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hen spring is in the air and the created 
order all around us begins to show a  
redemptive position from the cold of  

winter, something happens to us.  In some 
strange ways, we take on the identity of being rejuvenated - 

reenergized after the long days of winter.  Spring is here and 
new life is here as well!  What makes this experience even more thrilling for 
each and every one of us is the story of the resurrection, a remembering that 
happens each spring.  But make no mistake about it, it is a larger thing than 
just remembering.  It is about life. 

Something truly wonderful happened on 
the spring morning in Jerusalem so many 
years ago - something wonderful for the 
human race.  Never before that  
morning (nor since) has anyone ever been 
able to demonstrate any kind of hold over 
death that Jesus did.  So the story isn’t just 
about remembering the resurrection, but 
about living.  Again, it is about life. 

When we enter into the worship 
experience of Easter Sunday, may we open our hearts being moved beyond 
remembering to living.  It is a different life which is lived in an everlasting life 
mode.  It makes all the difference when we know the Savior of the world has 
made all things new for us.  It makes all the difference in the daily challenges 
that we face.  It makes all the difference in the way we treat our loved ones 
and yes, even those whom we might consider enemies.  It makes a difference 
because it is about life!  It is about living!  And it is about everlasting to  
everlasting! 

Christ the Lord is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

Blessings to you during the season of Easter joy! 
  

  

Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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“Worship the Lord with gladness...” - Psalm 100:2a   

Sunday, April 2 
Palm Sunday 

“The Palm Sunday procession is the 

gateway to change.  We learn how to 

change gears to the next level of faith 

that Jesus has called us to.” 

- based on Matthew 21:1-11 
 

Thursday, April 6 
Maundy Thursday 

 @ Adrian UMC 
Holy Communion 

“Awareness, humility, forgiveness,  

and service are important signposts 

which show us the way to Heaven.” 

- based on John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

Friday, April 7 
Good Friday 
@First UMC 

“The story of Jesus trial, persecution, 

and crucifixion is told by the Chancel 

Choir in Scripture and song.” 

- based on John 18:1-19:42 
 

Sunday, April 9 

Easter Sunday 

“The Easter story shows that God keeps 

his promises, offers a fresh start, and 

speaks to those who listen.” 

- based on Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Sunday, April 16 
The  2nd Sunday of Easter 

“We love a good mystery - especially 

when we can solve it!  Jesus helps 

Thomas solve the mystery of faith - 

Christ has died, Christ is risen!” 

- based on John 20:19-31 
 

Sunday, April 23 
The 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Confirmation Sunday (at First) 

“Believing in the name of Jesus means 

you are willing to stand for something - 

and stand up against anything!” 

- based on Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 

Sunday, April 30 
The 4th Sunday of Easter 

Linda Doeden, preaching at First only 
Pastor Daren’s message at Adrian only: 

“He’ll lead us.  He’ll guide us. 

He’ll protect us.  He’ll love us…  

because he has promised to be 

our Shepherd.” 

- based on Psalm 23 & John 10:1-10 
 



Hello! Welcome to the Family Light Update - 
where we shed some light on the Family Life 
Ministry of First United Methodist Church! 

March brought back our church Movie 
Night with about 25 people gathering in 
the Fellowship Hall to watch Secondhand 
Lions.  We will have another movie night in 
the future and if you have any suggestions 
for a family friendly film to watch, we’d be 
glad to hear from you!  

A large group of crafters met to make Jewelry in 
March, which was enjoyed by all who attended.  It’s 
been lovely to welcome some community members to several of our 
craft events, too.  

A few of our youth, along with some from First Lutheran, attended their 
first Outreach Night down in Okoboji where they joined teens from 
other churches for games and food, worship and devotions.  This was 
greatly enjoyed by all who attended and they plan to attend another of 
these monthly events in April.  

April will bring an end to our Wednesday evening fellowship meals. 
Please watch for a survey which will go out in our bulletin and also by 
email, asking for your input on our fellowship meals for next year.  
We’d really like to hear your thoughts! 

