Immanuel Lutheran
Church and School

Then Peter came to Jesus and
asked, “Lord, how many times
shall | forgive my brother or
sister who sins against me? Up

to seven times?” Jesus
answered, “l tell you, not
seven times, but seventy-
seven times

MATTHEW 18: 21-22

EXPERIENCE God’'s Presence EQUIP God’s People ENGAGE the world with the love of Jesus Christ




Welcome to Immanuel Lutheran Church! We're glad that God has led you here today!

September 13, 2026
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30am Service

ATTENDANCE CARDS We invite all our worshipers, both members and guests, to fill out an
attendance card from the pew rack in front of you and place it in the offering plate. Also, use
the “Tell Us” cards to communicate to your congregational leaders whatever you want them to
know. You can also register on our app! Fill out the “Connect Card” located on the
home page.

WORSHIP AIDS If you have difficulty reading the print in the bulletin, there are large print
bulletins available on the table by the side door of the church. Do you have difficulty hearing
the spoken word? Aids for hearing are also available on the same table. Ask an usher to help
you if you need assistance.

CELL PHONES We ask that you silence your cell phones during the service. Trust us,
whatever pops up on your phone isn't nearly as exciting as what God does in worship.

FOR OUR LITTLE ONES For parents who have children under four years of age, we have a
staffed nursery to assist you. If you have an infant, please feel free to use our Cry Room
where you can still see and listen to the worship service.

NURSERY CARE The nursery is open for childcare during worship. Your children (2 to 5
years old) will be cared for by our trained staff for any or all of the service. You will need to
read the Nursery Parent Information sheet and fill out a questionnaire before dropping off your
children. Please see the Nursery Coordinator if you have any questions.

INVITATION TO THE LORD'S SUPPER In this morning’s service, we celebrate Holy
Communion. As Lutheran Christians, we believe that this sacrament is more than just a
memorial meal. We believe in Christ’s real presence in, under, and through the bread and the
wine for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a baptized Christian, and this is what you believe
and desire, we invite you to join us in this most sacred meal! If this is not your confession, or
you are not sure what you believe about the Lord’s Supper, we are thankful that you are
worshiping with us but ask that you please refrain from taking communion today. Our pastoral
staff would be happy to follow up with you about participating in Holy Communion in the future.

We offer Communion at the altar as well as individual communion Kkits if you are not able to
come up to the altar. Individual kits can be found at the entrances or you may ask one of our
ushers for assistance. If you wish to commune at the altar, our ushers will come and invite you
forward, row by row, when the time comes.

GATHER TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Wilbur Held

PASTORAL WELCOME Pastor Robert Jones



CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP Praise the Lord,

(please stand)
ENTRANCE HYMN

For He is Glorious!

One Thing’s Needful
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INVOCATION

P:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the (1) Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P:
C:

Q0

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (please kneel)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. (silence for personal confession)

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father, and of the (1)Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. (please stand)



SONG OF PRAISE Refiner’s Fire Brian Doerksen

1. Pu ri-fy my heart, let me be as gold and pre - cious sil - ver
2. Pu r-fy my heart cleanse me from with-in and make me ho - Iy.
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Read - vy to do Your will.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

(please be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Pastor Robert Jones



INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS

Our Scripture Readings for today encourage us to see our lives and the lives of others through
the lens of Christ. For if we think we have a leg up on everyone, we fail to understand the
extent of God’s grace. However, if we recognize that our lives are best lived in gratitude and
honor of our Lord since He has shown unmerited favor towards us, then we live as faithful
servants under the King.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 103:1-8,12
L: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

C: Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

L:  For He forgives all your iniquity, He heals all your diseases

C: He redeems your life from the pit, He crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

L:  He satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

C: The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed.

L: He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.

C: The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding steadfast love.
ALL: As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions

from us.

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
(After the reading)

L:  This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God!

(please stand)

GOSPEL READING Matthew 18:21-35
P:  The Gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C: Gloryto You, O Lord.

(After the reading:)
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
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(please be seated)
MESSAGE Tunnel Vision Pastor Robert Jones

Joseph’s father, Jacob, passes away. What was Joseph'’s brothers’ response?

What might be some of the things that contributed to their reaction?

Joseph'’s brothers were living in a world without g . They were s

thinking it was a get e w

We also carry things from our past that affect us. What do we need when our old sins
resurface?

How does Joseph respond to his brothers’ message?

Joseph’s response is one of f . He simultaneously a their

e , While also t in God’s p

Joseph has experienced many tunnels such as ,
but God used it for g

Joseph’'s e help get his brothers through their s . Jesus’s
p removes our s and p new life.

