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Sunday After Pentecost 
September 6, 2026 

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
2600 Atlantic Avenue 

Fernandina Beach, FL  32034 
  

Church Office: (904) 261-6306 
Church Fax: (904) 261-2034 

Email: poplc.office@gmail.com 
Web site: http://poplcweb.com 

Like us on: www.facebook.com/poplc2 
  

Our Mission 
To strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ through worship 

and fellowship; to be the face of Christ for others. 
  
  

Pastor: Rev. John “Ben” Mandrick 
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WELCOME! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! We are glad you have joined us in  
worship today as we celebrate Jesus’ victory over the power of sin and death. 
  

  
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

Faith, Worship, Fellowship 
  

  
  

Everything you need to participate in worship is printed in this worship booklet. 
  

Bold print = Congregational Responses 
 
Holy Communion is a gift of God’s grace. This is the table of the Lord. All are welcome.  
  
  
Introduction to the day  
  
Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the 
world in the Byzantine tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year 
(known as the Feast of the Indiction), in parallel with Rosh Hashanah marking the 
Jewish New Year. Creation in Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and 
through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds all created things. We hear today of the 
triune God who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars, sea monsters, 
creeping things and flying birds—and, yes, even human beings. God-in-Christ still 
takes care of all things and invites us to join in as caretakers of God's good creation.  
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

  

  
A TIME OF QUIET REFLECTION 
A Time for Meditation & Prayer 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRELUDE    POP Band 
  
(We stand as we are able) 
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister  
begins. 
  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
  
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
  
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. We take a moment of silence  

for self reflection. 
Assembly kneels or stands for confession as they are able. 
  
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN           ELW 522 
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GREETING 
 P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
 
And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 A: Let us pray. 
 
 O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

  

  

 
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN 
(Children will receive a small pack of fruit snack gummies. If allergy sensitive please let Pastor Ben know to 
substitute another treat) 

 FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a  
  

R: A reading from Genesis 
 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 
the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light 
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the 
sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light 
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, 
the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 
earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild 
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animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon 
the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 
done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 148  
  

 1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 
  praise God | in the heights. 
 2 Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
 3 Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
 4 Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 
  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
 5 Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they | were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away. 
 7 Praise the LORD| from the earth, 
  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 8 fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God's will; 
 9 mountains | and all hills, 
  fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts | and all cattle, 
  creeping things and | flying birds; 
 11 sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers | of the world; 
 12 young | men and maidens, 
  old and | young together. 
 13 Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah!  
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SECOND READING: ACTS 17:22a, 24-28 
  

R: A reading from Acts. 
 
22a Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 24 “The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 
25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though 
indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 
some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
  
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
(We stand as we are able) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sung 2X) 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 1:1-5 
 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON: Pastor John “Ben” Mandrick 
 
(We stand as we are able)   
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HYMM OF THE DAY             ELW 603 
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APOSTLES CREED 
  

A: We confess our common faith in the words of the Apostles Creed: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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(We are seated or we kneel) 
  

A: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
creation.  
A brief silence.  
 
O God of mystery, mercy, and might, for the church we pray: that churches around the globe 
collaborate in care for the earth, and that all the baptized nurture a zeal for the wellbeing of creation. 
Hear us, O God, source of life. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the earth we pray: that this bounteous creation receive continued divine blessing, that the air be 
wholesome, that the waters be plenteous and clean, that the land be treasured, and that animals be 
protected. Grant that what on earth has been despoiled will be healed.  
Hear us, O God, our creator 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For the nations we pray: that farmers, herders, hunters and grocers provide the food humans need, 
that governments strive in all things for the common good, and that new techniques and Christ like 
morals. lead us toward more responsible ways to live.  
Hear us, O God, our stronghold 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For our country we pray: that national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges be safeguarded, that all 
natural resources benefit the whole population, and that our children see the glory of God reflected in 
God’s creation. 
Hear us, O God, our guardian 
Your mercy is great. 
 
For those in need we pray: that humankind be sheltered from illness and from extreme weather, and 
that all who are sick or suffering receive medical attention and communal support. Give heed to those 
whose names we call out to you especially those we name silently or aloud (brief silence)  
Hear us, O God, our healer 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Almighty God, you are our sure foundation and rock of salvation. Draw near to all those who put  
themselves in harms way for the sake of others, especially our military personnel, first responders,  
and those in the medical field. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer.  
  
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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 (We stand as we greet one another with Christ’s blessing of peace.)  
 
  

PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 

  
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
  
OFFERING (Responding to God's grace, we offer our gifts and our tithes) 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING POP Band 
  
  

(We stand as sing as the gifts are brought forward) 
 OFFERTORY    

 OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these 
gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
  
  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
  
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; whose suffering and death 
gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy   
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) 
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

  

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

  

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

  
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION (Holy communion is a gift of God’s grace and is open to all. Please 
come down the center aisle as directed by the ushers to receive the host from the pastor. All bread 
served is gluten free. Receive the wine from the Assisting Minister. Grape juice is available in the 
center ring. Return to your seats by the side aisle placing empty cups in receptacle.) 
  
COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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COMMUNION SONG                 WOV 783 
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COMMUNION SONG           WOV 748 
 
  
 

 
  



21 
 

 
COMMUNION SONG          WOV 664 
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(When all who desire have received the sacrament, we stand as we are able) 
 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
     Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray, 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift 
of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
P: Please receive this blessing. May God be with you all, above you to watch over you, beneath you 
to carry you, in front of you to lead you, behind you to encourage you, beside you to befriend you,  
within you to bring you to eternal life. May God watch between me and thee while we are absent one 
from another. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING SONG                   ELW 543  

           
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go share the good news! 
With Gods help! 
  

POSTLUDE 
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Sundays and Seasons v.20260106.1024. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Music CCLI 
License No. 90314418.  
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