April also sees the end of our Sunday School season for the year.  Huge 
thanks to our dedicated teachers and our faithful parents who have 
brought their kids each week for this important time in the spiritual 
lives of our children.  Our Women’s Lent study will wind down in April 
as well.  15 women have been a part of the study. 

Please put April 30th on your calendar and join us from 5-7p.m. at the 
new Field House in Worthington.  This all-church event will include 
food, games (including Bingo!), and the use of all of the lovely new  
facilities, including a playground for the youngest kids, a batting cage 
for kids of all ages, golf, basketball, soccer, tennis…you name it, they 
have the equipment.  This will be a fun end-of-the-Sunday School-year 
event for EVERYONE! 

Thanks to all who helped make our fun March events happen, and 
please join us in April for more fun to come! 

Serving Him Together, 

Family Life Coordinator 
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Encounter on April 2 will be headed to Okoboji once again for a special 
Dodge Ball event! Please meet at 4 p.m. at FELC to catch a ride. Kids 
will return around 9 p.m. 

Elementary school Sunday School kids, be sure to attend your class on 
Palm Sunday, April 2! We will be doing a special Easter craft!  

Announcing our first annual Community Kids Camp!  First Church, 
along with First Lutheran, American Lutheran, and Living Waters  
Covenant are joining together for a group Vacation Bible School, called 
Community Kids Camp, June 5-8 from 5:30-8:00p.m.  Please put this 
on your calendar for your kids and grandkids to attend and for you to 
help out as a volunteer.   

First Church will be hosting this year's event, which will rotate through 
the different churches in subsequent years.  We are really excited 
about this group event!  Please be watching for ways you can  
volunteer to help in the weeks to come! 

Thank you so much to everyone at First Church and Adrian 
who have been praying for me and my family as we went to  
Seattle to say our final goodbye to my mom.  And thank you, too, 
for the beautiful flower arrangement for the memorial 
service.  I am so blessed to be a part of this church family. 

Gretchen O'Donnell 

A special thank you for the new “Friends of the Sanctuary” team, 
who have done a fabulous job of decorating the sanctuary for 
Lent.  Thanks to Diane Dybevick, LeAnn Donovan, and Mary 
Monthei for their hard work in decorating the worship space!  

Another special thanks to Micah Hietbrink and Craig Soderholm, 
for exchanging the sanctuary banners for each church season. 
Thanks to Mike Johnson and James Jenson, who have done that 
task for years, and are pleased to hand that task to Micah, 
Craig, and Deron. 
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Please join us from 4:30-7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 19 for our 
spring craft night!  We will be making button bouquets.  The cost will be 
$5 - no prior sign-up is needed.  Do you have extra buttons laying 
around?  If you would like to get rid of them, we could use them for the 
craft night!  Please bring them to the church by Sunday, April 16th. 

Join us on Sunday, April 30th from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the new Field 
House in Worthington.  This all-church event will include food, games 
(including Bingo!), and the use of all of the lovely new facilities,  
including a playground for the youngest kids, a batting cage for kids of 
all ages, golf, basketball, soccer, tennis…you name it, they have the 
equipment.  This will be a fun end-of-the-Sunday School-year event for 
EVERYONE! 

In 1872, a group of persons living in the young community of  
Worthington formed a community church and stayed together for about 
a year.  In 1873, the group decided to branch off into their own  
respective denominations.  The Methodist group officially formed on 
Wednesday, May 21st, 1873.   

First UMC will be celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the church on 
Sunday, May 21st, 2023!  Our new Bishop, Lanette Plambeck, will be 
joining us, as will former pastors and members of the congregation from 
year’s past.   

On the wall in the hallway out side the sanctuary, we have place a 150 
year timeline.  We encourage you to write down the special dates in 
your life as they relate to First Church - births, baptism, graduations, 
marriage, confirmation, etc.  Think back on your special FUMC memories 
and prepare to share them with us all!   

Our celebration will take place all morning that day and culminating with 
a catered meal at noon.  Please keep this special Sunday open as we 
commemorate our 150 years in ministry to the Worthington area and 
the world.  

Our next church book club event will be on June 29 at 
7:00p.m. in the Fireside Room.  We will be discussing the 
book, Defying Jihad, by Esther Ahmad.  Please purchase or 
borrow the book on your own and come with it read in full, 
ready to discuss!   



