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                                                 Sunday After Pentecost 
                                                    September 13, 2026 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
2600 Atlantic Avenue 

Fernandina Beach, FL  32034 
  

Church Office: (904) 261-6306 
Church Fax: (904) 261-2034 

Email: poplc.office@gmail.com 
Web site: http://poplcweb.com 

Like us on: www.facebook.com/poplc2 
  

Our Mission 
To strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ through worship 

and fellowship; to be the face of Christ for others. 
  
  

Pastor: Rev. John “Ben” Mandrick 
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WELCOME! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! We are glad you have joined us in  
worship today as we celebrate Jesus’ victory over the power of sin and death. 
  

  
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Faith, Worship, Fellowship 
  

  
  

Everything you need to participate in worship is printed in this worship booklet. 
  

Bold print = Congregational Responses 
 
Holy Communion is a gift of God’s grace. This is the table of the Lord. All are welcome.  
  
  
Introduction to the day  
  
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the 
judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and 
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  

  
A TIME OF QUIET REFLECTION 
A Time for Meditation & Prayer 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRELUDE - Bell Choir   
  
(We stand as we are able) 
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister  
begins. 
  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
  
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
  
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. We take a moment of silence  

for self-reflection. 
Assembly kneels or stands for confession as they are able. 
  
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN           ELW 608 
 

 
 
GREETING 
 P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 A: Let us pray. 
 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

  

  

 
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN 
(Children will receive a small pack of fruit snack gummies. If allergy sensitive please let Pastor Ben know to 
substitute another treat) 

 FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
  

R: A reading from Genesis  
 
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive 
the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the 
crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said 
to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no 
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly 
to them. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13  
  

 [1 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3 who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  
 5 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 7 You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.] 

  8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
  

R: A reading from Romans. 
 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise 
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has 
welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that 
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 
fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those 
who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord 
and give thanks to God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For 
to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother 
or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
  
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
(We stand as we are able) 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife 
and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord 
of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to 
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON: Pastor John “Ben” Mandrick 
 
(We stand as we are able)   
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HYMM OF THE DAY             ACS 1097 
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APOSTLES CREED 
  

A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles Creed: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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(We are seated or we kneel) 
  

A: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. 
A brief silence.  
 
Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to embody 
the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms and 
ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Raise up good and faithful leaders so that all people will benefit from their time in control. Guide 
systems of accountability to serve justice to all equally regardless of wealth or power. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel 
bound by their failures. Remember your children in need, especially those from our prayer list and 
those we name aloud or silently (brief silence). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to 
welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember (name/s, 
and) all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Almighty God, you are our sure foundation and rock of salvation. Draw near to all those who put  
themselves in harms way for the sake of others, especially our military personnel, first responders,  
and those in the medical field. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we 
need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
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(We stand as we greet one another with Christ’s blessing of peace.)  
 
  

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

  
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
  
OFFERING (Responding to God's grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes) 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING - CHOIR 
  
   

OFFERTORY    
  
  
OFFERING PRAYER (Please stand for the offertory prayer) 
P:  Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these 
gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
  
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; whose suffering and death 
gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy   
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

  

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (Holy communion is a gift of God’s grace and is open to all. Please 
come down the center aisle as directed by the ushers to receive the host from the pastor. All bread 
served is gluten free. Receive the wine from the Assisting Minister. Grape juice is available in the 
center ring. Return to your seats by the side aisle placing empty cups in receptacle.) 
  
COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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COMMUNION SONG               ELW 606 
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COMMUNION SONG           ELW 801 
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COMMUNION SONG          ELW 631 
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(When all who desire have received the sacrament, we stand as we are able) 
 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
     Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray, 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P: Please receive this blessing. May God be with you all, above you to watch over you, beneath you 
to carry you, in front of you to lead you, behind you to encourage you, beside you to befriend you,  
within you to bring you to eternal life. May God watch between me and thee while we are absent one 
from another. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING SONG                    ELW 677  
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DISMISSAL 
Go share the good news! 
With Gods help! 
  

POSTLUDE 
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Permissions and copyrights.... 
Liturgy and liturgical music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright @Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under  
Augsburg Fortress/Sundays and Seasons License #SB 172444. Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States. Reprinted.  
  
Sundays and Seasons v.20260106.1024. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI 
License No. 90314418.  
Church Copyright License® Includes access to lyrics in Song Select 90314418 Size A.  
CCLI Streaming License™ 22119626 Size A 
 
 
Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling: Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 Music: THOMPSON. WILL L. Thompson 
 
Ten Thousand Reasons: Text and music © 2011 Thankyou Music (PRS) / Atlas Mountain Songs (BMI) / 
worshiptogether.com Songs (ASCAP) /sixsteps Music (ASCAP), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing.com. All rights reserved. 
 
Our Father, We have Wandered: Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006, Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, Hans 
Leo Hassler, 1564-1612 Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 
 
Change My Heart, O God: Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 Music: CHANGE MY HEART, Eddie Espinosa Text and music 
© 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services 
  
Love Devine, All Loves Excelling Text: Charles Wesley 1707-1788 Music: Rowland H. Pritchard, 1811-1887 
 
This Little Light of Mine:  Text: African American Spiritual Music: THIS JOY, African American Spiritual 

 
End. 
 
 
  


