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Each day includes opportunities for you to engage in 
the Advent season:
• Bible Reading. Read the story from The Jesus 

Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones, The Biggest 
Story Bible Storybook by Kevin DeYoung, or from 
the Bible itself. 

• Reflection with Discussion Questions. Read 
through the reflection and stop at the italicized 
questions to discuss how you have seen God work 
in your life and how the stories apply to you today. 

• Activity. Reflect on the story of God’s faithfulness 
by trying a short activity to apply it to your life. 

When we think of Advent, it’s easy to think of the calendars filled with 
chocolate, toys, or other goodies that give us a treat every day of 
December to count down the days until Christmas. In some ways, these 
calendars are doing exactly what they are supposed to do: they get us 
excited and fill us with anticipation for December 25. But in other ways, 
they miss the mark completely. 

Advent is a time in the church calendar when we prepare our hearts 
for the coming of Christ at Christmas. It is a time of anticipation and 
expectation as we wait to celebrate the coming of our Savior. As we look 
forward to Christmas, we look back and celebrate the ways God has 
already been faithful to His people. 

During this Advent season, we hope you’ll join us on a journey of looking 
back through the Bible to see how God has been faithful to His people. 
We will read through many of the stories in the Old Testament and 
search for Jesus in each story. As we do so, it’s our prayer that you’ll 
have deep conversations in your homes about how these stories of 
God’s faithfulness apply to your lives today. 

We look forward to being in the Word together as we look back, 
search for Jesus, and prepare our hearts to celebrate His coming on 
Christmas.

IntroductionIntroduction
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Each story in the Bible points to Jesus as the Savior who saves His 
people from their sins. Even when the people mess up, God’s still 
there loving them. Each of these stories can teach us about God and 
ourselves. We just need to have ears to listen and hearts that are ready 
to receive what He has to say. 
During this Advent season, we’ll read a different Bible story every day 
as we prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas day. As 
we read these stories, be on the lookout for how God is working and for 
how the story points to Jesus and our need for a Savior. 

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The story and the song” (p. 12)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Introduction” (p. 12)
Bible: Hebrews 11:1-12:3

Are you ready for Christmas? What are you doing 
to prepare?

What’s your favorite story in the Bible? Why is it 
your favorite?

Is your stocking “hung by the chimney with care”? Have you “decked 
the halls”? Is it “beginning to look a lot like Christmas”? This time of 
year it’s easy to be busy decorating our houses, buying and wrapping 
presents, and singing Christmas carols. But are we preparing our 
hearts? 

Churches all over the world observe a time called Advent starting 
today and leading up to Christmas to get excited about Jesus and the 
celebration of His birth. We want to be as ready for Jesus as we are for 
the presents we may have under our trees. 

One way we can prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ birth is by 
reading the stories of the Old Testament. There we meet many men, 
women, and even kids whom God uses to make a difference.

Remove one piece from a puzzle before completing it. 
Reflect on how Jesus “is like the missing piece in a puzzle–
the piece that makes all the other pieces fit together, and 
suddenly you can see a beautiful picture” (Lloyd-Jones 17).

December 1December 1
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What’s your favorite thing God made?

Why did God call humans “very good”?

What gifts has God given you that you can use to 
show His glory?

As humans, we’re created in God’s image: “We were made to be 
pictures of God’s glory–living, breathing statues whose work in the 
world is to show that this place belongs to God and to tell everyone 
what he is like” (DeYoung 15). He made us special! And part of that 
specialness involves showing God’s glory to other people and telling 
them what God is like. 

God has prepared unique ways for each of us to show His glory (Eph. 
2:10). It might be through your smile or your kindness or your art or 
your hard work…God has made each of us unique, but we all have the 
same purpose: to make Him known!

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The beginning: a perfect home” (p. 18)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “And So It Begins” (p. 16)
Bible: Genesis 1-2

God created everything around us: you, me, the mountains, the 
bumblebees, the ocean, strawberries, everything.

As we move through this Advent season, look for ways to use those gifts 
to give glory to God!

Yup, God made that too. Isn’t it cool how God made so many things, and 
He made them all so different? We worship a creative God who takes joy 
in His creation. After He made everything, God “saw that it was good.” 
And when He created humans, He called them “very good.” At that point, 
everything was perfect. There was no fighting, no sin, nobody letting 
anyone down. Just perfection.

Take a walk and look at all the things God has made. Get 
up-close to even the smallest leaves or bugs, and look at 
their complexity. Praise God for making a beautiful and 
“good’’ earth.
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As Christians, we need to practice making our ears hear what God is 
saying rather than what other people want us to do. This is why we focus 
so much on reading the Bible and praying. We want to know the truth 
about what God really did say. 
After Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they knew that they’d done something 
wrong. They felt ashamed, made themselves clothes, and even tried to 
hide from God.

When we feel these things, it’s because deep down, we know what’s 
right. We know what God has said, and we know we have sinned. But you 
know what? Even though Adam and Eve disobeyed, God still loved them. 
This love had consequences, but it also came with a promise: He would 
someday come back and crush that serpent. And He did! God sent Jesus 
to this earth to crush Satan and conquer sin by dying on the cross. As we 
look toward Christmas, we look for Jesus, our Savior who conquered this 
serpent so we can have new life in Him, even when we make mistakes.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The terrible lie” (p. 28)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “A Very Bad Day” (p. 24) 
Bible: Genesis 3

How do you decide if you’re going to listen to what 
someone tells you to do?

