Day 1: Beyond the Celebrity Pastor
Devotional

We live in an age of celebrity culture, and unfortunately, this has crept into the church. We follow
favorite preachers on social media, attend conferences for specific speakers, and sometimes even
choose churches based on the pastor's popularity. While learning from gifted teachers isn't wrong,
problems arise when we create factions around personalities instead of uniting around Jesus. The
Corinthian church fell into this trap, dividing into camps based on their preferred leaders. Some
followed Paul, others Apollos, still others Peter. Sound familiar? Today we might say, "I'm a John
MacArthur person” or "l love Beth Moore's teaching." But when we elevate human leaders to
celebrity status, we miss the point entirely. God gives us teachers and pastors as gifts to help us
grow in faith and mobilize for the Gospel. When we turn them into competing brands, we actually
strip away the very gifts God intended to bless us with. These leaders are servants of Christ and
stewards of God's mysteries, not celebrities to be worshipped or pitted against each other. The
solution isn't to stop learning from gifted teachers, but to remember they all point to the same
Savior. Every faithful pastor, teacher, and ministry leader should decrease so that Jesus might
increase in our hearts and minds.

Bible Verse

‘Let a person regard us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.' - 1
Corinthians 4:1

Reflection Question

Are there any Christian leaders or teachers you've elevated to celebrity status in your mind, and how
might this be affecting your focus on Jesus?

Quote

God has given us these people so that we may grow in our faith with Jesus Christ. So that we as a
church may mobilize in the Gospel.

Prayer

Lord, help me to receive the teachers You've given as gifts while keeping my eyes fixed on Jesus
alone. Guard my heart from the celebrity culture that divides rather than unites Your people.

Day 2: What Makes You Different?
Devotional

Here's an uncomfortable question that should make every believer pause: When the world looks at
your life, do they see anything different? This isn't about being perfect or having it all together. It's
about whether our lives reflect the transforming power of the Gospel. Look around at our culture
today. We see division, selfishness, people stepping on others to get ahead, and endless excuses
for poor behavior. The question isn't whether these things exist in the world—they clearly do. The
question is whether they exist in us too. If we're honest, we often mirror the world more than we'd
like to admit. We get caught up in political divisions, pursue success at others' expense, and make
excuses for our failures just like everyone else. We blend in when we're called to stand out. But



here's the beautiful truth: being different doesn't mean being perfect. It means being authentic
about our need for Jesus. The world doesn't need more people pretending to have it all figured out. It
needs people who can honestly say, "l was lost, but now I'm found. | was blind, but now | see." The
difference the world should see in us isn't our perfection—it's our humility, our hope, and our
willingness to admit we desperately need a Savior.

Bible Verse

'For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you
received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?'- 1 Corinthians 4:7

Reflection Question

If someone observed your life for a week without knowing you were a Christian, what evidence
would they find of your faith?

Quote
For who sees anything different in you? This is a great, great biblical question.
Prayer

Father, examine my heart and show me where I'm blending in with the world instead of reflecting
Your love. Help me live authentically as someone who desperately needs and deeply loves Jesus.

Day 3: Everything Is a Gift
Devotional

Take a moment to consider everything you have: your talents, your opportunities, your health, your
family, your resources, even your next breath. Now here's the humbling truth—none of it originated
with you. Every good thing in your life is a gift from God. This reality should completely reshape how
we view ourselves and others. That promotion you worked so hard for? God gave you the abilities,
opportunities, and circumstances that made it possible. The talents you're proud of? They were
woven into you by your Creator. Even your faith itself is a gift, not something you conjured up
through your own wisdom or goodness. When we truly grasp this truth, it destroys pride at its root.
How can we boast about gifts we've received? How can we look down on others when we recognize
that everything we have came from the same generous Father? This understanding should make us
incredibly humble and incredibly grateful. It also changes how we use what we've been given. If
everything is a gift, then we're not owners but stewards. We're called to use our gifts not for self-
promotion but for God's glory and others' good. This perspective transforms competition into
collaboration and pride into praise. Recognizing everything as gift doesn't diminish our
responsibility to work hard and use our abilities well—it just reminds us who deserves the credit.

