
When word reached us of suffering in Karamoja, Uganda, 
we linked with Ekklesia’s Uganda Country Director, Bp. 
Johnson Gakumba (recently retired as Bishop of Northern 
Uganda), and long term friend the Rev. Canon Dr. Alison 
Barfoot (an American who has lived and ministered in Uganda 
for almost 20 years). I decided not to share photos of the 
horrors of starvation in North East Uganda. Alison said, “We 
have food in Uganda, and Christians with lorries (trucks), 
but we can’t get food from where it is to where it is needed 
because the cost of fuel has doubled in recent months. Could 

Ekklesia raise money for fuel?” 
Abp. Stephen Kaziimba, the Archbishop of the Church of Uganda (COU), is a dear 

friend of mine. Long before he was selected as Archbishop, I told him I was praying 
for him because the Lord had shown me he would be the next Archbishop. When I 
messaged him about partnering together in this crisis, he responded immediately with 
a resounding “Yes!” Because of the relationships we have invested in over the years, 
we were able to coordinate efforts and have a plan in place in less than a day. Alison 
drew up a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that would designate Ekklesia as a 
COU Development Arm. Archbishop Stephen put Bp. Johnson in charge of coordinating 
relief efforts across the nation. By any standards, this was an amazing, almost instant 
response. We have already raised over $20,000 for fuel. Tons of food has been donated 
and is already on its way to Karamoja! Bp. Johnson coordinated the work to request help 
from every diocese in Uganda where they have had rain to grow crops, and the people 
have responded with great generosity resulting tons of food has been pledged from 
across many dioceses. Think of it this way. A $5,000 gift for food will buy $5,000 worth of 
food. $5,000 for fuel will deliver many, many more times that much food. Ekklesia’s initial 
donations for fuel are already  being used to transport donated crops to meet the dire 
need, multiplying gifts. 

 This is an amazing way to multiply your giving to literally save lives! Urgent needs 
like this surface regularly, and the best way to this support is to make a donation, 
designating the gift as “where most needed.” See the donate section on the last page.
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Ekklesia’s Healing the Wounds of Trauma initiative is 
seeing amazing results! People are finding freedom and 
healing. Check out Bp Bill’s social media page for updates 
& encouragement!
Please go to Instagram and follow:
instagram.com/whereintheworldisbpbill
You can also follow on Facebook: 
Facebook.com/Bishop Bill Atwood

A NOTE FROM BISHOP BILL ATWOOD



In June, Rev. Dr. Rob 
Cornelison, Ekklesia Dir. 
of Development and Field 
Operations, and his wife 
Wendy, Executive Dir. of 
S.E.E.D. of Hope Global, 
led their team of 11 people 
trained in trauma healing 
ministry to Gulu in Northern 

Uganda.  Their mission was to train local clergy and lay 
people to bring hope and healing in Jesus name to the 
traumatized in their communities.    

Their local host was 
Bp. Johnson Gakumba, 
Ekklesia’s Country Director 
for Uganda.  Bishop 
Johnson worked with the 
other bishops of Uganda to 
handpick mature, prayerful, 
and effective leaders to 
be trained in the Ekklesia 
Healing the Wounds of 
Trauma Initiative. He picked 
thirty-two women and 
eighteen men, including 

representatives from the six northern Dioceses in the 
Church of Uganda (COU), a team from Congo led by Rev. 
Bisoke, and invited guests from Kampala, Jinja, and the 
local Gulu community.

The training sessions began 
with the chosen participants 
sharing the struggles of their 
cultures, and their own personal 
struggles.  All said they minister 
to victims of rape, incest, and 
abuse.  Molestation by the witch 
doctors runs rampant. Incidents of 
incest during Covid skyrocketed, 
resulting in thousands of girls 
pregnant, with many girls and their 
babies considered outcasts and put out of their homes. 
(See page 3 for news of our ministry to child mothers.)  
No words can capture the emotions felt in hearing horrific 
stories of things no person should ever endure!  

It may seem 
overwhelming …but God!  
The good news is we have 
the tools from Scripture, 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and authority of our 
Risen Savior for healing, 
and binding up of the 

broken hearted. Each one 
matters and is dearly loved 
by God!  God is moving 
powerfully in raising up the 
leaders we trained with 
vision and heart to get in 
the trenches for the healing 
of trauma wounds. Many 
of those being trained 
received their own healing 
as they were being trained to 
minister healing to others.  They were encouraged that 
sharing what they both learned and experienced in their 
training will have a huge impact in their communities as 
they go back and minister.  There are deep wounds to be 
healed, and they are newly encouraged and equipped to 
bring the healing power of Jesus!  Such a Joy!!

For more information 
on the Ekklesia Healing 
the Wounds of Trauma 
Initiative and the recently 
completed study on 
its effectiveness, go to      
ekk.org/trauma-recovery. 

