God's blessing versus God's 
curse. 

In verse 16, before presenting this option, Moses warns the people to, "Take care lest your heart be 
deceived, and you turn aside and serve other gods." After experiencing both the blessings and the 
discipline of  Almighty God since He brought them out of  Egypt, it would seem this warning 
would be unnecessary, however, because we know the rest of  the story, the warning was necessary, 
but went unheeded. 

So the question for me is, how is the heart deceived? It would seem that because of  all the great 
works of  the LORD these eyes have seen there would be no opportunity for deception. We know 
these people did turn aside and serve and worship other gods. Since their hearts could be deceived 
with all the experience and information, they possessed, how about mine? Am I deceiving my 
heart or allowing my heart to be deceived? 

Revelation 12:9 says the ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, is the deceiver of  the 
whole world. Eve used the serpent's deception as the reason for eating the fruit (Genesis 3:13). 
Adam just blames God for giving him Eve (Genesis 3:12). They both had ample evidence of  God's 
goodness, love, and provision, yet, they chose to act on the lie. Maybe Eve was deceived by the 
serpent, but was Adam self-deceived? 

None of  us want to admit to being tricked, taken advantage of, or deceived, yet, we know it 
happens. What about when we deceive ourselves; when we are aware something is wrong but 
convince ourselves it is okay? 

How do I protect my heart? Romans 1:18-25 is a great place to start. Paul explains how we all 
have sufficient knowledge of  God through His creation, but we don't honor Him as the Creator, 
and we are not thankful for what He does. By doing that we deceive ourselves, and our thinking 
becomes futile, and our foolish hearts darkened. Paul says we claim to be wise but become fools 
and exchange the truth of  God for a lie and worship the creation rather than the Creator. The first 
place I would start to protect my heart is by acknowledging God moment by moment and 
thanking Him for who He is and what He does. 

In Ephesians 6:10-18, Paul challenges us to realize as believers there is a war raging around us. 
Since the devil is the deceiver of  the whole world, plainly we need protection from the enemy. Paul 
summarizes the entire passage with verse 13: "Therefore take up the whole armor of  God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm." God has given us 
both an offensive weapon (the Word of  God) and defensive protection (truth, righteousness, peace, 
and salvation). To protect ourselves and our families from the deceiver we must suit up every 
morning. Satan's objective is to deceive you and cause your heart to turn aside to serve and 
worship other gods. 

Lastly, a verse we can so easily use about others is appropriate for ourselves. Ephesians 4:14-15 
(NLT) says, "Then we will no longer be immature children. We won't be tossed and blown about 
by every wind of  new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so 
clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more 
and more like Christ, who is the head of  his body, the church." Not only will others try to deceive 
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us, but we can and do deceive ourselves. Speaking the truth in love to yourself  is the start to ending 
self-deception. 

By the way, verse 8 says obedience gives you strength to continue doing what God requires. 

My LORD and God, I want to protect my heart. How can I love You with my whole heart if  I 
allow it to be deceived? Holy Spirit, give me eyes to see Your truth and the lies of  the deceiver. 
Please give me the courage to confront the lies that lead to the worship of  other god's. Help me be 
truthful with myself. I certainly do not want my heart to be self-deceived. 
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June 8 
DEUTERONOMY 12, PSALM 97-98, ISAIAH 40, REVELATION 10

Psalm 97:6
"The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory."  

I am blessed to have lived and worked a large portion of  my life under the heavens that proclaim 
his righteousness instead of  a man-made roof. I have been fortunate to see many sunrises and 
sunsets well outside any city limit sign. I have often had the privilege to watch the Master paint His 
multicolored sky on both the eastern and western horizon. I have watched storm clouds build as 
high as the heavens, as the wind buffets ahead of  an oncoming storm, but I am more blessed in the 
realization that it is all just a display of  His glory.  

The LORD's glory as revealed in creation makes this verse an excellent introduction to Isaiah 40. 
This chapter of  Isaiah announces the need to prepare the highway for the coming of  our God 
when the glory of  the LORD is revealed to all mankind in a much more profound manner. We 
know from John 1:1-23 this is a prophecy of  the coming Messiah. John the Baptist describes 
himself  as the one sent to make this proclamation.  

This announcement in Isaiah begins by proclaiming man to be a part of  the creation just like grass 
and flowers in all their splendor, but they, too, ultimately wither and fade away, however, the Word 
of  our God will stand forever. John 1:1 describes the Messiah as the Word who is God. Isaiah 49:9 
concludes with the statement, "Behold your God!"  

In verses 10-18 an attempt is made to describe Him, with the author ultimately asking, "who is 
comparable to Him? An idol?" Isaiah shows the foolishness of  comparing a piece of  metal or wood 
to the One who sits above the earth and stretches out the heavens like a curtain or a tent in which 
to live.  

Isaiah 40:26 describes the nighttime heavens as they declare the glory of  the LORD: "Lift up your 
eyes on high and see: who created these? He brings out their host by number, calling them all by 
name; by the greatness of  his might and because he is strong in power not one is missing."  

Thank You, LORD. You display Your glory in so many ways all the time. Thank you for revealing 
Yourself  perfectly in Jesus, the Messiah, the Living Word. We rejoice to see Your splendor, majesty, 
and glory in all You have created. Jesus, we look expectantly to see You in all Your glory when You 
return.  

I want to share a video which makes Isaiah 40:26 one of  the most memorable verses in Isaiah to 
me. If  you have never seen or heard Louie Giglio, you are in for a soul-reviving treat. If  you know 
Louie and have seen his "Indescribable" video, I don't have to encourage you to watch it again. It 
lasts about 45 minutes, but is worth every minute. The video will change your view of  the glory of  
our LORD's heaven at night.  
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June 9 
DEUTERONOMY 13-14, PSALM 99-101, ISAIAH 41, REVELATION 11

Psalm 101:2
"I will ponder the way that is blameless. O when will you come to me?" (ESV) 
"I will study the way that is blameless. When shall I attain it?" (NRSV) 

Several years ago, I chose the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) to read during the year. 
None of  the other translations I had read used this wording. Most translate the second sentence in 
a similar way to the ESV. For years, I thought David was saying, "I am going to study the way to 
live correctly. God, when will you come to help me?" It seems the question is to what does the 
pronoun "you" in the ESV refer? For some time, I thought it referred to God, but reading the 
NRSV forced me to re-examine the verse. It seems "you" is "the blameless way." I believe my first 
thought was wrong. It seems David is asking, "When will I attain blamelessness?" 

When I read this verse in the NRSV, it made me laugh because I could empathize with David. I 
still chuckle because I am in total agreement with David's question. I continue to study the way of  
the blameless, but when will I attain it? 

The Hebrew word for "I will ponder" means to understand, comprehend, have insight, make wise, 
and achieve success. "Blameless" is used most often in Leviticus and Numbers and is translated as, 
"without blemish." I am sure your immediate thought was, "O, just like the requirement of  the 
sacrifice offered to God." You are exactly right. In those two books, this word is used 
approximately forty times; almost always as "without blemish." Once in Leviticus 22:21, it is 
translated as "perfect."  

Understanding what we are studying or working to attain adds to the humor, doesn't it? David or 
Roy or any of  us being described as "without blemish" or "perfect,"— who would ever think that 
of  any of  us?  

That is exactly what Ephesians 5:25-27 says about the bride of  Christ: "Husbands, love your wives, 
as Christ loved the Church and gave himself  up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed 
her by the washing of  water with the word, so that he might present the Church to himself  in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish."  

For those who are in Christ, Jesus fulfilled the requirement demanded in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy as the sacrifice offered to God. Jesus has given Himself  for us. He has set us apart 
for Himself  and cleansed us by the washing of  His Word. He has done this amazing thing so that 
He may present the Church to Himself  in splendor! 

So you might ask, "Since I am perfect in Christ, all that is left for me to do is wait to be presented, 
right?" No, just like David stated, "I will ponder," we too must ponder to understand, comprehend, 
have insight, be wise, and to achieve success.  
Paul says it this way in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, 
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of  truth."  

Thank you for reading and studying God's truths with me this year. I pray you are daily being 
washed in His Word. My desire for myself  and you is that 2 Timothy 2:15 would be true of  us.  

Christ Jesus, thank You for Your perfection. We are unworthy of  such a gift, but we want to do 
everything we are capable of  to present ourselves to the Father as those who are not ashamed. We 
want to not only know Your Word, but to use it correctly in governing our lives and in speaking 
Your Truth to others.  
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June 10 
DEUTERONOMY 15, PSALM 102, ISAIAH 42, REVELATION 12

Deuteronomy 15:1-18
"You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD 
your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake." (Deuteronomy 15:10) 

While reading the first eighteen verses of  Deuteronomy, I thought, "what a gracious way to live!" 
If  anyone is in need, help them; don't be hard-hearted or tightfisted. Do so ungrudgingly because 
God will bless you in your obedience. When someone who is in financial trouble agrees to work for 
you, even as a slave, bless him when he leaves. Don't let him leave empty handed but bless him 
with what God has blessed you. Verse eighteen ends with, "So the LORD your God will bless all 
that you do." 

This portion of  Deuteronomy 15 is a good commentary on 1 Corinthians 16:14 where Paul says, 
"Let all that you do be done in love." Seems to be another way of  saying, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself."  

Father, You bless me every day from Your provisions in an obvious act of  love. May I have the 
same heart with those You place in my life.  

Psalm 102:1-12
The title of  this Psalm, "A Prayer Of  One Afflicted, When He Is Faint And Pours Out His 
Complaint Before The LORD" is an encouragement to me. Do you ever complain to the LORD? 
I must quickly confess that I do. My encouragement comes from the fact that there must be an 
appropriate way to bring my complaints before the LORD since He included this Psalm in His 
Word to us. 

Unfortunately, I think most of  our complaints to God are different than this one. It seems that my 
complaints focus on the first eleven verses and don't get to verse twelve. In the first eleven verses, 
the Psalmist lays out his complaints, but verse twelve changes the entire direction of  the Psalm: 
"But you, O LORD, are enthroned forever; you are remembered throughout all generations." The 
Psalmist turns his focus to Whom he is addressing his complaints; the One who actually can and 
does involve Himself  in the lives of  His people for their good. The Psalm closes with this thought, 
"You are the same, and your years have no end. The children of  your servants shall dwell secure; 
their offspring shall be established before you."  

LORD God, forgive me for making my complaints to You so much more than twelve verses. Holy 
Spirit, please quickly remind me to Whom I am complaining. Please help me quickly get to, "But 
you, O LORD."  
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June 11 
DEUTERONOMY 16, PSALM 103, ISAIAH 43, REVELATION 13

Isaiah 43
Isn't this chapter awesome? By that I mean doesn't this chapter expand your view of  God with 
reverence, worship, and admiration? The dictionary defines awe as, "an emotion variously 
combining dread, veneration, and wonder that is inspired by authority or by the sacred or 
sublime."  

The detail God provides about Himself  and His people in this chapter should stir us to worship, 
rejoice, and repent all within twenty-eight verses. 

The proper names He gives Himself  forces us to stop and examine Him: 
• "The LORD your God, the Holy One of  Israel, your Savior." (v. 3) 
• "The LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of  Israel." (v. 14) 
• "The LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of  Israel, your King." (v. 15)  
• He is Savior, Redeemer, Creator, and King of  Israel, who is Holy.  

As if  these names were not sufficient, He adds three descriptive "I am" statements: 
• "I, I am, the LORD, and besides me there is no savior." (v. 11) 
• "I am he; there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn it back?" (v. 
13) 
•  "I, I am he who blots your transgressions for my own sake and I will not remember your 
sins." (v. 25) 

He is the only Savior. He is eternal; no one can change what He does. He alone forgives and 
forgets sin for His own sake.  

This chapter also provides incredible detail about His relationship with His people: 
• I created, formed, redeemed, and named you; you are mine. Nothing shall harm you because 
of  who you are to Me. (v. 1-2) 
• To me you are precious, honored, and loved so don't be afraid because I will gather you to 
Myself. I call you by My name because I created you for My glory so that you might declare my 
praise. (v. 4-7, 21) 
• I have chosen you to be My witness and servant, so you may know, believe and understand 
who I am. (v. 10, 12) 

His people are special to Him, and He has a special purpose for them. 

God also reminds the people of  who they are: 
• You did not call on me. You are weary of  me. (v. 22) 
• You have not honored me with offerings or sacrifices. (v. 23) 
• You have burdened me and wearied me with your sins and iniquities. (v. 24) 
•  You have no case to make against Me; for generations you have rebelled against Me. 
Therefore, I will deliver you to destruction and reviling. (v. 26-28) 
• Earlier in the chapter, He promised to deliver them from the Babylonians just as He delivered 
their forefathers from Egypt. God tells them this new thing He is doing for them will be like a 
river in the desert so they may declare His praise. (v. 14-21)  

Doesn't this chapter fulfill the definition of  awe? Don't we serve an awesome God? Doesn't His 
description of  Himself  and us cause you to repent, praise, and worship the Savior, Redeemer, 
Creator, and King of  Israel who is Holy?  

Holy One of  Israel, we proclaim Your greatness. You alone are worthy of  praise, glory, and honor. 
Thank You for choosing us. We are aware of  our unworthiness. Your grace, mercy, and 
compassion are the only reason we would ever receive Your name. THANK YOU. 
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June 12 
DEUTERONOMY 17, PSALM 104, ISAIAH 44, REVELATION 14

Isaiah 44:9-20
Several times Deuteronomy says idols are an abomination to God. The Israelites were told to 
destroy the idols of  the people in the land He was giving to them. They were not to bring them 
into their home because they were an abominable thing that should be devoted to destruction 
(Deuteronomy 7:25-26). 

Moses commanded the people to have nothing to do with idols. Isaiah mocks those who make and 
worship them. 

This passage makes a laughing stock out of  anyone who would make and worship an idol. How 
could someone who made an idol expect something they created to protect or bless them? How 
could an idol be greater than it's creator?  

Isaiah goes to great length to demonstrate a piece of  wood is just a piece of  wood, whether you use 
it to warm yourself  or to cook your food or to worship. Verse 20 is a sad commentary on those 
who do, "The poor, deluded fool feeds on ashes. He trusts something that can't help him at all. Yet 
he cannot bring himself  to ask, 'Is this idol that I'm holding in my hand a lie?'" (NLT) 

It is not common today to see people worshiping carved or crafted images, but it is common to see 
people trusting something that cannot help them at all. Isaiah 44:20 says that is idolatry. 

LORD, there is no other God but You. There is no Rock but You. Please give us eyes to see that 
idols, things in which we trust that cannot support us are a lie. You are the Rock whose work is 
perfect, the God who is faithful. 

Revelation 14:1
Are you an exclamation point kind of  person? I fear I date myself  with that question. A more 
current way to ask the question probably is, "Are you an emoji person?" 

This week, while recuperating from surgery in Austin with my sister, who also had surgery, her son 
announced his engagement to be married. Needless to say, Beverley was thrilled. As they were 
texting back and forth, she allowed me to read some of  their conversation. Her comments were full 
of  exclamation marks. A few of  her texts were so exuberant two or three exclamation marks were 
necessary with an emoji or two added for special effect.  

I ask the question because of  Revelation 14:1. Would you have an exclamation point in this verse? 
The New Revised Standard Version does, "Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on 
Mount Zion!" After so much of  what he had seen "in the Spirit" (Revelation 14:1) after each of  the 
seals were opened starting in chapter 6, it seems an exclamation mark is appropriate. I am sure 
that statement was an exclamation for John. Even knowing God's just wrath is the proper 
consequence of  rebellion, after so much deception, death, and destruction, I rejoiced to read, 
"There was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion!"  

Years ago my son wanted me to watch a show about the end times. I told him I didn't need to see 
the movie as I had read the Book and knew who won.  

King of  kings, Lord of  lords, of  course, You stand on Mount Zion. The place You chose for Your 
Name to dwell. Great is the mystery of  godliness: You are both the Lion of  the tribe of  Judah and 
the Lamb of  God. We worship You as Savior. Because of  You, we are exclamation people.  
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June 13 
DEUTERONOMY 18, PSALM 105, ISAIAH 45, REVELATION 15

Deuteronomy 18:15-19
Peter summarizes these verses in Acts 3:22-23, "Moses said, 'The Lord God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. And it shall be 
that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.'" This 
statement was part of  Peter's address to the crowd in the Temple after he heals the lame man in 
Jesus' name (Acts 3:6). Peter told them God fulfilled the promise of  Deuteronomy 18:18 in Jesus 
Christ of  Nazareth, who he says is the Holy and Righteous One, the Author of  life. 

It seems the people expected the Messiah to be the prophet God promised in Deuteronomy 18. In 
John 4:25, the Samaritan woman at the well told Jesus, "I know that Messiah is coming. When he 
comes, he will tell us all things." Jesus responded to her by saying, "I who speak to you am he." 
Jesus claims to be the Messiah who will tell them everything. 

Jesus publicly and privately makes that assertion many times. In John 8:28 Jesus says, "I do nothing 
on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me." In John 12:49 He adds, "For I have 
not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself  given me a command—
what to say and what to speak." During the Last Supper, He told the eleven, "No longer do I call 
you servants...I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you." (John 15:15) 

Lord God, who but You would fulfill this promise by coming Yourself. We know all Your promises 
find their "yes" in Jesus, even this one in Deuteronomy 18. It is because of  Jesus, for Your glory, we 
say, "Amen".  

Isaiah 45:5-6
I think Isaiah understood Exodus 20:3, "You shall have no other gods before me." From reading 
this chapter, don't you think he understood the first commandment?  

Look at the number of  times he says, "I am the LORD, and there is no other" or "besides me there 
is no God." He repeats himself  in verses 14, 18, 21, and 22. God wants us to know there is no one 
like Him, so we have no reason to put anyone or anything before Him. In every way, He is the 
First.  

Through the years, I have come to realize my breaking any of  the other nine commandments is 
ultimately based on my not being completely settled upon the first commandment. If  I am at 
peace with there being nothing comparable to Him, why would I ever discount Him in any way? 
If  I genuinely believe that God has given me everything necessary for life and godliness, why would 
I seek anything outside the boundaries He establishes for His creation? Why would I search for 
anything else since the Messiah teaches me all things? 

Father, I want to be a first commandment man. I desire to place nothing ahead of  You. Holy 
Spirit, convict me quickly when anything is in the place of  my Lord and my God.  
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June 14 
DEUTERONOMY 19, PSALM 106, ISAIAH 46, REVELATION 16

Isaiah 46:3-4
For years if  you had asked me if  I knew the Bible, I would have answered, "Of  course! I grew up 
going to church. Until I was 18 I went to church three times a week; Sunday morning, Sunday 
evening, and Wednesday night. That's not even counting revivals, Vacation Bible Schools, and 
Christian youth camps. Do I know the Bible?—What a foolish question." 

Beginning to read the Bible faithfully after being saved at the age of  thirty-four, I discovered a lot I 
did not know or had learned that was wrong. I prayed, "Lord Jesus, please correct what I have 
learned that does not match Your Word." I thought the process would take a few months, and that 
would all be straightened out. 

One of  the first things He showed me was that some of  the songs I loved to sing in worship did not 
match His Word. Carol and I discussed this for many Sundays on our way home. It proved to be a 
great blessing for us both because we began to talk about the difference between what we and 
others thought versus of  the Bible said.  

I am sure by now you are asking, "Okay, what does this have to do with this passage of  Scripture? 
Good question.  

Years ago, I read a touching poem, "Footprints in the Sand," printed on a picture of  footprints on 
a beach. That poem seemed to be an excellent description of  my life until I read this passage. It is 
a great help for me to put my name in Scripture as the LORD speaks. It is too easy to think He is 
speaking only to those stubborn Israelites, or hard-hearted Pharisees, or unbelieving scribes. Using 
that method, Isaiah 46:3-4 says, "Listen to me, Roy, you have been borne by me from before your 
birth, carried from the womb; even to your old age I am He, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I 
have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save."  

See what I mean? Suddenly that poem was incorrect. A Biblical picture would never have two sets 
of  footprints; just the one set of  God's as He carries me from beginning to end.  

Earlier I stated I was saved when I was 34, but Scripture has "tweaked" my thinking about that as 
well. Now when asked the question, "When were you saved?", my response is, "From my 
perspective or God's?" To me, it sure seems like 34 is the correct age, but Ephesians 1:3-4 offers 
another answer: "Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of  the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him."  

So, from God's perspective, I was saved before the foundation of  the world. That is why He can 
say, "Roy, before you were born, while you were still in the womb, I carried you, and I will until I 
bring you home to be with Me."  

I pray as you read God's Word this year, He is graciously correcting and tweaking your knowledge 
of  Him and yourself. 

Lord Jesus, thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit. It is our desire for Him to teach us all things. Holy 
Spirit, correct our wrong thinking, teach us to know our Savior, not as we think, but in Your Truth. 
Father, thank You for carrying us from beginning to end.  
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June 15 
DEUTERONOMY 20, PSALM 107, ISAIAH 47, REVELATION 17

Psalm 107
The lack of  man's thankfulness to a gracious and giving God is a constant theme in Scripture. 
Romans 1:18-20 describes man's unthankfulness to God as one of  the reasons for His anger 
against mankind.  

Have you ever spent your time, money, or energy to help someone and never received an 
acknowledgment of  any kind? How did that make you feel? 

Psalm 107 was written to remind and encourage us to always be thankful for God's goodness and 
to express our gratitude. In the NLT verse two says, "Has the LORD redeemed you? Then speak 
out! Tell others he has redeemed you from your enemies." So, the evidence of  thankfulness is 
telling others how good God is to us.  

This Psalm gives four examples of  God's deliverance. In each instance, after describing the 
circumstances of  each person's situation, the Psalmist said they "cried to the LORD...and he 
delivered them from their distress." The Psalmist then commands, "Let them thank the LORD for 
his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of  man!" 

The second and third example of  distress are brought on by the individual's rebellion or sinfulness. 
The first and fourth appear to be people going about their daily lives and finding themselves in life-
threatening situations. What is amazing is the fact that no matter how they got in such dire straits, 
when they called on the LORD, He delivered them. It seems obvious each of  these can have both 
physical and spiritual implications. 

The last verse says the wise person will take notice of  God's goodness and deliverance. Notice both 
the first and final verse focus on the steadfast love of  the LORD. The obvious conclusion is the 
wise will acknowledge God's steadfast love by voicing their thankfulness. 

Our Redeemer—the LORD of  hosts is His Name—the Holy One of  Israel, we agree with Jesus. 
We declare there is no one good except You. You are good to us. You have redeemed and delivered 
us from our self-inflicted distress. You have protected us even when we were oblivious. Forgive us 
for our lack of  appreciation and gratitude. We desire that our thankfulness to You the One True 
God would flow from our hearts and mouths so others would know of  Your goodness. 

Isaiah 47:6
God, Himself, delivered the Israelites over to the Babylonians because of  their rebellion against 
Him by worshiping other gods. Notice what He required of  the Babylonians while the Israelites 
were under their authority: "You showed them no mercy; on the aged, you made your yoke 
exceedingly heavy."  

On two separate occasions in Matthew 9:13 and 12:7, Jesus, quoting Hosea 6:6, said: "I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice." In Matthew 12:7 Jesus said, "And if  you had known what this means, 'I desire 
mercy, and not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guiltless.'" When the LORD 
delivered the nation of  Judah into the hands of  the Babylonians, don't you think some of  these 
captives had never worshiped other gods? Some turned over to the Babylonians were guiltless, 
were they not? James 2:13 says, "For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment." 

Lord Jesus, please teach us the meaning of  Your desire for mercy rather than sacrifice. We know 
our Father has shown great mercy to us and we want to be as merciful to others. Forgive us for 
being like the Babylonians and thinking ourselves better than others. 
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June 16 
DEUTERONOMY 21, PSALM 108-109, ISAIAH 48, REVELATION 18

Deuteronomy 21:22-23
"If  a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body 
shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him on the same day, for the hanged man is cursed by God." 

Doesn't this verse catch your attention? As believers, we know 1 Peter 2:24-25 says, "He himself  
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd the Overseer of  your souls."  

In the books of  Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, Moses listed many sins worthy of  death: 
giving your children to Molech, being a medium or necromancer, blaspheming the Name, 
gathering sticks on the Sabbath, worshiping other gods or the sun or the moon, and being a 
stubborn, rebellious son. However, being stoned to death was the consequence of  these offenses, 
not hanging. The only mention of  hanging someone on a tree, to this point in the Bible, is 
Pharaoh's baker (Genesis 40:19-22). As believers, we know this verse is hugely significant because 
of  God's curse on the man hung from a tree.  

In Galatians 3, Paul challenges the Christians to examine the difference between works of  the Law 
and faith. Those who distorted the gospel told believers that belief  in Jesus was necessary, but for 
real salvation, the works of  the Law were required. Using Abraham as the example, Paul 
contended that believing God was what counted as righteousness. Those of  faith, not works, were 
the true sons of  Abraham. 

In Galatians 3:10-13, Paul uses several Old Testament passages to drive home this point. Verse 10 
says anyone who does not obey all the Law is cursed (by God). Verse 11 makes the point that the 
righteous live by faith not works. Verse 12 provides the antithesis of  verse 10 by saying, "The one 
who does them shall live by them." The passage, in effect, says anyone who keeps all the Law has 
life.  

The climax is Galatians 3:13-14, "Christ redeemed us from the curse of  the law by becoming a 
curse for us – for it is written 'Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree’ – so that in Christ Jesus 
the blessing of  Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit 
through faith." 

Paul's argument is:  
1. Everyone who breaks any part of  God's Law is cursed. (Deuteronomy 27:26) 
2. Righteousness before God comes by faith not by keeping the Law. (Habakkuk 2:4) 
3. The one who keeps all God's Law has life. (Leviticus 18:5) 
4. Christ Jesus, the only One who kept all the Law perfectly, was cursed for us lawbreakers so that 
through faith in Him we might stand in His righteousness before God (Deuteronomy 21:22-23). 

Much about this passage makes me shout for joy! Of  course, Jesus rose from the dead! God the 
Father promised, "The One who does them shall live." Jesus Christ, my Lord, King, and Savior 
lives. Yes, death had no hold on Him. Because of  God's promise, I am in Christ Jesus, who became 
my wisdom from God, righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. Who else would I boast 
in but the Lord? 
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June 17 
DEUTERONOMY 22, PSALM 110-111, ISAIAH 49, REVELATION 19

Psalm 110:1
In Matthew 22, those opposed to Jesus take their best shot at getting Him to say something with 
which they could destroy Him. The Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees all asked questions they 
felt sure would expose Jesus as a fraud. After fending off  all comers, Jesus poses a question to them, 
"What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?" They responded "The son of  
David." (Matthew 22:41-42) 

They had to have thought there is no other answer. In 2 Samuel 7:11-16, God promised to 
establish a kingdom for David's son that would endure forever. Isaiah 9:7 describes the Messiah's 
Kingdom as the Throne of  David which will last forever.  

Jesus' response completely stumped them. Referring to Psalm 110, Jesus asked, "How is it then that 
David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 'The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I 
put your enemies under your feet?'' "If  then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?" (Matthew 
22:43-45). Needless to say, they had no answer, and after that, they questioned Him no further. 

Since the Messiah was to be David's son, why would David refer to him as "my Lord"? We would 
translate that first phrase, in Psalm 110:1, as "YHWH says to my Adoni." The questioners could 
not wrap their mind around the idea that the Son was greater than the Father. They could not 
conceive of  David's son being the Son of  God. 

I, too, struggle with the thought of  God coming and living as a man with all the difficulty and 
persecution we know Jesus faced. Why would He lower Himself  to such a place? I know God's love 
is described in John 3:16, but why would Jesus do what He did? John 15:13 provides an answer, as 
Jesus says, "Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends."  

Jesus, I do not comprehend Your love. Why would You do such a thing? Thank You for Your love 
and obedience to the Father. Thank You for considering me a friend.  

Isaiah 49:1-6
Isaiah 49:1-6 is a Messianic passage speaking of  the True Servant. The NRSV translates verse four 
as the Servant saying, "I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet 
surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward is with my God."  

I don't understand all that this passage means, but at some level in Jesus' humanity he had to have 
thought and felt this. He is the One who said, "O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I 
to be with you? How long am I to bear with you?" (Matthew 17:17). "O you of  little faith, why did 
you doubt?" (Matthew 14:31).  

This passage has been an encouragement to me because I have felt the same way. At times, it 
appeared I spent my time and energy as a pastor for nothing, but I trusted my cause to the LORD 
knowing if  I am to receive any reward, it is with my God and ultimately belongs to Him anyway.  

In Philippians 2:14-16 Paul explains his evidence of  not running in vain: "Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, children of  God without blemish 
in the midst of  a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
holding fast to the word of  life, so that in the day of  Christ I may be proud that I did not run in 
vain or labor in vain." Paul's proof  of  having run successfully are those who, through his 
preaching/teaching, hold fast to the "Word of  life." 

LORD Jesus, Your faithfulness is always an encouragement. I have not faced anything compared 
to what You endured. Please forgive me for those periods of  feeling like a failure as Your servant. 
Thank You for the gift of  those who hold fast to Your Word because of  Your Spirit using me as in 
instrument in Your hand.  
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June 18 
DEUTERONOMY 23, PSALM 112-113, ISAIAH 50, REVELATION 20

Isaiah 50:4-9
Have you ever struggled to speak of  Jesus and His kingdom? I know I have. A few years after 
becoming a believer, I was asked by a person I respected why I was so hopeful and optimistic. I 
knew the answer was my faith in God and my trust in Jesus, but I waffled by saying it was just my 
nature. As I heard myself, it sounded foolish.  

Don't you admire those people who can boldly speak of  the glory of  our God and Savior? Isaiah is 
one of  those people. Do you remember when Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on the throne, high and 
lifted up, in chapter 6? After being confronted by a holy God, Isaiah offered to speak for the 
LORD. In verses 9-12, the Lord tells Isaiah what he is to say and for how long. It would be worth 
your time to read the passage, but this is my summary: Tell the people they hear but don't 
understand, they see but don't perceive. Their hearts are dull, ears plugged, and eyes blind. They 
will not turn to Me. Keep preaching the same sermon until their cities are desolate because the 
people are in captivity in a foreign country.  

Isaiah faithfully told the nation of  Judah all God instructed him. This passage gives us insight into 
Isaiah's boldness and willingness to speak for God. Verses 4-5 says God gave him a tongue to speak 
and ears to hear. Isaiah listened to the words of  wisdom and understanding the LORD gave him, 
and he used them to sustain the weary. Isaiah did not turn back from the task even though there 
was considerable opposition. He was whipped, spit upon and had his beard pulled out, but since 
the LORD God helped Isaiah, he would not be ashamed or disgraced. Instead, he set his face to 
do as God instructed. 

Paul says something very similar in 2 Timothy 1:8-12 which concludes with this statement, "But I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he can guard until 
that day what has been entrusted to me." In 2 Timothy 4:17 Paul adds, "But the LORD stood by 
me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed." 

Years ago, if  someone had this discussion with me, I would have responded by saying, I am sure 
that's true, but I am not Isaiah or Paul, so what is your point? After the incident where I failed so 
miserably to speak the Truth, I was disappointed in myself  and ashamed of  my lack of  courage. 
Since then, when presented with the opportunity, I try to express what God has taught me. It does 
not always come out smooth or eloquent, but I have found it true that the Holy Spirit will use a 
willing tongue and ear. He has strengthened me, and I have been able to speak His Word to those 
in need. 

My prayer is that God has given you wisdom and understanding as you study His Word this year. I 
pray you use it for His glory by boldly speaking what He is teaching. My desire for you is the 
realization of  Him being an ever-present help, and you experience the joy that comes from 
declaring the goodness of  our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

183

https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+23,Psalm+112-113,Isaiah+50,Revelation+20
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+50:4-9
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+6
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+6:9-12
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+6:4-5
https://www.esv.org/2+Timothy+1:8-12
https://www.esv.org/2+Timothy+4:17


June 19 
DEUTERONOMY 24, PSALM 114-115, ISAIAH 52, REVELATION 21

Psalm 115:1-10
The Israelites were to be a unique people. God's first two commandments make that entirely clear: 
"You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself  a carved image, or any 
likeness of  anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God." (Exodus 20:3-5) 

The nations surrounding Israel and the people living among them, from the tribes God 
commanded to be destroyed, were all idolaters. They had a multitude of  idols representing the 
numerous gods they worshiped. Worshiping only one God and having no material object 
representing Him made the Israelites a peculiar people to their neighbors. 

Psalm 115:1 proclaims the uniqueness of  the God of  Israel and His people. The writer understood 
the value God places on His Name and glory. In Isaiah 42:8 the LORD says, "I am the LORD; 
that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols." The author of  this 
Psalm proclaims the LORD alone is worthy of  receiving glory because of  His holy nature. 

So verse two appears to be an apt question for the neighbors to ask: "Where is their God?" They 
did not doubt their gods because they had an idol representing each one they worshiped. Since the 
Israelites had no visible, physical image, how could they know their God, much less where He was? 

The answer to the question in verse three goes far beyond the mere location of  the God of  Israel. 
The author affirms the sovereignty of  Israel's God by adding "He does as he pleases." Job 42:2 says 
the same thing, "I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of  yours can be thwarted." 

The comparison between a sovereign God and idols made with human hands is laughable. The 
maker of  the various idols provided physical attributes, but of  what value were they? An idol can 
do nothing on its own; where it is placed, it stays. How can you compare that to the God of  heaven 
who does all that He wants?  

Then the author makes the brutally honest observation that those who make and trust idols 
become like their creation. How common is it for people to worship a god of  their own making? 
How easy is it to put your trust in your own desire or idea? Do you think that is part of  the reason 
people become like the gods they make and trust? Isn't it man's nature to worship something very 
much like himself ?  

Scripture uses many different passages to describe this human tendency:  
"What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of  lies? For its maker 
trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols!" (Habakkuk 2:18) 

"Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because 
they are useless." (1 Samuel 12:21 NIV) 

"My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of  living waters, and 
hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water." (Jeremiah 2:13) 

Sovereign LORD God, You have given us sufficient evidence of  Your existence. History has shown 
nothing can thwart Your purpose. Your plan for salvation alone should be proof  enough. Forgive 
me for placing gods of  my own making before You. I desire to glorify no other. You alone will I 
worship.  
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June 20 
DEUTERONOMY 25, PSALM 116, ISAIAH 52, REVELATION 22

Revelation 22:16
As we began to read Revelation, I suggested the study of  Jesus' names and descriptions through the 
book would be of  great value in knowing Him. In this verse, Jesus, Himself, provides the last name 
we are given in Revelation: "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of  David, the bright morning star." 

Jesus confirms in 22:16 what Revelation 1:1 tells us - He sent His angel to John so His Church 
would know those things that must soon take place. The last direct quote of  Jesus in Scripture is to 
affirm everything in Revelation and to seal it with another of  His "I am" statements. The Gospel 
of  John records seven times Jesus describing Himself  as "I am": the bread of  life; the light of  the 
world; the door of  the sheep; the good shepherd; the resurrection and the life; the way, the truth, 
and the life; and the true vine. The NLT translates this verse as "I am both the source of  David 
and the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star." 

Jesus' description of  Himself  as both the root and descendant of  David fulfills the prophecy of  
Isaiah 11:1, "There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of  Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit." He also answers His own question to the Pharisees in Matthew 22:41-45. How 
can the Messiah be both David's son and his Lord? 

Each of  Jesus' titles and names gives us a distinct quality or attribute of  who He is. I suspect some 
of  the names of  Jesus you have seen while reading Revelation stir you more than others. The 
"bright morning star" is one of  mine. 

As I have said before, I love the early morning before the sun comes up. That period of  the day 
between Venus (the morning star) appearing in the eastern sky and the sun fully rising has proven 
to be my "quality time" with the LORD.  

Years ago, when I was a roughneck (a low-level employee on a drilling rig) in West Texas, I 
diligently watched for the morning star. Working from 6 pm until 6 am, a drilling crew was ready 
to go home but could not leave until another crew replaced them. It was foolish to watch for the 
headlights of  the relief's car until the morning star appeared, but as soon as the star was visible, we 
all kept a sharp eye for the coming relief. 

After I became a believer, that experience became a metaphor for my life in Christ. 2 Peter 1:19 
speaking of  Scripture says, "You would do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts." I came to understand Jesus, 
the Morning Star, was my true relief, my true rest, my true redemption, my only salvation.  

Jesus, thank You for the many names and descriptions Your Word provides. It is our desire to know 
You as the One who holds the seven stars in his right hand, as the First and the Last, as the One 
who has the two-edged sword, the Son of  God, as Him who has the seven spirits of  God, as the 
Holy One, the True One, who has the key of  David, as the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, 
and the Bright Morning Star who rises in our heart. 
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June 21 
DEUTERONOMY 26, PSALM 117-118, ISAIAH 53, MATTHEW 1

As I read this morning, my attention was drawn to the power of  God exhibited by His mercy. 

Inevitability, when a person rises to power, there is a certain level of  anticipation or fear by those 
under his or her influence. There is always the question, "will this person abuse their authority or 
will they use it for good?" Another way to ask the question is, "will they use their power for "me 
and mine" or for those who have no power or influence?"  

While reading Deuteronomy 26:8-12, I noticed God described as the one who delivered with a 
mighty hand and outstretched arm, with great deeds of  terror, signs, and wonders. The LORD 
then places the people in a land flowing with milk and honey, but He expresses His concern for the 
Levite, sojourner, fatherless, and widow. Then, He commands the people to care for those with no 
power or influence.  

Psalm 117 also displays God's power and mercy, but not as obviously as Deuteronomy 26. Paul 
uses this passage in Romans 15:11, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all people extol him." 
The Psalmist said all the nations should praise the Lord. Paul explicitly calls the nations "Gentiles". 
All mankind should praise the Lord, not just Israelites. Verse two explains why everyone should 
praise and exalt God. The ESV says "For great is his steadfast love toward us." The Hebrew word 
for steadfast love is just one word, hesed. As is often the case in translating other languages to 
English, much of  the depth of  meaning is lost. This Hebrew word means goodness, kindness, 
faithfulness, loyalty, and mercy that is steadfast and based on a prior relationship. Vines, a 
dictionary I use, says that to understand the meaning of  hesed three ideas must be combined: 
strength, steadfastness, and love. Power is necessary to assure the ability to fulfill steadfast love.  

It seemed to me these passages set the stage for Isaiah 53. For believers, this is probably the most 
well-known chapter in Isaiah. Jesus, the Suffering Servant, is presented in extraordinary detail. It 
would be easy, while reading this passage, to see the Suffering Servant as one of  those without 
power or influence, but Isaiah 53 addresses this thought immediately in verse one by asking, "Who 
would believe what we said? Who would have seen the powerful arm of  the LORD in this?" 

The Suffering Servant is a display of  the same powerful arm of  God that brought the Israelites 
into the Promised Land. The same LORD whose strength assures steadfast love is the One who 
reveals the Suffering Servant. The NLT translates Isaiah 53:12 as, "I will give him (the Suffering 
Servant) the honors of  a victorious soldier, because he exposed himself  to death. He was counted 
among the rebels. He bore the sins of  many and interceded for the rebels." Jesus is both the 
Suffering Servant and the Victorious Soldier; the Lamb of  God and the Lion of  Judah. 

Holy Trinity, You alone are all powerful and all good. Forgive us for putting our trust in men or 
princes. There is always the question of  how they will use their position, but there is no doubt how 
You use Your power. You are merciful. You use Your great power and authority to be merciful to 
undeserving rebels, like me! 
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June 22 
DEUTERONOMY 27:1-28:19, PSALM 119:1-24, ISAIAH 54, MATTHEW 2

Deuteronomy 27
Moses gave instruction for what Israel was to do when they came into the land the LORD had 
given them. In Joshua 8:30-35 this instruction is fulfilled. With the twelve tribes divided in half  on 
Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, the Levites were to declare twelve specific curses to which the 
people's response was to be "Amen."  

In the ESV, “Amen” is also translated as "truth" in Isaiah 65:16 and as "so be it" in Jeremiah 11:5. 
These two translations help us to understand what the people were saying in response to the curses 
set before them. By saying "Amen" the people were giving a strong affirmation of  their agreement 
with each curse that was declared by the Levites. In effect, they were saying "Surely this is true." 

When I was a kid, many churches had an "Amen Corner." It was not literally a corner, but the 
section of  the congregation that vocally agreed with what the preacher was saying. I do not hear 
that response as much anymore, and when I do, it is not nearly as loud. That might be a tradition 
the Church should consider restoring. For sure, God's people should be affirming the pastor in 
their heart if  not with their mouth.  

It seems the key to understanding the twelve curses listed in chapter 27 is found in verses 15 and 
24. Each of  these verses describes the action worthy of  a curse as being done in secret. All twelve 
were "secret" sins, whether moving boundary markers, having sex with a family member, or not 
confirming all the Law by obedience. The people of  Israel and the authorities would not know 
what happened in secret but God would, and He would be the judge who dispensed the curse 
accordingly. 

Father, just as the Israelites were instructed to renew their covenant, remind me of  my daily need. I 
know I daily need the Gospel of  Jesus Christ as a constant reminder of  who You are and of  the 
blessing and curses only You give. 

Psalm 119:1
Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible which is appropriate since it declares the splendor of  
God's word. As we read Psalm 119 over the next seven days, I suggest you pay particular attention 
to the various words used to describe God's instruction. What does the author want us to know by 
using so many descriptions of  the Bible? Also, keep track of  the promises made to those who follow 
God's way. The most important thing to do while reading this chapter is to prayerfully consider 
your response to God's Word just as the author does in verse 5.  

It seems fitting that we begin reading Deuteronomy 27 and 28 on the same day we start Psalm 
119. In Deuteronomy 27, Moses renews God's covenant with the nation of  Israel by permanently 
writing God's Law on large stones and building an altar upon which to sacrifice a peace offering 
with rejoicing before the LORD. Then Moses begins the list of  blessings and curses based on the 
people's response to God's Law. You will notice in these two chapters; the curses outnumber the 
blessings. The blessings are contained in 14 verses (Deuteronomy 28:1-14) while the curses require 
54 (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). That's not including the curses to which the people say "Amen" in 
chapter 27. 

Psalm 119 continues the list of  blessings for those who pursue life built on the Law of  the LORD. 
Tomorrow, after reading all the curses for disobedience in Deuteronomy 28, you will rejoice in 
Psalm 119 at the blessings. If  you ever want the summary of  Psalm 119, check out Psalm 19:7-14.  

My prayer for us as we read and study this Psalm is found in verse 18, "Open my eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of  Your Law." 
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June 23 
DEUTERONOMY 28:20-68, PSALM 119:25-48, ISAIAH 55, MATTHEW 3

Isaiah 55
I am so thankful that using the M'Cheyne method of  reading through the Bible, has us in Isaiah 55 
after finishing Deuteronomy 28. I was so ready for God's invitation in verse one after struggling 
through all God's warnings to the Israelites if  they failed to obey His voice and keep His 
commands: "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without price." (Isaiah 55:1) 

What a great invitation! "Come, everyone who thirsts." Lord, thank You for making me thirsty. O 
LORD God, I come to you. I find myself  like Peter, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of  eternal life." (John 6:68) 

"Why do you labor for that which does not satisfy?" (Isaiah 55:2) What a great question! Does not 
that seem to be the constant condition of  mankind? Aren't we always searching for satisfaction and 
are unable to find it? The world will present this and that as the ultimate satisfaction, but when we 
achieve this or that, it is short-lived. Thank you, Father, for giving me "inclined ears." I do want to 
come to you and listen so that I may live. I want to delight myself  with Your rich food. 

"Seek the Lord while he may be found...return to the LORD, that he may have compassion...he 
will abundantly pardon." (Isaiah 55:6-7) What great instruction! LORD God, Your loving kindness 
endures forever. You faithfully call Your people to return. You are Wisdom who cries aloud in the 
street, "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."  

To me, Isaiah 55:8-11 is one of  the most comforting passages in all of  Scripture. I delight in the 
fact that God's thoughts and ways are not like mine. I know my thoughts and ways have caused a 
lot of  trouble for myself  and others. The fact that God's Word accomplishes everything He 
purposes encourages and convicts me. It is the same LORD who gave us both Deuteronomy 28 
and Isaiah 55. I need to remember what He says, He does. 

When I have had the opportunity to give advice and counsel to others, I remind myself  of  those 
four verses. Why would I ever give anyone Roy's wisdom when I can provide them with the 
understanding of  the One whose Word never returns empty but fulfills His purpose? 

Father God, thank You for Your invitations, questions, and instructions. Give me understanding so 
I might keep Your Law and observe it with my whole heart. My desire is for a life that bears the 
fruit of  repentance. 
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June 24 
DEUTERONOMY 29, PSALM 119:49-72, ISAIAH 56, MATTHEW 4

Deuteronomy 29:4
"But to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear." 

Until I grasped the meaning of  this verse, I often asked how can people not see Jesus for who He 
is, whether in the days He walked among us or today. The day I understood, all my reasons for 
pride disappeared. I know why Jesus says, "You must be born again"; why Paul says "For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of  God, not a result 
of  works, so that no one may boast."  

The people to whom Moses was speaking, just like all mankind, did not have the capacity to 
comprehend their experience, as phenomenal as it was, in the context of  God and His Kingdom; 
no one enslaved to sin does. How thankful are you for the new covenant? Ezekiel 36:26-27 
describes the New Covenant like this, "I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of  stone from your flesh and give you a heart of  flesh. And 
I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 
rules." 

Just as my pastor prays every Sunday before he preaches God's Word, my prayer is, "Lord please 
gives us eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to comprehend, and hearts to believe." 

Deuteronomy 29:18-21
There are many passages of  Scripture that cause me to stop and think immediately. Like Matthew 
7:21-23, these verses stop me dead in my tracks. 

Deuteronomy 29:19 (NIV) says, "When such a person hears the words of  this oath, he invokes a 
blessing on himself  and therefore thinks, 'I will be safe, even though I persist in going my own 
way.'" A person can hear the Word of  God, the blessings and the curses, and say "Wow, I want the 
blessings, not the curses" and invoke a blessing on himself. The blessing is not of  God but a 
blessing of  self. Based upon the self-blessing, they believe, "I will be safe (from the curses), even 
though I do the things God says will lead to the curse." Today, this is described as, "Yes, I have the 
fire insurance policy." 

Matthew 4:8-10
I find it interesting that just as the things of  the world and its splendor are a temptation to me, the 
devil offered Jesus the same thing. Hebrews 4:15 says, "We do not have a high priest (Jesus) who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin."  

Notice, Jesus does not refute the devil's claim to be able to give him "all the kingdoms of  the world 
and their glory." However, that was not Jesus' purpose; He came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 
19:10), not to gain this world and its glory.  

For a long time I did not see wanting the things of  this world and their glory as worshiping Satan, 
but Paul, in 2 Corinthians 4:4, describes the devil as the "god of  this world." Jesus describes him as 
the "ruler of  this world" in John 14:30. The devil is not as direct in his offer to us as he was with 
Jesus. To Jesus, he specifically said, "All these I will give you, if  you fall down and worship me." To 
us, his offer comes by making the things of  this world appear desirable and worthy of  our passions. 
He wants us to place our appetite for the world's stuff  above our desire for Jesus and His kingdom. 
Our response should be the same as Jesus' response, "You shall worship the Lord your God and 
him only shall you serve."  

Holy Spirit, please give me eyes to distinguish the Truth from the lie. May I see Jesus and His 
Kingdom in all their glory so that the kingdom of  this world is lackluster in comparison.  
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June 25 
DEUTERONOMY 30, PSALM 119:73-96, ISAIAH 57, MATTHEW 5

Deuteronomy 30:19-20
"I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death...choose life...loving the 
LORD your God...for he is your life."  

If  you stopped ten people on the street and asked them to define life, how many do you think 
would include the LORD God in their answer? In Moses' declaration setting before the Israelites 
"life and death," he stipulates the LORD is not only their life but the length of  their life.  

Jesus made the same claim in John 11:25-26, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die." 
"This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ who you have 
sent." (John 17:3) Paul agreed with Moses and Jesus. "For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory." (Colossians 3:3-4) 

LORD God, forgive me for thinking and acting as if  life is something that just happens. In a 
culture that teaches life arose purely by chance, it is easy to lose sight of  the fact that life is the 
person of  Jesus Christ. Thank You for the simplicity of  Moses' statement. Today, I set before you 
life and death. Choose life. The LORD, your God, is life. Please LORD set this in my heart, mind, 
and will. You and You alone are my life. I have none apart from You. 

Matthew 5:3
As we have discussed before, the best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. So, when I see 
one passage explaining or giving insight into another passage, I perk up.  

In Jesus' first public sermon, he began by describing the distinguishing marks of  the blessed person. 
The Psalms contribute a lot to understanding who is blessed. Psalm 32:1-2 is the first I think of, 
"Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against 
whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit." 

When I think of  being blessed, Isaiah 57:15 always comes to mind - "For thus says the One who is 
high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, 
and also with him who is of  a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of  the lowly, and to 
revive the heart of  the contrite." The word 'revive', used twice in this passage, is an interesting 
word in the context of  today's reading. It is the same word we read yesterday in one of  Jesus' 
responses to the devil. Matthew 4:4 says, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of  God." The Hebrew word for revive and live is the same word 
defined as, "to keep alive, leave alive, or make alive." 

Can you think of  anyone more blessed than the person who has the One who is high and lifted up, 
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, dwelling with them? This "blessed" person in Isaiah 
57:15 is the same one described in Colossians 3:3-4 as, "You have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory." 
Now that is what I would call BLESSED! 

LORD Jesus, to know You and be known by You is life. Thank You for knowing me and allowing 
me to know You and the Father, the only True God.  
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June 26 
DEUTERONOMY 31, PSALM 119:97-120, ISAIAH 58, MATTHEW 6

Deuteronomy 31
Every time I read this account of  Moses' life, it saddens me. I cannot imagine how disappointed 
Moses must have been. Not being able to enter the Promised Land would obviously be very 
difficult, but to be told the people would prostitute themselves to other god's after his death must 
have been overwhelming. Can you imagine pouring your life out for a group of  people by faithfully 
pointing them to the LORD and His ways to then be told they would do exactly the opposite? 

Don't you know Moses struggled with a sense of  failure? I know I have in similar situations much 
shorter in duration than forty some odd years. I am so thankful God does not call us to be 
successful (by our standards), but to be faithful to Him and trust Him for the results.  

FYI - If  any of  you have the opportunity to be on Jeopardy and the question is asked about Moses 
entering the Promised Land, be careful of  your answer. Did Moses ever enter the Promised Land? 
See Matthew 17:3-4.  

Father God, we desire to be successful as Your children. It is so easy to define success by the 
measure of  this world. Please forgive us for this. Holy Spirit, teach us success is assured not because 
of  our efforts but by Jesus Christ appropriately saying "It is finished." It is Christ alone who 
defeated the enemy. He is the successful One. However, we do want to successfully complete the 
good works our Father prepared for each of  us long ago. As His children, teach us to live just like 
Jesus, accomplishing His will. 
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June 27 
DEUTERONOMY 32, PSALM 119:121-144, ISAIAH 59, MATTHEW 7

Deuteronomy 32:45-47
"When Moses had finished reciting all these words to all Israel, he said to them: 'Take to heart all the words that I 
am giving in witness against you today; give them as a command to your children, so that they may diligently observe 
all the words of  this law. This is no trifling matter for you, but rather your very life; through it you may live long in 
the land that you are crossing over the Jordan to possess.'” (NRSV) 

Moses tells the people God's Word is "your very life" so don't treat what God says as a "trifling 
matter." Quoting Deuteronomy 8:3, Jesus says the same thing in Matthew 4:4, "Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of  God." Psalm 119:93 agrees, "I 
will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life." In John 6:63 Jesus says, "The 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life."  

We know YHWH is our life from Deuteronomy 30:20, "The LORD your God...he is your life" 
but, do we realize His Word is also our life? The fact that the LORD's Word is our life should be a 
simple connection since John 1:1-4 tells us Jesus is the Word and in Him was life.  

Since it is true, God and His Word are life, why the lack of  interest in God's Word? Forgive me, I 
know I am preaching to the choir, but I do struggle with the fact that God's Word is not a priority. 
His Word seems to be a trifling matter, not just to unbelievers, but to many believers in the Church, 
also. I don't think the Bible would be so quickly set aside for other things if  the fact that God's 
Word is life were commonly accepted.  

I sometimes wonder if  we shouldn't think of  the Bible as His Voice rather than His Word. God is 
talking to Roy. Do I hear His Voice speaking to me as I read? This is one of  the reasons it is so 
helpful to put your name in Scripture. The Bible is God's letter to you personally. His Voice is 
calling you.  

Thank you for faithfully studying and applying God's Word. What a blessing to know in Him and 
His Words we have, "a spring of  water welling up to eternal life." (John 4:14) 

O LORD God thank You for Your Word, both Living and Written. May they be our delight. How 
would we ever know You and Your ways without them? Please, Holy Spirit, stir a passion in all the 
Father's children for His way, Law, testimonies, precepts, statutes, commandments, and rules. May 
we all long for His Voice. 

My friend Anthony suggested the John Piper article, "Never Read The Bible Simply to Know" as 
an excellent source to broaden our perspective on the Bible. This is well worth your time to read.  
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June 28 
DEUTERONOMY 33-34, PSALM 119:145-176, ISAIAH 60, MATTHEW 8

Deuteronomy 33:2-3
"The LORD came from Mount Sinai and dawned upon us from Mount Seir; he shone forth from Mount Paran and 
came from Meribah-kadesh with flaming fire at his right hand. Indeed, he loves his people; all his holy ones are in his 
hands. They follow in his steps and accept his teaching." (NLT) 

The blessing of  Moses upon the people of  Israel reminds me of  Jesus, the real blessing. The 
LORD dawning upon them calls to mind Jesus as the Morning Star in Revelation 22:16. In 2 
Corinthians 4:6, "For God, who said, 'Let light shine out of  darkness,' has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus Christ." God has uniquely 
"shown" Jesus in our hearts so we can see His glory. In Luke 1:79, Jesus is described as the One 
who will give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of  death, to guide our feet into 
the way of  peace. Jesus is described both as light and guide, just as in Deuteronomy 33:2-3. 

Jesus is the One "who loved his people" enough to die for them. "But God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8) In His hands, He holds His holy 
ones: "I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of  my 
hand." (John 10:28) We follow in his steps: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me." (John 10:27). He is the One who teaches us: "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you." (John 14:26) 

Jesus fulfills all the blessing of  Moses on the Israelites, but He is not only the blessing to the 
Israelites. Galatians 3:14 says, "So that in Christ Jesus the blessing of  Abraham might come to the 
Gentiles so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith." Jesus is the blessing, and the 
fulfillment of  all God's promises, "For all the promises of  God find their Yes in him." (2 
Corinthians 1:20) 

My LORD Jesus Christ, You are the blessing, You are the promise. May we rest in You, the True 
blessing and promise. 

Psalm 119:176
I love the honesty of  the last verse of  Psalm 119. You would think after reading 175 verses of  the 
psalmist proclaiming the perfection, splendor, and majesty of  God's instruction, he would describe 
himself  as a mature, faithful follower of  the LORD; but instead, we read, "I have gone astray like a 
lost sheep"; come save me! Isn't that the truth about us all? Yet, even in the going astray, "I do not 
forget your commandments."  

Holy God and Father, thank You for Psalm 119. May Your Law be my delight. May Your Word 
truly be a lamp unto my feet and light to my path. Your hands have made and fashioned me. Give 
me understanding that I may learn your commandments. Please come get me when I go astray.  
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June 29 
JOSHUA 1, PSALM 120-122, ISAIAH 61, MATTHEW 9

Joshua 1:3-4
When I read all the territory God promised to give the Israelites, from the Euphrates to the 
Mediterranean Sea, I wonder why they settled for such a small portion. Do I, too, settle for less 
than God promises His children? I fear I have and do.  

I once heard a story about a man who desperately wanted to take a cruise. It would be the dream 
of  a lifetime. Unfortunately, a cruise was financially beyond his means. His desire for the trip was 
so great that he sacrificed many other things to be able to afford it. After several years of  scrimping 
and saving, he had money for the ticket, but that was all. He had nothing extra for any frills. As he 
packed for the cruise, he filled one suitcase with food, primarily crackers, peanut butter, sardines, 
and the like.  

The cruise was more than he had hoped for, except at meal time. He heard the other passengers 
talking about the delicious meals, but he could not afford them; so when it was time to eat, he 
slipped back into his cabin for the food he had brought. 

One of  the stewards noticed he was not eating with the other guests. When asked about not 
participating, the embarrassed man explained all he could afford was the cruise; he did not have 
enough money to pay for the meals. The steward replied, "Sir when you paid for the ticket, you got 
everything. You can participate in all the cruise offers. Once you are on the boat, it is all yours."  

I think some of  us, as children of  God, are more like this man than we want to admit. When Jesus 
paid the price, we received all the benefits of  the children of  God. Do we settle for less? I fear we 
don't understand the feast to which we are included. 

Sovereign LORD God, help Your children comprehend what it means to have You as our portion. 
Thank You, Jesus, for paying the full price so we are included in Your Kingdom. Holy Spirit, 
please convict us of  living in the shallows, settling for less than our Father offers; less than what 
Jesus paid. Teach us to live in the deep end of  His abiding love.  

Matthew 9:18-30
The flow of  events in this passage forces me to examine the faith I exhibit in my life. It is evident 
the ruler in Matthew 9:18 believed the only thing necessary for his daughter to be raised from the 
dead was Jesus' touch. To be healed the woman in Matthew 9:20 believed all she needed to do was 
just to touch His clothes. Both proved to be right. The two blind men in Matthew 9:27 believed 
Jesus could restore their sight. Jesus' response to them was, "According to your faith be it done to 
you." When Jesus touched their eyes, they, too, were healed. 

Reading of  these people's confidence of  just touching or being touched by Jesus convicts me of  my 
lack of  faith. I know I have received so much more than just a touch from Jesus. I have been 
washed white as snow by His blood, received the robe of  His righteousness, and, even now, sit with 
Him at the Father's right hand.  

I am so thankful for the gift of  faith. In Ephesians 2:8 Paul says, "For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of  God." 

Thank You, Father, for the gift of  faith. May the evidence of  this amazing gift be evident in all I 
do. Jesus, I know the gift of  faith given to me by my Father and Your Father is because of  Your 
perfect sacrifice for my faithlessness. Thank You.  
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June 30 
JOSHUA 2, PSALM 123-125, ISAIAH 62, MATTHEW 10

Joshua 2:3-6
There are many intriguing people in the Bible. Rahab is a must on that list. If  I were a historical 
fiction writer, her life story would make a great novel. Using my sanctified imagination, the 
storyline would be the prostitute who married a spy and became the great-grandmother of  Israel's 
greatest king, David. 

Rahab is mentioned three times in the New Testament. In Matthew 1:5, she is included in the 
lineage of  Jesus. The "hall of  faith" in Hebrews 11 includes her, "By faith Rahab the prostitute did 
not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the 
spies." James 2:25 says, "And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works 
when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?"  

Inevitably, when I think of  Rahab, I remember the lie she told to protect the spies. Since lying is a 
sin (Exodus 20:16), how is Rahab's sin justified? Not only is Rahab's lie not condemned, but she is 
also obviously a very blessed woman. When I find a situation in the Bible not easily understood, I 
try to find similar circumstances to help me apply that Scripture in my life.  

In Exodus 1, when Pharaoh commanded the midwives to kill the Hebrew baby boys, they lied 
about why they didn't obey his orders. Exodus 1:20-21 says, "So God dealt well with the 
midwives...and because the midwives feared God, he gave them families." In both these 
circumstances, Rahab and the midwives, a conflict between speaking truthfully and protecting life 
arises.  

I notice another similarity between Rahab and the midwives in Exodus 1 - we are told the 
midwives feared God. In Joshua 2:9-11, Rahab says "I know that the LORD has given you the 
land...the LORD dried up the water of  the Red Sea...The LORD your God, he is God in the 
heavens above and on the earth beneath." Just like the midwives, Rahab had a proper fear of  the 
LORD God. Since faith is a gift from God, and Rahab is listed as one of  the faithful in Hebrews 
11, God gave her the faith to trust Him in protecting the lives of  His spies.  

Two things strike me as I think through the implications of  applying these passages to my life. 
First, these are obviously extreme situations; both are a matter of  life and death. Second, when I 
lie, is it about protecting my image or about the life of  someone else?  

I know God is the "God of  Truth" (Isaiah 65:16); Jesus is "the way, the truth, and the life" (John 
14:6); and the Holy Spirit is "the Spirit of  truth" (John 16:13). Conversely, in John 8:44, Jesus, 
speaking of  the devil, says "There is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of  his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of  lies." 

So is lying okay for believers? Rarely, it seems, and only in extreme situations in which the life of  
another is at stake. Rahab's great-grandson, David, said it this way in Psalm 51:6, "You desire 
honesty from the womb." (NLT) 

O Lord God the Almighty! Just and True are Your ways, O King of  the nations! Father, Your 
Word is Truth. May my words also be truthful. Holy Spirit, convict me of  lying to put myself  in 
the best possible light. Please, if  You ever lead me into a situation like Rahab's, give me the proper 
words.  
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July 1 
JOSHUA 3, PSALM 126-128, ISAIAH 63, MATTHEW 11

Isaiah 63:14
"So you led your people, to make for yourself  a glorious name." 

Lord Jesus, as I read this chapter, I see You. You are the One who speaks righteousness; mighty to 
save. It is Your day of  vengeance and year of  redemption. Like Isaiah, I recount Your steadfast 
love, goodness, and compassion. Surely, You are my Savior. However, I must include myself  in 
those who rebelled, who grieved Your Spirit. Thank You for remembering the days of  old when 
You brought Your children out and placed Your Spirit in their midst.  

I know You have done all this to make for Yourself  an everlasting, glorious Name.  I am the 
beneficiary of  Your salvation, but all Your activity is to prove Yourself  holy. You alone are worthy 
of  Your everlasting, splendid, glorious Name. The Name at which every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess is LORD, Lord of  all.  

There are many songs with which I worship Jesus, but "What A Beautiful Name" has been my 
favorite for some time. 

Matthew 11:25-30
"I thank you, Father, Lord of  heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to little children." (Matthew 11:25) 

This passage reminds me of  1 Corinthians 1:19-30. In this lengthy passage, after saying God will 
destroy the wisdom of  the wise, Paul compares the wisdom of  the world to the wisdom of  God. He 
makes the point that God's foolishness is wiser than mankind's wisdom. Since the world's wisdom 
has not led it to know God, how wise can it be? Instead, God uses the foolish to shame the wise, 
while reminding us of  God's calling those who are not wise by worldly standards. He also says not 
many of  us are powerful or noble, but instead, He chose the lowly and despised. God has placed 
those who are foolish, weak, lowly, and despised in Christ Jesus, who is our wisdom from God. 

Jesus, in Matthew 11, thanks the Father for revealing His wisdom to little children based solely 
upon His will. Then Jesus says no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal Him. The inference is He reveals the Father to these little children, who are 
foolish, weak, lowly, and despised by the world.  

Since I exert so much effort to appear wise, strong, and noble, definitely not lowly or despised, is 
Jesus' next statement for me? "Come to me. all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for desiring to appear proper by the world's standards. Thank You for being 
my wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Why would I ever want to boast of  
foolish, weak, lowly, and despised Roy when I can boast of  my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? 
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July 2 
JOSHUA 4, PSALM 129-131, ISAIAH 64, MATTHEW 12

Psalm 130
As you have probably already noticed, each of  the Psalms after 119 is titled "A Song Of  Ascents." 
Fifteen Psalms, from 120 through 134, have this title; of  which David wrote four and Solomon one. 
It seems most likely that these songs were sung by the Jewish people as they traveled to Jerusalem 
for the annual feasts. Since Jerusalem is 2,500 feet above sea level, the pilgrimage would require 
climbing Mount Zion to reach Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:3 says, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of  
the LORD, to the house of  the God of  Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk 
in his paths."  

Psalm 130 expresses the hope the pilgrims have in their God. The Psalm begins with a cry for 
mercy, acknowledging the sin of  each pilgrim. Verse 3 in the NLT says, "LORD, if  you kept a 
record of  our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive?" This fact is followed by the thankful 
expression "But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared." 

After the cry for mercy because of  their need for forgiveness, the worshipers proclaim their only 
hope is in the LORD. They will wait expectantly because of  His promise of  redemption, knowing 
Him to have steadfast love. 

Verse five, "I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope," reminds me of  John 
12:48. Jesus says, "The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word 
that I have spoken will judge him on the last day." Therefore, I will either hope and trust the Word 
of  the Lord, or His Word will judge me.  

Lord God, I agree with the Psalmist. If  my iniquities are justly punished in me, I will never stand 
before You. Thank You for the promise of  forgiveness for those who do not reject Your Son. Living 
Word, my hope is in You. My soul waits for You, and I hope in Your Word. I hope in the LORD! 

Isaiah 64:1-4
"Make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence!" (Isaiah 64:2) 

Isn't that the desire of  all who know and fear the LORD? Don't we want the LORD to make His 
Name known? Isaiah wants the LORD to make His Name known through a mighty display of  His 
awesome power. "O, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might 
quake at your presence." We know from reading both Isaiah and Revelation, that day is coming, 
but the LORD chose first to make His Name known through His Son the Suffering Servant and 
those who He gave to the Son as a bride. 

Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5:17-20, says when God reconciled us to himself  through Jesus Christ, He 
also entrusted to us His message of  reconciliation. Paul goes on to say, those who are in Christ, 
these new creations, are now ambassadors for Christ, through whom God is making His appeal. 
What a privilege; what a responsibility! God makes Himself  known through His creation, through 
His Son, and through those He has reconciled to Himself. The day is coming when He will make 
Himself  known through a mighty display of  His power, but until that day comes, His children are 
to demonstrate His Name to the world in which He has placed us.  

Father, please give Your children the boldness of  Your servant Isaiah. He faithfully proclaimed 
Your Word even when what You told him was hard and the people did not want to hear. May our 
thankfulness compel us to do the same. 
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July 3 
JOSHUA 5:1-6:5, PSALM 132-134, ISAIAH 65, MATTHEW 13

Joshua 5:1-8
Often Scripture gives us information those involved in the events do not have. For example, in Job, 
we are told about the conversations between God and Satan, of  which Job and his friends were 
clueless. Similarly, verse one gives us an insight that the nation of  Israel did not have - they knew 
God had promised to give them the land, but they were unaware of  the effect God drying up the 
Jordan River had on the people of  Canaan.  

We need to remember the older citizens in the nation of  Israel heard the report given by the twelve 
original spies. They knew ten of  the twelve said, "We are not able to conquer these people for they 
are stronger than we are. Compared to them we seemed like grasshoppers. All their cities are 
fortified and very large. It is impossible; we will be slaughtered." 

Knowing they had just entered hostile territory with an enemy described in such a way, what 
would your first command to the nation be? I doubt your first thought would be, "Let's 
incapacitate all the men for several days by circumcising them!" Yet, that was the LORD's 
instruction.  

In the New Testament, we see many exemplary acts of  faith: the centurion in Matthew 8:5-10, of  
whom Jesus said, "Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith"; or the Canaanite 
woman in Matthew 15:22-28 of  whom Jesus said, "O woman, great is your faith!" Yet, to me, the 
Israelite's obedience to God's command to circumcise all the men demonstrates a more significant 
example of  faith. I don't know how long it would take to recover, but for several days the nation 
was utterly defenseless. O such faith; what great faith! 

Father, forgive me for not using Your gift of  faith like this group of  people. I have so much more 
information about Your faithfulness than they did. Please, may it not just be head knowledge but 
heartfelt and known wisdom. I am inclined to pray, "I believe; help my unbelief !" but that seems 
like such a poor excuse. Thank You for all the examples of  faithfulness in Scripture. May I be the 
same. 

Psalm 133
"Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!" (Psalm 133:1)  

I find it interesting that this statement concludes with an exclamation mark. We are to exclaim the 
unity of  the brothers! Exclaim is an interesting word. Webster's defines it as, "to cry out" with the 
suggestion to fully understand exclaim there is the need to examine "claim" also. The definition of  
claim is: "to assert in the face of  possible contradiction." So, to exclaim is to shout about something 
even if  there is contradictory evidence.  

In 1 Corinthians 1:10 Paul appeals to the Church, "that there be no divisions among you, but that 
you be united in the same mind and same judgment." Then, he discusses the current lack of  unity 
within the Church.  In Ephesians 4, Paul describes the "unity" of  the Church by explaining the 
"oneness" of  the body of  Christ. Ephesians 4:3 (NIV) says, "Make every effort to keep the unity of  
the Spirit through the bond of  peace."  

You don't have to look very far to find a lack of  unity in the Church today. It appears there is 
ample reason the "bride of  Christ" exclaim the unity of  the body.  Even though there is 
contradictory evidence, the ultimate unity of  the Church is assured, because as Ephesians 4:4-6 
says, "There is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to 
your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of  all, who is over all and 
through all and in all." 

Jesus, may the unity of  Your Church be as essential to me as it is to You. 
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July 4 
JOSHUA 6:6-27, PSALM 135-136, ISAIAH 66, MATTHEW 14

Joshua 6:6-27
"By faith the walls of  Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days." (Hebrews 11:30) 

Yesterday, we discussed the faith this generation of  Israelites exhibited by circumcising all the men 
so close to Jericho. God chose to include them in Hebrews 11 because of  their faithfulness in 
following His instruction in the destruction of  the city. 

Can you imagine what the people of  Canaan thought when they heard the walls of  Jericho 
collapsed? Joshua 5:1 says the hearts of  the people of  Canaan melted, and they lost all courage to 
face the Israelites when God allowed the people to cross the Jordon River on dry ground. What 
would they think now? Jericho was a heavily fortified city. It would take a large army a long time to 
place such a city under siege and force a surrender, but God, through the obedience of  His people 
achieved that in seven days with nothing but trumpet blasts and a shout.  

How great is our God! According to Joshua 2:15, Rahab's "house was built into the city wall, so 
that she lived in the wall." So, the walls of  Jericho collapsed except that portion with the scarlet 
cord hanging out the window! The Lord sure knows how to save His people, doesn't He?  

Father, cause Your children to take heart knowing You are the God who gives faith and then uses 
those to whom it is given to accomplish Your plans and purpose to the dismay of  the world. 

Isaiah 66:1-3
Twice, in Matthew, Jesus says, "I desire mercy, and not sacrifice." Matthew 9:13 says, "Go and 
learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners." Matthew 12:7 says, "And if  you had known what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guiltless." In both instances, Jesus is confronting the 
Pharisee's attitude toward those they perceived to be sinners. In Matthew 9 it is tax collectors, and 
in chapter 12 it is Jesus' disciples. 

Isaiah 66:1-3 gives us some insight into Jesus' instruction in Matthew. In verse 1 and 2, God says 
the universe is His; He is the Creator of  it all. In the second half  of  verse two, He describes who 
He watches, esteems, and blesses: "But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and 
contrite in spirit and trembles at my word." In Isaiah 57:15, He says the same thing, "I dwell in the 
high and holy place, and also with him who is of  a contrite and lowly spirit."  

In Matthew, the Pharisees exhibited nothing of  a humble, contrite, lowly spirit. In Matthew 23:28 
Jesus describes them as, "You outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of  
hypocrisy and lawlessness." They were faithful to observe the rituals of  righteousness but had no 
interest in what God desired from mankind. 

Isaiah 66:3 describes those, like the Pharisees, who go through the outward activity of  
righteousness by offering the proper sacrifices but have no inclination to be humble before Him 
and others.  

Verse 2 adds the phrase "and trembles at my word." It seems to me when we see our rebellion 
against God's Holy Law, trembling would be inevitable, but when He reveals His grace, His 
unmerited favor, and His pardon, it seems we would also tremble with the emotion as one 
delivered from death. 
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July 5 
JOSHUA 7, PSALM 137-138, JEREMIAH 1, MATTHEW 15

Joshua 7:1-26
"But the people of  Israel broke faith in regard the devoted things...And the anger of  the LORD burned against the 
people of  Israel." (Joshua 7:1) 

After examining the faithfulness of  the Israelites in circumcising the men and the destruction of  
Jericho, it is hard to read about the sin of  Achan. Joshua told the people that everything in Jericho, 
with the exclusion of  Rahab and her family, was devoted to either destruction or placed in the 
treasury of  the LORD. If  they took any of  the devoted items, the camp of  Israel would itself  
become a thing of  destruction and trouble would come upon the people. 
  
Don't you know after crossing the Jordon on dry ground and watching the walls of  Jericho 
crumble, the nation of  Israel was pretty confident nothing could stand in their way? God had 
taken care of  the big stuff, why trouble Him over something so trivial as Ai. A small group of  
Israeli warriors would be more than enough to destroy such a small town. 
  
When I read of  events like this one in the Bible, I am always convicted. I, too, tend to think I can 
handle the small things of  life without His help. Jesus understood our nature, didn't He? "I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing." (John 15:5)  
  
The LORD tells Joshua the people cannot stand before their enemies because of  their sin. Since 
they have broken the covenant, He will no longer remain with them until they destroy what He set 
apart for destruction. God commanded everything Achan possessed to be destroyed, just as He 
had commanded for Jericho.  
  
How significant is sin to God? We tend to think of  sin as an individual concern, but the sin of  this 
one man had consequences not just for himself  and his family but on the whole congregation of  
Israel.  
  
Achan reminds me of  Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-10. Because they lied to the Holy Spirit 
about the amount they gave the apostles for the sale of  land, God struck both of  them dead. Acts 
5:11 says a "great fear came upon the whole Church and upon all who heard of  these things." I 
would imagine the same was true for the nation of  Israel because of  what God required of  them 
due to the sin of  Achan.  
  
Lord God, forgive us for treating sin lightly. Not only does the cross demonstrate Your love, it also 
proves Your judgment of  sin. May we see the sin in our lives as You do. Holy Spirit, please give us 
eyes to see the consequences of  our sin in ourselves and on those we love. Convict and strengthen 
us to put off  the sin in our lives that ultimately cost Jesus His life.  
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July 6 
JOSHUA 8, PSALM 139, JEREMIAH 2, MATTHEW 16

Jeremiah 2:6-8
"They did not say, 'Where is the LORD who brought us up from the land of  Egypt...I brought you into a plentiful 
land...but you defiled my land...The priest did not say, 'Where is the LORD?' Those who handle the law did not 
know me.'" 

Having just read Psalm 139, I find this passage in Jeremiah remarkable. God, speaking through 
Jeremiah, is holding the people of  Israel to account. He is calling for them to remember their first 
love and devotion as a bride and return to Him. He asks the question, "What wrong did your 
fathers find in me?" They did not have to ask where God was because He was the One who 
delivered them from Egypt and kept them in the wilderness.  

