


Dear Brownson Church Family,

Over the past several months, Brownson has experienced a meaningful season of worship, fellowship, and re-
newed connection. Our 90th Anniversary celebration, followed by worshiping together throughout the summer,
reminded us of the joy and energy that comes from gathering as one church family.

After prayerful consideration and thoughtful discussion, the Session has voted and decided to extend our single-
service worship schedule through the end of December, with worship each Sunday at 10:30 AM. During this
time, our 9:00 and 11:10 AM services will continue to worship together as one congregation.

This is an extension and evaluation period—not a final decision to permanently adopt one worship service.

The decision to extend the summer format was not reached easily. Session engaged in candid and thoughtful
discussion, with compelling points expressed regarding the change. The discussion raised an important question:
Can the sense of connection we experienced this summer continue during the regular church year?

Extending the schedule gives us an opportunity to answer that question through experience. With Sunday
School, children and youth activities, music, fellowship, and other ministries returning to their regular schedules,
we can better understand how one worship service works within the broader life of the church.

This extension is not a result of Brownson’s All Together Initiative, but rather in conjunction with the initiative,
which is a larger process of discerning who we are as a congregation, what we value most, and how God may be
calling us to strengthen our worship, fellowship, ministry, and service.

We recognize that there will be questions and concerns surrounding this extension, including worship time, Sun-
day School and programming, building logistics, and worship preferences. We will remain open-minded and flex-
ible, making reasonable adjustments as we learn together.

As we enter the fall, we also want to encourage all of us to make Sunday mornings a priority—not only for wor-
ship, but also for faith formation. Gathering to learn, grow, and worship together is an important part of who we
are as a community of faith. With opportunities for children, youth, and adults, we hope Sunday mornings will
become a meaningful rhythm for people of every age and stage of life.

Most importantly, we want to hear from you. Throughout the fall, there will be opportunities to share feedback
through conversations and other gatherings. At the end of this extension, Session will carefully consider the ex-
perience, participation, programming, logistical needs, and feedback from the congregation before making any

decision about the future.

We ask everyone to approach these coming months in the spirit of being All Together—with openness, patience,
respect for differing perspectives, and a shared commitment to what is best for Brownson and its ministry.

In the coming weeks you will hear more details about worship and the new and exciting faith formation oppor-
tunities for all ages of our community.

We look forward to learning together, growing together, and worshiping together each Sunday as we continue
this important season of discernment.

Faithfully,

The Session of Brownson Church



Sunday, September 6
Sunday, October 4
Sunday, November 1

2026 Session of Brownson

Alex Bowness | Anne Friesen | Art Edgerton | Betsy Robinson Bill
Berger | Charles Harris | Chris Hunt | B. Christian Freberg David
Malan | Donna Chapin Farra Wilson | Gena Smith
Jane Howard | Jan Stone | Jeff Ward | John Krahnert
Kara Vonderkall | Keith Walvoord | Lisa Hughes | Mandy Berg
Patrick Depenbrock | Pat Henry | Roy Cameron
Ryan Morrison | Ruth Burgin | Hardin Freberg (Y) | Ella Hall (Y)

Session DW 3

The Session of Brownson met on Monday,
August 17.

The monthly devotional was provided by
Elder Gena Smith. This was a combination
of testimony and devotion. Gena found
the book “Prayer Without Pretending” by
Anne Townsend. The author examined
the concept of “transactional prayer” and
the difficulties with that - guilt if not
prayerful enough, the relationship with
God becoming more transactional. Elect-
ed to focus on prioritizing relationship
with God with a more spiritual approach
to prayer.

The Session received an update from the
Transformation Team about the contin-
ued listening the church is doing through
the survey and focus groups that were
scheduled in August.

The Staying Connected initiative was out-
lined for Session and was voted on and
approved. This initiative is as follows: As
Brownson continues to grow, we want to
stay connected and care well for every
member of our church family. Staying
Connected is an ongoing effort to update
contact information and keep our church
records current. Over the coming months,
we will be asking each household to verify
their address, phone, email, emergency
contact, and directory preferences, and to
provide a current photo for our database.
This is more than an administrative task—
it is one way we care for one another as
the Body of Christ.

Coordinating Council proposed to Session
that we extend our one worship service
through the end of December. The pro-
posal was voted on and approved. There
was lengthy discussion with a variety of
perspectives expressed, both support and
caution were expressed. The proposal was
approved by Session vote. Refer to letter
from Session on Page 2 of Brownson Bells.