Looking ahead, Holy Thursday service 
is scheduled to be held at Adrian UMC 
on Thursday, April 6th at 6:30 p.m. 
(Holy Communion will be served at 
Adrian for both churches).   

The Good Friday service is scheduled 
for Friday, April 7th at 6:30 p.m. at 
First UMC.  This service will feature 
music from the cantata “Then Came  
Sunday” which features sweeping  
settings highlighting the events of 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter.   

The selected songs are very moving 
and inspirational.  The First UMC 
Chancel Choir, under the direction of 
Jeanette Jenson and accompanied by 
Brenda DeSmith will lead the music.  
Dr. Randy Shirbroun will narrate the 
story. 

Please make your Holy Week a special 
event this year by attending both 
events at each church. 

 

The Night Light Circle will be serving pastries, fruit, coffee and juice on 
April 9th Easter morning from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m..  A free will offering will 
be taken.  Please plan to join us for a great beginning to Easter Day! 
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Office: (507) 372-2939                Fax: (507) 372-2404 
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We will again be collecting items for 
the Operation Christmas Child 
boxes that will be packed in No-
vember.  Over the last three years with the generous monetary dona-
tions and items that have been donated we have been able to pack 
many boxes.  Starting in March and through  
October, each month we will highlight an area of items that are needed; 
you may give a monetary donation (Please make check payable to 1st 
UMC and put OCC on the memo line) at any time which will go towards 
buying additional items that are needed or for postage to help ship the 
boxes overseas.  There is a list available in the narthex of the items that 
are needed and will be collected throughout the next months; you can 
donate any of those items at any time.  You will still have the option to 
pack a box on your own, if you wish.  The age groups that the boxes 
will be packed for are ages 2-4, 5-9 and 10-14 for both boys and girls. 

For the month of April we will be collecting clothing and accessories for 
boys and girls. Suggestions for items to donate are:  Shirts, dresses, 
shorts, pant, flip flops, socks, sunglasses, small purses, hair accessories 
(hair bows and elastic hair bands), and underwear.  The Missions Com-
mittee thanks you for your interest and consideration in this project.  If 
you have any question, please contact Pam Soderholm. 

Linda Doeden will be with us on Sunday, April 30th to talk about her 
work in teaching educators in Laos.  Please join us in the Fellowship Hall 
at 9:00 A.M.  Rolls, coffee and juice will be served.  Linda will also be 
sharing the message for that Sunday (Pastor Daren will preach at Adrian 
only, but lead the worship service at First).  Note: Linda is connected to 
the English Language Institute of China, a Christian based organization 
which teaches Laotian teachers how to teach English in many rural 
communities in Laos.  Linda has been connected to this mission for 25 
years. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated warm clothing over the past 
several months.  Your donations have been very much appreciated by 
the First Lutheran Church Coat Closet.  Many in our community have 
been able to keep warm this winter because of your generosity.   
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Minnesota West has a “Pop-up 
Food Pantry” for their students 
who are on campus or off 
campus.  It is a program  
designed to help the students at-
tending Minnesota West.  If you would like to help with this minis-
try, simply make out your gift to “First UMC” with “Pop Up Food 
Pantry” in the tag line.  Thank you for your consideration to help 
this local mission. 

In mid-January, a powerful storm front swept across the  
Southeast portion of the United States, producing a number of 
tornadoes that caused damage in both the Alabama-West Florida 
and North Georgia conferences.  Hundreds of homes were  
destroyed and at least 9 people were killed.   

When disaster strikes, it is local churches that provide the first 
response to their communities.  This basic understanding - that 
disaster response is local - forms the foundation for UMCOR’s US 
disaster training and response.  When responding to a disaster in 
the United States, UMCOR provides training, financial assistance, 
expertise, community collaboration to churches and partners  
making them more resilient to disasters. (UMCOR stands for The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief.) 

UMCOR has given grants to both conferences to support a  
coordinated response for survivors, including relief supplies,  
debris removal and clean-up efforts.   

