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8:00 am worship service



FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving...

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

August 9, 2026

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are
hungry to know God better. We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions. We’re
struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors. We don’t have all the
answers but we’re growing as we go.

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives. In every Sunday
message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God
intends for us. You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the
joys and challenges of life. You'll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here. There
are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love.

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the
participation of many great people like you. There’s a place in our vision for you to use your
unique gifts and talents.

CURRENT WORSHIP SERIES: AT THE MOVIES

Your favorite movie? It stuck with you for a reason—the story, the music, the characters—
you felt something. During the month of August, join us for At the Movies, where we’ll
explore powerful biblical truths through some of your favorite films. Each week, we’ll dive
into a different movie and discover how God’s story of hope, redemption, and purpose
shows up in unexpected places. It’s the perfect series to invite a friend—you never know
what story God might use to speak to them. We can’t wait to see you!



The Gathering

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come! | ELW #314
please stand
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I A - rise, your light has  come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;:

2 A - rise, your light has  come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;

3 A - rise, your light has  come! All you in sor-row  born,

4 A - rmise, your light has  come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and  com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God's pow’r will make us strong.
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the ILord. Lord, have mer - «c¢y.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal- vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - ¢y
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The Word

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
At that place he came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,

Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains
and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind,
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. |
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to
him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive,
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet |
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”



SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ”’
(that s, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ”” (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?

“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), because if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness,
and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. The scripture says, “No
one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION please stand
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 19" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Luke 19: 1-10

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was
going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must stay at your house today.” So
he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble
and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood
there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, | will give to the
poor, and if | have defrauded anyone of anything, | will pay back four times as
much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because
he, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the
lost.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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MESSAGE The Last Breath | Pastor Rob



HYMN OF THE DAY | Love to Tell the Story | ELW #661
please stand
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31 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time | tell it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
riu sing the old, old sto-ry that I have loved so long.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A: We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be
heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen
the church in its faithful witness. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to
respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in
your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who
suffer. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life
amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church
leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith...
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

The Meal

PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.



OFFERING

OFFERING RESPONSE  please stand
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
C: Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!
C: Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

AN INVITATION
We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.
We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that
this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it. All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of
God’s love and mercy. Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at
the usher stand, please ask an usher to assist you.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace.
C: Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
please stand
A: Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen

The Sending
BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
1 one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.



CLOSING HYMN

Now Thank We All Our God | ELW #839
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3 All praise and thanks to  God the Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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and free wus from all harm in this world and the next.
for thus it was, is now, and shall be ev - er - more.
DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Faith!

We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! Have questions about Faith?
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you!

KIDWERKS Summer Schedule Sundays at 9:30AM
August: 9 & 23

We will continue to meet this summer every other week in the auditorium. Join us for a
summer of fun and learning! Any questions please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com

COMMUNITY LIFE EVENTS
RiverEdge Concert: 16 Candles Fri 8/28 | 8:00 PM $5
Tickets available now & purchased through the Paramount Theater in Aurora

Outdoor Sunday Worship Sun 8/16 | 9:30 AM
Sunday, August 16, we'll be meeting outdoors at 9:30 AM for only one worship service. No
8:00 AM service. Bring your lawn chair or blanket and join us on the lawn. We'll have some
outdoor seating as well. You can also attend from your car by tuning into FM 88.3. We'll be
live streaming this service as well, if you're unable to make it in person. Come join us!

HESED HOUSE SERVING EVENT Weds 8/19 | 6:30 PM
Faith's next serving opportunity at Hesed House is August 19. We will need roughly 5 to 10
volunteers to help with meal setup, serving and cleanup. Volunteers can conveniently signup
online or at the welcome center. All that's needed is a serving heart. Sign up today! If you
have questions about Faith's Hesed House ministry, please reach out to the ministry team at
hesedhouse@discoveringfaith.com.

MENS COMMUNITY GROUP Sat 8/22 | 8:00 AM
Meets fireside at Faith, the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.

In addition to coffee, great conversation, and fellowship, we typically are engagedin a
spiritual study topic or video discussion. Come join us!



KANE COUNTY COUGARS GAME Sat 8/22 | 6:30 PM
Tie-Dye Night at the Ballpark!

This is a great night for baseball with fireworks immediately following the game! Tickets are
$12/per person in Section 106. Preferred parking $12 and General Admission Parking $7 at
ticket purchase. Tickets are non-refundable but may be exchanged for another game if there
is rain. Parking is non-refundable.

Invite your friends and family! Tickets available until August 12. After August 12 pricing may
increase and tickets are not guaranteed. Purchase online www.discoveringfaith.com

NEXT Sun 9/6 |9:00 & 10:30 AM

If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next
step for continuing your faith journey. Meets fireside.

FAITHFUL FOUNDATIONS CAMPAIGN
Our 2026 Faithful Foundations campaign aims to raise $75,000 for Faith. Our building and
grounds are 18 years old and need some tender loving care.

The goal for this fundraising campaign is to:

e Repair and Upgrade our HVAC units.

e Improve our parking lot.

e Upgrades to our building's interior painting, furniture, light fixtures and

improvements to our auditorium.
e Landscaping around the church.

e Signage at the parking lot entrance.

Giving at Faith! As Easy as Click & Give

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity. We know it
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action
on your generosity is simple. Just scan the QR code with your camera and
give. Simple, safe, and secure.
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3000 LIBERTY ST. AURORA, IL. 60502 | (630) 862-3500 | OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM



mailto:OFFICE@DISCOVERINGFAITH.COM