How do you feel when you make a mistake? Do you find 
yourself ashamed, trying to cover it up, or trying to hide?

Remember that perfect world we read about yesterday? When God placed 
Adam and Eve in it, He gave them one rule: don’t eat from one special tree 
He placed in the center of the garden. That’s it. They could eat from any 
other tree, but not this one. 
But then Satan, in the form of a snake, entered the picture, and he created 
doubt in Adam and Eve. He asked, “Did God really say…” (Genesis 3:1). 
Satan twisted God’s words, making Eve doubt what God said. Eventually, 
Eve believed what Satan had to say, and she decided to do what she 
wanted to do.

Bible verses provide the truth of what God “really did say.” Pick 
one that you want to remember and write it on a notecard. Place 
a piece of candy out in front of you for the day, but don’t eat it. 
Every time you are tempted to eat it, read your Bible verse and 
thank God for giving us His words to carry in our hearts.

December 3December 3
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As if it wasn’t hard enough obeying God, God asked Noah to do 
something a little crazy: build an ark, bring two of every kind of animal 
in it, lock himself and his family in it, and wait for the rain. Noah had to 
once again listen to God and obey him, even if he seemed a little crazy 
to those around him.

But God had a plan. He was using the ark to rescue Noah and his 
family from the sinful world. Before Noah built the ark, God promised 
that He would save them–and He did. This rescuing of Noah and his 
family from the sin in the world points to how God would rescue us from 
the sin in the world through Jesus. 
During this Advent season, as you see rainbows in the sky, remember 
how God rescued Noah and his family and how He rescues us through 
Jesus.

December 4December 4
Jesus Storybook Bible: “A new beginning” (p. 38)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: ”Rain, Rain, Go Away” (p. 34)
Bible: Genesis 6:11-22, 7:1-5, 17-24, 9:8-16

Have you ever felt like everyone else was doing 
something, but you knew it wasn’t right? What 

happened? How did you feel?

What do you do as a Christian that seems “a little crazy” 
to those around you?

Adam and Eve may have been the first humans to not listen to what God 
said, but they weren’t the last. By the time Noah came around, everyone 
had forgotten God, and everyone was doing what they felt was right. But 
not Noah. Even though the whole world was doing what they wanted, 
Noah stayed strong and followed God.

Make a rainbow! Place a mirror inside of a glass of water 
and bring it into a dark room. Shine a flashlight at the mirror, 
and watch the rainbow appear. Praise God for His promise 
to rescue us! 
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What would you want to be known for being 
the best at? 

How do you think you can use your talents to 
give God glory?

The people were hoping that their tower would help them reach heaven, 
make a name for themselves, and that people would be so impressed 
that they wouldn’t have to be spread out throughout the whole earth 
(Genesis 11:4). But God had a different plan. Instead, He came to 
earth, gave them the name Babel, and confused their language so that 
they would be spread throughout the earth. 

As we look toward Christmas we look to another time when God 
came to Earth (this time as a baby). In Jesus’ ministry, He gave us, 
His people, a command to make His name known among the nations 
(Matthew 28:19). We can use the talents and gifts He has given us to 
do just that!

Jesus Storybook Bible: “A giant staircase to heaven” (p. 48)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “A Table and a Tower” (p. 44)
Bible: Genesis 11

From Noah’s family, God added new people to the Earth. But these new 
people also struggled to let God be in control. They wanted to make a 
name for themselves, to be the best, and to be known for it.

It’s likely that God did actually make you good at that thing. God 
wants to see us use the talents and abilities He has given us, but 
unlike the people of Babel, it shouldn’t be to show everyone how 
good we are. He gives us all talents and skills to give Him glory, not 
ourselves.

Make a plan to use your talent to give God glory. Take some 
time to practice that activity today, and while you do so, 
thank God for giving you that talent.

December 5December 5
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Do you think you’d respond like Abram or Sarai? Would 
you believe this “ridiculous” promise, or would you laugh?

When have you seen God do something that seemed 
hard to believe?

But God is bigger than what we think is possible; He can do anything He 
wants. And God made good on His promise. Abram and his wife Sarai had 
kids and their kids had kids and their kids had kids… and on and on.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “Son of laughter” (p. 56)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Father of Nations” (p. 48) 
and “Let’s Make a Deal” (p. 54)
Bible: Genesis 12:1-8, 15:1-6, 18:10-15

God also gave more promises to Abram. First, God would make Abram’s 
name great (quite the contrast to the people of Babel doing it themselves, 
huh?). Abram would be blessed (that sounds great, doesn’t it?). Those 
who cursed Abram would be cursed (Yes! God fights our battles for us!). 
And finally, God promised that the whole earth would be blessed through 
him. 
This last promise would come true many, many generations later when 
a baby was born who would rescue people from their sins. Yup–Jesus! 
Even waaaaaay back here in Genesis, God is creating a promise to send 
Jesus to rescue us. Abram believed God’s promise, but it didn’t come true 
right away. Abram and Sarai waited 25 more years before their son Isaac 
was born! The anticipation of 25 days of Advent doesn’t seem so long in 
comparison to that.

