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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

April 2, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

 
 
 

 
 



A NEW COMMANDMENT 
_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 

SILENT REFLECTION 
 

PRELUDE 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
P:    In remembrance, we gather: 
A:    to be with the One who teaches us the meaning of faithfulness. 
 

P:    In remembrance, we worship: 
A:    lifting our voices to the One who calls us to love one another. 
 

P:    In remembrance, we feast: 
A:    breaking the bread which makes us whole, drinking the cup which 
        fills us with grace. 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
 

Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all 
people, and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that 
by the power of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to 
our hearts, feed our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNAL CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P:  How is it people will recognize us as followers of Jesus? Simply by how we  
      treat one another. Let us confess how we have not loved as Christ loves us. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

P:    Creator and Loving God,  
        you kneel to wash our feet,  
        yet we are reluctant for you to see all the places  
        we have gone in our attempts to escape you.  
        You would bathe us in the warm, living waters of your love,  
        even though we choose the lure of temptation.  
        We have received all the gifts you have to offer,  
        yet we are tempted to think they are only for us,  
        rather than sharing them.  
C:    Forgive us, Holy One, and have mercy on us.  
 



P:    What can we give you for all your wonderful graciousness towards us?  
        As you have broken your heart for us,  
C:    may we open ours in service to others.  
 
P:     As you have given your life for us,  
C:     may we offer ours to bring healing to the world.  
 
P:     As you have called us together around your Table,  
C:     may we go forth to feed a world hungry, not only for food,  
         but for that Spirit which brings peace and reconciliation.  
 
P:     This we pray as servants of Jesus Christ,  
         who came to serve us in life,  
         in death, in resurrection hope.  
 
(Silence is kept) 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

P:  In the mercy of almighty God,  
     Jesus Christ was given to die for us,   
     and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
     As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ 
     and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
     the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
     in the name of the Father, and the † Son, 
     and of the Holy Spirit. 
     Amen. 
 

INDIVIDUAL PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
      and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C:   And also with you. 
 



PRAYER 
P:   Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave 
       us a new commandment,  to love one another as he loves us. 
       Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve 
       others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior  
       and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
       now and forever. 
C:   Amen 

 
 
_____________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST READING                                                                          Exodus 12:1-4 
 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell 
the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take 
a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a 
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be 
divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                                  John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 
was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put 
on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I 
have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should 
do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know 
these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a 
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY REFLECTION                                                           
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts, 
A: We lift them unto the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
 

JESUS’ WORDS AT THE LAST SUPPER                                    Luke 22: 7-20 
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover 
meal for us that we may eat it.” They asked him, “Where do you want us to make 
preparations for it?” “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and 
say to the owner of the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, 
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ He will show you a large room 
upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there.” So they went and 
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 
for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then he 
took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among 
yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup 
after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in 
my blood. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

     Our Father, in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread;  
 Forgive us our sins,  

   as we forgive those  
   who sin against us;  

  Save us from the time of trial,  
   and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  Amen. 
   
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION 
AN INVITATION 

We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at 
usher stand. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A: Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament  
 you strengthen us with the saving power 
 of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 May this sacrament of your body and blood 
 so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
 will show forth in the way we live, 
 for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
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PSALM 22  

This concludes the service and begins the road to the cross.  
The remembering and reliving of Christ’s passion continues  
with our Good Friday service at 7:00 PM.  
Please leave quietly, as there will be no benediction. 

 



Holy Week & Easter at Faith 2026 
 
Good Friday                                                                                                           Apr 3  |  12:00 & 7:00 PM 
 

This service of gathering darkness marks the culmination of Jesus’ life.  The drama, depth, 
and passion of Christ’s finals hours will be shared through the readings, music, and gathering 
darkness.    

 

Easter Sunday                                                                                                                           April 5, 2026 
6:30 | 8:00 | 9:30AM 
 

At Faith Lutheran Church, we want to experience the excitement of Easter with you. On April 
5th, join us at one of our worship services for some amazing music, an inspirational message, 
and a time for refreshments and making new friends in our café afterwards. Come and be our 
guest-  We look forward to meeting you!  
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-
mail  prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 

Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
  
Care 

If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  
Pastoral Emergency 

In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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