
Faith Full 
Week 2 – “Role Playing” 

October 21& 24 
 
Our faith grows when we willingly serve with compassion, not wait for perfection. 
 
Matthew 14:13-21 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, 
the crowd followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick. As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages 
and buy themselves some food.” Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something 
to eat.” “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. “Bring them here to 
me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five 
thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
God’s work often is greater than our capability. 
 
 
We bring what we have: nothing more, nothing less. 
 
 
When we bring what we have, God brings more. 
 
 
Matthew 14:22-24 
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to 
pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, 
buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
 
 
It’s compassion, not only competence, that moves us to join God’s work. 
 
 
Splagchnizomai- to be deeply moved with love and compassion 
 
 
HOMEWORK 

1. Ask yourself: “What things upset my stomach?” 
2. Serve someone in a small way this week. 
3. Sign up for Backstage Pass. 

 
 
 



GROUP QUESTIONS 
1. Why do we sometimes wait for others to step into situations God has put on our hearts? 
2. What do you gain when you are faithful to God’s promptings? 
3. What do you lose when you are not faithful to God’s promptings? 
4. Out of ability, availability, or attitude, which excuse do you struggle with most  

when not wanting to join what God is asking of you to do?  
5. When is it easy to step into what God wants to do? When is it hard?  
6. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10.  What did Paul discover about his weaknesses?  How does that 

make you feel about stepping into situations that can feel overwhelming? 
7. How do you determine the line between being willing to join God’s work and setting healthy 

boundaries in life to prevent burnout? 
8. What things are you compassionate about? 
9. Why is serving others an important part of a growing faith? 
10.  When have you seen your faith grow serving others? 

 