You can help.  Make your check payable to First UMC with 
“Advance #901670” in the tag line.  100% of your gift goes to the 
front line. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the food shelf over 
the past few months, especially during March, which was Food 
Shelf Awareness Month.  The need continues to be great at our 
local food shelves.  A collection location in the narthex at the 
church is always present.  Please continue to support the local 
food shelves with your gifts and donations.   
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C’mon Twins Fans - join with your friends and neighbors from the  
United Methodist Church in Worthington to watch the Twins take on 
the Baltimore Orioles.  It’s been four years since we have taken the 
trip to Target Field.   

Game day is Saturday, July 8th at 1:10 p.m.  We are again tak-
ing a charter bus to make the entire trip enjoyable (the bus will leave 
from the front of the church at 8:00 a.m.).  A special word of thanks to 
the First UMC Foundation for funding the cost for the bus!  Of course, 
you have the option of driving to the game yourself, if desired. 

Our reserved seats will be in Section 102 - we have 60 tickets set aside 
for us along the first base side toward the right field corner.  The total 
cost for the tickets $44.00 per person (there is no cost for the bus, but 
we will donate a gratuity for the bus driver - $3 per person or $5 per 
couple/family suggested).  We will stop at St. Peter for a rest break on 
the way up.   

Sign up sheets will be posted in the Narthex at First UMC or contact 
the church office.  Or you can clip the order form below and send this 
to the church office.  Sign up and pay before June 5th!  Go Twins! 



The 28th Annual Community Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 
April 1st at the American Reformed Church at 8:00 a.m..  The featured 
speaker will be Trenton Bass, who was paralyzed his senior year in high 
school at Hills-Beaver Creek during their second football game.  He, 
along with his good friends, Easton and Luke, will be talking about how 
faith and friendship adversity has been the key in persevering through 
such a tragic life event.  Tickets are $10 and can by purchased at  
American Bank & Trust, Fareway, First State Bank Southwest, HyVee, 
Worthington Area Chamber of Commerce, or from any Early Riser  
Kiwanis member. 

This spring, the Worthington Area Symphony Orchestra (WASO) will be 
performing Francis Poulenc's Gloria as part of their May 23rd   
concert.  This work will include a community chorus.  All singers are  
invited to participate in the chorus which will rehearse on Sunday  
afternoons.  Rehearsals will be held at Worthington High School in the 
choir room, from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m., March 19th through May 21st (we 
will not meet on April 9th or April 23rd).  A dress rehearsal will be held 
on Monday, May 22nd at 7pm with the concert at Memorial Auditorium 
on Tuesday, May 23rd at 7:30 pm.  

Grief Share is a special weekly seminar and support group for people 
who are grieving the death of someone close to them.  This group is led 
by caring people who have experienced grief and want to help  
others through the difficult days ahead.  The group meets on  
Tuesdays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church beginning 
April 4th until June 27th.  Contact First Lutheran Church to register (you 
may join at any time) at 507.376.6148.  We know it hurts - we can help.  
Call today. 

   

The annual Worthington Christian School Hostess Supper will be on 
Tuesday, April 4,, 2023.  Social time will begin at 6:00p.m. with the meal 
at 6:30p.m.  A free will offering will be taken.  If you would like to at-
tend, please contact Traci Scheepstra at 507-360-6845 or Lisa Milbrandt 
at 507-360-8825 to reserve your spot. 
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Our G1 class (God First) meets each Wednesday at Adrian UMC starting 
at 6:15 p.m.  G1’s focus is on building the relationships between God 
and kids.  Each night the classes run until about 7:00 p.m.  Questions, 
please contact: Heidi Klingenberg or Diane Honermann. 

 

First UMC is pleased to announce that Confirmation Sunday will be held 
on Sunday, April 23rd at 10:30 a.m..  Six of our youth are looking  
forward to be confirmed: Jayse Geertsema, Hannah Hill, Alisa Maras, 
Claire Meyer, Dylan Schuett, and Ashley Williams.  Please join us before 
worship as we celebrate this spiritual marker for these four youth - in 
the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 a.m. (reception sponsored by the Night 
Lights Circle). 

