
Thornapple’s Visionary Plan
From Broken to Beautiful

Fall 2022 Update: Lamenting the Gap Between Heaven and Earth

Thornapple is on a journey. It is a journey deeper 
into the heart of God. It is a journey toward our 
neighbors. It is a journey motivated by love.

We will be walking straight toward the brokenness 
in the world. Our culture tends to turn away from 
loss and suffering but our faith in Jesus compels us 
to look at it and even look for it because sometimes 
it hides. Following Jesus’ example, this journey will 
be staring brokenness in the face and bringing it to 
our God.

Pain is part of being human. Rather than letting it 
become destructive as is its default, we find 
Christianity offers lament as a productive response to 
pain. While it can be uncomfortable and unfamiliar, 
we believe lament is good for us and good for the 
world that doesn’t know what to do with pain.

Our hope is that by becoming more in touch with 
our own brokenness and that around us, our hearts 
will grow and be shaped more like God’s very own 
heart. It was out of love for us that Jesus came to a 
broken world to provide a way for healing and hope. 

Our prayer is that we can offer this same presence 
and be part of the Holy Spirit’s continuing activity of 
making things broken things whole.

           See Lament 101: Definition (on reverse)

The Scriptures provide many resources for lament. 
About a third of the Psalms focus on lament. Many 
famous people in the Bible lamented such as Moses, 
Joshua, David, and Jeremiah. There is even a whole 
book called “Lamentations.” Jesus lamented as he 
entered Jerusalem for the last time, in the garden of 
Gethsemane, and on the cross. Language of lament 
is also found in the book of Revelation.

By May 2023, we will create an artistic 
representation of our collective brokenness. 
This will be a chance for everyone to 
participate. It will serve to “embody” what 
we know to be true, that even our 
brokenness cannot stop God from making 
something beautiful out of it. 

Thornapple’s Visionary Plan



• Typically a 3-5 year process; we started in January 2022

• Includes BOTH the vision for where God is taking us and 
the strategy for how we will get there

• It gives us a dynamic, living, breathing document 
to help guide us on the journey of becoming who God 
wants us to be; includeing milestones we need to meet 
along the way with many steps in the process as we move 
to our ultimate destination 

• It fosters a visionary mindset to keep our eyes on the Big 
Picture of what God has planned

• Calls for transformation and cultivating a culture of Jesus 

• It is so much more than a one-sentence vision statement

What is a visionary plan?

Thornapple’s Visionary Plan Lament 101: Definition
What is lament?
 Lament is… 
  Telling God everything we know
   when things have gone wrong
    because of what God has promised.

Telling God everything we know. Lament involves addressing Almighty God. We, tiny humans, 
get to talk to the immeasurable Divine! And God listens to us, which is amazing when you really 
think about it. Everything we feel, think, sense, and know is “in bounds” for lament. We can bring 
our full experience (God already knows!) without “prettying it up.” We get to be honest about our 
life. Questions. Disappointments. Confusion. Anger. We recognize that our human knowledge is 
always partial. We do not have the full story but we do have our unique story. And that matters to 
God.

When things have gone wrong. “It’s not supposed to be like this” is a doorway to lament. We 
lament suffering, injustice, brokenness, sin, shame, and the like. Heaven is where God is fully the 
reigning king and all is right. We can imagine such a reality is possible but we clearly know it is not 
now on earth. Perhaps there was a time like this (Genesis 1-2) and/or there will be (Revelation 
21-22). Jesus invites us to pray for God’s will to be done “on earth as it is in heaven.” Lament 
acknowledges this gap between heaven and earth.

Because of what God has promised. Christian lament only makes sense because of what God 
has said and done. God made a covenant with Israel and that covenant takes on new meaning in 
Christ. The covenant includes conditions for blessing and curses. Sometimes calamity befalls us 
because of our sinful rebellion. Sometimes others sin against us. Sometimes we are waiting for 
what God has promised to come true. Sometimes it makes no sense to us. Lament subtly relies on 
the steadfastness of God’s loving relationship with us even when things look like God is not coming 
through. It is a posture of hope, even when it is blind.

Get all the details 
about our vision:
thornapple.org/visioning


