
Hearing God’s Voice
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”

John 10:27

It is an inheritance and promise that we, as children of God, will hear the voice of our
Father, our Shepherd, our Lord! His desire to speak to us is greater than our desire to hear
Him, and He is constantly speaking. Our challenge is (and always has been) tuning in to
hear him speak. Imagine an old radio. When we switch it on, all we get is static unless we
tune into a radio station. The radio station is broadcasting all the time, we just weren’t
tuned into it. But we finally hear it when we tune into the right frequency!

It is the same with God’s voice. He is always speaking and the invitation is for us to learn
how to tune to the “right frequency” so we could hear Him. Learning to hear His voice is a
process and a journey. Do not be anxious in this learning process. Just come with a heart
that rests on His goodness and His love, and take a step forward. This journey will require
practice and repetition, but the fruit is so sweet, you will want to come back again and
again to taste it :)!

Some truths to remember as you begin this journey:
About God…

● A good Father (John 17, Luke 15)
● The good Shepherd (Psalm 95:7, Ezekiel 34, John 10)
● Has spoken since the beginning, and even created by speaking (Genesis 1, John 1)
● Is our Helper (John 14:26)

About you and me…
● God’s children (Romans 8)
● God’s sheep (Psalm 95:7, Ezekiel 34, John 10)
● Created for relationship with God (Genesis 3:8, 1 John 1:3)
● Have the mind of Christ and are clothed in the power of the Holy Spirit (1

Corinthians 2:6-16, Luke 24:49)



Nature of God’s Voice
This material is excerpted from Encountering God by Rick and Diane Bewsher, Antioch Community Church.

The Litmus Test
● The nature of God’s thoughts will be spontaneous and positive, usually in the first

person.
● It will affirm the character of the Holy Spirit - Encourager, Comforter, Teacher,

Guide, Healer, Counselor, Revealer of Truth.
● It will reflect the fruit of the Spirit - loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, gentle

(Galatians 5).
● His words will not violate scripture but easily align with scripture.

Further Indicators:
● When received, His words bring healing, freedom and life-transformation with

strength and joy to walk them out.
● God’s voice within you will not eradicate your personality or manner of speech (1

Corinthians 6:17). It may sound like you – your flavor.
● His words are light, gentle and easily cut off by any exertion of our own thoughts

and will, so we must honor the flow (John 7:38) over and above self-effort.
● His words may address sin or be a gentle rebuke that will produce a longing for

restoration.

Now, let’s begin this journey of hearing God’s voice!



4 KEYS/STEPS TO HELP YOU HEAR GOD’S VOICE

A BIBLICAL PATTERN
Stop - Look - Listen - Write
IN HABAKKUK: I WILL TAKE MY STAND AT MY WATCHPOST (STOP), AND STATION MYSELF ON THE
TOWER, AND LOOK OUT TO SEE (LOOK) WHAT HE WILL SAY TO ME (LISTEN) AND WHAT I WILL
ANSWER CONCERNING MY COMPLAINT. AND THE LORD ANSWERED ME: “WRITE THE VISION
(WRITE); MAKE IT PLAIN ON TABLETS, SO HE MAY RUN WHO READS IT.

IN JOHN’S REVELATION: I WAS IN THE SPIRIT ON THE LORD’S DAY (STOP), AND I HEARD BEHIND
ME A VOICE (LISTEN) LIKE A TRUMPET, SAYING, “WRITE (WRITE) WHAT YOU SEE (LOOK) IN A
BOOK...”

STOP - QUIET YOURSELF DOWN
Relax! Get comfortable; remove distractions (outer and inner); (write ‘to do’ things down so
you can come back to them late; put your phone on silent mode); sometimes quiet worship
music can help; or go for a walk or connect with creation somehow. But the goal is to
position yourself away from the things that will get in the way of you listening to God’s
voice. It will also require you to be intentional about stopping everything you are doing or
tempted to do, and to listen instead.

LOOK - FIX YOUR EYES ON JESUS
It may help to spend a few moments in praise of worship, turning your attention to Jesus.
You may repeat a simple Scripture verse a few times - “I love you, O Lord, my strength.” Or
a short prayer like the ‘Jesus prayer’ – “Lord Jesus, have mercy on me your child”. Maybe
you want to imagine yourself in a story with Jesus, e.g. Jesus is walking with disciples on the
road to Emmaus... imagine you are walking alongside them. Use your God-given
imagination and other means to help you focus on Jesus during this listening time. In that
quiet space, tell God you desire to hear His voice. Say as Samuel did, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10b)

LISTEN - TUNE TO FLOW
Now trust the Lord will speak to you. You may leave the time open for God to speak
whatever He wants to say to you, or you can ask specific questions like - how do You want
me to love You today? What word/promise do you want to give me for 2022? Can You show
me how You see me today? Who do You want to be for me?



There are different ways God speaks. It may come in scriptures, a picture, a feeling, an
inner voice, a song. God is creative. So don’t limit how He may want to speak to you.

WRITE - WRITE IT DOWN
Write down (or dictate into your phone) what you think God is saying. Do not stop to try
and figure out whether it is God or not, unless it clearly contradicts the nature of God’s
voice as listed out at the beginning of this guide. We will do further discernment
afterwards. For now, just write what comes to your mind, and enter into a dialogue with
Jesus - what do you mean by that? Can you tell me more about this? Let this dialogue
continue until you sense you have received all that God wants to tell you for now. End this
time with prayer of thanks - thanking God for being with you, loving you by speaking to you.
Ask Him to guide you as you continue to discern and respond to what He says to you.

Discern What You Hear
“Test all things; hold fast what is good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:21)

It is important to always take time to discern and test what we hear, both on our own and
with others in our trusted community. Here are some questions to ask in this discernment
process:

● Is it scriptural?
● Does it display the nature & character of God?
● What is the Spirit telling your inward witness? Does it resonate or do you feel

uncomfortable in your spirit? (John 10:2-5)
● What do people around you (trusted community and leaders) discern about the

word?
● Does it glorify God? Does it make you love God/others more?

Responding to God’s Voice
After you have discerned and are certain what you hear is from the Lord, it’s time to
respond! There are several ways to respond:



● If it’s a word that requires an active response, obey it! Commit to do it by a certain
time - don’t wait too long! Ask others to keep you accountable if needed.

● If it’s a word that requires further understanding, set aside time to bring the word
back to God and ask Him to speak on it further.

● If it’s a promise or prophetic word, is it conditional? For example, if God says you will
lead 10 people to Christ in another country, it won’t happen if you do not have a
passport that allows you to travel and/or you don’t take a trip to that country. So,
your first step of obedience and to see this promise come to pass is to get a
passport!

● If it’s a promise or prophetic word that does not seem to have conditions to it, stand
in faith and commit it to prayer regularly until you see it come to pass.