We are so proud of our graduates!  Tyler Jaycox, Ivy Jenson, Jayden 
Maras, Jaden Nickel, Riley Nickel, and Taya Oberloh will be graduating 
from Worthington HS.  Preston Vortherms, Jayden Winselman, and 
Scott Zebe will be graduating from Adrian HS this spring.   

At First UMC, please join us as we celebrate their high school  
graduations on Sunday, May 14th from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. at the 
Fellowship Hall of First Church (reception sponsored by the Night Lights 
Circle). 

At Adrian, please join us as we celebrate Preston, Jayden, and Scott’s 
graduation, right after church on Sunday, May 14th for a reception in 
the Fellowship Hall at Adrian Church. 

The First UMC Foundation once again is offering scholarships for young 
people who are considering entering college or tech school.  The awards 
have been adjusted to $1,200.00 for the each of the first three years of 
higher education.  First & Adrian (and former Emmanuel) UMC students 
may apply each year.  Applications may be picked up in the church 
office or emailed to the student upon request.  The deadline for 
applications is July 31st. 
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The Annual Sunset Hospice Cottage Banquet will be held on 
Saturday, April 1st, at the Event Center.  The doors open at 5:00 
p.m. with the program beginning at 6:00 p.m..  All donations  
collected will be used at the Sunset Cottage for the endowment fund 
- helping to finance those who fall short of funding to reside at the 
cottage.  The banquet will host over 100 silent auction items and 
many live auction items, as well as other opportunities to  
donate.  Please remember the Sunset Hospice Cottage with your 
prayers and gifts (donations may be sent to PO Box 203,  
Worthington).  Hospice Matters! 

A camping experience with your Minnesota United Methodist Camps 
has been part of countless people’s faith stories for generations.  
Each camping event provides people of all ages with an opportunity 
to learn, play, experience God’s love in the outdoors, grow in faith in 
a safe atmosphere, and to reach their personal best!  Lives are 
changed forever!  Please visit: www.campminnesota.org to register.   
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Prayer Chain  
Please send requests to 
our email or phone  
prayer chain: 

[email prayer chain]  
Church Office  
dflinck@gmail.com 
or (507) 372-2939 

[phone prayer chain]  
Janelle Johnson  
(507) 376-5479. 

Also watch for updates in 
the Prayer Corner of the 
Friday Update. 

Care Centers 
Meadows Memory Care 
First UMC: 
Ron & Karen Lawrence  

South Shore Care Center 
First UMC: 
Lois Carlberg     LaDee Grant  

Mary Jane Brown Center 
Adrian UMC: 
Mary Prins 

Country Living Cottage 
Adrian UMC: 
Margaret Loger 

Sunrise View in Adrian 
First UMC: 
Claribel Grussing 



Celebrations: 

Confirmation has been going well even though we’ve missed about five 
sessions due to the weather.  We are grateful for this month’s jewelry 
craft making event, which also served 45 people for the fellowship meal.  
Myra Palmer has been leading the craft group… thanks, Myra! The 
greeters ministry appears to be going well for in-person worship.  The 
Archery Event went well with about 20 participants from the First  
Lutheran church, Adrian UMC and First UMC.  John Steinle organized the 
event - thanks, John!   

The Nightlights Circle reported their efforts to continue to offer 
encouragement to others.  They provided “thank you” packets for  
teachers from our church who work in our school district.  They also 
sent “thinking of you” cards to our college students.  The Encounter 
Youth trip to Okoboji went well.  Diane Dybevick, Mary Monthei, and 
LeAnn Donovan have decorated the Sanctuary for Lent - it looks  
marvelous!   

Gretchen reported that the Lenten Women’s Bible Study group has 13 
participants who have been meeting on Mondays during Lent.   

Challenges: 

Looking ahead, we are needing one person to step forward to teach a 
Sunday School class next fall.   

The oven has needed repair - the right lower burner needs a part 
replacement.   

