
The Discernment Process is Completed
After 3 large group meetings (Oct. 19, Nov. 6, & Nov. 13) and over 
26 small group meetings, including 2 weeks of straw polls at 
the end of these meetings, and a third straw poll after worship 
on November 20, the Administrative Board felt that the goal of 
hearing from the Grand View Congregation was accomplished. 

After receiving consistent non-binding straw poll results of 
over 70% desiring to disaffiliate, on Nov. 28, the Administrative 
Board voted to formally request a “Church Conference" to 
vote on Disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church. The 
District Superintendant has been notified and he will schedule a 
Congregational meeting to formally vote on disaffiliation.

The process we used to get here had the goal of “what will be 
best for Grand View and best help us to grow, be healthy, and be 
relevant going into the future?” Our process of large and small 
group meetings served to help all who were interested gather 
information, ask clarifying questions, and submit an anonymous, 
non-binding vote as a way to indicate their preferences. The 
goal was not, and is not, for a particular “side” to win. It's about 
helping all of our Christian Community called Grand View, walk 
through this difficult and complex issue and be in position for 
the Kingdom of God, and the Cause of Christ, win.

I ask you to continue to pray for our Church and for all members, attendees, and leaders. As well, I encourage us to 
continue to be in conversations flavored by grace, respect, courtesy, and Christ-like love. – Pastor Tom

Rev. Bill Poland, Director of New Communities of Faith and 
Director of Connectional Ministries, presented at Grand View 
on Nov. 13 on reasons we should continue to stay with the 
United Methodist Church.



Passion for Percussion
Most people at Grand View know Jimmy Berg as the quiet and unassuming drummer with very long hair in the Church 
House Band. Almost without fail, every Sunday between 9am and Noon, he can be found behind his drum set at the back of 
the stage, barely visible through the singers and instrumentalists surrounding him.
 

He has been playing and worshipping at GV for 
fourteen years, sharing his gifts and talents with 
the congregation to help us worship the Lord 
through music. 
 
Invited to play the drums for GV by a member 
of one of his previous bands who also played in 
the GV band, he said “Sure!”  “It was that easy,” 
he remembered. “I love the family feel of Grand 
View. Everyone is kind, so helpful, and forgiving. 
People here do things for each other.” 
 
Preparation for Sunday worship is 
straightforward for someone who has been 
doing it as long as Jimmy has. During the 
week, Creative Director, Alec Amosson, sends 
recordings of the songs for Sunday’s worship to 
each band member to listen to and work on at 
home. 
 

“I practice about forty-five minutes per week, 
then we come together at 9am on Sundays 
to tweak things. There are a few changes to 
memorize in each song, but for the most part, 
drums are easy. The pattern of the song is the 
same throughout, so I stick to that and follow 
the singers. Our praise band is so good that 
we can come together and in a short time 
have everything worked out and ready to 
provide high quality worship. It’s fun with the 
talent we have!” Jimmy declared.    
         
“Alec is a great worship leader!” he added.

 
“The core band, those who play together every Sunday, are very close knit. We are good friends. We talk outside of church 
and we ask each other for advice. I’ve had to get strength from the group when I needed it,” he said. “We feel very strongly 
about what we are doing. We back it up. No one is faking it. We are there for a purpose; we are worshipping right along with 
everyone else. We are all having fun and the music is uplifting and fun. I feel blessed that this is a way that I can show what I 
believe.”
 
Some of Jimmy’s favorite memories with the Church House Band are when they do any outdoor concerts and when they 
played at the Iowa State Fair in 2021. “Playing outside of our element is a lot of work, but when we pull it off it feels so good!” 
he exclaimed. 

JIMMY BERG
Grand View House Band Drummer



Although he can play the mandolin and the mallet, Jimmy 
describes himself as “really just a drummer.” Percussion is 
his passion. He has several sling drums, hand drums, and a 
collection of unique hand drums from around the world. 

Adopting his love of drums from his father who was a 
drummer and the one who taught him the basics through 
the years, Jimmy has honed his technique and style. “I don’t 
need to read the music to play,” he said. “I can read music, 
but it’s not my favorite thing. I like to listen and “play with 
my ears.””