EKKLESIA’S HEALING WOUNDS OF TRAUMA INITIATIVE PHASE II LAUNCH

UGANDA

Our Team with Bp. Johnson

Bp. Bill’s Chaplain, Rev. Brandon 
Grimm, Ekk Dir. of Development & 

Field Operations, Rev. Cornelison & 
attending bishops opening training

Training session

Our team plus training participants

Training session

Rev. Cornelison Leading Mens 
training session

Training sessions



Dr. Betty Udongo 
invited the team to go to her 
ancestral home controlled by 
witchdoctors. Betty has been 
working with the Diocese of 
Nebbi to establish a church 
and to tear down the altars of 
witchcraft in the home of her 
grandfather. The village met 
us with their parish priest, and 
born-again chief under a large 
tree in the community. Rev. 
Dr. Rob Cornelison preached 
on Elijah and the Prophets 
of Baal asking “how long will 
you go about double minded, 
If Baal (the witchdoctors) are 

God, worship them, but if Jesus is 
Lord worship him.” 25-30 people 
gave their lives to Christ and then the 
Holy Spirit showed up in a powerful 
way to validate the Gospel. We saw 
people delivered from demons, the 
deaf could hear, the blind could 
see, fevers broke, and the lame 
(paralyzed) could walk. When we 
preach Jesus and step out in faith, 
He proves the gospel message and 
reveals His power and authority. 

During training, the ladies ministry time was a very 
powerful time of healing. Many lies of the enemy that 
have impacted identity were uncovered. To remove any 
unforgiveness, self protective vows, generational sin and 
soul ties, the ladies wrote the lies they had believed on 
pieces of paper, and then came out one by one to burn 
these things at the 
foot of the cross. 

As we gathered 
back inside there was 
not a dry eye as they 
sang with all their 
hearts the old hymn 
“Because He Lives” 
Because He lives, I 
can face tomorrow. Because 
He lives, all fear is gone. 
Because I know, I know, He 
holds my future and life is 
worth the living just because 
He lives. Amen!

BREAKING OFF LIES & FINDING HEALINGOUR GOD IS A GOD OF MIRACLES

MINISTRY TO CHILD MOTHERS

The team was able to take in six one-hundred-meter drip irrigation 
systems and nine duffel bags full of personal hygiene kits, and baby 
supplies to support some of the estimated 50,000+ young girls in Uganda 
who were impregnated during the COVID lock-downs. Many of these 
girls were thrown out of their homes or ran away to escape their abusers. 
The Diocese of Northern Uganda, the Diocese of Nebbi, and The Hon. 
Dr. Betty Udongo, the wife of Rev. Canon Festus (Albert) Udongo, have 
schools ministering to these young mothers (as young as 11). 

The team gave the hygiene kits, and baby supplies to Bp. Johnson to 
support child mothers, and the irrigation systems were given to Dr. Betty 
to start growing food for her school that will start in October. Drip irrigation 
systems will provide food security during droughts and dry seasons. 

These systems are significantly easier than hand 
watering and use up to 80% less water since they put 
water directly on the roots of each plant. 

Four of our mission team members were from 
Keystone Community Church in Ada, Michigan. Upon 
their return, the church formally agreed to support fifty 
child mothers and their babies at Dr. Betty’s school!  

Rev. Cornelison Preaching

Members of our Team ministering

Rev. Brandon Grimm 
praying for healing

Wendy Cornelison, Exec Dir. of SEED of Hope Global leading a session



Thanks to the Jesus Film 
Project and your support, we 
were able to donate at least 
two solar rechargeable tablets 
to each of the six diocese and 
Congo represented at the 
training. Jesus Film Donated 
a total of twenty-four Deluxe 
Tablet Kits loaded with the 

Jesus Film and Magdalena: Release from Shame which 
is used in our Stories in Grace intervention.  We were 
able to hand carry 22 Deluxe Tablet Kits into Uganda and 
we will be sending two more into Congo via air freight 
services. These tablets will be used to share the Gospel 
and then to offer healing in Jesus name through the 
Stories in Grace curriculum. Jesus Film and Campus 
Crusade for Christ are very supportive of how we are 
using Magdalena: Released from Shame as part of the 
Ekklesia Healing the Wounds of Trauma Imitative to 
change lives in the name of Jesus Christ. 

D.R. CONGO TEAM TRAINED IN TRAUMA HEALING

Thanks to Ekklesia’s collaboration with New Wineskins Missionary Network,        
Rev. Bisoke and a small team of 3 others were able to fly into Northern Uganda to 
participate in the training. Rev. Bisoke works in five of the UN Internally Displaced 
People (IDP) Camps. His goal is to train an additional 200 “counselors” in the next 
few months to take hope and healing in Jesus name to the traumatized woman and 
children in the camps. 

Our team of trainers, pictured above, were invited 
to the Diocese of Nebbi for a two day retreat after 
completing their training of the ministers.  You can 
imagine how tired they were after thirty hours of travel to 
get to Africa, and then four intense days of doing training 
and ministry!  They were graciously hosted by The Rt. 
Rev. Pons Ozelle Awinjo, and treated like family during 
their stay at the diocese compound.  They spent  one day 
at Prayer Mountain, a prayer retreat center owned by the 
diocese, and  open to all believers. Prayer Mountain has 
nine stations along a mile and a half walk.   Each station 
had a unique stone building designed to focus our time 
with the Lord and our prayers on one specific topic. The 
time was  short, but the spiritual impact was still powerful 
and refreshing. 

RESPITE TO RECHARGEJESUS FILM TABLET KITS

Donate
Ekklesia wants to partner with you to 
meet your goals to address problems 
and needs around the world! Make 
a difference by giving a financial gift 
using the enclosed donation envelope 
or scan the QR Code. With you, we 
are making disciples and quenching 
poverty!


