
 Organization of the United Methodist Church 
 Since our founding in the 1700’s, conferences make up the organizational chart of the church. At every 
 level above the local church, the laypeople and clergy have equal votes (50/50). 

 ●  The Local Church  - is known as a Charge Conference  when it 
 meets each year to organize. Methodists believe that the local 
 church is the primary place where disciples are made! 

 ●  District Conference  - is the smallest regional conference  in 
 Methodist, made up of local churches in a close geographic 
 area. Statesboro First is in the Northeast District and 
 supervised by our District Superintendent, the Rev. Stephen 
 Grantham. 

 ●  Annual Conference  - is the name of the geographic  region of 
 local churches. Statesboro First is in the South Georgia 
 Conference, and supervised by Bishop David Graves. Along with our pastors, our church is 
 represented by Mrs. Becky Holmes and Mr. Charles Perry, lay delegates. 

 ●  Jurisdictional Conference or Central Conference  -  are groups of annual conferences in regional 
 divisions of the UMC around the world. Jurisdictions are the 
 five large regional areas in the US, while international regions 
 are divided into Central Conferences. Statesboro First is in the 
 Southeastern Jurisdiction, which meets at Lake Junaluska, 
 NC. 

 ●  General Conference  - is the only body that can set  official 
 policy and speak for the denomination. It meets every four 
 years, in different cities, with approximately 860 delegates 
 from around the world. Our own Bill Hatcher has been elected to serve as a Lay Delegate to 
 General Conference since 1988, often heading the delegation as the first layperson elected. 

 Like the United States of America, the UMC is governed by three separate bodies: 
 ●  Council of Bishops (the executive branch) 
 ●  Delegates to Conferences (the legislative branch) 
 ●  Judicial Council (the judicial branch) 

 The Book of Discipline  (BOD) 
 ●  The Book of Discipline  constitutes the law and doctrine  of the United Methodist Church. It was 

 originally published in 1784, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and has been published every 
 four years thereafter following the meeting of the General Conference, which passes legislation 
 that is included in the Book of Discipline. The most recent edition is that of 2016. 

 Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation 
 ●  A proposal to restructure the UMC by separation, in order to resolve our differences. It was 

 written after a process of mediation that included 16 persons from across the church, each 
 representing different perspectives and caucuses. It was released in January 2020, with the plan 
 for it to be voted on at the May 2020 General Conference. 

 ●  https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/ 
 Trust Clause 

 ●  A method for local churches to protect against outside groups taking control of a congregation, 
 dating back to John Wesley in the mid-1700’s. The South Georgia Conference is named as the 
 Trustee of our property. 

 ●  The United Methodist trust clause is a statement included in Property Deeds declaring that the 
 property and assets of a local church or United Methodist body are held “in trust” for the benefit 
 of the entire denomination. The trust clause ensures that United Methodist property will 
 continue to be used for the purposes of The United Methodist Church. 

 ●  https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-united-methodist-trust-clause 
 The South Georgia Conference Disaffiliation Policy 

 ●  Approved at the 2019 Annual Conference, it sets out a framework to be followed when a 
 significant number of members of a congregation express a desire to exit, pursuant to the 
 provisions of ¶ 2553 of  The Book of Discipline  . It  is the intent of this policy that when a 
 congregation chooses to leave the Annual Conference, it be allowed to do so in as amicable a 
 manner as possible. Read more at https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliation 


