
What is lament?
Lament is…  Telling God everything we know when things 

have gone wrong because of what God has promised.

Thornapple’s Visionary Plan
Broken AND Beautiful

Lent 2023 Update: Lamenting the Gap Between Heaven and Earth

Lament is an ongoing part of being human. At times lament is at 
the forefront of our experience. At other times it seems to take a 
backseat to the regular rhythms of life or, even better, to the joyful, 
hopeful seasons. However, whether we are experiencing our own 
lament or not, we can always stand in partnership with those who are 
suffering. Practicing lament means we tell God when things are not as 
they should be in our own life AND when we see the suffering of others. 

This is why lament has always held an important place in the Psalms 
and in Christian worship. One day we will no longer lament the gap 
between heaven and earth, but we are not yet there. 

Part of lament is recognizing the part we play in causing the suffering of 
others. This is also called repentance. By recognizing where we fall 
short, we lament that we sometimes cause harm to others. 
When we repent and turn from sin we recognize that sin is not 
something “out there in the world”, it is right here in me. The good news 
is that when we repent of our sins, we receive grace and are able to pour 
out love in return. This is part of God’s good kingdom work that helps 
bridge the gap between heaven and earth. 

Thornapple’s Visionary Plan

In May we will 
create an artistic 
piece together 
that recognizes 

our personal 
and collective 
brokenness. 
This artistic 

representation will 
celebrate the beauty 
that God can create 

out of our 
brokenness. 



• Typically a 3-5 year process; we started in January 2022

• Includes BOTH the vision for where God is taking us and 
the strategy for how we will get there

• It gives us a dynamic, living, breathing document 
to help guide us on the journey of becoming who God 
wants us to be; includeing milestones we need to meet 
along the way with many steps in the process as we move 
to our ultimate destination 

• It fosters a visionary mindset to keep our eyes on the Big 
Picture of what God has planned

• Calls for transformation and cultivating a culture of Jesus 

• It is so much more than a one-sentence vision statement

What is a visionary plan?

Thornapple’s Visionary Plan Practicing Lament During Lent
There are many ways to practice lament during Lent. 
Lent is an opportunity to recognize our deep need for 
Jesus’ work on the cross. We do not get to Resurrection 
Sunday without going through the season of Lent. 
The three traditional spiritual practices of Lent are 
fasting, alms giving (generosity), and prayer. 

By fasting, we recognize our deep dependence on God. We say 
to our bodies that it is God who sustains us. It also provides us with 
an opportunity to discover what controls us. As we set aside 
something we enjoy (meals, sweets, coffee, social media, etc), we 
learn more about submitting ourselves to the Lordship of Christ. 

By giving alms or expressing generosity, we participate in 
God’s work to bring mercy and justice to the world. Generosity is a 
characteristic of discipleship because Jesus regularly spoke about 
giving away money. When we lament the ills of the world, we must 
also take action. Growing in generosity is a spiritual practice that not 
only helps those in need, it reminds us that our treasure is in the 
kingdom of God. 

By praying, we speak to God about how we have neglected 
to live holy lives. We repent for what we have done and what we 
have left undone. In prayer we ask for his mercy so that we may no 
longer sin, contributing to the brokenness of the world. We seek 
God’s help in being people who are made beautiful and participate 
in beautiful kingdom building.

Get all the details 
about our vision:
thornapple.org/visioning

Then the word of the Lord 
came to me. He said, 

“Can I not do with you, 
Israel, as this potter does?” 

declares the Lord. 
“Like clay in the hand 

of the potter, so are you 
in my hand, Israel.”

Jeremiah 18:5-6