Passing on what he has learned, Jimmy teaches individual 
private lessons to between fifteen and twenty-five students 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students learn beginning music 
theory, mallet, note reading, and the art of coordination, 
which is his favorite thing to teach. Each student’s lessons 
are custom tailored from a curriculum Jimmy developed 
himself to suit different leaning styles. 

Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays Jimmy is playing in 
multiple bands or freelancing. Currently, he drums for 
The Goats, The Danny Parker Project, and Tiger King. His 
resume also includes The Lonely Goats, The Brews Brothers, 
Campfire King, Laura and the Longhairs, The Neil Young 
Tribute Band, and The Mississippi Band. Jimmy credits 
The Mississippi Band for teaching him versatility and 
endurance to play through three to four-hour long gigs. 
“As a self-employed musician, the way to work steady is 
to be in multiple bands in your area,” he explained. “There 
is a network of musicians who play together in all of the 
different bands.”

Jimmy’s personal music choices are as varied as his weekly 
schedule. “I like unusual music with lots of energy-melodic, 
ethnic music from around the world. I don’t have a favorite 
type of music; there is nothing I don’t like. I have respect for 
all types.”

When he has 
time to relax, 
Jimmy loves to 
be with his wife 
Amanda and 
his four dogs, 
They enjoy 
going “island 
hopping” on 
the Mississippi 
River. He also has 
two adult step-
children. 

Now, about that 
hair…currently 
over three feet 
long. It hasn’t 
been cut since 
high school! 
Jimmy shared 
that the reason 
he has long hair 
is because of his 
grandmother. 
“She used to ‘do 
hair’, and when 
she could catch 
me, she would cut my hair.” Ever since then, he has had an 
aversion to scissors. “My hair is part of me, I’m really used to 
it. It is a little bit of my identity.”

With faith, family, drums, and dogs filling his life, Jimmy 
feels blessed to be able to live out his dreams and do the 
things he enjoys. 

BY BECKY SPECHT

Passion for Percussion – CONTINUED –



Growing Children & Youth Program – BY JULIA LIEB

It has been a pleasure watching our Sunday 
School attendance grow every month this fall. 
This growth means we are doing something 
important here at GV. Not only are we providing 
quality Christian education, but we are forming 
strong connections with our students that will 
last well into their futures.

I’ve had the honor of sitting in on a different 
Sunday School classroom every few weeks. It 
blows my mind every time I interact with a kid 
who has grown to know and love the Lord. I 
especially enjoyed my time with the 4th & 5th 
grade and High School Sunday School classes.

The 4th and 5th graders had SO. 
MUCH. ENERGY. I was surprised at how 
intelligent and in-tune with themselves they 
were. They were sharing personal stories about 
what they feared, and how they were able to 
muster up the courage to face their fears. It 
gave me perspective into the lives of tweens. 
They even made me laugh. It was hard to keep a 
serious face around them with silly things they 
were sharing with me. Some even tried using 
words that I had never heard before. That was a 
memorable morning!

On the Sunday after Thanksgiving, I joined the 
High School Sunday School class. The high 
schoolers were slightly less energized than the 
4th and 5th graders. Despite this, they were still 
engaged. 

They were brave enough to tell vulnerable 
stories of messy experiences, but silly enough 
to share in each other’s laughter. It was so 
inspiring, not to mention, tons of fun! I can easily 
see friendships being built and strengthened 
through the high schoolers convicting 
conversations during Sunday School.

It has been a joy to see how God 
is at work in our Sunday School 
students. 

I cherish the moments that I get to 
interact with them all.



I have illustrated the growth in Sunday School attendance 
in the column chart. The x-axis represents the last 4 
years—2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022. The y-axis represents 
the average number of students and teachers’ check-ins at 
Sunday School during the fall semester.

Each of the colored columns represents a particular year’s 
average fall semester attendance, from the first day of 
Sunday School that year through the end of November. 
For the next newsletter, I will add in December average 
attendance for all 4 years, for a fuller outlook on each year’s 
average attendance.  

In 2019, 2021 and 2022, we began Sunday School on the 
last Sunday of August, while in 2020 we didn’t start until 
the first week of September due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
restrictions.

