Foundations: Prayer

Philippians 2:1-4, 12-16

1Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his
love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and
compassionate? 2Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with
each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and
purpose.

3Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as
better than yourselves. *Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an
interest in others, too.

2Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when | was with you. And
now that | am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results
of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. **For God is
working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.

Do everything without complaining and arguing,® so that no one can criticize
you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a
world full of crooked and perverse people. **Hold firmly to the word of life;
then, on the day of Christ’s return, | will be proud that | did not run the race in
vain and that my work was not useless.
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Foundations: Prayer

Philippians 1:3-11 (NLT)

3Every time | think of you, | give thanks to my God. *Whenever | pray, | make
my requests °for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners in
spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until
now. °And | am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will
continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus
returns.

’So, it is right that | should feel as | do about all of you, for you have a special
place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in my
imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News.
8God knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender compassion
of Christ Jesus.

°I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep on
growing in knowledge and understanding. '°For | want you to understand
what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until the
day of Christ’s return. **May you always be filled with the fruit of your
salvation—the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for
this will bring much glory and praise to God.

Foundations: Prayer

Philippians 1:27-30

2’Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a
manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether | come and
see you again or only hear about you, | will know that you are standing
together with one spirit and one purpose, fighting together for the faith,
which is the Good News. Don’t be intimidated in any way by your enemies.
This will be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that you
are going to be saved, even by God himself. ’For you have been given not
only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for
him. 3°We are in this struggle together. You have seen my struggle in the past,
and you know that | am still in the midst of it.



