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Matthew 5:43-45 
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous.  
 
Matthew 5:46-47 
If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not 
even pagans do that?  
 
Matthew 5:48 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

• Be led by Love 

• Love like the Lord 
 
Romans 5:7-8 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
1 John 4:16-18 
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. 
 
 

God, thank you for loving me when I was your enemy. 
Pause 

Help me see _____________ how you see them. 
Pause 

Give me the strength to live from a place of love.  
Pause 

Show me how to love my enemies like you do. 
Pause 

 
 



Group Questions: 
1. When you hear the word enemy, what or who comes to mind? 
2. Have your relationships changed during this time of increased tribalism in America?  

Have you lost any friendships or experienced any family tension due to political 
differences in the past few years?  If so, has it been worth it?   

3. Read Romans 5:7-8. What does this say about followers of Jesus?  What does this say 
about God?  Do we have any reason not to love our enemies? 

4. When is it loving to have strong boundaries with someone that is your enemy?   
5. How do you think people that do not go to church would view the church if it was 

known for being a group of people that love their enemies? 
6. Have you started praying for your enemies?  If so, how was your time of prayer?      
7. What is one positive thing you are going to do to someone you consider your enemy or 

someone you have tension with? 
8. What has been your favorite part of the series so far?  What parts have you struggled 

with?   