The priests, who the LORD appointed as His shepherds, did not know Him and led the people 
astray. Even though He broke the yoke and burst the bonds of  their slavery, they responded: "We 
will not serve." Their rejection of  the LORD led the people to say to a tree, "You are my father 
and to a stone, You gave me birth.” The people turned their back on God rather than turn their 
face to Him. In effect, the nation of  Israel said, "At last, we are free from the God of  Israel. We 
don't need Him anymore!" Isn't that the perennial problem of  mankind? Man is determined to 
prove his ability to rule and rely upon himself  alone.  

Psalms 139 is the antidote to this enduring problem. David acknowledged the all-knowing, ever-
present LORD instead of  looking at himself. He admitted every moment of  his life was lived out 
before the face of  God. God knew him intimately because He "knitted me together in my mother's 
womb." God knew what he would say before he spoke. There was no place David could flee that 
God was not already there. Even darkness would not hide him from the face of  God.  

Instead of  finding this stifling, as it seemed to the Israelites in Jeremiah's day, David rejoiced in the 
freedom of  living before God's face. Rather than turning His back to the One whom he knew it 
was impossible to hide from, David expectantly turned his face to Him in praise and worship.  

David's trust in the all-knowing, ever-present God is reflected in his closing prayer. May it be ours 
this morning. 

"Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if  there be any grievous way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting!" 
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July 7 
JOSHUA 9, PSALM 140-141, JEREMIAH 3, MATTHEW 17

Joshua 9:14
"So the men took some of  their provisions, but did not ask counsel of  the LORD." 

Just as the Israelites decided to attack Ai without consulting the LORD, they did the same thing 
again. Ai was a small town, and these foreigners had apparently traveled a long distance; just look 
at their provisions. Joshua and the leaders of  Israel believed what they saw, even though it was a 
deception, and never inquired of  God what He would have them do. How easy is it to believe what 
our eyes see? 

I fear I do this way too often. I know the enemy is a deceiver, so why do I not take my decisions to 
the LORD before I make them, rather than after the mistake creates a problem? In 2 Corinthians 
2:11 Paul says we are not unaware of  the devil's schemes. As one who studies God's Word, I know 
the devil's nature is to lie. Since I live in a world under his authority (Matthew 4:8-9, John 14:30, 2 
Corinthians 4:4, 1 John 5:19), why do I believe what I see and hear without filtering it through 
God's Word and prayerful consideration? 

Father, strengthen my spiritual eyes so I may consistently see the devil's schemes and deceptions. 
Please give me eyes to see my willfulness so that instead of  trusting myself, I would come to you 
first with my decisions. 

Jeremiah 3:14-23
This passage stirs my emotions and causes me to think. In the first thirteen verses of  chapter 3, the 
Lord describes all the evil Israel and Judah had done, yet, beginning in verse 14 and again in verse 
22, God still cries out, "Return, O faithless children...Return, O faithless sons; I will heal your 
faithlessness." In verse 19, the middle of  this passage, God says, "And I thought you would call me, 
My Father, and would not turn from following me." I hear the heartbreak of  a loving Father, even 
though in verse three He expresses His disapproval of  the way they refer to Him as Father while 
prostituting themselves after other gods.  

My God and Father, thank You for continuing to cry out to faithless children and sons, like me. I 
want to be one of  those of  whom You are not ashamed to be called their God. When I hear Your 
heartbreak in verse 19, I, too, want to cry out, "Return, He will heal your faithlessness." 

Matthew 17:24-27
Doesn't this event convict you about your attitude toward money? It does me. I profess to trust 
Jesus, the same One who sent Peter fishing to pay the tax. How many fish do you think Peter had 
cleaned in his life? How often did he find money in their mouth? The same Jesus, who caused a 
shekel to be in the mouth of  a particular fish Peter was to catch, is the One I trust! 

Jesus, forgive me for being concerned about money. I know Your promise in Matthew 6:33, "But 
seek first the kingdom of  God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you." You 
made that promise after saying I cannot serve You and money. May my desire to worship and serve 
You override any anxiousness I have about the needs of  my life. 
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July 8 
JOSHUA 10, PSALM 142-143, JEREMIAH 4, MATTHEW 18

Psalm 143
The foundation of  David's plea is God's character. He begins and ends this prayer by describing 
the LORD as the One who is merciful, faithful, righteous, and steadfast in love. In verse two, 
David acknowledges his inability to stand before God in judgment. No one can! Still, he cries to 
the LORD in his despair expecting an answer. 

The situation David finds himself  in, and the honesty of  his prayer reminds me of  a prayer from 
The Valley Of  Vision: 

The Broken Heart 
No day of  my life has passed that has not proved me guilty in thy sight. 
Prayers have been uttered from a prayerless heart; 
Praise has been often praiseless sound; 
My best services are filthy rags. 
Blessed Jesus, let me find a covert in thy appeasing wounds. 
Though my sins rise to heaven thy merits soar above them; 
Though unrighteousness weighs me down to hell,  
 thy righteousness exalts me to thy throne. 
All things in me call for my rejection, 
All things in thee plead my acceptance. 
I appeal from the throne of  perfect justice to thy throne of  boundless grace. 
Grant me to hear thy voice assuring me: 
 that by thy stripes I am healed, 
 that thou wast bruised for my iniquities, 
 that thou hast been made sin for me 
 that I might be righteous in thee, 
 that my grievous sins, my manifold sins, are all forgiven, 
 buried in the ocean of  thy concealing blood. 
I am guilty, but pardoned, 
 lost, but saved, 
 wandering, but found, 
 sinning, but cleansed. 
Give me perpetual broken-heartedness, 
Keep me always clinging to thy cross, 
Flood me every moment with descending grace, 
Open to me the springs of  divine knowledge, 
 sparkling like crystal,  
 flowing clear and unsullied 
 through my wilderness of  life.  
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July 9 
JOSHUA 11, PSALM 144, JEREMIAH 5, MATTHEW 19

Jeremiah 5:10
"Strip away her branches, for they are not the LORD's." 

In Romans 11:17-24 Paul uses a similar analogy of  branches of  an olive tree being removed and 
replaced with wild olive branches. Just like Jeremiah, Paul is discussing Israelites who reject God. 
The wild olive branches grafted into the tree represent Gentiles included in God's kingdom. Paul 
reminds the Gentile believers that the reason the Israelites were broken off  is their unbelief. 

Chapter five of  Jeremiah makes it abundantly clear Jerusalem has the same problem. In verse one, 
Jeremiah infers Jerusalem is worse than Sodom since at least Lot was righteous, but in Jerusalem, 
the LORD cannot find one man who seeks justice and truth so that He may pardon the city. The 
people, both the poor and the great, have made their faces harder than rock; they have refused to 
repent. God asks the question, "How can I pardon you?" since you have prostituted yourselves 
after other gods. Even though, in verse 18, God promises to keep a remnant, His final question is, 
"What will you do when the end comes?" 

Paul's discussion in Romans 11:16-24 flows from previous statements. In Romans 9:6 (NLT), "For 
not all who are born into the nation of  Israel are truly members of  God's people!" Paul asks in 
Romans 11:1 (NLT), "Has God rejected his own people, the nation of  Israel? Of  course not!" 

In Romans 11:16-24, Paul reminds the Gentiles not to become arrogant or proud because they are 
grafted into the "true" olive tree. Verse 21 says, "For if  God did not spare the natural branches, 
neither will he spare you." 

Romans 11:22 is a profound statement that relates not only to Jeremiah 5 and Romans 11 but us 
today. "Note then the kindness and the severity of  God: severity toward those who have fallen, but 
God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness."  

It is so easy to focus solely on the kindness and love of  God, but He is equally severe. Reading 
passages like Jeremiah 5 forces us to honestly face the True God, the God of  the Bible, who is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever. The ultimate question is, "What will you do when the end 
comes?" 

O Sovereign LORD God, forgive me for wanting to accept parts of  You and not the whole. When 
I read Your prophets of  old, I am forced to understand the need for all mankind to fear You. 
Please help me strengthen my resolve to continue in Your kindness. May I finish my life by faith in 
You alone knowing You are both kind and severe. Your severity is as perfect as is Your kindness. 

Matthew 19:21-22
While writing about Israel's pursuit of  other gods in Jeremiah 5, I thought of  this man. It is so easy 
to see other people's idols of  the heart, isn't it? The LORD provided the song "Clear The Stage" 
by Ross King as I became aware of  my idolatry. I hope you find it of  as much value as I did.  
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July 10 
JOSHUA 12-13, PSALM 145, JEREMIAH 6, MATTHEW 20

Psalm 145
The title of  Psalm 145, "A Song Of  Praise," is fitting for the last five Psalms. Each of  the five is 
psalms of  praise, even if  this is the only one attributed to David. 

Years ago, I saw Bruce Springsteen in the Cotton Bowl. At one point in the concert, Bruce quit 
singing and held the microphone out toward the crowd. It seemed everyone was singing his song 
back to him. At the time, I thought, "what an ego trip that must be!" Can you imagine having that 
number of  people singing your song to you? 

It is worthwhile to notice and highlight why the Psalmist says the LORD is worthy of  praise. Use 
those words and phrases as you worship and pray, for by using God's Word to praise Him, we are 
doing the same thing to One who is truly worthy of  praise and worship.  

Jeremiah 6:1-30
Would you compare Psalm 145 to Jeremiah 6 as light and dark, joy and misery, hope and despair, 
and life and death? It is difficult, if  not disheartening, reading these two chapters consecutively. 
How did the people of  Israel go from extolling the glory of  God to refusing to listen to Him? What 
has to occur to go from, "The LORD is faithful in all his words" in Psalm 145:13 to, "the word of  
the LORD is to them an object of  scorn; they take no pleasure in it" in Jeremiah 6:10? How did 
the people of  Israel reach the point of  saying, "We will not walk in Your way" when David said, 
"The LORD is righteous in all his ways."  

Psalm 145:18 provides insight into what happened: "The LORD is near to all who call on him, to 
all who call on him in truth." Instead of  calling on the LORD, the people in Jeremiah's day "have 
not paid attention to my words; and as for my law, they have rejected it." (Jeremiah 6:19) "They are 
all stubbornly rebellious...all of  them act corruptly." (Jeremiah 6:28) 

In 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles, David is the standard to which all the other kings of  
Judah are compared. Needless to say, we will find very few who meet his example. Instead, in 
Jeremiah's time "For from the least to the greatest of  them, everyone is greedy for unjust gain; from 
prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely." "I set watchmen over you, saying, 'Pay attention to the 
sound of  the trumpet!' But they said, 'We will not pay attention.'" Those who had the responsibility 
to lead the people in God's ways did not. 

Lord God, I want to live Psalm 145 even if  it seems the world in which I live in is more like 
Jeremiah 6. Please raise up leaders who, like David, worship You. Holy Spirit cause the Father's 
children to rejoice in the knowledge that He is faithful in all His Words and kind in all His works. 
Teach us to walk in the light, as children of  light. 
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July 11 
JOSHUA 14-15, PSALM 146-147, JEREMIAH 7, MATTHEW 21

Joshua 14:2
"Their inheritance was by lot, just as the LORD had commanded by the hand of  Moses." 

For every decision made by casting the lot, God is the One making the determination. Proverbs 
16:33 says, "The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD."  

So the LORD chose which portion of  land went to each of  the Israelite tribes. He made sure 
Jerusalem went to Judah, just like He pointed out Achan as the one who took property from 
Jericho. In the same way, He chose Jonah from all the people on the boat. The LORD placed 
Zechariah in the temple to burn incense so He could tell him about the birth of  his son John. God 
is the one who chose Matthias to replace Judas.  

Of  all the events in the Bible where a lot was cast to make a decision, there is one that stands alone 
for me - John 19:23-24 says, "When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and 
divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, 'Let us not tear it, but cast lots 
for it to see whose it shall be.'" This decision fulfilled Psalm 22:18, "They divided my garments 
among them, and for my clothing they cast lots." So the Sovereign LORD God chose which 
soldier, who had just put Him on the cross, would receive His tunic! 

O LORD my God, please forgive me for ever forgetting or acting like You are not the Sovereign 
Ruler of  the universe. There is nothing You created that is not entirely under Your authority and 
control. Holy Spirit quickly convict us for expressing God's sovereignty in one aspect of  life and 
then taking it away in another. Jesus Christ, You rule and reign over all. Reign in my heart.  

Jeremiah 7:1-16
"As for you, do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with me, for I will not 
hear you." (Jeremiah 7:16) 

Doesn't reading God's Word challenge your theology? What would be the response next Sunday if  
you began talking about the time God told Jeremiah to stop praying for the people of  Judah? 
Doesn't that run counter to a number of  people's opinion of  who God is and what He wants?  

To understand why God would say such a thing to Jeremiah, we must examine the first fifteen 
verses of  this chapter. God tells Jeremiah to stand at the front door of  His house and speak these 
words to everyone who enters. He wants all those who come to worship Him to understand what is 
happening. If  they do not change their ways, He will no longer dwell in the land He gave their 
forefathers. Don't put your trust in the lie of  "This is the temple of  the LORD." The people were 
operating under a false assumption. They thought since the house Solomon built for the LORD 
was in Jerusalem, the LORD must be there no matter how the nation lived. They thought they 
could live in total opposition to who the LORD was and what He commanded, and He still must 
dwell among them. It reminds me of  Matthew 7:21, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
will enter the kingdom of  heaven, but the one who does the will of  my Father who is in heaven." 

In verse 8 God says, "Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail." "Behold" is a strong word 
that means pay attention or look carefully, for what I say next is very important. Then God says, 
"Don't think you can break all my commands and instructions and still stand in My house and say 
'We are delivered!' Look at what I did at Shiloh if  you think that. I allowed the Philistines to take 
possession of  the ark of  the covenant."  

O LORD God, give Your children eyes to see You as You truly are. Forgive us for attempting to 
make You in our image. Just as C. S. Lewis says of  Aslan in the Chronicles of  Narnia, "Of  course, 
He is not safe, but He is good." You are King. Forgive me for thinking You less than You are. 
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July 12 
JOSHUA 16-17, PSALM 148, JEREMIAH 8, MATTHEW 22

Jeremiah 8
This passage in Jeremiah reminds me of  Jesus' love and concern for the city of  Jerusalem. On two 
separate occasions, Jesus expressed His desire to rescue the people, but they were not inclined to 
seek His help. He says in Luke 13:34, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!" Luke 19:41-42 tells us, "And when 
he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, 'Would that you, even you, had known on 
this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes." 

God says the same thing of  the people of  Israel in Jeremiah's day. In verses 4-5, the LORD 
declares these people to be obstinate. His three questions essentially ask, "Why do these people 
who obviously continue making wrong decisions refuse to change direction? Why do they hold so 
tightly to a lie and refuse to return to me?" 

In verse 6 He says, "I have listened to them, and all I hear is a lie." This verse also provides a great 
insight into repentance. The NLT says, "Is anyone sorry for doing wrong? Does anyone say, 'What 
a terrible thing I have done?' No! All are running down the path of  sin as swiftly as a horse 
galloping into battle!" Repentance requires the realization of  what a terrible thing I have done! To 
rebel against the Sovereign Lord of  the universe is a terrible thing. This rebellion brings horrible 
consequences, just as Jeremiah 8 describes.  

The people of  Israel accepted false prophets who perverted God's Word and rejected His 
spokesmen, whether it be Jeremiah or Jesus. They not only rejected them, but put many to death. 
Jewish tradition holds that Jeremiah was stoned and Isaiah was sawed in half. We know what was 
done to Jesus. Those who knew the way of  peace were spurned while the false prophets treated the 
rebellion of  the people as if  nothing was seriously wrong; as if  there was peace.  

Notice the reaction of  the both Jeremiah and Jesus - Jeremiah said, "My joy is gone; grief  is upon 
me; my heart is sick within me...I mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me." (Jeremiah 8:18-21) 
Scripture records Jesus weeping over the death of  Lazarus, in the Garden of  Gethsemane, and 
over Jerusalem. Even though the prophets of  the LORD were rejected, abused, and put to death, 
their hearts were broken for the people to whom they were sent. 

Lord Jesus, Balm of  Gilead, You are the real physician. You restore health to the people! You are 
the Peace of  Jerusalem. You are the One who brings healing in His wings. 

Matthew 22:11-13
Entrance into this marriage feast, the wedding of  the King's Son, requires appropriate attire. 
Attendees of  the marriage supper of  the Lamb are clothed in the righteousness of  Jesus Christ.  

Isaiah 61:10 says, "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 
clothed me with the garments of  salvation; he has covered me with the robe of  righteousness." 
Zechariah 3:3-4 says, "Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 
And the angel said to those who were standing before him, 'Remove the filthy garments from him.' 
And to him, he said, 'Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with 
pure vestments." Galatians 3:27 (NLT) says, "All who have been united with Christ in baptism 
have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes." 

Thank You, Jesus, not only have You called me, You have clothed me. My filthy rags for Your 
righteousness; what a trade of  which I am unworthy. Thank You. I look expectantly for the day of  
the marriage supper of  the Lamb.  
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July 13 
JOSHUA 18-19, PSALM 149-150, JEREMIAH 9, MATTHEW 23

Joshua 18:3
"How long will you put off  going in to take possession of  the land, that the LORD, the God of  your fathers, has 
given you?"  

Reading this verse caused me to ask myself, as a child of  God, the same question. The more I 
learn of  all God has given and promised me as His child, the more I realize I am living like these 
Israelites. For example, He promised His love, joy, peace, and those things for which I ask in Jesus’ 
Name, yet, I live as though I have not received them. They were given a great inheritance and 
possession, and yet, they were living in a small part of  it. Considering what Peter says in 2 Peter 
1:3, "His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of  him who called us to his own glory and excellence," causes me to be angry at myself. 
Since, by His divine power, God has granted me everything necessary for life and godliness, why 
am I living in such a small portion of  my inheritance?  

Do I settle for less than my Father provides because the world satisfies with things insignificant in 
comparison to my real possession? Like the Israelites, have I not put to death what is earthly in me? 
Am I allowing those things to crowd out the plans my Father has for me? 

Father, forgive me for settling for less than the complete gift for which Jesus Christ my Lord has 
paid. Holy Spirit, please remind me when I allow the things of  the world to lull me into an easy 
acceptance of  all my Savior endured to provide me with full sonship.  

Joshua 19:51
As I read of  the division of  the Promised Land, I got out the maps to examine the division of  the 
land between the various tribes. Comparing the land originally given to the nation of  Israel and 
present-day Israel, several things struck me. First, much of  the territory God originally designated 
is not in Israel's possession. Second, how small Israel is. Third, of  all His creation I wonder why 
God chose Jerusalem and this land uniquely for Himself. I can't think of  any other reason for there 
to be so much interest in this small territory. Fourth, the Bible says world history will end in this 
place. Remember Psalm 122:6, "Pray for the peace of  Jerusalem," since Israel's neighbors’ stated 
intention is her destruction. 

Matthew 23
Several things jumped out at me as I read this chapter. What an indictment of  the Jewish religious 
leaders! Jesus' repeated description of  these men as blind guides, fools, and hypocrites is shocking. 
Verse three tells us why they are hypocrites, "For they preach, but do not practice." Jesus, forgive 
me for doing the same. May my words be matched by my actions.  

Jesus uses the word "woe" to describe the position of  these leaders. The definition of  woe is a state 
of  intense hardship, distress, disaster, or horror. Obviously, woe is the opposite of  blessed. 

In verse 23, Jesus endorses tithing. The NLT says, "You are careful to tithe even the tiniest income 
from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of  the law—justice, mercy, and 
faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things." 

Jesus plainly says, in verse 34, "I am sending you prophets and wise men and teachers of  religious 
law." Jesus is declaring Himself  as the One who sent prophets, wise men, and scribes. The people 
of  that day were without excuse because Jesus repeatedly said and did things to declare Himself  
God in the flesh. He was no hypocrite; His words matched His action.  
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July 14 
JOSHUA 20-21, ACTS 1, JEREMIAH 10, MATTHEW 24

Joshua 21:45
"Not one word of  all the good promises that the LORD had made to the house of  Israel had failed; all came to 
pass."  

Need I say more? When God says it, it is as good as done. The only question is when. The answer 
is, in God's good and perfect time. 

Thank You, LORD. You are the Promise Maker and the Promise Keeper. Holy Spirit, please teach 
me to rest in the promises of  my God. 

Acts 1:8
"But you shall receive power of  the kind which God has and exerts after the Holy Spirit has come upon you. And you 
shall be those who testify of  what they have seen and experienced, my witnesses, both in Jerusalem and in all Judaea 
and in Samaria and to the end of  the earth." (Wuest New Testament: an expanded translation) 

Notice the title of  this book in your Bible. Some Bibles have the simple title of  "Acts," others have 
"The Acts Of  The Apostles." Through the years, some have contended this book should be called 
"Acts of  the Holy Spirit Through the Apostles." I fall into that camp. Just as in Genesis 1 it is 
apparent God is the original actor, so too, in the book of  Acts, the Holy Spirit is the main 
character. He works in and through many people in Luke's letter to Theophilus, but He is The 
Actor. 

Verse eight tells us His primary role in the book - He will strengthen those who are God's witnesses 
in establishing the Church throughout the world. I used the Wuest translation to emphasize the 
power given is the power of  God exerted upon them through the work of  the Holy Spirit. Also, 
these witnesses will testify about what they have seen and experienced. 

As you are reading through Acts for the second time this year, pay particular attention to the 
activity of  the Holy Spirit. You will see the power of  God exhibited through Him to unify, grow, 
and resolve conflict in the Church. It is crucial for us to remember His action is as necessary for the 
Church today as at the Church's conception. 

Holy Spirit, give us eyes to see Your activity as we study Luke's description of  the spread of  the 
Gospel throughout the known world. Jesus told us He would build His Church and we know it is 
through Your working this happens. May we value Your Church as You do. Please convict us of  
our need to be those who are now Your witnesses.  

Matthew 24:12-13
"Because lawlessness will be increased, the love of  many will grow cold." This attitude is a great 
temptation for me. As I see lawlessness increasing, I have a strong tendency to be apathetic. I 
display my apathy with a lack of  care for others and greater concern for myself.  

Holy Spirit, I must have Your help not to go down this path. Please give me eyes to see the truth of  
where lawlessness leads. I do not want my love to grow cold. I fear, no, I know I have already 
allowed that to happen. Please forgive me. Teach me to love as Jesus loved, for I want to be one 
who endures to the end. I want the salvation that comes to those who do.  
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July 15 
JOSHUA 22, ACTS 2, JEREMIAH 11, MATTHEW 25

Joshua 22:1-34
This passage contains my favorite event in Joshua. The previous chapter ended with the statement, 
"And the LORD gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not one of  all 
their enemies had withstood them...Not one word of  all the good promises that the LORD had 
made in the house of  Israel had failed; all came to pass."  

After approximately five years of  war, peace had come to the Israelites in the Promised Land. It 
was time for the warriors of  Ruben, Gad, and the half-tribe of  Manasseh to return to their homes 
on the eastern side of  the Jordan. What a faithful group of  40,000 men (Joshua 4:13). They had 
kept their commitment to Moses and Joshua to fight alongside their brothers until they took 
possession of  The Land. After Joshua had commended them for their service, he reminded them 
to carefully obey God's Law by loving Him with all their heart and soul. 

On their way home, before crossing the Jordan, the men built a large altar resembling the one at 
Shiloh. When the other tribes heard, they prepared for war because they thought the altar was to 
be used for sacrifices instead of  the one in Shiloh. Deuteronomy 12:11-14 instructs the people to 
only offer sacrifices in the place God chose to make His Name dwell.  Before going to war, a 
delegation, led by Phinehas, was sent to question the reason for the new altar. This action was 
obedience to God's commands. Deuteronomy 13:12-15 provided instruction when word came that 
a city of  the Israelites turned to serve other gods. God told them to determine the truth of  the 
situation by inquiring, searching, and asking diligently for the truth. If  the city had, in fact, turned 
to other gods, everything associated with this town was to be devoted to destruction.  

Can you think of  a better person than Phinehas to lead this group? Don't you know his presence 
proved the commitment and determination to obey God's commands given in Deuteronomy 13? 
If  you don't remember Phinehas, read Numbers 25:1-13. God commended him for being as 
zealous for the Name of  the LORD as the LORD was. This passage of  Scripture will also clarify 
the reference to Peor in verses 17-18. The nation of  Israel had definitely learned the lesson of  
Achan. 

When the people on the eastern side of  the Jordan heard the accusation, they cried out to the 
Mighty One, God, the LORD to make known their intent in building the altar. The reason for the 
altar was not for sacrifices but remembrance. It was to be a witness for the nation of  Israel on both 
sides of  the Jordan of  the faithfulness of  God so the nation would always be united in the worship 
of  the True God. They were committed to the proper worship of  the LORD in Shiloh, even 
though it would require them to travel a great distance. This altar was never intended to replace 
the LORD's altar.  

It is easy for me to remember how quickly the nation of  Israel turned to other gods, but this event 
commends the people for their faithfulness to the LORD. Everyone involved was obedient to the 
LORD, but because of  a misunderstanding, a fight between them nearly occurred. Their example 
is a good one for us to remember. How easy it is to hear something and base our action on hearsay 
rather than diligently searching for the truth before responding. Many conflicts within the Church 
could be avoided if  this example were followed.  

It is proper to establish markers in our lives that we can look back on as a reminder of  God's 
faithfulness and our commitment to Him. We will see Joshua build another witness for the people 
in Joshua 24:27. Thankfully, the LORD always leaves a "Witness." We have the witness of  His 
creation, His Son, His Church, and His Word.  

Mighty One, God, the LORD, You are the One who is faithful. You have left multiple witnesses of  
Yourself. Teach us, Your children, to be faithful witnesses. Thank You for this example of  Your 
people obediently following Your instruction.  
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July 16 
JOSHUA 23, ACTS 3, JEREMIAH 12, MATTHEW 26

Joshua 23:1-3
My God and King, while reading Joshua's statement to the leaders of  Israel in verse 3, I realized 
You gave the nation rest by fighting for them. Moses, in Deuteronomy 20:4, told the people, "The 
LORD your God is he who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies, to give you 
victory." 

Before You, I desire to "make every effort to enter" (Hebrews 4:11 NIV) Your rest. Therefore, it 
seems I need to understand and trust that You are the One fighting against my enemies. Lord 
Jesus, it is You who has destroyed the works of  the devil. You are the One who has destroyed death, 
the last enemy. So please, Holy Spirit, teach me to understand and rest in the fact that it is my Lord 
and Savior who fights for me. In Him, victory is assured. Jesus, forgive me for forgetting and 
thinking at times I am in this battle all alone.  

Jeremiah 12:1
This verse is an excellent way to pray. Jeremiah admits he is complaining to the righteous LORD, 
but he still makes his case. Surely, Jeremiah and I aren't the only ones who have ever complained to 
the LORD. If  you occasionally find yourself  in that place, this is my translation of  Jeremiah's 
expression: "I know you are right LORD, but I do not understand what is happening. It may sound 
like I am accusing You, but really, I am just asking because I know You are correct and right in all 
you do. However, …" 

Gracious, kind, loving, and forgiving God, thank You for Your patience with us. Quickly remind us 
when we begin to complain and to Whom we are addressing our complaint. 

Matthew 26:47-50
Jesus makes it painfully clear what is going to happen to Him in Matthew 26:2, "You know that 
after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of  Man will be delivered up to be crucified." I 
wonder if  this direct statement resulted in Judas' decision to change sides since His crucifixion 
would mean Jesus lost and the religious leaders won, or was the decision made when Jesus rebuked 
Judas in John 12:4-8, because of  his statement about Mary anointing Jesus with such expensive 
ointment? Whatever the reason, Judas sold Him out for a small price compared to inheriting the 
Kingdom of  Jesus. Exodus 21:32 seems to infer thirty pieces of  silver was the price of  a slave.  

For a long time I thought Jesus was gracious even when Judas betrays Him because He referred to 
Judas as "friend" in verse 50. However, researching the use of  the word gave me a different 
understanding. This word is used only in Matthew 20:13, 22:12, and here in verse 50. In each 
instance, Jesus used this word to describe people who in one way or another were in opposition to 
Him. In Matthew 20:13, it is the laborers who think the master of  the house is unfair in what he 
pays them. In Matthew 22:12, the king refers to the man who does not have the proper wedding 
garment as a friend. So, Jesus used the term friend to describe Judas, His betrayer, as one who was 
opposed to Him. 
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July 17 
JOSHUA 24, ACTS 4, JEREMIAH 13, MATTHEW 27

Joshua 24:14-15
"Choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods 
of  the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." 

As I read this passage, it reminds me of  the Bob Dylan song, "Gotta Serve Somebody." Dylan 
understood Joshua's instruction. In seven verses, Dylan covers a full gamut of  people with the 
chorus being: 
  
 But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes 
 You're gonna have to serve somebody 
 Well, it may be the devil, or it may be the Lord 
 But you're gonna have to serve somebody. 

In 1 Kings 18:21, Elijah places the same decision before the people of  Israel, "Elijah came near to 
all the people and said, 'How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If  the 
LORD is God, follow him; but if  Baal, then follow him.'" If  you don't remember the event, God 
displays His power by sending fire from heaven while Baal does nothing. 

Similarly, in John 6 many of  those who were following Jesus chose to follow Him no longer. Jesus 
puts the question of  whom will you serve to the twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" Joshua's 
statement is more direct than Peter's, but he makes the same point, "Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of  eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the 
Holy One of  God." 

These saints in the Bible would agree with the premise of  Dylan's song: choose who you are going 
to serve because inevitably you are going to serve someone or something. The choice Joshua, 
Elijah, and Peter made was evident in the lives they chose to live. The question for each of  us is the 
same. Elijah's language fits well in the 21st century, doesn't it? "How long will you go limping 
between two different opinions?" 

Lord God, as for me and my house, we will serve You. Where else would we go; You have the 
words of  eternal life? Holy Spirit, please solidify that decision in me. May the life I live be a witness 
to the LORD God I serve.  

Acts 4:29-31
After reading Joshua's challenge to the people of  Israel concerning who they would serve, I found 
an additional issue in Acts 4. Ok, Roy, you have chosen to serve Me. The question now becomes, 
"How are you going to serve Me?" 

The answer for the disciples in Acts is: with "all boldness." Even the Jewish leaders recognized this 
characteristic after Peter, being filled with the Holy Spirit, bluntly spoke the Gospel to them in Acts 
4:7-13.  

After being commanded to not teach or speak in the name of  Jesus, the disciples prayed, "Now, 
Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness." God immediately answered their request by filling them with the Holy Spirit, and they 
continued to speak the Word of  God boldly. 

Lord Jesus, not only do I want to serve You, but I also want to serve You boldly. Please, just as You 
filled Your disciples with Your Spirit, do the same for me so I, too, may boldly speak the Good 
News of  Jesus, who is the Christ. 
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July 18 
JUDGES 1, ACTS 5, JEREMIAH 14, MATTHEW 28

Judges 1
Judges begins so well with Israel's continued benefit of  Joshua's leadership, "After the death of  
Joshua, the people of  Israel inquired of  the LORD, 'Who shall go up first for us against the 
Canaanites to fight against them?' The LORD said, 'Judah shall go up; behold I have given the 
land into his hand.'" In the first several verses of  Judges, the people seek God's instruction, and He 
both directs them and delivers the land into their hands. Judah successfully takes possession of  
their territory except for the plains, but Benjamin did not drive the Jebusites out of  Jerusalem. 
Then the house of  Joseph succeeds in taking the town of  Bethel because the Lord was with them. 
This victory is followed by a succession of  Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali, and 
Dan not driving out the inhabitants of  the territory. Instead, they are allowed to live among them 
as forced labor.  

Have you ever started reading a book and get a queasy feeling about what's going to happen and 
decide to check out how it ends before you get too involved? Judges might be that kind of  book. In 
the next to last chapter (Judges 20:18), we find the people of  Israel doing the same thing they did in 
Judges 1:1. They ask the LORD who should lead them into battle, and the LORD again selects 
Judah, but instead of  Judah being the first to fight against the Canaanites, Jebusites, or Amorites, 
they are leading the other 10 tribes into battle against Benjamin.  

The final statement in Judges is, "Everyone did what was right in his own eyes." God had warned 
them in Deuteronomy 12:8, "You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, 
whatever is right in his own eyes." 

Holy Spirit, please use the events and people in this book to increase our desire and effort for 
obedience. Teach us all You would have us know from a book that starts so well by seeking Your 
guidance and then concludes with everyone doing his own thing. Thank You that we are aware this 
isn't the end of  Your story. We know the King of  kings and Lord of  lords is the conquering Hero 
even though the story looks bleak at times. 

Acts 5:28-32
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the abundance of  Your salvation. Thank You that we would 
understand the importance of  Your "blood upon us." Holy Spirit, instill in us the importance of  
obeying God rather than men. Father God, thank You for raising Jesus from the dead, the evidence 
of  the sufficiency of  His shed blood to cover our sin. Thank You for the gift of  repentance and 
forgiveness of  sin based solely upon Your grace and the finished work of  our Leader and Savior. 
Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit. May we, like the apostles, be Your faithful witnesses.  
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July 19 
JUDGES 2, ACTS 6, JEREMIAH 15, MARK 1

Acts 6:7
There are many descriptions of  coming to salvation in Scripture but Acts 6:7 contains one of  my 
favorites: "And the word of  God continued to increase, and the number of  disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many priests became obedient to the faith." Since true faith 
always leads to obedience, those priests who became obedient to the faith received the salvation of  
God.  

Interestingly, Paul uses this phrase, obedience of  faith, at both the beginning and the end of  his 
letter to the Romans. Describing Jesus in Romans 1:5 Paul says, "through whom we have received 
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of  faith for the sake of  his name among the 
nations." The reason Paul received God's grace and calling as an apostle was to proclaim the 
Gospel which leads to obedient faith.  

Romans 16:25-27 is Paul's closing prayer: "Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the preaching of  Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of  the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been 
made known to all nations, according to the command of  the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of  faith—to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen." The 
revelation of  Jesus as the Christ, the mystery God kept secret, has been made known to bring 
people to the obedience of  faith.  

We should not be surprised at Paul's emphasis on faithful obedience since Jesus is very blunt about 
its necessity. In John 14:15-21, Jesus makes sure we know if  we love Him, we will obey Him. Jesus 
brackets this passage with, "If  you love me, you will keep my commandments...Whoever has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me."  

Lord Jesus, we not only want to be hearers of  Your Word, but we want to be doers also. Holy 
Spirit, thank You for the gift of  faith. Please stir in us persistent obedience based on our love of  our 
Lord and Savior. 

Jeremiah 15:1-9
There are numerous passages in Scripture which cause me to stop. Jeremiah 15:1-9 is most 
assuredly one of  those.  

Reading this passage forces me to acknowledge that the patient, long-suffering, Sovereign God of  
the universe places limits, even on His chosen people. It is frightening to hear the LORD tell 
Jeremiah that even if  Moses and Samuel asked Him, He would not change His mind. God's 
explanation of  where the people are to go and how they are to be destroyed is unsettling, but to 
hear Him say, "I am weary of  relenting" is grievous. How much had this group of  people 
presumed about the God of  Israel? How much do I presume about Him? 

The LORD attributes what He is about to do to the nation of  Israel to Manasseh. 2 Chronicles 
33:1-20 and 2 Kings 21:1-18 provide the details of  Manasseh's life.  2 Chronicles 33:9 says, 
"Manasseh led Judah and the inhabitants of  Jerusalem astray, to do more evil than the nations 
whom the LORD destroyed before the people of  Israel." Judah became worse than the nations 
God wanted Israel to utterly destroy when He gave them the Promised Land. In 2 Chronicles 
33:12-13 Manasseh humbles himself  before the LORD, and God heard his prayer of  repentance. 
Even though Manasseh is restored, Jeremiah 15 describes the consequences of  his sinful 
leadership.  

LORD God Almighty, You are patient and long-suffering, but there are consequences for our sin. 
Please convict us and give us hearts to repent quickly. May our sin not result in leading others to 
forsake You. 
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July 20 
JUDGES 3, ACTS 7, JEREMIAH 16, MARK 2

Judges 3:1-2
"Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel who had not experienced 
all the wars in Canaan. It was only so that the generations of  people of  Israel might know war, to teach war to those 
who had not known it before." 

The LORD left nations in the land to test the Israelites who had not experienced war. Even with 
all the warnings in Scripture, I find it easy to forget that life in this world is a battle for the follower 
of  Jesus Christ. How can I overlook Jesus saying, in Luke 10:3, "Go your way; behold, I am 
sending you out as lambs in the midst of  wolves." Do I discount Jesus' instruction, "You will be 
hated by all for my name's sake" in Matthew 10:22? What is my response to John 15:20? "A 
servant is not greater than his master. If  they persecuted me, they will also persecute you." 

In Ephesians 6:11-12, we are instructed to "put on the whole armor of  God, that you may be able 
to stand against the schemes of  the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly places." Paul continues by describing instruments of  war as 
necessities for Jesus Christ's followers. He refers to the whole armor of  God: the belt, breastplate, 
shoes, shield, helmet, and sword. The necessity for each tool of  war is apparent when we examine 
the enemy. What capability do I have to struggle against "rulers...authorities...cosmic 
powers...spiritual forces of  evil"? I know that is a redundant question, it needs no answer but why 
then do I not "suit up" for battle each day?  

I fear it is because I am part of  a generation like the one which came after Joshua, who is 
unaccustomed and unprepared for the struggle necessary to keep the faith. Paul says in 2 Timothy 
4:7, "I have fought the good fight, I finished the race, I have kept the faith." So, the question is, am 
I fighting the good fight or am I acquiescing to the enemy? Am I passing the test?  

Lord Jesus, forgive me for not heeding Your warnings. Forgive me for living as if  the ruler of  this 
world was not the devil himself. I know in You alone is salvation, not just for the future but today. 
Holy Spirit, convict me to put on the armor of  God daily. Please teach me to use every instrument 
You provide to defend myself  and my family. 

Acts 7:53
"You who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it."  

If  this verse seems contradictory to your understanding of  how the people received the Law, 
welcome to my world. However, there is a lot of  Scripture that supports Stephen's statement. In 
this chapter of  Acts, in verses 30 and 35, Stephen says an angel appeared to Moses in a flame of  
fire in a bush, and an angel spoke to him at Mount Sinai in verse 38.  

Hebrews 2:2 says, "For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if  we neglect such a 
great salvation?"  

Galatians 3:19 says, "Why then the law? It was added because of  transgressions, until the offspring 
should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 
intermediary." 

In the Old Testament, the "Angel of  the LORD" makes multiple appearances. Usually, if  not 
always, this is the pre-incarnate Christ. In Exodus 3:2, "The angel of  the LORD appeared to him 
in a flame of  fire out of  the midst of  a bush."  

So, did the LORD deliver the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai? Yes. Did angels deliver the Law? 
Yes. 
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Holy Spirit, we confess there are times we do not understand all You are telling us from Your 
Word, but we believed and have come to know Your Word is true. Help us in our struggles to not 
only know Your instruction but to faithfully apply it to our lives. 
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July 21 
JUDGES 4, ACTS 8, JEREMIAH 17, MARK 3

Judges 4:3
"Then the people of  Israel cried out to the LORD for help."  

This quote is a common refrain in Judges. Judges 3:9 says, "But when the people of  Israel cried out 
to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the people of  Israel, who saved them." Reading 
about these people crying out for help reminds me of  the parable Jesus told in Luke 18:9-14. A 
Pharisee and a tax collector went to the temple to pray. In his prayer, the Pharisee pointed to his 
piety by comparing himself  to others, primarily the tax collector. The tax collector positioned 
himself  away from everyone, would not lift his eyes to heaven, and simply cried out, "God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!" Jesus' response is, "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, 
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself  will be humbled but the one who humbles 
himself  will be exalted."  

Lord Jesus, You are the One who truly humbled Himself. Lord God, thank You for exalting and 
raising up Jesus. He is the true deliverer who saves those who cry out for help, "Be merciful to me, 
a sinner."  

Acts 8:9-24
Don't you find the story of  Simon fascinating? He must have been quite a magician for the people 
to proclaim, "This man is the power of  God that is called Great." When God, through Philip, 
displayed power greater than Simon's, he believed and was baptized. However, when Peter and 
John prayed and laid their hands on the believers in Samaria to receive the Holy Spirit, Simon 
displayed his true nature - he wanted the power God demonstrated through Peter, and John and 
was willing to pay for it. Peter rebuked Simon, commanding him to repent because his heart was 
not right before God.  

We aren't told what became of  Simon, but isn't it interesting that he asked Peter to pray for him 
rather than responding like the tax collector in Luke 18, who cried out, "God be merciful to me, a 
sinner." 

In Matthew 13:24-30, Jesus provides an insightful parable. He compares the kingdom of  heaven to 
a farmer who planted a wheat crop, only to have his enemy sow weeds that looked like wheat 
among the crop. Until the plants began to put on heads of  grain, the wheat and the weeds were 
indistinguishable. In Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus says you know people by the fruit they produce. That 
is what happened in this parable. You could not tell the wheat from the weeds until each produced 
its fruit. The farmer's employees ask if  they should pull out the weeds from among the wheat. The 
farmer instructed them to leave both the weeds and wheat until harvest time for fear of  damaging 
the wheat while removing the weeds. At harvest time, the wheat is placed in his barn, and the 
weeds are burned. We don't know if  Simon was wheat or weed, but we trust the One who searches 
the heart and tests the mind, to give to every man according to his ways according to the fruit of  
his deeds. (Jeremiah 17:10) 

We should not be surprised that there are weeds which appear to be wheat in the Church. In 
Matthew 7:21-23, after saying you will recognize people by their fruit, Jesus declares, "Not 
everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom of  heaven, but the one who does the 
will of  my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?' And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of  
lawlessness.'" 

Thank You, LORD, for waiting until harvest. For a long time, I looked more like a weed than 
wheat, and I fear others may have thought it appropriate to root me up. I must confess my weed-
like nature is still evident. God, be merciful to me, a sinner! Thank You for Your mercy and 
patience with me. 
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July 22 
JUDGES 5, ACTS 9, JEREMIAH 18, MARK 4

Acts 9:2
"The Way" What an appropriate description of  Christianity! In John 14:6 Jesus says, "I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." To the exclusion 
of  everything else, Jesus proclaimed Himself  as the only way to be right with God. A Biblical 
Christian is a disciple of  Christ Jesus, a faithful follower of  Jesus, one who believes and trusts in 
Jesus alone as the way to God.  

Isaiah 35:8 uses the term "the Way of  Holiness" to describe the highway through what was 
deserted but is now a lush garden. He says this change takes place when God comes to save His 
people and destroys their enemies. Isaiah 35:5-6 (NLT) says, "When he comes, he will open the 
eyes of  the blind and unplug the ears of  the deaf. The lame will leap like a deer, and those who 
cannot speak will sing for joy!" Isn't that what happened when Jesus became flesh and dwelt among 
us? Isaiah 35:8 says, "And a great road will go through the once deserted land. It will be named the 
Highway of  Holiness. Evil-minded people will never travel on it. It will be only for those who walk 
in God's ways."  

We know there is another way though, don't we? Twice in Proverbs (14:12, 16:25), we are told: 
"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of  death." Jesus compares the two 
ways in Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard 
that leads to life, and those who find it are few."  

I wonder if  it would be good for us to refer to ourselves as "people of  the Way." I suspect it would 
create an opportunity for conversation.  

Lord Jesus, the True Way, may all Your Father's children be as bold in proclaiming the only Way to 
be right before the Holy God.  

Acts 9:31
"So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. Walking in the fear 
of  the Lord and in the comfort of  the Holy Spirit, it multiplied."  

Interesting plan for Church growth, don't you think? I suspect surveys, outreach ministries, and 
multiple programs are easier to implement.  

Lord Jesus, thank You for providing both the means and the ends. Forgive Your Church for 
pursuing growth using worldly methodology. You alone are the builder of  Your Church. We are 
just instruments in your hand. Please, use us as You will. Holy Spirit, convict us of  the necessity to 
walk in the fear of  the Lord and the comfort only You provide. 

Jeremiah 18:11-12
"Return, every one from his evil way, and amend your ways and your deeds. But they say, 'That is in vain!' We will 
follow our own plans, and everyone will act according to the stubbornness of  his evil heart." 

The NLT gives the people's reply as "Don't waste your breath. We will continue to live as we want 
to, stubbornly following our own evil desires." Seems like a perfect illustration of  Proverbs 14:12, 
16:25, "There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of  death."  
  
Father God, thank You for faithfully sending those who speak Your Word even in the face of  such 
opposition and rejection. Thank You for the gift of  repentance and faith. Thank You for Jesus 
Christ. 
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July 23 
JUDGES 6, ACTS 10, JEREMIAH 19, MARK 5

Judges 6:6
"Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help." (NIV)  

Does the relationship between financial wealth and poverty have anything to do with "crying out to 
the LORD for help"? Do we fail to cry out to the LORD because we are not impoverished yet? 
Does the United States fail to look to the LORD because of  our wealth? 

In Luke 12:15 Jesus says, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life 
does not consist in the abundance of  his possession." Following this statement, Jesus tells a parable 
about a wealthy man. His land was so productive there was no room in his barns to store the crops. 
(If  you read the passage, notice the number of  times the pronoun "I" is used. There is no 
acknowledgment of  God providing this abundant crop.) So the farmer decides to tear down his old 
barns and build larger ones to store all his stuff. His wealth was so great he concluded all he had 
left to do in life was "relax, eat, drink, and be merry." However, God had other plans, "Fool! This 
night your soul is required of  you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?" The 
farmer's perspective of  the future was too short, don't you think? Jesus follows with this statement, 
"So is the one who lays up treasure for himself  and is not rich toward God." Reminds me of  Jesus' 
statement "where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21) 

In Mark 10:23 Jesus declares, "How difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of  God!" It's easy when you are cash flush to think everything is okay. When that occurs, 
our natural tendency is to believe, "I can take care of  myself, just look at how well I have done. 
Therefore, I am dependent on no one." 

Proverbs 30:8-9 says, "Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for 
me, lest I be full and deny you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' or lest I be poor and steal and profane 
the name of  my God." 

I think this proverb is the appropriate prayer for this comment, don't you? 

Acts 10:1-2
Wasn't Cornelius a good man? Just look at his credentials: he was a Roman army officer, yet, he 
was a devout man who feared God and leads his family to do the same. He generously helped the 
poor and continually prayed, just as Paul commands in 1 Thessalonians 5:17.  

The problem for Cornelius and all of  us is what Jesus told the rich young ruler in Luke 18:18-22. 
After the young man had referred to Jesus as "Good Teacher," Jesus asked, "Why do you call me 
good? No one is good except God alone." We all tend to think we are good even though 
throughout the Bible we are told no man is good. (For example, see Psalm 14:1-3, Jeremiah 17:9, 
and Romans 3:10-18.) Cornelius lacked one thing, just like the rich young man who Jesus told 
"One thing, you still lack" - He did not know Jesus.  

God used this event to instruct both Cornelius and Peter. He used Peter to teach Cornelius and his 
household that Jesus is Lord of  all, and He used Cornelius to teach Peter salvation has come to the 
Gentiles just as it has to the Jews.  

O LORD God, You alone are good. Forgive us for thinking our credentials are enough to stand 
before You. Thank You for revealing salvation to both the Jew and the Gentile through Your Son 
Jesus, who is LORD of  all. 

Mark 5:1-20
I just recently heard the song "Man Of  The Tombs" by Bob Bennett and thought you would enjoy 
it too.  
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July 24 
JUDGES 7, ACTS 11, JEREMIAH 20, MARK 6

Mark 6:34
"He had compassion on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd." 

Moses expressed this same concern in Numbers 27:15-17 after the LORD told him he was about 
to die. Moses asked God to "appoint a man over the congregation who shall go out before them 
and come in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of  the 
LORD may not be as sheep that have no shepherd." 

In the Old Testament there were occasionally men, like Moses and Joshua, who were concerned 
about the "congregation" of  Israel; shepherds who put the interest of  the sheep before their own, 
but they were outnumbered by those who profited at the sheep's expense. In Jeremiah 50:6 the 
LORD says, "My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray." Ezekiel 
34:1-11 (NLT) is God's indictment of  those shepherds: "You drink the milk, wear the wool, and 
butcher the best animals, but you let your flocks starve...You have not taken care of  the 
weak...tended the sick... gone looking for those who have wandered away and are lost. Instead, you 
have ruled them with harshness and cruelty...the Sovereign LORD says, 'I myself  will search and 
find my sheep. I will be like a shepherd looking for his scattered flock.'" 

The most well know passage concerning a shepherd and his sheep is Psalm 23. David, having been 
a shepherd, understood the necessity for sheep to have one. He was aware there was only One 
good Shepherd - The LORD. So, for the son of  David to have compassion for these sheep without 
a shepherd is to be expected. Micah 5:2 prophesied this shepherd, a descendant of  Judah and 
David, would come from Bethlehem. Matthew 2:6 says, "And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of  
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of  Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel."  

In John 10:11 Jesus declares, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep." The New Testament describes Jesus as this promised Shepherd in several passages. 
Hebrews 13:20, "Now may the God of  peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of  the sheep, by the blood of  the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will." 1 Peter 2:25, "For you were straying like sheep, but have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of  your souls." 1 Peter 5:4, "When the chief  Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading crown of  glory."  

I delight in the description of  Jesus as The Shepherd. My difficulty is seeing myself  as a 
sheep. Sheep are foolish and unable to care for themselves. Why the struggle when I know the 
compassion of  the Shepherd? It's my ridiculous pride because I don't want to consider myself  
foolish and dependent. Like David, I, too, know I desperately need a shepherd. 

Sovereign Lord Jesus, thank You for calling me by name as one of  Your sheep. I want to be a sheep 
who listens intently for Your voice and follows as You lead. Thank You for being the good 
Shepherd who laid down His life for me, a foolish dependent sheep. 
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July 25 
JUDGES 8, ACTS 12, JEREMIAH 21, MARK 7

Acts 12:10
"The iron gate leading into the city...opened for them of  its own accord."  

In Greek, "of  its own accord" is one-word automatos from which we get the English automatic. The 
gate opened without apparent cause, just like the walls of  Jericho collapsed. 

Automatos is used only one other time in the New Testament and is translated as "by itself" in Mark 
4:28. In this verse, automatos explains the growth of  the Kingdom of  God. In Mark 4:26-28, Jesus 
tells a parable of  a farmer scattering seeds, which previously in Mark 4:14, is the Word of  God. 
The man's responsibility is to scatter seed, after which whether he sleeps or is awake, the seed 
grows without apparent cause. So just as this gate opened by itself, the Kingdom of  God grows by 
itself. As Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, "I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth."  

Sovereign Lord, there is so much in my world that seems to happen automatically, without cause. 
Holy Spirit, thank You for insight into the One who is in control. He is the force that would cause 
the gate to Peter's freedom to open, the walls of  Jericho to fall, and the seed to sprout, grow, and 
produce grain, but more importantly, the Sovereign Lord is the One who is the cause for His 
Kingdom's expansion. May I faithfully scatter His Word, trusting Him to cause the growth. 

Jeremiah 21:8-9
"Thus says the LORD: Behold, I set before you the way of  life and the way of  death."  

The setting in which the LORD gives Israel the choice of  life or death is a period of  great distress 
for Jerusalem. The city was under siege by the Babylonians and Chaldeans. The situation in 
Jerusalem is so desperate King Zedekiah sent Pashhur, the priest, to inquire of  Jeremiah if  God 
would save Israel. Pashhur is the chief  officer of  the Temple who beat Jeremiah and put him in 
stocks in Jeremiah 20:1-2. Zedekiah's statement is, "Perhaps the LORD will deal with us according 
to all his wonderful deeds and make him (the Babylonians and Chaldeans) withdraw from us." 
God's response, through Jeremiah, is not what the King wanted. Instead of  delivering the Israelites 
from the hand of  their enemies, God tells Zedekiah "I myself  will fight against you...in anger and 
in fury and in great wrath."  

At that point, God gives them the option of  surrender or destruction. Doesn't that remind you of  
the choice Moses placed before Israel in Deuteronomy 30:19-20? "I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore 
choose life, that you and your offspring may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice 
and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of  days."  

Isn't God keeping this choice continually before mankind? He made a similar plea to Cain in 
Genesis 4:4-7. In 2 Corinthians 6:2 Paul says, "Behold, now is the day of  salvation." Hebrews 3:13 
says, "Exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 'today,' that none of  you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of  sin." 

LORD God, You are long-suffering. You continually set before Your creation life and death, with 
the plea to choose life. Teach Your children to proclaim Your gracious offer faithfully.  
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July 26 
JUDGES 9, ACTS 13, JEREMIAH 22, MARK 8

Judges 9:23
Reading passages like, “God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the leaders of  Shechem” 
forces me to acknowledge my limited understanding of  Almighty God. This passage, along with a 
couple we recently read in Jeremiah 15:1 and 7:16), "Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, 
yet my heart would not turn toward this people” and "As for you, do not pray for this people, or lift 
up a cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with me, for I will not hear you,” were not 
taught in any Sunday School class I ever attended. 

In Acts 20:26, Paul makes a thought-provoking statement, "Therefore, I testify to you this day that 
I am innocent of  the blood of  all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of  
God." He said this to the elders of  the church in Ephesus. Paul was going to Jerusalem expecting 
imprisonment. He knew these men would never see him again, so, on this last visit, Paul wants 
them to understand the purpose of  his ministry. He reminds them how, at every opportunity, he 
thoroughly taught God’s Word to both Jew and Greek. He never shrank back from telling them 
what they needed to hear.  

Holy Spirit, please convict us to speak the whole counsel of  God our Father faithfully. May we 
never minimize our LORD in any way. He is perfect in every facet of  His nature. He is perfect 
love, perfect peace, perfect justice, and perfect wrath. He is the only One who is good.  

Acts 13:45-48
A week after Paul's first sermon at the synagogue in Antioch, almost the whole city, which was 
primarily Gentiles, gathered to hear the Gospel, but when the local Jews saw the crowd, they 
became jealous. In Romans 11:11-14, Paul says one reason for his ministry was to make fellow 
Jews jealous, so as to save some of  them, but it seems their envy on this occasion was toward Paul 
rather than a jealousy that would lead to belief  in Christ Jesus. Their contradiction of  Paul 
appears to be a rejection of  Jesus since he later says, "You thrust it (the Gospel) aside and judge 
yourselves unworthy of  eternal life." Therefore, Paul tells the Jews he and Barnabas will take the 
Gospel to the Gentiles. 

Based on Isaiah 49:6, Paul says that is what God has commanded them to do. Isaiah 49 is a 
Messianic passage in which the Messiah will bring Jacob back to God and be a light to the other 
nations of  the world (Gentiles) by bringing salvation to the whole earth. When the Gentiles heard 
the Gospel, they rejoiced and glorified God's Word, and those appointed to eternal life believed. 

What a comparison: "judge yourselves unworthy of  eternal life" and "rejoicing and glorifying the 
word of  the Lord and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed." Rejection or acceptance 
of  Jesus is the only option. There is no middle ground. "He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of  God, who were born, not of  blood nor of  the will of  the flesh nor of  the will 
of  man, but of  God." (John 1:11-13) 

Thank You, Father God, for making Jesus the Light for the Gentiles. Thank You, Jesus, for being 
the Light of  the World. Thank You, Holy Spirit, for creating within me a heart to rejoice and 
glorify the Word of  God.  
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July 27 
JUDGES 10:1-11:11, ACTS 14, JEREMIAH 23, MARK 9

Acts 14:16-17
"In past generations he allowed the nations to walk in their own ways. Yet he did not leave himself  without witness, 
for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness."  

Is there anything I take for granted or assume to just be a part of  life, that is, in fact, a witness to 
and for God? In this verse, rain and crops are a witness of  his kindness. Matthew 5:45 says, "He 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust." 
Psalm 19:1-2 says, "The heavens declare the glory of  God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge." God has provided 
ample evidence of  His existence and kindness toward His creation. Our ignorance and 
forgetfulness are not from a lack of  testimony of  God's graciousness, but rather man's disregard of  
His constant blessing. In Romans 1:18-21, Paul says our wickedness is the root problem that causes 
us to suppress the daily evidence of  God's existence and goodness. Even with all the testimony of  
His kindness, man still refuses to acknowledge Him or give Him praise and thanksgiving for all He 
provides. Man is without excuse because God continually displays His divine nature and power.  

LORD God, thank You for the blessings of  life that I take for granted. Please forgive me for 
missing the everyday gifts from your hand. I honor You with my life and thank You with my 
mouth. 

Jeremiah 23:17
In Jeremiah 23:2, God confronts those shepherds who have not taken care of  His flock. He tells 
them, you have not "attended" to my sheep, now I will "attend" to you. That is definitely not a 
position in which I would want to be.  

In verse 17, these shepherds are telling the people everything is going to be okay; nothing bad is 
going to happen. They are saying this to people who despise God's Word and stubbornly do what 
they want rather than what God instructs. Years ago, Carol attended a conference where a 
Christian counselor made the statement, "Don't worry about sin. Quit thinking of  sin." This 
passage reminded me of  our discussion of  what was so wrong with that attitude. Sin, rebellion 
against God, is important to Him and should be important to us.  

In Mark 9:42 Jesus says, "Whoever causes one of  these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him if  a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea." 
What I do or say should never lead or encourage others to sin. 

Do you consider yourself  a shepherd? For years I thought of  preachers, elders, and teachers as 
shepherds but not myself, but just as sheep follow the shepherd, we all have others who follow our 
example.  

Father, I desire to be a shepherd worthy of  Your calling. Please encourage me by Your faithfulness 
to be a faithful example to those who follow me. May I faithfully lead those you have placed in my 
care. You know all my weaknesses, doubts, and fears. Please show me any area of  my life that 
would lead others to sin. I never want to be guilty of  leading anyone away from You or Your 
Word.  
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July 28 
JUDGES 11:11-40, ACTS 15, JEREMIAH 24, MARK 10

Judges 11:30-40
This event is one of  the most perturbing in Scripture. Each time I begin to read of  Jephthah, I 
dread what is coming. Why would he make such a strange vow, much less carry it out? Did he not 
understand the likely consequences of  what he was promising? What was he thinking?  

The Law includes the concept of  redemption. In one sense, God provided the redemption of  Isaac 
by providing the ram (Genesis 22:10-13). God redeemed Israel from Egypt. In Numbers 18:15-17, 
the LORD provides for the redemption of  the firstborn of  both man and animal; God even 
provides the redemption price. In light of  all this, why could Jephthah's daughter not be redeemed? 
God explicitly declares, in Jeremiah 32:35, that He does not want children sacrificed: "They built 
the high places of  Baal in the Valley of  the Son of  Hinnom, to offer up their sons and daughters to 
Molech, though I did not command them, nor did it enter my mind, that they should do this 
abomination, to cause Judah to sin."  

To add to the perplexity of  this event, Hebrews 11:32 commends Jephthah's faith: "And what 
more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of  Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of  David and 
Samuel and the prophets."  

When I come to a part of  Scripture, like the story of  Jephthah and his daughter, that I cannot 
fathom, I always turn to Isaiah 55:8-9: "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."  

Lord God Almighty, forgive me for ever thinking of  You like I would myself  or other men. Your 
ways aren't like mine, and I am thankful they aren't. Thank You for redeeming me from a life more 
foolish than Jephthah's vow. 

Acts 15:1-5
If  you are curious about what Paul thought about those who taught "Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of  Moses, you cannot be saved," read his letter to the Galatians. To peak 
your interest, I will give you a small sample. 

In chapter one, Paul chastised the Galatians for leaving the Gospel and pursuing a false gospel. He 
says those who teach anything other than the Good News of  Jesus are to be accursed, even if  it is 
an angel. 

In chapter two, Paul clarifies the false gospel as it dealt with circumcision. He said false brothers 
wanted to rob them of  their freedom in Christ Jesus and return them to slavery.  

In chapter three, Paul asked if  the believers in Galatia received the Holy Spirit through the law or 
faith. Since they received the Holy Spirit by faith, why did they think they would be made perfect 
by the circumcision of  the flesh? 

In chapter four, Paul reminds them they are not slaves but sons of  God who cry "Abba! Father!" 
Since they are sons, why would they go back to what is useless? He pleads with them to live as he 
does—free from those Laws.  

In chapter five, Paul says everyone who accepts circumcision is obligated to keep all the Law. In 
Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; only faith working 
through love. He emphatically states, "I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate 
themselves!" 

In chapter six, Paul explains they want you to be circumcised so they can boast about it and claim 
you as their disciples. 
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Enjoy reading Galatians. Paul's opinion of  those who add works to the Gospel is evident in this 
letter. Acts 15:11 is a good summary: "We believe that we will be saved through the grace of  the 
Lord Jesus, just as they will." 

Abba! Father! Great is Your Grace. Brother Jesus, Great is Your Grace. Holy Spirit, Great is Your 
Grace. 
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July 29 
JUDGES 12, ACTS 16, JEREMIAH 25, MARK 11

Acts 16:1-3
Scripture doesn't tell us whether Paul had any physical descendants, but he had a large number of  
spiritual ones. In 1 Corinthians 4:15 Paul refers to himself  as their father: "For though you have 
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel." Of  all Paul's spiritual children, Timothy seems to be a favorite, if  not the 
favorite. 

Since Timothy's mother and grandmother were believers (2 Timothy 1:5), it is quite likely Timothy 
heard Paul preach the Gospel on his first visit to Lystra in Acts 14:8-20. At the very least, it seems 
impossible for Timothy not to have heard of  Paul because of  the commotion he and Barnabas 
caused. Remember, Lystra was where Barnabas and Paul were thought to be Zeus and Hermes. 
Then, a few days later, Paul is stoned and left for dead.  

This decision to accompany Paul led to a life of  devotion for both men. Of  all Paul's companions, 
Paul names Timothy more than any other in his letters. Additionally, the Bible includes two letters 
Paul wrote explicitly to Timothy.  

Several references display Paul's love and care for Timothy. Paul refers to Timothy as his beloved, 
faithful, and true child in the faith (1 Corinthians 4:17, 1 Timothy 1:2, 18, 2 Timothy 1:2). In 
Philippians 2:19-24, Paul describes Timothy's uniqueness - "For I have no one like him, who will 
be genuinely concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their own interests, not those of  Jesus 
Christ. But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in 
the gospel."  

Holy Spirit, thank You for placing Timothy's story in Your Word. Thank You for including Eunice 
and Lois, who taught the Scripture to Timothy from childhood, as examples of  how to raise a 
child and grandchild. Please instill in all of  us the desire, like Paul, to have spiritual children.  

Acts 16:8-10
Notice the change of  pronouns from verse 8 to verse 10. In verse 8, "they went down to Troas." In 
verse 10, "immediately we sought to go on to Macedonia." Since Luke wrote Acts, it seems likely 
he joined Paul and Silas at this point in their journey. It appears Luke traveled with Paul all the 
way to Rome. (Acts 28:15) 

Acts 16:14
"The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul."  

Thank You, Lord, for opening Lydia's heart and mine to receive the Good News preached by Paul. 
Who but You can open a person's heart? Thank You for fulfilling the promise of  Ezekiel 36:26-27, 
"I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of  
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of  flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules." 
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July 30 
JUDGES 13, ACTS 17, JEREMIAH 26, MARK 12

Judges 13:1-5
"The angel of  the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, 'Behold, you are barren and have not borne 
children, but you shall conceive and bear a son." (Judges 13:3) 

The number of  barren women who conceive after God's promise of  a son intrigues me. Sarah is 
the matriarch of  this group. Genesis 18:10-12 says she was incapable of  having children. When the 
LORD promised her a son, she laughed and thought, "I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I 
have pleasure?" In Genesis 21:6, when the birth of  Isaac fulfilled God's promise, Sarah said, "God 
has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me."  

There are several other women besides Manoah's wife who were unable to have children until God 
blessed them: Rebekah (Genesis 25:20-21), Rachael (Genesis 30:22), Hannah (1 Samuel 1:2-5), and 
the Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:13-17).  

At first glance, Elizabeth appears to be the last of  this line of  women. In Luke 1, Zechariah is 
promised by an angel of  the Lord, that Elizabeth will have a son even though she is both barren 
and beyond childbearing years. Just as God promised, Elizabeth and Zechariah had a son, John 
the Baptist, but the most magnificent miracle child is obviously Jesus. His birth, just as promised, 
didn't even require a man.  

According to Scripture, there are also other "miracle children." In Galatians Paul discusses the 
adoption of  God. Galatians 4:22-31 compares children born of  the flesh to children born of  the 
promise. Galatians 4:28 has this incredible statement, "Now you brothers, like Isaac, are children 
of  promise." So, there are numerous "miracle children." Everyone born of  God (John 1:12-13) is a 
miracle child of  the promise. 

Interesting footnote, this miracle child, Samson, would "begin to save Israel." Jesus has since come 
to be not only the Savior of  Israel but all the children of  the promise. 

Lord God, thank You for the promise of  the Messiah for we know He is truly the Savior of  the 
world. We are as much, if  not more, of  a miracle child as Isaac, Samson, or John. For Your glory 
and kingdom, may we fulfill the purpose of  Your miraculous new birth. Help us, Your children.  

Acts 17:26-28
How sovereign is the Lord God of  heaven and earth? What is the limit of  His authority and 
power? "From one man he made every nation of  men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live." (NIV) 

Wow! God predetermined the existence of  every nation, when it would rise and fall, and where it 
would reside. Not only that but, "In him, we live and move and have our being." He determines 
not only these things for the nations of  the world, but individually each of  us is dependent on him 
for our life, our movement, and our existence. 

Sovereign LORD, God Almighty, forgive me for detracting, diminishing, and discounting Your 
authority in any way. There is no One like You. Singularly You rule and reign. Please, may that be 
the Truth of  my heart and life. I desire that nothing in my life be above or before You.  
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July 31 
JUDGES 14, ACTS 18, JEREMIAH 27, MARK 13

Judges 14:1-4
I have mixed emotions when I read of  Samson's life. I am envious of  Manoah and his wife for 
their experience of  spending time with the "angel of  the LORD." What a blessing to spend time 
with the pre-incarnate Jesus! But I also dread the difficult period to come for Manoah and his wife. 
What wonders the LORD worked in this family, but how painful life must have been for Samson's 
parents as he became a young man.  

The events of  Samson's life are impossible to understand without trusting the sovereign will of  a 
good and gracious God. The angel of  the LORD promised Manoah's wife a son who "shall begin 
to save Israel." (Judges 13:5) Then Samson's parents saw, spoke with, and made an offering to the 
pre-incarnate Jesus Christ (Judges 13:11-22). Starting in Judges 13:25, the Spirit of  the LORD 
becomes very active in Samson's life. Judges 14:6, 19, 15:14-15 give three examples of  the "spirit 
of  the LORD" rushing upon Samson. The first time Samson killed a lion with his bare hands. The 
second event was when Samson killed thirty men from Ashkelon for their clothes. The last time the 
"Spirit of  the LORD rushed upon him" Samson killed 1,000 men with the jaw bone of  a donkey. 
To me, the most complex events in Samson's life arise because of  his desire for a Philistine woman 
(Judges 14:1-3, 16:1, 4). For an Israelite to marry a foreigner was against God's instruction in 
Deuteronomy 7:3, yet, Judges 14:4 tells us this desire of  Samson's is from the LORD. In Judges 
15:18-20 it is evident Samson found favor with God. Samson, like Jephthah, is acknowledged for 
his faith in Hebrews 11:32.  

LORD, the One who works wonders, I confess Your ways are not mine. Your thoughts are not 
mine either. You are the only One who can work all things together for good to those who love You 
and are called according to Your purpose. As I read of  Samson's life, I know why Jesus said: "Judge 
not lest you be judged." If  I lived in Samson's day, I fear I would have judged him differently than 
You. Please teach me to reserve my judgments and trust Your ways and thoughts. 

Acts 18:4
When I am speaking to unbelievers, how do I communicate? Do I reason with them as Paul did? 
What does it mean to reason with someone?  

In Isaiah 1:18 the LORD of  hosts says, "Come now, let us reason together." In the previous 
seventeen verses, the LORD brought a charge of  godlessness against Israel. After asking the people 
to come reason with Him, the LORD says, "though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool." The LORD did not 
"sugar coat" Israel's sin; He was blunt in His assessment, but at the same time He spoke of  
forgiveness. It would seem, from this example, a significant part of  "reasoning together" is speaking 
the truth in love.  

The truth was the Israelites stood condemned before God, but He was offering forgiveness based 
upon His love. In Isaiah 1:19-20, the LORD says, "If  you are willing and obedient, you shall eat 
the good of  the land; but if  you refuse and rebel, you shall be eaten by the sword." Reasoning 
together/speaking the Truth in love requires me to present both options.  

Jesus, I know Paul said I have Your mind in 1 Corinthians 2:16. Please teach me to live from Your 
mind instead of  mine. I desire to reason with people about the Truth of  who You are and what 
You have done and are doing. Holy Spirit, please do everything You want within me to cause me 
to speak Your Truth in love faithfully.  
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August 1 
JUDGES 15, ACTS 19, JEREMIAH 28, MARK 14

Judges 15:19
"And God split open the hollow place that is at Lehi, and water came out from it. And when he drank, his spirit 
returned, and he revived. Therefore the name of  it was called En-hakkore; it is at Lehi to this day." 

Doesn't this remind you of  God providing water to the Israelites in the wilderness? The name 
means "The Spring of  the One Who Cried Out." Notice the name Samson gave the spring calls 
attention to his need and dependence. In Isaiah 41:17 the LORD says, "When the poor and needy 
seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, I the LORD will answer 
them; I the God of  Israel will not forsake them." Psalm 120:1 says, "In my distress, I called to the 
LORD, and he answered me." 

There is a history in Scripture of  individuals naming locations based upon their experiencing God. 
In Genesis 22:13-14, after God provided the ram as a substitute for Isaac, Abraham called the 
name of  that place, “The LORD will provide”. Genesis 28:19, following a dream in which a 
ladder reached from heaven to earth, Jacob called the name of  that place Bethel, which means 
“house of  God”. After wrestling with God all night in Genesis 32:24-30, Jacob called the place 
Peniel, which means "face of  God."  

Jesus is the fulfillment of  all the names given by those who experience God in the Old Testament. 
As the Living Water, Jesus proclaims, "If  anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'out of  his heart will flow rivers of  living water.'" (John 
7:37-38) 

LORD God, to experience You, I must know Your Son. To know Him is to know the "ladder that 
reaches from heaven to earth," "the house of  God," and the "face of  God." He is the "spring of  
the one who cried out." Thank You, Jesus, for answering when I cried out. Thank You for the river 
of  living water. Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit. 

Mark 14:27-29
I fear I am more like Peter than I care to admit. Jesus declared that because Scripture said all the 
disciples would abandon Him, they would. Even though Peter had two sure sources to confirm 
what was going to happen, he refused to accept it. How often do I refuse to accept the Truth just 
because I do not want it to be true of  me?  

The passage Jesus refers to being fulfilled is Zechariah 13:7, "'Awake, O sword, against my 
shepherd, against the man who stands next to me,' declares the LORD of  hosts. 'Strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.'" Zechariah 13:1-9 clarifies the striking of  the shepherd 
is for the purification of  the people. Verse 1 says, "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for 
the house of  David and the inhabitants of  Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness." 
The LORD goes on to say He will remove from Israel the names of  idols, the false prophets, and 
the spirit of  uncleanness. Verse 9 says, "I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one 
refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. 
I will say, 'They are my people'; and they will say, 'The LORD is my God.'"  

Thank You, LORD God, for repeating Yourself  throughout Your Word. I am slow to hear and 
slow to understand, but You make it evident You are the One who provides through Your Son, 
Your Shepherd. He is the fulfillment of  all Scripture. Forgive me for being like Peter and acting as 
if  I knew better than You and Your Word. The song, "There Is A River" came to mind as I was 
studying these passages.  
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August 2 
JUDGES 16, ACTS 20, JEREMIAH 29, MARK 15

Jeremiah 29:11-14
"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope." 

It always amazes me how easy it is to choose one verse and quote it without the surrounding 
context. Jeremiah 29:11 is one of  those verses. It is important to remember the LORD is speaking 
to people who have been removed from their homes and are now captives in Babylon. False 
prophets were telling them, "Don't worry this will not last long. Do not make this your home. We 
will be returning to Jerusalem soon", but God told them to make their home in Babylon because 
they would be there for seventy years.  

Often this verse is quoted as if  that was all God said. Rarely do I hear the rest of  His statement, 
"Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. You will seek me and find 
me, when you seek me with all your heart." So man has a responsibility in God's plan. Man must 
call, come, pray, and seek God with all his heart, then God will let you find Him, He will restore 
your fortunes, and He will return you to your land. Jeremiah 29:11 is often used as if  those who 
quote it have no responsibility. God is just going to accomplish this promise whether He is called 
upon or not, much less whether or not He is sought with a whole heart.  

It is important to remember God has made unconditional and conditional promises. In Genesis 
12:1-3 God made an unconditional promise to Abram when He promised to bless him and all the 
families of  the world through him. Jeremiah 29:11 has conditions attached to it.  

Ezra and Nehemiah provide the names of  those who, after seventy years of  captivity, return to the 
Promised Land. When you examine the lists in these two books, the number the LORD restored to 
their home is not very large. It appears those who benefited from the promise of  Jeremiah 29:11 
were not necessarily all who heard or quoted the passage. 

LORD God, please forgive us for taking such liberty with Your Word. Holy Spirit, teach the 
Father's children His Word is complete. It is not to be taken in part but the whole. 

Mark 15:1-5
It is interesting to study Jesus' responses during the trials before the Sanhedrin, Pilate, and Herod. 
His response is primarily to questions related to His identity. The exception is when Annas, the 
high priest, asked Jesus about His disciples and teaching in John 18:20-21. Jesus never replies when 
challenged to respond to the charges made against Him. 

Mark 14:62 provides Jesus' response to the Sanhedrin's question of  His Messiahship, "I am, and 
you will see the Son of  Man seated at the right hand of  Power, and coming with the clouds of  
heaven." He was much more succinct to Pilates question of  His kingship in Mark 15:2, "You have 
said so." 

Jesus' response in the Gospels: 
 Sanhedrin: Matthew 26:64, Mark 14:62, Luke 22:67-70 
 Pilate: Matthew 27:11, Mark 15:2, Luke 23:3, John 18:34-37, 19:11 
 Herod: Luke 23:9 (Jesus refused to answer Herod's many questions) 

Jesus never backed down from His claim of  being the Messiah, even in the face of  persecution and 
death. At the same time, He refused to defend Himself.  

Peter tells us Jesus is our example when we face persecution. In 1 Peter 2:19-23, he explains we are 
in good company if  we suffer for doing good. He goes so far as to say, "For to this you have been 
called." In verse 23, Peter addresses Jesus' lack of  response to the accusations made against Him: 
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"When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself  to him who judges justly."  

My Lord and my God, may I, like my King, never back down from claiming You as the Christ 
even if  I face persecution and death. Holy Spirit, please teach me how to respond to questions 
about my Savior in a manner that glorifies Him. May I be like Him, by entrusting myself  to the 
only One who judges justly.  
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August 3 
JUDGES 17, ACTS 21, JEREMIAH 30-31, MARK 16

Acts 21:20-40
James and the elders in Jerusalem were concerned about the reception Jewish Christians would 
give Paul. The Jewish converts in Jerusalem were zealous for the Law of  Moses, and they had 
heard Paul was not teaching according to their customs. Thus, the leadership of  the church 
devised a plan to prove Paul's obedience to the Law to convince the Jewish believers what they 
heard about him was false.  