The trustees report that they have decided to cancel the order on the 
church bus.  Further, the trustees recommended that we elect to  
discontinue the church transportation program - thinking that it impacts 
so few in numbers.  The council discussed various issues regarding 
transporting persons in youth group, church members who need a ride 
to worship, and other venues.  The trustees also mentioned that renting 
a van might be a feasible option.  If the council decides to discontinue 
the bus ministry and not purchase a new one, then the church will need 
to contact the persons who have donated funds for the bus specifically 
to determine what they would like to do with their initial gift.  There are 
other options persons could donate toward - such as replacing the  
carpeting or contributing to the church roof fund.  The council did not 
make any decision regarding the bus ministry, electing to table any  
action on this issue until the next meeting.   

Here are the highlights from 
the First UMC Council meeting held on 

Thursday, March 16th 
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Current Focus:  

This year’s Vacation Bible School is working together with Living  
Waters, First Lutheran, and the American Lutheran churches.  They are 
planning the event for Monday - Thursday, June 5, 6, 7, 8 during the 
evening hours.  This year the VBS will be held at First UMC.  The theme 
is Community Kids Camp.   

Pastor Daren mentioned that Holy Week planning is happening for Holy 
Thursday at Adrian and Good Friday at First.  Holy Communion will be 
served at Adrian UMC only on Holy Thursday.   

Pat Grimmius and Nancy Galland talked about the 150th anniversary 
party for the church, lifting up persons taking a moment to add to the 
timeline by sharing their memories… the timeline is in the hallway  
outside of the fellowship hall.   

Gretchen reminded everyone of the Sunday Afternoon Movie on  
Sunday. March 19th at 4:00 p.m..   

Nancy reported that a group representing the trustees have been look-
ing into replacing the carpeting in the fellowship hall.  They have 
looked at some sample squares, discussed some of the costs associat-
ed with removing the old carpeting and the cost for installing the new 
carpeting.  A fund will be established to raise the needed funds for this 
new carpeting, once it is selected.  The trustees will be discussing this 
at their meeting in April. 

Cutting Edge Issues: 
Item #1:  

Pastor Daren shared the Church Profile update with the Council.  The 
update is needed by the conference in order to have the most  
up-to-date information on each church.  The document is hoped to be 
completed by the end of April (a copy of the most current edition of the 
Church Profile has been uploaded to the church website - look under 
the page “CHURCH LISTS AND LINKS”).  

Item #2:  

Ellen Hoefker was unable to attend (we offered a prayer for her and 
her family as she was attending the celebration for her brother).  She 
did provide us with the most current report.  All of our expenses have 
been paid to date.  Our total giving is down from last year.  We are still 
in ok shape.  Thank you for your continued financial support to our 
church and its ministry. 

The next council meeting is set for 
Thursday, April 20th at 5:30 p.m.. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Daren 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Celebrations:   

We are grateful to report that our worship attendance continues to be  
steady, averaging around 24 persons each Sunday.  In spite of the fact 
that we would like to see more persons in church, we are very grateful 
for the dedication of those who are there each week.  G1 continues to 
meet, with about 6-8 youth showing up.  The group will continue to 
meet until the end of April.  Heidi shared that her family attended the 
Archery event sponsored by First Church and they had a fun time. 

Challenges: 

We discussed the recording of our worship services versus the option of 
going to live stream.  After an initial investment for the converter box, it 
would only cost Adrian Church $50 per month.  We elected to place this 
on hold for the time being. 

Current Focus:  

The joint PSPRC (Pastor Staff Parish Relations Committee) has been 
working on updating our church profile.  Both churches have sections 
that are unique to its identity.  We need to have our church profile  
updated before this summer.  Linda Reese and Diane Honermann are 
the PSPRC representatives.  We briefly discussed whether our next 
meeting should in person and not held over the Zoom channel. 

Darlene Miller reported that we have ordered some extra fuel to finish 
the winter season - hopefully it will be enough.  Pastor Daren reminded 
the council that the Holy Thursday service will be held at Adrian UMC 
this year, with Adrian providing Communion for both services.  The 
Good Friday service will be at First UMC. 

Cutting Edge Issues: 

Item #1: 2023 Financial Update:  

Our end of February looks solid, with all expenses current (including  
apportionments).  Thank you to everyone for your faithful giving. 