The c of this narrative is that G k our
sin, yet does not h ita us.

As a member of the C , we can a people of the life we have in
Christ.



(please stand)
HYMN OF RESPONSE We Fall Down/l Surrender All Medley

We Fall Down C. Tomlin
VERSE
We fall down ve lay crowns at the feet of Je - su
CHORUS
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great-ness of mer-cy and love at the feet of Je - sus. And we cry ho-ly, ho-1ly. ho-
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| Surrender All w.1&2
1. All to Jesus | surrender, 2. All to Jesus | surrender,
All to Him | freely give; Humbly at His feet | bow;
| will ever love and trust Him, Worldly pleasures all forsaken,
In His presence daily live. Take me, Jesus, take me now.
CHORUS CHORUS
| surrender all, | surrender all,
| surrender all. | surrender all.
All to Thee, my blessed Savior, All to Thee, my blessed Savior,
| surrender all. | surrender all.

REPEAT We Fall Down
8



NICENE CREED
C: | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and |nV|5|bIe

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, | acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and | look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF PRAISE AND PETITION
(After the petition)

P: Lord, in Your mercy

C: Hear our prayers

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. (please be seated)

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS

IMMANUEL IN MINISTRY

BLESSING OF GIFTS

BENEDICTION (Blessing) Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious
to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

As we transition from the Service of the Word to the Service of the Sacrament, we enter into a
time of worship, prayer, meditation, and Holy Communion. This is not idle time, but sacred
space. Use these moments to experience God'’s presence! Sing His praises or be silent before
Him. Meditate on God’s Word proclaimed this day, and how the Holy Spirit is it applying to you.
Enjoy the fellowship of the saints and commune with Christ as he offers you His real presence.
“Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!” (Psalm.
95:6)

PREFACE (please stand)

P. The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

P. It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS Divine Service 4
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
(1) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My (1)
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen. (please be seated)

COMMUNION MUSIC AND DISTRIBUTION

CHORAL MEDITATION I Surrender All arr. Steve Potts
HYMN Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior LSB 619
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soul, de - light-ed It finds its on - ly joy in Thee.
thus se - cure - ly With  Je - sus 1 to heav-en rise.
death the  mas - ter With aid and com-fort e’er is near.
prais - es tell - ing, Shall live in joy e - ter - nal-ly.
A Refrain
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Lord, may Thy bod-y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!
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HYMN The Wonderful Cross

1. When | survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died
My richest gain | count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

2. See from his head, his hands, his feet
Sorrow and love flow mingled down
Did ever such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown

[Chorus]
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
Bids me come and die and find that | may truly live
O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name

3. Were the whole realm of nature mine
That were an offering far too small
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all

[Chorus x2]

[Bridge]

Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all
That's the beauty in His name
That's the glory of the pain
One love for God

[Chorus]
SENT OUT TO SERVE
BLESSING 2 Corinthians 13:14
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
POSTLUDE Fanfare on ‘Webb’ Gordon Young

12



PRAYERS REQUESTED BY OUR WORSHIPERS
To submit a prayer request for the coming Sunday, please email or call the church office by
Wednesday. We want to pray for specific needs; however, ask permission before disclosing
another person’s specific need, to ensure that we respect their privacy.

PRAYER OF THANKS

% John Hauvrisik give thanks for Jane’s successful hip surgery and express their thanks for
prayers for her. We ask continued prayers for her recovery. John also gives thanks for
prayers for David Miller, whose markers for cancer are all good.

& Prayers of thanks and praise to God for his divine safety and protection on Bill liten’s re-
cent trip to Big Bear.

PRAYER REQUESTS

% The Davies family asks for continued prayers for Michael Zwingler as he continues cancer
treatment.

% John Hauvrisik asks for continual prayers for Rocky Ford and the healing of his leg.
+ Remembering the families affected from 9/11.

% Prayers of peace and comfort for Janet Dyrr who is on hospice.

Ongoing Prayers for Healing: David Schilling / Darlene Plum / Wayne Smith / Joseph Fer-
reri / Ede and Phillip Lundquist / Ken Hendershot / Andrew Ashline / Jo Kenney / Rocky
Ford /

In Oncology Therapy: Wendy Price, Lisa, Michael Zwingler
We encourage you to use this prayer list in your personal devotions at home. To submit a

request to our prayer chain or to join our prayer chain, call Carolyn Elfman (951-354-9896),
Dory Robb (951-687-5725) or the church office (951-682-7613
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Pray for our Armed Forces
o - =

Twr— (
¢ Friend of the Cantrell Family, Brenna Anderson, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Air Force, Guam.

+ Husband of Kenya Buchanan MSgt. Jaron Buchanan U.S. Air Force, March Air Reserve
Base CA.

