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From the Composer

Several passages of Scripture (see references on the
next page) came together for me in a unique way during
Advent and Christmastide 2022 to create this text:

Emmanuel, meaning “God with us”, is not merely a
Christmas word; from the very first chapter of the New
Testament, to Jesus’ final words on earth, to the final
chapters of Revelation, God reminds us, “T am with you”.

“God is for us” - Psalm 118:6 can be translated “God is
with us” or “God is for us” - not away from us, or against
us, but for us; therefore “I will not fear.” Even in the valley
of the shadow of death, we need not be afraid (Psalm
23:4) - why? Because God is with us. I set these words
remembering friends currently facing terminal illness.

“Do not be afraid” - All the main characters in the story

of Christ’s Incarnation and Nativity - Zechariah, Mary,
Joseph, the shepherds - are all told, “Do not be afraid.” The
messenger of God himself repeatedly assures trembling
and fearful people with words of comfort and hope.

“No night there” - God promises a renewed heaven and earth,
and that there will be no night there, no crying there, no pain
or death- all of these are gone forever; and in what is one of
the most tender phrases ever written, the God who is with

us, and for us, will wipe away every tear from our eyes.

These words of comfort were originally conceived for
Longest Night services during the Advent and Christmas
season, but are equally appropriate in All Saints’ services,
in times of mourning or memorial, or anytime throughout
the year to offer words of comfort to hurting people,
whose pain may or may not be readily apparent.

God is with us. God is for us. Do not be afraid.

— Dan Forrest



In honor of Dr. John McKellar for his 30 years of faithful service
at White's Chapel Methodist Church, Southlake, Texas

No Night There

For SATB Chorus and Piano
with optional solo violin or orchestra*

Matt. 1:23, 28:20, Rev. 21:3 DAN FORREST
Psalm 118.6, 23:4 (ASCAP)
Luke 1:13,30, Matt. 1:20, Luke 2:10

Revelation 22:5, 21:4
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*If divisi is used, alto sings the cue-size notes and upper text. If no divisi is used, alto sings the middle notes and text.
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