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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

April 19, 2026 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES:  AFTERMATH 
Jesus’ resurrection launched a series of events that introduced the world to his new 
covenant and new hope. But old ways don’t easily give way. Not then. Not now. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING HYMN                                                           Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!  | ELW #380 
please stand 

 



 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P:   Let us pray, 
       O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of  
       bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work,  
       who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
       Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                          Acts 9:1-18 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 
do.” The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard 
the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 
open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. For three days he was without sight and neither ate nor drank. 
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up 
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, 
“Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before 
gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went and entered the 
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from 
his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 
 
 
 



SECOND READING                                                  1 Peter 1:17-23 
If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s 
work, live in fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed 
from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things 
like silver or gold but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to 
trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust 
and hope are in God. 
 
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. You have 
been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living 
and enduring word of God. 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   please stand 

 
 
 
P:      The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                                       Luke 24:13-35 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 
near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he 
said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not 
find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and 
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 
 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he 
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were 
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they 
told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them 
in the breaking of the bread. 



 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 
MESSAGE                                      Out with the Old, In with the New  | Pastor Rob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                                       Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  | ELW #836 
please stand 

  



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

A: Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany 
us on our journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in 
the breaking of the bread. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A:   Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that 
are being prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil 
may yield an abundant harvest. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to 
repentance. Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, 
sow peace. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer.  
 

A: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite 
us in genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Merciful 
God,  

C: receive our prayer. 
 

P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________ 

The Meal 
 

PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
OFFERING                                                                                             
 

 
OFFERING  RESPONSE     please stand 

 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:    Merciful God, 
        accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
        You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
        when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
        Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
        that goodness and mercy may follow us 
        and bless the world you love. 
        In the name of Jesus, 
C:    Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 
 

P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 



 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:     Come to the table of new life. 
         Receive the risen Lord. 
C:     Thanks be to God. 
 
COMMUNION  DISTRIBUTION                         
 

AN INVITATION 
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.  
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that 
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray.  Gluten free wafers available at 
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.  



 
 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
        His grace. 
C:     Amen. 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
        please stand 
 

A:   Holy One, 
       through this meal you have made your home among us 
       and are making all things new. 
       Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
       to love our enemies, 
       and to bring your healing to the nations. 
       In the name of Jesus, 
C:   Amen 

 

_______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

BLESSING  
 

P:   God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
       Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
       and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
       † bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN                                                      How Great Thou Art | ELW #856 
please stand 

 



DISMISSAL 
P:   Go in peace. Praise the Lord.  
C:   Thanks be to God.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



____________________________________________________ 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 
 

REVOLUTION                                     Sun 4/19 | 5:00 PM 
On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school 
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We 
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling 
energized to go out there and tackle another week!  

 
TRIVIA NIGHT                                                                                                      Sat 4/25   | 5:00PM 
Join us on Saturday, April 25, 2026 at 5:00pm for Trivia Night. Our own Matt Clemm will be 
our Trivia Guide. Teams of 4-6 will compete for fun and prizes. Please bring an appetizer to 
share. Pop, water and coffee will be provided. BYOB.  Sign up today at the Welcome Center 
or online. Bring your friends for a great night of Trivia and fun! 
 
KIDWERKS: MOTHERS DAY MAKE & TAKE                                               Sat 4/25 | 1:30 PM 
 

Calling all dad/uncles/grandpas or other special adults! Join us for a special 
afternoon of crafting & curating the perfect Mother's Day gift for the woman 
who does it all! This afternoon is intended for dad or (anyone besides Mom) 
to bring their kiddos to. Together we'll make/create some one of a kind items 
to give on Mother's Day! Registration with QR link.    Please contact Jenn 

(jenn@discoveringfaith.com) with any questions!  

 
A MOMENT FOR MOM           Sat 5/2 | 10:00 AM 
 

A Moment for Mom is a group for moms of kiddos ages 0-10 that meets on a Saturday each 
month through May 2026. Sessions provide a delicious breakfast and amazing speakers on 
topics relating to motherhood. We offer affordable childcare while you attend. Our website 
is ready for you to explore our speakers and costs for the 2025-2026 year. Come join us and 
other moms to laugh, learn, and connect. Register today and/or reach out to us for more 
information at www.discoveringfaith.com/amomentformom.   

 

mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com


VBS  - Rainforest Falls                                                                              7/20 - 7/24/26 | 9:00 AM 
Join us this summer at Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and 
colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge 
into a lifelong adventure of discovering the nature of God. They’ll explore what it means to 
be rooted in a relationship with God, their creator, a safe place in life’s storms. Kids 
participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building 
games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect 
Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll 
take home and play with all summer long. For more information contact 
jenn@discoveringfaith.com or register online at discoveringfaith.com 

 
TUESDAY AM WOMENS BIBLE STUDY    Tuesdays | 9:00 AM 
It’s Good to Be Queen by Liz Curtis Higgs 
This book chronicles the Queen of Sheba’s intentional journey to seek wisdom from a godly 
source, King Solomon, and challenges the readers to become as bold, gracious and wise as 
the Queen. The workbook will be made available at the meetings ($12). It is also available in 
Kindle format. For additional information contact Sue Boozell at 
sue.boozell@discoveringfaith.com. 
 

NEXT                                                                                                    Sun 5/3   | 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't 
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This 
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an 
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next 
step for continuing your faith journey.  Meets fireside 
 
KIDWERKS                                                                                                         Sundays at 9:30 AM 
Join us as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through stories from the bible 
so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with God.  For more information 
please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  
 

Giving at Faith!  As Easy as Click & Give 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   
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Prayers 

If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-mail  
prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 

Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
 

Care 

If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  

Pastoral Emergency 

In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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