¢ Grandson of Dave and Joy Fosgett, Nathan Fosgett, 2nd Lieutenant Air Force Reserve.
¢ Brother —in-Law of Jean Kempe, Captain Matthew Kempe, USCG South Carolina

+ Nephew of Jean Kempe, Austin Beck, Air National Guard, Utah

¢ Sgt. Julian Opoku, U.S. Army, Pensacola, Florida

¢ Nephew of Lisa Hjulberg, SSgt. Dylan Willette, USMC, Lufkin, TX

¢ Granddaughter of Steve Parillo, niece of Mike and Jill Parillo, Rachel Parillo, 2nd
Lieutenant Air Force, Pensacola, Florida

¢ Granddaughter of Ken and Ruth Unrath, Maj. Katelyn Unrath, Eglin AFB, Florida.

¢ Grandson of Ken and Ruth Unrath, Maj. Scott Unrath, Hurlburt AFB, Florida.

¢ Grandson of Ken and Ruth Unrath, Maj. Steven Ewing, Dyess AFB, Abilene, Texas.
¢ Friend of Alyssa Wilcox, Josh Hobbs, U.S. Navy, Virginia

¢ Cousin of Lexi and Blake Mercadefe, Brandon Sheer, U.S. Navy, San Diego, CA

¢ Nephew of Deidre Goodwin, James Goodwin, U.S. Military, Japan

¢ Father of Preschool daughter: Coby Torres, Army

+ Wyatt Moore, Army, Stationed in Georgia.

+ Great Niece of Beverly & Ken Phillips, Kristiana Hoffman, Army National Guard

+ Nephew of Steve and Kristine Cockrell, Caleb Cockrell, U.S. Air Force, San Antonio, TX.
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.+ Join us as we explore the foundations of our faith!
: This 7-week course is designed for those seeking
to learn more about Christianity,
become members at Immanuel,

or anyone looking to refresh their faith.
Classes start Wednesday, September 16.

(SIGN UP NOW)

( WEDNESDAYS
Sept.16-0ct.28
k Immanuel Conference Room

TIME

6:30pm~-7:45pm

® 951-682-7613

© info@immanuelriverside.com

L L L
L L




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Join us for AfterWord Bible Study starting July 5 as we
explore the Book of Romans. Through this in-depth study, we
will discover both profound theology and personal spirituality
that will strengthen our faith and draw us closer to Christ.

Sundays at 11:00am in GPEC Fellowship Hall

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes.” Romans 1:16

ONE BODY - MANY MEMBERS. We invite all our members to find a ministry in which they
can serve! Please fill out a survey and place it in the offering plate, hand it to an usher, or bring
it into the office. Thank you to all who have already responded.

TIME FOR SOME PASTORAL ENCOURAGEMENT! Now that his tenure as acting principal
has ended, Pastor Steven is excited to spend more time with the congregation once again.
Would you like to meet for prayer, counseling, confession/absolution, and/or theological
conversation? Please email Pastor to get a link to his schedule and set up a meeting time that
works for you. You can reach him at steven.borst.immanuel@gmail.com.

CONFIRMATION BEGINS SEPT. 20TH! Our Confirmation Class kicks off on September 20th
in GPEC in the old youth room from 11 - Noon. Open to 7th and 8th graders, this two-year
catechesis class allows students to discover more about the faith that they were baptized in. A
information meeting for students and parents is scheduled for SEPTEMBER 13th after service
in the same room. Contact Pastor Robert at robert.jones.immanuel@gmail.com or more info.

UPCOMING YOUTH PLANS Summer is quickly coming to an end which means @
another exciting year for our families to grow in the faith. Many new things are {Ei*¥
happening this year as Pastor Robert moves into the role of family discipleship. To Benjdsh
see the working plan and to offer your feedback, go to https://docs.google.com/ e
document/d/1LfVsHnxwjmzbyTIQHNnz-ZqgFPzzM_Z xJgwlA4 AqTSO0/edit?
usp=sharing or scan the QR code.