The next council meeting is set for 
Monday, April 24th, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck 
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Here are the highlights from 
the Adrian UMC Council meeting held 

on Monday, March 20th 



Download our free app on your Smartphone or iPad.  You can view the 
church schedule or watch previous Sunday messages.  You can send a 
question directly to the pastor.  You can even give online - it’s that 
easy and secure.  You will find the app in the App Store - search for 
First United Methodist Church Worthington. 

RightNow Media Library is an online video resource that you can utilize 
at home right from your computer.  Over 10,000 Christian growth and 
learning videos are available to you - right now!  First UMC provides 
this service at no cost to all of its members and friends to use in their 
Christian growth and learning.  It’s like Netflix for Christians.  Set up 
your personal account today at no charge!  Contact the church office - 
we will help you set up your free account to get started. 

The official church directory is accessible to members from First and 
Adrian on computer or other smart devices.  The digital version is just 
like a printed one, with links to phone numbers, addresses, email 
addresses and pictures.  The online site allows updating to be done by 
each member to their own profile.  It also has a printable option for 
persons who do not use the internet.  We can easily (and cost  
effectively) print an up-to-date directory with all of the normal activity 
pages we desire.  Lastly, it is updatable - almost instantly! 

The online directory is safe and secure (all the available protections 
and practices to safeguard our data).  A handy companion app is  
available for Smartphones or iPads.  Phone numbers link directly to 
immediate dial, addresses link to maps, in addition to many other 
features we haven’t even thought about yet.  You can access your 
version of the online directory today - as stated above, you will need 
an active email address which has already been connected to your 
online information.  Contact the church office for more details. 

We have an active Facebook page that often promotes the ministry of 
our church.  Announcements, events, and sharing stories takes place 
on our Facebook page.  We also make special announcements via our 
page to keep you up to date on schedule changes.  Use the following 
link to add our page to your favorites:  

https://www.facebook.com/worthingtonfirstumc 
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Pastor Angel Franco and his wife Lourdes continue to work hard at 
growing their congregation.  They are averaging 25 persons in worship 
each week.  Pastor Angel and Lourdes keep busy by distributing 
furniture for Love INC, assisting with the school food distribution  
program, and helping persons retain their legal status to be here in 
the United States.   

Come to the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings before church to  
enjoy a cup of coffee or juice and a roll along with visiting in  
fellowship with other members and friends of the church.  It all begins 
at 10:00 a.m..  We are always on the lookout for persons to help serve 
on a rotating basis.  Please contact Pam Soderholm if you are willing 
to help. 

Worship services for First UMC are scheduled to be broadcast on the 
public access Channel 3 in Worthington.  The broadcast times are Sun-
day at 6:30 am, Monday at 3:00 p.m. and Tuesday at 3:00 p.m. for 
the current week.  Worship services for Adrian UMC can be found on 
the church’s YouTube Channel.  

There is a new drop box installed in the office door of the church.  
It can be used to safely drop off your offerings, letters,  
communications, etc to the church.  The box is locked and secure, 
with the only access inside and the code given only to the money  
counters.   

Please check out Gretchen's blog on our website! First Things First will 
publish every Wednesday (or at least that's the goal) and can be  
accessed by going to the FUMC homepage and clicking on "Gretchen's 
BLOG" on the menu. Please stop by her blog and leave a comment if 
you're so inclined!  Pastor Daren also has a blog that provide insights 
and behind the scenes reflections on our busy lives today.  Here are 
the links to both blogs - subscribe to it today (no cost):  

Gretchen’s blog - http://firstumcworthington.com/gretchen-s-blog 
Pastor Daren’s blog - http://revdaren.blogspot.com 
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Each Sunday we live streaming our worship services from First UMC.  
If you are going to be out of town, you can catch the live broadcast 
on our church app (download to your device) or any one of four  
different online locations:  

The Boxcast TV Channel 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/qikol6fqes2qwhperl2l 

First UMC YouTube Channel  

Go to YouTube: First United Methodist Church Worthington  

First UMC FaceBook  

Go to FaceBook: Worthington: First United Methodist Church 

First UMC Website 

http://firstumcworthington.com/  

Here are the persons who are scheduled to help with the greeting, 
sound, media, and live stream services:  

