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• Sin isn’t a breaking of God’s rules as much as it is a breaking of God’s heart.  

 
• Sin breaks God’s heart. Repentance breaks ours, so that God can mend it. 

Psalm 51:14-15  
My tongue will sing of your righteousness. Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your 
praise. 
 
Psalm 51:1-4  
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when 
you judge. 
 

• Take full responsibility.  
 

• See sin as God sees it.  
 
Psalm 51:8-9  
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my 
sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
 
Colossians 2:13-14  
He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 
against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  
 

• God will hide his face from your sins because he hid his face from Jesus on the cross.  
 
Psalm 51:10-12  
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from 
your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and 
grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 

• David lost the joy of salvation because he sinned, but he first sinned because he lost the 
joy of salvation.  

 
Psalm 51:1  
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 