After God spread people throughout the world at the tower of Babel, 
He made an interesting promise to make one man, Abram, “into a great 
nation” (Genesis 12:2). He told Abram (who later became Abraham) that 
he was going to have a lot of kids and grandkids and great grandkids: as 
many as the stars in the sky. But this promise sounded a bit ridiculous. 
After all, Abram was 75 years old! And yet, Abram still believed what God 
said was true. On the other hand, Sarai, his wife, laughed. It just seemed 
too ridiculous to be true.

Go outside and look at the stars. Try to count them even. Praise 
God for keeping His promise to Abram and sending His son 
Jesus so that the whole world would be blessed.
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This is just one story of many in the Bible where God steps in and offers 
something else as a sacrifice instead of what we deserve. 

As we look toward Advent we look toward the birth of one of these 
sacrifices. Even though we deserve death because of our sins, God 
offered another sacrifice instead: He sent His son Jesus to earth to die 
so that we might live.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The present” (p. 62)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “It’s a Boy!” (p. 62)
Bible: Genesis 22

What’s your most precious belonging that you 
would have a hard time giving up?

How have you seen God provide for you?

In the 25 years between God’s promise to Abram and the birth of his 
son Isaac, a lot happened. Abram and Sarai got new names: Abraham 
and Sarah. They moved. They had some family drama. And through it 
all, God kept asking: do you trust me? And then God asked something 
even harder: He asked Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. And still, 
Abraham trusted God. Even though he loved Isaac a lot, he was willing 
to give what he loved to God.

Thankfully, the story doesn’t end there. God stepped in and stopped 
Abraham from sacrificing Isaac just in time. God saw that Abraham 
trusted him, and God provided something else for Abraham and Isaac 
to sacrifice: a ram who got caught in the bush.

Take your most precious item, and hide it away for a day or a 
week. Think about what it felt like to give up that item, even if 
it was temporary. Thank God for continually offering sacrifices 
on our behalf, especially in the form of Jesus.

December 7December 7



9

December 8December 8

How does this promise, which is still true for us today, impact 
how you approach your day?

What would you ask your uncle for after a month 
of hard work?

Jacob didn’t tell him an amount of money. He said he wanted a wife! 
He wanted to marry Rachel, who was super pretty. And in exchange, he 
told Laban he’d work for seven more years. Laban agreed, but on the 
wedding day, he did a switcheroo and had Jacob marry Leah instead. 
So Jacob had to go back to work and put in another seven years before 
he could marry Rachel! Jacob loved Rachel more than he loved Leah. 

But God still loved Leah. God saw her and knew her pain. In order to 
show her that, God allowed Leah to have four sons: Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi, and Judah. Even though the world didn’t appreciate Leah for who 
she was, God did. He created her for a purpose. You see, one day, 
her offspring would give birth to another son: Jesus. As we look toward 
Advent, thank God for being a God who sees us, knows our pains, and 
blesses us, even when the world around us doesn’t appreciate who we 
are.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The girl no one wanted” (p. 70)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Blessing in the Night” (p. 70)
Bible: Genesis 28:10-15, 29:14-35

Issac’s son was Jacob, and Jacob really, really didn’t get along with his 
brother Esau. It was so bad that Isaac sent Jacob to go live with Uncle 
Laban and look for a wife. Along the way, Jacob had a dream. He dreamt 
that there were ladders to heaven and angels were going up and down 
the ladder. God used the dream to tell Jacob, “I am with you and will 
watch over you wherever you go” (Genesis 28:15).

At his uncle’s house, Jacob was put to work. After a month of hard work, 
his Uncle Laban recognized Jacob’s hard work, and he offered to pay him 
and asked Jaocb what he’d like to earn.

Go outside and find a squirrel. Watch it wherever it goes for as 
long as you can. Reflect on how God is with you and takes the 
time and care to watch over you wherever you go.
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When we don’t like something, it’s easy to take it out on others, even 
the people we love like our brothers and sisters. And when somebody 
does something mean to us, we’re too quick to just do something mean 
back. But even though Joseph’s brothers did a really, really mean thing, 
Joseph forgave them. 

Part of the reason Joseph could forgive his brothers is that he 
recognized that God was working in the background to make a bad 
situation really good. Joseph had a lot of hard things happen to him 
between when his brothers threw him in the pit and when he ended 
up working under Pharaoh, but God was there, making the pieces fit 
together. And because Joseph ended up in Egypt, he was able to help 
feed a lot of people when there wasn’t much food available. 

During this Advent season, be on the lookout for how God is working 
behind the scenes to make all things, even the hard things, work out for 
good. God did this by sending His son Jesus, and He continues to work 
things out for our good every day (Romans 8:28).

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The forgiving prince” (p. 76)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Joseph’s Mean Brothers 
and What God Meant to Do” (p. 74)
Bible: Genesis 37:3-11, 17-28, 42:1-8, 45:1-7

Who’s the favorite kid in your family?

