


Dear Brownson Member,
Brownson is joyfully alive—and God is at work among us.

We see it in new faces and new relationships. We see it in children and
youth growing in faith, in people gathering around tables, in voices lifted
together in worship, in care offered during difficult seasons, and in a con-
gregation eager to serve.

That is the heart of our 2027 stewardship campaign:

Joyfully Alive

New Life.

Rooted and Grounded in Love.

Planting Seeds.

Reaching Toward the Light.

Joyfully Alive.

Over the past year, we have been listening, learning, worshiping, asking

questions, and trying new things together. Through our All Together initia-

tive, we are exploring what it means to be a church where every generation can grow in faith, find community, share their
gifts, and serve one another and our neighbors.

And everywhere we look, we see signs of life.
We see new life as people find their place at Brownson and discover new ways to connect.

We are becoming more deeply rooted and grounded in love as we worship, learn, care for one another, and strengthen
relationships across generations.

And we are planting seeds—investing in children and youth, faith formation, worship, mission, congregational care, and
ministries whose impact we may not fully see for years to come.

We are reaching toward the light, trusting God to guide us as we listen, discern, and faithfully follow where Christ is
leading.

Together, these are signs of a church that is Joyfully Alive.

Your Commitment Matters

You should have received a pledge card in the mail this past week. Your pledge helps us faithfully plan for the year ahead
and make thoughtful decisions about ministry, staffing, worship, faith formation, children and youth, pastoral care, mission,
and the many ways Brownson lives out its calling.

If you already make a pledge to Brownson and we thank you. Your generosity is helping bring this ministry to life. If you
give but haven’t turned in a pledge card, please consider helping us make the best decisions possible for our 2027 budget
and if you have never given or pledged, we hope you will consider making one as a spiritual commitment to Brownson
Church.

As you consider your commitment for 2027, | invite you to prayerfully ask whether God may be calling you to take another
step in generosity.

That might mean continuing your current pledge. It might mean increasing it. Or it might mean choosing ACH or another
recurring method of giving and making generosity a regular spiritual practice.

We are not alone - other churches are facing these same financial challenges.

Rising Costs
e Anincrease in employee healthcare costs mandated by the Board of Pensions, with the amount still unknown.
e Higher day-to-day church operating expenses, including utilities and supplies for our 20,000 square-foot campus.
e Higher food costs for our growing children’s and youth events.



Communion Calendar
Sunday, November 1

Sunday, December 6
Sunday, January 3

Staff COLA
e We are also considering a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) for our staff
team to help them keep pace with inflation.
¢ The Personnel Committee is currently assessing the option of again fill-
ing the position of Director of Missions and Discipleship to further en-
hance outreach to the community and ease the workload of our ordained
staff.
The Session of Brownson met on Monday,
Budget Pressures October 19, 2026.
These rising expenses strain our budget as we faithfully steward resources and

support Brownson Church’s staff and ministries. Devotional: The monthly devotional was

provided by Elder Keith Walvoord and fo-
cused on Leading by Serving. As leaders in
the Session, we are called to seek unity, lis-
ten, remain patient, disagree with grace and
Our campaign begins Sunday, November 1, and on December 6 we will gather EVIEReIYS I RIERCI NG EE RGN AT Koty
for Celebration and Commitment Sunday. own understanding as God will provide wis-

dom. We are stewards and are called to
This will be more than a pledge Sunday. It will be a celebration of the life we see [N R P LV AI R E S R LR (e o
at Brownson—of what God has done, what God is doing now, and what we be-  F¥Suesen
lieve God is next preparing to do through us.

Remember, a pledge is not a contract. It is an expression of faith—a statement of
what you want to give as you are able. Life changes, circumstances change, and
your pledge can change, too.

Transformation Team Update, Tell Us a Story
Reflection - Clerk Edgerton provided a brief
update on the next steps for the All Together
Initiative. The Transformation Team met on

We will invite everyone to bring their commitment card forward. We will also in-
vite everyone to bring canned goods to the chancel as together we help address
food insecurity in our community.

Because generosity is about so much more than a check. September 28th along with Heather James of

AE Sloan. The discussion focused on the cen-
It is our time. tral themes and church values that emerged
Our gifts. during the “Tell Me a Story” event on Sunday,
Our prayers. September 13. The next step in discernment
Our presence. is the completion of the Pain Point Inter-

Our love.
Our willingness to participate.

views in which each member of the Leader-

ship Team will interview four community
members to gauge troubling issues in the
community and discern how Brownson might

Thank you for being part of Brownson. Thank you for your generosity and for the | NCIEUENUISREREE A EICE Ry RS
many ways you help make this congregation Joyfully Alive. ISsues.

