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ATTENDANCE CARDS  We invite all our worshipers, both members and guests, to fill out an 
attendance card from the pew rack in front of you and place it in the offering plate.  Also, use 
the “Tell Us” cards to communicate to your congregational leaders whatever you want them to 
know.  You can also register on our app!  Fill out the “Connect Card” located on the 
home page. 
 
WORSHIP AIDS  If you have difficulty reading the print in the bulletin, there are large print bul-
letins available on the table by the side door of the church.  Do you have difficulty hearing the 
spoken word?  Aids for hearing are also available on the same table.  Ask an usher to help 
you if you need assistance. 
 
CELL PHONES  Check in on social media using #immanuelriverside before silencing your cell 
phones. 
 
FOR OUR LITTLE ONES  For parents who have children under four years of age, we have a 
staffed nursery to assist you.  If you have an infant, please feel free to use our Cry Room 
where you can still see and listen to the worship service. 
 
 
NURSERY CARE  The nursery is open for childcare during worship.  Your children (6 weeks 
old - 5 years old) will be cared for by our trained staff for any or all of the service.  You will 
need to read the Nursery Parent Information sheet and fill out a questionnaire before dropping 
off your children.  Please see the Nursery Coordinator if you have any questions. 
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EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE 
April 5, 2026 

 8:30 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE Welcome, Happy Morning David N. Johnson 
 

(Please stand and face the cross as it enters the church.) 
 
ENTRANCE RITE 
  P: We welcome you on this Easter Festival Day! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
  C:  He is risen indeed!  
ALL: Alleluia! 
 
  P: This is the day the Lord has made. 
  C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Lift High the Cross arr. Paul Leddington Wright 
  Choir and Congregation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All- 

All- 
Women- 
Choir- 

Men- 
All- 
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INVOCATION 
  P: We gather in the Name of our Triune God. In the Name of our Loving Father. 
  C: AMEN 
 
  P: In the Name of the Son, who has triumphed over sin and death. 
  C: AMEN 
 
  P: In the Name of the Holy Spirit, who is at work in us. 
  C: AMEN 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
  P: Though Christ is risen and reigns, we confess that we often live as though sin and death 

still rule. Let us therefore confess our sins to God our Father, seeking His mercy for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. (please kneel) 

 
  P: Merciful Father, 
  C: You raised Your Son from the dead, yet we confess that we still live in fear, doubt, 

and sin. We cling to things that will fade rather than take hold of the eternal life 
You have won for us. Have mercy on us, for we have failed to love You fully and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of the crucified and risen Christ, 
forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may walk in the joy of Your 
resurrection. (silence follows for personal confession) 

 
  P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I announce this grace unto 
you: you are forgiven of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

  C: AMEN (please stand) 
 
  P: Christ is risen! 
  C: He is risen indeed!  
ALL: Alleluia! 
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SONG OF PRAISE Resurrection Hymn Getty and Townsend 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  P: Almighty and everlasting God, You gave Your Son to die for our sins and raised Him 

from the dead on the third day, declaring Him victorious over sin, death, and the power 
of the devil. Grant that we who celebrate this joyful feast may be strengthened in faith, 
renewed in hope, and stirred to lives of love and service.  

 
 As Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so enable us also to walk 

in newness of life, casting aside the works of darkness and living as children of the 
resurrection. Preserve Your Church throughout the world, that we may proclaim with 
boldness the forgiveness of sins and the promise of eternal life. 

 
 Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our risen Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  C:  AMEN (please be seated) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Gina Bertaina, DCE Intern 
 
FIRST READING Peter proclaims the resurrection Acts 10:34–43 
  L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
REPONSIVE PSALM  Psalm 118:15–29 
  L:  The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
  C: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
  L: Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: 
  C: “The right hand of the Lord has done mighty things!” 
 
  L: The right hand of the Lord is lifted high; the right hand of the Lord has done mighty 

things. 
  C: I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
 
  L: The Lord has disciplined me severely, but He has not given me over to death. 
  C: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give 

thanks to the Lord. 
 
  L: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
  C: I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation. 
 
  L: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  C: We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 
  L: The Lord is God, and He has made His light shine upon us. 
  C: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; You are my God; I will exalt You. 
ALL: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures forever! 
 
