STUDY 2 - SHARE
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We will share our lives generously with others.
Following Jesus was never intended to be a solitary experience. We make room for others in our lives, sharing our time, resources, homes, joys, struggles and faith. As we allow ourselves to know and be known, we create communities in which people can belong, grow and encounter Jesus.




Acts 2:42–47
Genre and Purpose
Acts is the sequel to Luke's Gospel and continues the story of Jesus' mission through the life of the early church. Jesus has ascended, the Holy Spirit has been given at Pentecost, Peter has proclaimed the gospel, and around three thousand people have responded. Luke then pauses the action and gives us a snapshot of what this newly formed community looked like.
Their shared life went well beyond attending religious gatherings. Their faith created a new kind of community. Something happened to these people that changed their relationship with their possessions, homes and one another. Their radical community is a consequence of the gospel, not simply a model to imitate. 
Facts of the Text
Context – What has happened immediately before Acts 2:42? What happens as the church continues into Acts 3 and 4?
Content – List everything this early Christian community actually does. Which activities happen in large gatherings and which appear to happen in ordinary homes and relationships?
Counsel – What does this passage suggest about the place of community in following Jesus?
· What is the difference between attending church and sharing life?
· What did generosity look like in this community?
· What does the good news of Jesus give these believers that makes radical generosity possible?
· Which parts of Acts 2 come naturally to our church culture?
· Which are more difficult?
· What would have to change for us to move from being friendly with one another to genuinely sharing our lives?


Galatians 6:1–10
Genre and Purpose
Galatians addresses conflict over who belonged to God’s people. Paul insists that people are made right with God through faith in Jesus, not Jewish law. This freedom leads to a life shaped by the Spirit, where believers take responsibility for themselves while helping carry one another’s burdens.
Facts of the Text
Context – What has Paul been teaching about the "flesh" and the "Spirit" in chapter 5? How might chapter 6 show us what walking by the Spirit looks like relationally?
Content – What responsibilities do believers have toward themselves? What responsibilities do they have toward one another?
Counsel – What does it mean to "carry each other's burdens"?
· How do we do this without trying to fix or control one another?
· Why might Paul emphasise gentleness when someone is struggling?
· What makes it difficult to let other people carry our burdens?
· Are you more comfortable helping someone else or allowing someone else to help you?
· How might knowing that your identity and acceptance are secure in Jesus make it easier to let other people see your weakness?
· What might healthy vulnerability look like in a Life Group?



John 13:1–17, 34–35
Genre and Purpose
John 13 takes place on the final evening Jesus spends with his disciples before his crucifixion. The disciples are expecting Jesus to be their Lord and King. Jesus takes a towel and washes their feet.
Jesus tells his disciples: "I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you." Later in the same chapter, he gives them a new command: "Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another."
Jesus doesn't simply command his followers to love. He first serves them, and will soon give his life for them. Christian love begins by receiving his love before extending it to others.
Facts of the Text
Context – What is about to happen to Jesus? How does knowing that this is his final evening with his disciples affect the significance of what he does?
Content – What does Jesus actually do? What does he tell his disciples to do in response?
Counsel – What kind of community would emerge if Christians genuinely loved one another in the way Jesus demonstrates?
· What does Jesus' example teach us about power and status?
· Why can receiving help sometimes be as difficult as giving it?
· What might "washing feet" look like in ordinary life today?
· Where might you need to make more room in your life for someone else?




Practising Share
Sharing life requires more than being in the same room. It requires making ourselves available to one another. Consider four simple movements:
MAKE ROOM — Create space in your schedule and life for people.
BE KNOWN — Allow people to know what is really happening in your life.
NOTICE — Pay attention to what is happening in the lives of others.
RESPOND — Share what you have: time, encouragement, hospitality, prayer, practical help or resources.
Which of these comes most naturally to you? Which is most difficult?
What do you feel challenged to do more, less or differently?
Think of one person or household with whom you could intentionally share life this week.
It might mean inviting someone for a meal.
Sharing something honestly about how you are going.
Offering practical help.
Asking someone a question and taking the time to listen.
Or simply arranging to spend time together.
This week I will make room for ________________________________.
One way I can share my life is ________________________________.
Following Jesus is personal. But it was never meant to be private.
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