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To strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ through worship
and fellowship; to be the face of Christ for all.
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WELCOME! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! We are glad you have joined us in
worship today as we celebrate Jesus’ victory over the power of sin and death.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Faith, Worship, Fellowship

Everything you need to participate in worship is printed in this worship booklet.
Bold print = Congregational Responses

Holy Communion is a gift of God's grace. This is the table of the Lord. All are
welcome.

Introduction to the day

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In
today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree
that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured
pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God's reign, the
great surprise is that God's grace finds us first!



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

A TIME OF QUIET REFLECTION
A Time for Meditation & Prayer

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

(We stand as we are able)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your for-
giveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. We take a moment of silence
for self reflection.
Assembly kneels or stands for confession as they are able.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

C: Amen.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your
kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN
(Children will receive a small pack of fruit snack gummies. If allergy sensitive please let Pastor Ben
know to substitute another treat)

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12
R: A reading from 1 Kings.

° At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what | should
give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father
David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit
on his throne today. ' And now, O LorRD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my
father David, although | am only a little child; 1 do not know how to go out or come in. ® And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they can-
not be numbered or counted. ° Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”

%1t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "' God said to him, “Because you have asked
this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, '*1 now do according to your word. Indeed, | give
you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall
arise after you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: 119: 129-136

"”Your de- | crees are wonderful;

therefore | obey them with ! all my heart.
“*When your word is opened ' it gives light;

it gives understanding ' to the simple.

| open my | mouth and pant

because | long for | your commandments.
>Turn to me and be gra- ! cious to me,

as you always do to those who ! love your hame.
“* Order my footsteps ! in your word;

let no iniquity have dominion ! over me.
‘“ Rescue me from those ! who oppress me,

and | will keep | your commandments.
%% Let your face shine up- ! on your servant

and teach | me your statutes.
My eyes shed ! streams of tears,

because people do not ! keep your teaching.




SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39
R: A reading from Romans.

The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. *’ And God, who searches hearts, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

*"We know that aII things work together for good for those who love God, who are called accord-
ing to his purpose. * For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the im-
age of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. ' And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified.

’"What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? **He who did
not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also 9|ve us every-
thing else? *>Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to con-
demn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who al-
so intercedes for us. ** Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or per-
secution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? " As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
*"No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. ** For | am con-
vmced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, * nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We stand as we are able)




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*' [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another garable “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field;* it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”

%*He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

**“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied: then
in h|s joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
“““Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *° on finding one pearl
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
' "Agam the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind;  when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out
the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the

righteous " and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

*'“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.”  And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Pr. Patricia Harris

(We stand as we are able) 9
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Be Thou My Vision
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Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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APOSTLES CREED

A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

11



(We are seated or we kneel)

A: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of cre-
ation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for semi-
nary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and
support diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curi-
osity, and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with
chronic iliness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens,
exhausts, or divides us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the
riches of faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you,
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.
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(We stand as we greet one another with Christ’s blessing of peace)

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING (Responding to God's grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes)
MUSICAL OFFERING

(We stand as sing as the gifts are brought forward)

OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutlieran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It Is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day over-
came death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.
16



(DAVID HASS VERSION)

FOIRIMS PRAYLEK
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (Holy communion is a gift of God's grace and is open to all. Please
come down the center aisle as directed by the ushers to receive the host from the pastor. Gluten
free hosts are available. Receive the wine from the Assisting Minister. Grape juice is available in the
center ring. Return to your seats by the side aisle placing empty cups in receptacle.)
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COMMUNION CANTICLE
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COMMUNION SONG

(SING 2X)

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

ELW 512
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Lord, let my heart be good soil,
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o
o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. =~ When my heart is cold,
04t [—
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warm it with the day.

When my heart is lost,

lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Chutch, Inc., admig. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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COMMUNION SONG (SING 2 X) ELW 460

Now the Silence
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Now the i - lence Now the peace Now the emp -ty hands up-lift - ed
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Now the kneel-ing Now the plea Now the Fa-ther's arms in wel - come
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Now the hear - ing Now the pow'r Now the ves - sel  brimmed  for pour - ing
+ b4 X ] & i
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Now the bod - y Now the blood Now the joy - ful ¢cl - ¢-bra - tion
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Now the wed -ding Now the songs Now the heart for-giv - - en leap - ing
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Now the Spir - it's vis - 1 - ta - tion Now the Son's ¢ -piph - a - ny
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Now the  Fa - ther's bless - ing Now Now Now

Tear Japeday ) Vapla b 1w
Music NOW, Carl B Schalk b juM
Teal aond annag 2 3 P epe 100 bong Corpsany © rrd Steeann, 1 0018 AR phis osensed Used By pernmnaaien
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COMMUNION SONG

(SING 2X)

ELW 472
Eat This Bread
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life
Refran
A = J }_ B

“Eat  this bread.  drink this cup, come 1o me and nev-cr  be hun - gry.
or Je o sus Christ, bread of life.  those who come 1o you will not hun - ger.
. e £ £
p—pp_p p o oo pole f £
Er—— 84 U - — U S
§ e — |t r— > 7 m— 1% .
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Eat this bread,  drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst”
Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord,  those who trust in vou will  not thirst.
. £ > »
— F w ? = o
7 r » i i ? P P }
4 = —— ¥ —F 1 T S S — ;o ;~—

Text: Taizé Community
Music: BERTHIER, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Textamd musey 63 US4 Les Prosses de Taize, GEA Publications, Inc.agent, THM S, Maseo Ave, Chicago, 1160638, W w_amusic.oem,
SOOI 33N AN nghts reserved. Used by pemmission

Dupiicanen wany torm prehibiled suReat peemission o valid licease Treas copynght adnsinis i tor,

21




(When all who desire have received the sacrament, we stand as we are able)

TABLE BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Let us pray,
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

P: Please receive this blessing. May God be with you all, above you to watch over you, beneath you
to carry you, in front of you to lead you, behind you to encourage you, beside you to befriend you,
within you to bring you to eternal life. May God watch between me and thee while we are absent
one from another.
Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING SONG ELW 836

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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I Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thouart giv-ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

EE ST e =

Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be- fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, o-cean-depth of hap - py rest!

e
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;

H— = = I ) B S — F
= e J_,l_"_¢j S

I I 1 I = | ! e

Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, [770-1827, adapt

DISMISSAL
Go share the good news!
With Gods help!

POSTLUDE

23



Please inform Pastor Ben in writing or by phone of any

1) Upcoming medical interventions in which you desire pastoral prayers and/or visitation,
2) Changes to the prayer list,
3) Announcements for the bulletin.

Pastor Ben can be reached by cell at 904-556-6687
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