Session was asked to submit all edits to
the Manual of Administrative Operations
update for 2026 by September 1, 2026.
















Our Sunday morning programs meet at 9:30 AM in the
Atrium. Grab a cup of coffee and a donut from Higher
Grounds and join one of our welcoming, engaging con-
nect groups!

The Living Word Today (hybrid) | ROOM A - This class
discusses current events through the lens of our Chris-
tian faith, using The Wired Word curriculum. Join us on
Sunday mornings in person or on Zoom. Meeting ID: 825
8501 9818. Passcode: 664945. Led by rotating leaders
(Gail Cameron as the contact).

The Ligon Class | ROOM B —This class studies The Pre-
sent Word quarterly curriculum. Rooted in tradition and
rich in fellowship, this class offers a welcoming place to
deepen your understanding of Scripture and grow in
faith alongside others. Through engaging lessons,
thoughtful discussion, and the wisdom of shared experi-
ences, this longtime Brownson class continues to build
community while exploring what it means to faithfully
follow Christ. Led by Mary Margaret McNeill and Linda
Branch.

Donuts and Devotionals | ROOM C—Bring your coffee
and donuts on Sunday mornings as we discuss scripture
from the current week’s sermon. Led by Rotating Lead-
ers (Elizabeth Doolin as contact).

Mid-Week Adult Studies

Men's Tuesday Fellowship Breakfast — This group
meets the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7
AM at Sizzlin’ Steak or Eggs. All men of the church are
welcome to join! For more information, please con-
tact Bill Berger at bill.ctr.bergerl@gmail.com.

Fall Bible Study on the Book of Mark: Join Alice Her-
rington’s in-depth Bible study on the Book of Mark on
Wednesdays from 10:30 AM — 12:00 PM in the Cor-
nerstone Conference Room, beginning September 9.
If you have questions or need information, please con-
tact Bill Berger (bill.ctr.bergerl@gmail.com or
334.398.1941).

Brownson Moms’ Book Club— We will kick of the new
programmatic year with a September Social at the
Wine Cellar on Wednesday, September 9 at 7PM! We
will announce our Fall books at that time. This group
ordinarily meets the second Wednesday of the month
at 7 PM in the Youth Suite. We read and discuss books,
faith, families, and come together for fellowship. Con-
tact Elizabeth Doolin for more information at eliza-
beth@brownsonchurch.org.

It takes a Village | CORNERSTONE LIBRARY—Life is
better when we don’t navigate it alone! It Takes a Vil-
lage is a community for young adults journeying
through the joys, challenges, and transitions of this
season of life. Whether you’re developing your career,
starting a family, building relationships, or simply try-
ing to find your people, this class offers a place to con-
nect, grow in faith, and support one another along the
way. Come find your village—and grow together in
faith and life. Led by John and Anna Hage and some
surprise guest leaders!

Another Chapter | CORNERSTONE CONFERENCE
ROOM—Every season of life brings new opportunities
to grow, connect, and deepen our faith. Another Chap-
ter is designed for seasoned adults who may be navi-
gating an empty nest, approaching retirement, or
simply wondering what God has in store for the next
chapter. Together, this group will explore chapters of
the Bible while sharing the joys, questions, and possi-
bilities that come with this season of life. Your next
chapter is still being written—come discover it in faith
and community. Led by John and Janee Cates and
some surprise guest leaders!



@uu%m’an Women af Brownson 9
2025-2026 Milestones Reached
Bible Study “Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ”
5 Active Circles meeting monthly from September to May
3 Joint Circle Gatherings with outstanding speakers or programs
Conducted Sunday worship honoring the “Gifts of Women Sunday”
Fund Raising with Notecards and ornament sales
Fund Raising with the annual “Stay at Home Tea”
e Provided $1000.00 scholarships to Brownson high school graduates that applied
International, National and Local Missions donations total of $3,700.00

Brownson Presbyterian Women's
Mission Donations 2026

International
Peace and Hope International
L’Eppe School for the Deaf
Nueva Cajamarca, Peru
$1,000.00 Building Fund

National
Presbyterian Women Publishing Mission
To support the publication of Horizons Magazine
and Bible Study
$200.00

Local
Friends of Moore County guardian Ad Litem, Inc.
Southern Pines
$500.00
Appalachian Service Project
Brownson Teens
$500.00

. Tambra Place
you anre wﬁdla% (Residential Program for women age 18-24)
Pinehurst, NC
$500.00
W 'Eo W Partners for Children and Families