By looking at the trend of attendance over the past 4 years, 
2019 had the highest fall semester average attendance, 
and 2020 saw the lowest average attendance. However, 
now that the pandemic restrictions have been lifted, and 
more people are comfortable 
going out, this year’s average 
attendance is increasing and 
nearing 2019.

When comparing 2019 to 
2022 fall semester average 
Sunday School attendance, 
there is a minimal difference 
of 1.55 check-ins, which we 
will round up to 2 for the sake 
of my explanation.

In other words, 2022 has seen 
2 fewer check-ins on average 
than in 2019. Considering the 
pandemic’s lasting effects, I 
think this is an encouraging 
sign that 2022 will continue 
to grow in Sunday School 
attendance.

This year, we have seen 104 
students and 32 teachers 
check-in to Sunday School. 
Of those 104 students, 96 
have completed a registration 
form. Those who complete 
registration forms are more 
likely to return to Sunday 
School again, or regularly. 

In 2021, only 78 students completed registration forms.

When factoring in the past year’s growth in the number 
of completed Sunday School registration forms, we are 
projected to see an increase in average Sunday School 
attendance by the end of 2022.

This year, I believe we will not only meet, but we will 
exceed the average fall semester attendance of 2019.

Thanksgiving weekend Sunday School attendance boosted 
our fall 2022 average attendance, as many students joined 
us to practice for the Christmas Play. While we continue 
to rehearse for the play during Sunday School, more 
students—who have signed up to participate—will be 
attending Sunday School.

CDM students are invited to participate in the play, as well. 
So, even more students may join us for Sunday School play 
practices. This will contribute further to the 2022 projected 
increase in fall average Sunday School attendance.

Growing Children & Youth Program – CONTINUED



From The Pews – BY CRYSTAL WEBER

Experiencing darkness is inevitable. Darkness is defined 
two ways:
(1) partial or total absence of light and
(2) wickedness or evil. 

Within parts of speech, darkness is labeled as a noun, a 
state of being.  Therefore, darkness as a state of being is 
not permanent. It can be changed by light, which can be a 
noun, verb, or adjective. Light is a state of being, an action, 
or a word to describe a noun. 

The darkness that we experience varies from day to day. My 
day begins in darkness when I crawl out of bed. I use a few 
lights to prepare myself for school, and I observe a beautiful 
light as the sun rises. Throughout my day I experience 
darkness from some thoughts of frustration or observe 
it from one’s actions towards another. Some days I drive 
home, and my thoughts seem dark due to having a rough 
day. I have experienced other darkness when traveling 
through extremely tough trials and tribulations, especially 
when experiencing health issues or the death of loved ones. 

Due to the overabundance of darkness that I have faced 
throughout my life, this time of year is comforting to me. All 
around are Christmas lights: red, blue, green, white, purple, 
and multicolored. They stand out in the darkness of the 
night, and the bright colors are on display. When I see the 
bright colors standing out in the dark, I can’t help but hear 
this song in my head, 

 Light of the world, You stepped down into    
 darkness,
 Opened my eyes, let me see
 Beauty that made this heart adore You,
 Hope of a life spent with You.”

It didn’t happen overnight; it took a lot of praying and 
time with God to be able to view darkness “in a different 
light” per se. 

Wintertime can be dark and depressing as it gets darker 
sooner than in the summer months. Therefore, just coming 
off a recent time change, the bright colors of Christmas 
lights in November are comforting and reassuring. The 
vivid colors indicate that brighter days are ahead. The most 
important bright day that lies ahead is the birth of our Lord 
and Savior. 

The birth of the King is the light that we need to guide 
our dark moments. The darkness is only temporary, and 
we can put light into action by sharing it with others. Now, 
more than ever, people need the light of hope, a light 

to carry them 
through dark and 
dreary trials. 

Every where we 
go, we are taunted 
by evil ways, 
yet we have the 
choice to be in 
that state of being 
or choose to act 
and be the light to 
others. 

Going against 
the darkness and being a light to others is what 
Christians are called to do. Using the energy of the 
darkness to create bright, bold colors that radiates His love 
and redeeming grace. 