Are you ever mean to your siblings? Why?

There’s probably not actually a favorite kid in your family, but in 
Joseph’s there was. Jacob loved Joseph most of all, and he wasn’t 
afraid to show it. Joseph’s brothers hated him for it, and so they were 
really mean to him. 

Do something nice for one of your brothers or sisters without 
him or her knowing. Watch to see if they notice, and think 
about how God is working for our good… even if we don’t 
notice it!

December 9December 9
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How do you respond when you have to go through hard things? 
Do you cry out to God?

Have you ever been afraid to do something God has asked 
you to do?

Moses was afraid, but God reminded him that He would be with him, just like 
He was with his ancestors. When we’re afraid to do what God asks us to do, 
we can rest in this same promise: God will be with us, just like He was with 
Moses. When Moses presses God for more information, God tells Moses, “I 
AM WHO I AM.” By saying this, God emphasizes that He has been… is… 
and always will be God–His plans and His way will always prevail. 
As we look toward Christmas, we look toward another person God has sent 
to deliver us. God sent Jesus to deliver us from our sins and give us freedom 
from being slave to them. And when we allow God to deliver us, we are also 
given the Holy Spirit who is always with us, just as God has promised, giving 
us the strength to do even the scary things God asks us to do.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “God to the rescue!” (p. 84)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “God Raises Up a Deliverer” (p. 80)
Bible: Exodus 2:23-3:20

It didn’t take long for the Egyptians to forget all of the great things that 
Joseph had done for them. The Israelites became Egyptian slaves and 
endured a lot of oppression–even the killing of their baby boys. In their pain, 
the people of Israel cried out to God. This doesn’t necessarily mean there 
were tears. It means that they told God, “We can’t do this on our own–we 
need You!”

When the people cried out to God, He heard them and remembered the 
covenant He had made with Abraham, and He “saw the people of Israel—
and God knew” (Exodus 2:25). When we cry out to God, He hears us, He 
sees us, and He knows us. Isn’t that awesome? 
And not only that, God acts in response to our prayers. In this story, God 
responded by appearing to Moses in a burning bush (that didn’t actually 
burn) and telling him that He wanted to use him to deliver His people out of 
Egypt. Moses was scared–and not just by the fact that a burning bush was 
talking to him. This was a scary thing God was asking him to do!

Take some time to “cry out to God” about a prayer you have 
today. Thank God for hearing us, seeing us, knowing us, and 
acting in response to our prayers.
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Even though it was a longer way, God took them that way for a reason. He 
didn’t want people to see war, change their minds, and return to Egypt. He 
knew (and knows) a better way.
God led the Israelites the whole way in the form of a cloud moving in front of 
them during the day and a fire at night. God was right there with them, every 
step of the way. This seemed really great until that brought them to the edge 
of the Red Sea with the Egyptians coming to attack them. It seemed like 
there was no way out. 

Jesus Storybook Bible: “God makes a way” (p. 92)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Free at Last” (p. 84)
Bible: Exodus 13:17-15:21

Are you more about the journey or the destination? Would you 
be okay taking the long way? Or would you be frustrated that it 

wasn’t the quickest way home?

Have you ever felt like you were stuck? Did God provide a 
way?

After 10 terrible plagues, Pharaoh finally decided to let the people go. The 
shortest way home was through the land of the Philistines, but God didn’t 
want them to go that way. Instead, He took them the long way home, 
through the wilderness toward the Red Sea.

Even when we feel completely stuck, God can find a way. In this case, He 
made the sea actually divide in two so that the people could walk across 
the dry land. And then when the Egyptians went through, God let the sea go 
back to being a sea, and it swallowed up the Egyptians. 
God had a plan. It might not have seemed logical (or possible), but God 
knew the way He wanted His people to go. And so, God led them that way. 
He was there every step of the way. On the other side of the Red Sea, the 
people rejoiced, thanking God for making a way, even when they didn’t 
know how it could be possible. 
As we look toward the birth of Jesus, we look to another instance where God 
would save His people from a seemingly impossible situation. Even though 
we are sinful people (as people have been since Adam and Eve), God sent 
Jesus to conquer sin and rise again from the dead!

Find a maze in one of your coloring books or on the Internet. 
Complete it, and with every dead end you face, thank God for 
preparing a way and leading us in that direction.

December 11December 11



13

December 12December 12

Do you like having rules to follow? Why or why not? 

How does it impact your thinking that these rules are a response 
to our rescue rather than so that we can be rescued? 

God gave us the 10 Commandments as a way to live in union with Him 
and the people around us. They’re actually for our benefit. And these rules 
were just the start. The Bible lists chapters and chapters and chapters of 
rules to follow. 

Thankfully, God also knows that as hard as we may try to follow the rules, 
we just can’t do it. We make mistakes, and we sin. As we look toward 
Christmas, we look for Jesus, whose death on the cross and resurrection 
covers us every single time we break one of these rules. We’re still called 
to obey, but God has made a way for our forgiveness even when we 
don’t.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “Ten ways to be perfect” (p. 100)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Way to Stay Free” (p. 92)
Bible: Exodus 19:1-6, 20:1-21

Free at last! The Israelites were free from the Egyptians, so they could do 
whatever they wanted, right? Wrong. Instead, God gave them a bunch of 
rules: the 10 Commandments.