(Support service for children ages 0-5)
Carthage, NC
$500.00

. . Total 2026 Donations: $3,700.00
United Through Christ,

Bound to Each Other” Circle Calendar and Leaders

Beginning September 14

Clangl-TE 2 o 10 AM Elaine Sills 910-690-5379
, . uescay— elainemorgansills@gmail.com
Paul’s First Letter to the o gansills@g
Corinthians CIRCLE 3 Sandra Olbon
2" Monday—11 AM foxhuntlane@gmail.com oA S
Room C
CIRCLE 4 Kathy McPherson
1% Thursday—10:30 AM | kathy@clanmepherson.com | 910-420-0413
Room C
CIRCLE 6 Libby Marsh
2" Monday—10 AM 72bulbqueen18@gmail.com o HERI
Room B
CIRCLE 7
3RD WEDNESDAY — 10 AM Lisa Beck
Roowm C eliza.beck7@gmail.com 910-639-5827




Music at Brownson

There are exciting things happening in the Music Ministry at Brownson this fall, and there is a place for you!

We came out of Summer Choir with wonderful energy and a renewed sense of how joyful it is to sing together.
To everyone who joined us this summer: we would love for you to keep singing! And if you have ever wondered
what it might be like to sing with the Chancel Choir, you are warmly invited to join us on a Sunday morning for
rehearsal and simply give it a try. No long-term commitment is required to come and see what choir is all
about.

This fall brings several special opportunities to participate. On All Saints Sunday, November 1, the Brownson
Chancel Choir will present James Whitbourn’s Son of God Mass during the 10:30 AM worship service. This
beautiful choral work for choir, organ, and soprano saxophone will be dedicated in loving memory of Michael
Howe, who served Brownson for many years as Director of Music Ministries and Organist. If you would like to
sing this work with us, you are welcome! Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 9, at 6:00 p.m.

Then we turn toward Advent and Christmas! If Christmas music is more your speed, join us for our choir ses-
sion during the churchwide retreat, when we will begin preparing the festive music for Christmas Cantata
Sunday, December 13. Continue with us at the Wednesday evening rehearsals that follow, and you’ll be ready
to sing alongside the Brownson Chancel Choir, Youth and Children’s Choirs, and community orchestra for a
joyfulintergenerational celebration of the season.

And be sure to mark Sunday, December 6, at 5 PM. on your calendar, when Brownson welcomes the East
Carolina University Chamber Singers to our sanctuary for a special community concert. This premier audi-
tioned ensemble will offer an evening of beautiful choral music that you will not want to miss.

Whether you come to sing, to listen, or to worship through music, | hope you’ll be part of what is ahead. There
is a place for you in Music at Brownson.

Qmy
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Montreat Worship & Music Conference
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Brownson Church is proud to host The East Carolina University Chamber Singers on Sunday, December 6 at 5 PM.
The Chamber Singers are the premier, highly selective auditioned choral ensemble at the East Carolina University
School of Music in Greenville, North Carolina. Directed by Dr. James Franklin, the ensemble features around 30 to 40
dedicated students—primarily vocal and music majors—performing advanced a cappella and accompanied sacred
and secular choral literature. The group tours annually and has performed by invitation at international choral com-
petitions, regional and national conferences of the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), and the National
Association for Music Education. Join us in our sanctuary for this special concert.
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Andemos!

We walk together. Andemos was the theme of this
year’s mission trip to the L’Eppe School for the Deaf
in Peru. Located in the northern Amazon region out-
side of Moyobamba, the school is home to a large
community of deaf students, their families, and
teachers dedicated to educating this beautiful but
vulnerable population.

Nine years ago, when a small team from Brownson
first visited, the school met in a small storage shack
on the property of a local Catholic school. Today, the
school has its own property with three large class-
rooms, a bathroom facility with running water, and a
pavilion for community gatherings. This year, we
helped install a volleyball court, added a mural to the
exterior of the classroom building, and planted
shrubs and small trees around the perimeter.

Thanks to the generosity of our mission team and the
school’s recent connection to the power grid, we
were able to deliver 11 laptop computers, a projector,
and a satellite internet system. This technology has
the potential to exponentially expand learning oppor-
tunities, providing students with access to online edu-
cation and sign-language resources, the ability to
learn computer skills we often take for granted, and
pathways to higher education and skills training for
future employment.

Most importantly, we spent a great deal of our time
with the students and their families—learning from
each other, playing games, and working on crafts,
including fairy hair, friendship bracelets, and more.
We brought dozens of new shirts featuring the name
of the school and the international sign for “I Love
You” over the heart. You should have seen the look
of shock on the mothers' faces when we suggested
we tie-dye the shirts! To our surprise, they wanted to
save the shirts to use as uniforms. We set aside
enough for that purpose and had fun tie-dying the
rest.