  L: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
  C: This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
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EPISTLE READING We are Raised with Christ Colossians 3:1–4 
  L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
  C: Thanks be to God. (please stand) 
 
GOSPEL PROCESSION I Know That My Redeemer Lives LSB 461 
   vv. 1,2,5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL READING Jesus is Risen from the Dead Matthew 28:1-10 
  P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
  C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Reading concludes: 
  P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
  C: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
GOSPEL RECESSION  I Know That My Redeemer Lives LSB 461 
   vv. 7,8 
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(please be seated) 
SERMON Indeed!  Pastor Steven Borst 
 
(please stand) 
SONG OF RESPONSE Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise Choir and Congregation 
   vv. 1 & 4—ALL, vv. 2 &3—Choir  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse 1 

Verse 4 
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NICENE CREED 
  P: Rejoicing in the goodness our Triune God, we boldly proclaim our faith: 
  C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.    
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten  Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.   

  
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE DAY 
  P: On this glorious morning when Christ has triumphed over death and the grave, let us 

join our prayers with the saints and angels and all the people of God.  
 

(silence is observed) 
For the Church 
  L: (Women at the tomb): Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, we came to the 

tomb carrying spices. We expected death. We expected silence. But the stone had been 
rolled away. 

  P: Risen Lord, send Your Church into the world with the same astonished joy of that first 
Easter morning. Let the message echo across nations and generations: 

 
  L: (angel): “He is not here. He has risen, just as He said!” 
  C: Risen Lord, let the joy of Your resurrection be proclaimed in all the earth. 
 
For the World 
  L: (Peter): We ran to the tomb in wonder and confusion. We saw the empty grave clothes 

and did not yet understand. But soon the truth would change the world forever. 
  P: Lord of heaven and earth, rule over the nations with Your wisdom and mercy. Guide 

leaders, governments, and communities toward justice, peace, and compassion. 
  C: Risen Lord, bring new life where death still reigns. 
 
 
 
 
 



10 

For the Suffering 
  L: (Mary Magdalene): I stood outside the tomb weeping. I thought everything was lost. 

Then He spoke my name, “Mary.” 
  P: Lord Jesus, You who called Mary from her grief into joy, draw near to all who are 

suffering today. Speak Your life-giving Word to the sick, the lonely, the anxious, and the 
grieving. 

  C: Risen Lord, call us by name and restore our hope. 
 
For the Church’s Life: 
  L: (Saints today): We gather in churches and homes across the world. We sing ancient 

hymns and new songs of praise. We come as people baptized into Christ’s death and 
resurrection. 

  P: Living Savior, lead Your people to live as Easter people. Fill us with faith, courage, 
generosity, and love, that our lives may bear witness to Your victory over sin and death. 

  C: Risen Lord, raise us to new life. 
 
For the Resurrection Hope: 
  L: (Disciples): We gathered behind locked doors, fearful and uncertain. The cross had 

shattered our hopes, and the tomb seemed to seal our future. But the risen Lord stood 
among us and spoke peace. 

  P: Lord Jesus Christ, conqueror of death, strengthen all who live in the shadow of the 
grave. Remind us that because You live, those who belong to You shall live also. Keep 
us steadfast in the promise that the day is coming when every tomb will be opened and 
every tear wiped away. 

  C: Risen Lord, raise us to everlasting life. 
 
  P: Into Your hands, O victorious Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy and rejoicing in Your resurrection; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  C: AMEN (please be seated) 
 
OFFERING AND WORSHIP REGISTRATION 

Our Easter Offering supports Immanuel’s Mission to: 
Experience God’s Presence 

Equip God’s People 
Engage the World with the Love of Christ 

 
We thank you for your faithful generosity! 

 
For those who wish to join the choir for the Hallelujah Chorus,  

please make your way to the balcony during the offering. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC Canzona Jacques Arcadelt, 
 Brass and Timpani Arr. Michael Rondeau 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (please stand)  LSB 162 
  P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
  C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
  P: Christ is risen! 
  C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
  P: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our lord Jesus, the great 

Shepherd of the sheep, strengthen you in every good work! 
 
 The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, (†)the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with you 

and remain with you always. 
  C: AMEN 
 
RECESSIONAL Hallelujah Chorus Handel 
 
POSTLUDE Now Let the Vault of Heaven Resound David N. Johnson 
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PRAYERS REQUESTED BY OUR WORSHIPERS 
To submit a prayer request for the coming Sunday, please email or call the church office by 
Wednesday.  We want to pray for specific needs; however, ask permission before disclosing 

another person’s specific need, to ensure that we respect their privacy. 
  

PRAYER OF THANKS 
 
 
 Thanks be to God, His hands were with Bev Phillips and her daughter during a recent 

traffic incident. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 Please pray for the Unrath family as they mourn the loss of Ken Unrath.  Please pray for 
the Dyrr family as they mourn the loss of Gil Dyrr. May God give both families comfort at 
this time.   

 

 Jeanne Moore asks for prayers for her husband, Larry who had knee replacement surgery 
this past week. 