First, God rescued them, then He gave them the rules. God wanted His 
people to know their rescuing wasn’t about anything they had done. 
Instead, God said that since He brought them out of Egypt and to Himself, 
He was giving them these rules to live in covenant with Him. They’re to 
show people that we belong to and serve God.

Think about 3-5 rules that are important in your home. Discuss 
why these rules are necessary and why they were put in place. 
Thank God for rescuing us and for giving us instructions on 
how to live in union with Him.
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God still wants us to go to Him for our needs, to follow Him (even when it’s a 
seemingly odd request), and to worship Him only. As we look for Jesus this 
Advent season, we look toward another promise of a Promised Land which 
really will make our lives perfect. Through Jesus and His death on the cross, 
we have access to heaven: the ultimate Promised Land.

Now there was just one thing standing between the Israelites and the 
promised land: Jericho. And once again, God gave the Israelites a strange 
plan. They had to walk around the city for seven days, and on the seventh 
day, they were to walk around the city seven times. The first six times, they 
were to walk in silence, and on the seventh time around, they were supposed 
to shout, and then the city would be turned over to them. The plan sounded 
strange, but the people obeyed. 
And it worked! The walls of Jericho came tumbling down and the Israelites 
captured the city and entered the promised land. Because that’s the thing 
about God’s plans: they work, even if they seem peculiar to us and to the 
people around us. 
However, reaching this promised land didn’t suddenly make their lives perfect. 
The people still struggled to go to God for all their needs and to worship Him 
only.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The warrior leader” (p. 108)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Walls Came Tumbling 
Down” (p. 118)
Bible: Joshua 6

Who do you ask when you need something?

Do you consider yourself a patient person? Could you 
happily wait 40 years for something you’d been promised?

God appointed Joshua as the next leader of the Israelites, and, after 
40 years wandering in the desert after their time in Egypt, it was finally 
time to enter the promised land!

Walk around your block (or the perimeter of your home) seven 
times. Walk in silence for the first six times and think about how 
hard it is to wait to talk for six times around the block (let alone 40 
years). On the seventh time, talk together about what that felt like 
and what it’s like for you to follow a God who sometimes asks us 
to do peculiar things.

December 13December 13
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What’s something you feel like everyone else has that you 
want?

How does it change your prayers knowing that God is willing to 
give us what we ask, even if He doesn’t think it’s the best idea?

Things were good for a little while, but then Saul stopped listening to 
God. Saul looked strong and mighty on the outside, his heart wasn’t 
“after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14). So instead, God used Samuel 
to appoint a new king: David. David might have looked small and 
scrawny on the outside, but he had a heart that followed God. 

As we look to Christmas, we look to the coming of another King who 
didn’t look strong or mighty on the outside. The Jews were expecting 
their Savior to come fighting, ready to take over the Romans. But God 
had a different plan. God sent King Jesus as a baby, born in a manger. 
Yet, even though this baby seemed small and powerless, Jesus had the 
power to save the people (and us!) from their sins.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The teeny, weenie… true king” (p. 116)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Rise & Fall of King Saul” (p. 144)
Bible: 1 Samuel 8

As time progressed, the Israelites realized that they weren’t like all the 
other nations. Everyone else had a king, and they wanted one too.

The prophet Samuel didn’t like the idea, but he prayed to God for their 
request anyway. God told Samuel that this was the people’s way of 
rejecting God as their true King. However, God was willing to give it to 
them if that’s what they really wanted… after Samuel warned them about 
all the bad parts of having a king. So Samuel warned the Israelites, but 
they didn’t care–they wanted a king like everyone else! And so, God gave 
them a king.

Look at the presents under the tree. Some are likely wrapped 
nice and neat with a pretty bow, while others look like they were 
wrapped in a hurry or by your little brother. Think about how 
this outward appearance doesn’t really matter. It’s what on the 
inside that actually makes a difference. The same is true with 
our hearts!
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As we search for Jesus this Advent season, we continue to see a God 
who saves. Jesus has come to fight (and conquer!) our battle with sin. 

For forty days, every morning and every evening Goliath would taunt the 
Israelites until young David, a shepherd, came to the battlefield on an 
errand for his dad. When David saw that everyone was afraid of Goliath, 
he started asking questions, including “Who is this person who defies the 
armies of the living God?” David knew the true living God had helped him 
protect his sheep from lions and bears, and just like God helped him in 
those other scary situations, David knew that God would help him fight 
this scary warrior giant. So he told Saul he would go fight Goliath. 
Saul tried to put heavy armor on David, but it made it so David couldn’t 
move. David took off the armor and used the things he always used: his 
staff, his shepherd’s pouch, and his sling. Then he picked out five smooth 
stones. When David got out in front of Goliath, the Bible says “Goliath 
disdained David” (1 Samuel 17:42), which means that Goliath didn’t even 
think fighting David was worth his time. He thought he was so much 
stronger and so much better at fighting that he was insulted that the 
Israelites would send out this young person to fight him. 
But David proclaimed to Goliath that he was fighting this battle in the 
name of the Lord. And when David slung a smooth stone, it went right 
into Goliath’s forehead, knocking him to the ground dead. David trusted 
in God, and God saved Israel, not with the biggest soldier, the fanciest 
armor, the sharpest sword, or the largest spear, but because He was 
God. And it is this same God who wants to save us!