Our time at the school was pure joy. Walking togeth-
er with this community has been a blessing for the
past nine years. Andemos—we walk together.

Join us in supporting the L’Eppe School for the
Deaf in Peru:

2027 Peru Mission Trip: August 1-8, 2027 (optional ex-
tension to Cusco, Machu Picchu, and the Sacred Valley,
August 8-13)

Donations are requested for recurring expenses. Our
Global Missions Ministry Team has established a re-
stricted fund for:

¢ Internet Service: $600/year

e Student Transportation: $300 per student/year

e Lunch Meals: $100/week
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As we enter the start of the new programmatic year, this is a great time to get plugged into the work of Congrega-
tional Care! There are so many ways that we can share Christ’s love with our Brownson family: through the
Wednesday Prayer Group, Stephen Ministry, the Visitation Ministry Team, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, the Funeral
Care Team, Martha’s Friends, the Hospital Team, and more. If you feel God nudging you to get involved in the work
of care, please contact Elizabeth Doolin at elizabeth@brownsonchurch.org.

Mark your calendars for the Blessing of the Ani- Our Home Communion Team will serve communion to
mals coming up on Sunday, October 11, at 4PM homebound members of Brownson the afternoon of
in the grass parking lot as we honor God'’s crea- Sunday, November 1. If you are a Ruling Elder or Ste-
tion and our special pet friends! Please bring pets phen Minister and would like to serve, please contact
that socialize well around other animals. If you our Home Communion Coordinator, Barbara Gaylord,
know your pet is not the social type, you may at bedfordbarbara@yahoo.com. Home Communion
bring a collar or a picture to have blessed in- Training will be held on Sunday, October 25, in Con-
stead! ference Room A immediately following worship. Addi-

tionally, if you are homebound and would like to re-
ceive communion, or if you know of someone who
would, please email that information to Barbara as
well.
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This year we will be heading back to Caraway Conference Center November 13-15 for a wonderful weekend of fel-
lowship, faith formation, good food, recreation, and connection with our church family.

The theme for the retreat is "Bind Us Together' and we will explore that theme through music, creative activities,
preaching, small group discussion, break out sessions and more.

We are also excited to welcome back Rev. Ernie Thompson as the retreat speaker. Rev. Thompson is a retired PC

(USA) pastor who served congregations in Wilmington and Greensboro during his ministry. He has a gift for teaching,
is a life-long learner and he is excited to spend the weekend with us.

A few things to remember.....

you can also participate as a day-tripper and join us for Saturday only
transportation is provided for day-trippers if needed

a 50% deposit is due at the time of registration

never hesitate to reach out with questions!

Register now! We hope you will join us for this intergenerational church event!

CHURCH RETREAT
NOVEMBER 13-15



Staying Connected

As Brownson continues to grow,
we want to make sure we can stay
connected with and care well for
every member of our church fami-
ly. Staying Connected is our on-
going effort to update contact in-
formation and help keep our
church records current. Over the
coming months, we will be asking
each household to verify their ad-
dress, phone, email, emergency
contact, and directory preferences,
and to provide a current photo for
Realm if desired. So don’t be sur-
prised if you receive a call from
the church office or a Grace
Greeter! We'll be reaching out to
help make sure we have the most
current information for you and
your household. This is more than
an administrative task—it is one
way we care for one another as the
Body of Christ. Thank you for help-
ing Brownson stay connected!
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Faith Formation for Children!

We are excited to bring exciting
new opportunities to the 9:30
Faith Formation hour for chil-
dren! The Bible will be presented
in engaging and creative ways —
appropriate and fun for your
child at their stage of develop-
ment. Our two groups will be
PreK — K, and 1% — 5™ grade, al-
lowing the community already
developed during Kids Worship
to extend to the Faith Formation
hour as well. We hope you will
join us as we grow in fun, faith,
and fellowship! The nursery will
be open all morning for babies

up to age three!
9:30 AM—Education Building
10:30 AM—Worship in the Sanctuary



Brownson Youth are invited to a new faith formation opportunity on Sunday mornings
9:30-10:30 AM in the youth suite. In Faith Lab we will explore how our faith connects
to music, art, media, and our greater community. Youth will engage in creative pro-
jects, service opportunities, faith conversations and spiritual practices as they learn
about how their faith connects to different parts of their lives. Join us as we try new

things and experience our faith!
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