When I read this event, Proverbs 16:9 comes to mind, "The heart of  man plans his way, but the 
LORD establishes his steps." The church leaders had a particular purpose for their plan, but God 
had another. Their effort to display Paul's obedience to the Law proved to be God's first step in 
bringing Paul to Rome. 

Reading of  the zeal these believers had for the Law of  Moses and the concern for their customs 
caused me to question my priorities. Where should the zeal of  a follower of  Jesus Christ be 
directed? Am I zealous about the right things? Is my zeal appropriate for a believer or do I allow 
what is customary to detract from it?  

My first thought was, "What was the focus of  Jesus' zeal?" John 2:17 says, "His disciples 
remembered that it is written, 'Zeal for your house will consume me.'" The custom of  the Temple 
at that time was people buying and selling animals for the sacrifice. In Mark 11:17 Jesus confronts 
this tradition by quoting Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11, "Is it not written: 'My house will be called 
a house of  prayer for all nations'? But you have made it a den of  robbers."  

Obviously, Jesus was zealous for His Father's house. The description of  Jesus as zealous is found 
only here in the Gospels, but we know He was passionate, another word for zeal, for His Father's 
glory, His Word, and His people. He proves that constantly by both His Word and deed. In John 
12:28, Jesus' prayer is "Father, glorify your name." In Luke 11:27 Jesus says, "Blessed rather are 
those who hear the word of  God and keep it." Jesus exhibited the fullness of  passion and zeal for 
His people on the cross. Since the zeal of  a follower of  Jesus Christ should match His, it seems I 
would love my Father's house, His glory, His Word, and His people. 

The Epistles add significant insight into the zeal of  believers. In Romans 10:2-3, Paul said the Jews 
have a zeal for God but without knowledge. They were ignorant of  the righteousness God 
provided through His Son and determined to establish their own by keeping the Law. If  salvation 
were possible for anyone through their pursuit of  the Law, the Jews would have accomplished that 
objective. They failed to understand their inability to keep the Law, so they saw no benefit in the 
fact that Jesus had. In Galatians 1:14 and Philippians 3:6, Paul admits he had a similar zeal before 
Jesus revealed Himself  on the road to Damascus. So, my zeal must be based upon the Truth of  
God's Word, not the custom of  the day. 

Titus 2:14 says through the cross Jesus redeemed for Himself  a people who are zealous for good 
works. Therefore, as a follower of  Jesus, I am to view my obedience to the Law not as my 
righteousness, but as God's instruction of  how to live zealously for His house, His glory, His Word, 
and His people.  

Abba Father, I confess a zeal for things of  this world. Please forgive me, and strengthen my longing 
to be zealous for the things which are Your passion. May I reflect the zeal of  Your Son in all I 
pursue. I desire to know Your instruction so that my life may reflect Your zeal and Your glory. 
Please redirect my foolish plans to Your glory and my good.  
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August 4 
JUDGES 18, ACTS 22, JEREMIAH 32, PSALM 1-2

Judges 18:30
How quickly can a nation go from worshiping the One True God to idolatry? In this instance, it 
only took two generations. Can you believe a priest and grandson of  Moses, the man the LORD 
used to deliver Israel from slavery in Egypt, would lead the Danites into organized idolatry? 

I want to cry out, "How could this happen?" but I know the answer. How easy is it for parents and 
grandparents to focus their instruction upon the things this world values rather than those things 
of  Kingdom value? If  this could happen to Moses' grandson, what does it say about our need to be 
diligent in both living and teaching our children the Gospel of  Jesus Christ? 

Holy Spirit, please convict and strengthen parents and grandparents to raise their children with the 
discipline and instruction which comes from You.  

Acts 22:1-22
In Paul's introduction to this angry crowd, he describes himself  as a Pharisee, trained by Gamaliel, 
who persecuted followers of  Jesus. Speaking their language and characterizing himself  in this way, 
Paul knew the crowd would listen to what he had to say.  

In the first century, Gamaliel was a leader in the Sanhedrin. In the Mishna (a compilation of  the 
oral teaching of  leading Jewish rabbis), Gamaliel was held to be one of  the greatest teachers of  
Judaism. He was the grandson of  Hillel, one of  Israel's most famous rabbis. Hillel was the founder 
of  one of  the two most famous schools of  rabbinical thought in all of  Israel's history. 

Gamaliel proved himself  to be wise counsel by the advice he gave to the high priest and the Senate 
concerning their treatment of  Peter and John in Acts 5:34-39. He concluded his argument with, 
"Keep away from these men and let them alone, for if  this plan or this undertaking is of  man, it 
will fail; but if  it is of  God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found 
opposing God!" 

The crowd listened to Paul until he told them the God for whom they were zealous sent him to the 
Gentiles. When the crowd heard that, they hated him as they did his teacher. Naturally, I am 
speaking of  Jesus Christ, not Gamaliel. Jesus previously warned His disciples this would happen in 
John 15:18-19: "If  the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If  you were 
of  the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of  the world, but I 
chose you out of  the world, therefore the world hates you." 

O great and mighty God, whose name is LORD of  hosts, thank You for raising up men like Paul. 
He is an excellent example of  Your perfect patience for those of  us who believe in Jesus. With 
Paul's history and background, acceptance of  Jesus as the Messiah is additional proof  that "with 
God all things are possible." 

Jeremiah 32:41-42
Doesn't this verse stir your soul! Just listen to what He says He will do "with all my heart and soul." 
He will "rejoice in doing them good," "plant them," and "bring upon them all the good that I 
promise." Just as He instructs us to love Him "with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength" in Mark 
12:30, He will do all He promised with the same earnestness. 

Thank You, Jesus. You are correct—there is none good but God. Only the LORD God Almighty 
would be so good to an undeserving people like me. 
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August 5 
JUDGES 19, ACTS 23, JEREMIAH 33, PSALM 3-4

Judges 19
"In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes." (Judges 17:6) 

This passage summarizes the last five chapters of  Judges. It accurately depicts a period of  no 
authority, a time when God called no one to judge Israel, and where everyone did what they 
desired without concern for God or His instruction. Chapter 19 is one of  the most appalling events 
in Scripture. By placing this tragic episode at the end of  the book, the author portrays this as the 
culmination of  Israel's descent into depravity.  

The similarities between Genesis 19 and Judges 19 are stark. Gibeah becomes Israel's Sodom, 
however, the people of  the LORD populate Gibeah, not godless heathens. Both stories have 
strangers arriving in town with no place to stay. No one in the town extends hospitality by inviting 
the sojourners with a place to stay, except for another foreigner. After the travelers settle into the 
home as guests, the men of  both towns demand the male visitors be given to them, "that we may 
know" them. Both hosts offer the females in the house instead, hoping to assuage the sexual lust of  
the worthless men of  the community. The difference comes when there is no one to save the 
Levite's concubine.  

There are so many questions that come to mind as I read this chapter. How could this Levite 
become so calloused, after appearing to swallow his pride and travel from Ephraim to Bethlehem 
to woo his betrothed unfaithful concubine back to himself ? He could have chosen to divorce her as 
Joseph considered doing to Mary in Matthew 1:19 when he thought she had been unfaithful to 
him. How had the entire town of  Gibeah become so corrupt to allow this to happen? It seems the 
old man was concerned for their welfare when he said, "Only do not spend the night in the 
square." What was the Levite hoping to accomplish by sending the body parts to each of  the 
twelve tribes? What were they referring to when the people saw it and said, "Such a thing has 
never happened or been seen from the...people of  Israel...consider it, take counsel and speak." It 
seems this refers to the savage rape and murder rather than the man's dismemberment of  his 
concubine's body since he received no rebuke for his action. Instead, he exposes the abomination 
and expresses his outrage for Gibeah to the whole nation of  Israel in chapter 20. 

Romans 1:18-32 answers my question concerning the perversion of  Gibeah and as we will see in 
the next chapter, the entire tribe of  Benjamin. Romans 1:32 says, "Though they know God's 
righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them." Before Paul makes that statement, he describes how God's 
wrath is revealed in a corrupt society. The first step is on society's refusal to acknowledge God and 
appreciate His blessings on humanity. Man trades the glory of  God for the glory of  His creation. 
When that occurs, Paul says, "God gave them up." Three separate times Paul used that description 
of  God's action. He gave them up to the lust of  their heart, dishonorable passions and a debased 
mind. He describes the evidence of  God's giving them up as, "the women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with 
women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with 
men." Paul does not stop with the evidence of  homosexuality, he continues with unrighteousness, 
evil, covetousness, malice, envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness, gossip, slander, haters of  God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of  evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, and 
ruthless. 

LORD God, when I read this event, I am disgusted. How could they succumb to such immorality 
after all You had done for the nation of  Israel? Immediately, I am reminded of  all you have done 
for my country and realize we are equally deserving of  Your wrath. It is easy for me to ask where 
were the righteous people in Israel and what were they doing, but immediately the finger is pointed 
at me. Please forgive me, Father, for failing to keep myself  unstained by the world. I want to be salt 
and light in the adulterous and sinful generation in which I live. I do not want to be ashamed of  
You, Jesus.  

234

https://www.esv.org/Judges+19,Acts+23,Jeremiah+33,Psalm+3-4
https://www.esv.org/Judges+19
https://www.esv.org/Judges+17:6
https://www.esv.org/Judges+19
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+19
https://www.esv.org/Judges+19
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+1:19
https://www.esv.org/Judges+20
https://www.esv.org/Romans+1:18-32
https://www.esv.org/Romans+1:32


August 6 
JUDGES 20, ACTS 24, JEREMIAH 34, PSALM 5-6

Judges 20
As "one man," without a judge's direction, the people of  Israel gathered to seek the LORD's 
instruction at Mizpah, which is very close to Shiloh. The decision to destroy Gibeah fulfills God's 
direction of  how Israel is to handle an abomination like this. Deuteronomy 13:12-18 describes 
devoting an entire town to destruction.  

What a faithful group of  Israelite warriors! Setting their mind to follow God's instruction and then 
losing 40,000 men to the Benjaminites, had to cause some doubt among the ranks, but they 
faithfully consulted God and obeyed His command even to their detriment. Interesting to note, just 
like Sodom and Gomorrah, Gibeah, and the Benjaminite towns were all destroyed by fire. 

Our God and Father, we want to know You and ourselves. Help us see ourselves in Scripture. It is 
easy for me when reading events in Your Word like Judges 19 to exempt myself  as if  that has 
nothing to do with me. I know I have a depraved nature just like the men of  Gibeah. Thank You 
for protecting me all these years through Your grace and mercy. May I be as faithful to Your 
instruction as the Israelite warriors even to my detriment.  

Acts 24:16
"So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man." 

A clear conscience is essential to Paul. Is it to me? In Scripture, we are told it is important to know 
how to have and keep a clear conscience. In the Old Testament, the heart performs the function of  
the conscience. In Psalm 51:10, David, in confessing his sin with Bathsheba cries out, "Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me."  

Paul says a great deal about his and our consciences. In Romans 2:15, Paul says our consciences 
bear witness either accusing or excusing us. Isn't that true? Don't you find at times your conscience 
screaming "This is wrong!" and other times saying "This seems okay." Unfortunately, Paul also says 
our consciences are not the best guide.  

In Paul's first letter to Timothy, he discusses the conscience a lot. In 1 Timothy 1:5, Paul says the 
purpose of  his instruction is for believers to be filled with love that comes from a pure heart, good 
conscience, and genuine faith. In verse 19, he says some have shipwrecked their faith by not 
maintaining a good conscience. In 1 Timothy 4:2 those with a seared conscience are described as 
liars. A person's conscience can become defiled according to Titus 1:15.  

Hebrews tells us the sacrifices of  the Old Testament were unable to perfect the conscience of  the 
worshiper (9:9, 10:1-3); the blood of  Christ will purify our conscience (9:14); we can draw near to 
God because our hearts are clean from an evil conscience (10:19-22); and that we should pray for 
each other to have a clear conscience (13:18). So, the questions seem to be, "Do you know how to 
have a clear conscience?" and, "Do you know how to keep it clear?" Unsurprisingly, the answer to 
both questions is the blood of  Jesus. 

Jesus explained it well to Peter in John 13:3-15. After Peter had refused to let Jesus wash his feet, 
Jesus told him: "unless I wash you, you have no share in me." Peter then wanted not just his feet, 
but his entire body washed! In John 13:10 Jesus said, "The one who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean." We need to be washed one time with the 
cleansing blood of  Jesus to be clean. We also need a daily washing of  our conscience with the same 
cleansing blood to keep a clear conscience before God and man.  

Jesus, thank You for shedding Your cleansing blood for one as filthy as me. Holy Spirit remind me 
and quicken me to come for the washing of  Your Word daily. May my conscience be informed by 
nothing except You and Your Word.  
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August 7 
JUDGES 21, ACTS 25, JEREMIAH 35, PSALM 7-8

Psalm 7:1-13
"God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day. If  a man does not repent, God will whet his 
sword; he has bent and readied his bow; he has prepared for him his deadly weapons, making his arrows fiery 
shafts." (Psalm 7:11-13) 

David begins his prayer acknowledging the LORD God is his only refuge and Savior. He is being 
accused unjustly and is crying out for God to vindicate him. He knows God said, "You shall not 
bear false witness against your neighbor." His accusers are doing just that. He acknowledges God is 
the righteous judge who knows minds and hearts and is his only Shield. 

Then David says God feels indignation every day. He infers God is indignant against those he 
describes in verse nine as "O, let the evil of  the wicked come to an end."  

The definition of  indignation is anger aroused by something unjust, unworthy, or mean. Do you 
think of  God as being indignant every day about the evil and wickedness of  His creation? God's 
anger against the wicked continues as long as their wickedness continues. Romans 2:5 says, "But 
because of  your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourselves on the day of  
wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed." Just as the "Steadfast love of  the LORD 
never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning," (Lamentations 
3:22-23) so, too, is His anger against the wicked. (John 3:36) 

That is always the choice God holds before humanity, indignation, or mercy. That is what David 
says in the next two verses, "If  a man does not repent...he has prepared for him his deadly 
weapons" for the wages of  sin is death. Even with God's daily indignation against evil, there is, 
also, the offer of  peace. "If  a man does not repent" holds the offer of  repentance with the promise 
of  mercy. Ezekiel 33:11 says, "As I live, declares the LORD God, I have no pleasure in the death 
of  the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways, for why will you die?"  

LORD God, thank You for the prayers of  David. Thank You for the clarity of  insight David had 
of  both himself  and You. I don't think of  Your daily indignation against evil. Evil just seems like a 
natural part of  the world in which I live. I know there is coming a day in which You will judge the 
quick and the dead, but I don't think of  the wicked storing up wrath for themselves in their 
rebellion. Thank You for the mercy that accompanies Your gift of  repentance. Thank You for 
being my refuge, savior, and shield. 
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August 8 
RUTH 1, ACTS 26, JEREMIAH 36, 45, PSALM 9

You will notice the chapters we read today in Jeremiah are not consecutive. The reason will 
become apparent as you read them. It appears to be a mistake, but it is how M'Cheyne assigned 
the daily reading.  

Jeremiah 36
“Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations, 
from the day I spoke to you, from the days of  Josiah until today. It may be that the house of  Judah will hear all the 
disaster that I intend to do to them, so that everyone may turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity 
and their sin.” (Jeremiah 36:2-3) 

Isn't that a good description of  the Bible, not just the LORD's Word given to Jeremiah, but God's 
complete Word? God graciously provided His instruction to humanity so that we might turn from 
our evil ways and receive His forgiveness. We are so blessed to have God's written instruction. The 
people heard God's message whether Jeremiah was allowed in the Temple or not. It is not 
necessary to have Jeremiah present to know His Word (or any of  the other men God used to 
transcribe His Word). We read and study Jeremiah, written thousands of  years ago, and it is as 
relevant today as it was then.  

"Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of  the 
LORD." (Deuteronomy 8:3) God provided us with the only infallible authority for life. We should 
not be surprised when sinful men like Jehoiakim attempt to destroy His Word. A President of  the 
United States did something similar. Thomas Jefferson created his own gospel, The Life and Morals 
of  Jesus of  Nazareth, by cutting and pasting those parts of  the Gospel he agreed with while 
discarding those with which he disagreed. 

Scripture describes these actions as futile. In Isaiah 40:6-8, we are told, "All flesh is grass, and all its 
beauty is like the flower of  the field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of  the 
Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of  
our God will stand forever." Like the grass, both Jehoiakim and Jefferson withered away, but God's 
Word endures.  

The Apostle Peter (1 Peter 1:23-25) uses the passage from Isaiah 40 to describe the Gospel: "You 
have been born again, not of  perishable seed but of  imperishable, through the living and abiding 
word of  God; for 'All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of  grass. The grass withers, 
and the flower falls, but the word of  the Lord remains forever.' And this word is the good news that 
was preached to you." The Word of  God, His Good News, not only remains forever, it gives life; 
life that remains forever. Believers in Jesus Christ are born again with a seed that is imperishable 
just like the Word that causes them to be alive remains forever. Truly, man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of  the LORD. 

LORD, why would we be surprised the Eternal God would provide an eternal Word. Thank You. 
My desire is for Your Word to affect everything I say and do. Father, sanctify me in the Truth; Your 
Word is Truth.  

Jeremiah 45
It seems likely M'Cheyne included this short chapter in today's reading because it occurs at the 
same time as chapter 36. The LORD is chastising Baruch for expressing his weariness of  hearing 
all God plans for Israel. I must confess, at times, the same emotion reading Jeremiah. God corrects 
Baruch's thinking about his desire for self-achievement, but then blesses him with the promise that 
in this period of  war his life will be preserved. 
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August 9 
RUTH 2, ACTS 27, JEREMIAH 37, PSALM 10

Ruth 2:3
"And she happened to come to the part of  the field belonging to Boaz."  

Isn't it fascinating how it just so happened Ruth went to the "right" field to harvest grain? 
Theologians attribute such events to the providence of  God. They define providence as God's 
involvement in the world. Jerry Bridges, an author who is worth your time, defines providence as 
God's "constant care for and His absolute rule over all His creation for His own glory and the good 
of  His people." 

We live in a time and culture that attributes events such as this to chance rather than God's 
constant care for and absolute rule over all His creation, but the God of  the Bible doesn't. He 
boldly declares Himself  to be the ultimate cause, not chance, karma, or destiny. Jesus agrees with 
this analysis. In Matthew 10:29 (NIV) He says, "Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not 
one of  them will fall to the ground apart from the will of  your Father." Jesus describes this event as 
His Father's will not some random, unplanned occurrence.  

Often, in the church, God is acknowledged and thanked for the "good things" that happen, but 
chance or fate are credited with those events we deem "bad," but the Lord takes responsibility for 
them all. In Isaiah 45:7 He says, "I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create 
calamity; I am the LORD who does all these things." When we attribute events to chance, fate, or 
anything but the sovereign God of  all creation, we deny who He declares Himself  to be; which is, 
in effect, atheism.  

In His Word, God proclaims the ability to accomplish His will and actively bring to pass what He 
plans based upon His foreknowledge. Acts 2:23 says Jesus was, "delivered up according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of  God." Later, in Acts 4:27-28 we are told, "In this city there 
were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of  Israel, to do whatever your hand and 
your plan had predestined to take place."  

Since God is in control of  everything from the death of  a sparrow to the sacrificial death of  His 
Son, why would I doubt and struggle with His providential care and concern? Especially when He 
says in Isaiah 46:4 (NIV), "I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry 
you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you."  

Divine Providence, Sovereign LORD, thank You for the Bible. Forgive me for failing to 
acknowledge You as You reveal Yourself  in Scripture. Holy Spirit, thank You for my new heart that 
believes. Based upon my Father's Word, I trust Him no matter how the situation appears, whether 
good or bad. In His providential foreknowledge, He directs my steps.  

Acts 27
What do you think? Did Paul understand and delight in the providential care of  the One he met 
on the road to Damascus? Who else could use all these events to get Paul to Rome just as He 
promised in Acts 23:11? Who controls the winds and the sea? Why would I ever doubt or diminish 
such a God as this?  
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August 10 
RUTH 3-4, ACTS 28, JEREMIAH 38, PSALM 11-12

Ruth 3-4
The Bible fascinates me! The story of  Ruth is another example of  God's hand miraculously 
working in and through the life of  His chosen ones—each piece connecting to and pointing to God 
and towards Christ. 

In Romans 11:16-21 Paul explains how Gentiles, wild olive shoots, are grafted into the olive tree 
and are nourished from the tree's holy root. Ruth is a beautiful picture of  that. We recently read 
about her mother-in-law (Boaz's mother, Rahab), who was a grafted wild olive branch, also. Now, 
with Ruth, God has graciously given us a fuller account of  how He includes her not only in His 
"tree" but as a branch that produced His Son, the LORD Jesus Christ.  

As a Moabite, Ruth was under the curse of  God. Deuteronomy 23:3 says, "No Ammonite or 
Moabite may enter the assembly of  the LORD. Even to the tenth generation, none of  them may 
enter the assembly of  the LORD forever."  

To understand why, we need to look at the history of  Moab. Moab was the son of  an incestuous 
relationship between Lot and his oldest daughter. After Sodom and the surrounding area were 
completely destroyed by the Lord, Lot's daughters determined the only way to produce offspring 
was to get Lot drunk and sleep with him. Lot begat two sons this way: Moab, and Ben-ammi, the 
forefathers of  the Moabites and the Ammonites. (Genesis 19:32-38) When Israel was traveling 
from Egypt to the Promised Land, the king of  Moab, Balak, refused to be of  any help to the 
Israelites in their journey. (Deuteronomy 23:4) Additionally, Balak hired Balaam to curse the 
Israelites, and when that didn't work, he sent the women of  Moab to whore with the men of  Israel. 
(Deuteronomy 21-25) 

In the first chapter of  Ruth, we learn she lived during the time of  the judges in Israel. So these 
events in the lives of  Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz occur in the context of  what we just read in Judges. 
What a juxtaposition of  events; the near annihilation of  a tribe of  Israel, Benjamin, and the 
inclusion of  a Moabite into the Judean tribe of  Israel.  

Because of  her sacrificial love for Naomi, Ruth chose to leave her home and join the people of  the 
LORD: "For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my 
people, and your God my God." (Ruth 1:16) Ruth followed that statement by claiming the name of  
YHWH. Boaz acknowledged Ruth's position in Israel when he said, "The LORD repay you for 
what you have done, and a full reward be given you by the LORD the God of  Israel, under whose 
wings you have come to take refuge!" (Ruth 2:12) Then Ruth asks Boaz to "spread your wings 
over" her...and you know the rest of  the story. 

Both Lot's daughters and Ruth had sons; one by following a worldly plan, the other by obeying 
God's instruction of  how to carry on a family name through redemption. One was destined for 
destruction (Jeremiah 48:42); the other to be the Redeemer of  the world. (Matthew 1:1-5) 

LORD Jesus, thank You for redeeming not just Ruth but me. You redeemed us from the curse of  
the Law by becoming a curse for us. Thank You for grafting wild olive branches into the Tree of  
Life. 

239

https://www.esv.org/Ruth+3-4,Acts+28,Jeremiah+38,Psalm+11-12
https://www.esv.org/Ruth+3
https://www.esv.org/Romans+11:16-21
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+23:3
https://www.esv.org/Genesis+19:32-38
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+23:4
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+21
https://www.esv.org/Ruth+1:16
https://www.esv.org/Ruth+2:12
https://www.esv.org/Jeremiah+48:42
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+1:1-5


August 11 
1 SAMUEL 1, ROMANS 1, JEREMIAH 39, PSALM 13-14

1 Samuel 1:11-23
What an exceptional example of  prayer based upon faith! Hannah fervently brought her petition 
before the LORD of  hosts. She was praying with such abandon that Eli thought she must be 
drunk, so he interrupted her with a rebuke. I delight in Hannah's reply: "I have been pouring out 
my soul before the LORD...I have been speaking out of  my great anxiety and vexation." After 
explaining that she was not drunk but praying, Eli blessed Hannah by requesting God grant her 
petition. Notice the change in Hannah—she ate and was no longer sad. How often have you 
heard, or said yourself, "I took my burden to the LORD" only later to realize you may be 
expressing your anxiety and vexation to the LORD, but you are still carrying the same troubles? 
We need to learn the lesson of  Hannah, take your burden and leave it with the LORD. He is 
faithful. 

When Hannah chose not to go to Jerusalem with her family for the annual sacrifice, Elkanah's 
response to her is priceless: "Do what seems best to you;...only, may the LORD establish his word." 
Through the years of  being an advice giver and receiver, I have come to realize most of  the advice 
given is not received. So, I have decided Elkanah's response is appropriate because generally, 
people are going to do what seems best to them whatever the given counsel. Like Elkanah, I would 
say, do what seems best, but I desire that the LORD would establish His Word in your life. 

LORD of  hosts, thank You for the godly wisdom of  both Hannah and Elkanah. May my prayers 
increasingly exhibit a maturing faith in You. You have proven Yourself  trustworthy, so why would I 
carry burdens my Father has promised to handle. I want any advice I give to be based on Your 
instruction and not Roy's "vast" wealth of  wisdom and experience, but more than that, may my 
primary interest be that Your Word be firmly established in other's lives.  

Psalm 13
For years, when I read this Psalm, my focus was on the first two verses. I easily got lost in my 
agreement with David's cry, "LORD have You forgotten me!" Then, one day, the Holy Spirit 
focused my attention on verse four. David was concerned his enemies would rejoice if  he were 
shaken. He did not want his downfall to be attributed to the LORD's failure to protect and keep 
him. David was more concerned about God's glory than his sorrow and disappointment.  

David was very vocal about his trust in the LORD. How often does he say, "You are my refuge, my 
shield, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer, my salvation, my stronghold, my righteousness, my 
portion, my cup, my vindication, my strength, my King, my God,..., etc., etc."  

In Psalm 16:8 David said, "I have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken." So, if  David were shaken, It would appear the LORD had failed. He did not 
want his enemies thinking that. 

I agree with Jude's prayer as I am sure David would, "Now to him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of  his glory with great joy, to the only 
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before 
all time and now and forever. Amen" 
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August 12 
1 SAMUEL 2, ROMANS 2, JEREMIAH 40, PSALM 15-16

1 Samuel 2:1
"My heart rejoices in the LORD." (1 Samuel 2:1 NLT)  

In what or whom does your heart rejoice? Since Hannah desperately wanted a child for so long, 
she could have easily said: "My heart rejoices in Samuel." Yet, she rejoices in Samuel's Creator 
instead of  her first-born son. Don't you find it interesting that every time she called her son's name, 
she was saying, "I have asked for him from the Lord." What a constant reminder for Hannah and 
her family of  why her heart rejoiced in the LORD. Don't you know she used Samuel's name a lot? 

God regularly presents comparisons throughout the Bible. As you read Psalm 15 today notice how 
David compares those who dwell with God to those who don't. Those who do are blameless, do 
what is right, and speak Truth in the heart. In contrast, those who don't dwell with God slander 
with their tongue, do evil to their neighbor, and take up a reproach against their neighbor. In 
Psalms and Proverbs, side by side examples are quickly apparent, but you will find this method 
commonly used in Scripture.  

Today's reading compares Hannah and Eli's priorities. In her prayer, Hannah is thankful for 
Samuel, but it is God who she worships and praises. Samuel has a special place in her heart, but 
she does not place him before the LORD. Eli, on the other hand, values his sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas, more than God, though he knew them to be worthless. Eli, who is the high priest, allows 
his offspring to treat the things of  God with contempt. They blatantly abused their priestly role 
which God had given them as descendants of  Aaron. 

The man God sent to confront Eli said, "Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings 
that I commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me by fattening yourselves on the 
choicest parts of  every offering of  my people?" (1 Samuel 2:29) God knew Eli just as Hannah 
acknowledged in her prayer, "For the LORD is a God of  knowledge, and by him, actions are 
weighed." (1 Samuel 2:3) Eli's actions had been weighed and found wanting.  

In Matthew 10:37, Jesus also addressed the issue of  priorities, "Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of  me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy 
of  me." 

Thank You, Lord Jesus. I am a blessed man. I know each of  the blessings of  my life, whether it be 
my family, wife, children, grandchildren, position, or wealth; it is all a gift from Your hand. Holy 
Spirit, please regularly and faithfully convict me when my priorities are upside down. Please, 
LORD God, make known to me the path of  life; in Your presence there is fullness of  joy; at Your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Romans 2:6-7
"Patience in well doing" hits me between the eyes. I certainly want to be one who is "well doing." I 
desire to seek the things God offers: glory, honor, and immortality. My struggle is with the qualifier: 
patience. When I tell Carol my lack of  patience must be due to increasing age, she rolls her eyes at 
me. 

Holy Spirit, in God's children You produce the fruit of  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Please, whatever it takes, may I bear Your fruit.  

241

https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+2,Romans+2,Jeremiah+40,Psalm+15-16
https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+2:1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+samuel+2:1&version=NLT
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+15
https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+2:29
https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+2:3
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+10:37
https://www.esv.org/Romans+2:6-7


August 13 
1 SAMUEL 3, ROMANS 3, JEREMIAH 41, PSALM 17

1 Samuel 3:12-14
"Therefore I swear to the house of  Eli that the iniquity of  Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering 
forever." (1 Samuel 3:14) 

This passage in 1 Samuel is one of  the Scriptures that forces me to stop and acknowledge the 
necessity for an appropriate fear of  God. The LORD is confirming what He had spoken through 
the "man of  God" in 1 Samuel 2:27-36. In verse 29 the LORD asks Eli, "Why then did you scorn 
my sacrifices and my offerings that I commanded for my dwelling, and honor your sons above me 
by fattening yourselves on the choicest parts of  every offering of  my people Israel?" 1 Samuel 
2:13-17 describes how Eli and his sons scorned the LORD's sacrifices and offerings. When the 
people of  Israel brought their offering and sacrifice to the LORD, they chose the best for 
themselves. They even took the LORD's portion of  the sacrifice. Leviticus 3:16 says, "The priest 
shall burn them on the altar as a food offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the LORD's." 

God gave the Israelites the various offerings and sacrifices as the means to worship Him and to 
atone for their sin. Eli and his sons made a mockery of  God's mercy by exploiting it for their 
benefit. Isaiah 56:11 describes this attitude: "The dogs have a mighty appetite; they never have 
enough. But they are shepherds who have no understanding; they have all turned to their own way, 
each to his own gain, one and all." 

In Matthew 12:31-32 Jesus says, "Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven 
people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word 
against the Son of  Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come." 1 Samuel 3:13 tells us Eli knew his sons were 
blaspheming God and he did not stop them. Hebrews 10:26-29 says there is no sacrifice for sin 
committed deliberately by someone who knows the truth. As high priest, Eli knew the truth and yet 
did nothing to honor God. 

Numbers 15:27-30 compares the consequences of  unintentional sin and sin committed with a 
"high hand." I suggest you reread the May 7th devotional where we read and studied this passage; 
discussing unintentional versus intentional sin.  

Sovereign LORD God, thank You for giving us Your full counsel. You know we need to hear Your 
instruction repeatedly, so thank You for examples like Eli and his sons. I desire to be a wise and 
knowledgeable man. That being true, I want to appropriately fear You since that is the beginning 
of  wisdom and those who practice that fear will have understanding. May Your Name be praised 
forever! 

Psalm 17:1-6 
My prayer for the day: "Hear, O LORD, my cry, may my vindication come from You. Probe my 
heart, examine me, show me my sin. I resolve that my mouth will not sin. I will keep myself  from 
the ways of  violent men, my steps will hold to your path. Thank you, O God, for hearing my 
prayer and answering me." 
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August 14 
1 SAMUEL 4, ROMANS 4, JEREMIAH 42, PSALM 18

Romans 4:23-25
In these three verses, Paul, for the first time, links Jesus' resurrection to salvation. In the first three 
chapters of  Romans Paul has written convincingly of  our guilt, our trespasses, and our need to be 
made right with God. Man's desperate condition necessitates salvation from God's just wrath.  

In Romans 1:16-17, Paul describes the Gospel as the power of  God for salvation because the 
righteousness of  God, through faith, is made known through His Good News. Paul, then, in an 
overwhelming fashion, describes man's unrighteousness which deserves God's righteous judgment. 
In Romans 2-3, he drives home the point that all mankind needs to be made right with God, not 
just Gentiles, those without the Law, but Jews also. Romans 3 explains God's salvation is available, 
not through man's work, but through Jesus' work, who is the propitiation God provided through 
His grace. Chapter four examines how Abraham, the father of  all who are justified before God, is 
declared righteous. It is not through circumcision (his work) but through faith, so that God's grace 
will be displayed. God records the history of  Abraham being counted righteous so we, too, would 
know the only way to be right with Him is through His Son, who He put forward as the 
propitiation by His blood.  

So how does God prove His acceptance of  Jesus, who was delivered up for our trespasses? How 
can we know God's just wrath is propitiated or appeased? JESUS IS ALIVE!! Death could not 
hold Him! The penalty for sin is death, but since Jesus was sinless, death had no power over Him. 
Jesus' resurrection is the demonstration of  His innocence. God's Gospel, His power of  salvation, 
requires both Jesus being delivered up for our trespasses and being raised up for our justification.  

I have previously used prayers from Valley of  Vision. This Puritan prayer is appropriate. 

O GOD OF MY EXODUS
Great was the joy of  Israel's sons, when Egypt died upon the shore, Far greater the joy when the 
Redeemer's foe lay crushed in the dust. 

Jesus strides forth as the victor, conqueror of  death, hell and all opposing might; 
He burst the bands of  death, tramples the powers of  darkness down and lives forever. 

He, my gracious surety, apprehended for payment of  my debt, comes forth from the prison house 
of  the grave free and triumphant over sin, Satan, and death. 

Show me herein the proof  that his victorious offering is accepted, that the claims of  justice are 
satisfied, that the devil's scepter is shivered, that his wrongful throne is leveled. 

Give me the assurance that in Christ I died, in him I rose, in his life I live, in his victory I triumph, 
in his ascension I shall be glorified. 

Adorable Redeemer, thou who wast lifted up upon a cross art ascended to highest heaven. Thou, 
who as a Man of  sorrows wast crowned with thorns, art now as Lord of  life wreathed with glory.  

Once, no shame more deep than thine, no agony more bitter, no death more cruel. Now, no 
exaltation more high, no life more glorious, no advocate more effective. Thou art in the triumph 
car leading captive thine enemies behind thee. 

What more could be done than thou has done!  
 
Thy death is my life, 
Thy resurrection my peace, 
Thy ascension my hope, 
Thy prayers my comfort.  
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August 15 
1 SAMUEL 5-6, ROMANS 5, JEREMIAH 43, PSALM 19

1 Samuel 5:2-4
There are not many events in the Bible that I find humorous, but this is one of  my favorites. Would 
you think this would cause doubt among the Philistines? How could Dagon, their "victorious" god, 
fall and be broken before the ark of  the LORD since they had just defeated the Israelite army who 
worshiped YHWH? 

I pray every idol of  your heart and mine would fall face down, shattered before the one true God. I 
eagerly await the day when Christ Jesus returns, and every knee will bow and tongue confess He is 
LORD of  all. May we bow before Him today as King and Lord of  our lives. 

1 Samuel 6
These events fascinate me and raise so many questions. How could the Philistines not acknowledge 
the LORD of  the ark since no matter where they took the ark, it was evident His hand was against 
them? Did the priests and diviners think the God of  Israel could be bought off  with gold? How 
was that a guilt offering? Weren't they just testing the LORD of  the ark? 

In verse six they ask the questions, "Why should you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and 
Pharaoh hardened their heart? After he had dealt severely with them, did they not send the people 
away?" The Philistine's recollection of  God's deliverance of  the Israelites from Egypt probably was 
influenced by the fact that they were descendants of  Egypt (Genesis 10:13-14), but isn't it amazing 
how generations later, the enemies of  Israel remembered the power of  God in their deliverance? 
Isn't that still the question - Why do people harden their hearts when what God says will happen 
comes to pass? 

The Philistines did not want to give the ark back. The plan they put in place was designed to 
assure it never returned to Israel. Cows not accustomed to pulling a cart would have torn it to 
pieces, and for additional insurance, cows do not abandon nursing calves. As one who has 
separated cows and calves, I can assure you this is not an easy task. They hoped that the plagues 
were just a coincidence, but just in case it wasn't, they did everything possible to stack the deck in 
their favor. YHWH proved Himself  to be sovereign as the cows contentedly went to Beth-shemesh. 

Just like the people of  Beth-shemesh, I fear I do not treat the holiness of  God with appropriate 
reverence and awe. I can imagine these 70 men being curious about what was in the ark and 
wanting to ensure it was still okay. God had given instruction concerning the handling of  the ark. 
Aaron and his sons were the only ones who could handle the holy things of  the tabernacle. In 
Numbers 4:15-20, God warned anyone else who touched or looked at the holy things would die. 

This episode reminds me of  Moses being commanded to remove his sandals because he stood on 
holy ground. Carol says some people respond to the "burning bush" with awe, and some start 
eating the berries. 

Sovereign LORD, forgive me for treating You in an unworthy manner. I see myself  in both the 
Philistines and the men of  Beth-shemesh. I, too, have missed You while eating the berries You 
alone provide. Holy Spirit, please convict me when I attempt to put my God to the test or attribute 
the events of  my life to coincidence. 
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August 16 
1 SAMUEL 7-8, ROMANS 6, JEREMIAH 44, PSALM 20-21

1 Samuel 8:1-3
This account of  Samuel's sons makes me sad and somewhat discouraged. How could this happen?! 
How could Samuel allow this to happen? He saw the result of  Eli not disciplining his sons. How 
could Samuel judge Israel and not Joel and Abijah? 1 Samuel 2:29 tells us Eli's sons were greedy, 
and now Samuel's sons turned aside for gain and took bribes, so they, too, were greedy. 

Referring to Proverbs 3:11-12, Hebrews 12:5-6 says, "Have you forgotten the exhortation that 
addresses you as sons? 'My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of  the Lord, nor be weary when 
reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 
receives." In Proverbs 13:24, we also find, "Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves 
him is diligent to discipline him." 

Father, as parents and grandparents, teach us to love You and our children enough to discipline 
them. Show us how to bring them up in the discipline and instruction of  the Lord. Thank You for 
loving us enough to correct our ways. Please give us the wisdom and courage to do the same with 
the children You have placed in our care. 

1 Samuel 8:17-18
"He will take the tenth of  your flocks, and you shall be his slaves." 

"You shall be his slaves." Doesn't that jump off  the page? By demanding an earthly king, the 
Israelites would become the king's slaves. This word, slave, is the one Jesus uses in John 8:32-36 in 
response to the Jews statement, "We are offspring of  Abraham and have never been enslaved to 
anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free?'" They asked that question because Jesus had 
just said, "If  you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free." 

In the following verse, the LORD tells the Israelites, "In that day you will cry out because of  your 
king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the LORD will not answer you in that day." We 
are getting close to reading 1-2 Kings and 1-2 Chronicles. In case I forget, when you begin reading 
those four books, it is worth your while to keep a list of  both the good kings and the bad. The list 
of  good kings is much easier to manage. You will see God's warning proves to be true concerning 
the kings of  Israel. 

Romans 6 
What is the purpose of  God's grace to you? When you consider His grace, what is the reason He 
provided such an undeserved gift? Why would God be gracious enough to die on the cross so that 
He could extend His grace specifically to you? 

1 John 3:8 says, "Whoever makes a practice of  sinning is of  the devil, for the devil has been sinning 
from the beginning. The reason the Son of  God appeared was to destroy the works of  the devil." 
Which works of  the devil do you think Jesus came to destroy? The works of  the devil in you and 
me? 

Paul goes to great lengths in Romans 6 to prove the purpose of  God's grace is to destroy sin and its 
work. Chapter six is an excellent commentary on Romans 5:20-21, "Now the law came in to 
increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned 
in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." Chapter six describes the reign of  God's grace for those who are in Christ. 

We were slaves to sin just as God warned the Israelites about slavery to the king. Jesus said it this 
way in John 8:34, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin," but Jesus' 
sacrificial, substitutionary death, changed that. Those who are in Him are no longer under the 
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power of  sin but the power of  grace! So now we are to consider ourselves dead to sin. It is no 
longer the controlling power in our lives. Instead, we are free because of  God's grace! Just as Jesus 
says in John 8:36, "So if  the Son set you free, you will be free indeed." 

Gracious Father, teach us what it means to be slaves to the Living God. Forgive me for cringing at 
the word slave. I want to be the slave of  Deuteronomy 15:16 who says, "I will not go out from 
you." I love You and Your household, so it is okay for You to take an awl and put it through my ear, 
and I will be Your slave forever. 
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August 17 
1 SAMUEL 9, ROMANS 7, JEREMIAH 46, PSALM 22

1 Samuel 9:17 
"When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, "Here is the man of  whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall 
restrain my people." 
  
Most translations render the word restrain as rule, reign, govern, or have authority over, but the 
Hebrew word used here is primarily defined as to enclose, hold back, restrain, confine, and even 
enslave. A regular refrain in Judges was "There was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right 
in their own eyes," therefore, restraining seems to be an appropriate word. Saul, as king, will have 
the authority to force them to function as a nation, not a group of  individuals. 

Weren't you surprised the first king of  Israel came from the tribe of  Benjamin? Saul was correct 
when he said Benjamin was the least of  the tribes of  Israel. After all, in the recent past, the entire 
tribe was comprised of  only 600 men. 

In Deuteronomy 17:14-20, God discussed the day when Israel would want a king like other 
nations. He even gave instructions about how the king was to rule. It does not seem Israel 
consulted God about choosing a king, but Samuel indicates Saul would please the nation. In 1 
Samuel 9:20 (NIV) Samuel says this about Saul: "To whom is all the desire of  Israel turned, if  not 
to you and all your father's family." Saul had the qualities Israel wanted in a king. He looked like a 
king. He was tall, young, handsome, and from a wealthy family. Appearance over substance seems 
to be what Israel craved because Saul's wisdom, character, accomplishments, or piety are not 
discussed. A charismatic outward demeanor is generally what the world appears to want in a 
leader, but not God. God soon gives Israel a king after His own heart. 

Sovereign, Providential King, forgive us for wanting style over substance. Please raise up those in 
authority, who will restrain a nation where everyone seems to do what is right in their own eyes. 
May these people have a heart after Your heart. Please teach Your children to live restrained under 
the authority of  the King of  kings. May we live as a shining example of  the true King. 

Romans 7:22-23
"I love God's law with all my heart. But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power 
makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me." (NLT) 

Paul spent most of  Romans 6 describing how those who are in Christ are dead to sin. No longer 
are they enslaved to sin because it has no power over them since they are under grace, not the Law. 
So, the question that arises is, how can Paul now write Romans 7:22-23? 

I have found, when describing sin, it is helpful to understand the "Four P's": the Penalty, Power, 
Pollution, and Presence of  sin. 

The penalty for sin is death (Romans 5:12), "Just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, so death spread to all men because all sinned." Romans 6:23 bluntly states, 
"The wages of  sin is death." Romans 5:15-18 explains how Jesus' one act of  righteousness led to 
justification and life for those of  faith. 

Romans 6:5-7 (NLT) describes how Jesus' one act of  righteousness changes those of  faith. Sin lost 
its power when they were crucified with Christ. Jesus delivered us from the penalty and the power 
of  sin when He was raised for our justification (Romans 4:25). 

Romans 7 deals with the pollution of  sin. Paul says the Law is perfect, but because of  indwelling 
sin, even the Law causes temptation. Have you ever watched how people respond when they see a 
"WET PAINT DO NOT TOUCH" sign? How many touch the paint just as proof  for themselves? 
That is a simple example of  what Paul is describing. 
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How long did you do what seemed right in your own eyes? Before being delivered from both the 
penalty and power of  sin, we learned how to live sinful lives and justify it to ourselves for many 
years. After a lengthy description in Ephesians 4 of  how we are to "put off" our old nature, Paul 
goes on to say in 5:1 that we are to be imitators of  God. Though we were formerly sinful and self-
justifying, we are now to "put on" the character of  Christ Jesus. We will struggle with the pollution 
of  sin in our lives until we meet Jesus face to face through our physical death or His return 
whichever comes first. However, while we wait, we are to be diligent in pursuing conformity to 
Him. 

The last P, the presence of  sin, is removed on the day we see Jesus. 

My prayer is "Come, Lord Jesus!" The grace of  the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen 
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August 18 
1 SAMUEL 10, ROMANS 8, JEREMIAH 47, PSALM 23-24

1 Samuel 10:1-7 
Has there ever been a time when you wanted God to give you a sign? A time when a choice was 
necessary and neither was wrong or sinful, but you wanted to make the right decision and wished 
God would point to "the" one? I sure have. In these seven verses, God confirmed to Saul all 
Samuel had spoken. Can you think of  a more detailed and thorough display of  God affirming His 
plan?  

When I read this passage years ago, my thoughts turned to, "I wish God would provide me with 
that kind of  detailed affirmation!" Then, following M'Cheyne's reading plan, I read Romans 8. 
What an answer to my desire! Doesn't Romans 8 assure your soul!  

To begin with, "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" and 
end with, "I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord" is extraordinary assurance.  

Thank You, Abba Father. Your goodness and mercy have followed me all my life. Thank You for 
affirmation greater than what You provided Saul—I will dwell in Your house forever.  

Romans 8/Psalm 23 
This prayer from Valley of Vision combines my thoughts and prayers based on Romans 8 and Psalm 
23 much better than I ever could. 

Need Of Jesus
Lord Jesus, 
I am blind, be thou my light, 
ignorant, be thou my wisdom, 
self-willed, be thou my mind. 
  
Open my ear to grasp quickly thy Spirit's voice, 
and delightfully run after his beckoning hand; 
Melt my conscience that no hardness remain, 
make it alive to evil's slightest touch; 
When Satan approaches may I flee to thy wounds, 
and there cease to tremble at all alarms. 
  
Be my good shepherd and lead me into  
the green pastures of  thy Word, 
and cause me to lie down beside the rivers of  its comforts. 
Fill me with peace, that no disquieting worldly gales 
may ruffle the calm surface of  my soul. 
  
Thy cross was upraised to be my refuge, 
Thy blood streamed forth to wash me clean, 
Thy death occurred to give me a surety. 
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August 19 
1 SAMUEL 11, ROMANS 9, JEREMIAH 48, PSALM 25

1 Samuel 11:6 
"The Spirit of  God rushed upon Saul when he heard these words, and his anger was greatly kindled."  

Under the influence of  the Spirit of  God, he led the nation to deliver Jabesh. In Judges, "the Spirit 
of  the LORD was upon" Othniel and Jephthah; the "Spirit of  the LORD clothed" Gideon; and 
the "Spirit of  the LORD rushed upon" Sampson. Just like Saul, each of  these men was 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit to fulfill God's purpose in destroying the enemies of  Israel. 
  
In Numbers 11:17-29, the LORD took some of  the Spirit that was on Moses and placed it on the 
seventy elders of  Israel chosen by Moses to delegate his responsibility to the nation. Also, when 
Balaam blessed Israel, the Spirit of  God came upon him in Numbers 24:2.  

The LORD God in Ezekiel 36:27 promises something new, "I will put my Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules." Instead of  the Spirit being on 
those chosen by God, His Spirit would dwell in them.  

Jesus restates the promise of  Ezekiel in John 14:16-17, "I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of  Truth, who the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you." Previously Jesus described the Spirit of  Truth in John 7:38-39 like this: "Whoever believes in 
me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of  his heart will flow rivers of  living water.' Now this he said 
about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 
been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified."  

Therefore, once Jesus is glorified and returns to the Father, those who believe in Him will receive 
the Holy Spirit who will dwell in them forever. Jesus describes them as those whose from whom 
their "heart will flow rivers of  living water." Jesus described the living water to the Samaritan 
woman in John 4:9-14 as, "The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of  water 
welling up to eternal life."  

So, the gift Jesus promises those who believe in Him is the eternal Spirit who brings eternal life. 
The description of  flowing rivers and water welling up seems to indicate this is not water solely for 
personal consumption but is to be shared. 

Isn't that precisely what we see in Acts 2 when the Holy Spirit fills the house where those who 
believed in Jesus were gathered in prayer? The Spirit fills them and the living water flows. They 
begin to proclaim Jesus in various languages which the Spirit gave them. From this outpouring of  
living water three thousand souls were added to the kingdom!  

When I consider the Holy Spirit is living water flowing out of  me, not just God's Spirit on or with 
me, it convicts me about restricting His flow. As a believer, the Holy Spirit should flow like a river 
through me, not an occasional trickle. 

Holy Spirit, understanding this causes me to realize how I have quenched Your activity through 
me. I recognize the work You are doing to me, and I am thankful. I do believe You are conforming 
me to the likeness of  my Lord and Savior, but I know the work You desire to do through me is 
being stifled. Please, forgive me. I want You to fulfill Your purpose with me by flowing like a river, 
not an occasional drip.  
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August 20 
1 SAMUEL 12, ROMANS 10, JEREMIAH 49, PSALM 26-27

1 Samuel 12:22
"For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great name's sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make a 
people for himself."  

God's love is beyond compare. When 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 says, "Love is...." Paul is giving us a 
description of  God's love. My natural reaction is to stay away from people who are too much 
trouble or cause me inconvenience, but God chooses to love those who reject Him. Romans 5:6-8 
says Jesus Christ displayed His love by dying for us when we were incapable of  helping ourselves – 
the ungodly, sinners, and enemies. Knowing full well all that Israel and Roy would do, God chose 
before the foundation of  the world to make us His own. Ephesians 1:4-5 says, "He chose us in him 
before the foundation of  the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption to himself  as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of  
his will." 

1 Samuel 12:22 says God has done this for "His great Name's sake." The various names God uses 
to describe and define Himself  are the essence of  His character and His glory. So, the LORD's 
care and concern for His character and His glory flows to, and benefits sinners like you and me. It 
is His purpose and pleasure to commit Himself  to our "destiny." 

Making a name for yourself  infers making yourself  public. The desire is for your reputation, fame, 
and renown to be known. Companies who have a "brand name" are cautious to protect their name 
because any blemish reduces their brand or reputation, but God chooses those who, by their very 
nature, are blemishes. 

How great is our God! He chose the foolish, weak, lowly, and despised to make His name public. 
In 1 Corinthians 1:25-29, Paul proves that point very well. How sovereign is our God! 

Great, Sovereign, and Good God, please forgive me for being more concerned about my name 
and reputation than Yours. How can I be so selfish knowing Your love for me and my total lack of  
merit? Jesus, thank You for caring for me when I was an enemy. Holy Spirit, quickly convict me 
when my words and actions reflect poorly upon my Lord and Savior. 

Romans 10
Romans 9 is, of  course, Paul's proof  that salvation is all God's doing. Mankind is the clay, and He 
is the potter. It is He who chose between Jacob and Esau before they were born. Neither one had 
done anything good or bad, but God, according to His will, chose to whom He would show mercy 
and compassion. 

Then in Romans 10, Paul says man is still responsible, even though Romans 9 is entirely correct. 
Don't you love the tension in God's Word? God's sovereign purpose will not be thwarted. At the 
same time, man is responsible for receiving God's offer of  salvation. 
The Israelites were unwilling to accept God's righteousness provided through Jesus Christ. They 
were zealous for God, but were bound and determined to prove their righteousness rather than 
receive God's. 

God is not partial; He shows no distinction. He will pour out all His riches on those who call on 
Him. Everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord is saved, but man must call. God has sent those 
who preach so that mankind will hear and call because faith comes from hearing of  Jesus' 
righteousness. He has faithfully sent His Word to the ends of  the earth. 

LORD God Almighty, Your plans and purpose are perfect. You and Your instruction are worthy 
of  mankind's acceptance, but because of  our sinful inclination, we want to provide our method of  
righteousness. Thank You for showing Yourself  to those who did not ask for You.  
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August 21 
1 SAMUEL 13, ROMANS 11, JEREMIAH 50, PSALM 28-29

Romans 11:36 
"For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen." 

Psalm 29:1-2
"Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory 
due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of  holiness."  

This morning, the fact that Paul ended his worship at the same place David began caught my 
attention. The idea of  beginning and ending my time of  study and prayer by declaring God's glory 
is entirely appropriate. Two quotes come to mind immediately when I think of  glorifying God. 
The first is from the Westminster Shorter Catechism: "Man's chief  end is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever." The second is from John Piper: "God is most glorified in me when I am most 
satisfied in Him." These quotes were written long after David and Paul went home, but I am 
confident they would agree with both.  

After eleven chapters of  a full and thorough explanation of  the Gospel of  Jesus Christ based upon 
the Old Testament, Paul glorifies God. Following his examination of  God's hand in human history, 
Paul's conclusion is "O, the depth of  the riches and wisdom and knowledge of  God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!" Paul worships and honors the Lord 
based upon His revelation of  Himself  through His Word. David begins his prayer declaring the 
LORD is worthy of  glory and honor because of  who He is and what He does. God speaks and His 
creation responds. Just as God spoke creation into existence, He speaks now, and His creation 
responds. David worships and honors God based upon the revelation of  Himself  through His 
creation.  

So, since I, like David and Paul, was created to glorify God, what is glory? John Piper defines God's 
glory as "His infinite and awesome greatness and worth." The Hebrew word translated as glory is 
kabod which means heaviness, weight, importance, significance, and honor. The Greek word 
translated as glory is doxa which means something unusually excellent and deserving of  honor. The 
root word for doxa means to count for something or to be of  repute.  

We all desire kabod and doxa. We want our lives to have weight in the sense of  substance. We want 
significance, to count for something, to be of  repute, and to be deserving of  honor. Has anyone 
ever treated you as if  you didn't matter; as if  you had no weight, substance, or significance, much 
less worthy of  honor or repute?  

To glorify God is to realize He deserves this recognition so far beyond what any human deserves it 
is not even in the same category. David and Paul understood God's infinite, excellent greatness, 
and worth both in His creation and in His Word. Therefore, they praised and glorified Him as 
only He is worthy. 

Worthy are You, our LORD and God, to receive glory, and honor, and power, for You created all 
things and by Your will, they existed and were created. Holy Spirit, lead me to glorify my Lord and 
Savior every time I spend time in His Word. Father God, forgive me for acting as if  You did not 
matter; for treating You as insignificant. That is the action of  a fool, not a son or an heir. Thank 
You, Jesus, for displaying the worth, glory, and honor of  Your Father and our Father, Your God 
and our God. I desire to be completely satisfied in Him so that He will be most glorified in me.  
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August 22 
1 SAMUEL 14, ROMANS 12, JEREMIAH 51, PSALM 30

1 Samuel 14:6
"Come, let us go over to the garrison of  these uncircumcised. It may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing 
can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few." 

It appears to the human eye that Israel is in a desperate situation. In the previous chapter, after 
Jonathan defeated the Philistines at Geba, the Philistines prepared for war. They assembled 30,000 
chariots, 6,000 horsemen, and a multitude of  troops. Saul initially had 3,000 warriors but faced 
with those odds most of  the army fled, leaving Saul with just 600 men. To make matters worse, 
only Saul and Jonathan had a sword and a spear. It appears farming implements were the only 
weapons of  Israel's army. When Jonathan decides to check out the Philistine garrison, Saul was 
hiding in the cave known for the pomegranates around it. It seems as though things could not get 
much worse. 

Unlike Saul, who trusted in himself, Jonathan and his armor-bearer exhibit their faith in the 
LORD. Jonathan's belief  in the LORD is evident from his statement that nothing can hinder Him, 
but he wants to be sure his action is of  the LORD and not just his idea. So, like Gideon, he asks 
for a sign from God as verification. Jonathan will base his reaction on the response of  the 
Philistines which he believes the LORD will give. Obviously, Jonathan believes in the sovereignty 
of  the LORD. He will place the words in the mouth of  the Philistines. 

Jonathan believed Samuel's statement in 1 Samuel 12:22, "For the LORD will not forsake his 
people, for his great name's sake, because it pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself." 
The result of  one man's faithful obedience was the LORD fighting for Israel without any concern 
for the weapons or lack of  weapons Israel's army possessed. "So the LORD saved Israel that 
day." (1 Samuel 14:23) 

Jonathan, like Moses, Joshua, David, and many other people in the Old Testament, was merely a 
foretaste of  Jesus. Jonathan's faithful action led to the temporary salvation of  Israel. Jesus, the one 
truly faithful man, saved all the Father gave Him: "When the days drew near for him to be taken 
up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem." (Luke 9:51) Jesus' faithful obedience against what appears to 
be insurmountable odds, saves many. According to Revelation 7:9, Jesus saved a multitude, "After 
this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 'Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!'" Nothing can hinder the LORD 
from saving, by many or by few. 

Lord Jesus, through Your Spirit, instill in us the confident assurance that You save by many or by 
few. May we be willing to be the few or the many You use to bring Your Father's children into the 
Kingdom. Please, Holy Spirit, cause us to see through eyes of  faith the day in which we will be 
clothed in white robes, waving palm branches, declaring with all those Jesus saved, "Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 

Jeremiah 51:5
"For the LORD of  Heaven's Armies has not abandoned Israel and Judah. He is still their God, even though their 
land was filled with sin against the Holy One of  Israel." (NLT) 

Just as in the day of  Samuel, Saul and Jonathan, "For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his 
great name's sake, because it pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself." "Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today and forever." (Hebrews 13:8) 
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August 23 
1 SAMUEL 15, ROMANS 13, JEREMIAH 52, PSALM 31

Romans 13:11-14
"Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 
than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off  the works of  darkness 
and put on the armor of  light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime." 

As an encouragement to follow his instruction in the previous verses, Paul challenges us to live with 
an eye on eternity, not just today. In Colossians 3:2-4 Paul describes this life as, "Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory." 

The New Testament discusses the "last days" a lot. As you would expect, Jesus begins that 
discourse. In John 6, Jesus describes Himself  as the true Bread of  heaven that gives life to the 
world. In His explanation, four times Jesus says all those who come to Him as the Bread of  Life, 
He "will raise up on the last day." 

In Acts 2, after the Holy Spirit came upon those in the upper room, Peter describes what just 
happened by quoting Joel's declaration that in the last days God will pour out His Spirit. Paul (2 
Timothy 3:1-5) and Peter (2 Peter 3:3-18) provide a thorough description of  the last days that can 
be summed up with, "in the last days there will be times of  difficulty." 

It is true - our ultimate salvation is much closer than when Paul wrote these words. Paul challenges 
us to live as "children of  light" by being transformed by the renewing of  our minds. By setting our 
mind's eye on His return, we will make no provision for the flesh because this world is coming to an 
end. 

It seems then the questions for us are: "What am I presently doing with the gift of  my justification? 
Is my life today producing the fruit of  sanctification that ends in eternal life? What distinguishes 
me from unbelievers? Am I just sitting around waiting to share Jesus' glory when He returns, or am 
I actively living as if  I expect Him to return today?" 

To me, one of  the most incredible statements Jesus makes relates to living expectantly for His 
return. In Luke 12:35-40, Jesus instructs His followers to "stay dressed for action" because when 
the master returns and finds you awake "He will dress himself  for service and have them recline at 
table, and he will come and serve them." Jesus follows that statement with a parable comparing His 
response to a servant following His instruction on the day of  His return and one who is not. His 
response to the disobedient servant is frightening. 

Lord Jesus, thank You for the promise of  Your action on the last day. Forgive me for focusing on 
the temporal instead of  the eternal. Holy Spirit, remind me this is not my home. I am looking 
forward to a city whose designer and builder is God. Teach me to live with my eye on that day. 

1 Samuel 15:20
Saul brought Agag back to Israel for the same reason another king held Zedekiah in captivity in 
Babylon. (Jeremiah 52:11) When you are king, what can you do to elevate your status? You 
surround yourself  with kings you have defeated. Therefore, you become the king of  kings. 

King of  kings, Lord of  lords, Jesus, I worship and praise You. I live in a world focused on one's 
status. The world desires to always be one rung higher on the ladder no matter the cost to get 
there. Thank You, Father, for placing me in Jesus Christ. May I find my status in Him not some 
place on a ladder. Father, You have chosen Your King; please forgive me for acting at times as if  it 
were me. 
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August 24 
1 SAMUEL 16, ROMANS 14, LAMENTATIONS 1, PSALM 32

1 Samuel 16:1
"How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, 
and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlemite, for I have provided for myself  a king among his sons."  

How different is David's selection as king from Saul's? In 1 Samuel 8:22 God tells Samuel, "Obey 
their voice and make them a king." God gave the people what they wanted when He lifted Saul up 
as king. In the selection of  David, God provides for Himself  a king of  his choosing. When the 
Spirit of  the LORD departed from Saul, Israel got what they asked for—a king like all the other 
nations. Without the prompting of  the Spirit or the counsel of  Samuel, Saul became just like all 
the other kings doing what seemed right to him. Psalm 81:12 (NRSV) explains God's action: "So I 
gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels." 

Like Samson, Saul always perplexes me. The Spirit of  the LORD rushed on both, and God used 
them, but that doesn't settle my mind as I think of  Saul. Samson is listed in Hebrews 11 (the hall of  
faith) while Saul is not. Romans 14:23 (in today's reading) says, "For whatever does not proceed 
from faith is sin." So, Samson's actions were based on his faith while Saul's were apparently not. 

In two previous events, we see the evidence of  Saul's lack of  faith. The first is when Saul offered 
the sacrifice (which kings were not to do) instead of  waiting as Samuel, speaking as God's prophet, 
instructed. (1 Samuel 13:9) The second is when Saul decided to keep the best of  Amalek rather 
than destroying everything as God told him. Saul's unwillingness to submit to God's instruction is 
evidence of  his faithlessness. In both events, Saul blamed someone else for his actions and showed 
no indication of  repentance. 

When confronted with the failure to obey God's instruction, David's response is radically different 
from Saul's. David was quick to repent and acknowledge his guilt. In Psalm 32:5, written after he 
confessed his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah, David says, "I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did 
not cover my iniquity; I said, 'I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,' and you forgave the 
iniquity of  my sin." Interesting note: everywhere else in the Psalms, the Hebrew word translated 
here as confessed, is translated as "give thanks," "praise," and "I will thank." So, when we, like 
David, confess our sins, we are praising God. How does that fit into your idea of  praise and 
worship? 

Hosea 13:10-11 sheds some light on God's selection and rejection of  Saul as king: "Where now is 
your king, to save you in all your cities? Where are all your rulers—those of  whom you said, 'Give 
me a king and princes'? I gave you a king in my anger, and I took him away in my wrath."  

Sovereign LORD God, I confess my struggle to understand all Your ways. I, like Samuel, grieve to 
hear of  Saul's life and failure. At the same time, I know the consequences when a man refuses to 
yield to Your authority. You have made that painfully evident throughout Scripture. Thank You for 
a heart on which You have written Your Law. Thank You for Your Spirit who causes me to walk in 
Your statutes and be careful to obey Your rules. Please, Holy Spirit, quickly prompt me to 
repentance when I sin and remind me that my confession is praise to my God and Savior.  
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August 25 
1 SAMUEL 17, ROMANS 15, LAMENTATIONS 2, PSALM 33

Romans 15:1-13
"May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of  the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope." (Romans 15:13) 

This morning while reading Lamentations 2, I turned back to re-read this passage in Romans 15. 
Grief  overcomes Jeremiah because of  the devastation of  Jerusalem caused by God's judgment. 
Hopeless seems to be the best description of  Jeremiah's dirge, but, as you know, with the LORD 
there is always hope; just wait until tomorrow when we get to Lamentations 3. Paul reminds us of  
that fact in Romans 15:4, "For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through the encouragement of  the Scriptures we might have hope."  

Chapter 15 begins with another reminder for believers: as children of  God and followers of  Jesus 
Christ, we are in this together. As God's family, how we treat each other is important to our Father. 
Jesus described this relationship in John 13:35, "By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if  you have love for one another." Therefore, we are to be considerate of  our "weaker" 
brothers and sisters. The way we treat each other is significant because we all are the "weaker" 
ones. We may want to think of  ourselves as the "strong," but in our heart we know we need the 
encouragement and support of  each other. We all struggle with times of  seeming hopelessness. 

Paul quotes Psalm 69:9 in Romans 15:3. In Psalm 69, David is crying out to God because he is in a 
dire situation. He is hopeless unless God saves him. David is concerned not just for himself  but for 
others. In verse six he says, "Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, O Lord 
GOD of  hosts; let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, O God of  Israel." 
Doesn't that verse express much of  what Paul says in Romans 14 and 15?  

In Psalm 69:9, David is speaking of  himself: "Zeal for your house has consumed me, and the 
reproaches of  those who reproach you have fallen on me." David declares his love for the LORD 
and His Temple has caused those who hate God to hate him. We know from John 2:17 that Jesus' 
disciples understood this passage to be a prophecy concerning Him: "His disciples remembered 
that it was written, 'Zeal for your house will consume me.'" Paul agrees with their deduction and 
counts all the insults against God as falling upon Jesus Christ.  

Since Jesus Christ paid the penalty for all the insult, reproach, sin, and rebellion against God, those 
in Christ Jesus have hope. Romans 5:5 (NIV) says "hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us." 

Like David, sometimes we find ourselves in stressful situations that seem hopeless. As the family of  
God, part of  our expression of  hope in Him is displayed by how we bear with one another, 
welcome one another, and live in harmony with one another. When I am experiencing those 
moments of  hopelessness, the love of  God's family encourages me. Just as Jesus became a servant 
to the Jews to show God keeps His promises so the Gentiles could share in His glory, we, too, are to 
have a servant mentality within the family.  

My prayer for you today is: "May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of  the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope" to the glory of  God our Father and 
for the hope and encouragement of  your brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.  
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August 26 
1 SAMUEL 18, ROMANS 16, LAMENTATIONS 3, PSALM 34

Lamentations 3:20-33
"I will never forget this awful time, as I grieve over my loss. Yet I still dare to hope when I remember 
this." (Lamentations 3:20-21 NLT) 

Reading the first twenty verses of  Lamentations 3 is harder for me than the first two chapters 
because chapter three is so personal. Notice the pronouns I and he, used for the LORD and 
Jeremiah in these verses. Jeremiah explicitly describes his experience, his emotions, and his loss as 
the LORD's doing. All that being true, how and why can he say, "Yet I still dare to hope when I 
remember this"? 

Before we examine the reason for his hope, it will be helpful to look briefly at Jeremiah's life and 
understand why he wrote Lamentations. Jeremiah began his ministry at a unique time in the 
history of  Israel. When God called him to be a prophet, Josiah was king. God prophesied the 
coming of  Josiah soon after dividing the kingdom between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. When 
Jeroboam led the northern ten tribes into apostasy, God told of  a future king who would destroy 
the false altars of  Israel (1 Kings 13:2-3). Josiah did what God promised and led Judah back to the 
LORD (2 Kings 22). God described Josiah as a man who, "did what was right in the eyes of  the 
LORD and walked in all the ways of  David his father." Jeremiah wrote the lament sung at Josiah's 
funeral. 

After Josiah's death, Jeremiah fell out of  favor because of  his constant declaration of  the coming 
destruction. Jeremiah suffered much during this period. As evidence of  the impending destruction, 
the LORD forbade Jeremiah to marry, mourn, or participate in a feast. He was imprisoned for 
treason, thrown in a cistern and left to die, and he was beaten and put in stocks. His enemies were 
always plotting how to destroy him, and his family turned against him. As vividly explained in 
Lamentations 3:1-22, God brought Jeremiah through many afflictions. Therefore, he was the 
perfect man to tell the remaining afflicted Israelites why and how they should hope in the LORD.  

Jeremiah wrote Lamentations as five separate poems (chapters) with each poem consisting of  22 
stanzas; one for each letter of  the Hebrew alphabet. Chapters one, two, and four have one verse 
beginning with each letter of  the Hebrew alphabet. Chapter three has three verses per letter. 
Chapter 5 also has 22 stanzas but does not follow the alphabet. Psalm 119 is written similarly with 
the stanza for each letter having eight verses. We would describe this as the author covering his 
subject from A to Z. 

Notice halfway through this lengthy lament, Jeremiah calls the reader's attention to his hope. From 
Lamentations 3:21-33, he proclaims why he trusts and hopes in the LORD. Verse thirty-three says, 
"For he does not afflict from his heart or grieve the children of  men" is exactly halfway through his 
five poems of  lament. I suggest you re-read Lamentations 3:21-33 with an eye to see the reasons 
for hope in the midst of  grief. The One who is our portion is steadfast in love, mercy, compassion, 
and salvation. As a loving Father, He disciplines His children to bring them back to Himself  
through repentance. 

Just as Jeremiah was the perfect person to teach the Israelites how to wait, trust, and hope in the 
LORD, God will use you and your trials for the benefit of  His children. In 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, 
Paul describes the Lord as, "the Father of  mercies and God of  all comfort, who comforts us in all 
our affliction, so that we will be able to comfort those who are in affliction, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God." Just as we experience God's comfort during difficult 
times, He places us in the lives of  His children to comfort them. 

Father God, we know trials, tribulation, and affliction are a part of  following Jesus. Thank You for 
men like Jeremiah and Paul who suffered so much more than we have, yet, they faithfully 
proclaimed an unshaken hope in You. Holy Spirit, please take the difficult times in our lives and 
use them for the Father's glory and His children's comfort. 
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August 27 
1 SAMUEL 19, 1 CORINTHIANS 1, LAMENTATIONS 4, PSALM 35

1 Samuel 19:20-24
In Scripture, God delivers and protects people in diverse and unusual ways.  

To save Noah and his family, in Genesis 6:14, God told Noah to build an ark, even though it had 
never rained.  

To protect Sarah, in Genesis 20:3, God told Abimelech he was a dead man because he had taken 
Abraham's wife. 

To deliver the Israelites, in Exodus 14:16, God parted the sea and allowed the people to escape on 
dry ground. 

To intercede for Balaam, in Numbers 22:28, God had a donkey speak.  

To destroy Jericho, in Joshua 6:20, God flattened the walls of  Jericho by having the people march, 
shout, and blow trumpets. 

With all of  these examples, I think this is the most unusual act of  deliverance in the Old 
Testament. Saul is determined to kill David, even though his son and daughter have done 
everything they can to frustrate his plan. After David escapes to Samuel, Saul sent three separate 
groups to kill David. Jonathan and Michal were unsuccessful in protecting David, but God wasn't.  

Of  all the ways God could have saved David from Saul's hand, who but the LORD God Almighty 
would have thought of  sending His Spirit upon these men. They not only forget about David, but 
they also begin prophesying, that is, praising and glorifying the LORD. Then Saul, refusing to see 
God's hand protecting David, went to Naioth to do the job himself. You know what happened. 

The Holy Spirit coming on men whose plan is to kill David is a most unusual method of  
deliverance but not the most astonishing. In the New Testament, we are told God Himself, in the 
likeness of  man, came and lived among sinful men to deliver them. Immanuel, God with us, 
allowed Himself  to be placed on a cross, after being beaten mercilessly, to deliver His people from 
their just punishment.  

Jesus came to save, protect, deliver, and intercede for His people by destroying the works of  the 
devil. All the incredible, marvelous, and surprising deliverances of  God's people point to the one 
true salvation - Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

1 Corinthians 1:2
"Those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of  
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours." 

Through years of  reading the Bible, I have paid particular attention to different aspects of  the faith 
and keep a running record for myself. I have lists such as Scriptural prayers, promises, names of  
God, and words describing salvation. Descriptions of  the Church is the longest. There are so many 
ways God describes those He gave to His Son; 1 Corinthians 1:2 is an excellent example.  

Paul starts by calling us the "Church of  God." The Greek word for Church is ekklesia which comes 
from the root word laleo which means to call. The Church is the "called ones." Paul makes that 
point by describing the Church as those "called to be saints." He uses the same word to describe 
himself  as an apostle in verse one, "Paul, called by the will of  God to be an apostle." Just as Paul 
was called by the will of  God, so, too, are those who make up the church of  God.  

The other description Paul uses to explain the Church is, "those sanctified in Christ Jesus." In 1 
Corinthians 7:14 the word sanctified is translated as "holy." So, the church of  God consists of  those 
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effectually called by God to be holy saints. Exodus 28:36 says the priests wear an engraved signet 
that reads, "Holy to the LORD." In 1 Peter 2:5-9, the Church is described as a holy priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for God's own possession. 

As a believer, is that how you see yourself ? You should because if  you are in Christ Jesus, that is 
how the Living God sees you! 

Lord Jesus, thank You for sanctifying a people for Yourself  through Your blood. Thank You for 
effectually calling me. 
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August 28 
1 SAMUEL 20, 1 CORINTHIANS 2, LAMENTATIONS 5, PSALM 36

1 Samuel 20:1-3 
Have you ever heard the quote, "There are none so blind as those who will not see"? 

According to Random House Dictionary of  Popular Proverbs and Sayings this proverb can be 
traced back to 1546 and resembles Jeremiah 5:21, "Hear now this, O foolish people, and without 
understanding; which have eyes and see not; which have ears, and hear not." The full saying is, 
"There are none so blind as those who will not see. The most deluded people are those who choose 
to ignore what they already know."  

I thought of  this quote while reading Jonathan and David's first comments to each other in 1 
Samuel 20. David is upset that Saul, Jonathan's father, is doing everything possible to kill him; to 
which Jonathan replies, "There is no way my dad is trying to kill you." David responds, "He is not 
going to tell you, but you have to know, I am just a step away from death."  
  
Saul may not have told Jonathan, "I am going to kill David," but there was plenty of  evidence for 
Jonathan to see the truth. You know the story of  Saul trying to throw a spear through David, not 
once but twice, was the talk of  the palace? In 1 Samuel 19:1 Saul told both Jonathan and his 
servants that they should kill David. It seems Jonathan could not believe, or did not want to see, his 
father's hatred for David.  

How blind was David? How could he think he was about to die? Couldn't he see God's protection 
and deliverance? When God placed His Spirit of  prophecy on those men Saul sent to kill him, did 
David think, "What an amazing coincidence? I sure am lucky."  

It is so easy to see blindness in others and miss my own! I have told you how blessed I was to have 
godly parents. They refused to let me be like David and not see God's hand in my life. When I was 
much younger, I would often call home to let Jack and Reba know what a successful son they had 
raised. I would embellish the story so they would understand how smart, talented, and wise in the 
ways of  the world their son was. They would let me toot my horn but ALWAYS responded with 
something like, "O, Roy Lee, God is so gracious to you. Aren't you amazed at how He worked this 
out for your good!" I never said it, but my brain was screaming, "Don't you get it. I am the one 
who worked so hard to get this. I spent those long hours to accomplish this. God did not give me 
anything. It was me! I earned it." 

I am embarrassed to tell you how long it took me to realize God was so gracious to me. He is the 
one who directed my steps.  