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The young hero & the horrible giant” (p. 122)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: ““David Stands Tall” (p. 148)
Bible: 1 Samuel 17

What does it look like for you to let God fight your battles?

Have you ever been afraid, really afraid?

Before David became king, the Israelites found themselves in battle 
against the Philistines. Strong and mighty Saul and the rest of the 
Israelites were afraid because the Philistines had a warrior giant! 

Find a small pea sized rock. This rock doesn’t look like it can 
hurt you, right? Put the rock in your shoe and walk around with 
it. How did it feel? Praise God that He helps us and saves us 
when we are weak!

December 15December 15
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Do you have any animals at your house? What do you 
have to do to take care of them?

How has God, our Good Shepherd, taken care of you 
and your family?

David finishes this song by saying that “I shall dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever.” Forever!  We can live in heaven (the house of the 
LORD) forever too! This can happen when we trust in Jesus and the 
work that Jesus did by dying on the cross for our sins.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The Good Shepherd” (p.130)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Lord Is My Shepherd” 
(p. 206)
Bible: Psalm 23

In Bible times, a shepherd would do everything needed to take care of his 
sheep. A shepherd kept his flock of sheep together, protected them from 
predators, guided them to where they needed to go, planned food for them, 
located water for them, and cared for their needs if they were sick, wounded, 
or lost.  
David was a shepherd when he was young, and later God gave him the 
special job of being Israel’s king. God had blessed David with many special 
gifts, and David used his gifts to glorify God. One of David’s special gifts was 
as a musician and songwriter. He wrote many songs about many different 
things, but his most famous song is found in Psalm 23.
Psalm 23 is a song all about how God is our Good Shepherd. A Good 
Shepherd finds green pastures so His sheep will have plenty to eat. A 
Good Shepherd finds still waters because sheep would be too afraid to go 
into rushing water to get a drink; they need water that’s calm. And a Good 
Shepherd will be with His sheep in scary places, making the sheep calm 
because they know the shepherd will protect them.

Sing a song of praise to God! You can find a hymn or 
make up your own song or even sing Psalm 23. Thank 
God for being the Good Shepherd who loves and 
takes care of His sheep (us!).
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Maybe with lightning? A magic spell? Taking a bath or going swimming 
in the river probably wasn’t your first guess. Namaan expected Elijah 
to touch the infected areas and heal them with his hand. Why had he 
come all this way when there were better, cleaner rivers at home? Can 
you imagine Namaan’s surprise when it actually worked? There was no 
big show. He hadn’t even met the prophet, but God had healed him.  

Namaan’s story demonstrates that God delights in demonstrating 
His grace and love through ordinary ways. The world is in need of 
healing. The leprosy of our hearts is sin. How does God choose to 
heal this disease? A little baby in a manger, an ordinary human life, 
and shockingly, a death. This Advent, spend time thinking about 
the ordinary ways God shows us His extraordinary goodness.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “A little servant girl and the proud general” (p. 136)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Grime and Punishment” (p. 172)
Bible: 2 Kings 5:1-18

Who is the most important person you can think of?

How would you expect to be healed by a prophet of God? 

Because humans are made in the image of God, we are all valuable, but 
some people have amazing power and influence in our society. These 
people, like Namaan, seem to be more important, but they have the 
same problems, sickness, and fears that everyone else does. The little 
girl in our story doesn’t even have a name, yet she had the influence 
to send Namaan to Israel. That seems pretty important and powerful.

God uses the simple and ordinary to help us experience the miraculous 
and extraordinary.

Take a walk with your family. Try to notice some small, 
simple things that remind you of God’s goodness  
(i.e., leaves changing color or a sunset or a spider’s web).

December 1 7December 1 7
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Have you ever gotten some really good news that you 
couldn’t wait to share?

Is your heart ready to share God’s good news with people? 
What might you need to do to get ready?

There was just one problem. Before Isaiah could share the rescue plan 
for the world, He had to be rescued personally. Isaiah had seen a vision 
of a holy God and realized that he was not holy. When Isaiah realized his 
need for rescue, God stepped in and cleansed him from his sins. Now he 
was ready to share God’s good news with his people!

Jesus Storybook Bible: “Operation ‘No More Tears!’” (p. 144)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Prophets” (p. 216) and 
“What Isaiah Saw” (p. 218)
Bible: Isaiah 6, 9:1-7, 11:1-10, 53

God told Isaiah that He was going to send a rescuer to save the world He 
created. This rescuer wasn’t going to be a firefighter or policeman. This 
hero was going to come from an unexpected town at an unexpected time. 

Isaiah shared this message of rescuer over and over again with the 
Israelites. But often, the children of Israel didn’t listen to the prophets, 
and this was true with Isaiah too. As we’ve seen throughout this Advent 
season, God is continually sharing His message of deliverance with His 
people. We just need to have our eyes and ears open to search for it.