First UMC  Sound/Video Media Shout  
Sunday April 2 Kari Meyer Claire Meyer 
Good Friday  April 7 Deb Steinle John Steinle 
Sunday April 9 Deb Steinle John Steinle 
Sunday  April 16 Kari Meyer Claire Meyer 
Sunday April 23 Deb Steinle Sadie Nickel  
Sunday        April 30 Kari Meyer Claire Meyer 
 
First UMC  Greeting Team     
Sunday  April 2 Pat Grimmius Larry Hyink 
Good Friday  April 7 Mike Brignac Shauna Brignac 
Sunday April 9 Beth Habicht Burdell Kuhl  
Sunday  April 16 Steve Leech Anita Leech 
Sunday April 23 Chad Nickel Sarah Nickel 
Sunday April 30 Mark Ludes Lisa Gerdes  
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1 Robert Horne 

2 Cheryl Dinsmore 

 Corky Tate 

3 Larry Hyink 

 Jeanette Jenson 

4 Camron Lenz 

5 Annika Hietbrink 

 Claire Meyer 

 Melanie Steinle 

6 Gordon Moore III 

9 Brian Soderholm 

10 Jon Steinle 

11 Lowell Carlson 

  

13 Scott Belz 

 Scott Lee 

 Micah Hietbrink 

14 Anthony Bui 

 Norma Swenson 

15 Elliana Homan 

 Alex Tripp 

16 Bill Geertsema 

 Meegan Heidebrink 

 Cindy Hokeness 

 Michelle Vortherms 

17 Evan Swank 

18 Terry Perkins 

  

21 Madelyn Cunningham 

 Steven Potts 

22 Jerry Perkins 

24 Bruce Vortherms 

25 Tallyah Polk Brignac 

 Roger Frisbee 

 Marjo Taarud 

 Marlene Wieneke 

 Jayden Winselman 

27 Amber Nielsen 

28 Randy Shirbroun 

30 Laura Barrie 

 Daren Flinck 

 Katherine Willey 
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4 Keith & Margaret Essman 

6 Tom & Diane Vagt 

10 Tim & Kari Meyer 

11 Ron & Karen Lawrence 

15 Gordon & Jane Moore 

18 Dave & Cindy Hokeness 

 Randy & Amy Shirbroun 

28 Jeff & Cheryl Homan 

 Dave & Myra Palmer 

 



Prayers for health concerns: 

 Marlene Wieneke Corky Tate 
 LaDee Grant Tom Vagt  
 Steve Potts Tim Yager                    
 Alyssa Hietbrink Ajulo Ochala 
 Sharlene Hohensee (Paula Behren’s mother) 
 Mary Prins (dealing with arthritic conditions) 
   Matt DeSmith (upcoming medical procedures) 
   Janelle Johnson (has metastatic melanoma) 

Those impacted by COVID 19:  
 Covid long-haulers 

Those dealing with cancer: 

Laurie Blume  Connie Bremer (Betty Taarud’s daughter) 
Scott Klooster  Makenzie Gist (Nancy Galland’s niece) 
Christopher Brown 

Those recovering/dealing with health issues: 

Emma Schnyders     Randy Taarud 
Nancy Hyink  Gerald Fisher 
Claribel Grussing  Kristi Johnson  
John Clease  Bruce Lease 
Weston Erlandson  Steve Timmons  
Monica Veil  Ken Bipes 
Phil Glembin  Karen Schulz 
Ariana Lopez  Pat Huisenga 
Aiden Remme   Bill Carlberg  
Mike Miller  Gary Hibma 

For those dealing with grief and loss… 
 
   Giving thanks & praying for: 

Our new Bishop and District Superintendent…  
Our teachers, administrators, students… 
Front line health care workers… 
Law enforcement & emergency workers… 
Service women & men and their families… 

 
If you have a loved one you would like to have added to the Prayer 
Corner list, or if any name needs to be removed from this list, please 
contact the church office: 

   507.372.2939  methodistoffice@gmail.com 
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