ALTAR GUILD TRAINING SEPTEMBER 19! Please join us on Saturday, September 19 from
9:00am to 10:30am as current and new altar guild members gather together for training on
how to prepare the Lord’s altar for worship. Pastor Steven will be teaching us about the
significance of the altar and chancel, and altar guild leaders Kim Borst and Kristy Sartorius will
review the various tasks to be accomplished each week. We work in teams of two or three, and
each team only serves a couple of months per year. If you are interested in joining the altar
guild, please reach out to Kim and Kristy for more information. You can also contact the church
office at 951-682-7613 or info@immanuelriverside.com to get signed up for the training. Thank
you to all who serve to make the Lord’s House a beautiful place for worship! “O Lord, | love the
habitation of your house and the place where your glory dwells.” Psalm 26:8
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MENS BIBLE STUDY Meetings are first and third Saturdays at 8:30am in the conference
room. Our next meeting will be September 19th. Coffee and donuts at every meeting and we
are studying the book of Genesis. If you are interested please call the office at 951-682-7613
or email info@immanuelriverside.com

WOMENS BIBLE STUDY Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 9:30am and led by Leslie
Reick. Our next meeting will be September 26th. We are studying The Chosen Bible Study,
watch and reflect on the fourth season of The Chosen together.

A - -
¥ Lve Riverside

It’'s Almost TIME!

We're busy planning our Serve Day Projects —
with Many Options to Choose From!
October 10, 2026

Ways to Get Involved:

e Serve on a Project OR on the Team
¢ Be a Much Needed Sponsor
¢ Donate Gifts-In-Kind
¢ Share on Social Media
Spreading the joyful news of giving back

in your community makes a BIG difference!
#BeTheChange #LetsDoGoodTogether
Go to: LoveRiverside.org to find out where you can help.

Making a Difference

Through Helping Others
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An Event Hosted by the
IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT COMMISSION

Free Estate
Plannin

Workshop

Plan Your Legacy
with Confidence.

Hosted by the Immanuel Endowment
Commission, this workshop will be presented
by church member and Elder Jonathan Howard

in partnership with Concordia University Irvine ’TSa;«ahC
and Financial Planning Ministry (FPM). Med/'c /

7
Whatever stage of life you are in, this workshop = CA )
will help you better understand how to plan your s~y Q’“/fab/e
legacy and formalize an estate plan for yourself — ~w

and your family. Through Concordia’s partnership Leyacy
with FPM, participants may be able to complete

their estate planning documents at no cost,

potentially saving thousands of dollars.

O ©O
Sunda Immanuel 4 A light continental
Octob el‘y‘i 8 Lutheran Church Chll(.i Care IUreRiwill Be s amad
Graumann-Pingel Available
11:00 AM = 12:15 PM Education Center RSVP to the church office
Immediately following 5455 Alesandro Blvd. S (951) 682-7613
the church service. Riverside, CA 92506 info@immanuelriverside.com

This workshop is offered as an informational resource only. Inmanuel Lutheran Church does not provide legal, tax, or
financial advice and is not responsible for services provided by third parties. Please consult your own professional.
S — advisors regarding your individual situation. : e |
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Happy Birthiay

5, eptember Birthdays

== ZD Blake Mercadefe 14-Sep
. . Kristen Silsby 15-Sep
- Dinah Palagi 16-Sep
Jill Van Leer 17-Sep

Nathan Serna 17-Sep

Galvin Leggett 18-Sep

James Van Dyke 19-Sep

Michael Braun 22-Sep

Brenda Sears 22-Sep

Dennis Deconinck 23-Sep

Michael Bailey 23-Sep

Dione Myhre 25-Sep

Leticia Maldonado  25-Sep
Ayana Goodwin 26-Sep
Rachelle Chrzan 26-Sep
Donald Wilcox 27-Sep
Lucas Havrisik 29-Sep
Nathan Maldonado  30-Sep
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TODAY'S WORSHIP LEADERS AND ASSISTANTS

PrEACRET ... e Pastor Robert Jones
= [0 = N Michael Ferreri
Ushers... Carlos Olea, Heather Olea, Roberto Olea, Joseph Maldonado, Lety Maldonado
=Y ox (o] TP Heather Ferreri, Michael Ferreri
(I L=TC] (=1 £ TR Brooke Batdorf, Valerie Foucrier
Organ/Piano ...........uuuuuiiiiiiiiii e Elvin Rodriguez, Jan Smith
Praise Team......ccccoevivviiiiiiniiiiiinn, Denise lllingworth, Alison Jones, Linette Rodriguez,
Tech TeaM .....ceeieie e Lieve Haga, Charlotte Haga, Suzie Pratt
OUR VISION

Immanuel Lutheran Church and School is a grace-filled community rooted in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, serving the Inland Empire as a center for Christian faith. Our worship honors
God in both classical and contemporary styles where Christ is glorified and proclaimed. We
disciple both youth and adults, engaging hearts and minds through Bible education and the
arts. Our schools pursue excellence in educating children as well as impacting families with
the transforming love of God. As followers of Jesus we live out our faith through service,

evangelism, and missions in our community and the world.

Scan to follow
Immanuel Lutheran
on Instagram

Scan to download
Immanuel Lutheran app

IMMANUELRIVERSID