In the Bible, the prophets helped prepare God’s people for the Day of the 
Lord. God’s people should have all been excited about this day! They 
had waited for it for so long. Isaiah was one of these prophets that God 
used to share with the people of Israel. Isaiah must have been excited 
to partner with God in revealing His rescue plan. Can you imagine being 
chosen by God to share such wonderful news?!

Go through the scripture passages in Isaiah (listed above) 
and make a list of all of the attributes or titles of Jesus, 
God’s deliverer.
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Do you ever feel like people are trying to find 
ways to pick on you for your faith?

The other leaders were right. Daniel wouldn’t stop his habit of praying 
to God, and he definitely wouldn’t pray to anyone else either. Daniel 
knew that he might face death for his obedience to God, but he obeyed 
anyway. 
The leaders waited for Daniel to break the new rule and then tattled on 
him. King Darius was sad, but he had to punish Daniel by throwing him in 
the lions’ den. 
Even though King Darius didn’t believe in God, he still knew there was 
something special Him. As he was thrown into the den, King Darius said, 
“May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” (Daniel 6:16). 
The next day, King Darius went back to the den and asked Daniel, “Has 
your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the 
lions?” (Daniel 6:20). And He had!

God saved Daniel in the lions’ den! As we celebrate Advent, we celebrate 
our God who saves coming to Earth as a baby, who would then grow up, 
and save us from our sins by His death on the cross. Our God is with us 
and rescuing us, even when the whole world seems to be against us.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “Daniel and the scary sleepover” (p. 152)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Miraculous Catnap” (p. 244)
Bible: Daniel 6

The Israelites once again found themselves as slaves in a foreign land–
this time in Babylon. But still, God was with His people. And once again, 
people noticed. King Darius recognized that there was something special 
about Daniel, and so he made Daniel his super-special helper. The other 
leaders in Babylon were jealous, and they began to look for ways to get 
Daniel in trouble. 
But Daniel was pretty much perfect. They could come up with only one 
“flaw”: Daniel prayed three times a day, no matter what. So they buttered 
up King Darius and tricked him into making a law saying that everyone 
could only worship him, not any other god.

Daniel prayed to God three times each day, no matter what. 
We usually eat three meals each day. For the next few days, 
remember to pray before each meal to thank God for your 
family, friends, and food.

December 19December 19

Do your non-Christian friends recognize your faith? 
What do they say about God and your relationship with Him?
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Do you have any enemies? Who?

How have you seen God not give up on you?

Because the Ninevites repented, God decided to not cause the disaster 
He had said He would do to them. But Jonah’s heart still wasn’t in the 
right place. He was angry that God didn’t destroy his enemies, and he 
sat under a tree and pouted about it. Under it, God tried to lovingly point 
out to Jonah that his enemies need God’s grace just as much as him. 
As we search for Jesus this Advent, we search for another messenger 
who came to earth with a message of repentance and God’s grace for 
those who believe. Like Jonah, Jesus spent three days in the dark of 
the grave before He resurrected so that the destruction we deserve 
might be avoided.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “God’s messenger” (p. 160)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Big Fish, Bigger Mercy” (p. 264)
Bible: Jonah 1:1-4, 15-17, 3, 4

Jonah had enemies: the Ninevites. The Ninevites weren’t very nice to 
the Israelites, so Jonah didn’t want to be very nice back. But God called 
Jonah to bring His word to the Ninevites. Jonah didn’t want to do that, so 
he tried to run away from God and what He asked. Instead, Jonah went 
in the opposite direction. 
But no matter how hard we try, we can’t run away from God. God sent a 
storm, and Jonah threw himself overboard and was swallowed up by the 
fish where he stayed for three days and nights. When he was in the fish, 
Jonah realized he had been wrong, and he repented.
Thankfully, our God is a god of second chances, and He gave Jonah 
another chance. The fish spit out Jonah, and God once again asked 
Jonah to go to Nineveh, and this time he obeyed. The people of Nineveh 
believed Jonah and placed their faith in God!

Play a couple rounds of Simon Says. Just like Jonah had 
to listen to God’s command, you need to respond to any 
instructions from the person in the role of Simon. Thank God 
for His willingness to give us second chances!
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What clues do you remember from the promises 
God had made to His people?

What story has stood out to you the most?

The people remembered that God told Adam and Eve He would crush 
the serpent. He promised Noah He would never again destroy the 
earth. He promised Abraham the whole earth would be blessed through 
him. He told Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He promised the Israelites 
access to the Promised Land. The Savior was to come from the line 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and David. They knew that as David 
wrote, they could dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Everywhere there were stories of God’s promises for His people in 
the past and for us today. In these final days until Christmas, we’ll see 
God’s promises come true in the birth of Jesus.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “Get ready!” (p. 170)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Great and Awesome 
Day of the Lord” (p. 274)
Bible: Malachi 3-4

Christmas is coming! Are you excited? We’ve already read many stories 
of God’s faithfulness and His promise to someday provide a deliverer 
for His people.

Just like we’ve been searching for Jesus in each of these Bible stories, 
the people of God were also searching for the Messiah. They didn’t have 
the Bible in written form yet, but they did tell the stories, and they knew 
them well. They knew God had shown up for their ancestors, and they 
knew that God still promised a Deliverer.

