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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving...

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

June 28,2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You'll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: JONAH

Most of us know Jonah as the guy who got swallowed by a big fish. But Jonah’s story
isn’t just about running from God—it’s about a God who never stops running toward us.
Join us as we discover how Jonah’s journey shows us God’s relentless mercy, His heart
for people we might overlook, and the surprising ways He uses our lives for something
bigger than ourselves.



The Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing | ELW #886
please stand
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I Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the carth a-broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner's cars, brings life and health and peace.
the moum - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to Lord,
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal- vation,
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For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men




HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve
one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Word

FIRST READING Jonah 4
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country?
That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious
and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from
punishment. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me
to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then
Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for
himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of
the city.

The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about
the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that
attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry
east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and
asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”” And he
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. And should | not be concerned about
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many
animals?”



SECOND READING Romans 6:12-23
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their
desires. No longer present your members to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought
from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of
righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under
law but under grace.

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! Do you not know that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to
death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that
you who were slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of
teaching to which you were entrusted and that you, having been set free from
sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. | am speaking in human terms
because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now
present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what
fruit did you then gain from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to
God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION please stand
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 10" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Matthew 10:40-42

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the
name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, and whoever
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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MESSAGE

The Last Question| Pastor Rob



HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father | ELW #781

please stand
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra dn Guds lil - la  bar - na-ska - ra,

Chil - dren of the heav’'n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath-er;

God  his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.

Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er:
Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge ¢’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them, in his might-y arms he bears them.

un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.
his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs

of the world.

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace.

Nourish us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.



A: Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and
pollution. Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God of
grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets
in our time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice,
and peace. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors,
renew established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our
neighbors. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith...
God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
C: Amen.

The Meal

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING



OFFERING RESPONSE  please stand
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seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P: It is indeed right and salutary . . .we praise your name and join their
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AN INVITATION
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it. All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of
God’s love and mercy. Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace.
C: Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
please stand
A: Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen

The Sending
BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
1 one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN You Servants of God | ELW #825
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DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Faith!

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! Have questions about Faith?
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you!

KIDWERKS Summer Schedule Sundays at 9:30AM
June: 28
July: 12 & 26
August: 9 & 23

We will continue to meet this summer every other week in the auditorium. Join us for a
summer of fun and learning! Any questions please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com

MONDAY NIGHT WOMENS STUDY Mon 6/29 | 7:15 PM
It’s All Under Control

It’s All Under Control is a book for every woman who is hanging on tight and trying to get
each day right—yet finding that life often feels out of control and chaotic.

Discover a new way of living that will free you to be you, and finally experience the peace of
knowing a God who truly has it all under control. The book is available on Amazon- Come join
us!

MENS COMMUNITY GROUP Sat 7/12 | 8:00 AM
Meets fireside at Faith, the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.

In addition to coffee, great conversation, and fellowship, we typically are engaged in a
spiritual study topic or video discussion. Come join us!

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN Weds 7/15 | 7:15 PM
This is a wonderful volunteer opportunity to help out in our community. We will be packing
meals on Wednesday, July 15. Sign up online www.discoveringfaith.com. All volunteers need
to sign up before July 8. Check out the volunteering policies before signing up!

Each day our partners distribute FMSC meals in schools, orphanages, clinics and feeding
programs around the world to deliver hope and break the cycle of poverty.



COMMUNITY LIFE EVENTS
RiverEdge Concerts:  Sixteen Candles Fri 7/17|8:00PM  $5
Bob Seger Experience Fri7z/31]| 8:00 PM $21
Tickets available now & purchased through the Paramount Theater in Aurora

Outdoor Sunday Worship Sun 7/19 | 9:30 AM
Sunday, July 19, we'll be meeting outdoors at 9:30 AM for only one worship service. No 8:00
AM service. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us on the lawn. We'll have some
outdoor seating as well. You can also attend from your car by tuning into FM 88.3. We'll be
live streaming this service as well, if you're unable to make it in person. Come join us!

COUNCIL FIRESIDE CHAT Sun 7/19 | 10:30 AM
Come join us and meet with church council members. We are here to answer your questions
and take comments about Faith. We will meet by the fireplace after the Outdoor Service.

VBS - Rainforest Falls 7/20 - 7/24/26 | 9:00 AM
Join us this summer at Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild waterfalls, towering trees, and
colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling monkeys, kids plunge
into a lifelong adventure of discovering the nature of God. They’ll explore what it means to
be rooted in a relationship with God, their creator, a safe place in life’s storms. Kids
participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building
games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect
Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll
take home and play with all summer long. For more information contact
jenn@discoveringfaith.com or register online at discoveringfaith.com

Living Generously (through May 2026)

Our mission is simple. Invite people to discover the new life that can be found in Jesus Christ.
Because of your financial generosity, lives are being changed. Our budgeted resource needs
to live out our mission are not currently fully funded. We would like to invite you to
prayerfully consider how you can respond so that together we can enhance our mission
impact in our community and beyond. Thank you for living generously.

YTD Revenue: $182,037
YTD Budget: $195,316
YTD Expenses: $190,500



Giving at Faith! As Easy as Click & Give

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity. We know it
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action
on your generosity is simple. Just scan the QR code with your camera and

give. Simple, safe, and secure.
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Lutheran Church

Pastor Rob Douglas
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