
Plastic Jesus Part 1 – “All or Nothing” 
October 9, 2022 

 
Luke 23:34    
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 
 

• Forgiveness costs you nothing… 
 
Luke 14:25-26 
Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: “If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their 
own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.  
 
Luke 14:27 
And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
 

• Forgiveness costs you nothing. Following costs you everything.  
 
Luke 14:28-30 
“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to 
see if you have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not able to 
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t 
able to finish.’ 
 
Luke 14:31-32 
“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way 
off and will ask for terms of peace. 
 
Luke 14:33  

In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
 
Luke 14:34-35  

"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?  It is fit neither for the 
soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 
 
Cost Calculator 
If you decide to follow Jesus, calculate the cost in the following areas: 

• Time: 

• Finances: 

• Your Family: 

• Relationships: 



• Career:

• Life Goals:

Group Questions: 

1. The original plastic dashboard Jesus marketing suggested that plastic Jesus would bring you 
a bit of divine fortune. How have you seen people use religion/Jesus superstitiously?
2. Based on your experiences, would you say that American Christians have counted the costs 
of following Jesus? Why or why not?
3. Read Luke 14:25-26. Why would Jesus give this sermon to this particular audience? Why not 
ease them into discipleship?
4. What is the difference between religious fanaticism and discipleship? Why is it not possible 
to be too fanatic with the gospel?
5. Read Luke 14:34-35. Why was Jesus so blunt in his assessment? Why did he end the 
teaching with this closing statement?
6. Do you think it is harder for us than it was for a first century audience to hear the sermon in 
Luke 14:25-25? Why or why not?
7. Did you finish the cost calculator? Are there areas where you acknowledge that you’ve had 
Jesus on the dashboard instead of in the driver’s seat? How would Jesus answer that question 
about you?
8. How are you feeling about the rest of this series?