Bible Verse

'What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not
receive it?'- 1 Corinthians 4:7

Reflection Question



What gift from God have you been tempted to take credit for, and how can you better steward it with
humility?

Quote
We were not saved because we are so good. We were saved because we are so wrong.
Prayer

Thank You, Lord, for every gift You've given me. Help me hold them with open hands, using them for
Your glory rather than my own pride.

Day 4: The King Without a Castle
Devotional

In a world obsessed with status, influence, and building personal kingdoms, Jesus shows us a
radically different way to live. He was a king, but He chose to be a king without a castle. Instead of
jewels in His crown, He wore thorns on His head. Rather than building walls to keep people out, He
made Himself accessible to everyone. Think about who had access to Jesus: the sick, the outcast,
women, children, lepers, tax collectors, and sinners. The religious elite built barriers, but Jesus tore
them down. He didn't position Himself in high towers looking down on people—He got down in the
dirt with them, meeting them where they were. This is the power of true leadership and authentic
Christianity. The world needs fewer people standing on pedestals telling others how to live and
more people kneeling in the dust saying, "l was lost, but now I'm found." Humility doesn't make us
weak—it makes us approachable and real. When we follow Jesus' example of humble accessibility,
we create space for others to encounter Him too. People aren't drawn to perfection they can't relate
to; they're drawn to authenticity they can connect with. They need to see that transformation is
possible, not that we've always had it together. Jesus' kingdom operates on completely different
principles than earthly kingdoms. In His kingdom, the last are first, the humble are exalted, and the
greatest are those who serve.

Bible Verse

Jesus did not sit in high towers. He was a king without a castle. Jesus did not put jewels in his crown.
He put thorns on his head.'- 1 Corinthians 4:8-13

Reflection Question

In what areas of your life are you building walls instead of bridges, and how can you become more
accessible to those who need to see Jesus?

Quote
He was available, accessible. He was gracious. He allowed the sick to come to him.
Prayer

Jesus, help me follow Your example of humble accessibility. Break down any walls of pride in my
heart and make me a bridge for others to find You.

Day 5: Real Power vs. Empty Words



Devotional

We live in a world full of impressive rhetoric, political promises, financial schemes, and self-help
philosophies. Everyone claims to have the answer, the solution, the key to a better life. But here's
the test of real power: Can any of these things bring the dead back to life? Can they heal a sinner's
heart? Can they guide people safely into eternity? The Gospel of Jesus Christ has power that no
earthly system can match. It transforms lives, resurrects the spiritually dead, and offers genuine
redemption. This isn't just theological theory—it's observable reality. Lives are changed, addictions
are broken, relationships are restored, and hope is born in the most hopeless situations. While the
world offers temporary fixes and surface-level solutions, the Gospel addresses our deepest need:
the problem of sin and separation from God. Money can't buy salvation. Political leaders can't
deliver us from our ultimate enemy. Motivational speeches can't change our hearts at the core level.
As believers, we don't need to be impressed by worldly displays of power or get caught up in the
latest trends and movements. We have access to the power that created the universe and
conquered death itself. This should give us confidence, not arrogance—confidence that comes
from knowing we serve the God who has real answers to humanity's real problems. The kingdom of
God is demonstrated through power, not just words. And that power is available to every believer
who calls on the name of Jesus.

Bible Verse
'For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.' - 1 Corinthians 4:20
Reflection Question

Where have you been looking for solutions in worldly systems instead of trusting in the transforming
power of the Gospel?

Quote

The kingdom of God is not made up of words, but of power. And | can show you the power of Jesus
Christ.

Prayer

Lord, help me trust in Your power rather than being impressed by worldly solutions. Use me to
demonstrate Your kingdom's power in practical ways to those around me.



