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Mark 8:37 
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 
 
1 John 2:15-17 
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is 
not in them.  For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 
 
Isaiah 5:20 
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. 
 
Galatians 6:14 
May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
 

• Die to the world.  
 
John 17:14-19 
I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any 
more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you 
protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them 
by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 
For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
 

• Live distinctly within the culture.  
 
Matthew 5:14-16 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light 
a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

• Form an attractive counter-culture.  
 
Two spiritual habits:  

• Abstinence from ___________. 
• Value your church.  



 
 
Group Questions 

1. Every culture normalizes sin. 
a. Can you think of any Bible characters who went along with their culture’s sin?  
b. Do you see any ways that Christians today (us, not other people) might go along 

with sins that are normalized in culture?  
2. Do you ever feel like a cognitive minority within our community? If so, in what ways? 

What does John 15:18-21 have to say about it?  
3. There are two temptations for a Christian in the world. One is to separate from it, the 

other is to assimilate into it. Which are you prone to do? What way does Jesus 
command in John 17:14-19?  

4. Jason recommended two spiritual habits. What’s your take on them? Have you begun 
the practice of abstinence? Tell us about it.  

5. There’s only one week left in this series. What has been most helpful so far?  