Another light that soothes the darkness in my life this time 
of year, is the lit-up church on Christmas Eve while we sing 
“Silent Night.”  The emotions that roll through my heart 
reminds me that Christ will never leave or forsake me, 
even in dark times, looking to Him will ease any pain and 
suffering. 

 “Silent night, holy night
 Son of God, love's pure light
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face
 With the dawn of redeeming grace.”

Every time I sing that verse tears of gratefulness fall from 
eyes. Both sets of lyrics are the words that comfort my dark 
days, no matter what time of year it is.  

I look for lights around me to ease any shadowy or evil 
thoughts. It’s not always easy to see, but Christ is the only 
light that provides vison throughout every situation 
in life. Temporary darkness is blinded by the love and 
salvation from Christ. 

Christ wants to be our light, that is why He was born. Just as 
the star of Bethlehem guided the wisemen, Christ too is the 
light that guides our journey. 

May God help us to see the light of hope in our days 
ahead, guiding us towards the light, and away from 
darkness. I encourage you to take in the lights of this 
season, may the bright colors ease any discomfort or pain, 
allowing Christ to be your vision. To God be the Glory!



November Ad Board Update  –  FROM NOV. 28, 2022
Bell Tower: Arvid Saele gave an update on the progress 
of the bell tower and financing was discussed.  There is 
$14,305 currently allocated from memorials. Other options 
for funding were discussed. The design was approved, and 
different bellringing options & quotes discussed, to be voted 
upon at the next mtg. Chime Master would like to have our 
decision by the end of December in order to have it back to 
us by the spring.  

Finance Report: Damka Matters sponsorships totalled 
$18,227.  The board agreed to give a $20 Christmas bonus to 
the Damka teachers.   

Previous employee, Stephenie Morales, will be removed 
from GV accounts & online access discontinued, with current 
Finance Manager, Melissa Oftedahl, added. Melissa will have 
authorization to access all Grand View Financial accounts, 
including Dupaco, have the authority to cash checks, and 
replenish Petty Cash. 

Jessica Soppe and Randy Lund will be signors for the line of 
credit at Dupaco.

Any unused continuing education money will be rolled into 
Pastor Tom’s salary. 

Child Development Ministry
Some of the Sustainability Funds were used to purchase a 
few iPads. Brandi is in the process of choosing new paint to 
be purchased with these funds.  

Trustee Report 
The maintenance shed discussion was tabled until after the 
disaffiliation vote; will be revisited by June.  Shed estimates 
at $133,000. There are too many financial unknowns in light 
of the disaffiliation vote to move forward at this time.  There 
is currently $64,500 in the building fund.

Upcoming Events
Pastor Tom will distribute a physical paper with the vote 
results of the straw polls on Sunday, Dec. 4.

A congregational vote to either stay UMC or disaffiliate will 
take place when the District Superintendant sets the date.  

Ken Kizer will plant soy beans on GV property one more 
year and have right of first refusal to plant CRP ground and 
maintain the acres.

The congregation is again invited to thank the Ministry Staff 
by contributing to a Christmas gift fund.

The next ad board meeting will be Dec. 12 at Carlos O’Kelly’s.

Between The Meetings
Pastor Tom distributed an updated Wedding Policy & a list of 
2023 wages for the staff.  We need to provide nominations 
for Ad Board members.  Four positions are up at the end of 
2022, and two positions are leaving, resulting in 6 open Ad 
Board positions to be filled for 2023. 

The PreK-1st grade Sunday School 
class had their chance to shine 
in "Time to Shine" on Sun., Nov. 
20 during the 10:45am Worship 
Celebration. 

The class eagerly sang "This Little 
Light of Mine" and said their Nov. 
Memory Verse including motions: 
"Be strong and courageous, do not 
be afraid, for the Lord, your God, will 
be with you wherever you go." 

The next Sunday School class to 
shine will be the 2-3 grade class on 
February 19 during the 10:45am 
Worship Celebration.