Gracious and Good Father, we want eyes that see, ears that hear, minds submitted to Your will, 
and, most importantly, hearts to believe. Please, Father, place in our lives those who love and trust 
you; who, also, love us enough to point out our blindness, deafness, and willfulness. Thank You for 
placing many people in my life who have done just that for Your glory and my good. 

With that train of  thought in mind, I encourage you to watch Tim Keller's video, Racism and 
Corporate Evil: A White Guy's Perspective. It is a timely explanation of  how through God's Word, 
as believers, we are to see the world differently and respond appropriately. This video was done in 
2012 and Tim makes a comment that is somewhat dated about a basketball player. If  you are not a 
basketball fan, and have never heard of  "Linsanity", you can check the Wikipedia page. 
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August 29 
1 SAMUEL 21-22, 1 CORINTHIANS 3, EZEKIEL 1, PSALM 37

Ezekiel 1:28
"Such was the appearance of  the likeness of  the glory of  the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I 
heard the voice of  one speaking." 

I have always had difficulty explaining the glory of  God. Not only that, I must confess my lack of  
ability to even imagine God's glory. 

This statement by Ezekiel tells me I am not the only one who does. Notice his description, "the 
appearance of  the likeness of  the glory of  God." Ezekiel 1:1 describes what Ezekiel saw as "visions 
of  God" with such vivid detail through the rest of  the chapter, yet, he uses the word “likeness” nine 
times and the word “appearance” fifteen times. 

I should not be surprised. God, Himself, said it is impossible to "see" Him clearly enough to 
accurately describe Him. Isaiah 46:5 says, "To whom will you liken me and make me equal, and 
compare me, that we may be alike?" 

Even Moses, who spoke face to face with God, as a man speaks to a friend (Exodus 33:11), could 
not see God's glory. In Exodus 33:18 Moses asked, "Please show me your glory." In the following 
verses, God describes that as impossible because if  a man were to see His glory, he would die. 
However, God graciously allowed Moses to see His back. 

All of  that being true, everything believers do is to be done for His glory. "So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of  God" (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

Sovereign LORD God, as we read and study Ezekiel, please show us Your glory. We know there 
are none compared to You, but You have chosen in these last days to reveal the radiance of  Your 
glory through Your Son. The world missed Your glory when He came to dwell among us, and still 
does. As You did with Ezekiel, please reveal as much of  Yourself  to us as we can handle. May we 
see Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15
"According to the grace of  God given to me, like a skilled builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building 
upon it. Let each one take care how he builds on it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." 

Reading this passage reminds me of  Matthew 7:24-27. We all know the parable of  the wise man 
and the foolish man who build their houses on very different foundations. The wise man builds his 
house on rock, and the foolish man builds on sand. As always happens, when the storm comes, 
only the solid foundations hold. As you examine this parable, notice the difference between the 
two: one builder "does them" and the other builder "does not do them." Jesus says there are those 
who hear His words and "do them" and there are those who hear His words and "do not do 
them." That decision of  obedience is what differentiates the outcome of  the builders' lives. 

Paul carries that analogy a step further by saying you can build on the "rock" foundation but with 
unsuitable material. Paul does not directly say it, but he would agree the problem arises because of  
those who hear the words of  Jesus and "do not do them." 

Lord Jesus, I do not want to be just a hearer of  Your Word, I want to be a doer. Holy Spirit, always 
remind me of  what material I am using to build my life. I desire the work of  my life to survive the 
fiery test. I want the reward which only comes through the obedience of  faith. 
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August 30 
1 SAMUEL 23, 1 CORINTHIANS 4, EZEKIEL 2, PSALM 38

1 Samuel 23:14-16
Do you spend much time thinking about what God gives and doesn't give? We know "Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of  lights" (James 1:17), but 
do you consider the things God does not give as a "good gift?" 

Notice in this passage, God did not give David into Saul's hand, but He did give him Jonathan. 
When I think of  what God didn't give me, my mind runs to items such as a job I wanted or my 
lack of  any musical talent. Foolish stuff ! But I rarely think of  things God didn't give like ungodly 
parents or a quarrelsome wife.  

Do you have a Jonathan in your life? Maybe a better question is: "Are you a Jonathan in someone 
else's life?" While David is running from Saul, Jonathan came and encouraged him to be strong in 
his faith in God. The writer of  Hebrews says it like this, "Let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of  some, but 
encouraging one another, all the more as you see the Day drawing near." (Hebrews 10:24) 

In Acts 4:36, a man named Joseph is introduced, but He is never referred to by that name again in 
Scripture. We know him as Barnabas, which means son of  encouragement. Can you imagine no 
longer being referred to by your given name but as "son/daughter of  encouragement?" 

Father, thank You for being a sovereign, all-knowing, and good God. Thank You for providing 
what I truly need, and protecting me from so many detrimental things I never even consider. 
Thank You for the Jonathan's in my life; may I be a Barnabas to Your children. 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5
How should believers regard or see those sent by God to speak His Word? Paul, using the example 
of  himself, Apollos, and Peter, says we should consider them servants of  Christ and stewards of  the 
mysteries of  God. 

Reading this passage, I thought of  Ezekiel and God's calling him boldly to declare, "Thus says the 
LORD God." He was to speak God's Word knowing many of  those to whom he was talking were 
briers, thorns, and scorpions. By doing as God instructed, "they will know that a prophet has been 
among them." 

Paul, like Ezekiel, knew stewards of  God's Word must be faithful. It is God alone who would judge 
His stewards, even though it seems many others will pass judgment. Uniquely, stewards are to fear 
God rather than man. They are not to be concerned about opinions except the Lord's. In Romans 
14:4 Paul describes the situation like this, "Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of  
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is 
able to make him stand." 
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August 31 
1 SAMUEL 24, 1CORINTHIANS 5, EZEKIEL 3, PSALM 39 

1 Samuel 24:5
"David was conscience-stricken for having cut off  a corner of  his robe." (NIV) 

Saul was doing everything in his power to kill David. David's conscience bothered him about 
cutting off  a small piece of  Saul's robe? This does not appear to be that big a deal, does it? How 
seared is my conscience, but Proverbs 24:21 says, "Fear the LORD and the king, and do not join 
with those who do otherwise." Romans 13:1 says, "Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God." In the same passage, Romans 13:5 says, "Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to 
avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of  conscience." Titus 3:1 says, "Be submissive to rulers and 
authorities." 1 Peter 2:13-17 says, "Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme or to governors as sent by him.....Honor everyone. Love 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor."  

David's response was very Scriptural. 

LORD God, forgive my attitude of  questioning authority. As the Sovereign LORD, there is no 
authority except from You. Holy Spirit, if  the actions of  those in authority are deserving of  a 
challenge, please teach me when and how to respond.  

Ezekiel 3:17-21
I have spoken before of  passages of  Scripture that force me to stop. This passage is one of  those.  

As a watchman, chosen by God, Ezekiel is to warn both the wicked and the righteous. Whatever 
the LORD told him to say, Ezekiel was to say to all of  Israel. If  he failed to caution them of  the 
danger and they die, God will hold him responsible. If, however, he warns them as God instructs 
and they die, he will save himself. Ezekiel is accountable to faithfully speak not only as a warning 
for the hearer but as security for his soul. Ezekiel is responsible to give God's warning. The decision 
of  repentance is upon the hearer.  

So, the question seems to be, "Who is a watchman?" Is this message only for Ezekiel, or is it for all 
believers? It sure would be simpler if  this is just for Ezekiel, wouldn't it? Ezekiel is the only prophet 
identified as a watchman, however, Hosea 9:8 says, "The prophet is the watchman of  Ephraim 
with my God." 

In Acts 20:26 Paul, speaking to the elders of  the church at Ephesus, says, "I testify to you this day 
that I am innocent of  the blood of  all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel 
of  God." Hebrews 13:17 says, "Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will give account." So, prophets, apostles, and shepherds/pastors/
elders are watchmen. Proverbs 31:27, speaking of  the excellent wife, says, "She looks well to the 
ways of  her household and does not eat the bread of  idleness." The word translated "look" is the 
same Hebrew word in Ezekiel for "watchman." So, an excellent wife is a watchman over her 
household.  

Whew, that leaves me out! Or does it? 1 Peter 5:8 says, "Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour." So, for whom 
am I to be watchful? Just myself ?  

Judge of  all the earth, the One who discerns the thought and intents of  man's heart, please give 
me a watchman's heart, eye, and mouth. I pray that for all Your children. You have placed people 
in our care and under our authority. Please cause us to see them from Your perspective with an eye 
toward eternity. Please provide whatever we need to be your watchmen, even if  it is a hard 
forehead. 
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September 1 
1 SAMUEL 25, 1 CORINTHIANS 6, EZEKIEL 4, PSALM 40-41

1 Samuel 25:32 
"Blessed be the LORD, the God of  Israel, who sent you this day to meet me!" 

1 Samuel 25:3 introduces us to Abigail and describes her as discerning and beautiful. Her 
discernment is proven by how she averts David's anger. David wisely accepts her counsel and 
acknowledges the LORD sent her to protect him from rashly seeking vengeance against Nabal.  

After Nabal refused to admit David and his men's protection and mocked his request for them to 
participate in the feast, David was prepared to quickly settle the account by destroying not just 
Nabal but his household. However, discerning and beautiful Abigail interceded on Nabal's behalf.  

Notice Abigail's plea to David - she began by asking David to hold her alone guilty for the offense 
of  her husband. Abigail admits to her husband's foolishness and David's willingness to seek 
revenge because of  Nabal's mockery. Then, she reminds David of  all the LORD is doing, has 
done, and will do for him. She reminds him of  the LORD delivering Goliath into his hand with a 
sling. It is the LORD who sent her to stop David from exacting his own justice. It is the LORD 
who will reward him with the kingdom. Abigail interrupts David and turns his thoughts from 
vengeance to the LORD his God. David agrees with her argument and accepts her gift. 

In the previous chapter, David's response to Saul was very different from the actions he prepared 
for Nabal. In 1 Samuel 24, Saul recognized David had repaid his evil with good by not taking his 
life. When Nabal repaid David's good with evil, David planned to take Nabal's family's lives. 
Compared to Saul's attempt to take David's life, Nabal's insults seem trivial. Looking back at 
chapter 24 we see David ask the LORD to judge between him and Saul, and requested that the 
LORD avenge him rather than seeking revenge himself. In chapter 25, David didn't have this 
attitude with Nabal until Abigail interceded. 

In Romans 12:19-21 (NIV) Paul says, "Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's 
wrath, for it is written: 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay says, the LORD.'" God acts very quickly in 
the case of  David and Nabal's dispute, doesn't he? When Abigail told Nabal of  David's plan, the 
NLT says he had a stroke, was paralyzed, and ten days later the LORD struck him dead. Paul 
concludes Romans 12 by saying, "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." 
Abigail was married to a man who was harsh, mean, and a fool, but instead of  becoming like her 
husband, she learned the lesson of  overcoming evil with good. 

Doesn't Abigail's statement, "On me alone, my lord, be the guilt" remind you of  someone else? 
Isn't that exactly the attitude of  Jesus? To protect His family, He alone took the punishment for 
their guilt on the cross. Abigail trusted in both God and David's mercy when she made that 
statement, but Jesus' response was, "Not my will, but yours, be done" knowing full well the Father's 
will was His sacrificial death—accepting the full wrath of  God for the guilt of  His children. 

LORD Jesus, I want to see You in the Old Testament. Thank You for the example of  Abigail. 
Thank You for sending wise and appropriate counsel into my life from several discerning and 
beautiful women. May I respond to their Scriptural advice, like David, and glorify You. 
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September 2 
1 SAMUEL 26, 1 CORINTHIANS 7, EZEKIEL 5, PSALM 42-43

Ezekiel 5
LORD, reading Your judgments of  Israel reminds me that You and Your judgments are just. You 
are always right in all You do. Even so, these passages always leave me saddened. I find them 
disturbing on several levels.  

I wonder how the Israelite's could abandon You!? After seeing Your hand, Your capacity to protect 
and deliver, they still went their own way. Why forsake the One True God? It is Your Name they 
sully. It is Your glory they demean. It is Your worthiness they reject. How could they?  

I also feel sorry for them. I have nothing with which to compare this punishment—the devastation 
of  all the Israelites knew. Even the remnant of  the faithful went through this time of  destruction 
and persecution.  

After these questions, I must come back to the root of  my questioning—am I so different from 
them? I can only conclude I am worse than they are. I have more understanding of  the vast 
mystery of  Your good news. I have the Holy Spirit living within me, yet I, too, can so quickly 
abandon Your ways and fail to acknowledge Your name as worthy of  my all.  

Forgive me, Father, and quickly remind me of  who You are and who I am in Your Son, Jesus. May 
I be quick to repent. 

Ezekiel 5:13 
"They shall know that I am the LORD." 

In Ezekiel, this is the first time the LORD makes this statement. This knowledge comes primarily 
from His judgment. "They shall know that I am the LORD" is the primary theme of  Ezekiel. As 
we read this book, you will see this statement repeatedly until Ezekiel 40.  

Chapters 40-48 record his last vision of  God which concludes with the statement "The name of  
the city from that time on shall be, The LORD Is There." This city is the one Abraham is looking 
forward to in Hebrews 11:10; a city whose designer and builder is God. Ultimately, this is the place 
David desires in Psalm 43:3, "Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring 
me to your holy hill and to your dwelling!" Those who dwell in this city do not need to be 
reminded to know the LORD because they will live with Him forever.  

How important is it to know God? In John 17:3 Jesus says to know God is eternal life, "This is 
eternal life, that they know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom you have sent." As you 
read through the Bible next year, I would suggest attention be paid to every time "know that I am 
the LORD" is stated. You will be surprised. 

LORD, my God, I want to know You. May it be true of  us that we understand YHWH is our 
God. Whatever it takes LORD! Whatever it takes. Please, Lord would it be true that You know me.  

1 Corinthians 7:1-9
"But because of  the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his wife and each woman her own 
husband." 

In all of  Scripture, there is only one God-given solution to the problem of  sexual desire. Marriage 
is God’s answer to sexual immorality. If  they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry, for it 
is better to marry than to burn with passion. 
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September 3 
1 SAMUEL 27, 1 CORINTHIANS 8, EZEKIEL 6, PSALM 44

1 Samuel 27:1 
"Now I shall perish one day by the hand of  Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should escape to the land 
of  the Philistines." 

What could have happened to David? How did he become so convinced of  Saul killing him that 
he went to Achish again for protection?  

Remember the first time, in 1 Samuel 21:10-15, when David sought protection from Saul by going 
to Achish, the king of  Gath? David became so concerned that Achish might take his life, he started 
acting insane by scratching on doors and drooling down his beard, but here he is again allowing his 
dread, anxiety, and fear of  Saul to cause him to turn to Achish once more.  

David going to Achish is a drastic reversal of  David's faith in the LORD's ability to protect him 
and make him the king of  Israel. Over the last few chapters, God has shown His strong arm of  
protection not only to David but others. Saul himself  acknowledged God protection of  David. In 1 
Samuel 24:20 Saul said, "I know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of  Israel shall 
be established in your hand." Abigail recognized God's activity in David's life. In 1 Samuel 
25:28-29 she says, "For the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house...the life of  my lord 
shall be bound in the bundle of  the living in the care of  the LORD your God." Even Abishai was 
willing to go with David to the center of  Saul's camp because he understood God's care of  David, 
but, for some reason, David could not see the LORD's hand at this time.  

Don't you know David was tired of  running, even with the encouragement of  those around him? 
Could it be because his family, the Ziphites, from the tribe of  Judah, had recently given him up to 
Saul? Did his lack of  faith in man affect his trust in God?  

Has that ever happened to you? Have friends and relatives seen God's action in your life when you 
were blind to the fact? When I finally acknowledged the call of  God on my life to fulfill the role of  
pastor, a surprising number of  people made comments such as, "What took you so long? It has 
been obvious for a long time this was where God was directing you."  

Paul understood the likelihood of  believers struggling just as David did. Five times Paul says, "do 
not lose heart" or "let us not grow weary." The Greek word Paul used is enkakeo which means "to 
cease wrongly."  

When Paul says, "Brothers, do not grow weary in doing good" (2 Thessalonians 3:13) or, "I ask you 
not to lose heart over what I am suffering" (Ephesians 3:13), he is encouraging them not to stop 
trusting God because it would be wrong. It seems that David grew weary and lost heart even 
though those around him knew God was doing what He promised.  

LORD God, who knows the secrets of  the heart? Thank You for allowing us to see David struggle, 
even though he was a man after Your own heart. We know even when we lose heart or grow weary, 
You never do. We are aware You never need to rouse Yourself. You are the Watchman who never 
sleeps. Holy Spirit, when the circumstances of  life cause us to lose heart, please surround us with 
Your encouragement and fellow believers who see Your activity and encourage us to see it as well. 
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September 4 
1 SAMUEL 28, 1 CORINTHIANS 9, EZEKIEL 7, PSALM 45

1 Corinthians 9:1-19
"Am I not as free as anyone else?...Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people 
to bring many to Christ." (1 Corinthians 9:1-19 NLT) 

Paul makes a profound statement about how Christians are different from the world. He proclaims 
his freedom, and then several verses later will declare that for the sake of  Christ, he has set his 
freedom aside and become a slave to all people. 

As you read this passage, notice the use of  the word "right." Paul asks the questions, "Do we not 
have the right to eat and drink? Do we not have the right to take a believing wife...Is it only 
Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living?" Of  everyone in the world, 
who has the fewest rights? I suggest the answer is a slave. Isn't that the definition of  slavery, since a 
slave is one who is entirely subservient; a person who is the legal property of  another and is forced 
to obey them? So for the sake of  the Gospel of  Jesus Christ, Paul has rejected his rights. 

If  you look at 1 Corinthians 6-8, Paul discusses the issue of  rights in each chapter? Since we live in 
a culture where individual rights are paramount, it seems worthwhile to examine Paul's discussion. 

In 1 Corinthians 6:1-9, while discussing one believer suing another Paul says, "To have lawsuits at 
all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be 
defrauded?" Rather than suing another believer, thereby demeaning the name of  Jesus, it is better 
to trust God and accept the loss. 

Jesus says something similar in Matthew 5:40-45, "If  anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let 
him have your cloak as well...Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be sons of  your father who is in heaven." According to Jewish Law (Exodus 22:26), you never 
keep someone's cloak which might be all he has to keep warm, but Jesus said it is better to display 
your love for an enemy by giving up both your tunic and cloak "so that you may be sons of  your 
Father who is in heaven." It is better to be a son of  God and to live like one than to have a cloak 
and a tunic. 

While discussing marriage in 1 Corinthians 7:1-4, Paul says believing spouses do not even have the 
authority or right over their own body; that right belongs to their spouse. 

In 1 Corinthians 8, Paul examines the right of  believers to eat meat offered to idols. Paul begins his 
discussion by saying everyone has some knowledge about this subject. The important thing for 
believers to remember is that our understanding can lead to pride which God despises. Instead of  
our wisdom, we should respond based on God's love. 

Since idols have no real existence, eating meat offered to one is not wrong. However, some 
believers have not come to that understanding. Therefore, acting out of  love to protect a "weak" 
believer, requires a "strong" believer not to eat that meat. Believers have the right to eat meat 
offered to idols, but "take care that this right of  yours does not somehow become a stumbling block 
to the weak." Paul goes on to say eating the meat would be sinning against the "weak" believer 
which in effect is sinning against Christ. 

Since, like Paul, I, too, am a free man, how am I to apply my rights? "For freedom, Christ has set 
us free, stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of  slavery." (Galatians 5:1) 

Later, in chapter nine, Paul explains how he uses his rights or freedom, "I have become all things to 
all people, that by all means I might save some." By that, he means when in Jerusalem with 
observant Jews, Paul was free to follow the Law. In Corinth, he did not observe Jewish Law (like 
circumcision), but lived under the Law of  Christ. When with those whose conscience would be 
distressed by eating meat offered to idols, he used his freedom not to eat the meat. With those who 
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understood there was only one God, and idols did not exist, Paul used his freedom to eat meat 
offered to idols. 

As believers, we are free in Christ Jesus, but because of  our love of  God and our neighbor, we use 
our rights, not for ourselves but to glorify Him and bless those He puts in our lives. 

Loving and Good God, thank You for the freedom I have because of  Your grace provided by the 
sacrifice of  Jesus, my Lord, and Savior. His freedom led Him to the cross. May mine lead me to 
take up my cross and follow Him. 
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September 5 
1 SAMUEL 29-30, 1 CORINTHIANS 10, EZEKIEL 8, PSALM 46-47

1 Samuel 30:6-8
"David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of  stoning him, because all the people were bitter in soul, each for 
his sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself  in the LORD his God." 

How do you strengthen yourself  in the LORD your God? David did so by seeking God's 
instruction. He called for Abiathar to bring the ephod, which held the Urim and Thummim, with 
which the Israelites sought God's direction. Moses, speaking of  Joshua in Numbers 27:18-21 said, 
"He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him the judgment of  the Urim 
before the LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and 
all the people of  Israel." God provided the ephod as a means to communicate with His people. 

The last time David sought God's counsel was in 1 Samuel 23:9-12, shortly after Doeg had killed 
all the priests of  Nob at Saul's command. Abiathar, the only priest to survive, brought the ephod 
with him when he escaped. At that time, David sought God's direction on whether to stay in 
Keilah or to flee before Saul arrived. At about this same time, Jonathan came to David and 
"strengthened his hand in God." From that time until this, there is no mention of  David seeking 
God's direction or of  anyone encouraging him in the LORD. The possible exception is Abigail's 
statement in 1 Samuel 25:24-26. Since David lived in the Philistine country with Achish for 16 
months, it had been quite some time since David had sought God's instruction. 

When do you strengthen yourself  in the LORD? David did so when he was greatly distressed 
because his men were discussing stoning him. David's decisions while not seeking God's counsel 
put his men in harm's way. They were living with the enemy, the Philistines, while annihilating the 
Geshurites, Girzites, and Amalekites. Now the consequences of  David's decisions come not just on 
his men but their families. The Hebrew root word for distressed means to restrict, to bind, or 
confine. David found himself  in a bind with his options limited, and he was about to be confined 
by his men. Of  course, he was distressed, so, he turned to the LORD. Do you only strengthen 
yourself  in the LORD in desperate situations? 

Saul faced a similar situation in 1 Samuel 28:15, "Samuel said to Saul, 'Why have you disturbed 
me by bringing me up?' Saul answered, 'I am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring 
against me, and God has turned away from me and answers me no more, either by prophets or by 
dreams.'" When the consequences of  Saul's decisions left him in a distressful situation, God chose 
not to answer his query. 

We are blessed to see David's maturing faith in God. The same man who would go months without 
consulting God or have anyone strengthen him in the LORD would learn to say: 

O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice, in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and 
watch. Psalm 5:3 

Blessed be the LORD who daily bears us up; God is our salvation. Psalm 68:19 

I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. Psalm 34:1 

Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from my mother's womb. 
My praise is continually of  you. Psalm 71:6 

I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless you 
and praise your name forever and ever. Psalm 145:1-2 

O LORD, forgive me for coming to You only in distress, when the consequences of  my decisions 
bear their fruit. I want my faith to mature as David's. May the words of  his Psalms be the words of  
my mouth. 
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September 6 
1 SAMUEL 31, 1 CORINTHIANS 11, EZEKIEL 9, PSALM 48

Psalm 48:1-2
"Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of  our God! His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation is the 
joy of  all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of  the great King." 

Isn't the juxtaposition of  Psalm 48 and Ezekiel 9 shocking? Psalm 48 is joyful praise to the great 
King and His city, the City of  God, the city He would establish forever. After just reading what 
God is planning for Jerusalem in Ezekiel 9, it seems inevitable to ask, "What happened?" 

Ezekiel 8 explains the reason for God's judgment as described in Ezekiel 9. The Spirit brought 
Ezekiel to Jerusalem to show him the great abominations taking place, both in the Temple and in 
the city. The worship of  other god's in His Temple and royal city provoked God's jealousy. In 
Exodus 34:14, God warned, "You shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God." The elders were worshiping the god's of  Egypt with the censer's and 
incense designed for the exclusive worship of  YHWH, the women wept for Tammuz, a Syrian 
idol, and men were worshiping the sun between the Temple porch and the altar.  

In Ezekiel 9:3 we see the beginning of  the glory of  God leaving the Temple by moving from the 
cherub surrounding the ark of  the covenant to the door. In Ezekiel 11:22-23 the Spirit departs not 
just from the Temple but the city itself, but before He goes, He pronounces judgment on 
Jerusalem. The executioners were to kill everyone who did not have the mark on their forehead. 
Ezekiel's vision is the destruction of  Jerusalem which Jeremiah lived through. Just as Jeremiah 
mourned for Jerusalem so, too, did Ezekiel. He was concerned the wrath of  God would destroy 
even the remnant of  Jerusalem. 

In Ezekiel 9:4, those who sigh and groan over the abomination of  Israel were to be spared. God 
protected those who actively grieved for the sin of  their nation. Does the sin in your life, and the 
sin of  our country cause you to mourn? In Matthew 5:4 Jesus promised, "Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted."  

Psalm 48:11 says, "Let the daughters of  Judah rejoice because of  your judgments!" Yet, the 
description of  the coming judgment in Ezekiel 9 brings none. We know God's judgments are just 
and right, but as Hebrews 11:31 says, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of  the living God." 

LORD God whose name is Jealous, may we be as jealous for Your Name as You are. Holy Spirit, 
please convict and cause us to mourn the sin in our lives. Please do not let us become apathetic to 
the sin of  our nation. Lord Jesus, we know You are the great King of  Psalm 48. Thank You for the 
promise of  a new Jerusalem in which will dwell those on whom You write Your Name. The holy 
city You have prepared is like a bride adorned for her husband.  

270

https://www.esv.org/1+Samuel+31,1+Corinthians+11,Ezekiel+9,Psalm+48
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+48:1-2
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+48
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+9
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+48
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+9
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+8
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+9
https://www.esv.org/Exodus+34:14
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+9:3
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+11:22-23
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+9:4
https://www.esv.org/Matthew+5:4
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+48:11
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+9
https://www.esv.org/Hebrews+11:31
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+48


September 7 
2 SAMUEL 1, 1 CORINTHIANS 12, EZEKIEL 10, PSALM 49

Psalm 49
"They cannot redeem themselves from death by paying a ransom to God. Redemption does not come so easily, for no 
one can ever pay enough to live forever and never see the grave." (Psalm 49:7-9 NLT) 

Do you think more about your physical well-being or your spiritual health? Psalm 49 is one of  
many passages that force us to contemplate the fact that each of  us faces death unless Jesus comes 
again before that occurs. It does not matter whether we have made a name for ourselves or not. 
We are like sheep with death being the shepherd. 

"But as for me, God will redeem my life. He will snatch me from the power of  the grave." Psalm 
49:15 (NLT) The Psalmist uses that statement as a loud and clear call for hope in a Psalm that 
offers no other. 

When I was young, there were three topics not discussed openly: politics, sex, and death. In our 
generation the only one that remains confidential is death. Perhaps we as believers should broach 
the subject more often, so we too could exclaim, "God has redeemed my life! He has snatched me 
from the power of  the grave!" Who knows, it may be a great conversation starter to discuss who 
and how death has been swallowed up in victory. 

Lord Jesus, only in You has death lost its sting. Lord, stir those in whom that is true to proclaim 
victory in You faithfully. You alone are the ransom. Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 12:7
"To each is given the manifestation of  the Spirit for the common good." 

I intentionally placed this after the comment on Psalm 49. While considering the question about 
the priority of  physical versus spiritual well-being, my mind went back to Paul's discussion of  the 
gifts of  the Spirit. Since the Spirit has given each believer spiritual gifts, my thought was, "Have I 
used and developed my spiritual gifts as I have my physical gifts?" 

I must confess, for most of  my life, I have used my physical giftedness to provide for me and mine. 
Spiritual gifts are for the benefit of  the Body of  Christ. Have I been selfish in developing and using 
my physical gifts to the detriment of  the gifts the Holy Spirit gave me? 

I suspect if  believers discussed each other's physical abilities we could easily point those out to each 
other. Do you think an evaluation of  our spiritual gifts would be as easy? 

Matthew 25 is a lengthy explanation of  the Kingdom of  Heaven. After discussing the ten virgins, 
Jesus talks about a man who gave each of  his slaves talents, which are described as his property. 
(Matthew 25:14) Some of  the slaves used the gifts for the benefit of  the master and one did not. It 
did not go well for the slave who did nothing with the owner's property. The last section of  
Matthew 25 describes Jesus' return to claim His Kingdom. As all the nations gather in His 
presence, Jesus invites some to participate in their inheritance and some He sent into eternal 
punishment. The basis of  His decision is what each group did for Him. When each group explains 
they never had an opportunity to do anything for Him, Jesus answers, "As you did it to one of  the 
least of  my brothers, you did it to me." 

Since the gifts of  the Spirit are His property given to us for the benefit of  His Church, how 
important is the development and use of  our spiritual gifts? 

Holy Spirit, thank You for the spiritual gifts You have given me. I want to value them as You do 
and use them in my Lord's service as God my Father would empower me for His glory and the 
benefit of  His children. 
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September 8 
2 SAMUEL 2, 1 CORINTHIANS 13, EZEKIEL 11, PSALM 50 

Psalm 50
"Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!" (Psalm 50:5) 

There is a day coming when Jesus, The Mighty One, God the LORD, will summon all the nations, 
the living and the dead, to stand before Him as Judge. On that day He will not be silent. He will 
come with trumpet blasts as a consuming fire surrounded by a mighty storm.  

Don't we all need that regular reminder? It is so easy to live each day as if  it was just like any other, 
but each of  those "average" days brings us a step closer to the day we stand before the Judge. 

As you know, when I read I always pay attention to the names and descriptions of  the Church. 
Verse 5 is an exceptional one. Jesus describes us as His faithful ones who have entered into the 
covenant of  sacrifice. In a few verses, He is going to explain the acceptable sacrifice for His faithful 
ones, but before we examine that let's look at the Judge's sacrifice. 

From experience, when I have stood before a judge, I have hoped for one who was at least 
empathetic; that is not always the case, but this Judge is so much more. He has already paid the 
penalty for our disobedience to the Law and offers forgiveness as a gift to those who will accept. 
What a gracious Judge! 

The sacrifice Judge Jesus requires is more than the outward ritualistic observance of  the Law. That 
type of  sacrifice is just returning what is already His. His faithful ones observe the spirit of  the Law 
from the heart. Out of  love and thankfulness for a giving and forgiving Judge, they respond with a 
sacrifice of  thanksgiving.  

Jesus has a lengthy list of  charges to bring against those who refuse His gracious offer of  
forgiveness. He accuses them of  hypocrisy. They know his instructions and even speak them, but all 
their actions reveal a hatred and disgust for both His discipline and His Word. They make the 
mistake of  thinking He is just like them. They have made God in their image instead of  realizing 
He has made them in His.  

He will no longer remain silent. He is ready to pronounce judgment, but notice verse 22. The NLT 
translates it like this: "Repent, all you who forget me or I will tear you apart, and no one will help 
you." Who has ever seen a judge like this? Even as He is ready to declare His final judgment, He 
cries out one more time "Repent, for the kingdom of  God is at hand."  

He holds out the offer to those who honor Him with a sacrifice of  thanks. The Judge who paid the 
price for their salvation continues to make the offer. 

Jesus, The Mighty One, God the LORD, it is to You we offer a sacrifice of  thankful praise. You are 
the Most High who humbled Himself  and became poor so we could be rich in You. It is Your 
sacrifice as the Lamb of  God who takes away the sin of  the world. Thank You. 
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September 9 
2 SAMUEL 3, 1 CORINTHIANS 14, EZEKIEL 12, PSALM 51

Ezekiel 12:22-28 
In this passage, the LORD declares two sayings of  that day to be lies. Both proverbs concern the 
Truth of  His Word spoken by His prophets. 

The first, in verse 22 says, "What is this proverb that you have about the land of  Israel, saying, 
'The days grow long, and every vision comes to nothing?" Those who are mocking Ezekiel, indeed 
God, are saying, "We have heard this for a long time but nothing he says ever happens." 

The second is in verse 27, "The vision that he sees is for many days from now, and he prophesies 
of  times far off." This statement is the second chorus of  the first verse: "Just in case what he says 
comes true it won't be in our life. So, don't worry." 

This attitude was not new. Both Isaiah and Jeremiah heard the same thing. Isaiah 5:19 (NLT) says, 
"They even mock God and say, 'Hurry up and do something! We want to see what you can do." 
Jeremiah 5:12-13 (NLT) says, "They have lied about the LORD and said, 'He won't bother us! No 
disasters will come upon us...God's prophets are all windbags who don't really speak for him." 
Even in Malachi's day, long after the exiles returned from Babylon, there were those who mocked 
God's declarations. In Malachi 2:17, following a lengthy discussion about God's lack of  response, 
the people ask, "Where is the God of  justice?"  

After all the prophecies of  the Messiah in the Old Testament were fulfilled in Jesus, God's Word 
was still mocked. Don't you know there were those who questioned the validity of  Jesus' statement 
concerning the devastation of  Jerusalem and the Temple in Matthew 24:2 and Luke 19:44? He 
said the destruction would be so complete there would not be one stone left on top of  another. You 
know the apostles proclaimed the coming destruction, but it didn't happen for forty years. In 2 
Peter 3:2-4, Peter addresses the issue of  the critic's responses to God's spokesmen: "Remember the 
predictions of  the holy prophets...scoffers will come in the last days...They will say, 'Where is the 
promise of  his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were 
from the beginning of  creation.'"  

So, we should not be surprised at God's Word being mocked and scorned today. My responsibility, 
as a disciple of  Jesus Christ, is to live my life based on His instruction, believing everything He says 
will come true. How long was it after God told Noah to build an ark until He brought the flood? 
How long did His prophets warn of  the coming deportation to Babylon before it happened? I am 
not to allow the passage of  time to influence my trust in God doing what He says He will do. 

Peter later says, "The LORD is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance." (2 Peter 3:9) 

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the ultimate fulfillment of  all God's promises. You are the "Yes" to all 
His promises, and our "Amen" for His glory. Holy Spirit, strengthen Jesus' disciples to remain 
steadfast in the face of  mockery and scorn. Teach us to faithfully use the gift of  faith as we speak 
Your Truth. 
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September 10 
2 SAMUEL 4-5, 1 CORINTHIANS 15, EZEKIEL 13, PSALM 52-54

2 Samuel 5:3 
"So all the elders of  Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before 
the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel." 

There are so many lessons to be learned from David's life! We know there were moments when 
David thought this day would never come. Remember when he told Jonathan he was only a step 
away from death? David fled to the Philistines twice because of  fear for his life, but the LORD did 
for David precisely what He promised. As we have read the events of  his life though, doesn't it 
seem to have taken a long time?  

The lesson for me in David finally becoming king of  Israel is the manner in which he attained the 
position. David waited on the LORD rather than taking action himself, unlike Sarah and 
Abraham who thought God needed a little help fulfilling His promise of  a son.  

David rejected every opportunity to make himself  king. How many times could he have taken 
Saul's life to achieve God's promise? Even when Ishbosheth, a man unfit or unable to fight the 
Philistines with his father and brothers, was declared the king of  Israel, David refused to contend 
for the title. 

I want to attribute my unwillingness to wait on a culture of  instant gratification or being raised to 
believe, "If  you want it done right, do it yourself," but the truth is, I am selfish. When I want 
something, and think I should have it or deserve it, I want it right now. I certainly don't want to 
wait as long as David did to become king. 

Psalm 27:14, a psalm of  David says, "Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take 
courage; wait for the LORD!" David didn't just say it; he lived it as he waited for the throne of  
Israel.  

The first time the Hebrew word for "wait" is used in Scripture is Genesis 49:18 - "I wait for your 
salvation, O LORD." Jacob makes this statement at the end of  life as he is pronouncing a blessing 
on his sons. David uses the same word in Psalm 69:6, "Let not those who hope in you be put to 
shame through me." The word "hope" and "wait" are the same Hebrew word. In Hebrews 9:28, 
we are told Christ Jesus is coming a second time "to save those who are eagerly waiting for him." 

Sovereign King and my Lord, expectantly I wait for You to save me! Forgive me for waiting and 
hoping for Your future return, but refusing to wait on You today. Forgive me for thinking I must act 
when it seems You are slow in doing so. I confess my impatience, selfishness, pride, and lust instead 
of  waiting hopefully and expectantly for Your daily provision of  all I need. Thank You for all the 
promises made to those who wait on You. 

2 Samuel 5:12 
"And David knew that the LORD had established him king over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of  
his people Israel."  

David knew it was God who elevated and established him as king. Man's natural tendency is to 
think his achievements are due to his wisdom or skill rather than the LORD raising him up for His 
purpose. David also knew God raised him up for His people's sake. Often leaders think they are to 
be the primary beneficiaries of  their position rather than to be a benefit to others. This attitude is 
more evidence of  David having a heart after God. 
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September 11 
2 SAMUEL 6, 1 CORINTHIANS 16, EZEKIEL 14, PSALM 55 

Ezekiel 14:3
"Son of  man, these leaders have set up idols in their hearts. They have embraced things that will make them fall into 
sin. Why should I listen to their request." (Ezekiel 14:3 NLT) 

This passage causes us to rethink our understanding of  idols, doesn't it? Previously, in Scripture 
idols were material objects. The first use of  a household god, or idol, is found in Genesis 31:19 
when Rachel stole Laban's household gods. In verse 34, Rachel hides them in her saddle. 
Deuteronomy 29:17-18, says, "You have seen their detestable things, their idols of  wood and stone, 
of  silver and gold, which were among them." These idols were physical possessions. 

In Ezekiel 14:3 the LORD says the leaders of  Israel have taken them into their heart. These men 
may have the physical object at home, but God is not speaking of  a material item. The Hebrew 
idea of  the word translated as "heart" is the source of  life in the inner man. From the heart came a 
man's thoughts, feelings, and volition. God is saying these leaders, by setting up idols in their heart, 
have made false gods the basis for their ideas, opinions, and will instead of  Him. Jeremiah 17:10 
says, "I the LORD search the heart and test the mind." So He knows each of  our hearts. 

Can't you understand God's question, "Why should I listen to their request?" After all, He told the 
Israelites, "You shall have no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3), and "Love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might." (Deuteronomy 6:5) 

When we read the Bible and think of  idols only as physical or material objects, it is easy to 
convince ourselves we have nothing to worry about because we are not idolaters. We don't worship 
anything like that, but the understanding of  idols of  the heart being anything we have embraced as 
the basis of  our thoughts, emotions, and will changes that understanding.  

If, like me, you have difficulty determining the idols of  your heart, Jesus gives us a helpful verse. In 
Luke 6:45 He says, "The good person out of  the good treasure of  his heart produces good, and the 
evil person out of  his evil treasure produces evil, for out of  the abundance of  the heart his mouth 
speaks." This test for idols, which can be quite stealthy, is to pay close attention to what flows out of  
your mouth. What do you talk about the most? If  you have trouble answering that question, ask 
someone close to you because I promise they will know.  

Another verse to use as a test is Ephesians 5:5, "For you may be sure of  this, that everyone who is 
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 
kingdom of  Christ and God." Colossians 3:5 says the same thing. Don't you find it of  interest that 
the first commandment "Thou shall have no other god's before me" and the last commandment 
"You shall not covet...." address the same issue - idolatry? God promises He will meet our every 
need if  we seek Him and His Kingdom before everything else. What do you want, and are willing 
to do almost anything to get? Quite likely an idol. 
  
Both Paul and John warn us against idolatry. Please know they are not speaking of  physical objects. 
"Therefore, my beloved, flee idolatry" (1 Corinthians 10:14) "Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols." (1 John 5:21) 

Lord God, You are very clear; there is no ambiguity in Your Word concerning the place You 
deserve. There is no God but You. Everything and everyone else is incapable of  fulfilling Your 
position. Lord Jesus, it is to You that every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue will confess You as LORD, to the glory of  God the Father. Holy Spirit, 
please give us eyes to see anything we place before Jesus in our lives. Cause us to see what we are 
embracing that will cause us to sin. Strengthen our will to put to death what is earthly within us. 
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September 12 
2 SAMUEL 7, 2 CORINTHIANS 1, EZEKIEL 15, PSALM 56-57

2 Samuel 7:6-11 
"I have never lived in a house, from the day I brought the Israelites out of  Egypt until this very day. I have always 
moved from one place to another with a tent and a Tabernacle as my dwelling." (2 Samuel 7:6 NLT) 

Have you ever thought of  the Lord as a sojourner? Isn't "I have always moved about from one 
place to another with a tent...as my dwelling" a fitting definition of  a sojourner? Can you imagine 
the creator of  the universe living in a tent? What a humble God we worship and serve! While He 
was a humble tent dweller, false gods had houses. Recently, we read about the house of  Dagon (1 
Samuel 5:2) and the house of  Baal-Berith (Judges 9:4). All that time He never complained or asked 
them, "Why haven't you built me a beautiful cedar house?" 
  
Not only do we worship and serve a humble God, but He is also merciful. Instead of  wanting a 
house for Himself, He promises to establish a kingdom for David through his offspring that will last 
forever. This kingdom will be a place of  rest with no enemies or violent men afflicting the people.  

We know from Scripture there was an extended period when Israel did not have a king from 
David's lineage ruling the nation, but the Israelites waited expectantly for the LORD to fulfill His 
promise. However, when He did send the Son of  David who would rule forever, they missed Him. 
They were expecting a king who lived in a palace. Certainly not one who said, "Foxes have holes 
and birds of  the air have nests, but the Son of  Man has nowhere to lay his head." (Matthew 8:20) 
They had forgotten the humble God who sojourned among them in a tent. 

In Genesis 15:13 the LORD tells Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners 
in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred 
years." Isn't that not only descriptive of  the Israelites’ stay in Egypt but Jesus' ministry in Israel? He 
was in a land not His own. In John 12:31 He said, "Now is the judgment of  this world; now will 
the ruler of  this world be cast out." He was a servant, "The Son of  Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (Matthew 20:28) Certainly, He was afflicted. In 
Matthew 20:18-19 He said, "The Son of  Man will be delivered over to the chief  priest and scribes, 
and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 
flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day." God not only dwelt among the 
Israelites in a tent, but He also lived among them in the flesh. While in the flesh he humbly 
experienced all they had suffered (and more) in Egypt.  

In John 1:14, the apostle John makes an incredible linkage between Jesus and God living in a tent 
with the Israelites: "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as the only Son from the Father, full of  grace and truth." In the Septuagint, a Greek version of  the 
Hebrew Old Testament, the Word "dwelt" and "tabernacled" are the same word. Young's Literal 
Translation says "the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us."  The LORD who 
sojourned with His people in a tent took on the "likeness of  sinful flesh" and tabernacled among 
us. 

LORD Jesus Christ, You are humble, merciful, full of  grace and truth. Thank You for humbling 
Yourself  by becoming obedient to the point of  death, even death on a cross. At Your name, I bow 
and confess to the glory of  my Father; You are Christ the LORD.  
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September 13 
2 SAMUEL 8-9, 2 CORINTHIANS 2, EZEKIEL 16, PSALM 58-59 

2 Samuel 9 
"So Mephibosheth ate at David's table, like one of  the king's sons...Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate 
always at the king's table." (2 Samuel 9:11-13) 

Doesn't this story remind you of  Joseph—from rags to riches in just a moment! The story of  
Mephibosheth is a favorite of  mine. He was crippled and broken, living in a town whose name 
means "nothing," and the king lifted him in an instant to always eat at his table "like one of  the 
king's sons." Does that remind you of  what David's Son did for you? It certainly reminds me of  
what the King did for me. 

Can you imagine the "beautiful" people that were invited to eat with the king? Beginning in 2 
Samuel 10, we will read a lot about David's "mighty men." Chapter 23 lists the top thirty along 
with many of  their heroic accomplishments. Don't you think they were regular guests at David's 
table?  

Reading Hebrews 11 reminds me of  how Mephibosheth must have felt sitting with this group. 
Mighty men and women of  the faith and I am invited to sit at the table of  the marriage supper of  
the Lamb with them!  

Thank You, Jesus, for providing me with the "wedding garment" necessary to attend Your 
marriage supper. Thank You, Father. Because of  You, I am in Christ Jesus, who became my 
wisdom of  God, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.  

2 Corinthians 2:14-16 
"Who is sufficient for these things?" (2 Corinthians 2:16) 

Isn't this the question for all disciples of  Jesus Christ? We must admit there is no way I am 
adequate for such a task. How can my life spread the fragrance of  the knowledge of  Jesus?  

Thinking about that question, I remembered the event in John 12 where Mary anointed Jesus' feet 
with expensive perfume. Imagine the fragrance that filled the house, but Judas could only think of  
what it cost him. His expressed concern was for the benefit of  the poor.  

In reality, his concern was about the lost opportunity to help himself, since he stole from the money 
given to Jesus. To those in the house who knew Jesus as the Christ, the Lamb of  God, Mary's 
fragrance was from life to life. To Judas, the same fragrance was from death to death.  

Jesus, I have no adequacy for such a task except Your Spirit at work in me. May I be like Mary and 
anoint You, not with perfume, but with word and deed to spread the fragrance that comes from 
knowing You.  

Ezekiel 16:14 
"Your renown went forth among the nations because of  your beauty, for it was perfect through the splendor I had 
bestowed on you, declares the Lord GOD."  

Israel's beauty was perfect because of  the splendor the LORD God had bestowed on her, but 
instead of  trusting in the Bestower, Israel trusted in the beauty He bestowed.  

That reminds me of  a song we used to sing called "More". Below are the words: 

MORE
More than the water 
I love the Fountain. 
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More than the warmth 
I love the Flame. 
More than green pastures 
I love the Shepherd. 
More than my life 
I love Your name. 
So here I am, take my life 
And glorify Your name! 

More than the love 
I want the Lover. 
More than the gift 
I want the Giver. 
More than the healing 
I want the Healer. 
More than this song 
You want the singer. 

So here I am, take my life 
And glorify Your name! 
And glorify Your name! 

May this be our prayer today. 
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September 14 
2 SAMUEL 10, 2 CORINTHIANS 3, EZEKIEL 17, PSALM 60-61

2 Corinthians 3:12 
"Since we have such a hope, we are very bold."  

While visiting with a young woman, Carol turned the conversation to Jesus and His Kingdom. At 
that point, the woman began talking about her church. After some discussion, Carol asked what 
about Jesus, where does He fit in your church? To which she replied, "We don't really talk about 
him." Carol responded, "Then where is your hope?" With a chuckle, the woman replied, "I guess 
we don't have any." 

What is Paul referring to when he says, "We have such a hope"? His reference point is verse three, 
where he begins explaining the confidence we have in God through the work of  Christ and His 
Spirit. Because of  the completed work of  Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit acts in the lives of  believers 
under the New Covenant, not of  the Law but the Spirit. This covenant is written on our hearts, 
not like the Old Covenant of  Law written on stone tablets. The Old Covenant was glorious, but 
the New Covenant is so much more so; it is as if  the old has no glory at all. 

John Bunyan described the difference between the two covenants like this:  
"Run, John, run, the law commands  
But gives us neither feet nor hands,  
Far better news the gospel brings;  
It bids us fly and gives us wings."  

In Bunyan's poem, the difference is the New Covenant, through the Gospel, giving believers 
"wings" which is the Holy Spirit. This fact is the reason for Paul's comment, "We have such a 
hope."  

The definition of  the Greek word for hope is looking forward with confidence to that which is 
good and beneficial. To understand hope, we must remember hope always has an object. For 
example, in the statements: "I hope the Spurs win," "I hope she likes me," "I hope they have this in 
my size," each hope makes this truth evident. The object of  each sentence is the Spurs, she and 
they. So, what is the object of  the hope to which Paul refers? 

Jeremiah 17:7 (NLT) is very succinct, "Blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made 
the LORD their hope and confidence." 
  
In today's reading, I noticed this hope in each passage. In 2 Samuel 10:9-12, Joab who is known 
more as a warrior than a worshiper of  the LORD said, "May the LORD do what seems good to 
him." In Ezekiel, which at times appears hopeless, the Lord GOD promises to plant a tree in Israel 
that will bear branches, produce fruit, become noble, and provide a dwelling for every kind of  
bird, obviously speaking of  people, not birds. In David's Psalm, you don't have to look very long to 
find the object of  his hope - "Lead me to the rock that is higher than I, for you have been my 
refuge, a strong tower against the enemy. Let me dwell in your tent forever!" (Psalm 61:2-4) 

Romans 15:4 says the people and events in the Bible were provided so we might have hope - "For 
whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of  the Scriptures we might have hope." In Titus 2:13, after describing 
the manner in which disciples of  Jesus are to live in this present age, Paul adds this instruction 
"waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of  the glory of  our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ." It seems the questions for today are: "Do you have any hope? If  so, what is the object of  
your hope?"  

My prayer for us is Romans 15:13, "May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing so that by the power of  the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope." 
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September 15 
2 SAMUEL 11, 2 CORINTHIANS 4, EZEKIEL 18, PSALM 62-63

2 Corinthians 4:13 
In 2 Corinthians 4:13, Paul quotes a portion of  Psalm 116:10 which says, "I believed, even when I 
spoke: "I am greatly afflicted." You will notice Paul does not include, "I am greatly afflicted."  

When reading the Bible, do other passages come to mind? As that happens, you gain insight into 
both portions of  Scripture. When a New Testament writer, carried along by the Holy Spirit, uses 
quotes from the Old Testament, it will increase your understanding of  both passages if  you will 
examine the quoted Old Testament passage. An excellent example is found in Luke 4:16-21. While 
visiting the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus read aloud from Isaiah 61:1-2. Quoting Isaiah, Jesus 
described His ministry and purpose, but by examining the passage in Isaiah, you will find Jesus 
stopped short. He did not read the concluding phrase in Isaiah 61:2, which says, "and the day of  
vengeance of  our God; to comfort all who mourn." In Luke 4:21 Jesus said, "Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing." If  he had read the complete passage, that statement would not 
have been accurate since the "day of  vengeance of  our God" was not the purpose of  His coming 
to dwell among us. At His second coming, He will fulfill the "day of  vengeance of  our God." 

The writer of  Psalm 116 experienced what Paul is describing in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. He, too, 
suffered persecution, almost to the point of  death, but when he cried out, the LORD heard and 
saved him. Even as the words "I am greatly afflicted" were coming from his mouth, the psalmist 
believed the LORD would save him. After asking how to express his gratitude to the LORD in 
verse 12, the psalmist determines to display all his thankfulness in the presence of  all God's people. 
The same God who saved the psalmist and who raised Jesus from the dead will raise up those who 
believe in Jesus and bring them into His presence. Just like the psalmist, Paul would live his life for 
the glory of  God thankfully proclaiming salvation in Jesus Christ his Lord.  

Father, what great treasure we hold in these jars of  clay! You have chosen in Christ Jesus to give us 
the light of  the knowledge of  Your glory. Please use us to glorify Yourself  before all the people You 
bring into our lives. 

Ezekiel 18:2
"The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge."  

The people of  Israel were using this quote to absolve themselves of  any personal guilt. In essence, 
they were saying, "our parents sinned against God, and we are suffering because of  their guilt, not 
our own." 

In verses 25 and 29, the people accuse God of  being unjust by punishing them for their father's 
sins. The LORD responds by saying, I judge each individual by his deeds. If  a righteous person 
changes his ways and does injustice, he will die. Equally, if  a wicked person corrects the course of  
his life and does what is right, he will live.  

In verses 5-19, the LORD gives an example of  three generations of  a family to prove His point. If  
the man, his son or his grandson, obeys God's instructions, he will live. Son's do not share the guilt 
of  their father's sins. In all likelihood, the son will experience the consequences of  his father's sin 
but not the guilt. The basis for each man's judgment is his actions, either to life or death. God takes 
no pleasure in the death of  the wicked. His desire is for each man to consider his ways and repent.  

The last sentence in Psalm 62 is a perfect summary for Ezekiel 18 - "For you will render to a man 
according to his work." 

LORD God, I must confess that, like my father Adam, I tend to shift the blame for my sins to 
someone else. The Israelites are not unique in blaming their ancestors. Jesus, thank You for my 
new heart and spirit! I could never save myself  from my sin and rebellion. 
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September 16 
2 SAMUEL 12, 2 CORINTHIANS 5, EZEKIEL 19, PSALM 64-65

2 Samuel 12:1-23 
"David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has 
done this deserves to die." (2 Samuel 12:5) 

The LORD sent Nathan with His Word to confront David's sin. David immediately knew what 
Nathan described was wrong and deserved punishment. "Thou shalt not steal." (Exodus 20:15) 
Nathan instantly responded, "You are the man!" God's Word always succeeds in accomplishing His 
purpose.  (Isaiah 55:11) His Word truly is "living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of  soul and of  spirit, of  joints and of  marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of  the heart." (Hebrews 4:12)  

David's sin is so much greater than the man in Nathan's story. David stole, committed adultery 
(Exodus 20:14), and murdered (Exodus 20:13), but the grievous nature of  David's sin is 
compounded by the abundant, plentiful grace God had given him. Look at all God provided for 
David in verse eight. If  that were not enough, God said, "If  this were too little, I would add to you 
as much more." David had returned God's good with evil. With such evidence of  the LORD's 
goodness to David, we can understand David's response, "I have sinned against the LORD."  

It seems an appropriate time to Scripturally define sin. 1 John 3:4 says, "Sin is lawlessness." 
Romans 4:15 says, "Where there is no law there is no transgression." Therefore, sin is the 
transgression (violation) of  God's Law. There are many other Biblical definitions of  sin, but the 
combination of  these two verses fits David's actions very well. I listed three specific commandments 
David violated, but if  you think about it, you will realize he broke several more. 
  
To understand the severity of  David's sin, let's examine God's accusation against him. In verses 
9-10, God says David despised both Him and His Word. Numbers 15:31 says, "Because he has 
despised the word of  the LORD and has broken his commandment, that person shall be utterly 
cut off; his iniquity shall be on him." In the previous two verses unintentional and intentional (high 
hand) sins are discussed. You can reread May 7th's devotional for a detailed explanation of  the 
difference. In 1 Samuel 2:30-31 the LORD promised to cut off  Eli's family because he and his sons 
despised Him. 2 Chronicles 36:16 says, "They kept mocking the messengers of  God despising his 
words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of  the LORD rose against his people, until there 
was no remedy." In addition to that, Exodus 21:12 says, "Whoever strikes a man so that he dies 
shall be put to death." Nathan told David, "You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword...and have killed him with the sword of  the Ammonites."  

Isn't it astonishing Nathan then told David, "The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not 
die"? On what basis could a just God put such grievous sin away?  

In 2 Samuel 7:11-16, God entered into an unconditional covenant with David - "The LORD will 
make you a house...I will raise up your offspring after you...and I will establish his kingdom...I will 
establish the throne of  his kingdom forever...your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever." If  you will notice, the LORD did not 
tell David, "If  you do...then I will do..." This covenant is an "I will" covenant, like the one God 
made with Abraham in Genesis 17:6-8. In the Abrahamic covenant, five times the LORD says "I 
will." Obviously, the fulfillment of  the Davidic covenant is Christ Jesus. David had many sons who 
sat on the throne of  Israel, but none except God's Son in the flesh (Romans 1:3) could fulfill the 
eternal component of  the covenant.  
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September 17 
2 SAMUEL 13, 2 CORINTHIANS 6, EZEKIEL 20, PSALM 66-67

2 Corinthians 6:1 
"Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of  God in vain."  

What does Paul mean by, "We appeal to you not to receive the grace of  God in vain"? How is it 
possible to receive the grace of  God in vain? 

At the end of  chapter five, Paul described the role of  believers as ambassadors of  Christ Jesus. Just 
as God was reconciling the world to Himself  through Christ, we are to be proclaiming the same 
message. We are to implore people "be reconciled to God." A concern of  Paul's is the possibility to 
receive God's grace in vain.  

Ezekiel 20 provides an example of  receiving the grace of  God in vain. Notice what the LORD did 
for the Israelites, the "I" statements, in Ezekiel 20:5-6: "I chose," "I swore," "I would bring," and "I 
had searched." This reminds me of  Exodus 6:6-8 where The Lord says, "Say therefore to the 
people of  Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of  the 
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with great acts of  judgment. I will take you to be my people, and I will 
be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from 
under the burdens of  the Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.'"  

Stop and consider the grace with which the LORD uniquely blessed the nation of  Israel. All God 
asked in return was an acknowledgment of  who He was and what He had done for them. They 
are to worship nothing and no one besides Him. He is their God; there is no other, but they 
rebelled against Him and continued to worship idols.  

Additionally, God gave the Sabbath day of  rest as a reminder of  all He had done for them. It was 
the day to remember the "I" statements the LORD had promised and fulfilled. The Israelites were 
to rest in the fact that He did everything for them, but the Israelites treated the Sabbath as if  it 
were any other day; just as they treated Him as any other god. 

What was the effect of  God's abundant grace to the nation of  Israel? In Ezekiel 20, God accuses 
Israel three separate times of  such rebellion against Him that they deserved His wrath and anger. 
Each time God withheld his hand. His reason for withholding His anger was not because they did 
not deserve punishment, but because of  His Name. He knew the nations who saw all He did for 
Israel would think He was incapable of  fulfilling His commitment. Israel mistakenly thought they 
received His grace based solely on who they were, not who He is.  

As we see in the rest of  the chapter, God's patience with rebellious Israel does end. He judges and 
punishes man's rejection of  His grace. The nation of  Israel received the grace of  God in vain. His 
goodness and blessing did not lead to reconciliation.  

Paul is begging those in the church at Corinth not to take God's grace for granted, as the Israelites 
did. In 2 Corinthians 6:2, using a quote from Isaiah 49:8, Paul reminds them now is the day of  
salvation. Don't think you can benefit from the grace of  God forever without acknowledging Him 
for who He is and giving Him thanksgiving and praise. Be reconciled to God.  
  
Sovereign LORD, You alone are the dispenser of  grace and mercy. Forgive me for thinking Your 
grace is because of  my goodness. I miss the fact that Your provision of  grace is for Your glory. As a 
follower of  Jesus Christ, may I be an ambassador worthy of  the name of  my LORD. Teach me the 
urgency of  today—the day of  salvation. Be gracious to us, bless us, and make Your face to shine 
upon us that Your way may be known on the earth and Your saving power among the nations.  
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September 18 
2 SAMUEL 14, 2 CORINTHIANS 7, EZEKIEL 21, PSALM 68 

2 Samuel 14 
While reading 2 Samuel 14, I thought, "What a mess! Whose counsel is David is taking?" His 
decision to send Tamar to Amnon (2 Samuel 13:7), the decision to bless Absalom's feast, and send 
Amnon seems naive. In chapter 13, apparently, the only counsel David takes is from Jonadab, a 
very crafty man, whose evil plan for Amnon began this ever-increasing disaster. (2 Samuel 
13:32-33) Now, in chapter 14, Joab believes it necessary to deceive David into taking counsel. We 
have not read of  David seeking the LORD's direction in quite some time. Has David's wisdom and 
spiritual insight been obstructed as a consequence of  sin?  

Psalm 51 is David's prayer of  confession for his sin with Bathsheba. Psalm 3 is David's prayer as he 
flees from Absalom in 2 Samuel 15, but it seems there is an absence of  David seeking either the 
LORD's counsel or godly wisdom from anyone else between these two events. 

Not wanting to make the same mistake, an appropriate prayer from the Valley of  Vision came to 
mind. 

A Christian's Prayer
Blessed God,  
Ten thousand snares are mine without and within, defend thou me;  
When sloth and indolence seize me, give me views of  heaven;  
When sinners entice me, give me disrelish of  their ways;  
When sensual pleasures tempt me, purify and refine me; 
When I desire worldly possessions, help me to be rich toward thee; 
When the vanities of  the world ensare me, let me not plunge into new guilt and ruin. 
May I remember the dignity of  my spiritual release,  
never be to busy to attend to my soul, 
never be so engrossed with a time that I neglect the things of  eternity; thus may I not only live, but 
grow towards thee. 
Form my mind to right notions of  religion,  
that I may not judge grace by wrong conceptions, 
nor measure my spiritual advances by the efforts of  my natural being. 
May I seek after an increase of  divine love to thee,  
after unreserved resignation to thy will, 
after extensive benevolence to my fellow creatures,  
after patience and fortitude of  soul, 
after a heavenly disposition 
after a concern that I may please thee in public and private. 
Draw on my soul the lineaments of  Christ,  
in every trace and feature of  which thou wilt take delight, for I am 
thy workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, 
thy letter written with the Holy Spirit's pen, 
thy tilled soil ready for the sowing, then harvest.  
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September 19 
2 SAMUEL 15, 2 CORINTHIANS 8, EZEKIEL 22, PSALM 69

2 Corinthians 8  
In Acts 11:28-30, when the Spirit, through Agabus, foretold of  a coming famine, the disciples 
decided it would be proper to send financial help to assist the poor believers in Jerusalem. In 1 
Corinthians 16:1-4 Paul describes this effort as, "the collection for the saints." He encourages the 
people to set money aside each week for the gift to the Jerusalem believers. 

2 Corinthians 8 is Paul's reminder and encouragement to the church at Corinth to finish what they 
started a year ago (verse 10). As the time of  Paul's trip to Jerusalem draws near, he reminds them 
not just of  their preparations but what others are doing to help the saints in Jerusalem. 

There are many men and women God has used to mature my faith; a significant number of  whom 
I have never met. I do look forward to getting to know them when we worship around the throne 
together. John Piper is in my top five. His explanation of  2 Corinthians 8:1-2 is a small sample of  
his God-given gift to teach God's Word. I encourage you to watch Piper's video titled, "Abundance 
of  Joy," which is about seven minutes long. Piper makes clear it is God's grace that initiates and 
motivates the actions of  the Macedonians. Similarly, we see God's activity in Titus in 2 Corinthians 
8:16-17, "But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of  Titus the same earnest care I have for 
you. For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself  very earnest he is going to you of  his 
own accord." God placed the care for the Corinthians in Titus' heart, but of  his own accord, Titus 
responded.  

Ephesians 2:10 says, "We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." It appears both the Macedonians and Titus 
were obedient to fulfill the good works God had prepared for them. In 2 Corinthians 8:11 Paul 
challenges the church by saying, "So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it 
may be matched by your completing it."  

Have you ever started a "good work" God prepared for you and struggled to finish? When that 
happens, what do you do? Piper's focus on the joy of  the Macedonians, and the fact God loves a 
cheerful giver convicts me. Sometimes, when I struggle to finish a task God has set before me, I just 
"gut it up" and finish. I must confess at that point there is little or no joy or cheerfulness. 

My favorite John Piper quote is, "God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him." 

LORD God, our desire is for You to be glorified in those works You uniquely prepared for us. 
Forgive us for losing sight of  that fact when we struggle. Please place people like Paul and Silas in 
our lives to encourage us to finish what we start. Also, give us eyes to see when our brothers and 
sisters in Christ Jesus are struggling so we might be an encouragement to them for Your glory. We 
want to find our satisfaction in You and those kingdom tasks You prepared for us to walk in.  
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September 20 
2 SAMUEL 16, 2 CORINTHIANS 9, EZEKIEL 23, PSALM 70-71

2 Samuel 16:5-12 
Shimei's specific charge against David was false. David was not responsible for the death of  Saul 
and the destruction of  his family; the exact opposite was true. David had protected Saul when his 
men wanted to take his life (1 Samuel 26:8-9). David even killed the man who claimed to have 
taken Saul's life (2 Samuel 1:1-15). David restored all of  Saul's land to his grandson, 
Mephibosheth, and had him eat at the king's table (2 Samuel 9:7).  

However, the general charge of  David being a "man of  blood" was accurate. David did take 
Uriah's life to protect his own interest (2 Samuel 11:15). God did not allow David to build Him a 
house because he was "a man of  war and have shed blood" (1 Chronicles 28:3).  

Doesn't David's reaction to Shimei display unusual insight and patience? Our natural tendency 
when things are out of  control is to attempt to control those things we can. David did not have any 
control over what Absalom was doing, but he did have the power to stop Shimei cursing him; all he 
needed to do was turn Abishai loose. Instead, David acknowledged the LORD might be using 
Shimei, so who was he to shut him up? David recognized he had bigger problems than Shimei 
cursing and throwing rocks. Shimei was an irritant, but Absalom meant to take David's life. David 
also knew God saw what was happening and might bless him because of  the wrong he endured. 

1 Peter 2:21-23 tells us David's response was appropriate. As disciples of  Jesus, we are to follow his 
example. Verse 23 says Jesus did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor did he seek revenge, but 
trusted God to judge the situation fairly.  

It seems David learned a valuable life lesson from Nathan's parable. David quickly saw the injustice 
and sin of  the man in Nathan's story. Can't we all see sin in others quicker and more clearly than 
sin in our own lives? When Nathan turned the tables on David by saying, "You are the man!" 
David was confronted with his sin. Is it possible when Shimei was taunting David, even though the 
particular accusation was false, David saw his own sin rather than Shimei's?  
  
Paul was able to declare himself  to be the worst sinner of  all (1 Timothy 1:15). Just think of  all the 
times he was falsely accused, beaten, imprisoned, and stoned, but he counted himself  a greater 
sinner than those who had mistreated him so harshly. While being mistreated, can you see your sin 
and rebellion through the sin of  others?  

LORD God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, forgive me for so quickly judging the sin of  others and justifying my own. Holy Spirit, 
please teach me the lesson, "Roy, you are the man!" Lord Jesus, I tend to focus on my 
mistreatment. Please turn my eyes to Your unjust suffering for my sake so that even I, the worst 
sinner of  all, could be forgiven.  
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September 21 
2 SAMUEL 17, 2 CORINTHIANS 10, EZEKIEL 24, PSALM 72

2 Samuel 17:14 
"For the LORD had ordained to defeat the good counsel of  Ahithophel, so that the LORD might bring harm upon 
Absalom."  

Absalom's rejection of  Ahithophel's counsel is an answer to prayer. In 2 Samuel 15:31, David is 
specific in his request of  God: "O LORD, please turn the counsel of  Ahithophel into foolishness." 
Isaiah 65:24 says, "Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear." In 
Matthew 6:8 Jesus says, "Your Father knows what you need before you ask him."  

Immediately following David's prayer in 2 Samuel 15:31, God providentially places Hushai in 
David's path. He is leaving Jerusalem, but David asks Hushai to stay to undermine Ahithophel's 
counsel. God answered before David called because He knew what David needed. Doesn't this 
event and these passages of  Scripture strengthen your to desire to ask God? This is the same God 
who said, "If  you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!" (Matthew 7:11) 

Abba Father, the giver of  every good and perfect gift, thank You for answered prayer. Holy Spirit, 
please teach us to desire what brings our Father glory, so that when we ask for His blessings, it will 
be for His glory and our good. 

2 Corinthians 10:17
Starting in chapter 10, Paul confronts false teachers who wanted authority in the church at 
Corinth. In chapters 11-12, Paul mockingly refers to them as "super-apostles." They were 
attempting to elevate themselves by disparaging Paul. They accused him of  being very bold and 
forceful in his letters but just the opposite in person. Paul reminds them that his behavior, whether 
in person or by letter, is based upon his authority as an apostle. The Lord Jesus gave him the 
responsibility to build up His Church.  

These false teachers are boasting about themselves in comparison to other men. Paul declares that 
to be a foolish standard. The only commendation of  any value is one which comes from the Lord. 
Before making that statement, Paul quotes Jeremiah 9:23, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord." Examining the Jeremiah passage shows a slight change in the quote, "Thus says the LORD: 
'Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the 
rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows 
me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in 
these things I delight, declares the LORD.'" (Jeremiah 9:23-24) For quite some time I understood 
my boast in the LORD would be because I know and understand Him, but reading passages like 
Ezekiel 24:16-18 caused me to struggle with what it meant to know and understand the LORD. 
God told Ezekiel his wife, the delight of  his eyes, would die and he was not to mourn, weep, cry, or 
sigh out loud. Instead, Ezekiel was to continue living his life as if  nothing happened. Ezekiel was 
obedient to the LORD's command.  

So, what are we to know and understand about the LORD so we may boast? A closer examination 
of  the passage shows we are to boast about the One who demonstrates three things: unfailing love, 
justice, and righteousness. Not only is that His nature, but it is also His delight to display these 
characteristics. Paul's rewording of  Jeremiah 9:24 is accurate; let him who boasts boast in the 
LORD because His very character is unfailing love, justice, and righteousness. We are to boast in 
Him because of  who He is, not that we know and understand everything about Him.  

LORD God, thank You for revealing Yourself  to us. We realize it is impossible to know and 
understand You completely, but Your steadfast love, justice, and righteousness are evident. 
Strengthen our faith in what we know to be true of  You when times in our lives, like that of  
Ezekiel's, aren't easy to understand. Forgive us for using any standard to evaluate ourselves other 
than Your standard. 
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September 22 
2 SAMUEL 18, 2 CORINTHIANS 11, EZEKIEL 25, PSALM 73

2 Corinthians 11:4
"You happily put up with whatever anyone tells you, even if  they preach a different Jesus than the one we preach, or a 
different kind of  Spirit than the one you received, or a different kind of  gospel than the one you believed." (NLT) 

Paul's analysis of  false teachers is thorough, isn't it? They teach a false Jesus, a false Spirit, and a 
false Gospel. Professing Christians quite often accept whatever the "learned and educated" teach 
rather than read and study God's Word for themselves. Why is the acceptance of  false teachers 
rampant today?  Paul gives a partial answer in verses 13-15 - these false teachers disguise 
themselves as servants of  righteousness. It should not surprise us since Satan presents himself  as an 
angel of  light. We need to remember how Satan deceived Eve and the consequences of  trading the 
Truth for the lie.  

How should we respond to such an enemy? Daily preparation for the schemes of  the devil must 
include putting on the full armor of  God (Ephesians 6:11). We also need to remember Isaiah 8:20 
(NLT), "Look to God's instructions and teachings! People who contradict his word are completely 
in the dark." The Berean's should be our example, "They received the word with all eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see if  these things were so." (Acts 17:10-11) 

Lord and Teacher, we want to learn Your lessons of  life. Holy Spirit, teach us to keep our eyes on 
Jesus the Living Word and His written Word. May our ears be so attuned to the Truth anything 
false will immediately ring "LIE" in our mind.  
  
Psalm 73:15
"If  I had said, 'I will speak thus,' I would have betrayed the generation of  your children." 

Thankfully, Asaph was not someone who had to say everything he thought. He began listening to 
those who proudly lived their lives without acknowledging the goodness of  God. They were saying, 
"What does God know?" and "Does he even pay attention?" 

Because they seemed to live very successful lives, Asaph began to envy them. He started to think 
his attempts to live a righteous life were in vain. He grew weary thinking about why the wicked had 
such a comfortable life while he struggled. Thankfully, as Asaph tried to understand why the 
wicked seem to prosper, he spent time with God. Instead of  evaluating the situation based on his 
experience or emotions, Asaph listened to God's Word concerning the proud and wicked. We don't 
know what he heard God say, but it could have been: "Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp 
of  the wicked, are sin" (Proverbs 21:4), or "None of  those proud and wicked people will survive. 
All their wealth and prestige will be swept away." (Ezekiel 7:11 NLT) 

God's Word reveals the destiny of  the wicked. They are on a slippery slope that leads to 
destruction. Unless they turn from their evil ways, they will be destroyed in a mere moment.  

A few years ago, Carol and I determined to make Psalm 73:23-24 our life verses. Like Asaph, we, 
too, realized we could allow our thoughts to lead us away from God's wisdom. Unfortunately, 
unlike Asaph, we began telling each other what we were thinking. One side of  the conversation 
would be, "Blah, blah, blah," expressing emotion or experience that seemed real enough, but was 
unfiltered by God's Word. Thank the LORD, the other side of  the conversation was, 
"Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with your 
counsel, and afterward will receive me to glory." (Psalm 73:23-24) 

I am a blessed man to have a companion who will challenge my "Blah, blah, blah" with God's 
Word. 

Father, please bless all Your children with brothers and sisters as You have me. Please place 
someone in their lives who loves You and them enough to say "nevertheless." 
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September 23 
2 SAMUEL 19, 2 CORINTHIANS 12, EZEKIEL 26, PSALM 74

2 Corinthians 12:6
"So that no one may think more of  me than he sees in me or hears from me." 

After Paul's discussion of  the man (obviously himself), who was caught up into heaven and heard 
things beyond his ability to express, he makes this unusual statement. Paul desires that no one think 
more of  him than he deserves. I find that statement and attitude odd because most of  the time, we 
think more of  ourselves than we should and assume everyone else should also.  

My father had a memorable saying for just about every situation. After being with a person who 
obviously placed a high value on himself, my dad would say, "I wish I could buy him for what he is 
worth and sell him for what he thinks he is worth." I am embarrassed about the number of  times 
in my life that could be said of  my father's son. 

In Romans 12:3 Paul addresses this issue, "For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think of  himself  more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of  faith that God has assigned." He makes this statement after an 
appeal for believers not to be conformed to the world's way of  thinking. Instead, they should be 
transformed by the renewing of  their mind so as to please God.  

Have you realized God's thinking is the inverse of  the world's? I have often said, instead of  
responding to a situation with my natural inclination I should go a full 180 degrees in the opposite 
direction. The easiest thing I do in life is please Roy. It doesn't take a lot of  thought or effort. As a 
follower of  Jesus Christ, my desire should be to please Him instead of  myself. This transformation 
of  my thinking has caused me to usually do the direct opposite of  what is the easiest for me. Paul's 
plea to us in Romans reminds me of  Isaiah 55:8 where the LORD tells us His ways and thoughts 
are not like ours. Therefore, as a believer, I should not be surprised to learn my thoughts and ways 
must change.  

Paul gives us additional insight into the difference between God's ways and the world's in verses 
7-9. Can you imagine how easy it would have been for Paul to brag and boast about his experience 
in the third heaven? The Lord, knowing our tendency to do just that, gave Paul a "thorn in the 
flesh", a "messenger of  Satan" to keep him from becoming conceited. Paul asked God to remove 
this "thorn," but the Lord's reply was, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness." So, Paul boasts in his weakness. In the world, who would ever boast of  weakness? We 
do everything we can to hide our weaknesses, but God's ways are not our ways. It is weakness, 
acknowledging our inability, which displays His perfect power. 

LORD Jesus, forgive me for thinking more highly of  myself  than I should. I want my thoughts and 
ways to be transformed into Your’s. Holy Spirit, please make my natural inclination the same as 
my Father's. Teach me that as His son it is not my strength but His. May I be like His Son who 
accepted His will, even to the point of  apparent weakness by His death on the cross. 
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September 24 
2 SAMUEL 20, 2 CORINTHIANS 13, EZEKIEL 27, PSALM 75-76

2 Samuel 20:1
"We have no portion in David, and we have no inheritance in the son of  Jesse; every man to his tents, O Israel!" 

The conflict between "all the men of  Israel" and "all the men of  Judah" in 2 Samuel 19:41-43 
escalates into more than just angry words. A worthless man, named Sheba, called for the rejection 
of  David as king of  Israel. Verse 2 says, "all the men of  Israel withdrew from David and followed 
Sheba." This act would break the covenant agreement in 2 Samuel 5:3 where the elders of  Israel 
anointed David as king. This attempted coup was a foreshadow of  the divided kingdom following 
Solomon's reign. 