 
 Nicole Godfrey asks for prayers for their friend Jason, who is suffering in immense pain 

from cancer that has spread throughout his body. 
 
 John asks for continual prayers for Rocky Ford’s health and for a favorable test results on 

a biopsy.  Continual prayers for  David Miller and Peter Solerio for cancer treatments. Also 
prayers for John’s wife Jane’s hip and her associated pain.   

 
 Prayers of comfort and strength for the family of Charles Phillips, Ken Phillips’s brother, 

who passed into the arms of the Lord on April 1st. 
 
 
   
Ongoing Prayers for Healing:  David Schilling / Darlene Plum / Wayne Smith / Dee & Joseph 
Ferreri / Ruth Unrath / Ede and Phillip Lundquist / Ron Kusel / Ken Hendershot /  Andrew 
Ashline / Jo Kenney & Nana / Rocky Ford 
  
In Oncology Therapy:    Wendy Price 
 
 
 
We encourage you to use this prayer list in your personal devotions at home.  To submit a 
request to our prayer chain or to join our prayer chain, call Carolyn Elfman (951-354-9896), 
Dory Robb (951-687-5725) or the church office (951-682-7613). 



13 

  Friend of the Cantrell Family, Brenna Anderson, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Air Force,                                              
Guam.  

  Husband of Kenya Buchanan MSgt. Jaron Buchanan U.S. Air Force, March Air Reserve 
Base CA. 

  Grandson of Dave and Joy Fosgett, Nathan Fosgett, 2nd Lieutenant Air Force Reserve. 

  Brother –in-Law of Jean Kempe, Matthew Kempe, USCG South Carolina  

  Nephew of Jean Kempe, Austin Beck, USCG, Virginia 

  Sgt. Julian Opoku, U.S. Army, Pensacola, Florida 

  Nephew of Lisa Hjulberg, SSgt. Dylan Willette, USMC, Lufkin, TX 

  Granddaughter of Steve Parillo, niece of Mike and Jill Parillo, Rachel Parillo, 2nd 
Lieutenant Air Force, Pensacola, Florida 

  Granddaughter of Ken and Ruth Unrath, Maj. Katelyn Unrath, Eglin AFB, Florida. 

  Grandson of Ken and Ruth Unrath, Maj. Scott Unrath, Hurlburt AFB, Florida. 

  Grandson of Ken and Ruth Unrath, Maj. Steven Ewing, Dyess AFB, Abilene, Texas. 

  Friend of Alyssa Wilcox, Josh Hobbs, U.S. Navy, Virginia  

  Cousin of Lexi and Blake Mercadefe, Brandon Sheer, U.S. Navy, San Diego, CA 

  Nephew of Deidre Goodwin, James Goodwin, U.S. Military, Japan 

Pray for our Armed Forces 

John Atkinson 5-Apr 

Julia Gardner 5-Apr 

Scotty Havrisik 6-Apr 

Esther Jones 6-Apr 

Frank Jr. Souza 8-Apr 

Lea Petersen 11-Apr 

Tinie Clark 11-Apr 

Scott Bryant 12-Apr 

Jim Patton 13-Apr 

Victoria Zlaket 13-Apr 

Stephanie McPherrin 13-Apr 

Nicole Hansen 14-Apr 

Carol Luther 15-Apr 

Kara Davis 18-Apr 

Jennifer Smith 19-Apr 

Joy Fosgett 20-Apr 

Marilyn Edwards 23-Apr 

Alice Wagoner 23-Apr 

Vern Goodwalt 25-Apr 

Trona Salgado 26-Apr 

Leslie Davies 29-Apr 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL, WIGGLE WORSHIP, OR CONFIRMATION today due to Easter Sun-
day.   
 
MENS BIBLE STUDY  Meetings are first and third Saturdays at 8:30am in the conference 
room.  Coffee and donuts at every meeting and we are studying the book of Genesis. Our next 
meeting is Saturday, April 18th.   If you are interested please call the office at 951-682-7613 or 
email info@immanuelriverside.com   
 
WOMENS BIBLE STUDY Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 9:30am and led by Leslie 
Reick. Our next meeting will be April 11th.  We are studying 10 Women of the Bible by Max 
Lucado 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DAVID ELFMAN  A memorial service will be held at Immanuel on 
April 11th at 2 PM. A light reception will follow. Guests who plan on attending are encouraged 
to RSVP with the church office at info@immanuelriverside.com to obtain an accurate count.  
 