Time to Shine – PreK-1st Grade Sunday School

Pictured L to R: Joseph Freiburger, Raylyn Montes, Sophie Breitbach, Cecelia Watters, Keegan Mach, Joey Soat, Ryker Nesteby, 
Teagan Nesteby, Presley Patterson, and Claire Sanders.
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Lifetime Pass for Veterans
Free Entrance to National Parks

Want to write for the 
Good News Letter? 
Let us know! Email 

office@grandviewdubuque.
org or call 563-582-8875. Share 

your testimonials and God 
sightings with others who 

need to hear your story.

Did you know?
A new, free lifetime pass to more than 2,000 federal recreation areas, 
including all national parks, is now available for veterans of the US Armed 
Services and Gold Star Families. Current members of the Military and their 
dependents are eligible for the free annual passes.

 This pass is in gratitude and respect for those who selflessly served and 
defended our country. There are more than 100 national parks with direct 
connections to the US Military, including frontier forts, battlefields, national 
cemeteries, and memorials.

Visit nps.gov for more 
information about the passes 
and to help plan your next trip! 

With at least one national park in 
every state, they are often closer 
than people realize. 

Thank you for your service!
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"Sam Haug and our very own Ashley Nank (Rose Whisler's 
granddaughter) did a great job representing today's youth in Ames 

on November 17.  Good job kids we are so proud of you.  Thank 
you for sharing your talents." – BRENDA NANK

This & That

MEMBER CARE
Funerals: 0
Church family who had a death in 
their family: 1
Hospitalization:  2
Meal Ministry:  7
Online Prayer Requests:   3
Prayer Shepherds: 30 plus, every-

one in our congregation
Prayer Shawls:  1
Baptism Blankets:  1
Onesies: 1
Home Communion: 5
Card Ministry: 25
Home bound Visits/calls/cards:  
23

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE
Grand View Sunday In Person = 284
Grand View Sunday Online = 56
Grand View Wednesday CFX = 60
Wesley, East Dubuque = 27
Center Grove = 15
Nueva Vista = 29

Congratulations to 
Jacob and Amanda 
Winders on the 
Baptism of their 
daughter, Haven 
Mae, on Nov. 13. 
Welcome to your 
new Christian 
family Haven! We 
are dedicated to 
supporting and 
encouraging you in 
your Christian life!

Grand View attendee, Destinee, 
shows off her son, Cartier, with his 

new "Future Grand View Leader" 
onesie! Blessings to you both!

With Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers 

continue to be with Joseph 
Peavy's friends and family. 
Joseph is the grandson of 

member Judy Kenniker and 
was confirmed at Grand 

View. Joseph passed away 
Nov. 9. May God hold him in 

His arms, forever in peace.

August 17, 2001 - Nov. 9, 2022

November by the Numbers



100 Years Young!
Card Shower for Helen Hansen

Tear Off Tab Results

Helen Hansen is Grand View member Patt Munns' mother, 
and will be turning 100 years young on Dec. 16. Help her 
celebrate by sending her a card: 920 16th St., Fennimore, 
WI 53809.

Poem submitted by Patt Munns

We asked and you answered. The tear off tab 
question was: What is your LEAST favorite part of 
December/Christmas, and the survey says . . . 

Cold weather/snow
Crowds
Eggnog
When it’s over
Too many presents
Waiting for Christmas morning
The secular, hollow reaction to Christmas
People celebrating alone
Cranky people
Overspending expectations
Buying presents, trying to keep up with the Jones'
Stress
Spending too much money
Shopping
Busyness
Missing loved ones
Not being with family
People without faith and family, their fears and  
 loneliness
Leaving Christ out of Christmas
Commercialization of Christmas
Cleaning up
Pressure to get everything done
It goes so fast
Wrapping presents
Kids not knowing the true meaning of Christmas
Traffic
Too busy to be still enough to appreciate God’s gifts and  
 guidance
Being sick
TV ads
Too much Santa/gifts; not enough Jesus
Long, dark nights
Christmas starting the day after Halloween
Extended family drama

Grand View Reads
PHILIPPIANS

Dec. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . Phil. 1
Dec. 11 . . . . . . . . . . . Phil. 2
Dec. 18 . . . . . . . . . . . Phil. 3
Dec. 25 . . . . . . . . . . . Phil. 4