How fickle is mankind? The Israelites just said in 2 Samuel 19:43, "we have ten times as much 
right to king David as you Judeans. Besides, we brought him back as our king before you." Now 
they have no interest in David at all, and reject him as king. 

In Luke 19:11-27 Jesus told a parable before entering Jerusalem to the people's praise, "Blessed is 
the King who comes in the name of  the Lord!" In this parable, a nobleman goes to a far country to 
receive a kingdom. Before leaving he gave his servants money to invest for him while he is gone, 
but some of  his citizens who hated him went to the coronation to protest. Their grievance was, 
"We do not want this man to reign over us." When the nobleman, now king, returned to those 
servants to whom he had given money, they were required to give an account of  what they did 
with his assets. In verse 27, Jesus says, "But for these enemies of  mine, who did not want me to 
reign over them, bring them here and slaughter them before me." 

David was not the only king of  Israel who had subjects who refused his rule and authority. In the 
parable, which Jesus told almost a week before His crucifixion, He was the King about to receive 
His Kingdom. In Mark 15:9 Pilate asked: "Do you want me to release for you the King of  the 
Jews?" The crowd, the same people who a week earlier had declared him King, cried out for the 
release of  Barabbas. Pilate responded, "Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of  
the Jews?" The crowd cried out, "Crucify him."  

It is as if  the people in Jerusalem, like Sheba, cried out, "We have no portion in Jesus, we have no 
inheritance in the Son of  God!" Psalm 2 foretold of  the people plotting in vain against the LORD 
and His Anointed, but the LORD said, "I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill. You are my 
Son...I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of  the earth your possession." Psalm 2 
concludes "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly 
kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him." 

King Jesus, we agree with Jeremiah, "The LORD is my portion, says my soul. Therefore, I will 
hope in him." Jesus, You are my King. I know with You as my portion I have a blessing greater 
than life itself.  
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September 25 
2 SAMUEL 21, GALATIANS 1, EZEKIEL 28, PSALM 77

2 Samuel 21:1-14 
This event is one of  those in the Bible that causes me to scratch my head and diligently search the 
Scriptures. So many questions arise as I study this passage. 

Does the LORD cause famine? In Leviticus 26:19-20 He says, "I will make your heavens like iron 
and your earth like bronze. And your strength shall be spent in vain, for your land shall not yield its 
increase, and the trees of  the land shall not yield their fruit." Deuteronomy 28:23-24 adds, "The 
LORD will make the rain of  your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you until 
you are destroyed." He certainly says He does! 

What is wrong with Saul putting the Gibeonites to death? Weren't they to be destroyed when Israel 
came into the Promised Land? In Joshua 9, when the nations heard what God did to Jericho and 
Ai, they prepared for battle; everyone that is except Gibeon. The Gibeonites deceived the Israelites 
by convincing them they were a distant people not included in God's command for judgment. 
Without consulting God, Joshua made a covenant of  peace with the Gibeonites not knowing they 
were neighbors. The leaders of  Israel swore by the LORD, the God of  Israel not to harm the 
people of  Gibeon. In Joshua 9:20 Israel lives up to the covenant because of  their fear of  the 
LORD's wrath coming on them, but Saul violated the oath his ancestors made by attempting to 
destroy the Gibeonites.  
  
Was the price of  atonement for Saul's breaking the covenant unjust? Why wouldn't they just accept 
silver or gold? In Numbers 35:31-34 the LORD gives instruction on how to deal with murder: 
"You shall accept no ransom for the life of  a murderer, who is guilty of  death, but shall be put to 
death...You shall not pollute the land in which you live, for blood pollutes the land, and no 
atonement can be made for the land for the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood of  the one 
who shed it. You shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of  which I dwell, for I the 
LORD dwell in the midst of  the people of  Israel." So, Saul's pollution of  the land of  Israel by 
murdering the Gibeonites could not be atoned for with a ransom. It must be his blood, but that is 
not possible. Deuteronomy 24:16 says, "Fathers shall not be put to death because of  their children, 
nor shall children be put to death because of  their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his 
own sin." It would seem the option of  Saul's children and grandchildren paying for his sin is not an 
option, but God accepts this atoning sacrifice because he breaks the drought by causing it to rain. 

Why did God wait so long to punish Israel for Saul's murder of  the Gibionites? We are not given a 
definite answer, but Scripture provides clues. This event reminds me of  the souls under the altar 
slain for the Word of  God in Revelation 6:9-10. They cry with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, 
holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?" God waited a long time to avenge the blood of  righteous Abel. In Luke 11:49-51, Jesus 
says, "The blood of  all the prophets, shed from the foundation of  the world, may be charged 
against this generation, from the blood of  Abel to the blood Zechariah, who perished between the 
altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you it will be required of  this generation." 2 Peter 3:9 says, "The 
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance." 

O Sovereign Lord, Holy and True, You are the only wise God. When I don't understand Your 
ways, please remind me of  the fact You are the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
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September 26 
2 SAMUEL 22, GALATIANS 2, EZEKIEL 29, PSALM 78:1-37

2 Samuel 22 
As you read this prayer, I suggest you read it as if  the Messiah is praying instead of  David. You will 
undoubtedly see many passages that are Messianic. Reading from that perspective will provide 
greater insight into both Jesus and David. It is also interesting to note Psalm 18 is almost identical 
to 2 Samuel 22. 

In Acts 2:29-36 Peter says, "David...being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would set one of  his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke 
about the resurrection of  the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 
corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of  that we all are witnesses." Realizing David was a 
prophet through whom God spoke of  the Messiah's death and resurrection gives a different 
perspective to many of  his Psalms. 

I suspect questions will arise as you read this as if  Jesus were praying instead of  David, because of  
the many references to save or salvation. One question might be, "From what did Jesus need to be 
saved?" He did not need to be saved in the way of  sinful men for whom He came, however, Jesus 
did need to be saved in the sense expressed in verse three which concludes "you saved me from 
violence" until the appointed time.  

A question about Jesus being trained for war and destroying His enemies might also come to mind. 
1 John 3:8 says, "The reason the Son of  God appeared was to destroy the works of  the devil." 1 
Corinthians 15:24-26 says, "Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father 
after destroying every rule and every authority and power...the last enemy to be destroyed is 
death." 
  
2 Samuel 22:51 concludes with the LORD saying He shows steadfast love to His anointed, to 
David, and his offspring forever. The Hebrew translated as offspring is singular. Paul makes a 
similar statement in Galatians 3:16, "Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his 
offspring. It does not say, 'And to offsprings,' referring to many, but referring to the one, 'And to 
your offspring,' who is Christ." 

Holy Spirit, please give us eyes to see Jesus. We especially want to see Him as we read and study 
the Old Testament. We desire to understand the fullness of  our Savior and King. Lord Jesus, thank 
You for humbling Yourself  to become like us so we might become like You and our Father.  

Psalm 78:4-8 
Asaph instructs the people to listen to his teaching, but from these verses, his focus audience is the 
children. He wants the children of  Israel to know the mighty works of  the God of  Israel. His desire 
is for them to know the One in whom they can set their hope by keeping His commands, unlike 
their fathers who were stubborn and rebellious.  

The LORD's stated purpose for choosing Abraham is relevant to Asaph's Psalm. Genesis 18:19 
says, "For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to 
keep the way of  the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to 
Abraham what he has promised him." Moses reaffirmed this instruction from the LORD in 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, "And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of  them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise." 

Father, stir our hearts to teach our children and grandchildren who You are and Your instruction 
for how we are to live. Holy Spirit, please be actively involved in the relationship we have with 
those children the Father has placed in our care.  
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September 27 
2 SAMUEL 23, GALATIANS 3, EZEKIEL 30, PSALM 78:38-72

Galatians 3:8
"The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, 
saying, 'In you shall all the nations be blessed." 

The more time I spend studying the Bible, the more I am awestruck at the timeless continuity of  
Scripture and God's unique plan for restoring His creation. This verse is one that helps tie it all 
together for me. How could a book (Scripture) look forward and know how people would be made 
right with God unless the Author knows the future and has planned for it? Who but God could 
proclaim that plan to both Abraham and Paul? Do you think of  the Good News for Abraham as 
the same Gospel to Paul? 

In Galatians 3, Paul is challenging believers to be thoughtful about what they hear concerning God 
and His ways. False teachers were teaching the necessity of  their efforts to be right with God. They 
failed to grasp the reason the Gospel of  Jesus Christ is Good News is because Jesus did for us what 
we could not do for ourselves.  

Using Abraham as the example, Paul provides a detailed analysis of  why man is made right with 
God by faith alone. In Genesis 15:6, Abraham believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as 
righteousness. Abraham did not become righteous, but God considered him to be so because of  his 
faith. Since the Law provided through Moses was not given for 430 years, what role could the Law 
possibly play in Abraham being justified or made right before God? The Law, rather than 
providing the way to be right before God, was a curse on everyone who did not faithfully keep 
every component. Since man by nature, the nature of  our father Adam, is a lawbreaker, the Law 
condemns men.  

In Galatians 3:8-14, what Scripture foresaw was God Himself  redeeming lawbreakers from the 
curse by becoming the curse for them. The offspring, the One who became the curse, is Christ 
Jesus the Lord. So, the promise made to Abraham, "In you shall all the nations be blessed" was 
made to Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:14 describes the blessing that comes through Christ Jesus as the 
promised Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV) says, "The promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of  those who are God's possession—to the 
praise of  his glory." Galatians 3:18 describes all the promises God made Abraham as an 
inheritance.  

Can you imagine what the inheritance for those justified by faith must be if  the gift of  the Holy 
Spirit is just a deposit? According to Romans 8:29-30, their inheritance includes everything from 
"predestined...to...glorified." The Biblical description of  the inheritance is glorious riches 
(Ephesians 1:18), reward (Colossians 3:24), eternal (Hebrews 9:15), and imperishable (1 Peter 1:4). 
How much thought have you put into the culmination of  your inheritance? Are you looking 
forward to that city whose designer and builder is God? The city of  the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of  the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of  all...and to Jesus, the mediator of  a new covenant. 

That is what it means to be justified by faith through the finished work of  Jesus Christ; heirs 
according to His promise. 

Sovereign LORD God, it is Your grace alone that leads to our justification. Thank You for such an 
undeserved gift. You are the giver of  every good gift; predestination, calling, justification, and 
glorification are all from Your hand. Holy Spirit, thank You for the foretaste of  glory. Lord Jesus, 
all the promises of  our Father are because of  You. We are delighted with You as our inheritance. 
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September 28 
2 SAMUEL 24, GALATIANS 4, EZEKIEL 31, PSALM 79

Psalm 79:4 
"We are mocked by our neighbors, an object of  scorn and derision to those around us." (Psalm 79:4 NLT) 

What is your response when, as a Christian, you become the object of  mockery, scorn, and 
derision? My initial reaction is usually to become defensive; thinking I can change their opinion. 

Examining Asaph's prayer convicts me, and hopefully, prayerfully, will change my response. Asaph 
begins by acknowledging it is God the mockers oppose. In stanza one, it is God's inheritance, 
temple, and city which are being desecrated. His people, Israel, are His inheritance. Verses 2-4 
describes what is happening to God's people, and the next three verses are Asaph's plea for God to 
act against those who oppose Him and Israel.  

When ridiculed as a believer, my thoughts and prayers track relatively close to the first seven verses 
with Asaph. Look at what they are saying about You, Lord, and how they are treating me. Do 
something. Show Yourself  strong in correcting them. Prove they are in the wrong. 

Asaph and I part ways in verses 8-9. Notice how Asaph introduces the sin of  Israel. He 
acknowledges the need for forgiveness. I must confess, when I am feeling persecuted as a Christian, 
forgiveness for my sin and iniquity is usually not on my radar. The one oppressing me is in the 
wrong and needs forgiveness, not me!  

The basis of  Asaph's prayer is for God's name and His glory. It seems in the moment of  
persecution God's people are the recipients of  opposition, but it is God Himself. Remember when 
Jesus confronted Paul on his way to Damascus, He didn't ask Saul why he was persecuting His 
followers, did He? Jesus said, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" 

Lord Jesus, God of  our salvation, may we be like Peter and John after they were beaten and told 
never to speak Your name again. When we are the object of  mockery, scorn, and derision because 
of  claiming Your Name, may we, too, rejoice that we were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for 
Your Name. 
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September 29 
1 KINGS 1, GALATIANS 5, EZEKIEL 32, PSALM 80

1 Kings 1:5-6 
When you examine your life, is there a flaw that reemerges over and over? Is there an error in 
judgment you seem destined to repeat? I sometimes see these patterns in my life. Yet, I ask, "How 
could David make the same mistake with Adonijah as he did with Amnon and Absalom? Why did 
he refuse to correct his children? Adonijah's actions to usurp the kingdom were identical to 
Absalom's. (2 Samuel 15:1-15) 

Though we fail to learn from our mistakes, hopefully, our children will be wiser. Solomon had his 
share of  flaws, but it seems he learned from his father's mistakes. Several of  Solomon's proverbs 
would have been helpful for David. Proverbs 13:24 says, "Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but 
he who loves him is diligent to discipline him."  

In 1 Chronicles 22:9, David told Solomon the LORD had chosen him, "Behold, a son shall be 
born to you who shall be a man of  rest. I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. For 
his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days." Solomon had to 
have known of  Adonijah's plans for the kingdom, but he did nothing to undermine his attempt to 
become king. Instead, he trusted his father and his father's LORD.  

There are so many appropriate comparisons to be made between David, Solomon, and Jesus, but I 
want to focus on one in particular. David prepared the way for the period of  peace during 
Solomon's reign by waging war against the enemies of  Israel and subduing them. Jesus, who is the 
Prince of  Peace (Isaiah 9:6), brought peace between God and man by waging war against the 
enemies of  God. Colossians 2:15 tells us it was Jesus Himself: "He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him." "Since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1) Jesus 
Christ fulfilled the role of  both David and Solomon to provide peace for the Church.  

Isaiah 32:14-18 describes a necessary component of  the peace Jesus provides. Verse 14 describes 
the lack of  peace, and verse 15-18 tells us, "Until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high...then 
justice will dwell in the wilderness and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. And the effect of  
righteousness will be peace, and the result of  righteousness, quietness, and trust forever. My people 
will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places." According to 
Isaiah, Godly peace requires the "Spirit poured out upon us from on high." 

Could you provide a better mental image of  peace than this list: "Love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control?" Doesn't a society which operates on 
those attributes depict the place described in Isaiah? Throw in "love your neighbor as yourself," 
and that is an appealing place to live.  

Galatians 5:5 affirms Isaiah 32:15, "For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for 
the hope of  righteousness." Paul spent most of  Galatians teaching what it meant for a believer to 
receive the promised Holy Spirit. He concludes in Galatians 6:8 by saying, "The one who sows to 
the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life." Here in chapter 5, Paul is encouraging and 
challenging us to live our lives under the control of  the Spirit, not our flesh. The promise is life in a 
fallen, sinful, and dark world with the fruit of  the Spirit giving a foretaste of  living eternally with 
the Prince of  Peace and His Father, the God of  peace. 

Holy Spirit, thank You for moving the prophets to record the events of  God's action among men. 
Thank You especially for David, a man after God's heart, yet, as flawed as I am. What a beautiful 
picture of  God's grace and patience to those as undeserving as David and the rest of  us. Thank 
You, Jesus, for achieving the peace of  which David spoke. 
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September 30 
1 KINGS 2, GALATIANS 6, EZEKIEL 33, PSALM 81-82

Ezekiel 33:1-8
In Ezekiel 33:1-8, just like Ezekiel 3:17-21, God explains the responsibility of  the watchman. He 
holds the watchman accountable to warn the people of  coming disaster. For a more thorough 
explanation you can reread the devotional on August 31st.  

Obviously, a watchman must warn. However, when the watchman has fulfilled his responsibility, 
the focus turns to the response of  those who hear the warning. Ezekiel 33:9-20 provides God's 
explanation of  the liability of  those who hear His warning. 

As we have discussed before, repeated use of  a word, phrase, or idea in a text indicates the 
importance of  understanding its meaning so that we may follow God's instruction correctly. In the 
eleven verses that span Ezekiel 33:9-20, the Hebrew word translated primarily as "turn" is used ten 
times. The first use of  the word in Scripture is found in Genesis 3:19 where God is speaking to 
Adam, "By the sweat of  your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of  it 
you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return." The meaning of  this verb is a 
movement back to the point of  departure. Just as Adam started as dust, he will again "turn" to 
dust. In verse 15, the ESV translates this word as "restores."  

With that understanding, let's examine the responsibility of  those who hear God's warning. In 
verse 11, God says "I have no pleasure in the death of  the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die?" The LORD God 
says turn, turn, turn. How explicit is His warning? Doesn't it seem obvious the basis of  the 
instruction to return to Him is love? 1 Timothy 2:3-4 says, "God our Savior, who desires all people 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of  the truth." 

In verses 17-20, the people accuse the LORD of  being unjust, even though He just said: "none of  
the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him." God says, "I will judge each of  
you according to his ways." If  a righteous man turns to wickedness, he will die. At the same time, 
if  a wicked man turns to righteousness, he will live. In Acts 3:19 Peter said, "Repent, therefore, and 
turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of  refreshing may come from the presence 
of  the Lord." God's warnings are a cry for man to return to where we started. God is saying, 
"Come back to Me, as it was in the beginning, and I will restore you and refresh you."  

In Ezekiel 33:30-33, God tells Ezekiel why the people do not heed His warning and turn back. The 
people will gather to listen to the LORD's words, but they have set their hearts on what they think 
will benefit them now. They see Ezekiel as entertainment rather than as a watchman warning of  
the coming disaster. God closes His conversation with Ezekiel promising the disaster will come, and 
the people will realize Ezekiel was a prophet of  God, but it will be too late.  

Long-suffering, gracious LORD, we make supplication, prayer, intercession, and thanksgiving for 
all people. We join You in desiring the salvation of  all people. Thank You for patience with us as 
You lead us to repentance. Holy Spirit, create in us a faithful watchman's heart and mouth, to 
warn those You placed in our lives of  the coming judgment. 
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October 1 
1 KINGS 3, EPHESIANS 1, EZEKIEL 34, PSALM 83-84

1 Kings 3:5
"God said, 'Ask what I shall give you.'" 

If  God were to say to you, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you," what request would you 
make? Interestingly, Jesus says something very similar in chapters 14, 15, and 16 of  the Gospel of  
John. In this upper room discourse, Jesus is speaking to the eleven (Judas had left), but these 
statements are also directed at all believers. In John 17:20 Jesus prays, "I do not ask for these only, 
but also for those who will believe in me through their word." 

In John 14:13-14, Jesus says twice, "whatever you ask in my name I will do." My "old man" would 
think, "Cool, Jesus just promised me anything I asked!" but I know that Jesus is speaking in the 
context of  obedience. In verse 12, He says, "Whoever believes in me will also do the works that I 
do" and in verse 15, He says, "If  you love me, you will keep my commands." This promise of  Jesus 
is bracketed by statements requiring my obedience. 

In John 15:16, Jesus says, "Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you." Wow, 
same promise! In this instance, Jesus is referring to those He chose and the purpose for which He 
chose them. Those whom Jesus chooses are to "bear fruit and that your fruit abides." So the things 
I ask of  the Father which helps me be fruitful, He will gladly give. According to John 15:8, "By this 
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples." 

In John 16:23-26, Jesus, speaking to the eleven about their short-lived sorrow at His death, 
followed by a joy that cannot be taken from them, again addresses His and the Father's willingness 
to give them what they ask. "Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of  the Father in my name, 
he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full." 

So the offer God made to Solomon extends in "kingdom ways" to you. For what will you ask? 

Ephesians 1:15-23
From 1 Kings 3:5, we discussed what we would ask of  God for ourselves. In these verses, we will 
learn what the Apostle Paul thought worthy of  asking for us. 

Following the most profound statement of  what it means to be a saint (one who is faithful to Christ 
Jesus), Paul prays for those who are saints. In verse 16, Paul says he does not stop giving thanks for 
the saints and always remembers them in his prayers. 

Notice to whom he prays, "God of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of  glory." The first thing Paul 
asks for you is spiritual wisdom and insight so you will mature in your knowledge of  the God to 
whom he directs his prayer. Paul also prays for you to be enlightened to understand the confident 
hope you have because God has called you and blessed you as His inheritance. Lastly, he asks that 
you might understand the great power currently at work in you. This same power, which is at work 
in you, raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him in honor at the Father's right hand. 

Doesn't it seem that prayer would lead to joyful obedience as we bear lasting fruit for the glory of  
such a great God? 

Lord God, glorious Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, we desire to glorify You and obey Your Son, 
who is our Lord, King, and Savior. Holy Spirit, thank You for recording prayers like Paul's. Please 
teach us to pray for kingdom qualities rather than earthy trinkets. 
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October 2 
1 KINGS 4-5, EPHESIANS 2, EZEKIEL 35, PSALM 85

Psalm 85 
"Restore us again, O God of  our salvation...Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in 
you." (Psalm 85:4-6) 

My Missional Community has recently begun praying for revival, starting in our own hearts and 
sweeping as far as the Holy Spirit wills to spread His restoration and revival. Psalm 85 is a prayer 
by the sons of  Korah with the same request.  
  
We don't know the historical setting of  this psalm, but many have suggested the period after the 
Israelites returned from captivity in Babylon. This prayer is fitting for their circumstances. The 
people had returned home with great anticipation and expectation. The Temple, destroyed by the 
Babylonians, was rebuilt but it was not comparable to Solomon's, but little else had been 
accomplished. Nehemiah 1:3 (NLT) describes the situation like this, "Things are not going well for 
those who returned to the province of  Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of  
Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have been destroyed by fire." 

As is proper for any prayer, Psalm 85 begins with acknowledgment and thankfulness for what God 
has done for the people. The LORD has blessed the Promised Land by restoring the fortunes of  
the Israelites. He has forgiven their iniquity by covering all their sins. God has also turned from His 
anger and withdrawn all His wrath. Notice "all their sin" and "all Your wrath" in verses two and 
three. Covering all sin is atonement, and withdrawing all wrath is propitiation; precisely what Jesus 
accomplished for man toward the Father on the cross. For believers, a grateful remembrance of  
what Jesus finished on the cross must include both. 

Have you ever, or do you now feel the need for your walk with Jesus to be restored and revived? 
John Wesley expressed that attitude as, "Where is the joy I knew when I first saw the LORD?" Is 
your desire, "Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your salvation"? That is the 
request of  the psalmist, "O God of  our salvation, restore and revive us so that we may rejoice in 
you." 

In verse 8, the psalmist describes the actions he will take following this request of  God. First, he 
will wait to hear from the LORD who speaks peace to his people. He is also determined not to be 
a fool again. Deuteronomy 29:18-19 (NLT) may well address that foolishness, "I am making this 
covenant with you so that no one...who hears the warnings of  this curse should not congratulate 
themselves, thinking, 'I am safe, even though I am following the desires of  my own stubborn 
heart.'" That is the definition of  foolishness. The word "safe" in Hebrew is shalom, which means 
peace. The psalmist knows it is impossible for the LORD to speak peace to someone with a 
stubborn heart.  

In verses 10-13, notice the repetition of  the word righteousness. Without righteousness, peace with 
God is impossible. Ephesians 2:13-14 describes how disciples of  Jesus have both righteousness and 
peace: "In Christ Jesus you who once were far off  have been brought near by the blood of  Christ. 
For he himself  is our peace."  

If  it is your desire for the LORD your God to restore and revive you to your first love for Him, 
Psalm 85:10-11 is a great place to start. At the cross of  Jesus Christ, all the attributes of  a good and 
wise God meet. His steadfast love, faithfulness, righteousness, and peace are displayed in Jesus as 
He gave His life for yours. What would be your response? Verse eleven says faithfulness springs 
from the earth (from you) as the righteousness of  God looks approvingly from heaven. 

Our LORD and God, please restore and revive our first love for You. Forgive us for foolishly 
walking with a stubborn heart, acting as if  that was okay with You. Teach us to pursue the 
righteousness Jesus provided with a passion. Jesus, You are our peace and righteousness. Holy 
Spirit, please apply this prayer to my heart. I want to rejoice in the God of  my salvation. 
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October 3 
1 KINGS 6, EPHESIANS 3, EZEKIEL 36, PSALM 86

Ephesians 3:2 
"Assuming that you have heard of  the stewardship of  God's grace that was given to me for you."  

When I read this verse, the question came to me, "Am I a steward of  God's grace? If  so, what kind 
of  steward am I? Do I see His grace as given to me for the benefit of  others like Paul, or do I see it 
solely for my benefit?"  

Luke 16:2-4 is the first use of  the Greek word for "stewardship" (meaning oversight or 
administration of  other's property). The passage is the parable where Jesus tells about a shrewd 
steward who uses his position to benefit himself. "Management" is how the Greek word is 
translated in this passage. Jesus explains the steward's response when charges are brought against 
him for wasting his master's possessions - before the master can fire him, the manager commits 
fraud to provide for his future. In verse 8, the master commends the dishonest steward for his 
shrewdness. Jesus uses the parable to describe how His followers should use their possessions in this 
world for their benefit in the new world to come. Jesus says, in verse 10-11, "One who is faithful in 
very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in very little is also dishonest in much." 

In Genesis 2:15, God gives Adam the role of  steward over His creation. "The LORD God took the 
man and put him in the garden of  Eden to work it and keep it." The Hebrew word "work" means 
to serve or cultivate. The word for "keep" means watch, protect, and preserve. So God entrusted 
Adam with the responsibility of  protecting and preserving the garden by serving it.  

In Acts 2:38, Peter says those who repent and are baptized for the forgiveness of  their sins will 
receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 7:7 he says, "Each has his own gift from God, 
one of  one kind and one of  another." In 1 Corinthians 12:1 the NIV describes these gifts as "gifts 
of  the Spirit." Peter provides a summation of  God's gifts to those who believe by saying, "As each 
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of  God's varied grace." (1 Peter 
4:10) Therefore, just as Adam and Paul received the role of  stewardship, so have all of  Jesus' 
disciples. "For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace...grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ." (John 1:16-17) 

Yesterday, my pastor went to great lengths to explain why the Bible is the final authority for all, not 
just for believers. In Mark 13:31 Jesus said, "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
not pass away." So where else would I find the answers to the questions of  life? As I have 
discovered through the years, God will answer my questions through His Word, if  I will search 
Scripture. Peter again helps us understand this truth in 2 Peter 1:3 (NLT), "By his divine power, 
God has given us everything we need for living a godly life." He has forgiven, redeemed, and 
adopted us into an eternal inheritance. To equip us to live out our inheritance in this sinful and evil 
generation, He has given us His Spirit and His Word. We would do well to trust both as we search 
for the answers to life. How else will we know how to be good stewards of  our Master's gifts? 

Lord Jesus, forgive me for foolishly acting as if  Your gift of  grace was for my benefit alone. Holy 
Spirit, please teach me to use Your gift for the glory of  my Father and the good of  His children. I 
want to be a faithful steward of  all the gifts You have given me. Please reveal to those who are daily 
reading and studying Your Word, the answers to their questions. 
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October 4 
1 KINGS 7, EPHESIANS 4, EZEKIEL 37, PSALM 87-88

Psalm 87 
"On the holy mount stands the city he founded." (Psalm 87:1) 

Psalm 87 turns our mind to the city of  God. It is a psalm that stirs great rejoicing from those who 
know the LORD, the One True God. Verses 1-3 describe the city as one founded by the LORD. A 
city He loves more than any other. The city in which He receives the glory, praise, and honor due 
unto Him. We know this city on the holy mountain is unique because of  Jesus' statement in John 
4:21-24: "The hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father...The hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him." 

The residents of  this city will be those who know Him. Just as Jesus says in John 10:14, "I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father." The residents of  this city will have an intimate relationship with the Founder. This city will 
be very different from the cities of  today where the citizens rarely know the leaders. Even though 
today's officials act in the name of  the people, the leaders do not actually know very many of  those 
they represent.  

We should take notice from where the residents come. Even though verses five and six say they 
were born in the city (which they were with a new birth), verse four describes those who know God 
as coming from varied places. The interesting thing about the locations from which they come is 
that every place mentioned in this verse is described in the Old Testament as enemies of  God's 
people at one time or another. Rahab represents Egypt (Isaiah 30:7), who at one time tried to 
annihilate God's chosen people (Exodus 1:16). Babylon destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem and 
killed or took into captivity almost all of  the people of  Judah. Philistia and Tyre conspired with the 
surrounding nations to destroy Israel (Psalm 83:4-8). Those God chose to be born in His city were 
selected to be His treasured possession out of  all the people on the earth. These will be the people 
ransomed by the blood of  Jesus for God His Father from every tribe and language and people and 
nation. (Revelation 5:9) 

Verse seven describes the city of  God as a place of  celebration because the source of  life comes 
from this city. Isaiah 12:3 describes this as where the citizens, "With joy you will draw water from 
the wells of  salvation." Revelation 7:17 says, "For the Lamb in the midst of  the throne will be their 
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of  living water, and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes."  

How often do you contemplate Zion? My study of  this Psalm inevitably leads me to Hebrews 
11:10-20, which describes a group of  people who were looking for a city that has foundations, 
whose designer and builder is God. Verses 13-16 struck me by the description of  their faith. Verse 
13 says they died in faith which is followed by a description of  their faith. These people agreed 
with the fact that where they were was not their home. They were strangers and exiles on the 
earth. (1 Peter 1:1) They desired a better country, a heavenly one. Due to that fact, God was not 
ashamed to be called their God because He had promised and prepared for them the city 
described in Psalm 87.  

It appears a primary component of  their faith was living on earth looking for Zion. Is your faith 
exhibited in this manner? 

LORD God, Founder, Designer, and Builder of  the city in which I was born, I praise Your holy 
Name. Forgive me for putting down so many roots in this world. Holy Spirit, stir within me the 
kindred faith of  Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Sarah. I, too, want God not to be ashamed to 
be called my God. Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, please lead me to those promised springs of  living 
water. Please make me thirsty for only what You can satiate. 
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October 5 
1 KINGS 8, EPHESIANS 5, EZEKIEL 38, PSALM 89

Ephesians 5:1-2 
"Christ loved us and gave himself  up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God." 

As I read this morning, my mind went back to Solomon's dedication of  the Temple. 1 Kings 
8:62-64 says, all Israel offered peace offerings, burnt offerings, and grain offerings to the LORD in 
such a vast quantity the alter was not large enough. Beginning with the burnt offering of  Noah, in 
Genesis 8:20, we are told these sacrifices were a pleasing aroma to the LORD. Exodus, Leviticus, 
and Numbers repeat this phrase throughout. In my study of  Scripture, I have found no offering 
and sacrifice to compare in magnitude to the dedication of  the Temple. If  the small offering of  
Noah was a pleasing aroma to the LORD, what was this massive sacrifice to Him? 

No quantity of  oxen and sheep is sufficient to atone for the sin of  man. Hebrews 10:5-7 says, 
"When Christ came into the world, he said, 'Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a 
body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.' 
Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of  me in the scroll of  the 
book.'" Jesus became the atoning sacrifice that was the complete and final fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 

Paul instructs us in Ephesians 5:1 to be imitators of  God by following the example of  Jesus Christ. 
We, too, are to walk in sacrificial love. In Romans 12:1, Paul appeals to us "to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship." 2 Corinthians 
2:15-16 says believers are a fragrant aroma: "For we are the aroma of  Christ to God among those 
who are being saved and among those who are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, 
to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?" Isn't that always the 
question for believers?  

God of  my salvation, like my Lord and Savior, I want my life to be a fragrant sacrifice to You. 
Holy Spirit, I am insufficient for such a task without Your moment by moment activity in my life. 
Please do as You will to make me the aroma of  Christ to my God. Lord Jesus, thank You for both 
the sacrifice and example of  One who did the Father's will. I desire to respond obediently to His 
will as You do.  

 Psalm 89:38-45  
"But now you have cast off  and rejected; you are full of  wrath against your anointed." 

Ethan the Ezrahite is struggling, isn't he? He knows everything he has prayed for thirty-seven 
verses is correct, but right now it doesn't appear to be so. God had established an everlasting 
covenant with David that one of  his sons would forever reign over Israel, but now, this does not 
seem to be true. There is no descendant of  David's on the throne. Those who rule the nation of  
Israel are foreigners - "Lord, where is your steadfast love of  old, which by your faithfulness you 
swore to David?" (Psalm 89:49). Pay particular attention to Ethan's closing statement: "Blessed be 
the LORD forever! Amen and Amen."  

When things do not seem to align as I think they should, this is an excellent prayer for me. Just as 
Ethan does, it is important to remind myself  of  all I know of  God and His promises. In those 
moments when I can't see, I am reminded I live by faith and not by sight, "Blessed be the LORD 
forever. May it be. May it be." 
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October 6 
1 KINGS 9, EPHESIANS 6, EZEKIEL 39, PSALM 90 

Ezekiel 39:29 
"I will not hide my face any more from them, when I pour out my Spirit upon the house of  Israel, declares the Lord 
GOD." 

No one can hide from God. The first article of  a monthly magazine from Ligonier Ministries, 
which I have read for years, is titled "Coram Deo," which means "before the face of  God." R. C. 
Sproul uses that article as a constant reminder that we live our lives constantly before God's 
watchful eye. In Jeremiah 23:23-24 the LORD makes that point, "Am I a God at hand, declares 
the LORD, and not a God far away? Can a man hide himself  in secret places so that I cannot see 
him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth?" If  that statement is not enough to 
convince you, read Psalm 139:7-12.  

In Genesis 16:13 (NLT), Hagar declared a new name for YHWH, "Hagar used another name to 
refer to the LORD, who had spoken to her. She said, "You are the God who sees me." Considering 
that fact always causes mixed emotions, doesn't it? Thinking of  the all-powerful, ever-present, and 
all-knowing God continually watching over me provides great comfort. Remembering Him as the 
One who is always my ever-present "help in time of  need," my rock, fortress, shield, and 
stronghold is liberating. It is like having the perfect big brother who is always ready to defend and 
protect. While I often think of  His seeing as a comfort, remembering Him as the One to whom I 
must give an account (even for the seemingly insignificant things like every careless word I speak as 
Jesus said in Matthew 12:36), can be unsettling. It is like my father who seemed to know everything 
I did and was willing to teach me the error of  my ways.  

Even though we cannot escape the face of  God, He chooses how He will present His face to us. 
Ezekiel provides a thorough description of  how God shows His face to mankind. "I will turn my 
face from them" (Ezekiel 7:22), "I will set my face against them" (Ezekiel 15:7), "I hid my face from 
them" (Ezekiel 39:23), "I will enter into judgement with you face to face" (Ezekiel 20:35), and "I 
will not hide my face anymore from them" (Ezekiel 39:29).  

In Leviticus 17:10, 20:3, 5-6, when the LORD sets His face against someone, that individual is cut 
off  from the nation of  Israel. God hides His face when His anger is aroused (Deuteronomy 31:17, 
32:19-20, Isaiah 54:8, 57:17). In Psalm 51:9, David asks God to hide His face from his sins. Acts 
25:16 says the Roman custom was for the accuser and accused to meet face to face to adjudicate 
the conflict. Needless to say, standing face to face in judgment before God, there will be no need to 
attempt a settlement since He is both judge and jury. 

Thinking of  God not hiding His face reminds me of  the prayer in Numbers 6:24-26, "The LORD 
bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the 
LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace." This is my prayer for you today. 
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October 7 
1 KINGS 10, PHILIPPIANS 1, EZEKIEL 40, PSALM 91

1 Kings 10:14
“Now the weight of  gold that came to Solomon in a year was 666 talents of  gold.” 

As I read the Bible, some numbers catch my attention. For example, the number 7 is the number 
of  perfection or completeness. Notice the multiple uses of  the number seven in Revelation. One 
number that stands out is 666. In Revelation 13:18, this is the number of  the beast. It is important 
to note, in Ezra 2:13, which lists the families returning to Jerusalem and Judah from Babylon, one 
family is listed with 666 members. So, the number might not always have a deeper meaning, but 
since I know what the future holds for Solomon's reign over Israel, I noticed that number. 

1 Kings 10 presents the apex of  Solomon's rule as king and the beginning of  its demise. The start 
of  the chapter describes the glory the LORD received because of  King Solomon. Verse one says 
Solomon's fame brought honor to His Name. In verse nine, the Queen of  Sheba praises the Name 
of  the LORD and declares His eternal love for the nation of  Israel, since He provided a king who 
rules with justice and righteousness. 1 Kings 4:24 says Solomon had peace on all sides around him. 
Following the dedication of  the Temple in 1 Kings 8:66, the people went to their homes joyful and 
glad of  heart for all the goodness the LORD had shown David and Israel through Solomon. 
Everything seemed to be going very well in Israel. 

Beginning in 1 Kings 10:14, the success of  Solomon's kingship wanes. Solomon's accumulation of  
gold is the first in a series of  God's instructions he ignores. In Deuteronomy 17:14-17, God 
provided three specific instructions for the future kings of  Israel: do not acquire many horses, do 
not take many wives for they will turn his heart from the LORD, and do not accumulate large 
amounts of  wealth. Also, 1 Kings 10 demonstrates Solomon was acquiring many horses and 1 
Kings 11:1-4 describes him taking many wives. Starting in 1 Kings 11:9, God brings to an end the 
peace Israel enjoyed. When everything was going well, just like his father with Bathsheba, Solomon 
chose to ignore God's instruction. The consequences of  Solomon's disobedience will be the 
division of  the nation. 

When everything is going well, is it our nature to think, "Okay, I've got this, I know what I am 
doing," without any reference to God's provision or protection? 1 Corinthians 10:12 provides wise 
counsel for when we think we have it all together: "Let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 
lest he fall." 

Our God and Father, thank You for protecting us from ourselves. We are inclined to consider 
ourselves capable of  running our affairs without You, even though Jesus told us we could do 
nothing without Him. Holy Spirit, You know our nature. Please bring enough trials into our lives 
to keep us walking with You, but not so many that our actions diminish our Father's glory.  

Psalm 91
Psalm 91 is the perfect reminder following my discussion of  1 Kings 10. Examine what the LORD 
does for those who dwell with Him. Because He delivers and covers you, there is no need to fear, 
for you will see the wicked punished. If  the LORD is your dwelling place, no evil will overtake you 
because He commands His angels to protect you. If  I hold fast to Him by knowing His Name, He 
will deliver and defend me. I will see His salvation.  

Yes, this is a much better reminder and prayer when we begin to think, "I've got this Lord. I know 
what I'm doing." 

302

https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10,Philippians+1,Ezekiel+40,Psalm+91
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10:14
https://www.esv.org/Revelation+13:18
https://www.esv.org/Ezra+2:13
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10
https://www.esv.org/1+King+10:1
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10:9
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+4:24
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+8:66
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10:14
https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+17:14-17
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11:1-4
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11:1-4
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11:9
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+10:12
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+91
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+91
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+10


October 8 
1 KINGS 11, PHILIPPIANS 2, EZEKIEL 41, PSALM 92-93

Philippians 2:1-2 
"So if  there is any encouragement in Christ, (if) any comfort from love, (if) any participation of  the Spirit, (if) any 
affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of  the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of  
one mind."  

For quite some time I struggled to understand Philippians 2:1, Paul's use of  the word "if" was the 
cause of  my problem. Adding to my difficulty, was the fact that "if" is inferred in every clause of  
the verse. I wanted to read the passage as, "So since there is..." or, "So because there is..." Using 
the word “if ” seemed inappropriate. It was as if  there was some doubt to the encouragement, 
comfort, affection, and sympathy in Christ through the activity of  the Spirit. How could there be 
any doubt for those who "taste and see that the LORD is good!" in Psalm 34:8?  

The Greek word translated "if" is conditional. It implies a condition which experience must 
determine. That being true, what is Paul saying? What does he want the reader to understand?  

It seems Paul is asking each reader, "What is your experience with Christ? Have you found these 
things true?" Peter does the same thing in 1 Peter 2:2-3, "Like newborn infants, long for the pure 
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if  indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good."  

The basis for each man's statement is, "Does Christ mean anything to you? Do you find His love 
encouraging and comforting? Has the gift of  His Spirit meant anything to you? Do you enjoy the 
fellowship of  the Spirit? Have you tasted His compassion and sympathy?" 

If  you have, both men command an appropriate response. Peter's instruction is to long for or crave 
the nourishment of  God's word as a baby does milk, so that you may grow into the fullness of  His 
salvation. Paul's command is to complete his joy by being of  the same mind. The evidence of  
being in fellowship with Christ and His Spirit is to mature in His love and be in agreement with 
those who have the same experience. Paul, in verse 5, says this is the case since each of  us has the 
mind of  Christ. He goes on to explain having the mind of  Christ inevitably leads us to humility 
just as Christ humbled Himself  specifically for those who "taste and see that the Lord Jesus is 
good."  

Hebrews 6:4-6 says, "For it is impossible, in the case of  those who have once been enlightened, 
who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness 
of  the word of  God and the powers of  the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them 
again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of  God to their own harm and 
holding him up to contempt." The writer of  Hebrews also addresses the conditional "if" without 
using the word as Paul and Peter. There are those who have benefited from the blessings of  Christ 
and His Spirit and, yet, are indifferent or even contemptuous of  the benefits. 

When reading of  Solomon in 1 Kings 11, I often wonder if  Solomon grew indifferent to the 
blessing of  the LORD. Since it became his practice to go after other gods, even though the LORD 
appeared to him twice, did Solomon become contemptuous of  God's blessings? I am thankful God 
is just in all His judgments. "Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments!" (Revelation 
16:7)  

Lord God Almighty, I thank You for being able to say, "Since, there is encouragement in Christ, 
and comfort in His love, and participation in His Spirit, I know the blessing of  His affection and 
sympathy. Please Holy Spirit, quickly convict me in those times I turn to other gods. I do not want 
that to become my practice. Jesus Christ, I want the purity of  the Word to be what I long for and 
crave." 
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October 9 
1 KINGS 12, PHILIPPIANS 3, EZEKIEL 42, PSALM 94

1 Kings 12 
Reading 1 Kings 12 reminds me of  some things my father told me many years ago. In the late 70's 
and early 80's, I worked for a congressman in Washington DC. Part of  the job was to stay current 
on the events of  the day, so I read all the major newspapers each day. In a visit with my dad, I 
confronted him about not staying up to date on what was happening in the world. Other than 
faithfully reading the Bible, he only read the once a month Reader's Digest and the once a week 
Pecos Enterprise. Needless to say, I knew the inadequacy of  that! His response was "Roy, the stories 
stay the same, only the names change."  

Rehoboam and Jeroboam are prime examples of  what my father knew. When Rehoboam rejected 
the old men's advice, he put in action a repetition of  history. Before we examine that incident, can 
you imagine leaders who accepted the counsel of  1 Kings 12:7? "If  you will be a servant to this 
people today and serve them, and speak good words to them...they will be your servants forever." 
Reminds me of  another leader who said, "The Son of  Man did not come to be served but to serve 
and give his life as a ransom for many."  

The result of  Rehoboam's decision is the event in 1 Kings 12:16. It is almost identical to the 
rebellion of  Sheba in 2 Samuel 20:1, "We have no portion in David, and we have no inheritance in 
the son of  Jesse; every man to his tents, O Israel!"  

The other repeat of  history is in 1 Kings 12:28. Following Jeroboam's coronation as king of  Israel, 
he began to worry that if  the people went to Jerusalem to worship the Lord, they would eventually 
want to reunite with Judah. To keep that from happening, after taking man's counsel, Jeroboam 
made two golden calves. His statement to Israel is the same as Aaron's in Exodus 32:4, "These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of  the land of  Egypt!" 

This passage also has some advice which my father repeatedly gave me. Both Rehoboam and 
Jeroboam sought counsel before making their decisions. Without my realizing it at the time, my 
father used 1 Corinthians 15:33 often in his advice to me, "Bad company ruins good morals." As I 
got older and wanted my independence, he regularly would comment about my choice of  friends. 
He was wise enough to understand their counsel would influence my decisions. Sadly, I didn't 
realize and appreciate his wisdom at the time, but His analysis proved correct. It still amazes me 
how much smarter my father became as I grew older. 

My God and Father, thank You for blessing me with an earthly father who knew Your Word and 
diligently and deliberately taught me based on Your wisdom. I anxiously await the day I will be 
able to ask for his forgiveness for not being an attentive, obedient son. Holy Spirit, please teach us 
to learn from the mistakes of  others and not repeat them. We know Your Word is the authority for 
our lives; teach us to seek Your advice and counsel above all others. 
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October 10 
1 KINGS 13, PHILIPPIANS 4, EZEKIEL 43, PSALM 95-96

Philippians 4:1-4
"I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord." 

Paul's statement is an expression of  concern over the conflict between two women in the church of  
Philippi. Paul does not provide any reason for the division, just a plea for the two women to heal 
the breach in their relationship. The basis for this exhortation flows directly from his description of  
the believers in Philippi.  

Twice, Paul declares his love for this church. He longs to see them because they are his joy and 
crown. The Greek word Paul uses for crown is not a king's crown but a wreath placed on the head 
of  the participants in a wedding and its feast. Paul is doubling down on the expression of  his 
delight in this group of  people. It is as if  he is saying, "You are my crowning joy."  

It is important to notice Paul's command to "stand firm thus in the Lord" and his plea for these 
women to "agree in the Lord." The women's relationship to Christ is the reason for his delight in 
them and the desire for their agreement. Paul's first command is in Philippians 1:27, "Let your 
manner of  life be worthy of  the gospel of  Christ, so...I may hear of  you that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of  the gospel." His second command 
is in Philippians 2:2, "Complete my joy by being of  the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of  one mind."  

In both of  these instructions, Paul is contending for the unity of  the Church. Notice how many 
times in those two verses, he uses the terms "one" and "same." Unity of  the Body of  Christ is a 
theme of  Paul's in virtually all of  his letters. Romans 4 describes the Church as one body with 
many members. In 1 Corinthians 10, while describing Jesus as the bread we all eat, he says, "We 
who are many are one body, for we all partake of  the one bread." Galatians 3 says, "There is 
neither Jew nor Greek...slave or free...male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus." So, the 
disagreement between these two women runs counter to the unity of  Body for which Paul always 
contends. 

In verse three, Paul instructs a "true companion" to help heal this wound in the Body of  Christ. He 
is asking this person to be a peacemaker as Jesus described in Matthew 5:9, "Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of  God." I have often wondered if  this conflict reminded 
Paul of  his disagreement with Barnabas in Acts 15:36-40. Did he wish there had been a 
peacemaker at that time in their lives? Have you ever been in a similar situation and hoped for 
one? Are you aware of  a division in the Body of  Christ that needs a peacemaker? Is the Holy 
Spirit calling you to stand firm in the breach to reconcile two of  the Father's children? 

Our God and Father, forgive us for not being as concerned for the Bride of  Christ as You are. Holy 
Spirit, please give us clarity to see where You would have us be a reconciler. May we never be the 
reason for division in Christ's Church. Jesus Christ, thank You for including me in Your Body. I will 
endeavor to live in a manner worthy of  Your Gospel. 
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October 11 
1 KINGS 14, COLOSSIANS 1, EZEKIEL 44, PSALM 97-98

Colossians 1:3-14
"We always thank God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you." (Colossians 1:3) 

Paul begins almost every letter expressing this sentiment. (Romans 1:8-10, 1 Corinthians 1:4-6, 
Ephesians 1:16, Philippians 1:3, 1 Thessalonians 1:2) Paul is thankful for the church at Colossae, 
even though we have no record of  him visiting the city. The letter addressed to them in verse 2 is 
the only mention of  the town in the New Testament.  

Paul begins by proclaiming his thanks and prayers for these saints, even though he has never met 
most of  them. He expresses his thankfulness that God had shown His love for this group by giving 
them the gift of  faith when they heard the Word of  Truth. He is also thankful for the manner in 
which they exhibit their love and hope in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Paul prays for them because they are doing well in their walk of  faith. I must confess at times I 
neglect to pray for those who are faithfully walking with the Lord. My prayers tend to focus on 
those who are struggling. I shouldn't overlook those doing well because they are probably facing 
stiff  resistance in their efforts to please God. 

Paul prays without ceasing for these faithful saints. His specific request is for them to be filled with 
the knowledge of  God's will. It is not a prayer to know God and the things of  God, but uniquely 
for the understanding of  God's will to be the controlling factor in their lives. When that is true of  
believers, we fulfill verse ten of  chapter 1. When His will dominates our thoughts and actions we 
"walk in a manner worthy of  the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work."  

Were you ever told, "You know better than that!" My parents had plenty of  opportunities to say 
that to me. As a disciple of  Jesus Christ have you ever heard that correction from another believer 
or the Holy Spirit?  

Since the Father has qualified us to be heirs of  His, and joint heirs with Jesus by delivering us into 
the kingdom of  His Beloved Son, why would we behave in ways in which we, "know better than 
that?" When that is the case, we have the knowledge of  God's will, but that knowledge is not the 
controlling factor in our decision.  

God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, I unite my voice with Paul's. Please fill Your children 
with the knowledge of  Your will. May Your will be the dominant consideration in the way we 
choose to live our lives. Forgive us for living in a manner unworthy of  our Lord Jesus. Please 
strengthen us to live faithfully in a dark, twisted, and adulterous generation as citizens of  Your 
kingdom, as salt and light.  

Psalm 98:9
"He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity."  

Reading that sentence this morning, I thought, "Of  course, He will judge the world with 
righteousness and equity because the foundation of  His throne is righteousness and justice." The 
beginning of  our reading in Psalm 97:1-2 says the earth is to rejoice because the LORD reigns and 
judges from a throne founded on righteousness and justice.  

When considering God judging based on what is right and just, I am forced to quickly admit my 
need for Jesus as Savior. If  I were to receive justice apart from Him, I would be doomed. 

My Lord and Savior, thank You for accepting the doom I justly deserve. Father God, the Good 
News of  Your Son, is the only option in which I can stand before Your throne uncondemned. 

306

https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+14,Colossians+1,Ezekiel+44,Psalm+97-98
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1:3-14
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1:3
https://www.esv.org/Romans+1:8-10
https://www.esv.org/1+Corinthians+1:4-6
https://www.esv.org/Ephesians+1:16
https://www.esv.org/Philippians+1:3
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1:2
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1:2
https://www.esv.org/Colossians+1:10
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+98:9
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+97:1-2


October 12 
1 KINGS 15, COLOSSIANS 2, EZEKIEL 45, PSALM 99-101

Psalm 99
It is impossible to read Psalm 99 without realizing the LORD is Holy, Holy, Holy. In verses three, 
five, and nine, the author explicitly declares the LORD is holy. The threefold declaration of  God's 
holiness reminds me of  Isaiah 6:1-4 and Revelation 4:6-9. In these passages angels, seraphim, and 
cherubim around the throne of  God declare, "Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD."  

In Psalm 99:1-3, because the Holy LORD reigns and rules, the people tremble and the earth 
quakes. He is enthroned between cherubim. These are the angels that guard the tree of  life in the 
Garden of  Eden (Genesis 3:24) with flaming swords. They overshadow the mercy seat in the Most 
Holy Place (Exodus 25:20, 26:34). Cherubim are the four living creatures (Ezekiel 10:9-14) around 
the throne, who day and night never cease to say, "Holy holy, holy is the LORD God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come!" (Revelation 4:6-9) He is the great and awesome One.  

Throughout Scripture, we are provided with other descriptions to help us understand His holiness, 
which refers to the uniqueness and purity of  God. In Exodus 3:5, Moses was told to remove his 
sandals because he was standing on holy ground. The LORD's presence made even the dirt on 
which Moses stood pure and holy. Joshua 5:15, says the same thing. Paul, describing the presence 
of  God in 1 Timothy 6:15-16, says, "He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of  kings 
and Lord of  lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one 
has ever seen or can see." He describes the Lord's purity as "unapproachable light," the One who 
no one can see. Habakkuk 1:13 describes His purity as, "You who are of  purer eyes than to see evil 
and cannot look at wrong."  

In Psalm 99:4-5, The LORD is declared to be the holy King, who loves justice, established justice, 
and executes justice. He is the holy and righteous Judge, who "cannot look at wrong." Exodus 
24:17 says, "The appearance of  the glory of  the LORD was like a devouring fire." Both the Old 
Testament and New Testament (Deuteronomy 4:24, Hebrews 12:29), says our God "is a 
consuming fire." Both of  these passages are describing God's role as Judge. This Sovereign King, 
and Lord who loves, established, and carries out justice is pure and perfect in His judgments. 

Thankfully, the Holy Judge also answers those who call upon His name. Psalm 99:6-9 describes the 
Lord as One who hears, speaks, answers, and forgives. In Genesis 35:3, Jacob describes God as the 
One who answers me in the day of  my distress. The author of  Psalm 99 uses Moses, Aaron, and 
Samuel as examples of  those the LORD heard and answered. He is the God, who in His love of  
justice, both forgives and punishes the wrong of  those who call upon His Name. He is worthy of  
our exaltation.  

Throughout Scripture, those who call upon His Name are instructed to be holy as He is holy. 
Leviticus 11:44 says, "I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for 
I am holy." In Matthew 5:48, Jesus, while describing citizens of  the Kingdom, says, "You therefore 
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect." In 2 Corinthians 7:1 Paul tells us, "Since we 
have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of  body and spirit, 
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of  God." In 1 Thessalonians 4:7 he says, "God has not 
called us for impurity but in holiness." All these verses make it evident that God's desire for those 
He forgives is a response of  thankfulness expressed by living holy lives. The passage which has the 
most significant impact on me concerning my holiness is Hebrews 12:14, "Strive for peace with 
everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord."  

Holy Lord God, You alone are perfect in all Your ways. Not only are You perfect, but You are also 
gracious. Thank You for being gracious to me. Thank You for forgiving me. Lord Jesus, I know it is 
Your perfection and holiness that covers me. I am righteous because the Father has placed me in 
You. That being true, I want to strive for holiness that reflects my gratitude for all You did and do 
for me. 
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October 13 
1 KINGS 16, COLOSSIANS 3, EZEKIEL 46, PSALM 102

1 Kings 16:12
"Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of  Baasha, according to the word of  the LORD, which he spoke against 
Baasha by Jehu the prophet."  

"According to the word of  the LORD" is a recurring statement in both books of  the Kings. The 
expression denotes that a previous declaration of  the LORD is now fulfilled. Here, in chapter 16, 
the statement is used twice. The phrase reminds us of  the reason for the destruction of  Baasha's 
entire family. In the third verse of  this chapter, the LORD, through Jehu, told Baasha, "I will 
utterly sweep away Baasha and his house." We don't know precisely the amount of  time between 
Jehu's prophecy and the destruction of  Baasha's family, but his son, Elah, ruled only two years 
before God used Zimri to fulfill His promise.  

The second use of  "according to the word of  the LORD" is found in verse 34. The statement 
concerning Jericho almost seems to be an, "O, by the way," since it has nothing to do with the kings 
of  Israel or Judah. Hiel of  Bethel, who is only mentioned here in Scripture, rebuilt Jericho at the 
cost of  two sons. The deaths of  the sons are attributed to "the word of  the LORD," spoken 
through Joshua. In Joshua 6:26, after the fall of  Jericho, Joshua said, "'Cursed before the LORD be 
the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. At the cost of  his firstborn shall he lay its 
foundation, and at the cost of  his youngest son shall he set the gates.'"  

A long time, compared to the fulfillment of  the prophecy concerning Baasha, passed before this 
"according to the word of  the LORD" was fulfilled. From the first days when Joshua led Israel into 
the Promised Land, through all the prophets and several kings of  both Judah and Israel, the 
LORD waited and watched to do as He had spoken. Obviously, this verse was not an, "O, by the 
way," it is included to remind us God does not forget His promises, no matter how long it takes. 

It reminds me of  a story about a farmer and a preacher. There was a rural church which met in a 
building surrounded on three sides by farmland. The farmer, who owned the land, did not endorse 
the fourth commandment. Being somewhat of  an antagonist, he regularly worked the field 
adjacent to the church on Sunday morning during the worship service. The preacher reminded the 
farmer of  God's command to keep the Sabbath holy, and suggested the farmer visit the church the 
following Sunday. The farmer replied, "No, I work seven days a week during the season, that is 
why I am successful." The pastor explained the farmer's success was because of  God's 
graciousness. The farmer responded with a challenge. If  at the end of  harvest, he reaped a poor 
crop he would consider not working on Sunday and maybe attend church. However, if  his harvest 
was abundant, he would continue as he always had. That year the farmer had a bumper crop. 
Needless to say, he flaunted that fact to the preacher by saying, "I told you it was my efforts, not 
God's blessing. If  you had been correct, I wouldn't have had such a great year." The preacher 
replied, "You need to remember, God does not settle all His accounts in November."  

Sovereign LORD, thank You for the constant reminder of  Your faithfulness. What You promise 
always happens, even if  it seems to take a long time for us. You are not bound by time—to You, 
one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as a day. Father, You have put eternity into 
our heart, yet, we live confined by the measurement of  time. Holy Spirit, please strengthen our 
sight to look beyond today as we wait expectantly for the return of  our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
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October 14 
1 KINGS 17, COLOSSIANS 4, EZEKIEL 47, PSALM 103

Psalm 103 
"Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!" (Psalm 103:1) 

The first five verses of  this Psalm are David talking to himself. He is telling his inner man, where 
he thinks, feels, wills, and desires, to bless the LORD. It is another way of  saying, "Bless the LORD 
with all my heart, soul and mind." David is challenging himself  to reminisce over all the LORD's 
blessings. He is the One who forgives, heals, redeems, crowns, and satisfies. In verse five, David tells 
himself  to remember and bless the LORD for all He does so that he will be renewed. Doesn't verse 
five remind you of  Isaiah 40:31, "They who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not 
faint." How do you revive yourself ? I was reminded of  the song, "Count your many blessings, 
name them one by one and it will surprise you what the Lord has done." David is doing precisely 
that.  

If  I were writing headers for Scripture, verses 6-16 would be "Grace Alone." In the first five verses, 
David examines what the LORD has done to deserve David's praise. In the next eleven verses, he 
discusses why the LORD does what He does. Verse thirteen provides the key to understanding 
God's grace. As a loving father treats his children, the Father is gracious to His children - those 
who are in awe of  Him. Using Moses and the people of  Israel as an example, David says the 
LORD, even though He knows our actions, responds to the oppressed in righteousness and justice. 
The LORD does not punish as we deserve but is compassionate, merciful, slow to anger, and treats 
us with unfailing love. We are to remember who He is because He recognizes who we are. He 
knows we are dust, like grass, or a fading flower that is here for a short while and then is gone.  

It appears man comes and goes. Be that as it may, the LORD's steadfast love is from everlasting to 
everlasting. He is the One who "redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with steadfast 
love" (verse 4). Three times in the Psalm, David makes the point this gift is to those who fear the 
LORD. In verse 18, the evidence of  this fear and awe are exhibited by keeping His covenant and 
remembering His commandments. He is the ruler of  all, therefore, He deserves nothing less.  

David closes by reminding all of  His creation to "Bless the LORD." The angels should bless Him. 
As LORD of  hosts, all who do His will should bless Him. Since He has dominion over everything, 
all creation should bless Him. Lastly, David reminds himself  and us, we should individually bless 
Him with all our heart, mind, and soul.  

LORD of  Heaven's Armies, Your dominion has no end. You deserve praise from all creation. We 
look forward to the day You display Your splendor in the heavens, and the earth is full of  Your 
praise. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
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October 15 
1 KINGS 18, 1 THESSALONIANS 1, EZEKIEL 48, PSALM 104

1 Kings 18:21 
"How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If  the LORD is God, follow him; but if  Baal, then 
follow him." 

Joshua presented a similar proposal in Joshua 24:15, "Choose this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your fathers served...but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 
Scripture says it is impossible to worship YHWH and anything else. In Matthew 6:24 Jesus said, 
"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other." If  possible, Paul is even blunter, "You cannot drink the 
cup of  the Lord and the cup of  demons. You cannot partake of  the table of  the Lord and the table 
of  demons. Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?" (1 Corinthians 
10:21-22). In 2 Corinthians 6:15 (NLT) he asks "What harmony can there be between Christ and 
the devil?"  

O LORD, God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, just as Elijah prayed so, too, do we. Make it known 
this day that you are God. We raise our voices to you, "Answer us, O LORD that these people may 
know You are God and that You have turned their hearts back." Lord Jesus, this seems a perfect 
prayer for revival among Your followers. Today would Your Spirit show Himself  powerful in 
turning hearts back to You alone. Forgive us for trying to serve You and anything else.  
  
1 Thessalonians 1 
Church historians believe this is one of  the first, if  not the first, letter that was written by Paul. Acts 
17:1-13 is the account of  Paul's visit to Thessalonica. He and Silas were there less than a month 
before being run out of  town by jealous Jews. As you will see while reading 1 Thessalonians, Paul 
developed a deep love and affection for these believers in a short time. Paul was so concerned, he 
sent Timothy back to check on their well-being, while he stayed by himself  in Athens. Paul wrote 
this letter after Timothy's return.  

Paul's primary concern was the believer’s response to persecution. In 1 Thessalonians 1:6 Paul says 
they received the Gospel with much affliction and joy. In chapter 2, he says their suffering is just 
like their fellow believers in Israel. In 1 Thessalonians 3:3-5, Paul tells the believers they were 
destined to suffer affliction. The purpose of  Timothy's trip was to learn how the believers in 
Thessalonica were handling the inevitable persecution. Timothy's report to Paul caused great 
rejoicing. The church's response was to continue the work of  the LORD in faith, with love for the 
labor, and steadfast hope in the Lord Jesus. Paul declares this group of  believers are an example for 
all believers in Macedonia and Achaia.  

Reading this letter, you will notice the repeated theme of  Jesus' return. In each of  the five chapters, 
Paul mentions Jesus coming again. It seems the church had many questions for Timothy regarding 
Jesus' return since Paul discusses the topic at length in his letter. I suspect persecution quickens 
believer's interest in when Jesus is coming back.  

Paul, knowing our inclination to become discouraged, especially in the face of  persecution, 
encourages them, and reminds them to encourage each other. On eight separate occasions, Paul 
uses the same Greek word which is also translated as comfort and urge. One of  his last commands 
is, "We urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be 
patient with them all."  

Living and True God, direct our steps to You. God of  love, stir in us an increased passion for You 
and Your children. God of  peace, teach us to be at peace no matter the circumstances as we, too, 
await our Savior's return. 
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October 16 
1 KINGS 19, 1 THESSALONIANS 2, DANIEL 1, PSALM 105

1 Kings 19:2-3 
"So may the gods do to me and more also, if  I do not make your life as the life of  one of  them by this time 
tomorrow."  

This threat on Elijah's life by Jezebel reminds me of  how much Elijah and John the Baptist had in 
common. John was not only threatened by a bloodthirsty queen but killed because of  her hatred. 
In Mark 6, Herodias held a grudge against John and wanted him put to death because he pointed 
out the fact she had left her husband to be married to her brother-in-law. Unlike Jezebel's 
unsuccessful threat against Elijah, Herodias succeeded in having John beheaded.  

Before John's birth, Gabriel, an angel of  the Lord, appeared to his father, Zechariah, to announce 
an answer to his prayers for a son (Luke 1:11-17). Gabriel said John's ministry would exhibit the 
spirit and power of  Elijah. In 1 Kings 18:37, Elijah prayed for the LORD to turn the people of  
Israel's heart back to Him. Gabriel said that John would do that. Additionally, Gabriel explained 
John would fulfill the last prophecy of  the Old Testament. In Malachi 4:5-6, the LORD promised 
to send Elijah to turn the hearts of  fathers to their children and the hearts of  children to their 
fathers, just as Gabriel declared John would do in Luke 1:17.  

In Luke 9:18, Jesus asks his disciples, "Who do the crowds say that I am?" Their response was John 
the Baptist, or Elijah, or one of  the other prophets who had risen. The people of  Israel knew 
Elijah and John so well, they assumed Jesus must be one of  those two men because God was 
working through Him in the same way He had the two prophets.  

In Matthew 11:14, Jesus, speaking of  John, said, "If  you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah." He 
makes this statement after reminding the crowd that John was an unshakeable prophet, like Elijah, 
who fulfilled his responsibility of  calling Israel to repentance.  

The event that started this conversation brings to mind another similarity between Elijah and John. 
Not only did the queen of  their day hate them, but Elijah and John both responded in comparable 
ways to the queens' threats. In Luke 11:1-3, while John was in prison, he sent disciples to ask Jesus 
"Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another." Elijah, when threatened by Jezebel 
in 1 Kings 19, fled for his life. Both men doubted God in the moment of  distress.  

John is the one who declared Jesus to be the "Lamb of  God, who takes away the sin of  the world" 
and the One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. After baptizing Jesus, he saw the Holy Spirit 
descend on Him and heard the Voice from heaven say, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased," but sitting in prison, John struggled in his belief. 

Elijah saw God withhold rain for three years, send ravens to feed him, raise a boy from the dead, 
cause fire from heaven to consume the offering, and answer his prayer by bringing rain after the 
prolonged drought, but the threat of  Jezebel caused him to flee for his life. 

The LORD God and the Lord Jesus graciously dealt with both men in their time of  doubt. He 
feeds Elijah for forty days on Mount Horeb and then spoke to him to encourage and comfort. Jesus 
responded to John's question by quoting Scripture to remind him of  all the fulfilled prophecy of  
both his life and Jesus'. 

Father of  mercies and God of  all comfort, thank You for displaying Your gentleness and patience 
with Elijah and John. Thank You for raising up men like Elijah and John who faithfully proclaim 
the necessity of  turning back to You. May my witness of  You be as bold as these two men. 
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October 17 
1 KINGS 20, 1 THESSALONIANS 3, DANIEL 2, PSALM 106

Psalm 106:4-5 
"Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people; help me when you save them, that I may look upon 
the prosperity of  your chosen ones, that I may rejoice in the gladness of  your nation, that I may glory with your 
inheritance." 

Do you think of  yourself  as God's inheritance? You should, because if  He placed you in Christ 
Jesus (1 Corinthians 1:30), you are a treasured possession described as His inheritance.  

Notice the progression of  thought in verses four and five. In verse four, the Psalmist asked to be 
remembered by the LORD when He shows favor to His people. In the following clauses, "your 
people" are referred to as "them," "chosen ones," "your nation," and "your inheritance." God's 
chosen ones are His inheritance.  

In Ephesians 1, Paul makes the same point. Ephesians 1:3 says He chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of  the world. Verse 11-14 tells us, as His elect, we have received an inheritance in 
Christ with the gift of  the Holy Spirit as the guarantee of  our heritage. Paul's prayer in verse 18 
(NLT), describes the chosen as "his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance." So, as 
disciples of  Jesus Christ, we both receive an inheritance and are an inheritance to the Lord God.  
  
The Old Testament discusses this special relationship between God and His people in great detail. 
In Exodus 34:8-9, Moses asks "O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of  us, for it is a stiff-
necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance." 
Deuteronomy 4:20 says, "The LORD has taken you...to be a people of  his own inheritance." In 
Psalm 28:9 David prays, "Save your people and bless your heritage!" As His inheritance, God 
disciplines Israel. Psalm 78:62 says, "He gave his people over to the sword and vented his wrath on 
his heritage." Psalm 94:14 adds, "For the LORD will not forsake his people; he will not abandon 
his heritage."  

Because death is usually required to receive an inheritance, we typically think of  it as singularly 
beneficial to the recipient rather than a blessing to the provider as well. However, in Ephesians 1:3 
we are told to bless the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ as He has blessed us in Christ. 
The inheritance we receive from God is based on the life, death, and resurrection of  Jesus Christ.  

So how do we "bless God?" 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 says, "I will make my dwelling among them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God and they shall be my people...I will be a father to 
you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty. Since we have these 
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of  body and spirit, bringing 
holiness to completion in the fear of  God." It sounds like an excellent place to start, doesn't it? 
Since He is our God, would it not bless Him for us to act like our Father and God. 
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October 18 
1 KINGS 21, 1 THESSALONIANS 4, DANIEL 3, PSALM 107

1 Kings 21:25-29
"Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself  before me? Because he has humbled himself  before me, I will not 
bring the disaster in his days." (1 Kings 21:29) 

Doesn't this statement by the Lord cause you to stop and re-read verse 25? "There was none who 
sold himself  to do what was evil in the sight of  the LORD like Ahab." One moment God declared 
Ahab unmatched in his pursuit of  evil. In the next He proclaimed, "I will not bring the disaster in 
his days." Instead of  administering the deserved result of  Ahab's sin, God chooses to withhold His 
judgment. What happened to bring about such a response?  

Verse 27 said when Ahab heard God's word of  judgment, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, 
fasted, went around dejectedly, and even slept in sackcloth. God describes those acts as Ahab 
humbling himself  before Him. How quick the LORD is to respond to humility! 

We see a similar situation in Jonah 3. God sent Jonah to Nineveh to proclaim, "Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!" The people of  Nineveh believed God and responded in the same 
manner as Ahab. The king not only acted the same way, he also decreed a fast for the whole city, 
including the animals, and required both man and beast to wear sackcloth. He stated, "Who 
knows? God may turn and relent from his fierce anger." God did relent and did not destroy the city 
because the people humbled themselves before Him.  

In Leviticus, the phrase "realizes his guilt" is used repeatedly. These sackcloth actions of  Ahab and 
Nineveh are an acknowledgment of  their guilt before God. Proverbs 28:13 says, "Whoever 
conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain 
mercy." Repeatedly, in the Old Testament, the Lord describes Himself  as, "The LORD, the 
LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and faithfulness, 
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty" (Exodus 34:6). In Ezekiel 33:11 God explains Himself  like this, "As I live, 
declares the LORD GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of  the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of  
Israel?" 

Ahab's repentance reminds me of  Psalm 107:17-22, "Some were fools through their sinful ways, 
and because of  their iniquities suffered affliction; they loathed any kind of  food, and they drew 
near to the gates of  death. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them 
from their distress. He sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from their 
destruction. Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the 
children of  man!" 

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promises as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance." (2 Peter 3:9) 

LORD GOD, Your graciousness to the undeserving is unimaginable in a world so quick to judge 
and punish. Throughout the history of  mankind, You have shown Yourself  to be long-suffering, 
slow to anger, willing to forgive man's rebellion. Thank You for such grace and mercy provided at 
great cost by Christ Jesus. Holy Spirit, convict me and lead me to repent quickly and produce the 
fruit of  repentance. 
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October 19 
1 KINGS 22, 1 THESSALONIANS 5, DANIEL 4, PSALM 108-109

1 Kings 22:7 
"But Jehoshaphat said, "Is there not here another prophet of  the LORD of  whom we may inquire?" 

In reading this event, my thoughts were, "Am I getting the counsel of  the four-hundred or the 
counsel of  one?" and, "Am I giving the counsel of  one or uniting my voice with the four-
hundred?" 

LORD GOD, please place people in my life who, like Micaiah, will speak Your Word to me. 
Forgive me for giving counsel based upon anything other than Your Word. Holy Spirit, teach me 
Your Word so well my thoughts and words would reflect those of  my Lord and Savior.  

Psalm 109:6-15 
What do you think when you read passages like this where David's request of  God is so harsh? At 
first glance, it can seem as though David's prayer asking God to persecute or harm his enemies 
contradict Jesus' instruction to love our enemy and pray for those who persecute us. Do we then 
write off  these prayers of  David as merely a human reaction?  

If  we turn to the New Testament, it will help us interpret these prayers. Several Scriptures apply 
the verses in Psalm 109 to those who crucified Jesus. (Matthew 26:59-62; Psalm 109:2; Acts 1:20; 
Psalm 109:8; Matthew 27:39; Psalm 109:25; Acts 2:23; Psalm 109:27). When we come to a passage 
of  Scripture that seems contradictory or doesn't seem to fit with our understanding, the first thing 
to do is remember who wrote the Bible. It seems correct to say David wrote these Psalms since he 
is credited as the author, yet, Scripture makes it very clear the entire Bible was written by men, like 
David, under the influence of  the Holy Spirit. Several verses speak specifically about the Holy 
Spirit speaking through David.  

In Mark 12:36 Jesus said, "David himself, in the Holy Spirit declared, 'The Lord said to my Lord, 
Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.'" (Psalm 110:1) Jesus attributed this 
verse to the Holy Spirit, even though it is "A Psalm Of  David." In Acts 1:16-20 Peter said, "The 
Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of  David, 
concerning Judas." Peter was referring to Psalm 109:8 and Psalm 69:25, both of  which were 
credited to David.  

The Bible tells us all Scripture is from God through the Holy Spirit. 2 Timothy 3:16 "All Scripture 
is breathed out by God." 2 Peter 1:20-21 (NLT) "Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in 
Scripture ever came from the prophet's own understanding, or from human initiative. No, those 
prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God." 

There are some Psalms, such as Psalm 35, 58, 109, and 137, that are called imprecatory psalms or 
psalms that curse God's enemies. When we approach these passages, we need to remember: 1) God 
does not make mistakes. These are His Words spoken through His spokesmen. When passages like 
this disturb us, we must realize it is our thinking that needs to change. 2) We must remember God's 
judgment is as perfect as His mercy; His wrath is as complete as His love. 3) All the Psalms were 
written with the desire for God to hear and draw near. When He does draw near, He brings both 
salvation and judgment. Man cannot have one without the other.  

When you come to passages like Psalm 109:6-15, remember 2 Timothy 3:16-17, "All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of  God may be complete, equipped for every good work." These 
difficult verses are to teach, reprove, correct, and train us.  

Holy Spirit, as I read these difficult passages, please align my thinking and understanding to Your 
Word. I know my thoughts are not Yours, but I want a renewed mind for my Father's glory and my 
good. 
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October 20 
2 KINGS 1, 2 THESSALONIANS 1, DANIEL 5, PSALM 110-111

Psalm 110
"But he himself  will be refreshed from the brooks along the way. He will be victorious." (Psalm 110:7 NLT)  

The last sentence of  Psalm 110 in the New Living Translation is an excellent summary of  today's 
reading.  

In 2 Kings 1, an earthly king, Ahaziah, rejects the Word of  the LORD and inquires about his 
future from Baal-zebub. The LORD knows his foolishness and sends Elijah to denounce the 
decision. There is a God in Israel whose Word is sure. As proof, when Ahaziah sends soldiers to 
capture Elijah, the LORD sends fire from heaven to protect His messenger and destroy his would-
be captors.  

2 Thessalonians 1 describes a similar situation when the Lord Jesus returns with His mighty angels 
in flaming fire. He will judge, bringing a punishment of  eternal destruction to those who have 
caused His saints to suffer.  