HERB BICE FUNERAL  A long time member, Herbert Bice, passed away on March 6th. A ser-
vice is planned for April 11th at 11 AM at Immanuel.  
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES: Immanuel will be holding elections at the next Vot-
ers Assembly Meeting in May for three openings on the Board of Directors. If you would like to 
run for a position on the board, please contact Leslie Reick at (951) 264-6719 or Kathy Uhles 
at (951) 258-8947.for more information. 

 
Can YOU help us? We’re assembling Blessing Bags (hygiene kits) 
during April (through April 30, 2026) for the Homeless Community.   
 
Bring your donations to the Church office M-F, 7:30am-3:30pm OR  
You can bag them up and leave them in the Church Narthex on Sun-
days.  
 

These are the items needed: 
1)Packages of (Crew High) Men’s Socks 
2) Travel Size Items of:  a) Deodorant/Anti-Perspirant (0.5 oz size), b) Tooth Paste (.85 oz 

size), c) Mouthwash (.70 oz size or less), d) Barbasol Shaving Cream (2oz size), e) Hand 
Sanitizer (1 oz size) 

3) Tooth Brush (adult, soft, individually wrapped) 
4) Washcloths (regular size) & Bars of Soap (regular size) 
5) Bottles of Water (16.9 oz size) 
6) Chapstick 
7) Women’s Hairbrushes (small size) and Men’s Combs   
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JOY GROUP The JOY Group will be hosting a presentation by Pastor Steven on the history of 
church architecture on April 25, at 11:30am. Pastor will be talking about the cathedrals he visit-
ed last summer. All church members are invited to come. A light lunch will be served at 
11:30am, and the presentation will start at 12:30p. Sign-ups will begin on Sunday, April 12. 
Cost $15.00.   

DIVORCE CARE A Christ centered divorce support group led by Scott and Cindy Hutter. Di-
vorce Care is open to church and community, and is designed to help comfort and heal those 
going through separation and divorce.  For more information, please feel free to contact Cindy 
and Scott Hutter at 909-234-0942. or email us at scotthutter60@gmail.com.  Divorce Care has 
an excellent website detailing topics, etc., at www.Divorcecare.org.  
 
 



16 

8:30AM SERVICE WORSHIP LEADERS AND ASSISTANTS 

Pastor ................................................................................................ Pastor Steven Borst 

Liturgist ............................................................................................. Pastor Robert Jones 

Elders ............................................................................ Matthew Chrzan, Michael Ferreri 

Ushers  .................................... Carol Kessler, John Uhles, Terry Streich, Kristy Sartorius 

Lectors ..............................................................................................Karin and Dan Jeske 

Choir Director...................................................................................... Dr. Elvin Rodriguez 

Musicians ..................................................... Jan Smith-Organ, Dr. Elvin Rodriguez-Piano 

Brass ....................................................... Ryan Gross-Trumpet, Ethan Guzman-Trumpet, 

 .............................. Jair Garcia Oliver, Trumpet/Flugelhorn, Jenna McConnell-Trombone,  

 ............................................................... Abigail Ortiz-Trombone, Aaron Friesen-Timpani 

Crucifer ....................................................................................................... James Chapel 

Book Bearer ............................................................................................. Matthew Chrzan  

Tech ...................................................................................... Lieve Haga, Charlotte Haga 

Pastor ................................................................................................ Pastor Steven Borst 

Liturgist ......................................................................................... Pastor John McCombs 

Elder ............................................................................................................... Jim Chapel 

Ushers  ......................... Elmer Baumgarten, Bob Swortwood, Carlos Olea, Roberto Olea 

Lectors ........................................................................ Dee Graumann, Jonathan Howard 

Choir Director ......................................................................................Dr. Elvin Rodriguez 

Musicians ..................................................... Jan Smith-Organ, Dr. Elvin Rodriguez-Piano 

Brass ....................................................... Ryan Gross-Trumpet, Ethan Guzman-Trumpet, 

 .............................. Jair Garcia Oliver, Trumpet/Flugelhorn, Jenna McConnell-Trombone, 

 ................................................................ Abigail Ortiz-Trombone, Aaron Friesen-Timpani 

Crucifer .................................................................................................... Mason Babcock 

Torch Bearers ................................................................... Sienna DeGruy, William Zlaket 

Book Bearer .................................................................................................... Jim Chapel 

Tech ................................................................................................................ Lieve Haga 

10:30AM SERVICE WORSHIP LEADERS AND ASSISTANTS 

Immanuel Lutheran Church & School 
5455 Alessandro Blvd. 
Riverside, CA  92506 

Church Office Telephone Number  (951) 682-7613 
Preschool/School Office Telephone Number  (951) 682-4211 
Church/School Website  www.immanuelriverside.com 