It is planting seeds today in faith that God will bring new life tomorrow.

| am grateful for what God is doing among us—and excited to see what grows Action Items: Several items were reviewed,

next. discussions held and approval by Session
vote completed. These included approval for

Grace and peace, Rev. Rod Stone to serve as a guest preacher
The Session of Brownson Church at Brownson on Sunday, November 15 as the

Alex Bowness | Anne Friesen | Art Edgerton | Betsy Robinson staff will be attending the church retreat.

Bill Berger | Charles Harris | Chris Hunt | B. Christian Freberg Annual closure of the church office during

David Malan | Donna Chapin | Farra Wilson | Gena Smith the week following Christmas (12/26 - 1/1)

Jane Howard | Jan Stone | Jeff Ward | John Krahnert | Kara Vonderkall was approved. Finally, annual revisions to the

Keith Walvoord | Lisa Hughes Mandy Berg | Patrick Depenbrock Manual of Administrative Operations were

Pat Henry | Roy Cameron | Ryan Morrison | Ruth Burgin also approved.




Our Sunday morning programs meet at 9:30 AM. At 9
AM in the Atrium, grab a cup of coffee and a donut from
Higher Grounds and join one of our welcoming classes
for adults!

9:30 AM | EDUCATION HOUR ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
The Living Word Today (hybrid) | ROOM A - This class dis-
cusses current events through the lens of our Christian
faith, using The Wired Word curriculum. Join us on Sunday
mornings in person or on Zoom. Meeting ID: 825 8501
9818. Passcode: 664945. Led by rotating leaders (Gail Cam-
eron as the contact).

The Ligon Class | ROOM B —This class studies The Present
Word quarterly curriculum. Rooted in tradition and rich in
fellowship, this class offers a welcoming place to deepen
your understanding of Scripture and grow in faith alongside
others. Through engaging lessons, thoughtful discussion,
and the wisdom of shared experiences, this longtime
Brownson class continues to build community while explor-
ing what it means to faithfully follow Christ. Led by Mary
Margaret McNeill and Linda Branch.

Donuts and Devotionals | ROOM C—Donuts and Devotion-
als — Bring your coffee and donuts where we will discuss
the Sunday sermon scripture, connecting passages of the
Bible with our lives and our stories. We hope to see you
there for this time to connect deeper with scripture and
with each other. Led by Rotating Leaders (Elizabeth Doolin
as contact).

Another Chapter | CORNERSTONE CONFERENCE ROOM -
Every season of life brings new opportunities to grow, con-
nect, and deepen our faith. Another Chapter is designed for
seasoned adults who may be navigating an empty nest, ap-
proaching retirement, or simply wondering what God has in
store for the next chapter. Together, this group will explore
chapters of the Bible while sharing the joys, questions, and
possibilities that come with this season of life. Your next
chapter is still being written—come discover it in faith and
community. Led by John and Janee Cates, Steve and Allison
McLean, Jeff Gillette and Sharon Ramsey.

It takes a Village | CORNERSTONE LIBRARY—Life is better
when we don’t navigate it alone! It Takes a Village is a com-
munity for young adults journeying through the joys, chal-
lenges, and transitions of this season of life. Whether
you’re developing your career, starting a family, building
relationships, or simply trying to find your people, this class
offers a place to connect, grow in faith, and support one
another along the way. Come find your village—and grow
together in faith and life. Led by John Hage and some sur-
prise guest leaders!

MID-WEEK ADULT STUDIES

Men's Tuesday Fellowship Breakfast — This group meets the
first and third Tuesday of every month at 7 AM at Sizzlin’
Steak or Eggs. All men of the church are welcome to join!
For more information, please contact Bill Berger at
bill.ctr.bergerl@gmail.com.

Brownson Moms’ Book Club— Join us in November as we
read Joyful, Anyway by Kate Bowler. We will gather on
Wednesday, November 11 at 7PM in the Youth Suite for
conversation and connection! Contact Elizabeth Doolin for
more information at elizabeth@brownsonchurch.org.



On Saturday October 10, Brownson hosted the
fall meeting of the North Carolina Presbyterian
Historical Society (NCPHS). Don and Priscilla
McLeod organized the meeting, luncheon, and
tours of the Old Bethesda Presbyterian Church
and Faith Church in Aberdeen, both constructed
prior to the Civil War. Don is an NCPHS officer
and also program chair. Bill Berger, Adult Disci-
pleship Chair accepted a gift from the organiza-
tion which was presented on the occasion of our
recent 90th anniversary. The NCPHS is dedicated
to preserving and sharing the rich heritage of
Presbyterian churches and communities across
North Carolina. Founded to collect, preserve,
and make available historical records and arti-
facts, it serves congregations, researchers, and
anyone interested in the Presbyterian story in
our state.