Daniel 5 displays the LORD as an all-knowing judge. Belshazzar, another earthly king, foolishly 
rejected his father's experience with the Most High and lifted himself  up against the Lord of  
heaven. The LORD God, who Belshazzar mocked by using the utensils from His temple to 
worship other gods, displayed his power. When the hand of  God wrote on the wall, he was so 
frightened, his face was ashen, his mind screamed with fear, his knees buckled, and his legs could 
not support him. Daniel provided the interpretation of  God's judgment against Belshazzar: "Your 
days and kingdom have been brought to an end; you have been weighed on God's scales and found 
wanting, and your kingdom will be given to the Medes and Persians." He died that night. 

Psalm 110 describes the One who will shatter kings and execute judgment among the nations in 
verses four through six as both King and Priest. This King/Priest is seated at the right hand of  
YHWH until all His enemies are under His authority and control. He is King because the LORD 
gave Him the scepter to rule. Psalm 2 is a vivid description of  His rule and authority. He is Priest 
because the LORD declared Him to be a priest in the order of  Melchizedek with both an oath and 
vow.  

Psalm 110 is the most frequently referenced Old Testament text in the entire New Testament. Jesus 
used verse one to identify Himself  in Matthew 22:44-46 and Mark 12:35-37. Many of  the 
thoughts developed in Hebrews are expositions of  this psalm (Hebrews 1:13, 5:6, 10, 6:20, 7:1-25, 
8:1, 12:2). Jesus' last description of  Himself  in Revelation 22:16 refers to this Psalm. "I am the root 
and the descendant of  David, the bright morning star." In this verse, Jesus answers the question He 
asks in Matthew 22 and Mark 12 concerning the Messiah's relationship to David.  

Daniel 5:23 (NLT) provides the closing comment for our consideration of  this eternal, all-knowing 
God who rules and reigns with all authority. Daniel describes him as, "The God who gives you the 
breath of  life and controls your destiny!" Yes, "He will be victorious!"  

LORD GOD Most High, You have chosen to reveal Your majesty, power, wisdom, and authority 
throughout the history of  Your creation. Thank You for the eyes to see the Truth of  who You are 
and what You deserve from me. Thank You for both my physical and eternal life. I want to be one 
of  those dressed in holy garments who willingly serves You, now and for all eternity. 
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October 21 
2 KINGS 2, 2 THESSALONIANS 2, DANIEL 6, PSALM 112-113

Psalm 112:1
"Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in his commandments!" 

Doesn't this psalm strike a harmonious note in your soul after reading of  Elijah, Elisha, and 
Daniel? What an excellent description of  these three men in verses 6-8, "For the righteous will 
never be moved; he will be remembered forever. He is not afraid of  bad news; his heart is firm, 
trusting in the LORD. His heart is steady; he will not be afraid until he looks in triumph on his 
adversaries."  

Reading Elisha say, "Please let there be a double portion of  your spirit on me," I thought "What 
makes a person worthy of  such admiration?" Have you known anyone to whom that statement 
would be true for you? What would be the defining characteristics of  such a person?  

As is so often the case, the Holy Spirit quickly gave me an answer through His Word. In Daniel 
6:16 King Darius provided valuable insight into the character of  such a person - "May your God, 
whom you serve continually, deliver you!" Can you think of  a better summary of  the lives of  
Elijah, Elisha, and Daniel than, "Your God, whom you serve continually!" I am sure these men 
have other attributes worthy of  emulation, but I cannot think of  a better eternal epitaph than 
"Served the LORD God continually." 

Almighty God, You have blessed us with examples worthy of  imitation. Have You placed anyone 
in my life worthy of  me wanting a double portion of  them for myself  like Elisha? What would it be 
like to be worthy of  another desiring a double portion like Elijah? Holy Spirit, please cause us to 
desire a life worthy of  Paul's command in 1 Corinthians 11:1, "Be imitators of  me, as I am of  
Christ." Lord Jesus, we know You are the perfect example of  the One who served the LORD God 
continually. Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit. May our lives reflect Your Spirit. O, Lord Jesus, 
that I too could say, “Follow me because I am following Christ Jesus.” 
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October 22 
2 KINGS 3, 2 THESSALONIANS 3, DANIEL 7, PSALM 114-115

Daniel 7:13-14 
"I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of  heaven there came one like a son of  man, and he came to 
the Ancient of  Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that 
all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed." 

In Daniel 2, King Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of  an unusual image that Daniel described as four 
kingdoms which would be followed by an eternal kingdom. This eternal kingdom began as a 
"stone cut out by no human hand" that destroyed the image to become a great mountain that 
"filled the whole earth." In the vision in chapter 7, Daniel sees the four kingdoms described as 
"great beasts" which were followed by a kingdom whose ruler has everlasting dominion and whose 
kingdom will not be destroyed. The ruler of  the eternal kingdom is described as, "one like the son 
of  man" to whom the "Ancient of  Days" gives everlasting dominion and the indestructible 
kingdom.  

Jesus' favorite title for Himself  is "the Son of  Man." In the Gospels, He uses that name over eighty 
times in reference to this passage in Daniel 7. Since Jesus does occasionally refer to Himself  as the 
"Son of  God," some have suggested the title "Son of  Man" is used to describe Jesus as both divine 
and human. We know that is true, but in Mark 13:26-27, Jesus explicitly used this title associating 
Himself  with Daniel 7, "Then they will see the Son of  man coming in the clouds with great power 
and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of  the earth to the ends of  heaven."  

In Daniel 7:2, the four winds of  heaven that stir the great sea are the four winds of  Mark 13 that 
gather the elect from the ends of  the earth and heaven. Daniel 7:13 describes the one like the son 
of  man coming with the clouds of  heaven to receive a kingdom of  all peoples, nations, and 
languages from the Ancient of  Days. In Mark 13:26, Jesus describes the Son of  Man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory.  

John 12:34 is the only time Jesus is referred to as the "Son of  Man" by anyone except Himself  - 
"So the crowd answered him, 'We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How 
can you say that the Son of  Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of  Man?'" Their response 
comes after the triumphal entry into Jerusalem as Jesus refers to Himself  in verse 23 as the Son of  
Man in a discourse in which He speaks of  His death. It seems from the crowd’s response they had 
some understanding that Jesus was alluding to Himself  as the "one like the son of  man" in Daniel 
7, but they could not fathom how the "Christ,” or the "Son of  Man," could ever receive an eternal 
kingdom if  He died.  

Acts 7:55-56 describes Stephen as he is being stoned - "But he, full of  the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of  God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of  God. And he said, 
'Behold I see the heavens opened, and the Son of  Man standing at the right hand of  God.'"  

Lord Jesus Christ, both divine and human, You alone are worthy of  the title "Son of  God, Son of  
Man." You are the Son of  Man John saw among the lamp stands clothed with a long robe and a 
golden sash and seated on the cloud with a golden crown on your head, and a sharp sickle in your 
hand. "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!" 
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October 23 
2 KINGS 4, 1 TIMOTHY 1, DANIEL 8, PSALM 116

1 Timothy 1
"Remain at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine...rather than the 
stewardship from God that is by faith." (1 Timothy 1:3-4) 

1 Timothy, along with 2 Timothy and Titus, are referred to as Pastoral Epistles because they deal 
with issues of  leadership in the Church. After a short greeting, Paul reminds Timothy of  why he 
was instructed to remain in Ephesus. Timothy is there to confront and correct false teachers. In 
Acts 20 Paul, on his way to Jerusalem for the last time before being taken to Rome as a prisoner, 
invites the elders of  Ephesus to meet him in Miletus. In verse 28-30, Paul tells them, "Pay careful 
attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
care for the church of  God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure 
fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will 
arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them." Paul concluded his 
instruction to Timothy by saying, "Wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. 
By rejecting this, some have made a shipwreck of  their faith...whom I have handed over to Satan 
that they may learn not to blaspheme." (1 Timothy 1:18-20) 

The authors of  the letters in the New Testament, Paul, James, Peter, John, and Jude all expressed 
their concern over false teachers. James said since teachers are judged more strictly, it is not wise to 
raise yourself  up to such a position. It is the role of  the Church and God to acknowledge those 
with the gift to teach. Paul says there are those in Ephesus, who desire to be teachers of  the Law, 
without understanding what they were confidently saying. James focused on those who taught that 
good works were not necessary for a believer.  

Peter spent much of  2 Peter condemning those who exploit the church because of  their greed. He 
says they are bold and willful with hearts trained in greed. They appeared to know the way of  
righteousness but chose to turn back. He describes them with this proverb: "The dog returns to its 
own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire." 

John describes these teachers as "antichrists" in 1 John. He says they were among us but not of  us. 
John simply says "no lie is of  the truth." The liar denies Jesus is the Christ. As is often the case, they 
reject Jesus Christ not with their words but with their lives. Those born of  Christ live righteously. 
Everyone who makes a practice of  sinning is lawless.  

The letter of  Jude is almost entirely a description of  false teachers. He begins the letter by saying, 
"Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith...for certain people have crept in 
unnoticed...ungodly people, who pervert the grace of  God into sensuality and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ."  

There is much emphasis placed on the qualifications of  the leadership of  the Church in the 
Pastoral Epistles. In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul tells Timothy, "What you have heard from me in the 
presence of  many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also." Thank 
God for men who have the gift to faithfully train us like the apostles, but what of  our 
responsibility? How do we know if  the teachers to whom we submit ourselves are faithful to the 
Scripture if  we don't spend time in God’s Word for ourselves? How can we contend for the faith if  
we do not understand the contents of  this gift of  God?  

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Teacher, who has given us Your Spirit to teach us all things. Forgive 
us for being lackadaisical in our efforts to know Your Word. You made sure we were warned about 
those who distort Your instruction for their own gain. Please give us the determination to prepare 
ourselves with the Truth, so we too may warn Your disciples with the Truth. 
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October 24 
2 KINGS 5, 1 TIMOTHY 2, DANIEL 9, PSALM 117-118

Daniel 9 
"In the first year of  Darius...I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of  years that, according to the word of  the 
LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of  the desolations of  Jerusalem, namely, seventy 
years." (Daniel 9:1-2) 

The sequence of  events in Daniel 9 is fascinating. First, while studying the "books," Daniel 
discovers in Jeremiah's writings the number of  years Jerusalem will be desolate. According to 
Jeremiah 25:11, Israel will serve the king of  Babylon for seventy years. Since this is the first year of  
Darius rule, the seventy years of  captivity are nearly at an end. Realizing the return of  the captives 
to Jerusalem is close, Daniel began to pray. While praying, the angel Gabriel interrupted him and 
provided additional revelation to Daniel.  

Excluding the visit of  Gabriel, I have found this sequence of  events has proven valid in my life. 
While studying the Bible, the Spirit has given me understanding that I had not seen before. This 
new insight often leads to prayer, praise, and worship. Just as in the case of  Daniel, many times 
after spending time acknowledging and thanking the Lord for this new revelation, as I return to my 
study, I see an additional depth of  Scripture.  

I am not surprised by Daniel reading Jeremiah. Those who have a passion for God's Word, want to 
know what insights the Spirit has given to others with the same love. In 2 Peter 3:15-16, Peter 
acknowledged reading Paul's writings and declared them to be authoritative Scripture. God has 
blessed me through the years by leading me to the works of  men and women whom He has 
endowed with great discernment in His Word. I pray you, too, have found many Spirit-filled 
authors who the Lord uses to increase your understanding of  our King and His Kingdom.  

Realizing the shortness of  time before the Israelites would return to Jerusalem, Daniel's prayer 
expresses urgency. He prays; pleading for mercy with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. Notice the steps 
Daniel makes in his confession: he begins by acknowledging to whom he is addressing his plea; 
"Lord, the great and awesome God" who keeps His promises with steadfast love to those who 
follow His instruction. Then, He begins to detail the nation's sin. They have rebelled and turned 
away from His commands by acting wickedly, not heeding God's direction. Because of  their 
rejection of  His righteousness, He drove them out of  the land. They live in open shame because of  
their treachery against the Lord. This transgression includes all of  Israel. Just as He swore through 
Moses, by offering both blessings and curses, He has brought the curse on Israel because of  their 
unfaithfulness to Him.  

Following Daniel's confession of  Israel's sin, he pleads for God's mercy. The concluding statements 
of  his prayer recognize that the people have not sought God's forgiveness by turning from their sins 
and acting upon His Truth. He asks the Lord to turn from His wrath and anger against Jerusalem, 
not because of  the people’s righteousness, but for the sake of  His name and glory. Daniel seeks 
forgiveness for the people based on God's mercy. Daniel's prayer is interrupted by Gabriel, who 
describes the coming of  the Anointed One, who, when He is cut off, appears to have accomplished 
nothing, but He would initiate the end of  Israel's rebellion, put an end to their sin, atone for their 
sin, and bring about everlasting righteousness.  

We are blessed to live this side of  the cross. At the time of  Jesus' death, even His disciples did not 
understand what He had done, but Jesus' death fulfills Gabriel's statement to Daniel. Christ, the 
Anointed One's finished works accomplished for His people and His city the end of  transgression, 
sin, and iniquity by His atoning sacrifice. He ushered in the kingdom of  everlasting righteousness. 
  
Anointed One, King Jesus, my Lord, and Savior, You are righteous and merciful to sinners like me. 
I am as undeserving as the people for whom Daniel interceded. The completed work on the cross 
followed by Your resurrection accomplished all the Father promised. You fulfill all His promises. 
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October 25 
2 KINGS 6, 1 TIMOTHY 3, DANIEL 10, PSALM 119:1-24

2 Kings 6:17-20 
"Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see...Elisha prayed to the LORD and 
said, "Please strike this people with blindness'...Elisha said, 'O LORD, open the eyes of  these men that they may 
see.'"  

James 5:16 says, "Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of  a righteous person has great power as it is working." Obviously, Elisha was a 
righteous person whose prayers were powerfully effective.  

Since those who envy will not inherit the kingdom of  God (Galatians 5:21), I won't say I envy the 
servant of  Elisha. However, I would occasionally like to have eyes to see that "those who are with 
us are more than those who are with them." To be reminded of  the spiritual realm and the warfare 
that occurs there, I would occasionally like to have the eyes of  Elisha's servant.  

It is impossible to read Daniel 10 without noticing the prayer of  another righteous man. Verse 12 
says, "Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled 
yourself  before your God, your words (prayers) have been heard, and I have come because of  your 
words (prayers)." In the first two verses, Daniel received a vision from the LORD concerning a 
great conflict. In verse 16, the vision had caused him pain and depleted his strength. Daniel was so 
troubled by the vision that he mourned and fasted for three weeks. At the end of  that time, he saw 
another vision of  a man dressed in linen with human-like features that were not human. Even 
though they did not see the vision, the men with him were terrified and fled. Daniel was 
incapacitated and unable to speak until the man lifted him up and touched his lips.  

In verse 13, the angel told Daniel the prince of  the kingdom of  Persia blocked his way for twenty-
one days, the exact number of  days Daniel prayed and fasted. Michael, described as "your prince" 
in verse 21, came to the assistance of  the angel in his struggle against the prince of  Persia. The 
"your" describing Michael is plural, so Michael is not just Daniel's prince but most likely Israel's.  

We should be mindful of  the reason Paul commanded believers to "put on the whole armor of  
God" in Ephesians 6 - "We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of  
evil in the heavenly places." As Sovereign, God accomplishes His will, but we are commanded to 
pray at all times in the Spirit and to keep alert with perseverance while we pray for all the saints.  
  
Sovereign LORD God, we know the righteous live by faith and not by sight, however, You make it 
evident there is another realm we hardly realize exists. Please give us the spiritual insight to 
comprehend the struggle that is continually taking place in this heavenly realm. May we be 
persistent in prayer and not lose heart when it seems nothing is happening. We want to be like the 
widow who pestered the judge for justice. We know You give justice to Your elect, so we will cry out 
day and night.  

Psalm 119 
"Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of  the LORD. Happy are those who keep his 
decrees, who seek him with their whole heart." (Psalm 119:1-2 NRSV)  

Just a reminder, Psalm 119 is a celebration of  God's Word. It proclaims the excellence of  God's 
divine instruction. As you read the next seven days, notice the many words used to describe God's 
instruction and the promises made to those who "walk in the Law" and "keep his decrees." 

Holy Spirit, please open both our eyes and minds to see the beauty of  our Father's Law, given to us 
from Your heart of  love! 
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October 26 
2 KINGS 7, 1 TIMOTHY 4, DANIEL 11, PSALM 119:25-48

1 Timothy 4:14
Reading the commands Paul gave Timothy in verses 6-16, which describe a good servant of  Christ 
Jesus, one command uniquely caught my attention: "Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received 
through the prophecy spoken over you when the elders of  the church laid their hands on you” 1 
Timothy 4:14 (NLT). Since both the Spirit and the elders of  the church have identified Timothy's 
gift as the ability to teach God's Word, he is fulfilling the role of  elder/overseer in Ephesus. 
Therefore, most of  Paul's instruction to Timothy concerns fulfilling that role and responsibility.  

What about those of  us whose gift is not teaching and our role is not in church leadership? Do we, 
too, need to be commanded not to neglect our spiritual gifts? Do you know the gift or gifts the 
Holy Spirit has given you? If  so, how are you using them? If  not, you need to know because if  you 
are not using them, both you and the Church are suffering the loss. 

In 2 Timothy 1:6 Paul tells Timothy, "I remind you to fan into flame the gift of  God." If  you are in 
Christ, His Spirit resides in you, and He has graciously given you specific gifts to edify and build up 
His Church. You have an important role to fill in the Bride of  Christ!  

1 Corinthians 12:7 describes your gift as a manifestation of  the Spirit for the common good. A 
manifestation is a visible public action. The use of  your gift is to be a display of  the Holy Spirit's 
activity revealed in you for the benefit of  the Church. Paul goes on to list and discuss many of  the 
gifts provided by the Spirit in the rest of  the chapter. (Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Peter 4:9-11 discuss 
additional gifts) He uses the example of  a human body and its various components to explain the 
necessity of  each part fulfilling its role so the body can function as designed.  
  
Jesus, in Matthew 25:14-30, describes a man who leaves his servants with various talents to use for 
his benefit while he is away. Upon his return, each servant is required to give an account of  how 
they used his gift. Those who used the talent for the benefit of  his master heard the words, "Well 
done, my good and faithful servant." The servant who refused to use the gift heard, "Throw this 
useless servant into outer darkness.” A worthy servant of  Jesus uses His talents for His glory.  

How would you feel if  you gave a valuable gift to someone and they refused to use it? We are told, 
"Do not to grieve the Holy Spirit of  God" (Ephesians 4:30), and "Do not quench the Spirit" (1 
Thessalonians 5:19). Does it not seem our failure to use His gifts as intended would both grieve 
and quench the Holy Spirit?  

Lord Jesus, thank You for the gifts of  grace, faith, and redemption. I am an unworthy recipient of  
Your mercy. I know from Your Word that I have received additional gifts. Forgive me for both 
grieving and quenching Your Spirit because of  my unwillingness to display Your power at work 
through me by the use of  Your gifts. Since I desire to hear, “Well done thou good and faithful 
servant,” please show me the gifts You have given me and teach me to use them in the building up 
of  Your Church. 
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October 27 
2 KINGS 8, 1 TIMOTHY 5, DANIEL 12, PSALM 119:49-72 

Daniel 12:1 
"But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book."  

The first time "the book" is mentioned in Scripture, it is referred to as "your book." In Exodus 32, 
the day after the people worshiped the golden calf, Moses called the people together. He told them 
in verse 30, "You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make 
atonement for your sin." Moses asked God to forgive their sin, but if  He would not, "please blot 
me out of  your book that you have written." He was offering himself  as atonement for the people's 
sin. The LORD replied, "Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of  my book."  

David also refers to the book in Psalm 56:8, "You have kept count of  my tossings; put my tears in 
your bottle. Are they not in your book?" In Psalm 69, a messianic psalm, verse 28 says, "Let them 
be blotted out of  the book of  the living, let them not be enrolled among the righteous."  

Jesus alludes to the book in Luke 10, when the disciples were rejoicing saying, "Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in your name!" In verse 20, Jesus corrects their thinking, "Do not rejoice 
in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." Paul 
provides three specific names written in the book of  life in Philippians 4:2-3. He says that Euodia, 
Syntyche, Clement, and the rest of  his fellow worker's names are in the Book of  Life.  

Revelation provides the most insight into the "Book of  Life." In the letter to the church at Sardis in 
Revelation 3:5 Jesus says, "The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I 
will never blot his name out of  the book of  life."  

Revelation 13:8 expands the book's title to "the book of  life of  the Lamb." This verse also says the 
book was written before the foundation of  the world. Those whose names are not written in the 
Book of  Life are described as those who worship the beast.  

Revelation 20:11-15 provides John's vision of  the great white throne judgment. When the books 
are opened, one is the Book of  Life. The dead are judged based upon what they have done from 
these books. Anyone whose name is not found in the Book of  Life is thrown into the lake of  fire.  

Inevitably, when I think of  judgment and the Book of  Life, my mind goes to John 6 where Jesus fed 
the 5,000. The morning after their heavenly meal, the people want Jesus to feed them again. 
Knowing they are merely interested in physical food, He directs them to desire the food that 
provides eternal life. Their response is, "Sir, give us this bread always." To which Jesus replies, "I 
am the bread of  life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe." Jesus then makes one 
of  the most comforting statements in all of  Scripture to those who believe: "All that the Father 
gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. For I have come down 
from heaven...to do the will of  him who sent me...that everyone who looks on the Son and believes 
in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."  

Those who the Father gave to the Son, those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of  Life 
before the foundation of  the world, will come to Him and He will raise them up on that day! He 
will lose nothing of  all the Father gave Him! 

Thank You, Lord Jesus. You are the bread of  life, the true Bread which the Father gives. I rejoice 
along with my brothers and sisters who You will not forget; those You have engraved on the palms 
of  Your hands. 
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October 28 
2 KINGS 9, 1 TIMOTHY 6, HOSEA 1, PSALM 119:73-96 

Hosea 1
"Go and marry a prostitute, so that some of  her children will be conceived in prostitution. This will illustrate how 
Israel has acted like a prostitute by turning against the LORD and worshiping other gods." (Hosea 1:2 NLT) 

The LORD's command to Hosea leads to a life which visually represents His relationship with 
Israel. Hosea's marriage to Gomer will reflect God's faithfulness to unfaithful Israel. Gomer 
became a harlot and continued in sin despite her husband's faithfulness. So too Israel prostituted 
herself  time and again. 

In Exodus 34:14-16, the Lord reveals a new name for Himself: Jealous, and He declares Himself  to 
be a jealous God, not unlike a jealous husband. The LORD gave Himself  that name while telling 
the Israelites not to intermarry with the current inhabitants of  the Promised Land. He warns them 
if  they intermarry with those outside Israel their children will whore after other gods.  

In most of  the major prophets, God uses marriage to describe His relationship with Israel. Isaiah 
62:5 (NLT) says, "Your children will commit themselves to you, O Jerusalem, just as a young man 
commits himself  to a bride. Then God will rejoice over you as a bridegroom rejoices over his 
bride." In Jeremiah 2:2 the LORD describes His relationship with Israel as, "I remember the 
devotion of  your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the wilderness." Ezekiel 16:8 
(NLT) is an explicit declaration of  marriage, "I saw that you were old enough for love. So I 
wrapped my cloak around you to cover your nakedness and declared my marriage vows. I made a 
covenant with you, says the Sovereign LORD, and you became mine."  

The names of  Gomer's three children depict God's current relationship with the northern ten 
tribes of  Israel. Her first son is named Jezreel. In today's reading of  2 Kings 9, just as Jehu begins 
to destroy the descendants of  Ahab, the LORD will begin the destruction of  Israel. Gomer's 
daughter's name, "No Mercy," describes God's attitude toward Israel. In Deuteronomy 11:26 the 
LORD told Israel, "I am setting before you today blessing and a curse: the blessing, if  you obey the 
commandments...the curse, if  you do not obey the commandments...to go after other gods." He 
lists the curses in Deuteronomy 27 and begins in verse 15 with, "Cursed be the man who makes a 
carved or cast metal image, an abomination to the LORD." After the division of  the kingdom 
between Rehoboam and Jeroboam, the northern tribes worshiped the golden calves Jeroboam 
crafted, and all the other various god's in the region. God sent prophet after prophet warning the 
people to return to Him, but they refused. Their opportunity to receive His mercy had passed. The 
last child of  Gomer's was named "Not My People." Israel's rejection of  the LORD led to His 
rejection of  them. He was sending them back into slavery, not to Egypt, but to Assyria.  

If  the story of  God and His people ended with verse 9, He would be just. He had every right to 
put the people of  Israel away because they had betrayed Him as an unfaithful wife. Fortunately, 
there is a verse ten in Hosea 1. He is the God of  hope. He does fulfill His promises. 

Isn't verse ten somewhat startling? After all, He has said about Israel, "Yet the number of  the 
children of  Israel shall be like the sand of  the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered." This 
is the same promise He made to Abraham in Genesis 22:17, "I will surely multiply your offspring 
as the stars of  the heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore." These descendants would be 
"Children of  the living God" both from Judah and Israel as one tribe with one Leader. 

The marriage of  Hosea and Gomer demonstrates a loving husband whose pursuit of  an unfaithful 
wife knows no limits; just as the LORD pursues His people.  

Sovereign LORD, You are the faithful One. Your steadfast love endures forever. Thank You for the 
depiction of  Your love for Your Bride through Hosea. It is You alone who can present the Bride of  
Christ, the Church, in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 
and without blemish. 
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October 29 
2 KINGS 10, 2 TIMOTHY 1, HOSEA 2, PSALM 119:97-120

2 Kings 10:10 
"Know then that there shall fall to the earth nothing of  the word of  the LORD, which the LORD spoke concerning 
the house of  Ahab, for the LORD has done what he said by his servant Elijah."  

Jehu is one of  the many individuals in the Old Testament I find intriguing. God anointed him king 
of  Israel in 2 Kings 9:6. He is one of  three kings (Saul - 1 Samuel 15:1; David - 1 Samuel 16:3, 
12-13) in the history of  Israel whom the LORD anointed as king. Two other men, Solomon (1 
Chronicles 22:9-10) and Jeroboam (1 Kings 11:31) were given the kingdom by God explicitly, but 
were not anointed as Saul, David, and Jehu.  

Scripture introduces Jehu in 1 Kings 19:16-17 when the LORD tells Elijah to anoint him king over 
Israel. There is no record of  Elijah fulfilling that assignment, but Elisha sent a son of  the prophets 
to anoint him in 2 Kings 9:1-6. Through this prophet, God told Jehu he would avenge the 
prophets killed by Jezebel while destroying the house of  Ahab.  

Jehu takes this command of  the LORD seriously. He immediately set out for Jezreel to kill the 
current king of  Israel, Joram, who is Ahab's son. At Jezreel, Jehu kills not only Joram but Ahaziah, 
the current king of  Judah. Interestingly, Ahaziah was Ahab's grandson. Ahaziah's mother was one 
of  Ahab's daughters, Athaliah. Jehu followed up by having Jezebel killed, all of  Ahab's relatives, 
important officials, personal friends, and priests. He also destroyed 42 relatives of  Ahaziah who 
had come to visit Jezebel. Additionally, he had the leaders of  Samaria decapitate seventy sons of  
Ahab. There was not one survivor.  

After eliminating the house of  Ahab, Jehu turned to the worshipers of  Baal. Through deception, 
he gathered all the priest and worshipers of  Baal together, and after removing any servants of  the 
LORD killed everyone in Israel who worshiped Baal. He then destroyed the house of  Baal, making 
it into a latrine. He eliminated every trace of  Baal worship in Israel.  

Jehu knew the LORD's instruction and acted accordingly. To fulfill His pronouncement against 
Ahab, Jehu had Joram's body placed in Naboth's vineyard. In 2 Kings 10:16 Jehu told Jehonadab, 
"Come with me, and see my zeal for the LORD." However, like the Jews in Romans 10:2, Jehu's 
zeal was misdirected, “I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected 
zeal." (NLT)  

Despite all of  Jehu's actions, his enthusiasm for the Lord's instruction did not include the one thing 
the LORD held against all the kings of  Israel. Just like Jeroboam, the son of  Nebat, Jehu made 
Israel sin because he did not remove the golden calves in Bethel and Dan. Like Aaron in Exodus 
32, Jeroboam sculpted golden calves for the people of  Israel to worship. (1 Kings 12:28) 

A comparison of  these two similar events will help us understand Jehu's real zeal. In Exodus 32:26, 
after Moses confronts the people because of  their worship of  the golden calf, he stands at the gate 
of  the camp and says, "Who is on the LORD's side? Come to me." Twice, Jehu called people to 
choose sides: when he had Jezebel thrown out of  the window and when he asked the leaders of  
Samaria to behead Ahab's sons. In both situations, Jehu's question was, "Are you on my side." 
Unlike Moses, Jehu was concerned about his power and reputation, not the LORD's.  

Almighty God, throughout history You have raised up men and women to accomplish Your plan 
and purpose. Some, like Moses, have sought to fulfill Your will for Your glory. Men, like Jehu, 
desire to achieve what You instruct for their fame and power. Forgive me for being like Jehu by 
thinking my obedience will produce my elevation instead of  wanting Your praise, glory, honor, and 
power to be recognized. Holy Spirit, please teach me to see my God and Father as worthy of  all 
honor; not trying to gain any for myself. 
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October 30 
2 KINGS 11-12, 2 TIMOTHY 2, HOSEA 3-4, PSALM 119:121-144

2 Timothy 2:15 
"Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling 
the word of  truth."  

It is necessary to know the definition of  shame to understand what Paul is saying in this passage. 
Shame is a painful emotion caused by consciousness of  guilt, shortcoming, or impropriety. Paul 
commands his true child in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2), his beloved and faithful child in the Lord (1 
Corinthians 4:17), to make every effort to have a clear conscience—without guilt or shame when 
he presents himself  to God. In 2 Timothy 1:3 Paul makes a point of  having a clear conscience, "I 
thank God whom I serve...with a clear conscience."  

In 2 Timothy 1, Paul speaks of  not being ashamed on three separate occasions. In verse eight, Paul 
instructs Timothy not to be ashamed of  the testimony (the Gospel) about the Lord or the fact that 
he is in prison because of  faithfully proclaiming that testimony. An interesting side note from 
today's reading: the testimony given to King Joash in 2 Kings 11:12 is the same word Paul uses 
here. The testimony was a copy of  the law each king of  Israel was to write for themselves in 
Deuteronomy 17:18. 

Paul, in verse 12, says he is not ashamed of  the Lord because He can protect both Paul and the 
testimony He entrusted to him. In verse 16, Paul reminds Timothy that Onesiphorus was not 
ashamed of  him being in prison for faithfully preaching the Gospel. 

Paul is repeating himself  in these passages. Look at the words Paul uses to describe Scripture: 
testimony (1:8), gospel (1:8), what our Savior Jesus Christ entrusted to me (1:12), and the word of  
truth (2:15). He is saying, "Don't be ashamed of  the Word of  the Lord, I am not, and neither is 
Onesiphorus, even though I am in jail for proclaiming the Gospel of  Christ Jesus (2:16). Timothy, 
make every effort to not be ashamed before God by treating His Word properly."  

Paul has a good reason for his redundancy on this subject. In Luke 9:23-27, Jesus describes the 
requirements of  discipleship: deny yourself, take up your cross, and then follow Him. Jesus goes on 
to explain the consequences of  this decision as a life either saved or lost. Those who chose to follow 
Jesus have life. Those who prefer their own life will receive death. Jesus says to think of  this 
decision as a profit and loss analysis. What is the benefit of  having the whole world if  you lose 
yourself ? 

Jesus follows His discussion of  how to have life with a statement Paul must have been mindful of  as 
he wrote Timothy - "For whoever is ashamed of  me and of  my words, of  him will the Son of  Man 
be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of  the Father and of  the holy angels." (Luke 
9:26)  

Paul's concern for Timothy is relevant for all believers. In Romans 1:16 he says, "For I am not 
ashamed of  the gospel, for it is the power of  God for salvation to everyone who believes." Paul's 
inference in the phrase "not ashamed" is "I am proud of  the gospel." That is what Paul wanted of  
Timothy and of  us - to be proud of  the testimony of  the gospel; what Jesus entrusted to us - His 
Word of  Truth.  

Hebrews 11:16 describes those who are faithful - "They desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city."  
  
Lord Jesus, Savior and King, You and Your Word are life. Why would I ever be ashamed? May I 
be proud to proclaim both whatever the cost. Inclusion with those who God is not ashamed to be 
called their God is what I want. 
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October 31 
2 KINGS 13, 2 TIMOTHY 3, HOSEA 5-6, PSALM 119:145-176

Psalm 119:146 
"I call to you; save me, that I may observe your testimonies." 

I am embarrassed to confess, my cry to the LORD for help tends to stop with, "I call to you; save 
me," but David's cry for help is, "Save me, so that I may obey your Laws." 

Lord God, forgive me for just wanting Your help forgetting Your desire for my obedience. I am no 
better than the Israelites in Hosea 6 who plead for You to heal them and bind up their wounds. 
You describe their love for You as the morning dew that goes away early. Holy Spirit, please 
quickly remind me when I seek my Father's help to follow my cry with a renewed commitment to 
obedience.  

Psalm 119:149-160 
"Hear my voice according to your steadfast love...Give me life according to your steadfast love." (Psalm 119:149, 
159) 

When reading Psalm 119, it is easy for me to go from verse to verse without noticing the continuity 
of  the Psalm. When David wrote this Psalm, he did not place the Hebrew letter as a division after 
each eighth verse. For him, this is just one long poem. I realize the focus on the beauty and benefit 
of  God's Law, but passages like this force me to stop and examine the depth of  what David is 
saying. 

Notice in this segment: four times David says "give me life" (Psalm 119:149, 154, 156, 159). In 
each segment, he gives the LORD another reason to "give me life." In verse 149 it is, "according to 
your justice." In verse 154, "according to your promise!" In verse 156 it is, "according to your 
rules,” and in verse 159, "according to your steadfast love." It is significant that David book-ends 
this segment with "according to your steadfast love." 

The following verse says, "The sum of  your word is truth, and every one of  your righteous rules 
endures forever." The sum of  His Word is Truth because "all your commandments are true" 
according to verse 151. According to verse 152, His rules endure forever because "you founded 
them forever."  

I love the continuity of  all of  Scripture. "Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every 
word that comes from the mouth of  the LORD." (Deuteronomy 8:3, Matthew 4:4) Life comes 
from God's Word spoken as justice, promise, rule, and love. No matter the subject, His Word 
produces life. "Sanctify them in the Truth; your word is Truth." (John 17:17, Ephesians 5:26) God's 
True Word produces life and cleanses it, "The word of  our God will stand forever." (Isaiah 40:8, 1 
Peter 1:25) 

According to the book-ends in Psalm 119:149-159 all that is true of  the LORD's Word is based on 
"your steadfast love" which also endures forever. Ezra 3:11 and Jeremiah 33:11 say, "For he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever."  

My prayer is Psalm 138:8, “The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O 
LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of  your hands." 
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November 1 
2 KINGS 14, 2 TIMOTHY 4, HOSEA 7, PSALM 120-122

2 Timothy 4:1-5 
"Preach the word; be ready in season and out of  season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching."  

Immediately after Paul describes the origin and purpose of  Scripture in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 as, "All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of  God may be complete, equipped for every good work”, 
he commands Timothy in the use of  God's Word. Paul uses five specific commands: preach, be 
ready, reprove, rebuke, and exhort. We might translate these commands like this: have your mind 
fixed on dynamically proclaiming the Word, using it to expose, convict, and warn by bringing to 
light people's sin and need for repentance. Then, Paul adds, you need to do this with total patience 
and self-restraint while explaining the full content of  the Word. Writing that amplified translation 
caused me to think of  2 Corinthians 2:16, "Who is sufficient for these things?" For no other reason 
we should faithfully pray for those who God has called as evangelist, pastors, and teachers, but are 
those the only believers who Paul commands to use God's Word in this manner? Remember, in 2 
Timothy 3:17, the purpose of  Scripture was to completely equip the man and woman of  God for 
every good work.  
  
The Greek word for exhort in verse two is parakaleo. The Greek word for the Holy Spirit is 
parakletos. Obviously, these words have a similar meaning. The word for exhort means to comfort 
primarily by giving exhortation or encouragement. Some translations refer to the Spirit as the 
Comforter. God's definition of  a comforter is not that soft, warm, fluffy cover we use on our bed. 
In John 16:7-11 Jesus promises to send the Comforter/Helper/Spirit, "When He comes, He will 
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do 
not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no 
longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of  this world is judged." Since the Holy Spirit 
dwells in all disciples of  Jesus Christ, don't you think He would use us in fulfilling this task?  

The reason we and Timothy need to be this well prepared is because people don't want to have 
their sins brought to light. Paul says people would rather have preachers/friends who "suit their 
own passions." The ESV translates that word passion as desires, lusts, covet, longed for, and 
covetousness. The word primarily means the desire for something forbidden or extreme. Paul is 
saying people desire those who will approve of  what they want no matter the consequences.  

Holy Spirit, use us to further the Kingdom of  our God and Father. Teach us to use Your Word as 
Jesus did. We believe Your Word provides us everything necessary to live Godly lives. May we not 
only live but speak the Truth in love.  

2 Timothy 4:9-18
2 Timothy is Paul's last preserved letter. As is evident from verses 6-8, Paul anticipates his death, 
and he wants to see his son in the faith. Paul sent Tychicus to replace Timothy in Ephesus. Since 
Timothy is instructed to bring his cloak, books, and parchments from Troas, Paul must have been 
unexpectedly arrested in Troas and sent to Rome for trial. According to church history, he was 
beheaded there by Nero.  

"May it not be charged against them!" Can you imagine having no one to support you at a time 
when your life is in jeopardy? Paul's response is forgiveness instead of  anger or disappointment, 
just like Jesus (Luke 23:34) and Steven (Acts 7:60). He may have no one physically standing by him, 
but he was not alone because "The Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the 
message might be fully proclaimed." Just as the LORD rescued Daniel from the lion's den, He 
saved Paul that day. 

To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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November 2 
2 KINGS 15, TITUS 1, HOSEA 8, PSALM 123-125 

2 Kings 15:12 
"(This was the promise of  the LORD that he gave to Jehu, 'Your sons shall sit on the throne of  Israel to the fourth 
generation.' And so it came to pass.)" 

Who but the Sovereign could make such a promise and then keep it? In 2 Kings 10:30 the LORD 
said to Jehu, "Because you have done well in carrying out what is right in my eyes, and have done 
to the house of  Ahab according to all that was in my heart, your sons of  the fourth generations 
shall sit on the throne of  Israel." Jehu's four sons, Jehoahaz, Jehoash, Jeroboam II, and Zechariah 
reigned a total of  74 and one-half  years to fulfill God's promise.  

2 Kings 15:29 fulfills another of  the LORD's promises to Israel, "In the days of  Pekah, king of  
Israel, Tiglath-pileser the king of  Assyria came and captured Ijon, Abel-beth-maach, Janoah, 
Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of  Naphtali, and he carried the people captive to 
Assyria." God prophesied through Hosea and Isaiah the captivity of  the northern ten-tribes by 
Assyria. In Hosea 9:3, Israel is told they will not remain in the Promised Land, the land of  the 
Lord, and they will eat unclean food in Assyria. Hosea 10:5-6 says the golden calf  made by 
Jeroboam will be carried off  to Assyria as a tribute to the king and Ephraim will be put to shame. 
Isaiah 8:4 promised the king of  Assyria would carry away the riches of  Samaria (the capital of  
Israel).  

Sovereign LORD, there is no God like You. You alone are omnipotent and omniscience. No one 
but You has the power and foreknowledge to accomplish all You say. Who can thwart Your hand? 
You are the One who predestined according to Your purpose to work all things according to the 
counsel of  Your will to the praise of  Your glory. There is none like You.  

Psalm 123:2 
"We keep looking to the LORD our God for his mercy, just as servants keep their eyes on their master, as a slave girl 
watches her mistress for the slightest signal." (NLT) 

What a splendid visual image of  how I am to watch and wait for my Master - always ready to 
respond to the "slightest signal." Proverbs 8:34 says, "Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors." How are we to know His desire for us if  we attune our 
eyes and ears to anything but Him?  

In Luke 12:35-48 Jesus tells a parable about the need to be prepared for the return of  the master 
from a wedding feast. Those who are ready and waiting to open the door upon his arrival will 
receive a reward. He says the reward is the master seating his servants and serving them. Peter asks 
if  the parable is for the disciples or everyone. Jesus then describes a faithful and wise steward who 
is caring for the master's other servants. This steward will also receive a reward from the master. 
The master will put that servant in charge of  all he owns, but woe to the steward who knows what 
the master expects, yet, he is unprepared and doesn't carry out his instruction. There are two 
options: reward or woe; the basis for both is the master's desire for his servants. How will I know 
what He wants if  I am not as watchful as the slave girl? 

Lord and Master, forgive me for keeping my eyes and ears on the things of  the world instead of  
You. Holy Spirit, You are preparing me for my Master's return. Please include in Your instruction 
what is necessary for me to be one of  His disciples who is faithful to wait and watch for His 
slightest gesture. 
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November 3 
2 KINGS 16, TITUS 2, HOSEA 9, PSALM 126-128

Hosea 9
"But they came to Baal-peor and consecrated themselves to the thing of  shame, and became detestable like the thing 
they loved." (Hosea 9:10) 

In Hosea 9, the LORD explains that His rejection of  Israel is because of  their refusal to accept 
Him as LORD. In His indictment against the people, God mentions three cities which prove 
Israel's turning away from Him. 

Chronologically, the first betrayal He mentions is in Peor. In Numbers 25:1-9, long before the 
people entered the Promised Land, they began to whore with the daughters of  Moab and worship 
their god Baal. God's description of  this event is Israel "yoked themselves to Baal of  Peor." Notice 
in Hosea 9:1, God condemns Israel for forsaking Him by playing the whore. God's anger against 
Israel was turned away when Phinehas killed the Israelite man and the Midianite woman with one 
thrust of  his spear in Numbers 25:10. 

The second place the LORD mentions is Gilgal in verse 15. Gilgal (Joshua 4:19) is the first place 
the Israelites camped after crossing the Jordan River. God declares "every evil of  theirs is in 
Gilgal." The seed of  their destruction was in place when they entered the Promised Land.   
  Cause and effect, means and ends, 
  seed and fruit cannot be severed; 
  for the effect already blooms in the cause, 
  and the end pre-exists in the means, 
  the fruit in the seed. Ralph Waldo Emerson  
  
Lastly, the LORD says Israel is as corrupt as they were at Gibeah in verse 9. Gibeah was the town 
where the tribe of  Benjamin reenacted the events of  Sodom (Judges 19:22-30). Psalm 115:4-8 says, 
"Their idols are...the work of  human hands. They have mouths but do not speak...eyes, but do not 
see...ears, but do not hear...noses, but do not smell...hands, but do not feel...feet, but do not 
walk...Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them." We become like the 
people or things we worship. Ahaz is a great example from today's reading. He idolized Tiglath-
pileser so much that Ahaz removed Solomon's altar from the temple for one built to replicate the 
altar in Damascus. He worshiped the king of  Assyria and his god and became like them. How else 
could he have burned his son as an offering? How could Israel fall so far from God that He would 
say, "The days of  punishment have come; the days of  recompense have come; Israel shall know 
it"? 

Psalm 128 provides the answer, "Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways! 
You shall eat the fruit of  the labor of  your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you. 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots 
around your table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD." Compare the 
blessed man of  Psalm 128 to Israel depicted in Hosea 9. The NLT translates verse 2 as "Now your 
harvests will be too small to feed you. There will be no grapes making new wine," but the man who 
fears God will eat the fruit of  his labor. Verse 11-12 says, "Your children will not be born or grow 
in the womb or even be conceived. Even if  you do have children who grow up, I will take them 
from you." The consequences of  their rejection of  God is so severe Hosea prays, "Give them a 
miscarrying womb and dry breasts." The man who fears God has a wife like a fruitful vine and 
children like olive shoots. 

LORD Almighty, who declares it a fearful thing to fall into the hands of  the Living God, teach us 
the lesson of  Israel's failure to worship You alone. May Your people return and understand a 
correct fearfulness of  You. In the early Church, a great fear came upon the people by the manner 
in which You judged Ananias and Sapphira. Forgive us for minimizing the necessity of  fearing 
You. We know You are loving, but You also command our fear. You are as worthy of  our fear as 
You are of  our praise, worship, and love. 
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November 4 
2 KINGS 17, TITUS 3, HOSEA 10, PSALM 129-131

Psalm 131 
"O LORD, my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high; I do not occupy myself  with things too great 
and too marvelous for me. But I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned 
child is my soul within me. O Israel, hope in the LORD from this time forth and forevermore." 

David learned to calm and quiet his soul. He knew what it meant to be content. In Philippians 
4:11-13, Paul says the same thing, describing it as a learned secret, "I have learned in whatever 
situation I am in to be content...I can do all things through him who strengthens me." Paul, like 
David, realized his contentment came from the Lord. David says contentment comes from hoping 
in the LORD always. Paul describes contentment in whatever situation comes through being 
united with Christ; making the point abundantly clear in verse 19, "My God will supply every need 
of  yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus." In Romans 8:32 he said the same thing, 
"He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?"  

The root word for content is sufficient. It is our fallen human condition to be discontent thinking 
whatever our state it is not enough. If  only I had a little more.... (each of  us can fill in the blank). It 
might be money, freedom, comfort, friends; the list is endless, isn't it? Our discontent is an 
inherited state. In the garden, Eve was not content even though she, unlike Carol, had the perfect, 
sinless husband (I need an emoji here). It seems she would have been content living in paradise, 
yet, Satan's questions caused her to question God's goodness and her need to be self-sufficient to 
become like the all-sufficient God. David and Paul learned their sufficiency came from God and 
not from themselves.  

In 2 Kings 17, we read of  Israel being taken captive by Assyria. 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 gives four 
reasons why Israel was overthrown. Three of  the reasons will come as no surprise: verses seven 
through nine say they were idolaters, immoral, and put God to the test. The fourth reason, in verse 
ten, is somewhat unexpected: the people were grumblers. They were never satisfied with God's 
provision which ultimately meant they were not satisfied with God. When I am discontent, do I 
also grumble against God?  

John 4:34 provides insight into what satisfied Jesus. While the disciples were in Samaria getting 
food, Jesus visits with the woman at the well. Upon their return, the disciples were urging Jesus to 
eat. His response is, "I have food to eat that you do not know about...My food is to do the will of  
him who sent me and to accomplish his work." His statement was not about physical food but 
about where He found satisfaction and contentment. Knowing His Father's sufficiency better than 
anyone else, Jesus knew His Father would supply His every need. Jesus' responsibility was to do the 
Father's will and finish His assigned work. He found contentment in doing what His Father wanted 
without grumbling.  

Just as Jesus was obedient to accomplish His Father's work, Paul, in Titus 3:1, tells us "to be ready 
for every good work." 2 Corinthians 9:8 tells us, "God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work."  

Sovereign and Gracious Father, forgive me for acting as though what I do for You is more than You 
do for me—as if  You owed me anything! I realize that is the sin of  grumbling, not being content 
with every good and perfect gift You provide. Holy Spirit, mature me to learn the lesson Jesus 
understood, so I, too, would find rest in obedience to His will. I want to be Your possession zealous 
for good works. 
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November 5 
2 KINGS 18, PHILEMON 1, HOSEA 11, PSALM 132-134

Psalm 132
Seeing the structure of  Psalm 132 will help us grasp the intent of  the psalmist. Verses 1-7 are 
David's vow and commitment to provide a suitable earthly dwelling for the "Mighty One of  
Jacob." Verses 8-10 are a prayer requesting God's acceptance of  this "resting place" and the one 
[David] who desires it for the LORD. Verses 11-13 are the LORD's vow to David and His 
commitment to Zion and those who dwell there. Verses 14-18 are God's answer to the prayer in 
verses 8-10.  

How committed was David to the Mighty One of  Jacob? 2 Samuel 7 says David had the heart to 
build a permanent dwelling for the LORD. According to Psalm 132:3-5, his desire to find a 
dwelling place for God will not be stopped by rest, sleep, or slumber. He felt an obligation for all 
the LORD had done for him, but God's plan was for one of  David's sons to build a house for Him 
(2 Samuel 7:13) while He would establish the throne of  His Kingdom forever through another 
Son. Notice where David found the Tabernacle and ark of  the covenant in Psalm 132:6. In 1 
Samuel 7:2, the ark was apparently abandoned for twenty years in Kiriath-jearim in the woods of  
Jaar. David's response to finding the ark is, "Let's go worship the LORD!"  

David's prayer (verses 8-10) is, "LORD, please meet with us as we worship You." His request for 
proper clothing and joy is an expression of  the desire to praise Him in a manner worthy of  the 
Mighty One of  Jacob. According to Exodus 28:2-3, the priest's clothing was designed to reflect 
God's glory and beauty as their attire set them apart for His service. David asks God to accept their 
worship by not turning His face away. Solomon prays a very similar prayer in 2 Chronicles 6:41-42 
at the dedication of  the Temple. 

The LORD's response to David's vow is His own vow which He will never change or revoke. 
David's throne would be the throne of  an eternal Kingdom. His Son would rule from David's 
throne forever. From Jesus' question to the scribes in Mark 12:35-37, it is apparent this Son is more 
than just a physical descendant of  David's. David refers to this Son as Lord.  

In verses 13-18, notice how many times the LORD says "I will." I will: abundantly bless, satisfy her 
poor, clothe with salvation, make a horn to sprout for David, and I will clothe with shame. The 
LORD affirmatively answers David's request to meet with them, cloth the priest, and cause the 
saints to shout with joy. Luke 1:68-69 describes the horn in Zechariah's prophecy as, "Blessed be 
the Lord God of  Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and raised up a horn of  
salvation for us in the house of  his servant David."  

All of  Scripture points to the Lord Jesus Christ, but, in some passages, He is easier to see than 
others. This Psalm is one of  those passages. We see David's commitment to building a dwelling 
place for the LORD, but what is that in comparison to Jesus' commitment? Jesus came to be the 
cornerstone of  a holy Temple, a dwelling place for God by the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-21). David 
lost sleep and rest to find a dwelling place for God. Jesus lost His life and was momentarily 
separated from His Father to create a new dwelling place for God in believers. David desired for 
the priest to be appropriately clothed and for the saints to shout for joy, but Jesus clothed them with 
salvation through His righteousness so all the saints will shout for joy. 

How would you evaluate your commitment to the LORD? Willing to lose sleep? Shout for joy? 
Satisfied with the Bread of  Life? 

Mighty One of  Jacob, Your commitment to those You chose before the foundation of  the world is 
complete. Thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, for finishing everything necessary to fulfill Your Father 
and our Father's commitment to His children. Please stir in us a renewed commitment to our God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
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November 6 
2 KINGS 19, HEBREWS 1, HOSEA 12, PSALM 135-136

2 Kings 19:20 
"Thus says the LORD, the God of  Israel: 'Your prayer to me about Sennacherib king of  Assyria I have heard." 

One of  the blessings in God's Word is the recorded prayers. Hezekiah received the letter from 
Sennacherib describing what he had planned for Jerusalem. Assyria seemed unstoppable in their 
conquest of  other nations. The ten northern tribes, the nation of  Israel, was decimated and its 
citizens were taken into captivity in other territories controlled by Assyria. All the fortified cities of  
Judah except Jerusalem were already captured.  

Hezekiah took the letter to the house of  the LORD and spread it before Him. Then he prayed. 
The prayer is very simple. Hezekiah describes the One to whom he pleads and then asks to be 
heard by the One who is God alone. He acknowledges the situation Jerusalem faces seems dire 
because Assyria has laid waste all these other nations but those nations worshiped gods of  their 
own making, but Judah worshiped and trusted the LORD, the God of  Israel, God alone. 

Another of  the blessings of  God's Word are the answers He provides - "Have you not heard that I 
determined it long ago? I planned from days of  old what now I bring to pass, that you should turn 
fortified cities into heaps of  ruins." (2 Kings 19:25)  

The Holy One of  Israel responds to Hezekiah's plea for salvation by declaring Himself  to be 
exactly who Hezekiah believed Him to be. He alone, from days of  old, makes plans and brings 
them to pass. Scripture proves that from beginning to end.  

This passage convicts me of  my prayerlessness. Knowing God's steadfast love endures forever, 
having the evidence of  His faithfulness to His people displayed over and over, understanding all He 
has done to have a relationship with me, why would my conversations with Him be so 
intermittent? Why would I not fulfill Paul's command to "Pray without ceasing"?  

Years ago, I found a poem by Theodore Monod that described better than I ever could the 
relationship I desire with Jesus. Just as Hezekiah laid the letter before the LORD and prayed, I put 
this poem before Him as my prayer for myself  and you. 

None of Self and All of Thee
O, the bitter pain and sorrow 

That a time could ever be, 
When I proudly said to Jesus, 

"All of  self, and none of  Thee." 
Yet He found me, I beheld Him 

Bleeding on the cursed tree,  
Heard Him pray, "Forgive them, Father," 

And my wistful heart said faintly 
"Some of  self  and some of  Thee." 

Day by day his tender mercy,  
Healing, helping, full and free, 

Sweet and strong, and so patient 
Brought me lower while I whispered 

"Less of  self  and more of  Thee." 
Higher than the highest heavens, 

Deeper than the deepest sea, 
Lord, Thy love at last hath conquered: 

Grant me now my soul's petition 
"None of  self, and all of  Thee." 
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November 7 
2 KINGS 20; HEBREWS 2; HOSEA 13; PSALMS 137-138

Author - Josephine Toynette 

Hosea 13:14 
Shall I ransom them from the power of  Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death? O Death, where are your plagues? O 
Sheol, where is your sting? Compassion is hidden from my eyes. 

In this passage, it seems as though the Lord is questioning whether or not He should bring 
judgment upon Israel for her sins. While we can see the ultimate result by the end of  verse 14 
when the Lord declares that compassion will be hidden from His eyes, the translation of  the 
passage can sometimes leave us wondering. 

Several other translations have a slightly stronger rendering for this verse. Look how the New 
English Translation translates verse 14 based upon the Hebrew text and the force of  the last 
phrase in the verse: "Will I deliver them from the power of  Sheol? No, I will not! Will I redeem 
them from death? No, I will not! O Death, bring on your plagues! O Sheol, bring on your 
destruction! My eyes will not show any compassion!" (Hosea 13:14 NET) 

The Lord is calling forth the full force of  death - the sting and plagues of  death to come upon 
those who have rejected Him as God alone.  

Hosea is told to speak this forceful judgment against Israel for her apostasy, idolatry, adultery, and 
rebellion. The judgment the Lord has foretold and warned of  through His prophets has come. He 
will relent no longer. God is always just in His judgments, and His great long-suffering and 
patience have been seen the last few months in our daily readings. Yet, now, He must follow 
through with His disciplinary measures. The prophecy will be fulfilled in 725 B.C. when the 
Assyrian conquest would bring to an end the nation of  northern Israel - leading them into 
captivity.  

For the unbelieving and those who are unwilling to follow the One True God, death is a plague - a 
painful, torturous void. Jesus describes Sheol as the place like a fiery furnace where there is 
weeping and gnashing of  teeth (Matthew 13:42).  

There is no hope for the dead outside of  Christ. None.  

However, for the Christian, the plagues of  death and the sting of  Sheol have been taken away. In 
Paul’s chapter-long discourse on the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15, he quotes Hosea 13:14 in an 
almost ironic manner:  "Behold! I tell you a mystery We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must 
put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts 
on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 
written:  “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?” The sting of  death is sin, and the power of  sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Corinthians 15:51-57) 
 
The death that once taunted us, condemning us to eternal damnation, no longer holds power over 
us. Death is now a safe place to journey, as it is through death that we are united with Christ for all 
eternity. Death is no longer the place to which we journey, but the doorway through which we shed 
the cares and troubles of  this life and move into life and oneness with Christ as His Bride.  

"But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this, we declare to you 
by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of  the Lord, will not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord, himself  will descend from heaven with a cry of  
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command, with the voice of  an archangel, and with the sound of  the trumpet of  God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words." (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
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November 8 
2 KINGS 21, HEBREWS 3, HOSEA 14, PSALM 139

Hebrews 3:12 
"Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of  you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 
God."  

The writer of  Hebrews uses the description "the living God" to describe the Lord more than any 
other author in Scripture. In Hebrews 9:14, Jesus' sacrificial death, unlike the sacrifice of  animals, 
can purify our conscience so we may serve the living God. Hebrews 12:22 calls Mount Zion (the 
heavenly Jerusalem) the city of  the living God. While He is the Living God who we serve eternally 
in heaven, the writer of  Hebrews also uses this title for God as a warning to us. Hebrews 3:12 
warns of  the possibility of  falling away from the living God like the Israelites who hardened their 
hearts. Hebrews 10:31 goes on to tell us, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of  the living 
God."  

It is fitting that Hebrews, a unique book in the Bible that sheds so much light on the Old 
Testament, would so prominently use "the living God" as a description of  the LORD. The first use 
of  this title is in Deuteronomy 5:26. In Deuteronomy 5, Moses is teaching the generation of  
Israelites who will enter the Promised Land God's instruction beginning with the Ten 
Commandments. In verse 21, he reminds them of  the day the LORD spoke to all the nation on 
Mount Sinai (Exodus 19-20). God spoke with a loud voice from the heart of  the fire, surrounded 
by clouds and deep darkness. The people were afraid. The experience caused them to realize the 
holiness of  God. They had heard the voice of  the LORD and, yet, remained alive, but they did 
not want to risk death again. Instead of  hearing directly from God, the people wanted Moses to be 
their intermediary. He would speak to the LORD and then relay God's instruction to the people. 
In verse 26 they say, "For who is there of  all flesh, that has heard the voice of  the living God 
speaking out of  the midst of  fire as we have, and has still lived?" Hebrews 12:18-28 is a 
comparison of  that day to the heavenly Jerusalem. 

This experience leads the people of  Israel, who experienced all the miracles of  deliverance from 
Egypt, to know and understand the LORD in a new and intimate way. They realized he was not a 
distant, impersonal God, but One who would personally speak to them. His instruction was not 
just for the nation as a whole, but each of  them individually. They understood the fear of  offending 
Him.  

The LORD, as introduced in Psalm 139, is living and active. He is impossible to escape. There is 
no place to hide from Him, as even darkness is light to Him. He knows His creation so well; He 
knows what we will say before we speak. Of  course, He knows and understands us intimately since 
He formed us. We exist because of  Him, and He knows our beginning and end.  

Just as Hebrews and Deuteronomy present the living God as One to be feared and loved, so does 
Psalm 139. Verses 19-22 describe those who harden their hearts as the wicked, who have malicious 
intent toward God as His enemies. Hebrews 3 is a warning not to have an evil, unbelieving heart 
like that first generation of  Israelites who heard and saw the living God, yet, didn't enter the 
Promised Land because of  their unbelief.  

O LORD, such knowledge is too excellent for me. Your works are wonderful, my soul knows it very 
well. You have searched me and known me! Please continue to try me and know my thoughts! See 
if  there is any grievous way in me and lead me in the way everlasting! Holy Spirit, please teach me 
to set my love, hope, and expectation on the Living God and no other. I want to be a citizen of  the 
city of  the Living God. 
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November 9 
2 KINGS 22, HEBREWS 4, JOEL 1, PSALM 140-141

2 Kings 22:11-13 
"When the king heard the words of  the Book of  the Law, he tore his clothes...Go, inquire of  the LORD for me, and 
for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of  this book that has been found." 

2 Chronicles 34-35 provides a more thorough explanation of  Josiah's reign as king of  Judah. 2 
Chronicles 34:3 tells us, at the age of  16 Josiah began to seek the God of  David, his father. At the 
age of  20, he began to destroy all the pagan shrines and idols in Judah. After completing the 
purification of  the land and Temple, Josiah began the repair of  the Temple. It is easy to 
understand why it took six years to purify everything from the description of  the idolatry of  his 
grandfather, Manasseh, in 2 Kings 21.  

The "Book of  the Law" Hilkiah, the high priest, found in the house of  the LORD was probably 
Deuteronomy. In Deuteronomy 17:14-20, God provided specific instruction for the kings of  Israel, 
one of  which was for each king to write for himself  a copy of  the Law to read all the days of  his 
life. By faithfully observing this command the king would learn to fear the LORD his God. This 
fear would keep the king from becoming prideful and turning away from the commandment, 
either to his right hand or the left. There were several kings of  Judah who "did what was right in 
the eyes of  the LORD," but Josiah is the only one Scripture says, "did not turn aside to the right or 
the left." (2 Kings 22:3, 2 Chronicles 34:2)  

When the words of  the book were read to Josiah, he tore his clothes as a sign of  grief  or distress. 
Genesis 37:29 records the first time tearing of  clothes occurred in Scripture - when Ruben 
discovered Joseph was not in the well because his brothers sold him as a slave. Tomorrow’s reading 
in Joel 2:12-13, tells us to return to the Lord with all your heart by fasting, weeping, mourning, and 
by tearing your heart instead of  your clothes. 

Scripture does not indicate Josiah had a heart after the LORD like his father David, but he, too, 
was quick to repent. In 2 Kings 22:19, the LORD, through Huldah the prophetess, says, "Because 
your heart was penitent, and you humbled yourself  before the LORD, when you heard how I 
spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a 
curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you." God's Word 
caused that reaction in Josiah. Even though the description of  the Word of  God found in Hebrews 
4:12 had not yet been written, the living, active, sharper than a two-edged sword pierced Josiah's 
conscience. God's Word must always bring change when read and understood correctly. 

Do you find it curious the "Book of  the Law" was lost in the house of  the LORD? Having read of  
Manasseh and Amon, it is understandable how that happened, but reading that made me wonder 
if  the Bible might be lost in the Church today. My church spent the month of  October 
remembering the 500-year anniversary of  the Protestant Reformation. Each Sunday, one of  our 
pastors preached on one of  the five Sola's: scripture alone, grace alone, faith alone, Christ alone, 
for God's glory alone. While teaching on Scripture alone, Michael spent a significant amount of  
the sermon explaining why Scripture is authoritative and sufficient for disciples of  Jesus Christ to 
live godly lives. My question concerning the Church losing the Bible is not about the number of  
Bibles available to the Church, but whether we as the Church are living under the Bible's 
authority; believing it has God’s sufficient answer to all the questions of  life.  

Isaiah 66:2 says, "This is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble, and contrite in spirit and 
trembles at my word." Josiah was that kind of  man; am I? 
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November 10 
2 Kings 23, Hebrews 5, Joel 2, Psalm 142

Joel 2:27
"You shall know that I am in the midst of  Israel, and that I am the LORD your God and there is none else. And my 
people shall never again be put to shame."  

To this point in the book of  Joel, the people should have been ashamed because of  their rebellion 
against Him. The LORD sent a devouring army, described as locust, to consume the bounty of  the 
nation. The devastation was so complete they didn't have grain or wine to offer the required 
sacrifices (Joel 1:9, 13, 16). God calls for the nation to repent and return to Him (Joel 1:8-9, 13-14). 
In Joel's indictment against the nations and his call to repentance is the constant refrain of  "the 
day of  the LORD" (Joel 1:15, 2:1, 11), the expected day of  God's judgment. When the people 
return to Him, the LORD promises restoration in Joel 2:18-27. Immediately after promising that 
His people will never be put to shame again, the LORD promises to pour out His Spirit on all 
flesh.  

This promise was a desire Moses expressed in Numbers 11:29. In the previous passage, Moses was 
overwhelmed by the responsibility of  caring for the entire nation. God told him to select seventy 
men, and He would take some of  the Spirit on Moses and place It on them. They, too, would have 
the gift of  the Spirit to help shepherd the people. When God put His Spirit on them, two of  the 
seventy were missing from the group, but God included them anyway. Joshua was upset that the 
two were prophesying. In verse 29 Moses said to Joshua, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that 
all the LORD's people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!"  

What Moses hoped for and Joel prophesied, Jesus promised would happen. In John 16:7 Jesus told 
the disciples when He left the Helper would come. In Luke 24:49, He said, "I am sending the 
promise of  my Father upon you, but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high." Acts 2 reveals the Father's promise fulfilled. The Holy Spirit came upon the 120 in the 
upper room. The sound of  the appearing of  the Spirit caused the people in Jerusalem to go and 
see what was happening. Some in the crowd thought the disciples were just drunk, but Peter 
explained to them what was happening was the fulfillment of  Joel 2:28-32. Peter begins his sermon 
by quoting that passage.  

It is important to note what the LORD promised would happen before He poured out His Spirit. 
The NLT translates the first phrase in Joel 2:27 as, "Then you will know that I am among my 
people Israel." The NET says, "You will be convinced that I am in the midst of  Israel." So before 
the promise of  the gift of  the Spirit is fulfilled, He would make Himself  known to Israel. Isn't that 
exactly what Jesus had been doing for the last three years? He began His ministry by crying out 
"Repent for the kingdom of  God is at hand." He had displayed the power of  God over death, 
disease, demons, and nature. His walking among the people of  Israel convinced those with eyes to 
see. 

Notice also, the second promise in Joel 2:27, "My people shall never again be put to shame." How 
could He say that? Luke 18:32, speaking of  the Son of  Man, says, "He will be delivered over to the 
Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated...they will kill him, and on the third day he 
will rise." Hebrews 12:2 (NET) says, "Keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and the 
perfecter of  our faith, for the joy set out for him he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of  the throne of  God." Therefore, Paul can say in Romans 
10:11, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame." Romans 10:13, using the Joel 2:32 
promise, says, "For everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved."  

Lord God, Your Word refers to those who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord as "children of  the 
promise." We know that is the promise You made Abraham, but we could easily and appropriately 
be referred to as "children of  the many promises." You are a faithful and promise keeping Father. 
Please, through the power of  Your Spirit, stir within us the desire to live in the fullness of  the 
Promised One.  
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November 11 
2 KINGS 24, HEBREWS 6, JOEL 3, PSALM 143

Hebrews 6:9-12 
"In your case, beloved, we feel sure of  better things—things that belong to salvation." (Hebrews 6:9) 
  
At the end of  chapter five, the writer of  Hebrews admonishes the recipients of  the letter for 
becoming dull of  hearing with the inference they were regressing instead of  progressing in their 
understanding of  God's Word and way. They apparently professed faith in Jesus Christ but 
remained immature. By this time, the writer felt they should be teaching others, but instead they 
needed someone to feed them milk instead of  the meat of  the Word.  

The author, in chapter six, expressed the desire for them to move beyond the basic understanding 
of  Christ and mature in the faith. Including himself  in verse one by saying "let us," the writer is 
stating a willingness to assist in the process of  maturation. By adding, "And this we will do if  God 
permits," the author is committing to not only assist, but to do everything possible to bring the 
readers to maturity. Notice that the caveat of  "if  God permits," is similar to James 4:15-16, "You 
ought to say, 'If  the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.' As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance." James made that statement because people were saying, "Today or tomorrow we will 
go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit." It is the 
author's desire for the readers to grow to maturity, but he acknowledges, like James, the sovereignty 
of  God in all things.  

Then, in Hebrews 6:4-7, a warning is given based upon the author's admonition at the end of  
chapter five. The writer knew and loved the recipients of  the letter well enough to correct their 
thinking about accepting and acknowledging the blessing of  God but never progressing in their 
faith. He already inferred they have lost some of  their ability to hear and apply God's instruction 
to their lives. The warning is "don't lose what you have," instead deliberately make every effort to 
mature. 2 Peter 1:10 says the same thing, "Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm 
your calling and election, for if  you practice these qualities, you will never fall. For in this way there 
will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of  our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ." In other words, there is no standing still in our Christian walk of  faith. If  you aren't 
growing in your faith, you are a milk drinker. Who would want to be a child who doesn't mature? 

Using an analogy to compare the results of  rain on the soil to God's blessing on individual lives, 
the author makes the point that a life that does not produce a "useful crop" from God's gifts is like 
the land which receives rain but produces only weeds. Then, the author addresses the readers as 
beloved whom he believes are destined for better things.  

Notice the keywords concerning salvation in verses 10-12 which describe the components of  
salvation. The author begins, as Jesus did in Mark 12:29-31, with the most important 
commandment, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength...You shall love your neighbor as yourself." In Matthew 
25:40, Jesus says, "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of  the least of  these my brothers, you did 
it to me." The author of  Hebrews commends the people for their love and service to the saints 
because they love His name. He encourages them to maintain the same earnestness in loving God 
and their neighbors so they may have full assurance of  hope. By persisting, they will not become 
sluggish. It is interesting to note, the Greek word for sluggish is the same word translated as "dull" 
to describe their hearing in Hebrews 5:11. The meaning of  the word is slow or lazy. Instead of  
being dull, sluggish, slow, or lazy in pursuing the things that belong to salvation, be imitators of  
those who, through faith and perseverance, inherit the promises of  God. "So now faith, hope and 
love abide, these three; but the greatest of  these is love." (1 Corinthians 13:13) 

Jesus, we flee to You as our refuge. Forgive us for our sloth and laziness concerning the things of  
Your salvation. We desire to make our call and election sure by growing in our love for You and 
Your Bride. Holy Spirit, please strengthen our assurance of  hope, knowing we have a sure and 
steadfast anchor in our forerunner - our High Priest forever. 
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November 12 
2 KINGS 25, HEBREWS 7, AMOS 1, PSALM 144

Hebrews 7:25 
"Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to 
make intercession for them." 

When I first started reading the Bible, Matthew 5:48 was a verse that baffled me - "You therefore 
must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect." In the same way Leviticus 19:2 caused me 
great discomfort - "You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy." My question was, 
"How?" How could I be perfect and holy? I knew myself  well enough to understand the 
impossibility! 

Hebrews has been instrumental in my understanding of  how Jesus can demand my perfection. 
Hebrews uses the word perfect more than any book in the Bible. We shouldn't be surprised since 
the author goes to great lengths to prove everything about Jesus is superior, better, and much more 
excellent than anything to which He is compared. He is superior to angels, Moses, and the 
Levitical priesthood. He provides a better hope, covenant, promise, sacrifice, possession, and life. 
Jesus' blood even speaks a better word than Abel’s.  

Chapter seven explains why Jesus' priesthood is better. Perfection was unattainable under the 
Levitical priesthood. The priest must offer daily sacrifices for themselves and the people's sin, but 
Jesus needed only to offer Himself  once (Hebrews 7:27). They were able to enter the Holy of  
Holies once a year, but He comes into the place behind the curtain as a priest forever (Hebrews 
6:19). Due to their death, because of  sin, there was no continuity in the Levitical priesthood, but as 
a priest from the order of  Melchizedek, Jesus holds His priesthood permanently.  

Additionally, it is impossible for the Law, which came through the priests, to provide perfection. 
Therefore, a change in the priesthood required a change in the Law. This change produces a 
"better hope" and "better covenant" through which we draw near to God. Jesus is able to save to 
the uttermost those who draw near to God through the better hope and covenant.  

The Greek word for uttermost is panteles. In verse 19, "(for the Law made nothing perfect)," the 
word perfect in Greek is teleioo. As you can tell, it is the same word tele with a prefix for uttermost 
and a suffix for perfect. The meaning of  the two words is very similar. Uttermost means forever, 
completely, perfectly, and absolutely. Perfect means to finish, to succeed by making genuine. So, 
what the Law could not successfully do in verse 19, Jesus accomplished forever, perfectly. Romans 
8:29-30 describes uttermost like this, "For those whom he foreknew he also predestined...and those 
whom he predestined he also called...he also justified...he also glorified."  

This better hope and covenant is for those who draw near to God through Jesus. They can do that 
because He always lives to make intercession for them. Jesus eternally lives and speaks to God on 
our behalf. My favorite example of  Jesus interceding is in Luke 22:31-34, when Jesus told Peter he 
would deny Him three times; he also said, "But I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." Can you imagine Your Lord and 
Savior speaking to your Father in such a manner for you?  

Jesus Christ, the Son who has been made perfect forever, as my High Priest, I desire to draw near 
to my God and Father through You alone. Thank You for offering Yourself  as the all-sufficient 
sacrifice which can make perfect those who draw near. 
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November 13 
1 CHRONICLES 1-2, HEBREWS 8, AMOS 2, PSALM 145

Amos 2:6-16
Have you ever been blindsided? Has there ever been a time when you agree with everything and 
then suddenly realize you were the target all along? A few years ago, a friend and his mother, while 
driving home from church, were discussing the sermon. Both agreed the pastor had explained the 
passage of  Scripture very well. As the conversation turned to the specific examples of  how the text 
should be applied, our friend's mother suddenly exclaimed, "O my, he was talking about us!" In all 
likelihood, those listening to Amos were in total agreement with the proclamation of  God's coming 
judgment until he said, "For three transgressions of  Israel" in verse six. 

The introduction of  Amos in chapter one says he was from Tekoa, a town in southern Judah (2 
Chronicles 11:5-6) where he was a shepherd. The LORD spoke through Amos during the period 
when Uzziah was king of  Judah and Jeroboam was king of  Israel. His ministry overlapped Hosea's; 
both prophesying against Israel, the northern ten tribes. 

Amos begins his sermon by describing the LORD as a lion who will roar in judgment from Zion. 
As a result, the pastures will dry up, and the grass on Mount Carmel will wither and die. For an 
agrarian society, a drought was devastating, but Amos declares that is what is coming.  

God is speaking through Amos, like a prosecutor, laying out the charges against seven individual 
nations. He begins by declaring the transgressions of  each country. Transgression is defiance of  
authority or rebellion. The basic sense of  the word is to rebel with a desire for independence. In 
Job 34:37 when Elihu says Job "adds rebellion to his sin," he claims Job is not only breaking God's 
command but is rejecting His authority.  

God stipulates He will not revoke the punishment due each nation; He will show no partiality. 
After declaring the impending judgment, Amos gives an example of  each country's defiant acts 
against God's rule. He closes each charge with a description of  what is to come from God's hand 
on six of  the seven nations. The LORD will send fire and devour the strongholds of  each country. 
As Amos lists each nation, it is important to remember that his audience is the nation of  Israel. 
Since Damascus and Gaza were perpetual enemies of  Israel, I suspect the hearers were thinking, 
"It's about time God got around to destroying those heathens." Tyre had historically been a friend 
to Israel so the audience might not have been as enthusiastic about God's judgment on their 
friends. Then, every other nation on Amos' list are relatives of  Israel, some more distant than 
others, but still blood kin.  

Edom, as descendants of  Esau (Genesis 36:43), was the nation of  Israel's cousins. As descendants 
of  Lot, both the Ammonites (Deuteronomy 2:19) and Moab (Deuteronomy 2:9) were relatives of  
Israel. When the LORD turned to Judah, the audience had to have started squirming because 
condemning their brothers who still lived in Jerusalem and worshiped in Solomon's Temple left 
them vulnerable to the same condemnation, if  not worse. 

D.A. Carson, standing in for Amos, uses the nations China, Russia, Germany, England, Canada, 
and finally the United States in his sermon to make this passage more personal and applicable 
instead of  using these nations from times long past.  

Our friend and his mother thought the sermon was directed at other people in the congregation 
because it is so much easier to see their failing. Aren't we the same way? Have you ever heard a 
convicting message and thought, "O, I wish so and so was here? They definitely need to hear this!" 