The Israelites were on the lookout for that Deliverer. They were searching 
for Jesus. They had clues of who the Messiah would be from the stories 
of old, and they were just waiting for them to come true.

Search your Bible (or the Internet) for a list of God’s 
promises. Take one and claim it for yourself. Take the time 
to memorize it, pray it, and thank God for it.

December 21December 21
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For what do you hope your great-great-great-great-great 
grandchildren will remember you?

How does the fact that Jesus came as a baby impact your 
view of God?

When He was born, He was given the name Jesus, “for he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), and Immanuel, which means 
“God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Each of those names holds a beautiful 
promise for us. First, Jesus is our rescuer. He has saved us from our 
sins! Second, God is with us. This first came in the form of Jesus on 
this earth and continues today with the Holy Spirit, who lives in us if we 
have accepted Christ’s gift of salvation.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “He’s here!” (p. 176)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “A New Baby and a New 
Beginning” (p. 282)
Bible: Matthew 1

Over the course of our search for Jesus this Advent season, we’ve met 
many different people in Jesus’ extended family. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Rahab, Jesse, and David all appear in Jesus’ family tree. Some people in 
Jesus’ family tree are well-known for the ways they followed God, while 
others are well-known for the mistakes they made and others aren’t very 
well-known at all.

Now it’s time to add a branch to the tree! Jesus was born, and like you 
and me, He came as a baby, helpless and needing someone to care for 
Him. And what’s more: He was born in a stable, out with the animals, 
not in some five star hospital. Jesus was both fully God, but also very 
human. He knows our pain and our struggles and what it is like to be 
human.

Draw or look up your family tree. Think through what you know 
about your different family members and how their stories 
impact your story. Thank God for coming to earth as a baby 
and sharing with us so many wonderful stories of His own 
family tree.
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What do you feel a sense of urgency for as 
Christmas Day approaches?

Have you shared with anyone your excitement for 
Christ’s birth this Advent season?

And so they went! The shepherds went to go find Mary and Joseph and 
Jesus in the manger. And when they saw baby Jesus, “they made known 
the saying that had been told concerning them about this child” (Luke 
2:17). They were so excited that they just couldn’t help themselves: they 
had to tell everyone the good news that a savior had been born!

Everyone who heard the shepherds “wondered” at the news (Luke 2:18). 
Even though the shepherds might have felt sheepish about sharing this 
Good News, or Gospel, other people listened and were excited about 
what they had to say. 
When the shepherds returned home, they couldn’t stop being excited, 
glorifying and praising God for the birth of this new Savior. As the 
excitement of Christmas continues to build, continue to search for Jesus 
in the season and to look for opportunities to share that excitement with 
those around you.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The Light of the whole world” (p. 184)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “The Gospels” (p. 280)
Bible: Luke 2:8-20

Christmas is soooo close! Are you ready? Are you excited? 
On the night Jesus was born, there were shepherds nearby watching 
their sheep, and they had no idea what was about to happen. 
An angel appeared to tell them the Good News! Jesus was born! A choir 
of angels joined in the celebration! At first, the shepherds were scared, 
but then they got excited. They were so excited that they “went with 
haste” to find baby Jesus (Luke 2:16). They had a sense of urgency… 
they needed to go now.

Share your excitement about Christ’s birth with someone you 
know. You could sing carols, share the story of Jesus’ birth, 
give a Christmas card to a neighbor, or any of your ideas. Join 
with the shepherds in making known Jesus’ birth!

December 23December 23
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What about Jesus do you find unexpected?

When they walked into the house where Jesus was, they couldn’t 
help but fall down and worship this king. As part of this worship, they 
brought Jesus expensive and precious gifts: gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. Instead of Christmas being about getting presents, the wise men 
worshiped Jesus by giving Him presents. They knew that Jesus was 
special and worthy of these precious gifts, even as a baby. 

As we approach Christmas tomorrow, it is easy to have our focus on the 
gifts we’re going to give or receive. Although these gifts can be fun and 
exciting, let us also have the response of the wise men, who upon seeing 
Jesus, fell down and worshiped Him.

Jesus Storybook Bible: “The King of all kings” (p. 192)
The Biggest Story Bible Storybook: “Wise Men, Smart Move” (p. 288)
Bible: Matthew 2

The shepherds weren’t the only ones who heard the good news and 
came to worship Jesus. The wise men also heard about His birth, saw 
the star in the sky, and went searching for this King. They went to the 
logical place to look for a king: in Jerusalem, where the palace would be. 
But King Jesus wasn’t there. 
King Herod, the earthly king, was there though, and he did not like the 
news of this new king. When Herod and the wise men asked around 
to see if anyone knew where the king of the Jews might be, the people 
knew what the prophets had said: He would be in Bethlehem, which was 
definitely not the most kingly place. But just because it wasn’t supposed 
to be the home of the king, didn’t mean it wasn’t. The wise men followed 
the star and went to Bethlehem to find King Jesus.

What does it look like for you to worship Jesus? 

Choose one of the ideas that you had for what it looks like to 
worship Jesus, and put it into practice.
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Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas! ! 
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