CONGREGATIONAL CARE & CONNECTION
One of Brownson's strengths is the ability to care for one another, member to member. In so many ways, the people of Brown-
son live out the calling to be the body of Christ. There are so many ways that you can use your gifts to show care to this com-
munity:

e Hospital and Visitation Teams

e Prayer Shawl Ministry

e Handyman Ministry

e (Caring Cards

e Stephen Ministry

® Flower Ministry (delivers Sunday flowers)

e Wednesday Prayer Group

e Holiday Flower Team

e Funeral Ministry Team

e Martha's Friends

New Member Welcome Team

If you would like to get plugged in with any of these ministries, please contact our
Congregational Care & Connection Chair, Gena Smith, at eugenia@nc.rr.com or
Rev. Elizabeth Doolin at elizabeth@brownsonchurch.org.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

David Benbow Jill Shires
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Hospital Admission Reminder - If you are ever admitted to Moore Regional Hospital, please remember to list Brownson as your church
affiliation when you check in. This helps the hospital notify us so we can pray for you, reach out, and visit you during your stay. We want to
be there for you when you need us!

Upcoming Events

The Blessing of the Animals

The Blessing of the Animals has been rescheduled for Sunday November 22 at 4PM in the Grass Parking Lot off Ashe St. Please join us as we
honor God'’s creation and our special pet friends! Please bring pets that socialize well around other animals. If you know your pet is not the
social type, you may bring a collar or a picture to have blessed instead! All dogs must be leashed, and cats and small animals should be in a
carrier. All pets must be up to date on vaccines. We will also be accepting donations of pet food for the Sandhills Coalition Pet Pantry.

Christmas FPomsettra Deljvery

Bring some holiday cheer through delivering a Christmas Poinsettial Every year Brownson delivers poinsettias to our members who are
homebound or have lost a loved one in the past year. This year’s poinsettias will be available for pickup and delivery on December 6. Con-
tact Madison Broadwell at madisonbroadwell4@gmail.com if you would like to deliver a poinsettial

Caroling & Crockpots

This year’s Christmas Caroling & Crockpot meal will take place on Sunday, December 6! Be on the lookout for more information to come.

The Longest NMight Service: Thursday, December 17, 6PM

While the Christmas season is often one of joy, we know that this can be a difficult time for many. Hardships can make this time a challeng-
ing one — from illness and injury, grief and loss, financial difficulties, strained relationships, among many others — we recognize that the holi-
days can amplify pain. In this service, you are invited to bring your prayers before God as we light candles, sing, and listen to the words of
scripture, reminding us that God walks with us in all seasons of life.



Faith United Presbyterian Church—Aberdeen, North Carolina

A Historic Connection

Brownson's Handyman Ministry teamed up with our Youth to help in the restoration of Faith United Presbyterian
Church. We painted the brick foundation, the cemetery fence, and the church sign. In addition, we installed crawl
space vents, constructed scaffolding inside the sanctuary, spread sand and clay around the building to improve drain-
age, and extended the brick sidewalk. The work was in partnership with the nonprofit organization Friends of Faith
which owns the historic church and has been renovating the structure since August 2024.

The church's congregation was formed immediately after the end of the Civil War by former slaves who were previ-
ously attending Old Bethesda Presbyterian Church. The land previously was owned by Malcom Blue and was used as
a cemetery for the slave and free black members of Bethesda. The first Faith Presbyterian Church building was con-
structed in 1882 and the existing structure was constructed in 1884. Prior to having a church building, members met
in homes and other public places where they could congregate and worship. Brownson Memorial Presbyterian
Church was formed a half-century later by former Bethesda members in April, 1935.

Friends of Faith expect work to continue at the church through 2028.




2027 Peru Mission Trip

You have heard about our support for the L'Eppe School
for the Deaf in Peru. You may have thought about going
on the trip yourself. Let's do it in 2027 - our 10th year
supporting the students, teachers and families in Nueva
Cajamarca.

The trip will take place between August 1-8, 2027 and we
will be staying in a hotel in Moyobamba - a larger town
just down the road from Nueva Cajamarca.

Key Details

Mission Trip August 1-8

Passport (valid through Jan 2028) and $100 deposit due
January 15

Cost is approximately $2,400 per person

Join an online information session Wednesday, November
18 at 7 PM to learn more and get your questions an-
swered.

Fill out the form at https://forms.gle/
HYY6WQP2aRowgqqWA or contact Pastor John at the
church office and provide your email address so we can
send you the Zoom invite.

Can't go on the trip but still want to support the L’Eppe School
for the Deaf in Peru?

Donations are requested for recurring expenses. Our

Global Missions Ministry Team has established a restricted fund
for:

- Internet Service: $600/year
- Student Transportation: $300 per student/year
- Lunch Meals: $100/week
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