Forgive me, Lord, for doing just that. My eyes see so clearly the guilt in others, but I have such 
difficulty turning the same sights on myself. Please, cause me to see the plank in my eye before I 
attempt to remove the splinter in someone else’s. Help us to understand our desire for 
independence from You for what it is - sin. 
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November 14 
1 CHRONICLES 3-4, HEBREWS 9, AMOS 3, PSALM 146-147

Hebrews 9:5
"Above it were the cherubim of  glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of  these things we cannot now speak in detail." 

In Hebrews 9 the author briefly mentions the "earthly place of  holiness." These Jewish readers had 
a depth of  knowledge about the Tabernacle, and it's accessories and purpose we New Testament 
readers typically do not have. So, I would like to speak a little more in detail about the Tabernacle, 
primarily the mercy seat.  

Before giving the Israelites instruction on a dwelling place for Himself, God delivered them from 
Egypt, provided the pillar of  cloud and fire, opened the Red Sea, fed them manna, supplied water 
from the Rock, met with them at Mount Sinai, gave the Ten Commandments, and additional 
instruction of  how they were to live as His people. He had proven Himself  worthy of  their 
devotion and gratitude. As a further benefit, He instructed them to build for Him a place where 
He could dwell among them, and He provided all of  the necessary gold and materials needed.  

In Exodus 25, the LORD begins the instructions for the building of  the Tabernacle. For the next 
five chapters of  Exodus, God gives very detailed directions on building the Tabernacle, what 
instruments of  worship are to be constructed, who He has skilled for this purpose, the design of  
the garments His priests should wear, and much more. However, before any of  these other items, 
His first detailed instruction given in Exodus 25:10-22 is for the ark of  the covenant and the mercy 
seat.  

Exodus 25:17-22, describes the mercy seat made of  pure gold with two cherubim, one on each end 
facing each other looking down at the mercy seat. Their wings are spread to overshadow and 
protect it. Inside the ark, Moses is to place the Law, which God gives to Israel through Moses and 
the angels, with the mercy seat placed on top of  the ark. In verse 22 the LORD says, "There I will 
meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark 
of  the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the 
people of  Israel." Several verses, like Psalm 80:1, describes this as the throne of  God, "Give ear, O 
Shepherd of  Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
shine forth." In 1 Chronicles 28:2, David refers to the ark of  the covenant, situated beneath the 
cherubim and the mercy seat as "the footstool of  our God."  

The word the writer of  Hebrews uses for "mercy seat" in verse five, is used only one other place in 
the New Testament. In Romans 3:25 Paul describes Jesus, using the same Greek word for mercy 
seat, as the propitiation God provided. In Hebrews 1:1-2, we are told God spoke to us by his Son. 
The same God who spoke to Moses enthroned between the cherubim on top of  the mercy seat 
now speaks to us through His Son, our propitiation.  

Understanding propitiation will help clarify the significance of  how God speaks to mankind. The 
Bible plainly states the Lord has every right to be angry at His creation. All mankind justly 
deserves His wrath. In Romans 3, where Jesus is described as the propitiation, Paul says, "There is 
no distinction, for all have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God." In Exodus 32, after God's 
instruction for building the tabernacle, Aaron made the golden calf. In verse 10, the LORD told 
Moses, "Let me alone that my wrath may burn against them and I may consume them." What 
would appease/propitiate the just wrath of  a Holy God? Our study of  Hebrews to this point has 
made it clear the animal sacrifices of  the Old Testament were a shadow of  the perfect sacrifice 
which was to come - Jesus. More perfect than the blood of  the sacrifice sprinkled on the mercy seat 
once a year on the Day of  Atonement, was the blood of  Jesus publicly displayed on the cross. He is 
our Lord, Savior, Shepherd, and Propitiation. It is His blood alone that propitiates the wrath of  
God which all mankind deserves.  

In John 20:11-12 "Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into 
the tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of  Jesus had lain, one at the 
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head and one at the feet." Just as the cherubim overshadowed and protected the mercy seat so, too, 
they overshadowed and watched over Jesus the true and better mercy seat. 

Thank You, Lord God All Mighty, You alone are both the just and the justifier. Who but You could 
ever devise such a plan to redeem Your people from our deserved death and destruction; but the 
cost! We are unworthy of  the price of  the Lamb of  God who takes away the sin of  the world. 
Jesus, thank You. Who but You could ever be the propitiation for our God? Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, wealth, wisdom, might, honor, glory, and blessing. 
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November 15 
1 CHRONICLES 5-6, HEBREWS 10, AMOS 4, PSALM 148-150 

Amos 4:6-13 
"Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!" (Amos 
4:12) 

This verse is a summary of  the LORD's message for all the prophets to give to His people. The last 
prophet God sent before His Son said the same thing. In reference to John the Baptist, an angel, in 
Luke 1:17, says, "He will go before him in the spirit and power of  Elijah, to turn the hearts of  the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of  the just, to make ready for the LORD 
a people prepared." That is the great question for all mankind, "Are you prepared to meet your 
God?"  

Notice, in Amos 4:6-13, how many times the LORD uses "I" when referring to His actions. He 
says: I gave, withheld, send, struck, sent, killed, made, and overthrew. He is the source of  each of  
these physical disasters: drought, blight, locust, pestilence, and war that caused the stench of  death 
and destruction. The LORD caused all this disaster to bring the people to the realization that He 
was against them so they would return to Him, but the result of  each calamity He sent is, "Yet, you 
did not return to me, declares the LORD." 

Just as verse 12 is a summary statement for the prophets, Amos 4:6-12 is a summary of  a promise 
God made in Leviticus 26:14-33. The LORD begins this passage with, "If  you will not listen to me 
and will not do all these commandments, if  you spurn my statutes, and if  your soul abhors my 
rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but break my covenant, then I will..." Verse 
18 encapsulates all He will do, "If  in spite of  this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you 
again sevenfold for your sins, and I will break the pride of  your power." 

When events like those listed in Amos 4:6-11 occur, how do you view them? Are natural disasters 
just "mother nature?" Is war just a consequence of  fallen mankind? As the cross grew nearer, Jesus 
warned his disciples about coming tribulation, persecution, famine, and other times of  difficulty 
and stress. In Luke 21:10-13, He explains how His followers should view these events - "Nation will 
rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes and in various 
places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. But before 
all this they will lay hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name's sake. This will be your 
opportunity to bear witness." 

Yesterday, a friend told me about several earthquakes occurring along the border between Iraq and 
Iran. The Christians in the area have received great persecution from their Muslim neighbors, but 
in this time of  distress, the neighbors are turning to believers for help. During hurricane Harvey, 
there were many videos of  people traveling into the disaster to help those in need. Several I saw 
were believers using the opportunity to "bear witness." We saw the same attitude from Christians 
following the Sutherland Springs massacre. The LORD, the God of  hosts, who brings these 
devastating events, would have His children "Love your neighbor as yourself" and "Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you." 

Not all disasters and calamities are on such a large scale. Many are much closer to home with your 
friends and family. 1 John 4:12 says, "If  we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us." Often our opportunity to "bear witness" to our Lord and Savior comes in these 
times of  difficulty which will cost us time, emotion, money, and energy, but to such a task we are 
called. 

Spirit of  grace, stir in us a graciousness that exemplifies our great and good God. May we be as 
merciful to those in need as He is to us. Teach us to see these times of  high stress and difficulty as 
an opportunity to bear witness of  You in both word and deed. 
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November 16 
1 CHRONICLES 7-8, HEBREWS 11, AMOS 5, LUKE 1:1-38

Luke 1:6
"They were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statues of  the Lord." 
  
How often do you hear Christians referring to other believers as "righteous"? The excuse for my 
generation not using that description might be because of  the 60's slang phrase "righteous dude" 
which had nothing to do with Biblical righteousness, but I don't hear other generations talking 
about personal righteousness either.  

I fear it is because we are uncomfortable speaking about any righteousness other than that imputed 
through faith in Jesus Christ. No one is righteous without being made righteous, but we are called 
to pursue personal righteousness. Paul said, "Not having a righteousness of  my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith" (Philippians 3:9). He also said, "All Scripture is...profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16). We are to learn to live 
righteous lives because of  the gift of  Christ's imputed righteousness. 

John, speaking to his "little children" in 1 John 2:29 says, "If  you know that he (Jesus) is righteous, 
you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of  him." In 2 Peter 3:14 
Peter, looking forward to Jesus’ return, said, "Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish and at peace." Ephesians 4:22-24 describes the 
pursuit of  personal righteousness in the language of  "put off" and "put on." We are told to put off  
our old way of  life and put on our new self  “created after the likeness of  God in true righteousness 
and holiness." Paul continues through verse 32 listing what we are to eliminate and add to walk in 
righteousness and blameless in all the commandments and statues of  the Lord, like Zechariah and 
Elizabeth. 

This new self  is not self-righteous. It is right only because of  the work of  Christ not the work of  
Roy. In Luke 18:9-14, Jesus tells a parable to those who trusted in themselves for righteousness. 
Two men are in the temple, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee prays (Roy's 
translation) "God, thank You I am not like other men especially this tax collector. What you want 
me to do, I do. You are fortunate to have me on Your side." The tax collector wouldn't even lift his 
eyes as he stood away from everyone else. His only prayer was "God have mercy on me a sinner!" 
Jesus said the tax collector went home right with God - "Everyone who exalts himself  will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself  will be exalted."  

My pastors understand human nature very well. When they give Biblical examples where there are 
two different groups, like the 99 sheep that don't wander away and the one who does, they are 
quick to point out our inclination is to think we are in the 99, but Jesus tells the story for us to see 
we are the 1. I want to be the justified tax collector in the parable but am compelled to admit there 
are times I think God is fortunate to have me on His side.  

Excellent and merciful Lord, forgive me of  my self-righteousness. Please, put Your children in my 
life who will puncture my inflated self-image. You alone are righteous. My righteousness is as filthy 
rags. Holy Spirit, hold before me those old practices that I need to put off  and strengthen me to 
replace them with the attributes of  Jesus, my Lord. 
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November 17 
1 Chronicles 9-10, Hebrews 12, Amos 6, Luke 1:39-80 

Hebrews 12:1-2 
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of  witnesses to the life of  faith, let us strip off  every 
weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God 
has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because 
of  the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of  honor beside 
God’s throne." (NLT) 

Reading Hebrews 12:2 reminds me of  a song we sang when I was a kid. The chorus said:  
 Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
 Look full in His wonderful face, 
 And the things of  earth will grow strangely dim, 
 In the light of  His glory and grace. 

The writer of  Hebrews says the same in encouragement to us as we run the race of  life as a 
believer in Jesus. We are to live with our eyes ever on our champion who is the initiator and 
perfecter our faith.  

As Carol and I (rapidly it seems at times) draw closer to the end of  our race, Hebrews 12 is a fitting 
reminder. After listing the faithful in chapter 11, chapter 12 seems to be a "Remember, Don't 
Forget" exclamation mark. This race is one of  endurance that requires our efforts to disentangle 
ourselves of  all those things of  this life that hinder us in finishing the race well.  

Of  first importance is remembering the love of  Jesus who endured the cross with all its shame and 
hostility so that all who receive him, who believe in His name, might become children of  God, 
born not of  blood, nor of  the will of  the flesh, nor of  the will of  man, but of  God. (John 1:12-13) 
Of  equal importance is the reminder that God disciplines His children - those whom He loves. As 
Jesus endured the cross, as the perfect portrayal of  the Father's love for us, we are to endure His 
discipline as evidence of  His love for us as His children. Even though this discipline is painful, His 
ultimate purpose is for us to share in His character of  holiness. Ephesians 1:4 describes our 
relationship in this way, "...He (the Father) chose us in Him (Jesus) before the foundation of  the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love he predestined us for adoption to 
Himself  as sons through Jesus Christ." The result of  His discipline is a peaceful life lived correctly 
before Him and others.  

Because of  this Truth, we are commanded to actively do three things as believers: 1) strengthen 
ourselves in the Lord, 2) walk in paths of  righteousness, 3) strive equally for peace with everyone 
and holiness. Isaiah 35:3-4 explains the first command this way, "Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. Say to the those who have an anxious heart, 'Be strong, fear not! 
Behold, your God.'" Proverbs 4:26-27 (NLT) provides a great description of  the second command, 
"Mark out a straight path for your feet; stay on the safe path. Don’t get sidetracked; keep your feet 
from following evil." The third command reminds me of  Ephesians 4:15, "speaking the truth in 
love." I struggle to give equal weight to speaking the Truth and doing so in love. I tend to be more 
emphatic with one or the other. I find the same tension in being at peace with everyone while also 
pursuing holiness.  

Our God and Father, thank You for loving us not only through the gift of  Your Son but for Your 
discipline. Forgive us for resisting Your efforts to conform us to the likeness of  the Author and 
perfecter of  our faith. Holy Spirit, please have your way with us. Stir within us an increasing desire 
to strengthen ourselves in the Lord as we pursue peace with our neighbor and the holiness that 
allows us to see You. 
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November 18 
1 CHRONICLES 11-12, HEBREWS 13, AMOS 7, LUKE 2

Luke 2:25-38 
Are there specific verses of  Scripture that focus your attention on Jesus Christ? I know that sounds 
like a foolish question since He is the focal point of  the entire Bible, but I need specific verses to 
hold on to. 2 Corinthians 1:20 is one of  those reference points for me - "For all the promises of  
God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his 
glory." 

This morning I was reminded of  that verse while reading of  Simeon and Anna's encounter with 
baby Jesus. From Simeon "waiting for the consolation of  Israel" to Anna worshiping God for the 
"redemption of  Jerusalem," God is fulfilling His promises.  

In Isaiah 57:14-19, the One who is high and lifted up says He will dwell with those who are 
contrite and have a lowly spirit. He goes on to say, "I will heal him; I will lead him and restore 
comfort to him...peace, peace, to the far and to the near...I will heal him." In his wait for the 
Consolation of  Israel, Simeon was watching for the promised One who will heal, lead, comfort, 
and bring peace to Israel. The Holy Spirit had promised he would live to see that One; another 
promise of  God fulfilled by Jesus.  

There are many messianic passages in Isaiah 49. The first two verses, describing Jesus, say, "The 
LORD called me from the womb, from the body of  my mother he named my name." He is also 
the One whose "mouth is like a sharp sword." Verse six says, "I will make you as a light for the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of  the earth." Here, God promised to send the 
Messiah to be a light to the Gentiles and display His salvation to all peoples. The fulfillment of  this 
passage is why Simeon blessed God in Luke 2:31-32 for allowing him to see it.  

Isaiah 45:23-25 says, "To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance...In the 
LORD all the offspring of  Israel shall be justified and shall glory." 

So, to recap, when Mary and Joseph presented baby Jesus to the Lord in the Temple Simeon saw 
the consolation of  Israel, God's salvation displayed to all people as a light to the Gentiles and the 
glory of  Israel. All of  God's promises are Yes through Him! 

Just as Simeon was blessed to see the fulfillment of  so many of  God's promises, Anna also 
understood the hope of  redemption came in the form of  baby Jesus. Earlier this week in Hebrews 
9, we read of  Jesus securing an eternal redemption through the sacrifice which He offered as the 
eternal high priest from the order of  Melchizedek. Psalm 111:9 says, "He sent redemption to his 
people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name!" Psalm 130:7-8 
made this promise, "O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD, there is steadfast love, and 
with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities." 

Christ Jesus, I rest in You. As I think of  Simeon waiting faithfully for the promise of  seeing You, I 
am convicted of  my lack of  patience. Thank You for being not just the Consolation of  Israel but 
the Prince of  peace, the salvation of  Your people, and the Light of  the world. In You alone is 
redemption plentiful. 
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November 19 
1 CHRONICLES 13-14, JAMES 1, AMOS 8, LUKE 3

James 1:12 
"Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of  life, 
which God has promised to those who love him."  

James summarizes verses two through eleven with that statement. Doesn't it remind you of  one of  
the Beatitudes from Matthew 5:3-11, "Blessed are ...?" In verses three through five, James explains 
God's purpose and process in the trials of  life. His purpose is for His children to "be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing." Paul says the same thing in 1 Thessalonians 4:3, "For this is the will 
of  God, your sanctification." His process of  accomplishing our perfection, completeness, and 
sanctification, begins with trials of  various kinds. Life in a fallen world because of  our sin and the 
sins of  others is inevitably difficult. Jesus knew what He was talking about in John 16:33, "In the 
world you will have tribulation, but take heart; I have overcome the world." Just before that 
statement, He said, "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace." So, trials and 
tribulation are our lot in life. How we choose to handle them demonstrates whether we are 
accepting Jesus’ instruction or not; accepting Him or not. He tells us peace in the middle of  trials is 
possible in and through Him because He has conquered this fallen, sinful world.  

For this reason, James can say, "Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of  various 
kinds." As Christians, we know God is sovereign. Therefore, nothing comes to us that has not 
passed through His loving, merciful fingers. These trials are designed to test our faith, not so He 
will know its strength or weakness, but so we will. In 1 Peter 1:6-7, Peter while discussing the same 
various trials, also says we are to rejoice even if  for a short time we are grieved because of  them. 
He describes the "tested genuineness of  your faith" as more precious than gold that has been tested 
by fire.  

James says God's desire is for us to be steadfast in our trust of  Him in these trials. In Romans 5:3-5, 
Paul provides a more thorough description. He also says we are to rejoice in suffering because 
suffering produces endurance, which builds character, which creates hope. The process of  trusting 
the Lord in the middle of  suffering, trial, and tribulation ultimately provide a hope of  our salvation 
in Him that does not disappoint. The reason for our hope is because in the middle of  suffering He 
pours His love into us through the gift of  His Spirit. 

James, in verse five, gives us a fantastic promise. I find it humorous he begins with, "If  any of  you 
lack wisdom." For me, when trials come, I always feel unprepared. In that moment of  stress, 
trauma, or grief, I must confess my first reaction is pain, not joy. God does not want us stuck in 
pain or sorrow. His desire is for us to look to Him and His purpose. He promises if  we ask for 
wisdom in dealing with this trial, He will generously provide what we need. I love the fact that He 
gives it without reproach or rebuke. He doesn't say, "Well, I gave you this before. How did you lose 
it? I shouldn't have to keep doing this for you!" Psalm 81:10 provides the picture of  His generosity, 
"I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of  the land of  Egypt. (In our case, who 
brought us out of  slavery to sin.) Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." James reminds us to ask 
without doubting. Have you ever asked God for wisdom and understanding with the idea that if  
He doesn't provide, you will move on to plan B? James says never have plan B. If  you do, it is 
proof  of  divided loyalty between the Lord and the world.  

The same Greek word James and Peter use for trial, Paul uses in 1 Corinthians 10:13 for 
temptation - "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the 
way of  escape, that you may be able to endure it." 

Lord Jesus, as the founder and perfecter of  my faith, You endured the cross because of  the joy that 
awaited You. As You allow and bring trials into my life, please give me eyes to see the joy that 
awaits me.  
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November 20 
1 CHRONICLES 15, JAMES 2, AMOS 9, LUKE 4

Luke 4 
Luke chapter four is such a fascinating passage of  Scripture that books could be and probably have 
been written examining nothing else.  

After yesterday's reading in James 1 about our trials and temptations, today we learn of  Jesus' 
temptation. James 1:2 uses the same Greek word for trial that Luke 4:13 translates as temptation -  
"When the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time." 
Jesus rebuffed every temptation the devil presented with Scripture - "I have stored up your word in 
my heart, that I might not sin against you. Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your 
statutes!" (Psalm 119:11) Jesus understood that truth; do we? 

James 1 explained how temptation progresses to sin. In James 1:12-15, we are not to say God 
tempts us. Temptation leads to sin and death because we are lured and enticed by our desires. Jesus 
is emphatic in His desire to do the Father's will. All three of  His responses to the devil's temptation 
are expressions of  His obedience to the word of  God. Verse 4, concerning living on bread alone, is 
from Deuteronomy 8:3 which concludes with "but by every word that comes from the mouth of  
the LORD." Psalm 40:7-8 (NLT) speaking of  the Messiah says, "Look, I have come. As is written 
about me in the Scriptures: I take joy in doing your will, my God, for your instructions are written 
on my heart." To not sin against God, our focus must be on our desire. Is my desire for my will or 
is my desire to do the Father's will? Jesus knew the tempter, how he operates, and how to thwart his 
efforts; do we?  

Don't you always find it amazing how the demons responded to Jesus? In Luke 4:34, a demon said, 
"I know who you are—the Holy One of  God." Verse 41 tells us the demons were crying, "You are 
the Son of  God!" They never questioned His deity. In Luke 4:1-14, instead of  "if" you are the Son 
of  God, "since" could also be an appropriate interpretation. Would the devil have tried to tempt 
anyone else by asking them to turn stones into bread?  

After reading Isaiah 61:1 and part of  verse 2 from the scroll, Jesus said, "Today this Scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing." He was declaring His deity. Isaiah 61 is obviously Messianic. The 
portion of  verse two Jesus did not read adds, "and the day of  vengeance of  our God." He didn't 
read that because that was not His purpose in coming, but it will be when He comes again.  

The people in the synagogue at Nazareth seemed to accept what He said, "And all spoke well of  
him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth." The question "Is not 
this Joseph's son?" seems innocuous to us but since Jesus knows the heart of  man (John 2:25), He 
responded quickly and adamantly to the question. Using the example of  Elijah being sent to the 
Gentiles to perform miracles instead of  meeting the need in Israel, Jesus pointed out the people’s 
pretense of  acceptance of  who He was.  

Lord Jesus, we want to acknowledge who You are, Emmanuel, God with us. May our acceptance 
of  Your deity not be a pretense but proven by our desire and obedience to do Your will. We know 
You are the Holy Son of  God. 
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November 21 
1 CHRONICLES 16, JAMES 3, OBADIAH 1, LUKE 5

1 Chronicles 16:7 
"On that day David gave Asaph and his fellow Levities this song of  thanksgiving to the LORD." (NLT)  

Since we will be celebrating Thanksgiving this week, David's song is a fitting example of  Biblical 
thanksgiving. In verse four, David appointed some of  the Levites as ministers before the ark of  the 
LORD. They were to invoke his blessing, give thanks, and praise the LORD, the God of  Israel. 
Interestingly, each of  those three words is used extensively in David's song of  thanksgiving.  

To invoke means to remember and memorialize. In verse 12 and 15, David instructs the people to 
recognize (remember/memorialize) God's wondrous works, miracles, and judgments along with 
His covenant promises.  

To thank is to praise, confess, and acknowledge. Thankfulness would obviously include praise and 
acknowledgment, but confession? Biblical gratitude consists of  a recognition of  the unworthiness 
of  the recipient. If  we were worthy, thanks would be deserved and therefore unnecessary. 
Scriptural thankfulness is more than just a polite response of  "Thank you." David's song begins 
and ends with thankfulness in verses 8, 34, and 35.  

To praise is to glorify, celebrate, boast and commend. Verse ten says "Glory in his holy name; let 
the hearts of  those who seek the LORD rejoice." Verse 25 adds, "For great is the LORD, and 
greatly to be praised." At the end of  the song, all the people say "Amen" and praise the LORD.  

Don't you find it compelling that after David finished this corporate worship, praise, and 
thanksgiving with the people of  Israel, he went home to bless his own family? 

As you celebrate this Thanksgiving, incorporate Scriptural thanksgiving into your activities. 
  
LORD our God, we praise, worship, and extol Your Name. We are thankful for the blessings You 
provide. We acknowledge our unworthiness of  Your grace. As we spend time this week with those 
You have placed in our lives, may our thanksgiving be to You above all else.  

Luke 5:1-11
This event is one of  many in Scripture that causes me to both rejoice and struggle at the same 
time. I celebrate when Peter says, "But at your word, I will let down the nets." What faith!  

Peter made his living catching fish. These men had worked all night and gained nothing for their 
efforts. Now Jesus, who was not a fisherman but a carpenter, was telling them how to run their 
business. Peter, based on Jesus' word alone, was willing to set his experience and knowledge aside 
and obey. What a great heart! At your Word, I will do what you say, even though experientially it 
seems impossible. What faith! 

My struggle is Peter's response to Jesus after this visible miracle. Obeying Jesus' instruction led to 
catching an overwhelming number of  fish. I suspect if  I were Peter my natural reaction would be 
an attempt to get Jesus to be my business partner, but Peter's response is to fall on his face before 
Jesus and ask Him to, "Go away. I am sinful."  

What emotions arise when you see the obvious miracles of  Jesus in your life? 

I encourage you to listen to the song "Go Away" by Ross King. "Go Away" is just one of  his many 
songs that I find thought-provoking.  

Lord Jesus, I desire to be like Peter, James, and John; willing to leave everything and follow You. 
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November 22 
1 Chronicles 17, James 4, Jonah 1, Luke 6 

James 4:11
Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges 
his brother, speaks evil against the Law, and judges the Law, but if  you judge the Law, you are not a 
doer of  the Law but a judge.  

The epistle of  James provides a thorough explanation of  what faith looks like in the life of  a 
believer by examining the works that follow true faith. James 1:27 is often used to describe true 
religion, "Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself  unstained from the world." Yet, if  we read just that 
one verse, we will miss the context of  what James is saying. The previous verse (James 1:26) says, 
"If  anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s 
religion is worthless." So, to understand James' point concerning "pure and undefiled religion," we 
must take into account not just our "works" but also our "speech." 

Following James' explanation in chapter two of  "faith by itself, if  it does not have works, is 
dead" (James 2:17) and, "For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from 
works is dead" (James 2:26), James immediately addresses how believers’ "works" include the way 
we speak - the use of  our tongue. Interestingly, James uses the same word "bridle" in James 3:2 to 
describe the "perfect man" as he used in James 1:26 to describe a person whose religion is 
worthless. The Greek word for bridle means to keep in check, control, and exercise self-control. 
Louw-Nida, a Greek dictionary, says the expression "does not bridle his tongue" could be 
translated as, "one who does not tell his tongue what to say" or, "one who cannot tie his tongue 
down" or, "one who cannot stop his talking." After using the picturesque language of  a ship’s 
rudder and a horse’s bit to describe how a small device plays such a large part in controlling a ship 
and a horse, James says the same is true of  our tongue. He goes on to say our human tongue is a 
"restless evil, full of  deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
people who are made in the likeness of  God."  

I can hear you thinking, "Okay, Roy, we read those passages over the last few days, we get it. What 
is your point? What does that have to do with 'Do not speak evil against one another?'" James 4:11 
adds a new word for the way we use our tongue. In verse 11, James uses the same Greek word, 
katalaoe, three times. The definition for this word is backbiting, revile, and slander. 1 Peter 3:16 uses 
the same word, "...having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile 
your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame." Doesn't translating that word as slander 
increase the impact of  what James is saying?  

One of  the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:16 says, "You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor." So, James 4:11-12 says if  I "speak evil against" a brother, I am breaking at least 
two commandments because I am not only bearing false witness, but I am breaking the first 
commandment by putting myself  in place of  God who is the only lawgiver and judge.  

Inevitably, when the subject of  judging a brother or sister in Christ comes up, my thoughts turn to 
Romans 14:4, "Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of  another? It is before his own 
master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand." This 
causes me to rejoice with Jude, "Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of  his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen." 

Sovereign LORD, forgive me for placing myself  in the position for which You and You alone are 
worthy. Holy Spirit, please quickly convict me and stir me to repentance when the use of  my 
tongue causes me to sin against my God and Father. Lord Jesus, may I see Your Bride even now as 
without spot or wrinkle. May I see her as holy and without blemish because of  what You have 
accomplished and are accomplishing in her. 
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November 23 
1 Chronicles 18, James 5, Jonah 2, Luke 7 

James 5:15
"The prayer of  faith will save the one who is sick, and the LORD will raise him up. And if  he has committed sins, 
he will be forgiven." 

Even though James made this statement long after David, Jonah, the centurion, and the woman of  
the city experienced God's mercy, they would all voice a hearty Amen.  

1 Chronicles 17 concludes with David's prayer which closes with this statement, "When you grant 
a blessing, O LORD, it is an eternal blessing" (NLT). In 1 Chronicles 18, the repeated refrain is 
"The LORD gave victory to David wherever he went."  In David's prayer in Chapter 17, he 
proclaims the LORD as the faithful One. Chapter 18 is the evidence of  a faithful God. Jonah 2 is a 
prayer of  faith from the belly of  a fish. Jonah cried to the LORD from Sheol, and the LORD 
rescued him. In the Old Testament, Sheol is usually a reference to death. Jonah describes an 
expected death in the raging sea. His life was slipping away when he cried out to God, and He 
saved him by using a fish as deliverance. Jonah knew "Salvation belongs to the LORD." 

The centurion's prayer of  faith came through the intercession of  his friends. The humility of  the 
Roman officer before Jesus is exceptional. He understood authority because it was fundamental to 
the Roman military. As a centurion he could have commanded Jesus to appear before him, but he 
recognized true authority just as Jesus recognized true faith. What a pronouncement, "I tell you, 
not even in Israel have I found such faith." Of  course, the friends returned to find that the slave 
healthy. 

The woman with the alabaster flask didn't vocally express her faith, but her actions boldly 
proclaimed it. What a beautiful example of  bold humility! She entered the party without any 
invitation except the one Jesus always exhibits to those who seek Him. The host of  the party, who 
is a Pharisee, had the authority to remove the woman but didn't. He saw her as an opportunity to 
test Jesus, an exam he thought Jesus failed. Jesus directs his parable of  the money lender's 
forgiveness at the host. 

After John's disciples submitted his question to Jesus and Jesus' description of  John, Luke includes a 
statement that helps us understand the host of  the party. In verses 29-30, the people delighted to 
hear Jesus' description of  John the Baptist because they accepted him as speaking for the LORD. 
They had willingly agreed to his baptism of  repentance. The Pharisees and scribes rejected John as 
a prophet. Luke describes their action as the rejection of  "the purpose of  God" rather than the 
rejection of  John. Since the Pharisees rejected him as the "voice of  one crying in the wilderness 
'Prepare the way of  the Lord'...and all flesh shall see the salvation of  God," it was easy to reject the 
One of  whom he spoke. 

There is no comparison with the host's welcome of  Jesus to the woman’s. She would have agreed 
with the response of  the crowd who gathered for a funeral but instead experienced life from death. 
Instead of  grief, they glorified God with praise - "A great prophet has arisen among us!" and "God 
has visited his people!"  

Jesus responded to her action with, "Your sins are forgiven...Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 
Responding to Jesus in faith results in healing of  the sick or the dead. The Lord will raise you up 
from the raging sea, the sick bed, or the death brier. If  sins have been committed, forgiveness and 
peace come from the Lord. Indeed, salvation belongs to the Lord, and those He blesses are blessed 
eternally.  

Jesus, in You we have the perfect representation of  our LORD and God. Salvation comes only 
through Your broken body and shed blood. Thank You for eternal grace and mercy. 
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November 24 
1 Chronicles 19-20, 1 Peter 1, Jonah 3, Luke 8

1 Peter 1:1-2
"To those who are elect exiles of  the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the 
foreknowledge of  God the Father, in the sanctification of  the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling 
with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you."  

Previously, I mentioned keeping a list of  descriptive names of  the Church I found throughout the 
Bible. 1 Peter 1 contains several examples. Before we examine those in 1 Peter 1, I would like to 
share a few of  my favorites: 
  	 "those whom you have given me" John 17:9  
	 "everyone who is of  the truth" John 18:37  
	 "little flock" Luke 12:31 
	 "those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the 	 	
	 dead" Luke 20:35 
	 "sons of  the resurrection" Luke 20:36 
	 "vessels of  mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory" Romans 9:23  
	 "everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord" Romans 10:13  
	 "Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise" Galatians 3:29 
	 "partakers of  the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel" Ephesians 3:6  
	 "pillar and buttress of  the truth" 1 Timothy 3:15  
	 "the assembly of  the firstborn" Hebrews 12:23  
	 "those with him are called and chosen and faithful" Revelation 17:14  

First 1 Peter 1 also has several, but my favorites are: 
  	 "elect exiles" 1 Peter 1:1 
	 "he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of  Jesus 	 	
	 Christ from the dead" 1 Peter 1:3  
	 "you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 	 	
	 revealed in the last time" 1 Peter 1:4-5 

Each of  these unique descriptions of  the church causes me to rejoice at the manifold wisdom of  
God. It is through the church He makes known His wisdom to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. (Ephesians 3:8-10)  

In describing the triune nature of  the "salvation ready to be revealed," 1 Peter 1:1-2 gives us a view 
of  the manifold wisdom of  God. In this passage, we see the unique role of  each of  the three 
persons of  the Godhead.  

The "exiles" were "elect" according to the foreknowledge of  God the Father. It is interesting to 
note the only other use of  the Greek word for foreknowledge in the New Testament is found in 
Acts 2:23. In Peter's sermon after Pentecost, he explained that Jesus was delivered over to be 
crucified and killed "according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  God." In the same way, 
God planned beforehand for the substitutionary sacrifice of  His Son, He also chose those who 
were to be "elect exiles."  

The Holy Spirit's role in this plan for the "elect exiles" was their sanctification. Sanctification is also 
translated as holiness. Hebrews 12:14 says, "Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord." The holiness/sanctification which is necessary to see the 
Lord is the action of  the Holy Spirit in the lives of  those who were "born again to a living hope."  

The outward evidence of  this "living hope" is "obedience to Jesus Christ." Throughout Scripture 
obedience or loyalty is what always distinguishes the Church (all those encouraging descriptive 
phrases we discussed earlier) from the rest of  the world. This obedience is possible only because 
Jesus' little flock has been sprinkled in His blood. Hebrews 10:22 says it like this, "Let us draw near 
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with a true heart in full assurance of  faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water."  

Father, Spirit, and Son, we worship and adore You. May Your manifold wisdom be made evident 
in us, who by God's power are being guarded through faith, for a salvation, ready to be revealed in 
the last time. Thank You for such a great salvation! 
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November 25 
1 Chronicles 21, 1 Peter 2, Jonah 4, Luke 9

Jonah 4:1-2 
"But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. And he prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not 
this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are 
a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster." 

In the evangelical churches of  America in the twenty-first century, there is much discussion of  the 
need for transparency. We are completely known by God, and it is important for us as fellow 
believers in Jesus Christ to know and be known by each other. It is impossible to read Scripture and 
not realize the necessity of  confessing one's sin. Even with the difficulty of  doing so, it is much 
easier to make this confession before God than to our fellow believers. Yet, James 5:16 says, 
"Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of  a righteous person has great power as it is working."  

David, a man after God's own heart, is an excellent example of  such a confession. In 2 Samuel 
12:13, "David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Not only did David confess his 
sin to Nathan, but he also wrote Psalm 51 as a public confession before God and for all of  history. 
Thankfully, he also wrote Psalm 32 describing the blessed state of  the one whose sin is confessed 
and therefore forgiven by God. However, it seems to me, Jonah may be the most transparent sinner 
in all of  Scripture. The last recorded words we have from Jonah are his response to God's repeated 
question "Do you do well to be angry?" (Jonah 4:4, 9) Jonah's response, "Yes, I do well to be angry, 
angry enough to die" seems to be a continuation of  his statement in verse 3, "Therefore now, O 
LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live."  

The book of  Jonah ends leaving us with as many questions as Jesus' parable of  the prodigal son's 
older brother (Luke 15:25-32). How did each of  these men respond to the rebuke of  a loving 
father? Did they ever come to understand his love? Was either able to accept the father's offer of  
grace and forgiveness? Did they repent and confess their sin?  

I believe we have the answer to these questions about Jonah simply because we have this book in 
the Bible. How else would we ever have known of  these events if  Jonah had not chosen to tell of  
his rebellion and God's deliverance and grace? The sailors on the ship would never have known 
how the story ended. The people of  Nineveh would not know all that happened before Jonah 
began to proclaim the coming judgment. Jonah's confession, unlike David's, was not explicit but 
made evident by the detail he gives of  his rebellion. 

Jonah provides us with insight into his knowledge of  God's forgiving nature in chapter four verse 
two. He did not want to proclaim God's coming judgment on Nineveh because he knew the 
LORD to be a "gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and 
relenting from disaster." Jonah's problem was not with God's forgiving nature to Israel or himself, 
but he did not want God to forgive the people of  Nineveh because they were Israel's arch-enemy.  

The book of  Jonah convicts me of  both my lack of  confession and desire for God to forgive those I 
perceive as enemies. I am slow to confess my sin, and even when I do, it does not reach the depth 
to which Jonah tells his story of  God's grace and forgiveness. Equally, I must admit my desire for 
God's forgiveness for myself, but not for those who would make themselves enemies of  me and 
mine.  

LORD God who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgive my iniquity and 
transgression. I confess my slowness and lack of  desire to admit my sin before You and others. Like 
Jonah, I am prideful of  Your blessing for myself  and those I care about. Please, Holy Spirit, may I 
become like Abram, Moses, Jesus, and Stephen desiring Your forgiveness and blessing for those 
who I perceive in my sinfulness to be unworthy of  such grace. Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your steadfast love. According to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
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November 26 
1 CHRONICLES 22, 1 PETER 3, MICAH 1, LUKE 10 

1 Chronicles 22:1 
"Then David said, 'Here shall be the house of  the LORD God and here the altar of  burnt offering for Israel.'" 

The events of  chapter 21 lead to the selection of  the site of  Solomon's Temple. "Then Solomon 
began to build the house of  the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had 
appeared to David his father, at the place that David had appointed, on the threshing floor of  
Ornan the Jebusite." (2 Chronicles 3:1) 

The LORD allowed Satan to tempt David by taking a census of  Israel. 2 Samuel 24:1 says, "Again 
the anger of  the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, 'Go 
number Israel and Judah.'" We do not know the specific reason for the LORD's anger at the 
people, but He would use David's decision to require a census to punish the nation. Taking a 
census in itself  was not wrong, as on two previous occasions mentioned in Numbers 1 and 26 God 
had ordered a census. From Joab's report in verse nine, David's primary interest is probably 
knowing the number of  men ready for battle. It seems David had begun to think of  the people as 
his rather than the LORD's. Since it was his army, he justified his desire to know their size and 
capability. Was David beginning to trust in the might of  his military rather than the LORD? If  so, 
Psalm 33:16-17 may result from this event, "The king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is 
not delivered by his great strength. The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great 
might it cannot rescue." How often do I consider possessions mine instead of  remembering I am 
just the Lord's steward of  what He has given me?  

Just as 1 Samuel 13:14 says, David is a man after God's own heart. Notice David's response in 1 
Chronicles 21:7-13. When God struck Israel, David's immediate reaction was, "I have sinned 
greatly...take away the iniquity...I have acted very foolishly." Regarding the decision between the 
three punishments, David displays a knowledge of  both God and man. He would prefer to place 
himself  and the nation in the hands of  a disciplining LORD rather than in the hands of  their 
enemy because he knew God's great mercy.  

God, Himself, chose the exact place to stop the devastation of  Jerusalem. Based on God's 
instruction through Gad, David built an altar on the threshing floor of  Ornan. Once again, we see 
David's heart by refusing Ornan's offer to give him everything necessary for the sacrifice. David 
acknowledged that true sacrifice must have a cost. He also knew the altar of  burnt offering at 
Gibeon was the appropriate place for a sacrifice, but at God's command with the angel of  the 
LORD standing between him and Gibeon, He built an altar as instructed in the exact place the 
LORD chose. 

As mentioned earlier, Ornan's threshing floor was on Mount Moriah. There is one other mention 
of  Moriah in Scripture. Needless to say, it is a significant place in the history of  God's chosen 
people. In Genesis 22:2 God tested Abraham and said to him, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of  Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of  
the mountains of  which I shall tell you." We know Abraham and Isaac were prepared to obey 
God's instruction on Mount Moriah when the LORD provided a substitute. In verse 14, 
"Abraham called the name of  the place, 'The LORD will provide'; as it is said to this day 'On the 
mount of  the LORD it shall be provided.'" Sacrifice must have a cost. Years later, just as God had 
chosen the place for the sacrifice of  Isaac and the location for Solomon's Temple, He chose the 
time, place, and sacrifice to be the propitiation for the sin of  man. On the mount known as "The 
LORD will provide, " He provided Jesus, the Lamb slain before the foundation of  the world - the 
Lamb who takes away the sin of  the world. 

Sovereign LORD, You alone can work all things together for good. Just as You chose the sin of  
David to select the exact place for Solomon's Temple, You used the sin of  Israel to provide Your 
perfect sacrifice. LORD Jesus, You are the costly sacrifice. The price You paid should have been 
mine. 
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November 27 
1 Chronicles 23, 1 Peter 4, Micah 2, Luke 11 

Luke 11:29-53 
"This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of  Jonah. For 
as Jonah became a sign to the people of  Nineveh, so will the Son of  Man be to this generation." (Luke 11:29-30)  

While teaching a Sunday School class years ago, the Holy Spirit effectually used this passage of  
Scripture to bring one of  the class members to salvation. The man was one of  the most faithful 
members of  our class but was not a believer. During one of  our visits, he informed me the reason 
he came and brought his family was so his sons would grow up to be "good" young men; to know 
right from wrong. About six months later, I received a call from him with the news he had been 
born again. He told me that after one of  our visits, he began to pray for a specific sign from God. 
While reading this passage, the Holy Spirit convicted him of  the fact that he was rejecting the signs 
he had been given.  

The people to whom Jesus was speaking, amidst all the signs and evidence, still wanted something 
more. In Luke 11:14-16, the people marveled at the fact that a man who was mute was able to 
speak after Jesus cast out a demon, but, being unwilling to accept Jesus for who He was, they 
accredited Beelzebul with the power behind His ability. With irrefutable logic, Jesus makes the 
obvious point that if  Satan is casting out his own demons his kingdom will fail. However, if  Jesus 
was casting these demons out by the "finger of  God" they should accept the fact Satan's kingdom 
was being attacked by One who was stronger.  

In Luke 11:29-32, as the crowd grew, Jesus, knowing their thoughts (Luke 11:17), addresses this 
desire for signs from heaven - "This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to it except the sign of  Jonah." Jesus says Gentiles, the people of  Nineveh and the 
queen of  the South, will condemn the Israelites of  this generation. God had given them evidence 
greater than the miracle of  Jonah and the wisdom of  Solomon, yet, they refused to accept Jesus. 
John 1:9-11 says, "The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to 
his own, and his own people did not receive him." Jesus the "true light," the true and perfect sign 
from heaven, was insufficient for that generation of  Israelites. 

In Luke 11:33-36, Jesus' analogy of  the eye being the lamp that provides light/insight for life helps 
us understand His previous admonition to "behold/see" the One greater than Jonah and Solomon. 
The Light of  the world was shining brightly for that generation of  Israelites, yet, there were many 
who willfully, hard-hardheartedly refused to accept Him. Jesus' command in verse 35 (NLT), 
"Make sure that the light you think you have is not actually darkness," was not only intended for 
those first-century hearers but us as well.  

In the NLT, the next verse says, "If  you are filled with light, with no dark corners, then your whole 
life will be radiant, as though a floodlight were filling you with light." Don't those of  us who profess 
Jesus as the "light of  the world" need Him to shine in the dark corners of  our lives? Don't we want 
our whole lives to be radiant examples of  His light filling us? 

Holy Spirit, just as You used Your Word to convict my friend and brother, please use it to convict 
me about those dark corners of  my life that desperately need the light of  the Gospel. Lord Jesus, 
may Your light truly be the light of  my life. 
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November 28 
1 CHRONICLES 24-25, 1 PETER 5, MICAH 3, LUKE 12

Luke 12:1-9
"Beware of  the leaven of  the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." (Luke 12:1) 

Jesus' description of  a fool brackets this statement. In the Gospels, Jesus only uses the word "fool" 
twice. Jesus describes the Pharisees in Luke 11:40, "You fools! Did not he who made the outside 
make the inside also?" This statement follows His condemnation of  them for worrying about 
outward appearance while inwardly, their heart was full of  greed and wickedness. Luke 12:20 is 
the other occasion Jesus calls anyone a fool. Speaking of  a man who believed he was secure 
because of  his earthly possessions, Jesus says, "Fool! This night your soul is required of  you, and 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be? So is the one who lays up treasure for himself  
and is not rich toward God." Anyone who excludes God in his evaluation of  life is a fool. Psalm 
14:1 says, "The fool says in his heart, 'There is no God.'" In Psalm 14, while examining every 
human being, God goes on to describes all men as fools, "There is none who does good...see if  
there are any who understand, who seek after God. They have all turned aside...become corrupt; 
there is none who does good, not even one." It can be said then, it is not just Pharisees and the 
wealthy who need to be concerned about being a fool. 

In Luke 11, after Jesus makes His pronouncement about the Pharisees, a lawyer says, "Teacher, in 
saying these things you insult us also." To which Jesus replies, "You also deserve condemnation 
because you place all kinds of  religious demands on the people that you do not keep yourself." In 
verse 52 Jesus says to the lawyers, "You have taken away the key of  knowledge. You did not enter 
yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering." What is the key to knowledge that the 
lawyers have removed? Proverbs 1:7 says, "The fear of  the LORD is the beginning of  knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction." Proverbs 9:10 adds, "The fear of  the LORD is the 
beginning of  wisdom, and the knowledge of  the Holy One is insight." The key to not being a fool 
is to fear the LORD. 

With that in mind, let's return to Luke 12:1-9. Jesus warns His disciples of  being hypocrites - 
"Beware of  the leaven of  the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." By describing their hypocrisy as 
leaven, Jesus is describing their lives as permeated with falsehood. Just as He said in chapter eleven, 
they appear okay on the outside, but are entirely filthy on the inside. They are deceiving themselves 
into thinking God doesn't know their intentions. They act as if  He just sees outward religious 
activity but not the heart that rejects Him. It is as if  their pretense of  belief  is sufficient. 

Jesus says, do not believe that, the day is coming when what we think is hidden will be revealed. 
What is done in the dark will be brought to the light. Since the fool thinks there is no God, he 
believes there is no accountability. Solomon's concluding statement in Ecclesiastes is, "For God will 
bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil." Romans 2:16 says, 
"On that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of  men by Christ Jesus."  

To exclude God from our decisions, thoughts, and lives is foolish. Jesus then reminds His disciples 
of  the wisdom of  fearing the LORD. He tells them not to fear those who can only destroy the 
body but fear the One who can also send you to eternal punishment in hell. Fear Him! However, at 
the same time, we are to fear God, we are to remember how He values us. It is easy for me to focus 
on one attribute of  God to the exclusion of  others, yet, His love is as perfect as His wrath. His 
mercy is as complete as His justice. Of  necessity, our fear of  Him must be understood through His 
love for His children. 

The evidence of  our knowing both the fear and love of  God is reflected by acknowledging Jesus in 
our daily lives. Love for Him will permeate our lives as we humbly submit to His loving, 
disciplining authority. Instead of  hypocrisy, our lives will reflect Jesus who has sanctified us by the 
washing of  His Word through His shed blood. 
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Sovereign, all-knowing God, forgive my hypocrisy. You know the thoughts and intents of  my heart. 
Holy Spirit, please convict me of  my foolish pride that would lead to hypocrisy. King Jesus, I 
submit my life to You. Your righteousness and not my own is the only way I want to stand before 
You as the judge. 
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November 29 
1 CHRONICLES 26-27, 2 PETER 1, MICAH 4, LUKE 13

2 Peter 1:8
"For if  these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ."  

What is the principle component you use to evaluate your life? How do you determine success or 
failure? What is a life well lived? What is the basis of  your judgment?  

2 Peter 1:3 says, those, like Peter who have received the gift of  faith, have also been given 
everything necessary to live a life pleasing to God. Not only has God provided this blessing, but He 
has also given us great and precious promises above and beyond what is necessary to live for His 
glory in the world. Because of  this, we are to respond by diligently developing Christ-like 
attributes. Peter describes these as virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly 
affection, and love. In so doing, our lives will be fruitful and effective. 

Scripture is replete with examples of  fruit, whether good or bad, abundant or scarce, being the 
basis of  God's evaluation of  individuals and nations. In Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus, while warning His 
disciples of  false prophets, says we will know them by their fruits. He asks the question, "Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles?" He goes on to say good trees bear good fruit and 
bad trees bear bad fruit. Every tree that produces bad fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire. Jude 12 describes false teachers as, "fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted." You 
will recognize the character of  a person by the fruit they produce. In Isaiah 5:4, God says He will 
judge Israel, His vineyard because it has provided nothing but wild grapes.  

John the Baptist, in Matthew 3:8-10 says, "Bear fruit in keeping with repentance...Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of  the trees. Every tree, therefore, that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire." Paul, speaking to King Agrippa in Acts 26:21, says his ministry was 
instructing people to repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance. 
Repentance bears fruit. 

In Luke 13:6-9, Jesus uses a parable of  a fruitless fig tree to describe the patience and mercy God 
displays waiting for fruit. The tree hasn't produced anything in three years, and the landowner is 
ready to cut it down, but the vinedresser asks for patience while he gives the tree individual 
attention with the hope of  fruitfulness. Just before Jesus tells the parable about the unproductive fig 
tree, He says, "Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish."  

In John 15, Jesus says the only way to be fruitful is through Him - "Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing." He goes on to say our 
fruitfulness glorifies God and is the proof  of  our discipleship. "By this, my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples." 

Given what we have read, is your standard of  a life lived well the same as God’s? How would you 
evaluate your fruit? Is it abundant or scarce, good, or bad? If  you are not as fruitful as you desire, is 
it because of  a lack of  repentance?  

Father, we want to glorify You. Please grant us repentance that leads to life and fruitfulness. Holy 
Spirit, please do everything You desire to sanctify us and make us effective for our Father's service. 
Jesus, my Lord and Savior, forgive me for acting as if  I could accomplish anything apart from You. 
Please quickly correct me when I stray. Stir within me the works of  repentance when I do. 
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November 30 
1 CHRONICLES 28, 2 PETER 2, MICAH 5, LUKE 14

1 Chronicles 28
"Now therefore in the sight of  all Israel, the assembly of  the LORD, and in hearing of  our God, observe and seek out 
all the commandments of  the LORD your God, that you may possess this good land and leave it for an inheritance to 
your children after you forever." (1 Chronicles 28:8) 

As David comes to the end of  his life, he initiates the transition of  power and authority to Solomon 
as his successor. After gathering the officials, David explained his desire to build a house for the ark 
of  the covenant of  the LORD but God's unwillingness for him to do so. God said, "You may not 
build a house for my name, for you are a man of  war and have shed blood." I have wondered since 
God instructed Israel to destroy the people of  the land and uniquely gave David directions of  how 
to wage war if  He is talking about the blood of  Uriah.  

Notice the difference between God's covenant with David in verse four and Solomon in verse 
seven. God's covenant with David is unconditional, "The LORD God of  Israel chose me from all 
my father's house to be king over Israel forever." The condition with Solomon is, "I will establish 
his kingdom forever if  he continues strong in keeping my commandments and my rules, as he is 
today." In 2 Samuel 7:8-16 God promised to raise up a descendant of  David's and establish the 
throne of  his kingdom forever. Verse sixteen says, "Your house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever."  

David's charge to Solomon beginning in verse nine seems appropriate for all those chosen by God. 
David instructs Solomon to do two things: 1) acknowledge the God of  your father, and 2) serve 
him with wholehearted devotion and a willing mind. Why do these two things? The LORD 
searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts. God knows everything I 
do and why I do it. If  I seek Him, He will be found; but if  I forsake Him, He will reject me. Those 
are the only two choices - seek and find, or abandon and be rejected. David's conclusion is fitting 
for all believers, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed, for the 
LORD God, is with you. He will not leave you or forsake you." In Deuteronomy 31:8, Joshua is 
told the same thing. The writer of  Hebrews says the same thing and adds, "The Lord is my helper; 
I will not fear; what can man do to me?" 

LORD God, unless You build the house, I labor in vain. Knowing my body is the Temple of  Your 
Spirit, I desire to be a "house" appropriate for such a Guest. Holy Spirit, please do the work 
necessary in me so that I may glorify You in my body.  

2 Peter 2:8 
"For as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless 
deeds that he saw and heard."  

The ESV attributes the tormenting of  Lot to, "he was tormenting his righteous soul." Other 
versions, like the NIV, credit the torment to those among whom he lives, "For that righteous man, 
living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw 
and heard." Other translations are pretty equally divided to whom they attribute Lot's tormented 
soul. I have been unable to answer the question of  who is responsible definitively but to think, "he 
was tormenting his righteous soul (by what) he saw and heard" convicted me.  

Am I tormenting my righteous soul by what I hear and see on the television or movies I watch? 
Considering that in the context of  being the dwelling place of  the Holy Spirit caused me to stop 
and rethink what I intentionally allow into my life. I know I live in an adulterous, evil generation 
and am surrounded by lawless deeds, but what about those I willfully accept? 

Father God, please give me discernment to know from what to walk away. Holy Spirit, I covenant 
with You to do my very best to protect Your Temple. Jesus, thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit. I 
desire to listen to all He would have me know and do. 
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December 1 
1 CHRONICLES 29, 2 PETER 3, MICAH 6, LUKE 15

Author – Carol Stokes 

Micah 6:8
"He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of  you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God." 

The LORD has issued His indictment against the Israelites. What does he want from them? Is it 
burnt offerings of  calves, a thousand rams, rivers of  oil, or even their firstborn child? No, what he 
wants of  them is to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with Him. Sounds so simple. All 
that’s needed is to smile, talk syrupy sweet, and go through religious rituals. The nation found this 
wasn’t true and was about to be judged.  

This isn’t the first time God told them what He expected. Back in Deuteronomy 10:12-13 He said, 
"And now Israel, what does the LORD your God require of  you, but to fear the LORD your God, 
to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of  the LORD, which I am commanding 
you today for your good?" They didn't accept the fact that His commands were for their good. 

To do justice or to act justly is not based on our culture or our own opinion of  justice. It is a total 
commitment to God’s justice based on His righteousness and His Law. We are to love God’s Law, 
not as a burden but out of  love for God and our desire to obey His Word in all aspects of  our life. 
We are to believe and know this is for our good. 

To love kindness or mercy translates into action based on helping others as opposed to judging 
them; healing versus condemnation. "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of  your mouths, 
but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen." (Ephesians 4:29 NIV) 

Walking humbly with God is a continual intimate relationship talking to God, listening, and 
obeying His Word. We need to realize life with God is right now, not at some point in the future.  
  
Lord, may my walk with You be closer than my very skin. I want to love You and Your Law and to 
think what You think and want what You want. May there be a seamless unity between You and 
me so that I do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with You. Holy Spirit, help me to keep my 
eyes on Jesus instead of  myself.  

Luke 15
"Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost..." (Luke 15:6)  
"Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost..." (Luke 15:9)  
"It was fitting to celebrate and be glad..." (Luke 15:32)  

It is impossible to miss the joy and celebration in these parables when what was lost is restored. 
Jesus uses these stories to describe the rejoicing and festivities in heaven when a lost sinner comes 
home.  

We currently have four dogs that hang around our house. Since we live in the country, many times 
abandoned dogs wander up to our place. Of  the four, we only chose one out of  a litter - Beazy. 
The others are either strays or belong to neighbors. Thinking of  celebration and joy reminded me 
of  the way the dogs act when Roy comes home. In their excitement, they run to meet the truck 
and jump all over him. One even turns flips when she gets really excited. All the dogs love him 
because he feeds and plays with them, takes them to the vet and loves on them — all except mopey 
Beazy. She doesn’t come when called and ambles up only when she feels like it. 

That made me think of  the older brother and his attitude when his brother returned home. Do I 
rejoice and celebrate the great salvation of  my Father or have I become indifferent? Have I 
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become like Beazy and become mopey because the Lord has not done what I expected or desired 
Him to do?  

John Piper says, "God is most glorified in me when I am most satisfied in Him." I had a little talk 
with Beazy about our attitude. I think she even wagged her tail. Now the talk with my Father. 

Father, You are such a good God. Forgive me when I am not satisfied in You. I was the lost sheep. I 
was the lost coin. Forgive me for being the older brother. You do abundantly more for me than I 
can even ask or think. Please restore to me the joy of  Your salvation. 
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December 2 
2 CHRONICLES 1, 1 JOHN 1, MICAH 7, LUKE 16

Micah 7
"Woe is me!..." (Micah 7:1) 

Have you ever felt like a failure? All your time, effort, and energy have accomplished nothing? As 
they say, "Welcome to the club." The NRSV translates Micah 7:1-2 as, "Woe is me! For I have 
become like one who, after the summer fruit has gathered, after the vintage has been gleaned, finds 
no cluster to eat; there is no first-ripe fig for which I hunger. The faithful have disappeared from 
the land, and there is no one left who is upright."  

In the first six verses, Micah goes on to say, not only is there none upright, instead they are 
murders, skilled at evil, officials who take bribes and pervert justice. No one is trustworthy, not even 
your wife or best friend, and households have become each other’s enemies.  

Doesn't that remind you of  Elijah's lament in 1 Kings 19:10, "I have been very jealous for the 
LORD, the God of  hosts. For the people of  Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to 
take it away." Micah and Elijah are not the lone strangers. Isaiah says, "But I say, 'I waste away, I 
waste away. Woe is me! For the traitors have betrayed, with betrayal the traitors have 
betrayed.'" (Isaiah 24:16) Jeremiah complains in Jeremiah 15:10, "Woe is me, my mother, that you 
bore me, a man of  strife and contention to the whole land! I have not lent, nor have I borrowed, 
yet all of  them curse me." In Matthew 11:3 John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus, "Are you 
the one who is to come, or shall we look for another." Even the Messiah says in Isaiah 49:4, "I have 
labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the 
LORD, and my recompense with my God."  

If  you struggle with a sense of  failure or lack of  accomplishment in the place and time God has 
chosen for you to serve Him, "Take heart." Jesus uses that phrase often to encourage. "Take heart, 
my son; your sins are forgiven." (Matthew 9:2) “Take heart, daughter, your faith has made you 
well." (Matthew 9:22) “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." (Matthew 14:27) “Take heart; I have 
overcome the world." (John 16:33) Essentially, Micah says the same thing. In a comprehensive 
manner, he explains the reasons to "Take heart" over the next fourteen verses.  

He begins in verse seven by explaining the basis for his hope and expectation - "I will look to the 
LORD...the God of  my salvation...(who) will hear me." In verses eight through ten, Micah 
describes how to live in hope as a justified sinner. He admits his sin and tells those who rejoice in 
his apparent failure when he falls, He will pick me up. The LORD my Salvation will bring me into 
the light. He will vindicate me. When my Salvation responds those who mockingly say, "Where is 
the LORD your God?" are put to shame.  

Micah says this will be true for all the LORD God's inheritance. His Kingdom will be extended 
from sea to sea and mountain to mountain. He will shepherd His people into fertile pastures. The 
LORD, on that day, says He will perform miracles like their delivery from slavery in Egypt. The 
shame is not just those who gloat over Micah, but all the nations will see His splendor and be 
terrified. 

The last three verses are a magnificent crescendo to this passage. The NET Bible translates these 
verses as, "There is no other God like you! You forgive sin and pardon the rebellion of...your 
people...You delight in showing loyal love...You...have mercy on us...You will conquer our evil 
deeds...and hurl our sins into the depths of  the sea...You will be loyal to Jacob...Abraham which 
you promised on oath." 

One of  my favorite verses, when I am discouraged, is Psalm 73:23-24, "Nevertheless, I am 
continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you 
will receive me to glory." Whatever your situation or emotional state as a disciple of  Jesus Christ, 
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one who loves God and His children, the passages in Psalm 73 and Micah 7 are more valid than 
whatever your struggles. 

LORD God our Salvation, thank You for being faithful to Your Word. Your Word is Your bond. 
Please help us take You at Your Word. No matter what appears real, we have no reason to ask 
"Where is my God?" You are accomplishing everything You promised; for Your glory and Your 
children's good. 
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December 3 
2 CHRONICLES 2, 1 JOHN 2, NAHUM 1, LUKE 17

1 John 2:3 
"By this we know that we have come to know him, if  we keep his commandments." 

1 John provides three tests by which "we know that we have come to know him." John wants his 
"little children" to have an assurance of  their salvation. 1 John 5:13 says, "I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of  the Son of  God, that you may know that you have eternal life." 
John wants believers to have confidence, not shame, at Jesus' coming (vv. 28-29).  

This self-evaluation is a three-step process. First, am I thinking correctly? Do I believe Jesus is God 
incarnate? Did God come and live among us in the likeness of  sinful flesh as Jesus who is the 
Christ? In 1 John 1:1-3, John hammers home this point. He is a witness of  the One who was from 
the beginning. John heard, saw, examined, and touched Eternal Life. Now, John is announcing 
Him, with whom he has fellowship, so that we, too, may have fellowship with the Father and His 
Son. John 1:14 says, "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of  the only Son from the Father, full of  grace and truth."  

The second question to ask ourselves from 1 John is, "Am I living correctly?" Does my belief  that 
Jesus is God affect the way I live? Do I know Him? Am I walking in His light? In verse three John 
says keeping Jesus Christ's commands are evidence of  knowing Him. 1 John 1:6 says, "If  we say we 
have fellowship with him (believe correctly) while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 
the truth." John adds to our insight in chapter two verse four, "Whoever says, 'I know him' but does 
not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him." So, it is possible to deny Jesus is 
the Christ by the way we live. Jesus is to be believed both intellectually and practically.  

The third and last test John provides deals with our attitude. When John speaks of  both an old and 
new commandment, he is referring to Leviticus 19:18 and John 13:34-35. In Leviticus, the LORD 
says, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." In John, Jesus says, "A new commandment I give 
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples (that you know me) if  you have love for one another." 
John says this new command Jesus gave is true of  Him and those who know Him. If  I say I know 
(love) Jesus but hate my brother, I walk in darkness, and the Truth is not in me. Therefore, does my 
belief  that Jesus is God affect the way I live and love? 

John then describes what not to love and why in verses 15-17. Love for the world or the things the 
world offers proves the lack of  the Father's love. Worldliness makes it appeal through the outward 
appearance of  things that are destined to disappear, but the one who knows God and acts 
according to the knowledge of  His will lives forever.  

John concludes this section by reminding his "little children" to abide in Christ. He has used the 
Greek word for abide eleven times in chapter two. He starts by saying in verse six, "Whoever says 
he abides in him ought to walk in the same way he walked." and concludes with, "Little children, 
abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence." Jesus spent most of  John 15 at 
the last supper discussing the need for us to abide in Him. Those who abide in Him, His Word, 
and His love glorify the Father.  

LORD Jesus Christ, I desire to abide in You because in that alone there confidence and assurance. 
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December 4 
2 CHRONICLES 3-4, 1 JOHN 3, NAHUM 2, LUKE 18 

Author - Denise Gambs 

Luke 18:9-14
To some who were confident of  their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus 
told a parable. I love that the parable starts out this way, just to make things really clear in case 
there is any question about who might need to hear this. Who hasn’t been guilty of  this at some 
point in time or another?  

The world tells us that if  we follow all the rules and check all the boxes that we will be worthy. We 
will find ourselves worthy, not like those other lowly people not doing the same. We are maybe 
even thankful that we haven’t hit any speed bumps to put us in the category of  evildoers who 
haven’t seen the inside of  a church in a long time. We go to church every Sunday and we tithe, we 
check all those boxes, and God tells us that this all gets us nowhere with the wrong heart unless we 
humble ourselves and ask for his mercy. "He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'" 

In my mind, you can ask for something without even having humbled yourself. To me, this verse 
sounds like pleading or begging, which I think would be appropriate in this case. God’s mercy is 
worth begging for. Think about the word beg. You can’t really beg unless you have already 
humbled yourself. When was the last time that you begged for something? What do we need to beg 
God for in our lives right now? What is worth begging for?  

From the world's view, what do we think of  those who we see begging on the streets? Have you 
ever thought about humbling yourself  before that person and asking how you can serve them? 
What would Jesus’ view of  your decision be? 

For everyone who exalts himself  will be humbled, and he who humbles himself  will be exalted. 

I have certainly exalted myself  over the years. It’s been my own personal experience that although 
it may be a long time God allows this to continue, the time will come when the world becomes too 
important, or I fail to humble myself, and God will certainly take care of  that for me. He’ll take 
away things of  such importance to us, like ripping duct tape off  your skin, but all this is to bring us 
as children, back into his fatherly embrace. It was at one of  these times that I was compelled to my 
humblest, and as a result, cried out to God, begging for his grace and mercy in a way that I had 
never experienced. What a true blessing He has transformed that experience into for me.  

God, please humble me. Strip away any ideas or idols that encourage me to exalt myself  over 
others. Keep me close and convict me daily if  I move away from You or the decisions You desire 
for me. Thank You for so graciously forgiving me over and over again. I am in wonderment of  
Your teachings that are the opposite of  the world's view. Please show me, over and over again, how 
they are always better than my inclinations. I love that You as a Father always want to bring me in 
close, in Your arms. 
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December 5 
2 Chronicles 5:1-6:11, 1 John 4, Nahum 3, Luke 19

Luke 19
"For the Son of  Man came to seek and to save the lost." (Luke 19:10) 

The story of  Zacchaeus is probably one of  the best-known stories in Jesus’ ministry because it is a 
staple for all children's ministries. Who has not heard of  Zacchaeus, the "wee little man...(who) 
climbed up in a sycamore tree, for the Lord he wanted to see?" This event in the life of  Jesus, and 
the following parable, should be thought-provoking for all professing believers, not just seen as a 
children's story.  

In this short account, we are told a lot about this "wee little man." Since he was a rich, chief  tax 
collector for the Roman empire, he was despised by the Jews. To them, he was not only a traitor to 
the nation of  Israel but also a thief. Just like the blind man in the previous chapter, Zacchaeus was 
determined to see Jesus. Even though Zacchaeus wasn't trying to draw Jesus' attention like the 
blind man, Jesus was definitely looking for him. When Jesus commanded him to come to Him, 
Zacchaeus came and received him joyfully. Jesus verbally accredited the blind man's faith as the 
reason for his healing while his word and action evidenced Zacchaeus' faith. 

Of  his own volition, Zacchaeus announced he would give half  his wealth to the poor, and those he 
had defrauded would be repaid four times what he had stolen. His promise of  restitution exceeded 
what the Law required. In Leviticus 6:1-5, the Law required anyone guilty of  theft to restore 100% 
of  what was stolen plus 20%.  

Zacchaeus' vow elicited this statement from Jesus, "Today salvation has come to this house, since 
he also is a son of  Abraham." Look closely at Zacchaeus' statement. Wouldn't you describe it as a 
confession of  faith, "Behold, Lord," a confession of  sin, "if  I have defrauded anyone," and acts of  
repentance, "I will restore"? Before meeting Jesus, it appears Zacchaeus measured success by the 
accumulation of  financial wealth, but after receiving Jesus joyfully, that standard obviously 
changed. 

An interesting side note: Clement, the bishop of  Alexandria, a second-century apologist for the 
Christian faith, wrote that Zacchaeus remained faithful to the Lord and became the Bishop of  
Caesarea, where Peter made his confession of  faith. 

The parable Jesus told following Zacchaeus' conversion provides us with additional insight into 
how a believer is to use God-given wealth. The story is obviously about a nobleman (Jesus) who 
departs to receive a kingdom after which he will return. Before the departure, he gave his servants 
ten minas. The note in the ESV says this was about three months wages for a laborer. Each servant 
was to "engage in business" until the nobleman returns. The definition for that phrase is to tend to 
business, manage profitably, and put capital to work. So, servants (of  Jesus) are to profitably 
manage the wealth provided because we will one day give an account for its use. From the parable, 
the nobleman desires the faithful use of  his wealth for the benefit of  his kingdom.  

It seems both the account of  Zacchaeus and the parable address two issues. First, is the acceptance 
of  Jesus as Lord. The parable, like the rest of  Luke, makes it evident many will accept Jesus as 
Lord and Savior, but most do not. In both, we see the need to answer the question of  how I will 
handle the wealth God has given me. Will I use my "minas" for Jesus' kingdom and receive great 
reward or will I use it for some other purpose?  

Lord Jesus, I am a blessed man. Thank You for the gift of  Your Spirit so that I may see You as 
God's chosen King. I know that is the greatest blessing of  all. Yet, I also know You have blessed me 
financially. May I be like Zacchaeus and the faithful servants who use this wealth as evidence that 
You truly are my Lord and my desire is for the furtherance of  Your kingdom. Thank You for 
coming to seek and save me. 
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December 6 
2 CHRONICLES 6:12-42, 1 JOHN 5, HABAKKUK 1, LUKE 20

2 Chronicles 6:18
"But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, how 
much less this house that I have built!" 

Will God dwell with man? Isn't that the question of  the ages? As we approach the celebration of  
the first Advent (God dwelling with man), it seems fitting to examine how God Himself  answered 
Solomon's question.  

We are blessed to have the completed Word of  God through which to examine God's answer. In 
Isaiah 7, the LORD promised Ahaz that Syria and Israel would not conquer Judah and extended 
an offered to him: "Ask a sign...let it be deep as Sheol or as high as heaven." (Isaiah 7:10) God told 
Ahaz to ask for anything as a sign that He would keep His promise. When Ahaz refused, the 
LORD promised His own sign, "The virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel." In Matthew 1:21, Joseph is told in a dream by an angel that Mary is carrying a child 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. His name is to be Jesus, "for he will save his people from their sins." 
While saying this birth fulfills the promise of  Isaiah 7, Matthew includes the meaning of  
Immanuel, which is "God with us."  

Scripture's first promise of  Immanuel is in Genesis 3:15. God's pronouncement of  judgment on 
the serpent (Satan) has this veiled promise, "I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." 
The word "offspring" used in the Septuagint (Greek translation of  the Old Testament) is also in 
Galatians 3:16, "Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, 
'And to offsprings,' referring to many, but referring to one, 'And to your offspring,' who is Christ."  

Genesis 3:15, through a cryptic prophecy, points to Immanuel. Hebrews 2:14-15 adds to our 
understanding of  the accomplishment of  Immanuel. "Since therefore the children share in flesh 
and blood, he himself  likewise partook of  the same things, that through death he might destroy the 
one who has the power of  death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of  death 
were subject to lifelong slavery." 1 John 3:8 says simply, "The reason the Son of  God (Immanuel) 
appeared was to destroy the works of  the devil."  

Another prophecy of  Immanuel in Isaiah 9:6-7 provides a fuller description of  the One who will 
fulfill the promise of  Genesis 3:15. "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulders, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. Of  the increase of  his government and of  peace 
there will be no end." This child to be born of  a virgin will be "Mighty God, Everlasting Father."  
  
The answer to Solomon's question is definitely, "Yes, God will dwell with man!" but for followers of  
Immanuel, His promise goes abundantly beyond what Solomon could ask or think. Jesus, in John 
14:16, promises, "I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of  Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you." In Galatians 5:22 Paul goes on to 
say the Spirit of  Immanuel in you will produce love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

My prayer for you and your family as we prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth, who is Himself  each of  
the qualities produced by His Spirit, is, "May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing" during this time of  year. 
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December 7 
2 CHRONICLES 7, 2 JOHN 1, HABAKKUK 2, LUKE 21

Habakkuk 2:3
"This vision is for a future time. It describes the end, and it will be fulfilled. If  it seems slow in coming, wait 
patiently, for it will surely take place. It will not be delayed." (Habakkuk 2:3 NLT) 

It is impossible to read Habakkuk 2 and Luke 21 and not notice the similarities. Habakkuk 2 
prophecies the destruction of  Babylon, while Jesus is referring to both the coming devastation of  
the temple and Jerusalem along with His return in Luke 21. In each of  these situations, destruction 
will come from God, "a righteous judge and a God who feels indignation every day." (Psalm 7:11) 
Just as Babylon and Jerusalem faced a day of  reckoning, so, too, does the world. All kingdoms and 
cultures will fall before the Kingdom of  God and the King of  kings.  

Habakkuk struggled with the fact that the LORD would use the Babylonians to judge Israel. In 
chapter one, violence, iniquity, destruction, strife, and contention surround Habakkuk. He knew 
Israel deserved God’s judgment. In verse six, God says He is raising up the Chaldeans (Babylon) as 
His instrument of  judgment. Habakkuk expresses surprise that the LORD would judge Israel with 
a nation more wicked than the Jews. Jerusalem, in Jesus’ day, could have shown the same dismay 
that God would use Rome to destroy the Temple, Jerusalem, and displace the Jews.  

Reading Habakkuk 1:1-5, I must confess I saw similarities with the United States. I know we, as a 
nation, deserve God's judgment, but would He use a godless country for that purpose? Reading the 
news of  North Korea's last missile launch and hearing the military is now recommending no 
spouses and dependents be in South Korea caused me to stop, think, and pray.  

I don't know what the future holds but I am thankful to know the One who holds the future. In 
both Habakkuk 2 and Luke 21, the One who holds and knows the future gives His children 
instruction for being prepared for difficult times to come. 

Habakkuk 2:4, comparing the proud to the righteous, says, "the righteous shall live by his faith" 
with the inference being the prideful will perish. Verse 14 promises the coming day when the 
"earth will be filled with the knowledge of  the glory of  the LORD as the waters cover the sea." 
Verse 20 adds, "The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him." God is 
telling us to trust Him because everything He promises will happen. His glory will be revealed to 
the world. Nothing has changed. He is in His holy Temple and the day is coming when the earth 
will be silent before Him. Paul says the same thing in Romans 3:19, "So that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God." 

In Luke 21, Jesus gives us additional insight into how to live in troubled times. In verses 16-19, 
Jesus makes a profound statement: believers will be betrayed by those closest to them. Some will be 
killed. They will be hated because of  Him. Yet, He promises not a hair on their head will perish. 
By standing firm in faith, they will gain their lives. Verse 28 says when these things take place, 
stand erect and raise your heads because "your redemption is drawing near." Verse 31 adds, "know 
the kingdom of  God is near." We are to be watchful, awake, and praying that we may have the 
strength to escape all these things that are to take place and stand before the Son of  Man.  

Sovereign LORD Jesus, You alone work all things for Your glory and Your Bride’s good. 
Strengthen Your disciples who are currently going through the terrible times depicted in Habakkuk 
and Luke. Holy Spirit, convict us to pray for our brothers and sisters as they face persecution for 
Your Name. Strengthen us to stand firm in our faith no matter what the future holds. Father, thank 
You for keeping me in Your hand. 

369

http://www.esv.org/2+Chronicles+7,2+John+1-13,Habakkuk+2,Luke+21
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2:3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk+2:3&version=NLT
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21
https://www.esv.org/Psalm+7:11
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+1
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+1:6
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+1:1-5
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2:4
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2:14
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+2:20
https://www.esv.org/Romans+3:19
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21:16-19
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21:28
https://www.esv.org/Luke+21:31


December 8 
2 CHRONICLES 8, 3 JOHN, HABAKKUK 3, LUKE 22

3 John 5-10 
"For they have gone out for the sake of  the name." (3 John 7) 

These two men, Gaius and Diotrephes, remind me of  the parable in Matthew 24:45-51. Jesus 
explained how believers are to live as we wait for His return. In His example, two servants are 
judged by the master upon His return by the way in which they treat their fellow servants. One 
servant is "wise, " and the other is "wicked." The wise servant feeds the other servants while the 
wicked servant, thinking the master would delay His return, began abusing the other servants and 
partying. Jesus says the wise servant will be honored with a position of  responsibility, while the 
"wicked" servant will be cut to pieces and placed with the hypocrites. John praises Gaius and 
promises to deal with Diotrephes. 

