STUDY 3 - ACT
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We will act to transform our world for good.
We are committed to being justice bringers in the course of our everyday lives. This requires the courage and conviction to act on behalf of others. Sensitivity to right action will naturally emerge from a life immersed in the Scriptures and prayer.




Luke 4:14–21
Genre and Purpose
Luke presents Jesus as God’s promised King, with particular concern for the poor and marginalised. In Luke 4, Jesus reads from Isaiah 61 and declares it fulfilled in him. The passage functions as a manifesto for Jesus’ mission, revealing what his kingdom will be about.
Facts of the Text
Context – What has happened immediately before Jesus arrives in Nazareth? What happens immediately after this announcement?
Content – Who are the people specifically mentioned in Jesus' announcement? What actions does Jesus say he has come to undertake?
Counsel – What does Jesus' announcement tell us about the movement he was starting?
· What do you think "good news to the poor" looks like in practice?
· What kinds of captivity, blindness or oppression exist in our community today?
· How does Jesus' good news address both our deepest spiritual need and the brokenness we experience in the world around us?
· If the church continues the mission of Jesus, what should characterise us?
· Where does your own life and practice align with Jesus' stated mission?
· Where might there be a gap?
We act justly not simply because God commands justice, but because we have received costly mercy ourselves.
Micah 6:6–8 and James 1:19–27
Genre and Purpose
Micah was an eighth-century BC prophet speaking into a time of spiritual decline and social injustice. While Israel and Judah continued their religious practices, corruption and exploitation flourished. Micah insists that God desires more than religious activity: “Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.”
James similarly emphasises the practical nature of faith. Writing to early Christians scattered throughout the Roman world, he challenges any separation between what Christians believe and how they live. Genuine faith becomes visible through action.
Facts of the Text
Context – What problems is Micah confronting among God's people? What concerns has James already raised in chapter 1?
Content – According to Micah, what does God require? According to James, what kind of religion does God consider "pure and faultless"?
Counsel – What do these passages reveal about God's priorities?
· Why are religious activities sometimes easier than justice, mercy and humility?
· How can Christians become very committed to church while overlooking vulnerable people?
· Who would be equivalent to James' "orphans and widows" in our community?
· What is the difference between feeling compassion about injustice and actually doing something?
· What's the difference between acting justly because we are trying to be good people and acting justly because we have received God's grace?
· How might God be challenging you to rearrange your values, priorities, money or time?
Practising Act
It is easy to become overwhelmed by the scale of problems in our world.
But acting justly doesn't require us to solve everything.
Begin by noticing what is in front of you.
NOTICE — Where do you see something that isn't right?
LISTEN — Who is affected? Have you listened to their experience?
DISCERN — What might a good, just and loving response look like?
ACT — What is one thing you can actually do?
Think about your ordinary week—your workplace, neighbourhood, school, family, sporting club, finances and community.
Where might God already be putting something in front of you that requires action?
Take Away
What do you feel challenged to do more, less or differently?
Think about your money, work, influence, relationships and time. Where do you already have an opportunity to seek the good of someone else?
Something I have noticed is ________________________________.
One thing I can do about it is ________________________________.
Ask God for the courage to notice what is wrong, the wisdom to know what is good, and the conviction to act.
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