Notice in verses three and four, John describes Gaius’ action as "walking in the truth." So, what is 
Gaius doing that qualifies as "walking in the truth"? He is supporting, however possible, those who 
"have gone out for the sake of  the name." Gaius was providing for the traveling evangelists even 
though he did not know them. John describes his action as "worthy of  God." Both Gaius and the 
"strangers" were fulfilling Paul's instruction in Colossians 3:17, "Whatever you do, in word or deed, 
do everything in the name of  the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."  

John says "we ought to support people like these." I know he is referring to Gaius helping the 
traveling evangelist, but it seems this instruction would also apply to supporting Gaius. I often think 
if  someone else is meeting an immediate need everything is okay. It is easy to see the need for the 
"strangers" but fail to see that Gaius may need help also. His efforts to assist may create a hole in 
his life that needs filling. 1 Peter 4:10-11 says, "As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of  God's varied grace...in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ." 

Master, I desire to be a wise servant. Please give me eyes to see beyond the initial need of  those 
who walk in the Truth. May I use the gifts You have given me for the glory of  Your Name.  

Habakkuk 3:17-18 
"Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of  the olive fail and the fields yield no 
food, the flock cut off  from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will take joy in 
the God of  my salvation."  

Every time I read Habakkuk 3:17-18, I think he must be in Hebrews 11. Habakkuk's name is not 
on the list of  the faithful, but with that statement he is deserving. His declaration of  trust comes 
after, "I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound; rottenness enters into my bones; 
my legs tremble beneath me. Yet, I will quietly wait for the day of  trouble to come upon people 
who invade us." Habakkuk knows judgment is coming upon Judah and Babylon, and he trembles 
at the thought, but he will wait quietly no matter what happens rejoicing in the LORD. 

Sovereign LORD, may I exhibit the same trust in You as Your servant Habakkuk. No matter what, 
I will rejoice in the LORD and take joy in the God of  my salvation. 
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December 9 
2 CHRONICLES 9, JUDE 1, ZEPHANIAH 1, LUKE 23

2 Chronicles 9:22-23
"Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of  the earth in riches and in wisdom. And all the kings of  the earth 
sought the presence of  Solomon to hear his wisdom which God had put into his mind." 

Solomon always leaves me with a conundrum. How can some of  Scripture portray him as a 
shadow of  the future Messiah and other passages present an entirely different picture? How can he 
be so wise and make such dumb decisions?  

We first meet Solomon in 2 Samuel 12:24-25, "Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and 
went in to her and lay with her, and she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And the 
Lord loved him and sent a message by Nathan the prophet. So, he called his name Jedidiah, 
because of  the Lord." This birth occurs after the death of  David and Bathsheba's first son (2 
Samuel 12:15-19). His name means peace or peaceful. The Hebrew word for Solomon infers 
wholeness and unity, as in a restored relationship. David names his son as an acknowledgment of  
his thankfulness of  a restored relationship with the LORD. The LORD responded with a name of  
His own for Solomon, Jedidiah, which means "beloved of  the LORD."  

My conundrum comes with passages like 1 Kings 11:4-11. Verse four says, "For when Solomon 
was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the 
Lord his God, as was the heart of  David his father." Even though the LORD appeared to him 
twice, Solomon failed to obey the LORD's instruction in Deuteronomy 7:3-4 where He told the 
Israelites to not intermarry with those in the Promised Land. God said if  they did the sons will 
turn away from following him to serve other gods which would result in the LORD's anger.  

Deuteronomy 17:16 says the king the LORD chooses to rule over Israel is not to acquire many 
horses or return to Egypt for that purpose. Verse seventeen says the king is not to have many wives, 
because his heart will turn away, nor is he to acquire excessive gold or silver. Solomon did all of  
these.  

The meaning of  the word used in 1 Kings 11:4 for "not wholly true" is the opposite of  wholeness 
and unity, the meaning of  Solomon's name. He was no longer at peace with God. Notice in verses 
5-8 all the god's Solomon worshiped because of  his foreign wives. Verse six says, "So Solomon did 
what was evil in the sight of  the Lord and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David his father had 
done." 

In Matthew 12:42, Jesus uses the Queen of  Sheba's visit to Solomon recorded at the beginning of  
2 Chronicles 9, to condemn the Pharisees who rejected Him. "The queen of  the South will rise up 
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends of  the earth to 
hear the wisdom of  Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here." He also says 
the Ninevites will condemn them. We know when the city of  Nineveh heard Jonah's message of  
coming destruction, the entire city repented and God relented from bringing disaster. In 2 
Chronicles 9:8, the Queen says, "Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and set 
you on his throne as king for the Lord your God! Because your God loved Israel and would 
establish them forever, he has made you king over them, that you may execute justice and 
righteousness." Is the Queen's acknowledgment of  the LORD your God, used in the context of  
Matthew 12:42 an indication of  her faith in comparison to the lack of  faith exhibited by the 
Pharisees? 

We are blessed to know Jesus is more excellent than Solomon. Solomon may have been the wisest 
man to live before Jesus, but Jesus is Wisdom. "Because of  him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness, and sanctification and redemption." (1 Corinthians 
1:30) Solomon knew the answer to all of  the Queen's questions (2 Chronicles 9:2) but Jesus is the 
answer - "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me." (John 14:6) 
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All of  my conundrums related to Solomon's standing before God, the Queen of  Sheba, the 
Ninevites, my own, and all others find their answer in the closing prayer of  Jude. 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of  His glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen 
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December 10 
2 Chronicles 10, Revelation 1, Zephaniah 2, Luke 24

Luke 24
"But on the first day of  the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. And they 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of  the Lord 
Jesus." (Luke 24:1-3) 

Hallelujah!! Hallelujah!! Of  course, they didn't find the body of  the Lord Jesus in the tomb. In 
each of  the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), Jesus foretells of  his coming death three 
times with the repetition of  "he will be raised on the third day." In Luke chapter 24, this third day 
is mentioned by "two men...in dazzling apparel" (verse 7), the two men on the road to Emmaus 
(verse 21), and by Jesus himself  (verse 46).  

Can you imagine the roller coaster of  emotion this small group of  Jesus' disciples must have 
experienced? The women, who went to the tomb to finalize the details of  the burial process, were 
perplexed (verse 4), frightened, and humbled (verse 5). However, when reminded of  Jesus' promise 
to "rise on the third day," and the obvious absence of  His body, they faithfully relayed their 
experience to the disciples. The disciples found their story so far-fetched, Scripture records their 
interpretation of  the woman's experience as an unbelievable "idle tale." After further investigation, 
Peter "went home marveling" in verse 12. This Greek word is translated in the ESV as wondered, 
amazed, surprised, and astonished. The two men on the road to Emmaus began their encounter 
with Jesus in sadness (verse 17). When Jesus revealed Himself  to them, they were so excited they 
immediately returned to Jerusalem to tell the others.  

Consider the conversations taking place between this group of  people when Jesus "stood among 
them." Just think of  the range of  emotions which were being expressed. Jesus knew exactly what 
they thought because His first words were "Peace to you!" Yet, they immediately were startled and 
frightened. Notice the change in their response after Jesus made it clear He was not a spirit, as they 
saw Him in the flesh. Verse 40 says "they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling." (This is the 
same Greek word used to express Peter's state of  mind in verse 12.) 

We should not be surprised by the disciple's response. In John 16:16-22, referring to his coming 
death, Jesus foretold of  their forthcoming emotional roller coaster - "Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 
into joy." (John 16:20) He compares their coming emotions to a woman in childbirth whose sorrow 
and anguish is turned to joy at the birth of  her child. In verse 22, He promises, "you have sorrow 
now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you."  

I am thankful that Scripture displays Jesus' follower's vacillation between doubt and joy. Because of  
their varied responses, we are blessed to have these words of  Jesus: "O foolish ones, and slow of  
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!" (Luke 24:25), "Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts arise in your hearts?" (Luke 24:38), and "everything written about me in the Law of  
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Thank God for the additional 
information Luke provided in verse 45, "Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures."  

It is good for me to be reminded of  the fact that everything I know and understand is because my 
mind has been opened to understand the Scriptures. For I, too, am "foolish... slow of  heart to 
believe...troubled... and doubts arise," that everything written about Jesus "must be fulfilled."  

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for being patient and long-suffering for those You came to save. I 
believe...help my unbelief. I want my life to be lived knowing the peace You provide through the 
gift of  Your Spirit. May all those the Father gave You be sanctified by Your Word. 
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December 11 
2 Chronicles 11-12, Revelation 2, Zephaniah 3, John 1

Zephaniah 3:17
"The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 
quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing." 

In the context of  Zephaniah, this verse is almost surprising. Except for a few scattered verses like 
Zephaniah 1:7 where the LORD has consecrated His guests, Zephaniah depicts the severity of  
God's judgment. Chapter one begins with, "'I will utterly sweep away everything from the face of  
the earth, ' declares the LORD. 'I will sweep away man and beast; I will sweep away the birds of  
the heavens and the fish of  the sea, and the rubble of  the wicked. I will cut off  mankind from the 
face of  the earth,' declares the LORD." The phrase "day of  the LORD" is the repeated theme of  
this book. Zephaniah 1:13 describes that day as "A day of  wrath is that day."  

In chapter two, the Lord calls for the people to repent. Verse three says, "Seek the LORD, all you 
humble of  the land, who do his just commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps you 
may be hidden on the day of  the anger of  the LORD." Zephaniah goes on to say the LORD is 
mindful of  the remnant of  the house of  Judah and He will restore their fortunes. Then He 
immediately returns to the judgment of  Moab, the Ammonites, the Cushites, and Assyria.  

Chapter three begins just as chapter two left off. It is sometimes easy to think judgment is God's 
final word, but starting in Zephaniah 3:9 we find that it is not. Grace and love are His last word, 
which is how Zephaniah ends. Verses nine through thirteen of  chapter 3 describe God purifying a 
people for Himself. He will change their speech to call upon His Name and serve Him in unity. 
These people will be the humble and lowly; those who seek refuge in His Name. 

Zephaniah 3:14-16 tells these purified people to sing, rejoice, and exult with all their heart because 
the LORD has taken His judgment away from them. He will dwell among them, so they have 
nothing to fear. Verse 17 says just as the people are to sing, rejoice, and exalt Him, "He will rejoice 
over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing." The 
One who does this is "a mighty one who will save." Isaiah 9:6 describes the Messiah as, "Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace." The "mighty one who will save" is 
the Mighty God of  Isaiah 9:6, it is the same Hebrew word. 

Do you think of  Almighty God, creator of  the universe, Lord of  lords, King of  kings rejoicing over 
you with gladness; singing over you with loud singing? Psalm 32:7 (NIV) says "You are my hiding 
place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with the songs of  deliverance." Isaiah 
62:5 describes His joy like this, "As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God 
rejoice over you." 

Zephaniah 3:17 will always be a precious and personal verse for Carol and me. Years ago, she was 
crying out to Jesus from John 10:26, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me." Carol's request was for Jesus to assure her it was His voice she was following and not her own, 
her parent's, or the devil’s. The Holy Spirit uniquely used this verse to answer that prayer. [I will let 
her tell you the story since it was her gift.]  

Mighty One, who is powerful to save, thank You for calling Your sheep with a voice we can hear. 
We desire to look for the "day of  the LORD" with rejoicing and not fear. Lord Jesus, You have 
already taken our deserved judgment and punishment on the cross. Thank You for paying in full 
our debt. We rejoice and sing to You amazed that You would rejoice and sing over us. 
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December 12 
2 CHRONICLES 13, REVELATION 3, HAGGAI 1, JOHN 2

Revelation 3:21
"The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my 
Father on his throne." 

I believe you could spend a lifetime studying the letters to the seven churches and not plumb the 
depths Scripture provides in these fifty verses. The depths of  the unique names given to Christ 
Jesus in each of  the letters are worth a significant amount of  study time. There is a repeated 
pattern in each of  the seven letters. Each letter begins with a unique description of  Jesus, followed 
by His comments for each church: His praise, His rebuke, His commands, His discipline, and His 
promise. You will notice some churches do not receive comments for each section.  

Each letter concludes with a combination of  "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches" and "The one who conquers." I want to focus on "The one who conquers."  

One of  my favorite descriptions of  the Church is in Romans 8:36-37, "As it is written, 'For your 
sake we are being killed all day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.' No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us." I always smile when I read this 
passage. I hope it is not blasphemous to use the word oxymoron to explain Scripture, but I do not 
know a better word to describe this passage. The Church is regarded as sheep to be slaughtered, 
but instead, we are more than conquerors. I love the idea of  us being "Conquering Sheep." It is 
necessary to add the qualifier "through Him who loved us."  

The Greek word translated as "we are more than conquerors" is hypernikao. The Greek word in 
Revelation for "who conquers" is nikao. As you can see, the same word is used in Romans as is used 
in Revelation with the addition of  the prefix "hyper." The root word means to overcome, prevail, 
and receive the victory. Adding the prefix gives the meaning of  to vanquish beyond and to gain a 
decisive victory. Isn't that what Christ Jesus accomplished?  

The word nikao is used twice in the Gospels. Needless to say, both are about Jesus. In Luke 11, Jesus 
is said to cast out demons through the power of  Beelzebul. In verse 21 Jesus says, "When a strong 
man fully armed (referring to Satan), guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when one 
stronger (referring to Himself) than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in 
which he trusted and divides his spoil." The other usage is in John 16:33, "In the world you will 
have tribulation, but take heart; I have overcome the world." So, Christ has conquered both Satan 
and his kingdom and, in the process, taken believers as His “spoil”. Therefore, as His possession, 
we are to rejoice in the middle of  tribulation because we belong to the Victor. One more verse 
before we return to Revelation. 1 John 5:4-5 says, "For everyone who has been born of  God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that 
overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of  God?" Just as Jesus Christ 
has overcome the world, so too, have those born of  God, those who have the gift of  faith which 
causes us to believe Jesus is the Son of  God. 

I won't list all that is promised to the "one who conquers," but you will enjoy examining these 
promises for yourself  because it will increase your hope and expectation of  Jesus' return. In 
Revelation 12:11, the means of  conquering is "by the blood of  the Lamb and by the word of  their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death." Jesus said it like this in Matthew 10:39, 
"Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it." John 12:25 says, "Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life." 

Lord Jesus, You are the Victorious One. Holy Spirit, please teach me what it means to be a 
conquering sheep through Jesus Christ. My Father and my God, I desire the promises You have 
made to Your children. Thank You for placing me in Christ so that I, too, may have all that is 
meant by eternal life. 
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December 13 
2 CHRONICLES 14-15, REVELATION 4, HAGGAI 2, JOHN 3

Haggai 2:1-9
"I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of  all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says 
the LORD of  hosts." (Haggai 2:7) 

Haggai spoke for the LORD to the Jews after their return to Israel from Babylon. In Ezra 1, Cyrus 
the king of  Persia grants the captive Israelites freedom to return home. In Ezra 1:2-4, Cyrus' stated 
purpose for sending the exiles back to Israel was the rebuilding of  the house of  the LORD. He 
went so far as to say God had charged him with this responsibility. Not only did he encourage the 
Israelites to return and rebuild the Temple, but he also gave them all the instruments of  worship 
which the Babylonians had removed from Solomon's temple. 

The LORD, speaking through Haggai in chapter one, confronts the people for not rebuilding the 
Temple. They had built houses for themselves, but the Temple was in ruins. Because of  their 
disobedience, God had brought poverty upon them even though they had exerted much effort to 
get out of  that position. In chapter two, the Temple is rebuilt, but it appeared insignificant in 
comparison to Solomon's. In verse three, the LORD asks, "Who is left among you who saw this 
house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes?" Ezra 3:11 
says, "Many...old men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice...though many shouted 
aloud with joy...the people could not distinguish...the joyful shout...from the people's weeping." 
Those who had seen the splendor of  Solomon's Temple wept because of  the lost glory in the 
second Temple. Then, the LORD made a promise, "I will shake the heavens...sea...dry land...the 
treasures of  all nations shall come...I will fill this house with glory...The latter glory of  this house 
shall be greater than the former...In this place I will give peace." (Haggai 2:6-9)  

God's promise of  the coming greater glory of  His Temple has caused much thought and 
discussion. Ezekiel 40-43 provides a vision of  a Temple that has yet to be built. Chapter 43 
describes the glory of  the LORD filling this Temple. In verse seven, He describes this Temple as 
the "place of  my throne and the place of  the soles of  my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of  the 
people of  Israel forever." 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 speaks of  a Temple in which the "man of  
lawlessness...the son of  destruction" takes a seat in the Temple of  God, proclaiming himself  to be 
God.  

In John 2:18-22, the Jews ask Jesus for a sign to prove His authority for clearing out the Temple. 
He says, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews thought He was 
referring to Herod's Temple (which was a renovation and addition to the Temple built by the 
Israelites who returned from Babylon), but we know He was speaking of  His body.  

Ephesians 2:19-22 explains another Temple that the LORD is building. Paul, describing believers, 
says, "You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of  the household of  God, built on the foundation of  the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself  being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit." This Temple is currently being built with "living stones" according to 1 Peter 
2:4. Peter says Jesus is not only the cornerstone of  this building but a "living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of  God chosen and precious.” With Him, believers are being built up as a spiritual 
house (temple).  

With President Trump's acknowledgment of  Jerusalem as the capital of  Israel, you will find a 
discussion on the internet of  the possibility of  a "third" Temple being built. I enjoy discussing the 
history of  the Temple, discussing the possibility of  a future Temple, and especially the one 
currently being built, since I am a small rough stone used in the construction, but the temple I am 
most concerned about is the one found in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT), "Don’t you realize that 
your body is the temple of  the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do 
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not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So, you must honor God with your 
body."  

Discussing these physical temples suddenly seems minor in comparison to my responsibility for the 
temple God has made me. I house the Spirit of  the Living God within me!! I am not my own 
because Jesus paid a high price for me. Therefore, He has the right to expect me to honor His 
Father and my Father in the body He created. 

Holy Father, forgive me for treating my life as if  it were my own, taking my physical existence for 
granted. Holy Spirit, I don't want to live my life just going about my business as if  on autopilot. I 
surrender myself  anew today for You to guide and direct so that I may bring glory to my God 
through my body. Thank You, Jesus, for submitting Your body as the perfect sacrifice so that my 
body would be a dwelling place for Your Spirit. 
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December 14 
2 Chronicles 16, Revelation 5, Zechariah 1, John 4 

Revelation 5
"Look, the Lion of  the tribe of  Judah, the heir to David’s throne, has won the victory. He is worthy to open the scroll 
and its seven seals.” (Revelation 5:5 NLT) 

I must admit there is much in the book of  Revelation that I struggle to understand, but chapter 
five, even though I am sure I miss much of  its depth, stirs my soul as I read and ponder its 
significance. I know rejoicing and thankfulness should be my ultimate response when reading and 
studying the Bible but in some passages like Revelation 5, that response is immediate. Lord Jesus 
Christ, You alone are worthy to open the scroll of  heaven. You are worthy of  all worship. I praise 
Your Holy Name, Lion of  the tribe of  Judah.  

In Genesis 49 Jacob blesses each of  his twelve sons. Genesis 49:9-12 provides his blessing to his son 
Judah. In verses 9-10 (NLT) Judah is described as "my son is a young lion that has finished eating 
its prey. Like a lion he crouches and lies down; like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The scepter 
will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff  from his descendants, until the coming of  the one 
to whom it belongs, the one whom all nations will honor."  

The ultimate One to whom the "scepter will not depart" is also the "root of  David." At the 
announcement of  Jesus' coming birth in Luke 1:32 Gabriel said, "He will be great and will be 
called the Son of  the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of  his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of  Jacob forever, and of  his kingdom there will be no end.”  
In 1 Timothy 3:16, Paul says, "Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of  godliness." Revelation 5 
is an example of  that statement. John is told the One who won the victory as the Lion of  the tribe 
of  Judah, the root of  David, is a king and ruler. Yet, what John saw was a "Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain." This ruler who was promised in Jacob's blessing, the One who Gabriel 
declared would reign forever, is a slain Lamb. Great indeed is the mystery of  godliness!  

Who but a sovereign, good, and just God would ever predetermine such a plan to restore His fallen 
creation? Who but the One who is both just and the justifier would go to such extremes to prove 
Himself  worthy of  all honor, glory, and praise? When we include the fact that this was done for an 
unworthy people who would be made a "kingdom and priest to our God," who shall reign on the 
earth, Lord Jesus You deserve our worship and praise! We raise our voices with the heavenly host 
"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!”  

Revelation 5 is proof  that sound theology (our understanding of  God) always leads to doxology 
(our praise of  God).  

"To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 
forever and ever!"  

Father and Son, all praise is Yours. Hallelujah to Your marvelous, matchless Name. 
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December 15 
2 Chronicles 17, Revelation 6, Zechariah 2, John 5 

John 5:45-47
"Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your 
hope. For if  you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of  me. But if  you do not believe his writings, 
how will you believe my words?" 

The Jews to whom Jesus was speaking refused to believe Him. Very early in this conversation (verse 
24) Jesus explicitly said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life." 
Those who hear the Words of  the Son and believe the Father who sent Him will not be 
condemned for their sins but will have eternal life. They not only did not believe Jesus, but they 
also judged Him for healing a paralyzed man on the Sabbath and making Himself  equal to God.  

Verse 24 is part of  a detailed explanation Jesus gives the Jews to help them understand He is the 
judge and not them. In verse 22, He tells them the Father has given Him "all judgment." In verse 
27, He adds the fact that this authority is given to Him because He is the Son of  Man and His 
judgment is just because He is carrying out the Father's will, not His own. Even though Jesus has 
the authority to judge, He will not be their accuser. In verse 45 they are told, "Do not think that I 
will accuse you to the Father. There is one accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope." 
The Jews had placed their hope of  being right before God based upon the Law of  Moses. 

The Jews had already rejected three witnesses proving Jesus to be the Son: John the Baptist, the 
works Jesus performed, and the Father. Now Jesus adds Moses' name to the list of  witnesses, but 
the Jews refused to believe any of  them.  

In Deuteronomy 18:16-19, Moses tells Israel the LORD will raise up a prophet to whom they must 
listen. This prophet will provide all of  God's instruction, and God Himself  will judge anyone who 
refuses to listen to Him. In John 8:28 Jesus says, "I do nothing on my own authority but speak just 
as the Father taught me." In John 12:49, He adds, "for I have not spoken on my own authority, but 
the Father who sent me has given me a command—what to say and what to speak." 

John 5:45 helps us understand, even with all the evidence, why the Jews refused to see Jesus for 
who He was. Jesus says they had misplaced their hope. Instead of  hoping in God, they placed their 
hope, faith, and confidence in Moses.  

We are blessed to live this side of  the death and resurrection of  Jesus. We are blessed to know our 
hope is only in the risen Savior. In Romans 5:2, Paul describes our hope like this, "Through him 
(Jesus) we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of  the glory of  God." I like Peter's praise: "Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead." (1 Peter 1:3) 

My prayer is that we believe in and have our hope in Christ alone. May the God of  hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of  the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
hope. 
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December 16 
2 Chronicles 18, Revelation 7, Zechariah 3, John 6

Zechariah 3
"Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments." (Zechariah 3:4) 

Zechariah was a prophet of  the LORD in Israel after the nation returned from seventy years of  
captivity in Babylon. Chapter three contains a vision given to Zechariah of  the LORD forgiving 
the sin of  Israel by restoring the high priest Joshua. Joshua (Jeshua) is mentioned in Ezra 3 as the 
priest who built the altar to the God of  Israel. 

According to Deuteronomy 10:8, the LORD set apart the Levites to carry the ark of  the covenant 
and to "stand before the LORD to minister to him and to bless in his name." It is appropriate for 
Joshua as the high priest to be standing before the angel of  the LORD. However, Joshua's clothing, 
described as filthy garments (verse 3), was not appropriate attire for the one who stood before God. 
Exodus 28-29 describes, in elaborate detail, what the LORD required before a priest could 
minister before Him. It was necessary for both the man and his garments to be consecrated as a 
sign of  purity before they could stand before a holy God. Since Joshua's clothing did not fulfill that 
requirement, Satan, the accuser (Revelation 12:10), stood ready to condemn Joshua, but the 
LORD rebuked him, "The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke you!" Then Joshua's filthy clothing was replaced with "pure vestments" as evidence of  his 
iniquity being removed.  

Isn't that a magnificent portrayal of  Romans 8? "There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus...If  God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of  God, who 
indeed is interceding for us." 

After restoring Joshua, the LORD of  hosts charged him to "walk in my ways" so that he may rule 
in the LORD's house and have the right of  access. By living in this way, Joshua and his friends 
would be a sign of  God's servant, the Branch, who would remove the iniquity of  the land in a 
single day. The LORD of  hosts describes that day as a time of  peace. Scripture used the same 
language in 1 Kings 4:25 to describe Solomon's reign - "Judah and Israel lived in safety, from Dan 
even to Beersheba, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, all the days of  Solomon." 

Doesn't Paul's explanation of  justification in Romans 5:1-2 describe the same thing? "Therefore, 
since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of  the glory of  God."  

Isaiah 61:10 says, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 
clothed me with the garments of  salvation; he has covered me with the robe of  righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself  like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself  
with her jewels." All those who Peter describes as "elect exiles, a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his (God) own possession" have, like Joshua, received this precious 
garment of  salvation, this robe of  righteousness.  

LORD Jesus, thank You for removing my filthy garments; for taking away my iniquity. In You 
alone am I clothed in righteousness and salvation. This is possible only through Your grace. 
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December 17 
2 Chronicles 19-20, Revelation 8, Zechariah 4, John 7

2 Chronicles 20:15-17
At the beginning of  chapter 20, Israel is informed that a "great multitude" is coming prepared for 
war. In fear, Jehoshaphat determines to seek the face of  God by proclaiming a fast and calling for a 
national assembly to seek God's help. Jehoshaphat led the people in prayer remembering who they 
served, who ruled the nations, and who brought them into the land. He calls attention to God's 
promise to hear and save when His people cry out before the house that bore His Name. 
Jehoshaphat also reminded God that He had kept Israel from attacking the nations that were 
coming to destroy Judah. The conclusion of  his prayer was, "We are powerless...we do not know 
what to do...our eyes are on you."  

The LORD’s response to their prayer was, "Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great 
horde, for the battle is not yours but God’s. Tomorrow go down against them...You will not need to 
fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of  the LORD on your 
behalf.'"  

I wish I had remembered this biblical event a few weeks ago when I was teaching Ephesians 
6:10-20. Just as the LORD commanded Judah to “stand firm” in the coming battle, so does Paul 
as he prepares believers for spiritual warfare. Three separate times believers are instructed to 
stand just as the LORD commanded Judah. In verse eleven, believers are to put on the whole 
armor of  God so that we may be able to stand against the schemes of  the devil. Verse thirteen 
tells us to withstand the evil day by taking up the whole armor of  God so that we may stand firm. 
The last time believers are told to stand, Paul, makes it a command "Stand therefore." 

In both 2 Chronicles 20 and Ephesians 6, prayer is an integral part of  the preparation for the 
coming war. Paul instructs believers to be "praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication…keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints."  

I think Jehoshaphat's final statement would be a fitting conclusion for virtually every prayer I pray, 
"I am powerless; I do not know what to do; my eyes are on you." 

I am so thankful Scripture makes the same point in so many ways. A fundamental principle of  
Bible study is that Scripture itself  provides the best commentary. We should not be surprised to 
find the Bible repetitive.  

In Zechariah 4, the LORD makes a similar point to Zerubbabel that Scripture made in 2 
Chronicles 20 and Ephesians 6. Zechariah 4:7 says, "It is not by force nor by strength, but by my 
Spirit, says the LORD of  hosts." This statement was the LORD's promise to Zerubbabel 
concerning the rebuilding of  the Temple. 

In Ezra, the exiles, who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon, struggled to rebuild the Temple. The 
Israelites were able to lay the foundation of  the Temple, but their enemies delayed the final 
construction for several years. In Zechariah 4:8 God said, "The hands of  Zerubbabel have laid the 
foundation of  this house; his hands shall also complete it." That is precisely what happened.  

LORD of  host, Almighty God, forgive me for attempting to accomplish Your work in my strength. 
Intellectually I know it is not my strength or power but Yours. I am both prideful and forgetful. 
Thank You for the faithful reminder it is in You alone that I can stand not in my strength but 
Yours.  

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of  his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
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December 18 
2 CHRONICLES 21, REVELATION 9, ZECHARIAH 5, JOHN 8

2 Chronicles 21:7
"Yet the Lord was not willing to destroy the house of  David, because of  the covenant that he had made with David, 
and since he had promised to give a lamp to him and to his sons forever."  

While reading this verse, two things caught my attention. First, how committed is the LORD to 
His Word (promise)? Second, God's promise to David was a lamp. I thought God promised him a 
kingdom that would last forever, not an eternal lamp.  

Jehoram was a vile, evil king. To ensure his kingdom, he killed his brothers and anyone else who 
was a potential threat. He married a daughter of  Ahab, one of  Israel's worst kings. Verse 20 (NLT) 
provides the summary of  his life, "No one was sorry when he died." Jehoram was not the only king 
of  Judah who deserved that epitaph. Despite Jehoram's sins, God made an unconditional covenant 
with David in 1 Chronicles 17:14, "I will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and 
his throne shall be established forever." Therefore, He would not destroy David's lineage of  kings 
who would sit on the throne of  Israel, even those like Jehoram. 

In John 8, Jesus says His Word is equivalent to the Truth. In John 8:31-55, Jesus uses the phrase 
"my word" five times. In verse 55, He says it is not only "my word" but my Father's Word. In this 
passage, Jesus compares His and the Father's Word to the devil's. "There is no truth in him. When 
he lies, he speaks out of  his own character." (John 8:44) Just as it is the devil's character to lie, God's 
nature is the truth. Not only is His Word true, but He is Truth. Therefore, when He promises 
David a Son who will sit on his throne forever, you can be sure that is precisely what happens.  

Not only did the LORD pledge to establish a kingdom and throne, but He also promised David a 
"lamp to him and his sons forever." This specific promise is found only four times in Scripture. The 
statement is made twice about Jehoram's reign, both here and in 2 Kings 8:19. 1 Kings 11:36 and 
15:4 promises two other times an eternal lamp to David. These events are related to Rehoboam 
and his son Abijam; both are kings of  Judah who did not walk in the ways of  the LORD.  

Even though this specific promise is made only four times, Psalm 132:17-18 says the same thing - 
"There I will make a horn to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp for my anointed. His 
enemies I will clothe with shame, but on him his crown will shine." Psalm 112:4 says, "Light dawns 
in the darkness for the upright; he is gracious, merciful, and righteous." For the righteous of  Judah 
during those dark periods of  kings like Rehoboam, Abijam, and Jehoram there was the promise 
(Truth) of  the LORD of  a coming Lamp who would dawn because He is gracious and merciful. 
Jesus is claiming to be the Lamp in John 8:12, "I am the light of  the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of  life."  

In John 5:30-36, Jesus says His testimony/witness about Himself  is true. John the Baptist also 
testified to this truth. In verses 34-36 Jesus says, "I say these things so that you may be saved. He 
was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But the 
testimony I have is greater than that of  John." The Jews were willing to rejoice for a while in the 
light of  both John and Jesus, but only those who know the Father and the Son celebrate in the 
Lamp that shines forever. 

2 Peter 1:19 also links God's Word to His Light, "We have the prophetic word more fully 
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts." Those for whom the morning star rises look 
forward to a city which needs no sun or moon because "the glory of  God gives it light, and its 
lamp is the Lamb." (Revelation 21:23) Revelation 22:5 adds, "The night will be no more. They will 
need no light of  lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and 
ever." 
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Light of  God and Lamb of  God, I praise Your Holy Name. May my life reflect Your Light and 
Truth! Holy Spirit, please shine the Light of  Truth in the dark places of  my life so that no lie 
flourishes in me. 
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December 19 
2 CHRONICLES 22-23, REVELATION 10, ZECHARIAH 6, JOHN 9

John 9
The comparison between the man born blind and the Pharisees in chapter nine is enlightening. 
First, let's examine the man's statements about Jesus. John 9:11, "The man called Jesus made 
mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' So, I went and washed and 
received my sight." John 9:17, "He is a prophet." John 9:25, "Whether he is a sinner I do not 
know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see." John 9:30-33, "He opened my 
eyes...God does not listen to sinners but if  anyone is a worshiper of  God and does his will, God 
listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of  a 
man born blind. If  this man were not from God, he could do nothing." John 9:38, "'Lord, 
I believe,' and he worshiped him."  

These are the Pharisee's comments about Jesus: John 9:16, "This man is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath." John 9:24, "We know this man is a sinner." John 9:29, "As for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from." The Pharisee's refused to see Jesus as anything 
other than a man, and a sinful man at that from who knows where.  

The man born blind's original description of  Jesus was merely the "man called Jesus" but quickly 
proclaimed Him to be a prophet because of  the miracle. When confronted by the Pharisees 
statement that Jesus was a sinner, the man born blind responded with I don't know about him 
being a sinner. All I know is I was blind until I met Him and now I see. As the Pharisees continued 
to confront him the man, having thought about the situation, said this man couldn't be a sinner 
because God listens to those who worship and do His will. Since there has never been a person 
born blind who received his sight, this man must be from God. When Jesus came to the man after 
his inquisition by the Pharisees, He told the man born blind He was the "Son of  Man" and asked 
him if  he believes that fact. The man declared "Lord, I believe" and worshipped Jesus.  

Both the Pharisees and man born blind began by perceiving Jesus to be just a man. With the same 
evidence, two completely different opinions were reached. The Pharisees knew this man called 
Jesus was not from God and a sinner, while the man born blind concluded that Jesus was worthy of  
worship because He was from God. 

Using the disciple's question concerning whose sin caused this man to be blind, Jesus displayed 
Himself  to be the light of  the world by removing the darkness for one man and revealing the 
darkness in others. John 3:19 (NLT) describes that as the inevitable result of  Jesus coming - 
"Judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness 
more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near 
it for fear their sins will be exposed. But those who do what is right come to the light so others can 
see that they are doing what God wants." The Pharisees willfully refused to see by rejecting the 
light of  Jesus. However, the man born blind responded in obedience to the light of  Jesus. That is 
why Jesus responded to the Pharisees question, "Are we also blind?" with, "Now that you say, "We 
see, your guilt remains." The Pharisees thought they saw fine without any help from Jesus. They 
needed nothing He had to offer while the man born blind realized both his physical sight and 
spiritual sight came from the light only Jesus provided. 

Lord Jesus, thank You for coming to give sight to the blind because I was blind until You caused 
me to see. Holy Spirit, please open my eyes to see those areas of  my life to which I willfully am 
blind. I want to walk in the light. 
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December 20 
2 CHRONICLES 24, REVELATION 11, ZECHARIAH 7, JOHN 10

2 Chronicles 24 
Reading this chapter depresses me. How could Joash begin so well to end in such infamy? How 
could he so quickly forget Jehoiada, his protector, and mentor? How could he have Zechariah 
stoned?  

Joash and Jehoiada's lives are summarized in 2 Chronicles 24:16 and 25. Verse sixteen succinctly 
sums up Jehoiada as, "They buried him in the city of  David among the kings, because he had done 
good in Israel, and toward God and his house." While verse twenty-five concludes Joash's life with 
"They buried him in the city of  David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of  the kings."  

May I be remembered as Jehoiada, as one who finished the race of  life well. A few years ago, I 
found a poem by Robertson McQuilken that says it better than I ever could. This poem is my 
prayer.  

Let Me Get Home Before Dark 
It’s sundown, Lord. 
The shadows of  my life stretch back 
into the dimness of  the years long spent. 
I fear not death, for that grim foe betrays 
himself  at last, 
thrusting me forever into life: 

Life with You, unsoiled and free. 
But I do fear. 
I fear the Dark Spectre may come too soon 
– or do I mean, too late? 
That I should end before I finish or 
finish, but not well. 
That I should stain Your honor, shame Your 
name, 
grieve Your loving heart. 

Few, they tell me, finish well . . . 
Lord, let me get home before dark. 

The darkness of  a spirit 
grown mean and small, 
fruit shriveled on the vine, 
bitter to the taste of  my companions, 
burden to be borne by those brave few 
who love me still. 

No, Lord. Let the fruit grow lush and sweet, 
A joy to all who taste; 
Spirit-sign of  God at work, 
stronger, fuller, brighter at the end. 
Lord, let me get home before dark. 

The darkness of  tattered gifts, 
rust-locked, half-spent or ill-spent, 
A life that once was used of  God 
now set aside. 
Grief  for glories gone or 
Fretting for a task God never gave. 
Mourning in the hollow chambers of  memory. 
Gazing on the faded banners of  victories long 
gone. 
Cannot I run well unto the end? 
Lord, let me get home before dark. 

The outer me decays – 
I do not fret or ask reprieve. 
The ebbing strength but weans me from 
mother earth 
and grows me up for heaven. 
I do not cling to shadows cast by immortality. 
I do not patch the scaffold lent to build the real, 
eternal me. 
I do not clutch about me my cocoon, 
vainly struggling to hold hostage 
a free spirit pressing to be born. 

But will I reach the gate 
in lingering pain, body distorted, grotesque? Or 
will it be a mind 
wandering untethered among light fantasies or 
grim terrors? 

Of  Your grace, Father, I humbly ask. . . 
Let me get home before dark. 
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December 21 
2 CHRONICLES 25, REVELATION 12, ZECHARIAH 8, JOHN 11

John 11:21-27
"Lord, if  you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 
God will give you." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day." (John 11:21-24) 

Martha probably knew that Jesus raised the widow from Nain's son (Luke 7:11-15) and Jairus' 
daughter (Luke 8:40-55) from the dead, but in those two instances Jesus was present shortly after 
their death. Lazarus had been dead for four days. This length of  time is significant because Jewish 
thought was that the soul could revisit the body for a few days after death. Martha thought if  Jesus 
had been close at hand Lazarus would not be dead, but now there was no hope. By Jesus waiting to 
go to Bethany, there would be no doubt that Lazarus' resurrection was a miracle.  

Unlike the Sadducees in Mark 12:18, Martha's eschatology was correct because she believed in the 
resurrection of  the dead, yet, she had no hope of  resurrection until the last day. The Old 
Testament promises God will raise the dead. Hosea 13:14 says, "I shall ransom them from the 
power of  Sheol; I shall redeem them from Death. O Death, where are your plagues? O Sheol, 
where is your sting?" "Many of  those who sleep in the dust of  the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." (Daniel 12:2) Jesus made the same 
promise in John 5:27-28, "He has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son 
of  Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of  life, and those who have 
done evil to the resurrection of  judgment." 

Martha also understood Jesus' promise of  the last day. In John 6, Jesus describes Himself  as the 
Bread of  Life. He explains why people should desire Him more than the manna their forefathers 
ate in the wilderness. Those who believe Him, all that the Father gave Him, are secure because 
Jesus will raise them up on the last day. In verses 39-40 He says, "This is the will of  him who sent 
me, that I should lose nothing of  all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is 
the will of  my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day." 

Martha's doctrine of  the "last day" was right, and she understood the resurrection to be the final 
act of  God's salvation. Even though she properly understood those two important facts, she still 
missed Jesus in the present. Jesus corrected her thinking by saying, "I am the resurrection and the 
life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me shall never die. Do you believe this?" Jesus' statement and question forced Martha to focus her 
attention on Him, not her future hope. Psalm 46:1 (NIV) says, "God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble." Psalm 142:5 adds to our insight, "I cry to you, O LORD; I say, "You 
are my refuge, my portion in the land of  the living."  

I must confess at times to being like Martha. My doctrine may be correct, but I perceive it to be a 
future hope rather than to see Jesus as my ever-present help, my refuge in the land of  the living.  

Lord Jesus, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of  God. You are not only the Bread of  Life; 
You are the Resurrection and the Life. In You and You alone there is abundant Life. Not just some 
future hope and promise, but today, at this moment and every one to follow until You come again 
in glory. Holy Spirit, please always remind me of  that fact. 
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December 22 
2 Chronicles 26, Revelation 13, Zechariah 9, John 12 

John 12:15
"Fear not, daughter of  Zion; behold, your king is coming sitting on a donkey's colt!" 
  
It is impossible to read the four passages for today without noticing the juxtaposition of  pride and 
humility. In both 2 Chronicles and Revelation, Scripture provides us with examples of  rulers who 
are full of  themselves. Uzziah began his reign by doing what was right in the eyes of  the LORD, 
but his God-given success birthed his pride which caused him to assume the role God had given 
only to the priest. In Revelation 13, the beasts, who were given the authority of  the dragon (Satan), 
blaspheme God, His Name, and His dwelling. Isaiah 14:12-15 depicts the pride of  Satan with the 
repeated phrase, "I will ascend to heaven...set my throne on high...make myself  like the Most 
High."  

In contrast, John 12:15, quoting Zechariah 9:9, presents Jesus as a king who comes riding not just 
on a donkey but on a donkey's colt. Zechariah 9:9 further describes this king Jesus as "righteous 
and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of  a donkey."  

When I read about Uzziah, my mind always goes to Isaiah 6. In the year Uzziah died, the LORD 
called Isaiah as His prophet to Judah. Part of  God's affirmation of  Isaiah as a prophet was 
allowing him to view the throne room of  heaven where the eternal King reigns. He saw the LORD 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, with angelic beings around the throne. Isaiah was 
privileged to see the King of  kings in His glory.  

Created beings, whether angel or human, may be "allowed to exercise authority," for a season 
(Revelation 13:5) but their rule is always limited. Colossians 1:16 provides the reason for their 
limitation, "For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him." Jesus adds to our understanding in Matthew 28:18 when He says, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me."  

So, when Uzziah pridefully chose not to stay within the limits of  his God-given authority, just like 
the angels in Jude 6, he was judged. The beast will have authority for forty-two months, however, 
Revelation 20:8 describes their final judgment, "the devil who had deceived them was thrown into 
the lake of  fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever." 

Authority rode into Jerusalem on a donkey's colt. Without all the visible signs of  power, like Uzziah 
or the beast and the dragon, this humble King came with righteousness and salvation. The One 
Isaiah saw "high and lifted up" road into Jerusalem knowing what lay at the end of  that week. 
"Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour." (John 12:27) 

The people on the road to Jerusalem celebrated because they thought they knew Jesus and the 
reason for His coming. Their view of  King Jesus was not the same as Isaiah's. I fear I am more like 
them than I care to admit. I know Jesus and the reason He came to earth, but at times I lose sight 
of  His glory, majesty, and honor. Around Christmas, I see Jesus as the baby in a manger, thankfully 
knowing He came with salvation through the cross. Yet, I fail to fill my mind with the heavenly 
prospective Isaiah was blessed to see. 

King Jesus, You and Your kingdom are so vastly different from the rulers of  this world and their 
spheres of  influence. Forgive me for patterning my life after those whose authority and power is so 
often prideful. Holy Spirit, continue to teach me the humility of  the One who emptied Himself  by 
taking the form of  a slave. I desire always to see and make Him known as the One who is high and 
lifted up. 
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December 23 
2 CHRONICLES 27-28, REVELATION 14, ZECHARIAH 10, JOHN 13

Revelation 14:6 
"Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to 
every nation and tribe and language and people." 

This passage is the only time Scripture describes the gospel as eternal. The New Testament does 
describe much as eternal, for example: life, fire, punishment, dwellings, God, weight, comfort, 
dominion, glory, salvation, judgment, redemption, inheritance, and kingdom. Eternal life is the 
most common usage, but the first use of  eternal is a warning against sin in Matthew 18:8-9. "If  
your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off  and throw it away. It is better for you to enter 
life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if  your 
eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye 
than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of  fire." Jesus instructs us to view the consequences of  
sin as so horrible it would be better to enter eternal life physically maimed than receive eternal 
destruction physically whole. The use of  eternal to describe fire, punishment, and destruction are 
its second most common use. 

The following verse (Revelation 14:7), says "And he said with a loud voice, 'Fear God and give him 
glory, because the hour of  his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, 
the sea and the springs of  water.'" Just as we see everywhere in Scripture, the Gospel of  forgiveness 
and salvation from God through Jesus the Messiah is Good News because without it man faces the 
just judgment and wrath of  God. Therefore, we are to fear, glorify, and worship Him because of  
who He is and what He does. Do we diminish the value of  the Gospel by not presenting the 
fullness of  God's love and wrath? Do unbelievers not understand eternal salvation because we do 
not present eternal destruction?  

Holy God and Father, eternity is Yours. You alone are capable of  being a just judge. Jesus, thank 
You for coming into the world not to judge but to save. Holy Spirit, please prompt and encourage 
us to proclaim the complete eternal Good News.  

Zechariah 10:4 
"From him shall come the cornerstone, from him the tent peg, from him the battle bow, from him every ruler—all of  
them together." 

This promise fascinates me. Look at what comes from the LORD: the cornerstone, the tent peg, 
the battle bow, and every ruler. I know about the cornerstone from much of  Scripture but uniquely 
in Isaiah 28:16, "I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a 
precious cornerstone, of  a sure foundation." I also know about the battle bow and every ruler. 
Since God is the defender of  His children, the battle bow as a weapon is an appropriate depiction 
of  Him. 2 Chronicles 20:15-17 says, "The battle is not yours but God's...you will not need to fight 
in this battle. Stand firm, hold your positions, and see the salvation of  the LORD on your behalf." 
I know in Jesus, the cornerstone, the battle is already won. He also provides every ruler. Romans 
13:1 says, "There is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God." I also know each authority raised up by God is under the rule of  the authority, the King of  
kings, but what about the tent peg? Why is it essential for me to know He provides the tent peg? In 
Ezra 9:7, the Hebrew word for tent peg is translated as "secure hold." "But now for a brief  
moment favor has been shown by the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant and to give us a 
secure hold within his holy place." The remnant has a "tent peg" within His holy place. Doesn't 
that remind you of  Hebrews 6:19, "We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of  the soul, a hope 
that enters into the inner place behind the curtain." He is our secure place whether as a firm 
foundation, our defender, our righteous ruler, or the tent peg that holds us secure in His holy place. 

Father, forgive me for looking for security in anything or anyone but You. Thank You for knowing 
what I need before I ask. I pray for my soul to be settled and at peace in the security of  Your hand. 
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December 24 
2 CHRONICLES 29, REVELATION 15, ZECHARIAH 11, JOHN 14

2 Chronicles 29:36 
"And Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because God had provided for the people, for the thing came about 
suddenly." 

2 Chronicles 29 encourages my soul. At the age of  twenty-five, Hezekiah decided to change the 
nation of  Israel. His father, Ahaz, had led Judah away from the LORD. In verses six through nine, 
Hezekiah summarizes that history. He describes the people as unfaithful because they turned their 
backs to the LORD. The Temple was abandoned, and there was no offering of  incense or burnt 
offerings in the Holy Place. Because of  the people's rejection, the LORD's wrath came against 
them. They became an object of  horror as the men were killed and their families were taken into 
captivity.  

The steps Hezekiah took to restore the proper worship of  the LORD are instructive for those who 
love God in all generations. Notice in verse ten Hezekiah's first action: "Now it is in my heart to 
make a covenant with the LORD, the God of  Israel, so that his fierce anger may turn away from 
us." The heart is always the place true repentance begins. Hezekiah did more than just hope things 
would change; he made a promise to the LORD to do his part to correct what was wrong.  

2 Chronicles 28:24 says Ahaz not only closed the doors but destroyed the instruments of  worship 
God instructed Moses to make. Because of  this, after Hezekiah committed himself  to do God's 
will, he approached those the LORD had uniquely set apart for His service. He challenged and 
encouraged the Levites to purify themselves and the Temple as their proper act of  worship. In a 
short time, they cleaned and restored all the damage Ahaz had done to the Temple.  

With the Temple restored, Hezekiah and the leaders of  Jerusalem brought sacrifices to offer to the 
LORD by rejoicing with music and singing. After the initial sacrifice and worship, Hezekiah 
invited the people to offer burnt offerings, thank offerings, peace offerings, and liquid offerings to 
the LORD. The priests were unprepared for the magnitude of  the people's response. They had not 
expected the people to have such a willing heart to worship the LORD. Because of  the priest's lack 
of  faith, the Levites, the laborers of  the Temple, had to perform much of  the sacrifice that day. 
Verse 36 explains the people's response - "And Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because God 
had provided for the people, for the thing came about suddenly." The Hebrew word translated as 
"provided" is used two other times in chapter 29. In verse 19, it is "we have been made ready." In 
verse 35, it is "was restored." The people responded with enthusiasm and rejoicing because God 
had "made them ready," and He had "restored" a willing heart. Because it was The LORD's 
doing, all of  this "came about suddenly." When the LORD's people covenant in their heart to do 
His will, He will accomplish His purpose with seeming ease and speed.  

While writing, I thought of  two verses that encourage me to follow Hezekiah's pattern. 2 
Corinthians 7:1 says, "Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of  body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of  God." We, as disciples 
of  Christ Jesus, are to have that willing heart because of  what He did. Ephesians 5:25-26 says it 
like this, "Christ loved the church and gave himself  up for her, that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of  water with the word, so that he might present the church to 
himself  in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish." 

Lord Jesus, thank You for the "new" heart that desires Your will. Please forgive me for wishing 
rather than acting upon Your will for Your Church and myself. Since, through Your Spirit, we are 
cleansed by the washing of  Your Word, please stir within us the desire to cleanse ourselves as we 
pursue holiness that ultimately only You provide. 

I hope and pray you and yours have a very Merry Christmas as we celebrate the birth of  our Lord 
and Savior Christ Jesus. 
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December 25 
2 Chronicles 30, Revelation 16, Zechariah 12:1-13:1, John 15 

John 15:26
"But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of  truth, who proceeds from the 
Father, he will bear witness about me."  

The Old Testament consistently speaks of  our Lord's promise to send His Helper, the Holy Spirit. 
On the day of  Pentecost, in Acts 2, the promise is fulfilled. The coming of  the Helper caused such 
a sound, like a mighty roaring windstorm, that the people in Jerusalem gathered to see what was 
happening. They were bewildered because those upon whom the Holy Spirit came were speaking 
in the native languages of  all the crowd. When Peter explained what was happening, he referred to 
Joel 2:28-32. He told the crowd they should not be surprised because this was predicted long ago.  

Joel was not the only one to prophesy the coming of  the Helper. Speaking through Isaiah, the 
LORD said, "For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour 
my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants." (Isaiah 44:3) In Isaiah 36:26, 
the LORD promised to give His people both a new heart and a new spirit. Ezekiel 39:29 says, "For 
I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon 
your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants." Even Proverbs 1:23 promises, "If  you turn 
at my reproof, behold, I will pour out my spirit to you; I will make my words known to you." 

In our reading today, Zechariah gives us a foreshadowing of  the coming of  both the Holy Spirit 
and the Messiah. In Zechariah 12:10 the promise of  a spirit and grace and mercy will be poured 
out on the house of  David and the inhabitants of  Jerusalem. Some translations say "the Spirit" 
rather than "a spirit." The gift of  the Spirit enables those who look at the One they pierced with a 
great mourning. Their grief  is described as the bitter weeping of  a couple mourning the death of  
their firstborn child. Even though this mourning is familial, the entire nation will mourn. 
Zechariah 13:1 says on the day this event occurs "there shall be a fountain opened for the house of  
David and the inhabitants of  Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness."  

When I was young, we sang a song in which the first stanza said: 
"There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel's veins;  
And sinners plunged beneath the flood, lose all their guilty stains."  

Immanuel, God with us, was the One pierced, and those who understand that fact have been 
blessed with the gift of  the Holy Spirit to see and know Jesus as Immanuel, Savior, and LORD. 

On Christmas Day it seems appropriate to think of  this most excellent gift of  all time. James 1:18 
says, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of  lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change." The Father's gift to us was His Son, 
sent for an undeserving world, so that those who believe in Him would be cleansed from sin. 
Amazingly, we are not just cleansed but adopted as children loved by the Father as He loved His 
Son. (John 17:23)  

Jesus also spoke of  a gift that seems appropriate to think about during this Christmas season. In 
Luke 11 Jesus explains prayer. In it He describes how an earthly father desires to provide what is 
beneficial to his children. His closing statement is another of  those incredible promise’s believers 
find in Scripture - "If  you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

My prayer for you and your family this Christmas morning is that the Sovereign Creator and 
Sustainer of  the universe would bless you with the gifts that only come through His Holy Spirit. I 
pray that you may see the One who was pierced as the payment for your rebellion against the 
Father; that this awareness would lead to mourning that turns to joy at the fulfillment of  all the 
promises of  the Living God. 
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December 26 
2 CHRONICLES 31, REVELATION 17, ZECHARIAH 13:2-9, JOHN 16 

Zechariah 13:7-9 
"Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who stands next to me," declares the LORD of  hosts. 
"Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered." (Zechariah 7:7) 

Zechariah is one of  the prophets I struggle to understand, so when I come to passages like this, I 
am thankful. Zechariah 12:10 describes the spirit of  grace and the desire for mercy that Christ 
Jesus will pour out on those who killed Him. Realizing what they have done, they mourn as if  
having lost the firstborn son. Chapter thirteen verse one says the day He is pierced a fountain will 
open to cleanse those who mourn their sin and uncleanness. Verse seven tells us the One who 
struck this shepherd is the LORD of  hosts. Doesn't that sound just like Peter's first sermon, after 
being filled with the Holy Spirit, on the day of  Pentecost? 

In Acts 2:22-23 Peter spoke to the crowd which gathered when they heard the sound of  a mighty 
rushing wind as the Holy Spirit filled the one hundred twenty in the upper room. "Men of  Israel, 
hear these words: Jesus of  Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  God, you crucified and killed by 
the hands of  lawless men." Peter tells the people "you crucified and killed" Jesus, but it was 
according to the plan and foreknowledge of  God. When Peter finished speaking, those who 
realized Jesus was the Christ cried out, "Brothers, what should we do?" Peter replied, "Repent and 
be baptized every one of  you in the name of  Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of  sins, and you will 
receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit." He is the fountain in Zephaniah 13:1 that will cleanse them of  
their sin and uncleanness! Isn't that what Zechariah 12 and 13 prophesied? 

Zechariah 13:7 addresses the plan and foreknowledge of  God in the death of  Jesus and the result. 
The LORD of  hosts, speaking as if  the "sword" were a person, instructs it to strike "my shepherd, 
the man who stands next to me." The definition of  the Hebrew word "who stands next to me" is 
one in a close relationship. Since we have the New Testament, we know this close relationship was 
Father and Son. Even though it was the Jewish leaders who instigated the Roman soldier’s 
crucifixion of  Jesus, it was the Father's plan and purpose.  

When the Shepherd is struck, the sheep will scatter. Just as Jesus told the disciples in John 16:32, 
"Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own 
home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me." In Matthew 
26:31-32 He is more explicit, "You will all fall away because of  me this night. For it is written, 'I 
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of  the flock will be scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will 
go before you to Galilee."  

Quoting Zechariah 13:7 Jesus tells His eleven disciples what will happen that night. The phrase, "I 
will go before you" is descriptive of  how a shepherd leads his sheep. In John 10:4, Jesus described 
Himself  as the Shepherd saying, "When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and 
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice." Hebrews 13:20 describes the Lord Jesus as the 
"great shepherd of  the sheep, by the blood of  the eternal covenant." 1 Peter 5:4 displays Jesus as 
"When the chief  Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of  glory."  

Those who mourn when they come to understand Jesus as the One pierced, who hear Jesus' voice 
and follow Him, will receive an unfading crown of  glory, but Zechariah 13:9 describes a time of  
trial and testing before that occurs. The remnant, the “third” in verse nine, are placed into the fire 
and refined as silver, tested like gold. 1 Peter 1:6-7 says, "you have been grieved by various trials, so 
that the tested genuineness of  your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested 
by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of  Jesus Christ." 

LORD of  hosts, how could You love the sinful, rebellious world so much to formulate and execute 
a plan which leads to the death of  Your Son for sinners like me? Thank You. Lord Jesus Christ, 
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how could You humble Yourself  to dwell among sinners like me knowing the cost? Thank You. 
Holy Spirit, please always remind me of  what the Great Shepherd has done so that I may be His. 
Teach me to hear only His voice and follow closely as the fiery trials of  this world test my faith in 
Him. 
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December 27 
2 CHRONICLES 32, REVELATION 18, ZECHARIAH 14, JOHN 17 

John 17 
Have you ever prayed with someone and learned things about them you neither knew nor 
suspected? Or prayed with someone and gained a new understanding of  their depth of  thought 
and insight? When you talk to your Father in heaven, do you share the profound things of  your 
heart?  

After being married about a year, Carol and I were praying one day, and that happened to us. 
When we finished praying Carol said, "I didn't know you were worried about that! You haven't 
mentioned it to me!" I explained that I didn't want to worry her, but the subject had been on my 
mind a lot. That happened so long ago I don't even remember what it was that caused the 
conversation, but I will always remember our discussion about talking to God about things we 
don't share with others—the pressing issues of  life.  
  
John 17 allows us to hear Jesus express to the Father His priorities on the evening before His 
crucifixion. Scripture provides us with two conversations Christ Jesus had with God the Father that 
night. The second is in the Garden of  Gethsemane. Mark 14:36 contains the most extended 
recorded version of  Jesus' prayer in the synoptic Gospels - "Abba, Father, all things are possible for 
you. Remove this cup from me, yet, not what I will, but what you will." Matthew and Mark record 
the fact that Jesus prayed this prayer twice. Luke 22:42-44 adds the fact that an angel came and 
strengthened Jesus because He was in great agony after which He prayed apparently the same 
prayer with such intensity that drops of  blood, like sweat, came from His body. Compared to Jesus' 
prayer in John 17, this prayer is short and succinct expressing above all else His desire for the 
Father's will to be accomplished.  

The focus of  Jesus' prayer in John 17 is the glory of  God the Father, and the Son uniquely 
expressed through those the Father gave the Son. In the first five verses, Jesus explicitly states His 
desire for the Father to glorify Him with the glory He had before the world began so that He might 
glorify the Father. The Father is glorified by His completing the assigned task of  fulfilling the 
requirements so those the Father gave Him might have eternal life by knowing both the true God 
and Jesus Christ.  

Jesus revealed the Father to all those He gave Him, in verses 6-8, by making His Name and Word 
known to them. By accepting Jesus' teaching, these people obey God.  John 6:29 (NLT) says, "This 
is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent." They now know and 
understand the Truth. Verse ten says these are the ones who glorify Him. Since Jesus is returning 
to the Father, He asks Him to protect them from the evil one and sanctify them through His Word. 
Jesus is not just requesting these things for those with Him but for those who will believe because of  
His apostle’s words.  

Jesus' prayer provides several qualities that characterize the people He is describing. First, their 
unity will be like the relationship between Him and the Father. Second, they will exhibit His joy. In 
verse thirteen, He asks that His joy is fulfilled in them. In John 15:11 Jesus said everything He told 
them was so that His joy would be in them and for their joy to be full. Third, these people will 
accept Jesus' mission as their own. In verse 18, just as the Father sent Jesus into the world, so, too, 
are His disciples. In the same way, He makes the Father known, those who follow Him will also. 
Lastly, these are people who love. Knowing the Father loves them as He loves His Son, their love is 
evidence to the world of  their unity, joy, and commitment to His mission.  

Thank You, Jesus, for revealing Your heart in this prayer. May all of  those the Father gave You 
glorify both of  You in the world. May we be united in the tasks You give us with joy and love. We 
want the world to know that You are the only One the Father sent. It is only through You we can 
know the One True God. 

393

http://www.esv.org/2+Chronicles+32,Revelation+18,Zechariah+14,John+17
https://www.esv.org/John+17
https://www.esv.org/John+17
https://www.esv.org/Mark+14:36
https://www.esv.org/Luke+22:42-44
https://www.esv.org/John+17
https://www.esv.org/John+17
https://www.esv.org/John+17:1-5
https://www.esv.org/John+17:6-8
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+6:29&version=NLT
https://www.esv.org/John+17:10
https://www.esv.org/John+17:13
https://www.esv.org/John+15:11
https://www.esv.org/John+17:18


December 28 
2 CHRONICLES 33, REVELATION 19, MALACHI 1, JOHN 18 

2 Chronicles 33:12-13 
"When he was in distress, he entreated the favor of  the LORD his God and humbled himself  greatly before the God 
of  his fathers. He prayed to him, and God was moved by his entreaty and heard his plea and brought him again to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God."  

My emotions are so mixed when I read the story of  Manasseh. How could he take the godly 
heritage of  his father Hezekiah and run so far in the other direction? How could Hezekiah's son be 
the one who "led Judah and the people of  Jerusalem astray, so that they did more evil than the 
nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites"? Then, I am reminded of  the godly 
heritage I received from my father, and I am convicted by how many years I worshiped so many 
other gods and influenced others to do the same.  

What the LORD allowed Manasseh to do and to suffer in the process of  leading him to 
repentance reminds me of  how long-suffering and patient our God is as He pursues those who are 
His. Thinking of  Manasseh's life caused me to remember Saul of  Tarsus. Saul did everything in 
his power to destroy the Church. Who would ever have thought Saul would do anything except 
breathe "threats and murder against the disciples"? Paul understood both himself  and his salvation 
with clarity. In 1 Timothy 1:15 he said, "The saying is trustworthy and deserving of  full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of  whom I am the foremost." 

Just as the LORD God was patient, long-suffering, and persistent as He pursued Manasseh and 
Paul, He was with us also. Our conversion may not have been as dramatic as Manasseh or Paul, 
but it was the faithful, loving Father who brought us to the same place.  

Thank you, Father, for my godly father, who, just like You, never gave up on me. Thank You that 
when I was in distress and sought Your favor and humbled myself, You listened to my plea even 
though I had run so far away from You. I know the only reason I would respond in repentance is 
because of  Your action in my life. Like Manasseh and Paul, I know the LORD is God. 

Malachi 1 
Reading Malachi 1 causes me to squirm. The people of  Israel's attitude toward the LORD 
reminds me of  mine at times. In the NLT, the LORD tells them "I have always loved you." To 
which the people reply, "Really? How have you loved us?" I can almost hear them say, "What have 
you done for me lately?" When things are not going the way I think they should, those words might 
not come out of  my mouth, but my attitude sure can express it.  

The LORD says, "A son honors his father, and a servant respects his master." He accuses the 
people of  not honoring or respecting Him because they refuse to bring their best to Him. He was 
referring to their animal sacrifices which were to be perfect. Instead, they brought their rejects. 
When I honestly consider what I return to the LORD, I must admit it is often the leftovers.  

In Mark 12, Jesus sits in the temple watching as people bring their offering. Many brought a 
significant amount to place in the offering box, while the widow brought all she had. Those who 
gave a large amount probably did not affect their standard of  living, but the widow's offering most 
definitely did, since she gave all she had, not the leftovers. The last accusation the LORD makes of  
the Israelites is their attitude of  weariness in serving Him. I understand why, on two occasions 
(Galatians 6:9, 2 Thessalonians 3:13), Paul instructs us to not "grow weary in doing good."  

Holy Spirit, thank You for the conviction of  Your Word. Lord God, forgive me for being more like 
the Israelites than I care to admit. I know I can act as if  You have not done anything for me lately 
knowing full well it is You that provides every breath I breathe. You deserve the very best I have to 
offer because You gave Your Only Son for me. I am sure Jesus grew weary of  putting up with 
sinners like me, but You finished the Father's assignment for His glory and my good. I desire to 
complete the tasks He lays before me with delight in serving a worthy Master. 
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December 29 
2 Chronicles 34, Revelation 20, Malachi 2, John 19 

2 Chronicles 34
"Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem." (2 Chronicles 
34:1)  

Josiah is one of  those intriguing characters Scripture prophecies and names before his birth, like 
Cyrus in Isaiah 44:28-45:3. After the division of  Solomon's kingdom, Jeroboam led the northern 
ten tribes into apostasy. In 1 Kings 12, like Aaron in Exodus 32:4, he made two golden calves for 
the people of  Israel to worship. He presented the idols to the people with this statement, "Behold 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of  the land of  Egypt." Interestingly, Aaron 
introduced his golden calf  with the same statement. In 1 Kings 13, God sent a prophet to confront 
Jeroboam. In verse 2 the LORD, speaking through the prophet, made this declaration, "O altar, 
altar, thus says the LORD: 'Behold, a son shall be born to the house of  David, Josiah by name, and 
he shall sacrifice on you the priests of  the high places who make offerings on you, and human 
bones shall be burned on you.'"  

2 Chronicles 34 describes the fulfillment of  the 1 Kings 13 prophecy. As a teenager, Josiah began 
to seek after God and purge Judah and Jerusalem of  all the instruments of  idol worship. Verse six 
describes his efforts as not merely limited to Judah but included cities in Manasseh, Ephraim, 
Simeon, and the northern tribe of  Naphtali. 2 Kings 23:15-20 relates the specific event when 
Josiah defiled the altar by burning human bones on it.  

As you know by now, I believe the Bible is God's Word that provides us with everything necessary 
for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). So, I always find the reformation/revival of  Josiah fascinating. 
Before the discovery of  the "Book of  the Law" in verse fourteen, Josiah was doing a lot right. He 
not only destroyed all the elements of  idol worship throughout the land, but he also restored the 
house of  the LORD his God. However, everything changed when the Book was read to him. 
Josiah could have thought, "Well I am not doing everything commanded in the Book perfectly, but 
we are making a good effort. I have been doing my best." Instead, he tore his clothes as a sign of  
mourning and grief  because he knew, "great is the wrath of  the LORD that is poured out on us, 
because our fathers have not kept the word of  the LORD, to do according to all that is written in 
this book." 

Josiah immediately sought the counsel of  one of  God's prophets. Through Huldah, the prophetess, 
the LORD spoke both words of  encouragement to Josiah and coming destruction after his death. 
God's wrath would be poured out on Judah because the nation had forsaken Him and broken the 
covenant. This promise is fulfilled when the Babylonians destroy Jerusalem and take most of  the 
people of  Israel into captivity in 586 B.C., but the LORD told Josiah, "because your heart was 
tender and you humbled yourself  before God when you heard his words against this place and its 
inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself  before me and have torn your clothes and wept before 
me, I also have heard you." Isaiah 66:2 provides a good description of  Josiah, "But this is the one 
to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word."  

Examining my life, I fear I would not have responded as Josiah did when he heard the words of  the 
Book. I am embarrassed to say I would have probably tried to justify myself  by pointing out the 
fact that I was doing better than most of  the kings before me. I certainly would have made a note 
of  all the things I was doing right, but that is not what the LORD desires. Psalm 51:17 (NLT) says, 
"The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O 
God." 

Holy God, thank You for the clarity of  Your Word and the example of  men like Josiah. Forgive my 
self-justification and attempts to judge myself  by my standard rather than Yours. Thank You, Jesus, 
for accomplishing what I could not. Holy Spirit, thank You for convicting me. Please quickly 
remind me that I am to be holy as my Father in heaven is Holy. 
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December 30 
2 CHRONICLES 35, REVELATION 21, MALACHI 3, JOHN 20

Revelation 21:1-7
"I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with them, 
and they will be his people." (Revelation 21:3 NLT)  

The understanding of  home resonates with me. Instead of  "home," other translations use dwelling 
or dwelling place, tabernacle, and residence, but home strikes a chord in me like none of  the 
different descriptions of  the new heaven, new earth, and the new Jerusalem. 

As a kid, I was always excited to go, whether to visit relatives or summer camp even just to go to 
town. My father said part of  my problem was I always wanted to know what was around the next 
bend, but when trouble came, as it inevitability does, whether a scratched knee or something 
significantly worse, I wanted to go home. Home was the one place I knew everything would be 
okay. It was the place of  security and comfort, where I was loved and accepted. Home was where I 
could escape the hurts of  life. Mother was there to dry my tears and Daddy was the place I was 
always safe. At those times in my life, I wanted to go home, not to my dwelling place or my 
residence but my home. 

Reading these few verses sets my mind on wanting to go home. Can you imagine the Alpha and 
Omega wiping away your tears? That is His promise. His home is where everything is made new. 
Revelation 22:3 says the curse is removed. Those things in this life that cause tears, death, 
mourning, and pain are no longer. I think of  heaven as the time and place the Father's children are 
removed from the presence of  sin and its consequences. For those in Christ Jesus, Scripture 
teaches: 1) The penalty for sin is paid in full. Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." 2) The power of  sin is broken. Romans 6:14, 
"For sin will have no dominion over you." 3) The pollution from sin is being cleansed. Romans 
6:22-23, "You have been set free from sin and have become slaves of  God, the fruit you get leads to 
sanctification and its end, eternal life." So as a disciple of  Christ Jesus the penalty, power, and 
pollution of  sin in my life has been dealt with by Jesus. 4) Hallelujah, the day is coming when I will 
be removed from the presence of  sin! 

The One who sits on the throne in the new Jerusalem, wants us to be secure in our understanding 
of  this promise. He says, "Behold, I am making all things new...Write this down, for these words 
are trustworthy and true...It is done!" In the same way "Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come." (2 Corinthians 5:17) Anytime 
you read "Behold" in Scripture pay attention because God is saying something you do not want to 
miss. Behold, everything is new because through Jesus Christ the curse of  sin is broken. Since He 
conquered sin, death, and Hell, those in Him are conquerors whose heritage is sonship of  
Almighty God. 

In Genesis 23:4 Abraham said, "I am a sojourner and foreigner among you." Hebrews 11:10 says 
Abraham "was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is 
God." While Hebrews 11:14, speaking of  all who died in faith, says they were seeking a 
"homeland." So maybe it is okay for me always to want to know what is around the next bend 
because it may be HOME! 

Lord God, I have always heard, "Home is where your heart is." I want my heart to be wholly Yours 
because I want You to be my home. 
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December 31 
2 CHRONICLES 36, REVELATION 22, MALACHI 4, JOHN 21

I hope and pray our journey through Scripture has whetted your appetite for His Word. Today, 
just like many others, there is more I could write, but time and the length of  the article do not 
allow. 

We could discuss how each book we finish today flows into the books we will read tomorrow. For 
example, the first two and a half  verses of  Ezra are the last two verses of  2 Chronicles.  

Revelation 22 completes the promises of  Genesis. The LORD God, in His infinite wisdom and 
grace, protected our descendants Adam and Eve by removing them from the Garden of  Eden so 
they could not partake of  the Tree of  Life and live forever in sin without Him. Now, the Tree of  
Life and the water of  life are abundant in the City of  God and the Lamb.  

Malachi closes with the promise of  Elijah's return which we see fulfilled in Matthew. The closing 
statement of  John, describing all Jesus has done, prepares us for Luke’s description of  the Lord’s 
continued activity in building His Church in the book of  Acts.  

I could write much about each of  these chapters, but several months ago I found a prayer in the 
Valley of  Vision which sums up this year better than anything I could say. This is my prayer for us: 

Living For Jesus
O Saviour of  sinners,  
Thy name is excellent, 
  thy glory high, 
  thy compassions unfailing, 
  thy condescension wonderful, 
  thy mercy tender. 
I bless thee for the discoveries, invitations, 
  promises of  the gospel 
  for in them is pardon for rebels, 
  liberty for captives, 
  health for the sick, 
  salvation for the lost. 
I come to thee in thy beloved name of  Jesus, 
re-impress thy image upon my soul; 
Raise me above the smiles and frowns of  the world, 
regarding it as a light thing to be judged by men.  
May thy approbation be my only aim, 
thy Word my one rule. 
Make me to abhor that which grieves thy Holy Spirit,  
  to suspect consolations of  a worldly nature, 
  to shun a careless way of  life, 
  to reprove evil, 
  to instruct with meekness those who oppose me, 
  to be gentle and patient towards all men, 
  to be not only a professor but an example of  the gospel, 
  displaying in every relation, office and condition its excellency, 
  loveliness and advantages. 
How little have I illustrated my principles and improved my privileges! 
How seldom I served my generation! 
How often have I injured and not recommended my Redeemer! 
How few are those blessed through me! 
In many things I have offended, in all come short of  thy glory; 
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great. 
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Appendix A 

GOD'S NAMES AS REVEALED IN GENESIS 
I know my view of  God is limited. A great way to change that is by examining who God says He is. 
In Scripture, He reveals Himself  in many ways. One of  the primary methods is through the names 
He gives Himself. Each name is descriptive of  God's character, who He is and what He does. 

Below are the names God uses to reveal Himself  in Genesis listed in chronological order with the 
verse where the name is first used. All the references are from the English Standard Version. 

Elohim - (Genesis 1:1) This is the only name used in Genesis 1. Elohim is used over 2,600 times in 
Scripture. Elohim is plural, and the root word means strong and mighty. Elohim also expresses God's 
faithfulness regarding the covenant and the promises and blessings involved in Genesis 17:1-8. In 
Genesis 30:8 this word is translated as "mighty."  

Yahweh - (Genesis 2:4) Yahweh (YHWH) is used over 6,800 times in Scripture. Yahweh is translated 
into Greek as Kurios, which means Lord. Many translations render Yahweh as LORD or GOD (with 
all capitals). The root word from which Yahweh is derived is "to be." In Exodus 3:14, God reveals 
Himself  to Moses with this name. Revelation 1:8 and 4:8 add insight to the name. 

El - Genesis 14:18-22. El is used over 230 times in Scripture. El is the One who exercises such 
power that whatever is made, done, kept or destroyed is His doing. Exodus 15 is a good example. 
In this passage, El is combined with Elyon, which is translated as the God Most High. In Genesis 
35:1, the name God is used twice. The first use is Elohim and the second is El. Also, in Joshua 
22:22, El is translated as The Mighty One twice. The specific name is "The Mighty One, God, the 
LORD" which is "El Elohim YHWH."  

Elyon - Genesis 14:18-22. Elyon is used 29 times in Scripture. Elyon is frequently used as an 
adjective and is translated as high, highest, upper or uppermost. This name declares God to be the 
One who is above all things as the maker, possessor, and ruler. Yahweh is called Elyon in Psalm 
83:18. 

Adonai - Genesis 15:2. Adonai is used over 770 times in Scripture. Adonai refers primarily to God's 
omnipotence and authority. Adonai means master, ruler, owner and lord. In Genesis 18, as 
Abraham and Sarah speak to God they refer to Him as Adonai throughout the chapter. When He 
speaks the words are attributed to YHWH. The name Adonai is often used in expressions of  praise 
as in Psalm 57:9-10. 

El-Shaddai - Genesis 17:1. El-Shaddai is used seven times in Scripture. Shaddai (the Almighty) is 
used 41 times, primarily in Job. God as El Shaddai is presented as the all-powerful One, totally 
sufficient, absolute ruler, the One who can and will make the final determination. 

Judge of  all the earth - Genesis 18:25. I know this is not a name, but it sure is an excellent 
description of  God. 
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